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~ PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS FOR GRIDIRON DINNER

WASHINGTON, DC

‘March 2.1, 1998




- Good evening Mr. Speaker, Erskine, distinguished -

guésts and ladies and 'géntlemen of the Gridiron. |
So. How was your week?

For 113 yéars, the Gridirbn Club has ﬁonored its one
defining rule: “Gridir_on humor singes but nevér burhs.” -
You have always maintained that code -- and I’-Vé got the
s‘i‘nge‘ marks to prove it. ‘But tonight, given Washingfon’s -
current political climate, I’d like to réquest that the people
‘In this room honor a second rule. And.-t‘.hat is : kindly
- withhold your subpoénas until all the jlokes have been

 told.



This is an ... unusual time in Washington. Our =~

~version of “March Madness.” So my preparation for this

- Gridiron speech was a little different than in years past.

 In fact, I Wasn’t_eVen sure if I was going to c'omle
tonight. My political team told me I had to. My legal |
team advised me not to. My national security téam

suggested I hold a Gridiron toWﬁ meeting.

By the way, Albfighi, Coheﬁand Berger may have to
- leave early. The NATO ExpanSion Bus Trip leaves first

‘thing in the morning.




So I'went to my trusted press secretary Mi‘ke |
McCurry for his ad_vioe. And here’s the speech he helped

- me write.

Good eVenin'g ladies and gentlemen of the Gridiron. I

have nothing further for you on that. _Thank you and |

good night. |

And, no Helen, [ will not parse “good‘eVening” for

you.

I am honored as always for this opportunity to share a

few laughs off-the-record -- or as we now say, under seal.



- - Butif anyone has to leave to use the washroom, don’t

"wor‘ryAabovut missing any of thisispeekch. | I’r n sure you’ll
| beable to read the.'transc'ript on 'somebody’s web page

later tonight.
.. And then you can read the retraction tomorrow.

But this year I offer my remarks with this caveat:

theywnere a lot funnier before the lawyers got their hands

on them.

... Oh wait, they t(’)ld‘me I couldn’t tell that joke.



This may be the only Speech in the long history of |

~ this club that has ever been redacted.

Imagine. A humor Speech from the deft pen of Bob
~ Bennett. If only Bob were as lighthearted and subtle as

his brother.

the»BrotherS Bennett: the Cain and Abel of K

Street.

But the counsel’s office did send over some material

they deemed funny't




. ‘-" :

Why did the chicken cross the road?

‘Res ipsa loquitur_.'

Why did the chicken cross the road? |

Asked and answered.

A lawyer and his client walk into a bar. The client
- turns to his lawyer and'says -- No wait. That’s |

privileged.

And here’s my favorite:
| Knock! Knock?!

‘Don’t answer that!



‘And' they also sent along this list of topics [ should

feel completely free to discuss -- like critical

infrastructure, the Africa trip, the Millennium Project.

Soéks.
Buddy. [thOughtﬁtl j)ause, -- then Shake head dnd |
- scratch it out. ] | l
‘. LaWygrs-who'se name [ can méntiori: Daqiél Webster,

Clarence Darrow, Ally McBeal.

Recent court cases I can mention: The Beef Industry

" vs. Oprah.




Independent prosecutors whose names I can mention

... Lawrence Walsh. |

People named Starr [ can mention: Brenda. Bart.

Ringo :

The lawyers also told me that this year, I can tell as -

many LincOln’Bedroém jokes as I want.

..AndTjustdid.



o "‘What’ a difference a year makes. Last year, I threw
myself down a flight of stairs to avoid coming to the
Gridiron. This yevar',,it’,s worsé, I’ve come to thneGridiron' |

to avoid going to the movies.

Now‘, [ know some have said that the character of the"
'southerh govemof in a récently released moi}ie was
“éoftened.” I don’t know about that. But I am proud to
announce that the Nati‘QnaI'Museum of Scientoio gy will

be Opening on the Mall this October.



| ny the way, you may not know this, but this is not the

- first time people Vhave' said J ohn TraVQlta modeled a-

character on me. [Strike fambus disco pose from

,“Saturddy Night Fever.”]

Yup. That’s my theme song. “Stayin’ Alive.”

.. Novak -- I'll explain that to you later.

'Before"I cOntinue, I want congratulate you, Erskine, |
“on a very funny speech. But I had no idea you were so
‘anxious to leave the White House and return home. If

only you had said something to me.

-10 -



Erskine was right. There was some concern that a
North Carolina millionaire businessman as our Chief-of-

Staff might be unpopular within somé segments of the

J

Democratic party. So we did what we could to 1mprove

Erskine Bowles’ reeeptmﬁ/ His name used to be Erskine

Golfs.

It’S tru.e. that Erskine actually, lives by that check list
- of his. On occasion, I use one too. In fact, I typed one
up for our meeting last January. It read: “Get Erskine to

stay.”

‘Check ... mate.

211 -



[ see my friend John Glehn sittihg over there.
Washing down his.tube of de.sse‘rt with a glass of Tang. |
As_ma_riy of you know, later this year he will be
| conducting an e?cperiment n agli'ng -- not unlike the one

pedus Ch
I’VGA w@%wtly.

John, I am proud of you. But‘I want ydu to know: If it
were up to me to compile a list of senators to send into
outer space, yOu, my friend, would be way down on the

list.

I enjoyed your‘ speech, too, Mr. Speaker. It was very

funny. It really made me miss the Contract with America.

_12-



In fact, T can hardly wait to read your next manifesto,

the Contract with New Hampshire.

