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Date: Tue~day, March i7, 1998' 
FACT SHEET ~ 

·Contact:' ACF J?ress:.Office · (202) 101-9215 

CfiiLD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT:··A CLINTON 
. ADMINISTRATION PRIO~TY. . 

Overview: The goal ofth~· Child Supporl Enfor.cernent ((;_SE) program, 'established i~ 1975 under 
Title' JV-D of the Social Security Act, is to errsure lhat chtldren are supportedfinanczally by both 
parents. · · 

Designed as.aj~fnt.federal, stare, and local partnership: the program involves 54 separate state 
.. and territory .\ystems, ~achwith its own unique ·laws and procedure~·. Th~program JS usually run 
· :by stare .. andlocal humcm ,\·ervice agencies; often with the help ofprosecutin_g,atturneys and_ other 

law enfor:cement officials as well (JS officials iif family or domesiic relations _courts. A I the Je1eral 
level, ·the DeparJment of Health and Human Services provides technical a:~srstarzce andfundmg to 
states through the Office of Child Sup pori Enforcement and also operates the .Federal Paren1 , · 
Locator System, a computer matching Jystem that locates non-custodial parent.~· who owe ·child. 

· support. ·, ,.. · : · ' ( · · ·: ·· · · 

Des'pire recent record i~pravemen.tsOin 'pclteryzity ~stab/ishmenran'achild Si4pport collect~ons, : 
much more needno be done tu ensure that all chzldren horn out-of-wedluckhave patermry 
established and tHat all non-cusrodial.paremsprovide.financial_slipporr for their children 
Currenr~y; only about orie~ha{f (~[the· custodial jiare'nts due child·.nfpport receive full payment. 
About twenty·:five percent r~ceive partialpayinen(and fY,Jenty-five percent receive izorhing. · 

Fo~ lh(.lt reason; freside,:zt Clinton proposed,· ani Congress p~ssed, _lel{islatio"! to strengthen and 
improve sTate child supportcollec;tion activities. The_se prm,isions,. included in the Personal · 
Respo!ls_ibil~ty aha Work Opp'?rzunity_t1ct; of 1 996; ~oulq increase chi/~ supporl c~llecrions. to over. · 

. $24 bzllwn m 10 years:· a natwnalnew h1re r_epomng system, streamlmed patermty estabbshment, 
.uniform inrerstate child SUJiport la'f-ps, computerized state-wide colleciions, and tough new 
penalties, such as driver's license revocation . . 

. Clinton AdministrBt)on lncre3Beli· and lnpoyntions 
,-·.· 

Piesident Clinton has'tnade.iJ11provfng ~hild support enforcement and in~re,asing child support . · · · 
collections a top priority. Since taking office, President Cliryton ha~. cracked down on non-paying parents · 
and strengthened child support enforcement, r~sulting in record child support collections: In FY 1997, 
the federal-stare partnership :collected a record $13 billion froin non-custodial parents, an increase of $5 . 
billi~n, or 63 percent; since.l992. The numberoffamilies that are actually receiving child support has 
also mcreased:.·In 1997, the, number ofchild stipp9rt cases with collections rose to 4.2 million, an· · 
increase·of48 percentJrom, 2.8million in 1992. · · · 

Encouragi.ng state innov~tions. On October. 10, 1997, HHS ~ounced the award, of $1.5 rriillion in 
demonstration grants to -17 stat~s to st~pporl innovati~e proJect? ~o improve the n.ation•s·'child support 
~nf'?rce~11e1~t prograr,n:. The proJe~ts ~Ill test cooperanon·~t~h ch1ld support.requrr:el'!lems .bY applicfi:nts 
fqr and r~c1p1ents of Tempo~ary Assistance to Needy Fanuhes; new models for copq1g Wlth domestiC 
vw_lence m the context of cb1ld ~upport enforcement; models ofcollab'oratimr between child support . 
enforcement, Head Start and qnld Care programs at the state and local levels; collaboration~ to .facilitate 
family preservation be~~~en child supp~rt ~d child welfare· ~rogrruns;' reviewing and adjusting child' 
support orders; ~ctennmu~g the effect of chzld support collectto11s on welfare recipient income; and, · 
models for makmg the chtld,s~pparl enforcement program responsive to the neecis offow-income· •. . . ~ . 

