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Ch..:mollliTdin obviuus!l· 11·a,; imprc,;,;..:d h1 th..: ,i1,;pl :11 ., ,· til.: 111" 
nation\ ..:ullahoration in cnd<!al ·llr,; th:11 li11· ma111· 11.·ar,; til ~.·, u:>..:d 
agam:>t ..:a..:h lllh.:r. 

";\,; Ji:11 a:> :>t:l'<!nur ei<!hl 1·..:ar,; a<!<l. ~h..:,;..: tu1·,; llt:r~.· :11111<.:,1 :11 '''1r 
tlll l clluntn.:,; b~ .. our tll"ll ..:ountri.::>. And tlw,;o;: Ill~ · " ila1·,· 1111.· ..::q':1t:it1 
to> d<!strm· t:l"c:rything in thi,; pia.:..:." Ch<!mutn~Tdin :>aid · \A'h•1 ll<llild 
hal\: tlwught ;o;<!v<!nor <!ight 1·c:ar,; ago that lie ll<lllld h,, ""1"1.:111<! 
l< lgt:tht:r".'" 

With Ch<!momyrdin by his :::id<!, Gor<! mad<! th<! mo,;t •li" thc: 
opponuni tv to di:;play hi::: g.ra:::p of the! 11<!11 ..:conom1· and l11,; ,;kilb at 
diplomac.v in a :>tat<! that will bo:: k<!~ · l(l hi,; lik<!!l· pr..:;,;id..:nt 1: d hid in 
2000. 

With 54 t:l<:!t:toral VOl<!:>. Calit(H11ia i,; c::>so::nti:d lll alll ,;u,..;,·:;,;t'ul 
pn.::>!dential candidate:. and ( i<ll"c ha,; h.:..:n nwkin~ l"rt:q<""IJi liiJ'" t•• tlh.: 
sl:ll..: parti..:ular!l· to Silicon Va lk1· Ill d<.:lll<llbtratc h1,; 11111.";\ ·,.t 

(illrc and ChcnHnnvrdin han:: h<::o::n con,;ultm~ r..:~ular h :·., , th..: pa,;t 
lil'c lt:ar,;._/\,; a rc:sult.li(lrc ha,; pJm·.::d an,·\ tra<ll"dlll:ll"l p:~ rt 111 
managing. th<! o::vulving rdatinnship h..:t11·..:<::n the' l Jnit..:d St:1tc:,; and it,; 
l( mn.::r eno::m1 

l ht: twu kadt!rs have: met 10 tim<!s ,;lll:1r. and tho::ir c,,J J <~h(lr:lli<'ll 

ha,; :>pall·ned num<!rou,; com1ecti•ms bc:t 11 .:..:11 tho.: 111" c• HUl l n..:,; '111 
,;uch toptcs a:> ,;pace <!\plur:Jtiun. di:<wln:un..:nt. tra,l..:. l11.·:dth :111d 
agriculture: . 

()Ia tho.: pa:>t two y·c:ar:>. (lure ila;,; 111<::1 :dmll:>l111<H1lhh 111111 :1 ~nlliJ' 
ot" a dozo::n ur :>u tt!chnulu~~ - o::ntrt!pro::nc:ur,; 11 ill' ad 1·1,;..: i11 111 111, 
d..:velop111c:nt:> 111 thetr indu,;tn :111d ,;Jwr~.: 111,;1~hh :d '<Hil th v !I ' " 
O.:Clll1< >1111 

Clinton Backs Plan That W ould Ca p Toba t: cu 
lndustt)' Liability (Wash) By Jona than Peterson and 
Alissa J. Rubin (c) 1998, Los Angeles Times 

WASHINOTON Prt!sidt!nt Clintnn. ;o;t!o::king tul·uc:l ='liJ'J~<lrt li11· a 
broad tnhaccP u1·c:rhaul that r<:!mains adrili in C<>n~r<:!:>:>. :11; lhur:<da~ 
c:ndors<:!d a bipanisan proposal that would reduct:. hut 11llt .:liminatc:. 
th<! mdu,;try\ liability ti:>r lawsuit damai,!C: :ill ard:>. 

The nc:11· plan. which rt!pro.:;-;<:!nl:< the lir,;t nwjllr h1p:1rt!,;:111 ,·t"li'rt 1n 
l "ongro.::>:> Ill imp<>sc :<llcc:putg rc,;tn<..:li<H1:> 11n th..: t• 1h:1c,·.' ld,ill :>ll"l . 
11uuld c:1p t"uturc: damage: award:> at $X hilli<>n a 1\::1r. 

· · W.::'r..: 11 orking togt!thc:r to bring uur c<>unLJY 111 th~.· 1 ~.-r~,·, ,, ·, llh: "'" 
the: grc:at~;;st public health achiel·..:mc:nt:> 1n the lu;,;tur~ .,, · :n;r I<:Jtilln . :111 
hi:>tunc triumph in our tight tl.> prnt<!ct uur children t'n11n til,· do:::Jdh· 
threat of tohaccu." Clinton tuld nn aud1c:nco:: • 11 · ,;tall.' all• 11"111.'1,; ~eno::r:d . 

·· 11 i:> a guud. tough bill." Clintun ,;aid u!"thc: lc:gtslall<lll SJH ln:>or..:d 
b1· Sen:< .lohn Clwt~<!. R-R.l. : l.:!uh ( rraha1n. I ).J .-Ia .. and "J", 1111 J-h11"kin. 
J)-Jow:<. ·" I hup<! it g.<!ts 11·idc ,;uppurt . lh1:< kgi,;lallol1 11 Iii :>:~1 · ..: li1·c,; .. 

l.ikc prc:viuus bipanisan prupo:<ab. the: Clwke kg.I:>Iat1 u11 
unmc:dintt:ll" drc:w criticism from parti:<an,; 111 thc t11hac...:" l•<~ll k . Sum.: 
ant1 -,;nwkmg adl'ucatc:s cumpl;~ined that 1t 1,; 11<>1 I"L":>tn...:lllv ,. ll<>ll~il. 

11hik thc tllbac<.:umJustn· dc,;cnhed 11 ;~:> jl llllllll,. :111 .! p.1 1,·nth 
unl.."< 111sti tutiunal ." 

Hut the mc:a:>ure lw,; attracted :><1111.: lnllu,·n tial stq>pul·t,·l, 1 ·. l ·: l·o;:r,·ll 
Koop. !()nnc:r l J. S. surgc:un g<!ncnd. :111d J)al·id K..::>:>kr. li>nn ..:r 
commi:>sionc:r ut the! Food and Drug Administrati• 111 . ..::dkd tile 
1n<.:a:>ur..: · · l(lLJgh mc:dicin.: ti1r a tuugh pruhkm ." 

The bipani;-;an bill mort! than sntisti<!:< l'linton\ minimllln 
ro::qutrt!m<::nt::; t()l" tobacco legislation. It lllluiJ bllust till.' pn..:o;· <11. 
ctgurettc::> bv :li 1.50 a pack, pr<!s<::rvc: the: 1:1 ).I\\ :nllill>nt l 1<, r..:~ul:nc: 

tobaccu. rc::;trict cigarette! marketing tlwt could mlluc:nc~.· 1 dUll~ 

pc:oplc. udvance public h<!alth guals :>uch a:> : 111ti-:>11H>k11 1~ ,,Juc:lli<>n. 
and pn1V1dc aid to tobncc11 I ~ Innt:r:< . 