You know,' Newt, I've bgeﬁ aécused of cb-b.pti_n}g;
‘Republicar'l 1deas and making thém my own. Now ylou’.re
taking a page out o.f“’my book-- but I think you got‘a little
mixed up. Wheni ran, I said we’d put lO0,00Q copson -
the stréet and now we want to puf IO0,000 -te‘achers in the -
classroom. The way I hear it, you want to p‘l'lt 100,"(')00

cops in the classroom and 100,000 teachers on the street.

- 13-
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This is a Congress with nothing to do -- and no time

~ todoit.
" There’s so little going on in Congress:
....Quorum Calls go directly to voice mail.

...when the bell rings for a vote, members hit the

snooze button.

....C-SPAN viewers are anxiously awaiting Al Gore’s

24-hour all-earth channel.

5.




Mr. Speaker, my suggestion was “Social Security |

- First,” not “Social Seéurity Only.”

Bﬁ%l am proud that working together with Speaker |
Gingrich, We’ve'hammered out a truly historic balanced -
budget agreement. The fact 1s, we had no choice; but to
~ submit a balancéd budget by 1999 -- because the OMB -
computers crashed every time we tried to go to the yéar

2000.

1 don’t want to alarm anyone, but this “millennium

“bug” is a very big deal.

16 -




As you know, at midnight on New Year’s Eve in
1999, millions of cornputers will suddenly revert to the
Year 19100 ... And millions of 'tel,evisivovns will suddenly

switch to “Dick Clark’s RagtimeNew Year’s Eve.”

Sgit,’s time to act. It is time for the American people
z :

to build that bridge ... to the 20th Century.
A world where every 8 year old can churn butter --

where every 12 year old can work in a mine -- where

every 18 year old can support a family-of four.

-17 -



An exciting new era propelléd by the infinite and

- powerful promise of steam.

...when the abacus will get smaller and more

| p0wérful.

...when the Gold Standard will be a bad new idea.

| [T yrn to Bob Novak.] Sorry, Bob.
And I challenge America,. before the end of this

‘century, to send a man to the South Pole -- and return him

- safely home.

-18-



Now, it’s'not going to be easy for all of us to getused

to the 'challen'ges. of this new era.

We must prepare for a New EConomy, based on

electricity.

Our children lag behind those of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. The Ottoman Empire. Siam. If we
-_ ar'e‘ to compete in the international economy, our children

must be fluent in Morse Code.

And we must steel ourselves for an era of “yellow

journalism.” ... Nah. That’ll never happen. Mec: “Prets e
qamie o ~fe

19



| \
As long as we’re harking back to the turn of the Wﬂé ‘

éentury, let’s not fdrgétanother important devel_opment of
that time: the earliest y’eayrsi of the GridirQn,Club. The

" Gridiron has really se‘ene‘lilot of history since then. And it

céﬁainly. has come alléng way Since that fateful night in

B 1906, when Téddy RQ‘oSevellt became enraged by a

'cartoorll in the evening’s program which referred to a

politicaliﬂ_ap about which H¢ was’particﬁlarly sensitive ...

SO enfaged, in fact, that hé and'a-fell.ow guest, Sénator

Joseph Fo)re'lker, his chief critic 'in.CQngre_ss, nearly cafrie | |

to blows -- and stOppelc,l the dinner cold before the soup

was served.

- -20-



So no matter how pointed some of the jokes may
'seem now, the truth is, we all come away from the
~ Gridiron dinners a little lighter in spirit -- and a little

~ heavier in body.

... Because as long as I’m President, at the very least,

we’ll get to eat dessert.

~ Thank you and good night. -

21




Draft 3/19/98 5:00pm

' PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS FOR GRIDIRON DINNER
WASHINGTON, DC

' March 21,1998

Good evening Mr. Speaker Erskine, dlstlngulshed guests and ladies and gentlemen of the
Gridiron. :

So. How was your week?

I know that for 113 years, the Gridiron Club has honored its one defining rule: “Gridiron-
humor singes but never burns.” You have always maintained that code -- and I’ve got the singe
marks to prove it. But tonight, given Washington’s current political climate, [’d like to request
that the people in this room honor a second rule.  And that is: kindly withhold your subpoenas '
until all the jokes have been told.. '

This is an ... unusual time in Washlngton Our version of “March Madness.” So my
preparation for thrs Gndlron speech was different than in years past.

In fact, I wasn’t even sure if I was going to come here tonight. My political team told me
[ had to. My legal team advised me not to. My national security team suggested I hold a
Gridiron town meeting , - -

By the way, Albright, Cohen and Berger may have to leave early. The NATO Expansmn 4
Bus Trip leaves first thing i in the mormng ' :

?

So I went to my trusted press secretary Mike McCurry for h1s adv1ce And here s the
speech he helped me write.

Good evening ladies and gentlemen of the Gridiron. I have nothing further for you on
that. Thank you.and good night.

And,,no Helen, I will not parse “good evening” for you.
I am honored as always for this opportunity to share a few laughs off-the-record -- or as
we say, under seal. But if anyone has to leave to use the washroom, don’t worry about missing

any of this speech. I’'m sure you’ll be able to read the transcript on the Intem_et later tonight.

And read the retraction tomorrow.



But this year I offer my remarks W1th this caveat: they were a lot funnrer before the

lawyers got their hands on them.

... Oh wait, they told me I couldn’t tell that joke.

- This may be the only speech in the long hlstory of this club that has ever been redacted.