0 :: 
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noncustodial fathers to encourage greater parental responsibility. hi adc\ition, HJ-IS onDecember 18, 
1997, HHS announced approval of a child SlJpport waivedo allow the State of Washington to llSe 
federal funds'normally used 'for child support enforcement to fimd "Devoted Dads, ... a~.ilmovayive 
public/privute partnership to promo~e the responsiblc.roles of fathers in the financial andcmotlonal 
support of their children. The project, which ser:Ves the Tai::onia; Washin~ton Enterpris'e Community, 

· intends to reach non-c1.1stodial parents, particularly young and at-risk fathers. This demonstration ·is the 
first child support waiver granted for an enteq)rise co1m:n~.mity. · 

.· ( ' . ' . ' ' 

Exe~utive a~tio11. While. workinf?i tpwurd c?.inpre.hensive itT'lr.rovement ofchil~ s~1pp~rt enfoi~cement, ··. 
Prcs1dent Chnton used lus e:xecut1ve authon~y. ~o.mcrease clnld support cqllcct1ons. Snice takmg office, 
President Cliinon has directed the Treasury Department to·activate a ceritraliz~d, streamlined Federal 
system to offset child supp01t debt~ against most Federal paymen~s; ordered Federal agencics·to take 

. riecessary steps to deny loans, loan guarantees, or· loan ii1~.!Urance to any i_ndividu').l.who is delinquent on 
child support debt; implemented a new program that will help track non-payi1'ig p·arents across state · · 
lines; proposed new regulations requiring women who:apply for welfare to comply wi~hpaternity · 
establishment requirements before receiving benefits;· and issued an executive order to make the federal 
government a model employer in the area of child sl.lpportcnforccment. In addition, the:Clinto11 

·Administration granted welfare reform waivers ton record 43 states. More than two-thirds of these states 
·pursued innovative child support:r,e(orms und~r waiv~rs approved by the Clinton Admii~istration. · · 

1 ncreasing resources. President CHnton ha.:S .proposed am1i.lal expansions in child support enforcement, 
.increasing resources by 53 percent since taking office. HHS has also launched ·an initiative and given 
~emOllSf~ation grants to states;to pfOtn?te improved performance, service quality and pt~b1.1c satisfaction 
111 the chtld support progrmn. fhe rres1dent's FY 1999 budget'proposal allocates $3.2 b1lhon to state 

. child support enforceme11t programs; a 19 percebt i1icrease_ over FY 1998 . 

. Prose~uting non.~pay~rs~ Billi~ns ·ofdollars n~ore .in support is owed 't6 children whose parents have 
crossed state lines and .failed to p'ay .The Justice P~partrt1ent is investigating and prosecuting cases . 
where 'parents ·cross state lines to avqid pay111ent under the Child Support Recovery Acf At President 
Clinton's direction, the Justic'e Dej)artment submitt<7cl legislation to Congress in September 19_96 that 
would m~tk~ ita fe~onr offense to cross state Jil'le~ to evJlde·a_child.support obli.ga!ion if~he·obligatiot: 
has remamed unpa1d tor. longer thru1 one yeaf or 1s· greater than $5,000; or to wtlliully fEul to pay a ch1ld 
support obljgationfor Ll chih.flivirtg in ru1othcr state, ~f the obligation has remained unpaid for a period 
longer than two years 9r is greater than $10,000. ' ·.. · · · · 

Seizing tax refunds;· The Federal gove~ninent c~llected a record $1.1 billion in deiinque~t'child support. 
·:by intercept~ng inc.ome tax ret\Jnds ofnoil..:payingparents_fonaxyear·J 99.6: The amount was lO percent 

higher than the pre~ious year; arid up 66 percent since ·1992. Nearly 1.3 miJlion fmriilies benefited from 
these co.llections; · . ·. . •· ' · · · ·. · . . · ~· .. · . ·. · ... 