Whit.: llnu:>c ufti.: ials and :111li -Sl11llKing a.h·<>c:itL·s 111:1 1111:1111 th:n 
raising thc pncc u!' eig.nrctt6 i:> a nc:c,·,;,;arl ,.~o::p l<' 1\.:du~.·,· :< llil'kln~ 

amung. yuung p<!opk. Thc bdJII·,luld 11lcrca:>1." til.: p..:r·i'"<..:k J'l"lc<..: h1 
$1 .50 within two year::; uf enactmo::nt. " 1·;1r :>h11rt..:r tim..:1:~h k than til.: 
In 1"0.::11":> prPpu:><:!d by the! ~hit..: I lou,;c 

l lm!t::r a pr<!liminary deal.rt!aehc:d la:>t .lunc ho::t11c..:n tilc 111hacc< 1 
1ndu:>try and 40 stat<! atllmJ.:v,; g.enc:ral. c1~aro::tt..: makc:r:> ':"uld hc 
prot<::ctc:d ti·om cla,;:;-acti<.ll1 law,;uit,; and c'.\cmpt<!J fn1111 jlllilllil·,· 
damag.: <lll'ards l~>r past action:>. In rc:tu111. th~;;l · ll<luld I'"' ~~ (·X hdlilln 
l< > scttk t:\Isting :>tat<:: la11 suit,;. and 11 <>tdd accc:pt :1 11o::a1 h:~ 11 • 111 
t< >baccP adl·-:rtising. 

Clinton pr:ns<!d th<! attom-:1·s gcnc:ra l liH · i aunchln~ tl11.· lq!:ll :lcll<ln:> 
th;tl bit<> tht: St;;ttklllt;;lll. 

You put tobacco compant<:::> "n tl11.· :<land tn cPtlrtr""ln' tl1r"u<!huut 
1\mc:nca." h.: :>aid. ·· You br,>ught th<:!ntt lllho:: bar~a1n1n~ t:d,k·. y,,u 
c:-;tract<!d impurtant Cllllec:ssl< 1ns. Y <.lU r:1 i:>cd "" :1 rcn..:s~ • d. t. ,J,acc<l's 
tragic cust to our c:conum~· :mJ lltll· childrc:n .. 

The: tenns uf the! s<:!ttkm<:!tlt cannot take: dl~ct in the: ab,;, · nc~.· <11 . 

l..:<!i,;latinn. bc:cause only Congrt!ss can shit!ld the industry from l'uturc 
la 11 suits. Sll far. effons to draft legislation have proceeded titfull\". ami 
Whit.: House! ot'ticials are increa::;ingly concerned that the campaign 
c< 1uld stall ll"ith Novt!mb<!r congre::;sional elections approaching. 

Clinton urged th<! attom<:!ys g<:!neral to pressure lawmakers to 
approve: tobacco legislation. 

The! mi:-;ed r<:!action to the Chafee bill reflects the fragilt! natun.: of 
the: coalition that has been pushing for broad tobacco r<:!strictions. 
D<!spite a recent attempt at reconciliation, the public health 
communi~· remains divided between purists who believe the industrv 
:;hould rt!c<:!ive no protection from future lawsuits, and those who art: 
"illing to accept some limits on company liability. 

·· We oppose the bill because it has a cap on liability and we don't 
think that',; appropriate," said Paul Billings, deputy director of 
l'' lV..:lllment rdations tor the American Lung Association . ·· Tho: < 1tho::r 
prm·i,;inn:; look strong, they're encouraging." 

A public health coalition that includes the National Ct!I1lcr for 
lubaccu Fr<:!e Kids and the American Cancer Association endorso::d 
th<! m<:!a:mrc:. 

The tobacco indu::;try had no inunediate response to Clinton's 
cndorsemc:nt of tht! Chafee measure. So far, it has indicated no 
11 illingnes::; to abandon the far more generous legal protections 
111cludc:d in the: .lunt! s<:!ttlement. 

Senate OKs Huge Tr·ansportation Bill (Washn) By 
Faye Fiore (c) 1998, Los Angeles Times 

WASHINGTON The Senate approved on Thur::;day one of tho:: 
biggest public works bills in U.S. history, mapping out the nation\ 
transportation plan for the next six years and setting up an <:!\peeled 
<!ush of fedt!ra I mon<:!y for the states. 

The! S<:!nate approved the $214 billion bill by a 96-4 vote and sent it 
to the! House. House! members will ultimately decide precisely which 
roads. bridges and the likt! will actually be funded when it takes up tho: 
bill this sp1ing. 

The! dt!rbv tor the money has already begun, with more than 400 
lawmak<:!rs lodging hundreds of millions of dollars in requt!sts for 
transJX>rtation pruj<:!cts far more than the bill could ever pa~' for. 

In cobbling tog<:!thcr tht! 800-page sp<:!nding mt!asure, unce-ti·ul,wl 
:>cnaturs 1·ott!d to tap into spend some of the unexpected fedt!ral 
hudg<:!t stuvlus. producing a package $59 billion richer than its I 99 I 
predt!Ct!S:>or, which expired last year. 

The! gigantic bill will t<!St the limits of last year's balanct!d budget 
agr<!<:!ment and rt!quirt! cuts in other programs yet to be named. 

The! St!nate bill sp<:!citically authorized $173 billion for highways 
and $41 billion tor transit constmction to be divided among the 50 
:<ta te::>. The: mone~· comt!s from federal gasoline taxes collected at tho.: 
pump. 

The lc:gislation mcreases highway and transit mon<:!y and pre:<c:rws 
..:nvinlllmental prugram,; ::;uch as air quality improvement and bik..: and 
11 alking trails that ,;nme GOP senators had attempted to roll back . 

· · Wc:'rc: vc:ry happy," :;aid James Corless of the Surface 
Transportation Policy Project, a coalition of more thant 200 local 
cllmmunity and c:nvironmental groups. ·· We see this bill as a 
tc:;;tamt!nt to the principl<:!s of t!nvironmental protection and local 
control." 

During its d<:!bat<:! on the bill last week, the Senate defeat<:!d a 
proposal to eliminate a f<:!deral program that has the goal of awarding 
Ill pt!rc<:!nt of fedt!ral construction contracts to women and minoritic,;. 

Incidence of Cancer Declines Between 1990 and 1995 
(Washn ) By Madene Cimons (c) 1998, Los Angeles 
Times 

WASHINGTON For the! tirst time in nearly 20 year::;, the incidcnc..: 
oi" all canct!rs combint!d and most of the lt!ading type:> of cancer 
dt!clin<:!d bt!tWt!t!n 1990-95 in the United States, and death rates from 
the: dist!a:>e also d<:!creased, health ofticials announced Thursday. 

Tht! drop in the! rate: of new cases reprt!sents a reversal of. a 
discouraging trt!nd of t!Scalating canct!r incidence over ncarlv two 
d<!eadt!s. whik the d<:!cline in the death rate sustains a tumaround 
nut<!d t(·>r tht! tirst tim<! last year. 

Mnr<!m·er, prdiminary tindings from 1996 show that dt:clines in 
h<'th incid<:!nce and death rat<:!S are continuing, ofticials said. 

··The! chanco::,; of getting cancer are declining, and the chances ut" 
d1·ing from canc<:!r art! d<:!clining even faster," said Dr. James S. Marks. 
an ot'ticial at the Centt!rs for Disease Control and Prevention. 

D<:!scribing cancer as ·· one of the most feared diseases, and 



r1giHI.ulh ''1." M~1rb "a1d that 111th the· 11e11 'tdtl,..tle" ·tile' h11rde·n Ill. 
k~lr :>hould h~!!tn to II 11 " I . • . 

~trt:"lll!! th~1t ··behind the: number:> <Ire 11eopk< live:> ... I lr l<iclwnl 
Klpu:>ner. director ut'the National Cancer ln:>titute. :>aid th:~t in 1 ')'J5 
~!lone. the tr~nds translate into 25.000 til ~0.000 kw.:r cane~·~· tkaths 
an? iO.OOO fewer !lei\' cancc::r cases .. 
. ~lausner ~1dded: · · The:>e munbc::r:; c1,1 nut. reveal real llllJln 11·en1ent:> 
111 fhc qu~i11ty nt lite for cancer ,;urvivu1·,; ( 11 hu munber ,d,"ut :-\) · · 
mi/Ji,,n Amc::ricans): W,c did nut trade imprllvcd :>liiYil'<li 1t'>1 " 
W< p·sencd C] ua Ill\ ut ilk" _ . 