Imagine. A humor speech from the deft pen of Bob Bennett If only Bob were as -

lighthearted and subtle as his brother

... the Brothers Bennett: the Cain and Abel of K Street.
But the counsel’s office did send over some material that they deemed funny.

Why did the chicken cross the road‘7 :

Res ipsa loquitur

Why did the chicken cross the road?
Asked and answered.

A lawyer and his client walk into a bar The client turns to his lawyer and says
-- No walt That’s privileged.

And here’s my fdvorite:

Knock! Knock! -
Don’t answer that!

And they also sent along this list of topics I should feel completely fréee to discuss --

like critical infrastructure, the Africa trip, the Millennium Project.

want.

Socks.

Buddy. [thoughtful pause -- then shake head and scratch it out.]

Lawyers whose name I can mention; Janet Reno, Clarence Darrow, Ally McBeal. -
Recent court cases I can mention: The Beef Industry vs. Oprah.

‘Independent prosecutors whose names I can mention: Lawrence Walsh.

People named Starr I can mention: Brenda. Bart. Ringo.

The lawyers also told me that this year, I can tell as many Lincoln Bedroom jokes as [

....And I'just did.




What a difference a year makes. Last year, I threw.myself down a flight of stairs to avoid
going to the Grldlron This year, it’s worse. I’ve come to the Gridiron to avoid going to the .
movies. ‘ '

Now, I know some have said that the character of the southern governor was “softened”
in a recently released movie. [ don’t know about that. But I am proud to announce that the
Museum of Scientology will be opening on the Mall this October.

By the way, ybu may not know this, but this is not the first time John Travolta a modeled

a character on me. [President strikes famous disco pose from “Saturday Night Fever."]
Y4up. That"s rhy tﬁeme song. “Stayin’ Alive.”
....Novak -- I'll exbléin that to you later. - '
R . * k%

Erskine

Before I continue, I want congratulate you, Erskine, on a very funny Speech. But.I had no
idea you were so anxious to leave the White House and return home. If only you had said
something to me. '

Erskine was right. There was some concern that a North.Carolina millionaire
businessman as our Chief-of-Staff might be unpopular within some segments of the Democratic
party. We did what we could to 1mprove ks reception, His name used to be Erskine Golfs.

—fvrmv{wae Bowles.

It’s true that Erskine actually lives by that check list of his. On occasion, I use one too.

In fact, I typed one up for our meeting last January. It read: “Get Erskine to stay.”

Check mate.
John Glenn
- I see my friend John Glenn sittingyover there. Washing down his tube of dessert with a
glass of Tang. As many of you know, later this year he will be conducting an experiment in

aging -- not unlike the one I’ve conducted recently. -

John, I am proud of you. But I want you to know: If I could compile a list of senators fo
send into outer space, you, my friend, would be far down on the list. .

Newt

1 enjoyed your speech too Mr Speaker. It was very funny It really made me miss the
~ Contract with America.




In fact, I can hardly wait to read your next rnanifesto, the Contract with New Hampshire.

You know, Newt, the voterséjr’hreall%crave substance. When I ran, | said we’d put
100,000 cops on the street and ot 100‘“?)0 teachers in the classroom. I’m not sure how your

plan will go over, however .. put 100,000 cops in the classroom and 100,000 teachers on the
street.

I look around the room and see a number of your potential rivals for your party’s
nomination: Mr. Forbes, Mr. Alexander, Mr. Buchanan, and Governor Pataki. By the way
gentlemen, Al Gore sends his regards, He couldn’t be here because ‘tonight he is attending the
Dixville Notch Gridiron Dinner.

But Newt and the Republicans set a legislative agenda and a legislative calendar that
gives him plenty of free time to spend in New Hampshire. As of tonight, the 105th Congress has
only [60] more working days left. Newt, does that mean you’re recons1der1ng your position on
health benefits for part -time workers?

This is a Congress with nothing to do -- and no time to do it.
There’s so little going on in Congress:
....Quorum Calls go directly to voice mail.
...when the bell for a vote rings, members hit the snooze button
....C SPAN viewers are anxiously awaiting Al Gore’s 24-hour all-earth channel.
Mr. Speaker, my suggestion was “Social Security First,” not “Social Security Only.”
Millennium bug
But [ am proud that working together with Speaker Gingrich, we’ve hammered out a truly .
historic balanced budget agreement. The fact is, we had no choice but to submit a balanced

budget by 1999. Because the OMB computers crashed every tlme we tried to set up spread
sheets that went beyond the year 2000.

I don’t want to alarm anyone, but the “millennium bug” is a very big deal. As you know,
at midnight on New Year’s Eve, millions of computers will suddenly revert to the Year 1900.
And millions of televisions will suddenly switch to “Dick Clark’s Ragtime New Year’s Eve.”

So it’s time to act. It is time for the American people to meet the challenges . of the
20th Century.

A world where every 8 year old can churn butter -- where every 12 year old can work ina
mine -- where every 18 year old can support a family of four.







Draft 3/19/98 4:00pm

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS FOR GRIDIRON DINNER
WASHINGTON, DC
March 21, 1998

Good evening Mr. Speaker, Erskine, distinguished guests and ladles and gentlemen of the
Gridiron.

So. How was your week?

I know that for 113 years, the Gridiron Club has honored its one defining rule: “Gridiron
humor singes but never burns.” You have always maintained that code -- and I’ve got the singe
_ marks to prove it. But tonight, given Washington’s current political climate, I’d like to request
that the people in this room honor a second rule. And that is: kindly withhold your subpoenas
until all the jokes have been told.

This is an ... unusual time in Washington. Our version of “March Madness.” So my
preparation for this Gridiron speech was different than in years past.