Impf?,ving 'patcr:nity cstabJishrqent. Tl1q cii'Jitri~1:Adri1ii}istration.has ·~ade pater.nity est~blishment a · : · 
top pnority ... In FY 199?, _1.1 ~illion'patemities wer~ estn:plished --:a 115rerd!J1t'increase from 19?2. In . 
1993! the Chnton Ad1:mmstrat1o~ prqposed, a!ld Congr~ss.a~opted; a requ,lrement- ~hat sta!es es~~bhsh 
hos~na.l:'based pat.ermty programs as n P,rD~tJVe y.ra~ to es~abhsh.patermtles e~~·l~ IQ. a ch1ld1s h !.e. 
Prelimmary data tram thuty..:~wo states md1cates that more than 285,000 patermtles were estabhshed 
thrpllgh the pro grain in 1996. · · · · · · · · · ' · · · · · · 

U.S. Posta~ Service posts "wanted lists~" The U.S. :P~staf Ser-Vic_e is working with states to.display . 
"Wanted Llsts'' of parents who owe child supp()rt in pbst'offices. Each state that has such a list will be 
able .to provide it to the Po.stal Service, and the· list wm· p~·disphtyed in post office~ within that state!. The· 
Pres1dem has· also challenged every state to ct~ate a ••wanted List" to expand efforts to track down · 
parents ~~1? _ow~ supp'?rt and_~end the strongest possi~lc message that eva.si()n of child support 
respons1~1ht1es 1s a se~wus offense. ' . · · .. · · . . . ·. ·. . . . 

.. ·:'' . , .·,'.'-' 

Action through ~h~ I!tt~rnet . . Ht~TS's Offic~ of Child SupportEnforcement n()~ has 'l.Jwme' page on the 
lnternet that proy1des mtormat~op on the, ch1ld· s.uppo~i,enior~ement program, te.lls parents whcr~ they 
can apply for ch1ld support ass1stance, and wovtdes~l,uucs to states that have: thetr.own home pages· . 

. 0 ·' •... ·. . . 
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At President Clinto~'s iuging, th~ ne~ ...;elfare retor~n la~ includes tl~e ci{i ld support enforcement. 
measures the President proposed in 1994 -- th~ most sweeping crackdown on non.~paying ·parents m . 
history. Under the new Jaw, each state must operate a child support enforcement program meeting · 
federal requirements in ord~I't~·bc eligible tbr Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) block 
gn\nts. Provisions include:·· · · · · .. : .. 

National new .hire rcp,)rting system; The law establishes.~ Federal Case, Registry and National · · ·' .. ·. 
· birectory of New Hires to track delinquent parents across·state lines . .It also reqtiires thqt employers. · 
report all new hires to. state agencies :for transmittitl of n~w hire information to the National Directory of 
New Hires. Thi.s builds on 'President Clinton's ;T;une 1996 e~ecutive action to track delinquent parents .. · 
across state lines. The-Jaw also expands and stre.amlin:e~:procedures for direct withholding of child 
support from wages. The directory beglm operation on schedule in·Octciber 1997 .. -To date, the directory 
has fm.md over 90,000 ddinqt\en.t pare'nts who owe chitd support. -· 

. . .. •!: . . . 