Cpfliciah allributcd the declinC::> t11 llllllk'l'llliS 1;1ct; 1r,;. e·hie·t· allllliH! 
th~m carlic::r detection thn1u!_!h ,;crec:nin!,!. llllJlrmelnent:> 111 c;mcer. 
tFC::jltllh.:lltS <llld ,;uch JiJ\::>tl·k chall!_!e,; <h lJlllttJll!_! .'lllllh:lll.>.: <IIIli 

· hcnlth1cr JJet,; · 
• I 

'lfhe ufliciah added thnt Amcrican:> -;tillJJe.:J til hc llllli·e· 1 l!_!il~mt 
tha

1
n the1· ctJJTcntly are in undc::rg<.1ing :>creening,;. 11~1rtic1d~'rh· li 1r 

col
1
on-rectum nnd hrenst cancer .. ·· ( lne-third ,,f Americ;ul 11, 'illen ha1·e 

nc\
1
•cr had a manunogram. and 2ll percent don't ha1·c them re!_!ul~irh ." 

Marh::> s~nd. 
I 

'ljhc new rcpon. tube pubh:>hed in \und<il .. ,. i,;;,;;il.: oi'tlk· i•HIIll:il 
Cancer. ,;how:; that aftcr innca:>ing an <JI·er<I!_!C "( 1.2 11e'I'Cc'IJI per 1car 
i'ru\n i 'Ji .1-')( I. the incidence li II"~~~ I C~lllCer.' .decilncd <Ill ;II c'l'<t!.!'-' ( i 7 
Jlei;cent annually in the lle~t live-1·<.:<11" penud. ,;;ml "l'ticl<~l,; l'r.,;n NCI. 
thclcrx: and American Cancer ,-.;,,clc:II. 

tl\·crall death rate,; dn1pped llll <JI'C.:I"<I!_!c' :dHilltil .~ JlcTc·..:iit ,.,1cl1 l\:<1 1· 
I . . 

,;t<u;llng Ill [')')0. after ha1·in!_! lllcrca,;c.:d an11L1alh 1: -l Jlc'I'C:c'lli he·t11cc.:n 
I 'Ji:)-'JO 

'Jih~ decline in deaths in recent vcar;,; 11'<1' -;een llllll\: i11 llic'il than in 
ll'll\llell .. lt nlst.> was rdlcct~d in alm",;t all rncinl and etlmi,· !_!l'llllJ1S. 
e:\CtJ~H tor, ~sJanan.d_PacJt~c h~andcr tl::nwk,;. the ultici,iJ-; ~, 11J 

Ill, bu. hi deb :-<ttll dl c lllUI c like II· tu dc::veJc,p c<mcer th<lll 11 hile,; und 
~ll'c!ahout Jll percclll more likc::ll· [(l die"( c~mcc:r than 11·1iitc.::> 

l)1c repun looh:ed at 2~ tYpe,;''~' · · :;itc<, d. canc~.T. and 1; ,cu,;ed 
hc:<Jivi11· <lll the ti:llJr canct:rs thut <ICC(lUiltc.:d li ,t·th~.· lcadin,c lllcldencc 
:md

1
dcaths lilr the tive-vear pe1wd he,cJillllll,C 111 I'!'!IJ: ILIIh.!. pr"~tull.:. 

hrcp,;t and culon-rectum. 
l/1c,;c canc..:r-; account (,,r 111<11"<.: th<llliwll."t'"ll ,;e·11h ,!~:;_~ 1 ""e·,l· 

~·ISCS · ~ , I , . 

. ljl..: incidence ')f breast c~1nc..:r. th..: 111""t c• lllllll< 111 II liCCL IITIII!_! c;mc..:r 
111 'i"mell. renHlincd level between I ')')I)-')) ai'Ler lw1·in!.! IIJCr<.:<l,;cd 
rap\dly between 19iJ-90~ death rates between I SJ•JI)-9)-d,·cre<l:>ed. but 
<lnly tilr white and Latina women. The brea-;t cancer deuth rate" I . . 

rcn~aincd kvel for black women and appear tu he, 111 the· ri-;c ti 11· Asian 
and; Pacilic Islander women. the report ,;aid 

The incidence and mortalitY rate ot"pr",;t~ltc c~111cer h"th dcclinc:d 
lnci:denc..: declined for white .men and. nwr..: recent !I. ti '' hluch:,;. the· 
rept:>rt ,;a1d. Death r<Jte:> !rom p'ru:>t<~te <.:<lllc..:r h•11·c drup1,ed ti q· "" 

c:-.:c~pt Latino,;. ufticials :>aid. 
Tl.lc re11urt wa;,; tempered. lwwcvcr. h1· d<il<l ;,;hull· in!.! " n.'c <~Ill< Ill!.! 

'''•ll)l.:n in the:: rate ot'new lung <.:<m<.:er cu,;c·,; <llld 111 lui~<! ,:<~IICcT ck<i;lb. 
u c<pllru-;t tu a drop 111 both mea~urc,; <!mull!_! men. Th1,; ,·ulllr<~-;t 1,; 
likc::t~· c.\plained bv thc surgc in tlic ,;nwh:ing rate <~lnnn,c 11, llllen 111 
pas\ vc::ars, ofticials ::;aid. · 

F(\r cancer ut'the colon and rectum. incidence and llllll··t;ditY lwvc 
d..:clint:d tilr men and womcll. the report ,;aid. . 
.· Tl~c news was le,;,; c::nc~1uraging ti1r :>c.1111e uther c:mccrs. Htlth 
JncJflencc and mortal~!)' trnm non-H.xlgkin\ lvmp1Hll11<~ <~lhi 
mclimoma, a deadlY tonn • .. ll ;,;h:m canccr. <11\: lncr~.·",;in!:!: "''"· tlw 
prcylllUS d~~iJne Ill the li1Cidencc (lj' lll<.:rinc C<lllCCI Jw,; i.-1 c·kd , 1tr 

l·l~<dth lli'I!Ciab wameJ thutth..: lar!.!c lllllllh..:r "1· childl,.ll 11 i1" :~rc 
stillltah:inl! ul" ,;moh:inl.! cstimated at \otJIJ c'I'CIY d·11· c"Lii,i 1···1···1·, .. I • • • . • ~ . ' 
the: ~tatistic-; again llllks:> cfli>rt,; tu curb tllh;~cc<, u.-;..: <lr·:·.,kppcd LIJl 

· f 1c mu,;~~jm>tec.t our childrcn." s;licl.l"lllll( Sd'ti·i11. ..:Iii,·! 
· .:.wt;utJvc u111cer olthc: cancer ""ciet1. · .,,.11e. ,,r l'Un!.!rc,;.'. ""'lll (<I 

rcv9r:>al Jt1.t!1c statistics) tolwppen. ~hamc "n u,;" • . 
1.-1Talth ot!JcJab also acknowledged th<lt Jll<J,ior incquitic-; in acce,;,; It' 

hcnl,th cnre e.\ist, pm1icularlv among p<1nr ;lnd minuritic·s. 11 hich lih:eh· 
C.\Jll,am "'>me of the dispa·,:ittcs in the nell statistic< . 