In fact, I wasn’t even sure if I was going to come here tonight. My political team told me
I had to. My legal team advised me not to. My national security team suggested I hold a
Gridiron town meeting. '

By the way, Albright, Cohen and Berger may have to leave eariy. The NATO Expansion
Bus Trip leaves first thing in the morning.

So I went to my trusted press secretary Mike McCurry for his advice. And here’s the
speech he helped me write.

Good evening ladies and gentlemen of the Gridiron. I have nothlng further for you on
that. Thank you and good nlght

And, no Helen, I will not parse “good evening” for you.
I am honored as always for this opportunity to share a few laughs off-the-record -- or as
we say, under seal. But if anyone has to leave to use the washroom, don’t worry about missing

any of this speech. I’'m sure you’ll be able to read the transcript on the internet later tonight.

And read the retraction tomorrow.



But this year I offer my remarks with this caveat: they were a lot funnier before the
lawyers got their hands on them. ' '

Oh wait, they told me I couldn’t tell that joke.
This may be the only speech in the long history of this club that has ever been redacted.

Imagine. A humor speech from the deft pen of Bob Bennett. If only Bob were as

lighthearted and subtle as his brother.

... the Brothers Bennett: the Cain and Abel of K Street.
But the counsel’s office did send over some material that they deemed funny.

Why did the chicken cross the road?
Res ipsa loquitur

Why did the chicken cross the road?
Asked and answered.

A lawyer and his client walk into a bar. The client turns to his lawyer and says
-- No wait. That’s privileged.

Knock! Knock!
Don’t answer that!

And they also sent along this list of topicé I should feel completely free to discuss -- like

critical infrastructure, the Africa trip, the Millennium Project.

want.

Socks.

Buddy. [thoughtful pause -- then shake head and scratch it out. )

Lawyers whose name I can mention: Janet Reno, Clarence Darrow, Ally McBeal.
Recent court cases I can mention: The Beef Industry vs. Oprah '
Independent prosecutors whose names I can mention: Lawrence Walsh.

People named Starr I can mention: Brenda. Bart. Ringo.

The lawyers also told me that this year, I can tell as many Lincoln Bedroom jokes as I

....And I just did.

What a difference a year makes. Last year, I threw mysélf down a flight of stairs to avoid

going to the Gridiron. This year, it’s worse. I’ve come to the Gridiron to avoid going to the

-2-



movies.
Now, some have said that the character of the.southern governor has been “softened” in
this movie. I don’t know about that. But I am proud to announce that the Museum of

Scientology will be opening on the Mall this October.

By the way, you may not know this, but this is not the first time John Travolta a modeled
a character on me. President strikes famous disco pose from “Saturday Night Fever.”

‘ Yup. That’s my theme song. “Stayin’ Alive.”

...... Novak -- I’'ll explain that to you later.

* ok ok

Erskine
Congratulations, Erskine, on a very funny speech. But I had no idea you were so anxious
‘to leave the White House and return home. If only you had said something to me.

Erskine was right. There was some concern that a North Carolina millionaire
businessman as our Chief-of-Staff might be unpopular within some segments of the Democratic

party. We did what we could to improve his reception. His name used to be Erskine Golfs.

It’s true that Erskine actually lives by that check list of his. On occasion, I use one too.
In fact, I typed one up for our meeting last January. It read: “Get Erskine to stay.” Check mate.

John Glenn

I see my friend John Glenn sitting over there. Washing down his tube of dessert with a
glass of Tang. As many of you know, later this year he will be conducting an experiment in
aging -- not unlike the one I’ve conducted recently. John, I am proud of you. But I want you to
know: If I could compile a list of senators to send into outer space, you, my friend, would be far .
down on the list. '

Newt

I enjoyed your speech too, Mr. Speaker. It was very funny. It really made me miss the
Contract with America.

In faet, I can hardly wait to read your next manifesto, the Contract with New Hampshire.
You know, Newt, the voters there really crave substance. When I ran, I said we’d put

-3.




100,000 cops on the street and another 100,000 teachers in the classroom. I’m not sure how your
plan will go over, however ... put 100,000 cops in the classroom and 100,000 teachers on the
street.

I look around the room and see a number of your potential rivals for your party’s
nomination: Mr. Forbes, Mr. Alexander, Mr. Buchanan, and Governor Pataki. By the way
gentlemen, Al Gore sends his regards. He couldn’t be here because tonight he is attending the
Dixville Notch Gridiron Dinner. '

But Newt and the Republicans set a legislative agenda and a legislative calendar that
gives him plenty of free time to spend in New Hampshire. As of tonight, the 105th Congress is
only in session for 60 more days. Newt, does that mean you’re reconsidering your position on
health benefits for part-time workers?

\

This is a Congress with nothing to do -- and no time to do it.
There’s so little going on in Congress:

....Quorum Calls go directly to voice mail.
....when the bell for a vote rings, members hit the snooze button.
....C-SPAN viewers are anxiously awaiting Al Gore’s 24-hour all-earth channel.

Mr. Speaker, my suggestion was “Social Security First,” not “Social Security Only.”

Millennium bug

But I am proud that working together with Speaker Gingrich, we’ve hammered out a balanced
budget agreement. The fact is, we had no choice but to submit a balanced budget by 1999.
Because the OMB computers crashed every time we tried to set up spread sheets that went
beyond the year 2000.

I don’t want to alarm anyone, but the “millennium bug” is a very big deal. As you know, |
at midnight on New Year’s Eve, millions of computers will suddenly revert to the Year 1900.