. Streamlined paternity cstablishri),cnt. Th.e new)aw !itreamlines thiJe.gal proc~~~ for paternity 
. establishment, making it.easi_erand fasterto establish paternities. It also expands .the voluntary· 

· . in:.hospital paternity establishment prog~mn, st~ed oy the Clinton ~dministration in 1993~ and requires 
··.·a state affidavit tbr voluntary pate.rnity acknowledgment Thde ~ftidavits must meet minimum · 

) · requirements sc;:t by .the Secretary 'ofl-IHS. In adclition, the la~ nian~ates that state~ publicize the · 
. :availability f_lnd encou.rnge the ~se of voh~ntary p~ter.nity establish~en~ processes. Individua,ls who fail' to 

cooperate wnh patermty estabhsh.1nentw~ll havetheu monthLy 9,ash ass1stancc. reduced by at least 25 
percent. · '·. , , . . · · · · · · ' · · · · 

Uniform interstate chiid supporf.Jaws:Th~:n6w l~w pro~ides fonmifcmri iules,-pr~cedurcs, and forms 
for iliterstate cases. . . ' ' ' ' ,· .· : ' ' ' ' '.' . ' .· ' ' . . ;· . . : . 

. " 

. Computerized statc~wtd~ collcctio~s. The new law n!quiresstate.s to establfsh central registries of child 
.. support orders and centralized colJection and>disbursemeilt units. It also requires expedited state , · 
. procedures'for' child support enforcement. ; 

,.;. 

Ti:nigh new penalties. Unde~ thei1ew Hi~.~.states~¢an h1iplf;m~ndough chilcl support ent~rcement .. 
techniques. The ,new law will expand wage garnisJ1me;1t;tlllow states to s~ize ·assets; allow stutes to 
require community servi(fc iri son)e cases, and en..'lble states to revoke driver's and ·professional. licenses 
tor parents whoowe delinquent child support. · · · · · ·: · .·; .· · 

"Families First." Under a ~ew 1'f~~ily First!' policy, families no fonger receiving assis~ce•will have 
priority in the distribution of child support arr~(lrS. Thi~ new.policy will bri1ig families who have left 

. welfare lor worlc about $ 1. billion il1 support over. thtdi rst six years. 
. . ' . . ., 

. Accc!ls and. Yi~itation programs. In ·an effo~t to i~1cre~se~noncustodial.parents' involvement in their 
.children's .lives, the new htW itic)udes-grant~rto help states establish programs that support ru:1d facilitate . 
\1oncustodial ~;;trent.s' ~isi~ation with and access to their ~hll.dren. QnOct~ber 3, 1997, H~IS ~ounced 

. the award of $10 mtlhon m:grants to all 50 states, the Dtstnct of Columb.a, and U.S. tern tones to ·· 
promote access ;:md visitation pre, grams, Theminimwn allotment per state.tor PY 1997 is $50,000 .. 

·, 

New state incentives. Curreni law p~o~id~s for HI~is t~ ~hke incentive,paym~nts to states for their child .. 
support enforcement systems, but these·payments are'based on·only. one factor: cost-effectiveness. Under . 

·the new welfare reformlaw;I-~HS was authorize~ to prepare ,rm a.Jteriuitive incentive plan. On March 13, 
1997, Secre~ar~ Shalala subm1tted a proposal to Congress which was designed to further improve the . 

· perfo~rnunc~ ot state ~hi ld support enforcement programs by linking federal incentive payinents. to states 
·to thetr pertonnance m five· key areas: establishment of paternities, establishmept of child support 

.. orders, collections on current chpd s,upport ,owed, collection on previously or· past due child support · · 
owed, and cost-e'ffectiveness.Tq reinforce. the goarof achieving sdf-~.ufilciency, state~ will be rewarded . 0 . . . . 

© .. 
·~ 
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. for collection in.·all cl~i ld s_upport cases, but with ~ s?"ong~remphasis. on w~lf~re and f~rmer welfare· . 
cases. On, September 16, 1997, Secretary ShalalaJOlned Rep. ·Clay Shaw, chamnan of the. House Ways . 

-.. and Means Subcommittee on Human Resources, and Rep. S~ndy Levin, the ranking minority member of 
the subcommittee, in rumotmcing legislatim1 that is dr~wn fro~n the HHS proposal. The House of _ · · 

.. ~~8~~sentatives pa-ssed the bill on S~~_tcmber 3_0, 19~7, and the Senat~ will consider the l~gisl~ttion iri · 
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1ST ST:RY :: f ~evel l printed in FULL format. 