· 1(/c realize that the decline,; Ill cancer incidence and ,k<~th,; 11~11 c: 
not !1\!t::ll sccn for all American,;. and tlwt "ur ctlllcctll·,· e·n;,,b mu,;t be· 
dircfted <Jt rc<IChing pupulation,; with " di,;pn lJl"rl lllil<lk C<lll.ci.:r 
bur9cn." the CDC',; Mark:> ,;aid 

Abo. C<mcer incidence Jit'l\:r,; -;iunii.IC<IIltl\ hc111ccn 111,· l :11itc:d I • . . 
Statf" and other countric:shutt1ncc imnllgr<~nt,; llltll·,· hc·l\' :~nd 
eml~racc l J.S. hahn:>. thc1 he~ in to e.\pcri.:ncc the ·'an1c· ;;:JilccT 

I . • 

pattcm,; <Js Am~ricans. 
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Study: Many Children of Working Parents Still Live 
in Poverty(Washn) By Melissa Healy (c) 1998, Los 
Angeles Times 

.WASHINGTON A booming national economy has drmvn millions 
ot poor parents off of welfare rolls and into jobs, but many of their 
chlldrcn still live 111 poverty, according to a comprehensive nssess111 e1H 

of the nation's youngest poor released Thursday. 
In 1996~ the most recent year for which data .are available. 5.5 

million children lived in poverty across the nation, and 63 percent ui' 
tl.1em liv~d in families with at least one working parent, according tu 
lolumbta U111ver:>Itv's respected National Center for Children in 
I'• 11 ern· 

The: number <lf puur children has declined since peaking at ().4 

million 111 l09J. shonly after the last recession. In that vear. however 
unlv 55 percent of poor young children came from working-poor . 
lamJ!Jcs. 

The tinding thnt kids with working p~rents represent a growin~ 
-;egmc::nt of the nation's poor children underscores a central fear :)r 
many state ofticials and welfare analysts. New requirements that 
11dfare recipients tind jobs may be driving many parents otf public 
<bs~:>tancc::, but the jobs that these adults can command frcquentlv do 
11< 1t lift their familic:> above the poverty line, which was $12.516. in 
I ')LJ6 t(,r (I familv of three. . 

i\s welfare rd(,nn progresses, expc:rts say, the result could be a 
ri-;ing tide of working poor stmggling to stay afloat without am· federal 
promise of a lite raft. It is the children of these families, some ienr~ 
who nrc ill grentc::st risk of going under. 

··All my instincts tell me that folks are struggling out there; t1ying to 
put It together," said David Liedennan. executive director of the Child 
Welfare-League of America. ··They're doubling and tripling up, and 
they'll survive as long as they can. And then when thev can't do it anv 
ltmgc::r, their kids will come into the foster care syste~." ·· 

The center's report observed that children living with unmmTied 
.tnothers were still tive times more likely to be poor than wcrc.thosc 
li1·ing with 1)1a1Ticd IJarc::nts. But living with both parents was nu 
""urancc uf clearing the poverty hurdle: more than one-third of vouno · 
c:hildrcn in poverty were living with two parents. . "' 

In t~1ct. the poverty rate for children under 6 living in ·'traditional" 
tllo-parent families in which the father worked full time and the 
mother stnyed home doubled between 1975 and 1996 t(l 14 percent. 

Those tindings, said ChildTrends economist Richard Wertheimer. 
all point to an emerging reality in the U.S. economy: Increasingly it. 
takes two parents and t\.vo earners to maintain a household's grnsp on 
nllddlc::-class status. Over several decades, he said, the·incom.:s of 
l•>w-wagc:: c::amc::rs have eroded slowly, rc::qui1ing more than 
" single full-time job to support children. 

hpc::n,; say the 1996 tederal welfare refonn law also has 
c"ntributed to the stubbom child J~Ovcrty rate. 

::rum llJ9~ tn 1997, more thmi 6. 7 million Americans almost 
t1ni-thirds oftliem children have dropped offthe nation's welfare 
rolls. according to the Department ofHealth.and Human Services. The 
rate has accelerated since August I 996, when welfare refonn becnmc 
law. 

· Even before weli:'lre refonn, a strong economy generated many jubs 
ti1r parents and helped lift many children out of povem', according to 
the rc::po11. In 1993, 26 percent of all children under 6 lived in povem·. 
" rate that dropped tu 23 percent in 1996. At the same timc. hnwevcr. 
thc center's dnta show that the living conditions ofmanv children did 
llllt ,;igniticantly improve when their parents went to w~rk. 

· Jhe cumbinntion of a robust economy and the social messages t.hat 
J1"ur parent,; arc receivmg are putting more parents to work. 13ut it's 
had a modest anti-poverty eft'ect" for children, said J Lawrence Abcr. 
director of the National Center for Children in Po vert\'. ··The fact that 
'11 er 60 percent of all poor children have at least one ~mployed pai·cnt 
i;,; :;triking: it is not what most Americans expect." 

Sewral state ofticials c~rrying out welfare refonn acknowledged 
Thursday that while aid recipients were flocking to work, the number 
11f families with children in poverty has been difticult to budge. 

··Basically. we're seeing it improve gently;but not as stro~glv ~~;; 1nu 
11uuld hilpc to :>cc in a solid economy," said Vennont SecreH;~. of . 
Human Services Comelius Hogan. That, he added, was in spit~ of the 
,;t~Jte\ dl(Jns to lift those making the transition from welfare to work 
llllt uf povc11y with an c:::-.:tensive package of wage supplements. 

Rcsearcher:; say littk is known about what happens to the children 
'>f lm1'-incomc:: parents making the transition from welfare to work. 
Among the children of working-poor parents who either C~IU10t or clo 
nut receive public assistance, researchers have found, 
~~ mother's decision to work often improves her children's ov<.'!rall 
11dl-being. · · . 
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Clintrin~acfi 
bipartisan bill 
to. introduce A_l 

tobacco curbs 1
Bank0f Japan chief 

Trade-off would put ceiling 
,on companies' legal liability 

'tipped to step down 

By Bruce Clark in Washington 

President Bill Clinton yesterday 
threw his personal authority 
behind an effort to persuade Con­
gress to pass a bill on the tobacco 
industry in the 68 days of legisla­
tive time remaining this year. 

Mr Clinton supported the intro-
duction yesterday of the first 

\ 

bipartisan bill aimed at raising 
cigarette prices and regulating 
the industry more tightly, in 

1 ·eturn for a ceiling on legalliabil­
i ties faced by the tobacco 

\ ~ndustry. · 

I 
In a speech to attorneys­

general, Mr. Clinton said Con­
gress must act soon to end "30 
years of deception" by the ciga­
rette industry and pass into law 
the agreement reached last June 
between tobacco companies and 
the attorneys-general of 40 US 
states. Under the accord, the 
companies would restrain their 
advertising and pay $368bn to set­
tle health-related damages claims 
in return for a cap on their legal 
liability. 

In an emotional appeal 
designed to cut through the parti­
san squabbling that has marked 
congressional debate on the 
issue, the president said it was a 

.. :~national. tragedy;\ that 3,000 chil­
-nren were taking up smok:ing 
every day - of whom 1,000 would 
die prematurely. · · 
· "Smoking kills more .people 

every day than Aids, alcohol, . 
auto accidents, -murders, drugs 
and fires combined," Mr Clinton 
'said,. adding that 90 per cent of 

I

· smokers took·up the' habit before 
they were 18. 

He praised as a "good, tough 
bill" the tobacco legislation intro­
duced by Senator John Chafee, a 
Republican, and two Democratic 

·colleagues·, Tom Harkin and Bob 
Graham. Mr Clinton said the 
bipartisan bill met a series of 

By Gillian Tett and Michiyok { 
Nakamoto in Tokyo 
···· ······················· ··················· .... .. ······· 

desirable conditions. It would Yasuo Matsushita, governor of 
raise the retail price of' a ciga- the Bank of Japan, .is expected to 
rette packet by up to $1.50 over · resign within weeks to take 
the next decade; it would . estab- responsibility for a corruption 
!ish the authority of the Food and 1 scandal that led to the arrest of a 
Drug Administration over the I senior bank official earlier · _this 
sector; it would impose penalties ; week. 
on companies that continued sell- . Mr Matsushita offered to resign 
ing to children; and it would pro- yesterday . but Ryutaro Hashi­
tect the interests of tobacco moto, the Japanese prime minis­
farmers . ter, did not accept the offer. "I 

The half-dozen tobacco bills told him to do his best in his 
proposed so far have been dogged ·current job for the time being," 
by controversy over the degree of : Mr Hashimoto said. 
authority they allow the FDA, or · Japanese government officials 
the principle of capping the sec- · said-privately that Mr Matsushita 
tor 's total liability, which is would probably step down .before 
opposed by the industry's sharp- April 1, when a law comes into 
est critics. Mr Clinton used, his 1 effect giving the central bank 
speech to convey the message independence on monetary ­
that it was worth accepting the poli'cy. 
principle of capping liability in It will be the fli'St time a Bank 
return for getting some restraints of Japan _governor has resigned 
on the industry this year. during his term since the second 

A recent study had indicated world war. 
that, if Congress acted quickly, There has been no evidence 
teenage smoking could be that Mr Matsushita , a former 
reduced by half over the next five ministry of finance official and 
years alone, he said. This meant president of Sakura Bank, has 
3m children could be stopped done anything wrong, but it is 
from taking up the habit and 1m common in Japan for leaders to 
premature deaths could be take responsibility for wrong-
avoided. doings · of their staff. 