And millions of televisions will suddenly switch to “Dick Clark’s Ragtime New Year’s Eve.”

So it’s time to act. It is time for the American people to meet the challenges ... of the
20th Century. “

A world where every 8 year old can churn butter -- where every 12 year old can work in a
mine -- where every 18 year old can support a family of four.

An exciting new era propelled by the infinite and powerful promise of steam.



A time when flying machines will link mankind across borders and vast expanses -- the
age of dirigibles and balloons.

A time when the abacus will get smaller and more powerful.

A time when advances in refrigeration allow food leftover at dinner to be enjoyed the
next day at lunch.

A time when the Gold Standard will be a bad new idea. [Turns to Bob Novak.]
Sorry, Bob.

And at the dawn of this century, I challenge America to send a man to the South Pole by
the end of the decade -- and return him safely to his wife and kids.

Now, it’s not going to be easy for all of us to get used to the challenges of that time.
We must prepare for a New Econemy, based on electricity.

Our children lag behind those of the Austro-Hungarians. The Ottoman Empire. Siam. If
we are to compete in the international economy, our children must be fluent in Morse Code.

And we must steel ourselves for an era of “yellow journalism.”
Nah. That’s too hard to imagine.
Conclusion

#HEH
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- PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
REMARKS FOR GRIDIRON DINNER
WASHINGTON, DC
March 21, 1998

Good evemng Mr. Speaker, Erskine, distinguished guests and ladies and gentlemen of the
Gridiron. '

So. How was your week?

I know that for 113 years, the Gridiron Club has honored its one defining rule: “Gridiron
humor singes but never burns.” You have always maintained that code -- and I’ve got the singe
marks to prove it. But tonight, given Washington’s current political climate, I’d like to request
that the people in this room honor a second rule. And that is: kindly withhold your subpoenas
until all the jokes have been told.

This is an ... unusual time in Washington. Our version of “March Madness.” So my
preparation for this Gridiron speech was different than in years past.

In fact, I wasn’t even sure if I was going to come here tonight: My political téam told me
I had to. My legal team beggef me not to. My national securlty team told me to do a town

meeting.

By the way, Albright, Cohen and Berger may have to leave early. The NATO Expansion
Bus Trip leaves first thing in the morning.

So I went to my trusted press secretary Mike McCurry for his adv1ce And here’s the
speech he helped me write.

Good evening ladies and gentlemen of the Gridiron. _Q W ﬂ»ék
Thank you and good night. . '
And, no Send, I will not parse “good evening” for you. -

I am honored as always for this opportunity to share a few laughs off-the-record -- or as
we say, under seal. But if anyone has to leave to use the washroom, don’t worry about missing

any of this speech. I m sure you’ll be able to read the transcript %
7 TV ottty
But this year I offer my remarks with this caveat: they were a lot funnier before the M,
e



lawyers got their hands on them.

....... Oh wait, they told me I couldn’t tell that joke.

This may be the only speech in the long history of this club that has ever been redacted.

Imagine. A humor speech from the deft pen of Bob Bennett. If only Bob were as

lighthearted and subtle as his brother.

... the Brothers Bennett: the Cain and Abel of K Street. A
But the counsel’s office did send over some material that they deemed funny.

Why did the chicken cross the road?
Res ipsa loquitur

Why did the chicken cross the road?
Asked and answered.

-~
A lawyer and his client walk into a bar. The client turns\/ to his lawyer and says -- No

wait. That’s privileged.

Knock! Knock!
Don’t answer that!

And they also sent along this list of topics I should feel completely free to discuss -- like

critical infrastructure, the Africa trip, the Millennium Project.

want.

Socks. -

- Buddy. [thoughtful pause -- then shake head and scratch it out.]

Lawyers whose name [ can mention: Janet Reno, Clarence Darrow, Ally McBeal.-
Independent prosecutors whose names I can meéntion: Lawrence Walsh.
Recent court cases I can mention by name: Oprah vs. The Beef Industry

The lawyers also told me that this year, I can tell'as many Lincoln Bedroom jokes as I

....And I just did.

. What a difference a year makes. Last year, I threw myself down a flight of stairs to avoid

- going to the Gridiron. This year, it’s worse. I’ve come to the Gridiron to avoid going to the
movies. ‘ ;

-9.




Now some have said that the character of the southern governor has been “softened” i1
this movie. I don’t know about that. But I am proud to announce that the Museum of
Scientology will be opening on the Mall this October. -

[By the way, you may not know this, but this is not the first time John Travolta a modeled
a character on me. President strikes famous disco pose from “Saturday Night Fever.”]

o mwmry«m%%g

Erskine

Congratulations, Erskrne on a very funny speech. But I had no idea you are anxrous to (,
leave the White House and return home. I only wish you had said something to me. W]
balicne ook | . R :
6'ﬁlere was some concern that a North Caroling pillionaire businessman as our Chief-of-
Staff might be unpopular yv1th1n some segments of t emocratic party. We did what we could
to improve s reception', His name used to be ErsKine Golfs. o
{rong Dovtes ¥

John Glenn

I see my friend John Glenn sitting over there. Washing down his tube of dessert with a
glass of Tang. As many of you know, later this year he will be conducting an experiment in
aging -- not unlike the one I’ve conducted recently. John, I am proud of you. But I want you to
know: If T could compile a list of senators to send into outer space, you, my friend, would be far
down on the list. : '

Newt

I enjoyed your speech 'too,‘Mr. Speaker. It was very funny. It really made me miss the
Contract with America. ‘ '

In fact, I can hardly wait to read yo’ur next manifesto, the Contract with New Hampshire.