Copyr1~~t ~393 'he New York Times Company 
~~.e ~;ew York Times 

Apri~ :.-:. ~398. >~onday, Late Editi 8n- Final 

SECTION: Section A; Page ~5; Column 2; Editorial Desk 

LENGTH: 390 words 

HEADLINE: Bankrupt? ?ay '!::Jur :~i ld Support First 

Page 3 

BYLINE: By Elizabeth War~en; Slizabeth Warren is a law professor at Harvard 
who specializes in bankr~pt-::y . 

DATELINE: CAMBRIDGE. ~ass. 

BODY: 
The Senate and H:::;use ~ re : ::~s1dering legislation to reform bankruptcy laws. 

The c~edit industr/ has :~bcie~ aggressively for this legislation, complaining 
that it is difficult ~~ ~= llec~ :rom people hiding cehind bankruptcy filings. 

But :..t is important -:: :·e-:: ::::1n1ze the unintended csnsequences of the changes 
the industry wants-- Sf:e-:::::..:.:lly, their devastatir.g impact. on the tens of 
thousands of women ·,..ho :·..:rn ::: ~ankr'...lptcy courts to collect alimony and child 
support from former hu~ta~ds ~no have sought bankruptcy protection. 

In 19 03, Congress je:~j~~~ :~at =hild support and ether marital obligations 
were "nondischargeable jebts" -- meaning that no one who declares bankruptcy can 
escape :.. :ability f::r these :::: .:.~a~>:.. .::ns. Like taxes and student loans, these 
debts must be repaid :..:--. f'...lll ::::th during and after a bankruptcy. Congress quite 
properly declared that :~i :j =·Jpp::rt and alimony were a priority and must be 
paid first and in f'...lll. 

aut some proposals ce~::re :::ngress would add to the list of nondischargeable 
debts. Credit card debt ~iled ~P in the 90 days befcre a bankruptcy filing or 
incurred when the ~ersc~ j:_j ~=t have "a reasonable expectation or ability to 
repay" would be included. 

This means that e'Jen _: ; ::ector declared bankru~:cy, credit card bills, with 
their compounded i~terest. ~er.altie s and collection fees, would survive forever, 
and have just as rr.:..:ch ;:r::r::·/ :;s child support payments. 

This could ce devas::;:i~? ::: children. A system in which almost everyone must 
be paid could very wel:.. ~ean :~at no one is paid -- a r, more likely, that only 
the ~os t aggressive a~d ~=~er::..:! :redit::rs are. 

Las t year, some 3JO. ~: o t:;~~r'...lptcy cases involved ::hild support, alimony or 
another form of fa~1ly ~a1~:e~ance. :n about half ::: cte cases, ~omen were 
c reditors trying t: :::::;~ :..e::t ::·Jrt -ordered support frsm their former spouses. 
Without such recc:..:rse. ~=~e ~3~1l:..es would have t: ::..:rn ::::; public assistance. 

All ::red itors are ·::::: :~:zed cy fraudulent debt:rs. 3ut cankruptcy law 
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already gives credit s~s ~==~~::·,e ~~o ls to root out such abuses . Modest changes 
t o the bankruptcy laws. :~ ~e ~~thc r i zing routine audits o f debtors' petitions, 
would give creditors eve n sec:er ~ rotection. But o ne thing should not c hange: 
when it comes t o pay1~~ ~~c:. ~ome n a nd c hildren should csme first. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: April 27, 
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Embargoed For Release 
Unti110:06 A.M. EDT 
Saturday, May 11, 1996 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 
(University Park, Pennsylvania) 

RADIO ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE NATION 

P61(b)(6) 

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning. Tomorrow millions of Americans will honor our 
mothers with hugs and bouquets and visits for dinner. Others of us will simply offer up a silent 
prayer for the mother who still lives in our heart, but who has left this Earth. I miss my own 
mother very much, especially on Mother's Day. I can't give her roses tomorrow, but with your 
help we can honor all mothers by giving mothers-to-be something far more important -- the 
assurance that when they bring a baby into this world, they will not be rushed out of the hospital 
until they and their health care provider decide it is medically safe for both mother and child. 