In a scathing attack on the. A senior bank official was . 
industry's marketing practic.es, arrested on Wednesday following 
he .said .. internal-lcorilpany. docu- allegations that he had leaked 
ments recently brought to light market-sensitive information to 
sho~~ that children were being Japanese commercial banks in 
targeted. One document ··boasted exchange for favours. The arrest 
that a particular brand was the is the latest in a series of corrup­
cigarette of choice among teenag- tion investigations in Japan's 
ers, while another suggested financial sector in the past year. 
using a sweet flavour. These have implicated senior offi-

Mr Clinton said some cigarette cials of seven banks, four securi· ~ 
companies had wanted to market 
what they called a "kiddy pack" 
- intended to attract children 
with lower prices. A study had 
shown that among children aged 
between three and six, more 
.could recognise · the Joe Camel 
cigarette advertisement than 
Mickey Mouse. ._ 
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ties companies and the Ministry 
of Finance, and led to a stream of 
resignations, including Hiroshi 
Mitsuzuka, former fmance minis­
ter. The investigations have also 
led to six suicides, including a 
ministry official who killed him­
self 'yesterday. 

The central bank appeared to 
have escaped the taint of corrup­
tion. But this week's arrest has 
raised the prospect of increased 
scrutiny of its activities by 
politicians. 

As part of the reforms of the 
bank's status that come into 
effect next month, it will be more 
accountable to parliament. 'h).is 
has left some politicians keen to 
flex their muscles over the bank, 
says Takao Toshikawa of Tokyo 
Inside .Line, a newsletter. 

Shijuro Ogata, a former deputy 
governor of the bank, fears the 
change could lead to an "increase 
of outside intervention", in the 
bank's affairs. It could also make 
it more difficult to find a succes­
sor to Mr Matsushita. 

The natural replacement had 
appeared to be Toshikiko Fukui, 
the current deputy governor and 
a career bureaucrat . But Mr 
Fukui is an "insider" and his 
appointment is likely to be 
blocked by politicians. 

An outside candidate, there­
fore, seems likely. But there are 
few obvious choices from the 
banking world because so many 
banks have been affected by 
scandal. 

Politicians want a "clean 
hands" alternative but this may 
prove difficult. 

Editorial COmment, Page 21 
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Warm .. winter drives str()ng 

~~?~:!!.~1? ~ ~~~~~~ai!,~!~q.~!~mpo~~b~~ 
Sbn. US retail sales continued to show ' 

strong growth in January and 
February as shoppers wer:e 
drawn to the stores by unseason­
ably warm weather; the 
Commerce · Department said 
yesterday. . 

· , been expected to show a fourth-
quarter decline, but an unex­
pected increase in government 
grants pushed up outflows. 

Although future trade reports 
are expected to show surging 
imports, David Hensley of Salo­
mon Smith Barney believes that· 
the damage may be offset by the 
recent declines in the prices of 
significant import items, such as 
oil, commodities and technology 
inputs and products. 

"Lower oil prices are a windfall 

Sales rose a solid 0.5 per cent in 
February, compared with the pre­
vious month. The growth figure 
for January over December was 
revised up from 0.1 per cent to 1 
per cent. Consumer spending 
makes up about two-thirds_.of us 

,srow­
iif.iii·~~~~~~~· .;h~~~~\ii'J3~~~;. 

'petroletim imports last year," he 
said. · "In the bUSiht!ss sector, a 
decline in oil prices leads to some 
cotnbination of hlgher.profit mar­
gins and lower selling prices. 
Households get . a break on 
energy costs and eventually reap 
the downstream benefit .of lower 
prices elsewhere · · in the 
economy." 

down in. the economy as the cciilfide.nce;" said economists at 
fall9ut from; the. Asia criSis hits Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, . in 
US . shore5;· :buf. there~· were few their EcoFax commentary. : . 
from the .. iatest . Co.mn:i.erce . . Hq\Vever, consumer· spending, 
Department survey. ' ·~~">:.: · ·. ·: ~· gi:6Wirig at close to a 5 per cent 

Advances in retail sales ·were ap.nuairate this quarter, could be 
shared equally .by durable and "a big plus to the first quarter. 
non-durable se.c=tors .. Both rose br gross domestic prod,uct". 
0.5 per cent .. car· sales, a key com- · Fallout from the Asia crisis 
ponent of durable sales, rose only . was more apparent in the latest· 
0.1 per cent after falling by 0.2 · trade figures. The US current 
per cent in January. But- sales of accorint deficit - the broadest 
building. materials jumped by 2 . measure of trade performance 
per cent, boosted by the .flourish- and currency flows ..;. climbed to 
ing home building sector. its highest level in 10 years last 

"While retail · sales . have year, the Commerce Department 
rebotinded over the past few · said yesterday. . 
months, the growth. rat~ is still. · · The deficit jumped to $166bn 

. surprisingly w:eak given: strong· tor the year, against $148bn in 
jobs growth and record consumer · 1996, ·wtde~ i? the_~ourtb quar-

The current account report 
showed a leap· in net capital 
inflows from more than $72bn in 
the. third quarter to more than 
$85bn in the fourth. Gerald 
Cohen of Merrill Lynch attri­
buted this to the Asia crisis. For­
eigners sharply increased their 
bank deposits rather than put­
ting their money into assets such 
as securitieS. us >'re·gulators~-cler 
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accountants merger 
· negotiations with the Euro­
pean Coin.mission in the past 
few days and believe that 

US regulators ·· y_es~erday few concerns now remain 

. Jim Kelly in London and 
Emma Tucker in Brussels ·.; .: .. ~·····= ... ~ ...... : .... ~ ........ .. ~ ............... ; 

cleared' the $llbn merger of over the impact of the 
Price Waterhouse and Coo- merger on· competition and 
pers ·,& Lybrand and the prices . 
European Commission was Mr Van Miert will meet 
poised to wave through the officials from the Commis­
deal. · sian's. merger task force 

Official spokesmen for the· today to try to settle remain­
flrms conflrmed that the US ing concerns about the 
Justice Department had tele- impact of the merger on cer­
phoned .senior executives in tain market segments in a 
New York to indicate ·that handful of EU member 
they would not seek to block · states. 
the merger through court "We are still having dis-
action.. . . . cussions ori what the rele-

Meanwhile competition . vant markets ·are," said a 
officials in Brussels said a Commission official. · 
statement would be made on However. he added that 
Monday. most significant problems 

I
. : Karel Van Miert, the com- · associated with the deal had 

· ·petition commissioner, is been resolved. 
likely to wrap up the regula- Although. the Commission· 
tory inquiry, ahead of the could not, for procedurill rea-
official May deadline. · sans, clear the merger out­
. ''We have not yet received . right on Monday, it could 
a statement of objections send a strong signal that 

· and whilst the EC has not this was its intention. 
reached a formal conclusion The decision would still 
we are hopeful of receiving a have to be approved by 
clearance," said a· spokes- the full Commission 
man for the firms in London. . and checked with the 

Senior executives from member states, but these 
both firms have been in are· mainly formalities. 