You know, the voters there really crave snbétanc’e. When I ran, I said we’d put 100,000
cops on the street and another 100,000 teachers in the classroom. I’m not sure how your plan
will go over, however ... put 100,000 cbps in the classroom and 100,000 teachers on the street.

ﬂf“ﬂeﬁ I look around the room and see a number of your potential rivals for your party’s’
mination: Mr. Forbes, Mr. Alexander, Mr. Buchanan, and Governor Pataki. The last time the
N%ZL({,W Speaker was in a room with so many people who want to defeat him, he was in the House

d‘ﬁ%/ Repubhcan caucus. o o
A But Newt and the Republicans set a legislative agenda and a legislative calendar that

gives him plenty of free time to spend in New Hampshire. As of tonight, they are only in session
. TA0:00 @i s v piduevill Vo
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for 60 more days. Newt does that mean you re recon51der1ng your position on health benefits -
-~ for part-time workers?

This is a Congress with nothrng to do’-- and no time to do 1t < % /,‘6{' W\;

There s so little going in Congress
....Quorum Calls go directly to voice mail. _
....when the bell for a vote rings, members hit the snooze button. -~
. ....C-SPAN viewers are anxiously awaiting Al Gore’s 24-hour all-earth channel.

Mr. Speaker, my suggestion was “Social Security First,” not “Social Security Only.”

Millennium bug

We had no choice but to submit a balanced budget by 1999. Because the OMB
computers crashed every time we tried to set up spread sheets that went beyond the year 2000.

I don’t want to alarm anyone, but the ‘;millennium bug”.is a very hig deal. As you know,
at midnight on New Year’s Eve, millions of computers will suddenly revert to the Year 1900.

And millions of televisions will suddenly switch to “Dick Clark’s Ragtime New Year’s Eve.”

So it’s time to act. It is time for the Amerrcan people to meet the challenges ... of the
20th Century.

A world where every 8 year old can churn butter -- where every 12 year old can work in a
- mine -- where every 18 year old can support a family of four.

A time when flying machrnes will hnk mankind across borders and vast expanses -- the
age of dirigibles and balloons.

A time when the abacus will get-smaller-and more powerful.

When unsinkable luxury liners w1ll crrss-erosd the ocean.

: A time when the Gold Standard w111 be a bad new idea. [T urns to Bob Novak]
Sorry, Bob.

Now, it’s not going to be easy for all of us to get used to the challenges of that time.

We must prepare for a New Economy, based on electricity.

Our children lag behind those of the Austro Hungarians,qhe Ottoman Empire, @; Siam.v

. "




If we are to compete in the international economy, our children must be fluent in Morse Code.
. And we must steel ourselves for an era of “yellow journalism.”

_ N.ah. That’s too hard to imagine. ' . |
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POTUS GRIDIRON DRAFT
3/17

Good evening Mr. Speaker, Erskine, distinguished guests and
ladies and gentlemen of the Gridiron.

So. How was your week?

I know that for 113 years, the Gridiron Club has honored its one
defining rule: “Gridiron humor singes but never burns.” You have
always maintained that code -- and I’ve got the singe marks to
prove it. But tonight, given Washington’s current political
climate, I’'d like to request that the people 'in this room honor a
second rule. And that is: kindly withhold your subpoenas until
all the jokes have been told.

u e umud pal _ bu 2oMm, v@aﬁbv.vFVMaAaa W adood — S0
This being-# time in Washington_ urtike—amy—othexd my preparation
for this speech to the Gridiron Club was different than in years
past. I went to my trusted press secretary Mike McCurry for his
advice. And here’s the speech he helped me write.

C
Good evening ladies and gentlemen of the Gridiron.
Thank you and good night.

And, no Sam, I will not parse “good evening” for you.

I am honored as always to address the Gridiron Club, because I
appreciate this opportunity to share a few laughs off-the-record
-- or as we say, under seal. But if anyone has to leave to use
the washroom, don’t worry about missing any of this speech. I'm
sure you’ll be able to read the transcript in Monday s Washington
Post. :

But this year I offer my remarks Qith this caveat: they were a
lot funnier before the lawyers got their hands on them.

....... Oh wait, they told me I couldn’t tell that joke.

Th*s may be the only speech in the long history of this club that
has ever been redacted.

Imagine. A humor speech from the deft pen of Bob Bennett. If
only Bob were as lighthearted and subtle as his brother.

[Bennett brothers joke TK]
Cain and Abel of K Street:




But the counsel’s office did send over some material that "they
deemed appropriate and funny.

Why did the chicken cross the road?
Res ipsa loquitur

Why did the chicken cross the road?
Asked and answered.

A lawyer and his client walk into a bar. The client turns.
to his lawyer and says -- No wait. That’s privileged.

Knock! Knock!
Don’t answer that!

But they did send alohg this list of topics I should feel
completely free to discuss: . .

NATO expansion.

The Africa trip.

The Millennium Project.

The front half of Buddy.

All of Socks. .
Lawyers whose name I can mention: Janet Reno, Clarence
Darrow, Ally McBeal. :
Independent prosecutors whose names I can mention: Lawrence
Walsh.

Recent court cases I can mentlon by name: Oprah vs. The Beef
Industry

~Paula Adbul.

Monica Seles.

Kathleen Hall Jamlson

Bart Starr .

The weather. Global Warming. El Nino

The NCAA’s : , '

And, of course, Bob Novak.

The lawyers also told me that this year, I can tell as many
Lincoln Bedroom jokes as I want. ‘

.And I just did.
What é‘difference-a year makes. Last year, I threw myself down a

flight of stairs to avoid going to the Gridiron. This year, it’s
worse. I’ve come to the Gridiron to avoid going to the movies.



Now, some have said that the character of the southern governor
has been “softened” in this movie. I don’t know about that. But
I am proud to announce that the Museum of Scientology will be
opening on the Mall this October.

And I assure you, there is no connection to the recent shortening
of the name of the White House Office of Science and Technology.

[By the way, you may not know this, but this is not the first
time John Travolta a modeled a character on me. ]

[President strikes famous disco pose from "“Saturday Night
Fever."”]

* k&

Erskine :
Congratulations. Erskine on a very funny speech. But I had no idea
you are anxious to leave the White House and return home. I only

wish you had said something to me.

There was some concern that a North Carolina millionaire
businessman as our Chief-of-Staff might be unpopular within some
segments of the Democratic party. We did what we could to
improve his reception. His name used to be Erskine Golfs.

John Glenn _
I see my friend John Glenn sitting over there. Washing down
- his tube of dessert with a glass of Tang. John, I am proud of )Q%Fu)@w}
the mission you will take this year but I want you to know:/If I v Aq
could compile a list of senators to send into outer space, you,
my friend, would be far down on the list.

Newt :
I enjoyed your speech too, Mr. Speaker. It was very funny. It%»A.hd¢&&ur

really made me miss the Contract with America. Aéfwt%zjﬂﬁga
the '

In fact, I can hardly wait to read your next manifesto, Crfvact
Contract with New Hampshire. ld/éﬂuﬁﬁaz

I look around the room and see a number . of your potential rlvals
for your party’s nomination: Mr. Forbes, Mr. Alexander, Mr.-
Buchanan, and Governor Pataki. The last time ‘the Speaker was in
a room with so many people who want to defeat him, he was in the
House Republican caucus.

But Newt and the Republicans set a legislative agenda and a
legislative calendar that gives him plenty of free time to spend
in New Hampshire. As of tonight, they are 60 days left in
session for the rest of the year. ©Newt, does that make you
reconsider your position on extending health benefits to part-

wne workersr 17 M%%%W—Wg



This is a Congress with nothing to do -- and no time to do it.

There’s so little going in Congress,

.Quorum Calls go directly to voice mail.

.when the bell for a vote- rlngs, members hit the snooze
button

.C-SPAN viewers are anxiously awaiting Al Gore’s 24 hour all-
earth channel.

Mr. Speaker, my suggestlon was “Social Securlty First,” not
“Social Security Only.’

This Congress is a hotbed of political rest.

stray joke '
Yuwﬂsr-We ve put 100,000 cops on the street and now we've proposed to
A{- put another 100,000 teachers in the classrooms. Not to be
-+ confused with the Speaker’s plan to put 100,000 cops in the
' classroom and 100,000 teachers on the streets.

N

Budget surplus
We had no choice but to submit a balanced budget by 1999.
‘Because the OMB computers crashed every time we tried to set up
.spread sheets that went beyond the year 2000.

Before we decided to apply out budget surplus to saving
Social Security, we considered a number of ideas. Some better
than others:

We looked into purchasing the rights to broadcast NFL
football games on C-SPAN.

Have a really big NCAA pool.

Stock up on $900 hammers.
S&meone -= I‘can’t remember who —-- suggested we Jjust split
it evenly between Iowa and New Hampshire.

Use it to offset revenue losses in case the Republicans pass
a flat tax.

One plan proposed we build an actual bridge to the 21st
Century.

But the plan we nearly went with was using the entire $200
billion to pay for one more year of “Seinfeld.”



Buddy .

Mr. Safire, we are not giving back that dog!

Cabinet commercial endorsements

Ever since my secretary of Health & Human appeared in an ad for
the milk council, I've been getting requests from other members
of my administration to do more things in public.

Janet Reno is eager appear in. ads for fledgling software
developers.

CNN wants Madeline Albright, Sandy Berger and Bill Cohen to host
a weekly show ....on MSNBC.

Here’s a script Bill Cohen submitted for approval: “Take it from
~the Secretary of Defense. Use The Club.”

And Bob Rubin was approached about putting his signature on
Mexican currency.

Dick Riley wants to do a PSA: ‘Say No to Cliff Notes’

millennium bug
(words of advice for those preparing for the 1900's.)

In the past year, I’'ve been talking a lot about building a bridge
to the 21st centuries and the marvels and challenges that wait
for us there. But there is also another threshold we face as a
nation. The millenium bug. .As has been widely reported, many of
our older computers have only two digits for the date and will
revert back to 1900.

Some Americans -- and perhaps some of .you here tonight -- will
have to prepare for the twentieth century. You will have to
learn to ride a horse, use a washboard or write with a fountain
pen. And you’ll have to learn to make Jell-O from scratch
There were no instant pudding mixes back in 1900.

In the twentieth century, abacuses will continue to get smaller
and more powerful.

We have to adjust to an economy based on electricity.



If we are to compete in the international economy, our students
must be fluent in Morse ‘Code. :

More like this
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Record Type: Record

To: . LoWeII A. Weiss/WHO/EOP, Jeffrey A. Shes'ol/\NHO/EOP

cc: .
Subject: Erskine's Gridiron first draft

More to come.