The timing of the two reg­
ulatory decisions . appears to 
indicate a- hlgh level of co­
ordinaticirl,; between the EU 
and U~:·',·~,·::<·:t'. ' · . 

Concerns ;over ~-lhe merger 
have ·dJ.m'iiiiShed dramatic­
ally since''tbe,collapse of the 
$17bn merger between· 
KPMG and Ernst & Young. 

The two mergers together 
would have raised 
substantial concerns about 
the level of market 
concentrati9n ·.in the 
auditing business. 

However, on its own, the 
Price · Waterhouse and 
Coopers & Lybrand deal will 
not, it is thought, strengthen· 
or create a dominant 
position in the accountancy 
fleld. · ·· 

The last remaining issue ' · 
of an)'' substance is thought 
to be market share 
concentrations the merged 
firm ·would have lli specific 
areas - such as insurance 
and banking. ..· 

The firms have argued 
that the market should not 
be judged on 'national 
markets or using· out~dated 
defmitions of sectors such as 
banking. · 

/ 



Record Type: 

SUNTUM_M@ A1 
03/12/98 12:17:00 PM 

Record 

To : See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc : 
Subject: 1998-3-12 remarks to National Assn of Attorneys General 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release March 12, 1998 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 

ATTORNEYS GENERAL 

The Washington Court Hotel 
Washington, D.C. 

11 :16 A .M. EST 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much . Attorney General 
Doyle . Attorney General Reno, thank you for joining us here today 
and for the work you have done with the states' attorneys general and 
local prosecutors on domestic violence and to reduce the crime rate 
and a whole host of other issues. I want to thank Fred Duval for the 
work he does on my behalf with you and this association. And I'd 
also like to thank the two former attorneys general that are working 
for me -- Bonnie Campbell, who heads the Attorney General's effort on 
violence against women; and Chuck Burson, who was formerly president 
of NAAG, now the Vice President Counsel. 

I've really been looking forward to coming over here 
today. I have had the opportunity to know and work with most of you 
personally, and I see some former attorneys general out in the 
audience who were my colleagues and friends. I thank them for being 
here. 

It used to be a staple of all my speeches that the best 
job I ever had was being an attorney general , and to me it was. 



I 
I 

didn't have to hire or fire anybody-- (laughter ) --except the 
people on the staff. I didn't have to appoint or disappoint anybody. 
(Laughter.) Every unpopular thing I did I blamed on the 
Constitution. (Laughter.) Now I'm just a punching·bag from time to 
time -- (laughter) -- who's grateful to have an Attorney General. 
It's a very interesting thing. (Laughter and applause.) 

On a more serious note, I loved the job that you now 
hold. And I suspect that I ran for it for the same reason you did --
1 wanted to protect families and consumers and enforce the law. And 
you have been very strong allies of our administration and good 
partners in those endeavors, and I thank YOLI for that very much. In 
many ways, we are still colleagues -- whether it's on domestic 
violence or reducing crime or giving our young people a more positive 
f~:~ture. 

Now we're working together to bring our country to the 
verge of one of the greatest public health achievements in the 
history of our nation -- a historic triumph in our fight to protect 
our children from the deadly threat of tobacco. Together we have . 
waged a great struggle in the courts, in the Congress, across the 
negotiation tables and in our communities, where our children have 
been the targets of mass-marketing schemes and where you have been on 
the front lines to protect them from this effort to get them involved 
in addiction to tobacco. · ' 

We've made a lot of great strides in just a few years. 
And whenever I talk to any of you who are involved in this, naturally 
enough, we're always talking about what the present state of play is 
and what all the various issues are and what's going to happen 
tomorrow or what happened yesterday. And we can talk about that some 

more, too. But what I'd like to do is take.just a few moments to see 
how far we've come and then to visualize the outcome that I believe 
we will achieve -- first, to look back and see why we ever took on 
the tobacco companies in the first place when, when some of you filed 
your suits it was laughable -- people said it was a fight that was 
unwinnable; and, second, to look ahead to the end of the day -- what 
we have to do to win the fight, to ensure a healthier, stronger 
America for our children in the new century. 

We are poised· to enter this new century stronger than we 
have been in decades. This is a great moment for our country, full 
of opportunity. We have the lowest unemployment rate in 24 years,· 
the lowest inflatiJ>n rate in 30 years, the highest home ownership in 
history, smallest welfare rolls in 27 years, the lowest crime rate in 
24 years. It is a great moment of opportunity. 

We have a. chance to open vistas of peace and prosperity 
and freedom that our people have never before known. Because most of 



the next century will belong to our children and grandchildren 
instead of to ourselves, we, all of us together, have worked these 
last five years to give them a future of safety, health and security. 
We've done a lot of specific things in addition to the economic and 
crime and welfare statistics that I talked about. Here in Washington 
we have worked with many of you to implement a zero tolerance policy 
tb keep guns and drugs out of schools. The v-chip and the television 
ratings and educational television have helped parents to strengthen 
the values as well.as the minds of our children. · 

We've worked to bring order and discipline to our 
children's lives by supporting community reform efforts like curfews, 
school uniforms, tougher truancy laws; and to bring hope into their 
lives by supporting higher educational standards and keeping schools 
open after hours, because, as all of you know, most juvenile crime is 
committed when the school doors close for the day, but before the 
parents get home from work. We've worked to support community 
service, from America Reads to AmeriCorps to America's Challenge. 
And now we're helping to get millions of uninsured children the 
health insurance they need. 

This is a moment of great opportunity, but also of great 
obligation. And we have to build on this powerful momentum to make 
the future we want for our children. To me, that's the most 
important thing that you are doing in the tobacco litigation. 

It is so easy in good times to relax, but you and I both 
know that the world is changing so rapidly that whatever is happening 
today, there will be something different happening tomorrow. The 
sheer volume of knowledge is doubling every five years now. We are 
literally, because of. human genome research we are literally solving 
problems in a matter of days that took years to solve not long before 
I took office. The worldwide web is growing by something like 65,000 
web sites an hour now. When I took office, there were 50--
(laughter) -- 50. Think about that. Just a little over five years 
ago the web was the province of a handful of scientists, physicists, 
started by a government research project in the Defense Department. 
The government, quite properly, having done the basic research and 
getting it up and going, got out of the way, and now it's the fastest 
growing organ of human interaction ever, in all of human history. 

I say that again to hammer home the fact that when 
people have confidence because times are good, but leaders know times 
are changing, there is a heavier than normal responsibility to do the 
hard things for tomorrow. That is why it is so important that you 
have engaged this tobacco issue. I cannot overstate it. You know 
quite well that smoking kills more people every day than AIDS, 
alcohol, auto accidents, murders, suicides, drugs and fires combined;· 
and that nearly 90 percent of smokers lit their first cigarette 
before they turned 18. David Kessler, the former FDA Commissioner, 
called smoking a pediatric disease. Today and every day, 3,000 
children start smoking illegally; and 1 ,000 will have their lives 
shortened as a result. This is .a national epidemic. It is a 
national tragedy. We must struggle to end it until we prevail. 
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Just last month, the Journal of the American Medical 
Association concluded that advertisements and promotions were even 
more crucial than peer pressure in getting teens to start smoking. 
Now, the law says that they can't advertise tobacco products on 
television or radio, but you can't escape the ads anywhere else -- in 
our magazines, our sports centers, on billboards. Tobacco is one of 
the most heavily advertised products in America. 

In the early 1990s, Joe Camel alone had an advertising 
budget of $75 million. He could liave run for President. (laughter.) 
And that's a pretty good investment from the tobacco companies' point 
of view. More 3- to 6-year-olds can recognize Joe Camel than Mickey 
Mouse . 

The advertisements have taken a deadly toll. That's why 
you began to bring your lawsuits. That's why in 1995 I launched a 

. nationwide effort to prevent our tobacco companies from advertisin'g 
to children, to educate children about the dangers of smoking, to 
reduce children's access to tobacco products. Working with the FDA, 
we made it the law of the land essentially what was already the law 
in your states -- no sale of products to anyone under 18, required ID . 
showings for anyone under 27 to make sure teens don't buy cigarettes. 
And I'm very proud that last year the courts upheld this authority. 