Forwarded by Jordan Tamagni/WHO/EOP on 03/11/98 09:09 AM

Mark Katz <markatz @ IDT.NET>
03/10/98 02:25:40 PM

Please respond to markatz@IDT.NET
Record Type: Record

To: Jordan Tamagni/WHO/EOP

cc:
Subject: first draft

Erskine Bowles Gridiron outline
March 10, 1998

I. Intro & biographical topics:

Good evening Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, distinguished guests, members g
of the Gridiron Club, ladies and gentlemen of the Grand Jury.

Thank you for the honor of addressing the Gridiron Club. This annual
evening of humor is a much-needed respite from the current
contentiousness in Washington. And so | d like to make a special
request: please refrain from issuing subpoenas untit all the jokes have
been told. ' '

You know, if you stay in Washington long enough, eventually you will say
something that you will come to regret. For me, those words are:
Well, if you can t find anyone else, | suppose | can do it.

in January, | said those words to the President of the United
States....... And about a [week] later, | said them again to the
president of the Gridiron Club.

Ahd so here | stand, a mén with a job from which he could not eébape



-

" ‘giving a speech he could not get out of. Mr. President, Mr. Novak, if

either of you have found someone else, won t you please let me know
right now!

[looks to both, then says meekly]
Well, smce neither of you can find someone else, | suppose | can do it.

Mr. President, | thought you over-reacted at the time but | have to
admit: this week even | thought about throwing myself down a flight of
stairs to get out of giving this speech. .

| shouldn t complain. Things couid be worse. Yes, this is
uncomfortable - but at least it s off-the-record. Sandy, Madeline and
Bill were'live on CNN!

| know ! can rely on the well-regarded journalists in this room to honor
the sacred pact of off-the-record and never leak a word of this
speech. Or even reveal the fact that | spoke at all.

It s no secret | am looking forward to returning home to North Carolina.
But it doesn t look like | m going anywhere soon. In the last six

-months, only one White House insider with close ties to the president

has managed to leave. And next time | see Chelsea, | m going to ask her
how she did it. :

-~ And your invitation to speak here tonight is arhple evidence that | ve
. been in Washington too long. When people in this town first heard the

name Erskine Bowles, not only did they not know who | was, they did
not even know that Erskine Bowles was a namel!

I come from a family of odd names. My pareﬁts named me Erskine, my
wife's name is Crandall, my-father's name was Hargrove, and my mother's

- name is Jessamine. Which is why we named our kids Sam, Ann, and Bill.

And our dog, Spot.

liokes about personal wealth to come]

Before | came to Washington, people served coffee to me!

My first job in this town was as the director of Small Business

‘Administration. And | m proud to say that small businesses have thrived

in the Clinton administration. The Rutherford Institute, for example.

Al Erskine s To-Do lists

But when | came over to the White House, | had a specific agenda. In
fact, | employed a management technique that served me well in the
private sector: To-Do lists.

[pulls list from his jacket pocket]

Let me read you a few:

* Balance the budget. Check.

* Make the White House operate more efficiently. Check.

* Use the proposed Fast Track Treaty to unify Democrats on Capitol
Hill. Check.




* Help the president win re-election. Check.
* Check checks. Check.

* Come up with something -- anything -- to get the so-called
fundraising scandal off the front page. Check.

il White Hou_se & Balanced budget

The Chief-of-Staff job is not as glamorous as you might think. You may
remember Don Regan got himself in some trouble by describing his job as
the man who sweeps up after a parade once the elephants passed. Of
course, he was speaking metaphorically. |, on the other hand work for’

a president who is housebreaking a puppy.

But ! am proud to serve as President Clinton s chief of staff and proud
to follow in the footsteps of my predecessors in this job. '

Mack set a standard for electricity and excitement for the offlce that |
strive to meet every day. :

And if not for the work of Leon Panetta, | never would have had the’
opportunity to improve the White House s relationship with the
Republicans on Capitol Hill.

. Before he left this job, Leon and | cut a deal. | would get to be chief
of staff and he would still do the Sunday talk shows.

3 ' : :
..... | understand someone else holds the record for appearances on the
Sunday shows in a single day but Leon just might be the man to break it.

And of course, | am most proud of my role in assisting the President
with a balanced budget deal. | have long felt Washington -- Democrats
and Republicans alike -- suffered from a form of Deficit Attention
Disorder.

We good Democrats at the White House fought the good fight. Every day,

my proletariat brothers-in-arms -- Bob Rubin, Franklin Raines and | --
fight the good fight against Country Club Republicans like Dick Armey
and Tom Delay.

..... White House workers of the world unite. We have nothing to lose
but our capital gains. ‘

Together, we represent a new wing of the Democratlc party. Yellow
dogs. Blue dogs. And now, blue bloods.

IV Newt
Congratulations on a very funny speech, Mr. Speaker. It really makes me
miss the Contract with America. ) .

! remember when Newt was just an obscure Congressman from Georgla |-

remember hearing his name for the first time and thinking
Even | thought: Newt Gingrich?. What kind of a silly name is that?



| also want to congratulate the Speaker, who -- as of a month ago -- no
longer has the lowest approval ratings of anyone in Washington.

| heard of a lot of people say Newt is difficult to deal with, he is not

‘to be trusted. But the Republican leadership on the Hill was wrong.

\ High-minded blather
TBD
VI Conclusion

Well, | think | ve covered everything | set out to do.
Let s see: [consults list}).
Greeting and salutations. Check.
Get Bob Novak to crack a smile. Check.
Stay awake through the Gridiron skits. Check.
Make fun of my To-Do list. Check.

Get off stage without permanently damaging my reputation.

{Hopefully.) ,
Get on the next plane to North Carglina. Ah, a chief of
IS never done.

Thank you and good night.

F 33
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