Without the foresight and courage and determination of 
the attorneys general the progress would not have occurred. 
You put tobacco companies on the stand in courtrooms across America. 
You brought them to the bargaining table; you extracted important 
concessions. You raised awareness of tobacco's tragic cost to our 
economy and our children. You got documents out that needed to be 
out. Your work has been essential and the American people owe you an 
eternal debt of gratitude. 

The worst part of this epidemic is that it isn't the 
product of deadly natural forces raging out of control, but a 
sophisticated, deliberate marketing campaign targeted at our 
children. I don't know how many of you saw it over the weekend, but 
there was a story that I saw on at least two different networks about 
this deadly virus that gets into small rats in the Southwest, and 
because of El Nino and the warming, the area of influence of this 
little animal is larger. And the couple of hundred peo.ple that have 
gotten this infection from the mice, the small mice, in the last four 
years -- the fatality rate has been 50 percent. 

We spend a lot of time in our administration trying to 
make sure that the National Institutes of Health and the CDC has the 
investment they need both to do the research and then to set up the 
mechanisms to deal with the spread of disease. And as more and more 
of us travel to faraway places, and mor~ ·and more people from faraway 
places travel to us, and we meet strangers in the airport, one of the 
great challenges of the 21st century will be the spread of disease. 
One of the things that global warming has done is to raise mosquitoes 
bearing malaria to higher and higher altitudes now, so more and more 



people are exposed to it. Then they' travel and more and more people 
come in contact with it. There is now an actual public health 
phenomenon called airport malaria .. 

I'm saying that not to scare you.-- we'll figure out how 
to handle it, we'll deal with it -~ (laughter) -- but the point is 
that this is what we ought to be worried about. · That is we ought to 
be worried about those things that are arising out of the natural 
course of events over which we have no control, that require a public 
health response. We should not have to worry about things that are 
the deliberate result of calculated decisions to make money. We 
shouldn't do that. (Applause.) 

If it hadn't been for your efforts we might have had to 
wait another 30 years for the documents that have confirmed our worst 
suspicions. You did that. For years we've known cigarette makers 
study kids' habits and tastes, preying on them with targeted 
marketing. Joe Camel t-shirts, Virginia Slims rock concerts, toy 
race cars emblazoned with tobacco company logos -- the free giveaways 
tell the tale. 

Just last year some tobacco companies wanted to market 
what some called a kiddie-pack -- smaller, more affordable packs of 
cigarettes, sort of a starter kit. And I was in a community last 
week in which a person concerned about this told me that more and 
more cigarettes were being sold to children one by one, for a quarter 
apiece. 

Now, as the documents are released, we begin to learn 
the whole story. In an internal document, one company proudly 
described it's brand as, "the brand of choice among teenagers." 
Another described its plan to flavor cigarettes with apples, honey or 
Coca-cola because, "it's a well-known fact that teenagers like sweet 
products." Another company memorandum put it even more bluntly --

.the 14 to 24 age group, it says, "represent tomorrow's cigarette 
business." And tomorrow's Medicare and Medicaid bills and hospital 
wards and premature funerals. · 

This avalanche of evidence is bringing down the walls of 
deceit. Now we know the facts. Now you have acted. Now Congress 
must act. Congress must pass comprehensive tobacco legislation that 
gets the industry out of the business of marketing cigarettes to our 
chi_ldren. Thirty years of deception -- now Congress must act to 
bring it to an end. Thirty years of manipulation -- Congress must 
now act to bring it to an.end. And it must act now. (Applause.) 

Most Americans have 200 days left in their work calendar 
this year. But the work calendar schedule in Washington is only 68 
days -- partly because it's an election year, partly because of 
things that are scheduled for holidays, partly because members do 
have to go home, legitimately, and work in their home states and 
districts. I say that to say 68 days is not a lot left .this year, 
but it's more than enough to get this job done. The attorneys 
general have proved that this is not an issue o( party, but an issue 



of principle. It's not an issue that divides Amehca, but one that 
can unite us. 

I was in Utah the other day -- not exactly the strongest 
Democratic state in America. (Laughter.) And I was with Senator 
Bennett and Governor Lf!avitt and the two House members, and I said, 
it's wonderful that I'm here in Utah with my family just as this 
tobacco fight is opening; it's the only issue .1 can think of that all 
of Utah is to the left of me on. (Laughter.) And praise the Lord 
for the Mormon Church. (Laughter.) 

.But it's a funny story, but it illustrates a very 
serious and sober point. This is an American issue. This is not 
about politics. Believe me, there is a solid majority of Congress in 
both Houses, comprised of members of both parties, who want to do 
this and do this right. Now, it's a complicated issue --there are 
complicated questions of the jurisdiction in the Congress, which 
committees and subcommittees should have this piece. or that piece of 
the legislation. A lot of people are having trouble with how you 
work out the fu~ui'e liability of the tobacco companies, and how mu'ch 
to give up in return for the advertising fix that we want, which 
otherwise may not prevail in the courts. You know, there are all 
these questions out there. 

But what I want to tell you is that we can .do this. And 
you have to help us do this. You have to go to the Congress and say, 
a thousand kids a day is too high a price to pay for another year's 
delay. (Applause.) Thank you. Thank you very much. I think we 
should say clearly and simply that Congress should not go home until 
it passes comprehensive tobacco legislation. This is one thing that 
has to be done this year. (Applause.) 

Now, I have said ·1 would support any comprehensive 
bipartisan legislation if it meets five principies: I believe it 
must raise the price of cigarettes by up to $1 . 50 a pack over the 
next decade and impose tough .penalties on companies that continue to 
sell to kids. It must reaffirm the FDA's authority to regulate 
tobacco .Products. It must get the tobacco companies out of the 
business of marketing to our children. It must further our other 
public health goals and it must protect the tobacco farmers and their · 
communities .. And I take it we're all agreed on that; I think.that is 
very important. 

Today, I'm happy to report that Senators John Chafee, 
Bob Graham and Tom Harkin are introducing the first bipartisan bill 
that meets all five of these principles, and I strongly support their 
effort. It is a good, tough bill. I hope it gets wide support. The 
evidence is clearer than ever that this legislati<:>n will save lives. 
We hav.e now a recent study that says if Congress acts, we can cut 
teen smoking by almost half in 'the next five years alone. That means 
we can stop almost 3 million children from beginning. That means we 
can prevent almost 1 million premature deaths. 
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Again, I say, sure, there will be important issues to be 
worked out, even among allies. Even among yourselves, you have to 
worry about that. I know that. But if you decide that you have to 
act, then you figure out a way to work out the issues. This 30-year 
struggle also, I will say, is not about money. There are some budget 
and spending issues in Congress between· me and the Democrats and the 
Republicans -- three or four or five different ideas. But if we just 
remember this is not about money, it's not about the size of the 
prize we can extract from the tobacco industry, it is about 

· fulfilling our responsibilities to our children -- as parents, as a 
government, a~ a nation. 

You have shown enormous courage and foresight in helping 
us get where we are today. Again, I would say, in the heat of the 
moment do not forget how far we have come. If someone' had told me 
just a coupleof years ago we would be here today, hardly a one of 
you would have believed it. Be proud of what you have done, but 
bring all YOL!r influence to bear on the Congress. It's not a 
question of party, it's a matter of principle. And it will have a 
very great deal to do with what your country looks like when your 
children are sitting where you are today. · 

Thank you very much, and God bless you. (Applause.) 

END 11:40 A.M. EST 
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It's a privilege to address my former colleagues. I 

ran for attorney general for the same reasons you did--to 

protect families and consumers and to enforce the laws of ' 

my state. I want to thank you for being strong allies of 

this administration on everything from domestic violence 

to judicial appointments. Your leadership is important on . 

all these fronts, and I applaud you for it. 

In a sense, you and I are still colleagues. 

1 
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· Because of the work this administration has done, and the 

· work you have done, today we stand on the verge of one 

of the greatest public health qchievements in history--a 

historic triumph in our fight to protect America's children 

from the deadly threat of tobacco. Together we've waged 

a great struggle--in the courts, in the Congress, and 

·anywhere our nation's 'children have been targets of 

tobacco companies' mass-marketing schemes. And that's 

just about everywhere. The attorneys general know this, 

because you've been on the front lines. 

We've made ·great strides in just a few years. But 

when you're in the middle of a great struggle, it's 

difficult, someti~es, to see just how far you've come. 
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And that'? what I'd like to do today. First, to look back--

to consider why we ever took on tobacco companies in 

the first place, in a fight so many people said was 

unwinnable. And then I want to look ahead-~at what we · 

can do to win that fight, and to ensure a healthier, stronger 

· America for our children, and all of us, in the 21st 

century. 

· Our nation is poised to enter the next century stronger 

than it has been in decades. This is a great moment for 

·America, a moment full of opportunities to extend the 

promise of peace and prosperity, and to widen !he circle 

of opportunity. It is a moment to ensure that our deepest · · 

.values endure in a century that will bring great change. 
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Much of the next century will belong to our children, · 

and that is why we have worked so tirelessly, these five 

' ' 

years, to raise them in safety, health, and security. Our 

growing. economy is lifting families off the welfare rolls 

and into work. Our· zero tolerance policy has· helped keep 

guns and drug~ out of schools. The V -chip and 

educational television have helped parents strengthen the 

values and.minds of our children. We've worked to bring· 

· order and discipline to children's lives by supporting 

community efforts like curfews and school uniforms and 

tougher truancy· laws . .And last year, we helped mak~ sure 

-
. that millions of uninsured children get the medical 

coverage they. deserve and the help they need. 
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This is a moment of great opportunity--to ride this 

powerful momentum forward into the future. And that is 

why we've challenged the tobacco industry--one of the 

· most powerful industries in America--to fundamentally 

change the way it does business. The opportunity for . 

·change is great. And the stakes could not be higher. At 

stake js what America values most--its children. Their 

health, and their lives. 

Smoking kills more people every day than AIDS, 

alcohol, auto accidents, murders, suicides, drugs and fires 

combined. Nearly 90 percent of those smokers lit their 

first cigarette before they· turned 18. 

5 



r, 
i . 
I 
I 

I 
I That's why David Kessler, the former FDA 
I 
I 

I 
1 __ commissioner, called smoking a "pediatric disease." 
I 
I 

Today--and every day-~3,000 children will start smoking. 

1,000 of them will die prematurely because of it. 

This is a national epidemic, and a national tragedy, 

and for the sake of our children we will wage this struggle 

until we win it for good. 

Just last month, the J oumal of the American Medical 

Association concluded that advertisements and 

promotions were even more crucial than peer pressure in 

getting. teens to start smoking .. Is this any wonder? 
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The law- says they· can ,-t advertise tobacco products on 

television or the radio, but you can't escape the 

advertisements anywhere else. Cigarette ads in our 

magazines. _ Cigarette ads in our sports centers. Cigarette 

ads on O\lr billboards. Tobacco is one of the most heavlly 

advertised products in America. In the early 1990s, Joe 

Camel alone had an advertising budget of $75 million a 

year. A pretty good investment,_from the tobacco 

companies'- point of view: . more 3-to-6-year-olds could 

_recognize Joe Camel than they could Mickey Mouse. 

These advertisements have taken a deadly toll. 
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And that's why, in 1995, I launched a nationwide effort to 

prevent tobacco companies from advertising to children, 

to educate kids about the dangers of smoking, and to 

-reduce children's access to tobacco products. Wotking 

with the FDA, we made the law of the land what was 

. already the hiw in every one ofyour states--no sale of 

tobacco products to anyone under 18. And we'll ID 

anyone under 27 to make sure teens can't buy cigarettes. 

, I'm very pleased that the courts last year upheld _this 

authority. 

I. Without the foresight and the courage and the 

determination of the attorneys general who join us here 

today, the progress we~ve made would be unthinkable. 
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You put tobacco companies on the stand in· courtrooms 

across the Ian~. You_ brought them to the bargaining table 

and extracted important concessions. You raised 

awareness of tobacco's tragic costs to our economy and 

our children. Your work has been essential, and I applaud 

you for it. 

The worst part of this epidemic is that it is the 

product not of deadly natural forces raging out of control, 

but a sophisticated marketing campaign targeted at 

America's children. If not for your efforts, we might have 

waited another thirty years for the documents that have 

·confirmed our worst suspicions about the tobacco 

industry. 
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For yeats·, we've known that cigarette makers study our 

kids' habits and tastes, preying on them with targeted 

marketing. Joe Camel T-shirts, CD's, Virginia Slims rock 

concerts, toy race-cars emblazoned with tobacco company · 

logos--the free give-~ ways tell the tale. Andjust last year, 

some tobacco companies wanted tO' market what was 

called a "kiddie pack" --smaller, more affordable packs of· 

cigarettes. Sort of a starter kit. 

As more and more documents are released, we're. 

learning the whole story. In an internal document, one 

tobacco company-proudly described its brand as ''the 

brand of choice among teenagers." 

10 . 



Another described its plan to flavor cigarettes with apples, 

honey, or Coca-Cola, because "it's a well-known fact that 
\ . . 

teenagers like sweet products."· And another tobacco 

company memorandum put it even more bluntly. "The 

14-24 age group," it says, '.' ... represe~t tomorrow's 

cigarette b\lsiness." 

This avalanche of evidence is bringing down the 
. ' 

walls of deceit. Their conclusion is inescapable: that 

America needs arid Congress must pass comprehensive 

tobacco legislation that gets the tobacco industry out of· 

the business of marketing cigarettes to our. children. 
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Thirty years of deception--and only Congress can 

bring it to an end. Thirty years of manipulation--and ·only 

Congress can bring it to an end. And thirty years of 

deception and manipulation cannot be met with even·a 

day of delay. 

Most Americans have 200 work days left in the year. 

Congress has only 68 days left in session. And that's not 

a lot--but it's enough to g~t the job done. And so after 

thirty years of tobacco industry 9bstruction, denial and 

delay, let's make these 68 days a time of action for our 

nation's children. Congress should not go home until it 

passes comprehensive tobacco legislation that protects our 

children. 
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· I have said I would support any comprehensive, 

bipartisan tobacco legislation that meets five principles: it 

must raise the price of cigarettes by up to $1.50 a pack 

over the next decade and impose tough penalties on 

companies that continue to sell to kids; it must reaffirm 

·the FDA's authority to regulate tobacco products; it must 

get tobacco companies-out of the business of marketing to 

children; it must further our other public health goals; and 

must protect tobacco farmers and their. communities. 
- . 

Today, Senators John Chafee, Bob Graha~, and Tom 

Harkin are introducing the first bipartisan bill that meets 

.these principles, and I strongly support this effort. It is a 

good, tough bill and I hope it gets wide support. 
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The evidence is clearer than ever th.at strong and sweeping 

legislation will save lives. If Congress acts, we can cut 

teen smoking by almost half over the next five years. If 

Congress acts, we can stop almost three million children 

from taking that first _puff. If Congress acts, we can 

prevent almost one millio~ premature deaths.· . 

You and I know that in any legislation this important 

there will be many issues to work out, even among allies. 

But I am confident that we will resolve any budget or 

spending issues. After all, this thirty-year struggle is not 

about money. It is not about the size of the prize we can 

extract from the tobacco industry. 
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It is about fulfilling our responsibility to our children--our 

responsibility as parents, as a government, and as a· 

country. The attorneys general have shown great courage 

and foresight in helping us get. this far. Today I urge you 

to join me in taking the next, important step toward a 

healthier, stronger America in the 21st century. 
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