Today I want to discuss legislation that will guarantee mothers the quality care they need 
when they've had a baby. 

In 1970, the average length of stay for an uncomplicated hospital delivery was four days. 
By 1992, the average had declined to two days. Now a large and growing number of insurance 
companies are refusing to pay for anything more than a 24-hour stay, except in the most extreme 
circumstances, and some have recommended releasing women as early as eight hours after 
delivery. 

This is has gone from being an economical trend to a dangerous one, one that carries with 
it the potential for serious health consequences. Early release of infants can result in numerous 
problems, including feeding problems, sever dehydration, brain damage and stroke. In addition, 
many mothers are not physically capable of providing for a newborn's needs 24 hours after giving 
birth. Often they're exhausted, in pain, and faced with an overwhelming set of new 
responsibilities . Many first-time mothers also need more than 24 hours in the hospital to receive 
instruction in basic infant care and breast feeding . And sometimes an early discharge can be 
fatal. 

Michelle Bauman testified before a Senate committee that she was told to go home 28 
hours after her daughter was born. Her baby died within one day of going home. If she had been 
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allowed a 48-hour stay, she would have been in the hospital when her daughter's symptoms 
appeared. As she so tragically put it, another 24 hours and her baby's symptoms would have 
surfaced "so that we could have planned a christening, not a funeraL" 

Susan Jones and her baby son were discharged after about 24 hours. It turns out that he 
had a heart defect which was not noticed by the hospital or the home health nurse who came to 
visit on the third day. The baby died. Susan and an independent group of pediatric cardiologists 

. believe the problem would have been noticed in the hospital by the second or third day. · 

As a nation that values the health of women and children, we must not turn our backs on 
this problem. There is an emerging national consensus that we must put a stop to these so-called 
"drive-through" deliveries. The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and the 
American Academy of Pediatrics have issued guidelines. recommending a minimum stay of 48 
hours following most normal deliveries, and 96 hours following most cesarean sections. Sixteen 
states have enacted laws to guarantee that level of coverage and 25 more are considering such a 
move. 

A growing number of hospitals have taken it upon themselves to provide the second day 
of coverage free. And one group of insurers, Blue Cross and Blue Shield Plans of Pennsylvania, 
has responded to public concerns by voluntarily offering 48-hour minimum coverage. I believe 
every insurance company should step up to this problem and do what these insurers in 
Pennsylvania have done. 

But in the absence of coverage for all women in all states, we have a responsibility to take 
action in Washington. Already a Senate bill and separate House bills have been introduced -­
most with bipartisan support -- to guarantee 48-hour post-partum hospital stays for mothers and 
their children. 

I urge members of Congress to move legislation forward as soon as possible that makes 
this protection for mothers and their children the law of the land. No insurance company should 
be free to make the final judgment about what is medically best for newborns and their mothers. 
That decision should be left up to doctors, nurses and mothers themselves. Saving the life and 
h~alth of mothers and newborns is more important than saving a few dollars. 

, America's mothers hold a special place in our hearts. They provide the lessons and care 
that enable all pf our children to embrace the opportunities of this great land. They deliver the 
precious gift of life. Let's give them a Mother's Day gift they richly deserve. Let's guarantee 
them 48-hour hospital stays to protect their health and the health of their newborn babies. 
Mothers sacrifice so much for us. It's the least we can do for them. 

Happy Mother's Day and thanks for listening. 

END 

\ 
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The President's Hadio Address 
May 7, 1994 

Good morning. This week we saw a dramatic 
example of what we can acc'Omplish together 
when you make your voices heard and Washing­
ton sets aside partisan differences to do the peo­
ple's business. 

Even though nearly everyone said it couldn't 
be done, the House of Representatives voted 
to make our streets safer by banning the sale 
of 19 different a~sault weapons . We pushed hard 
for this result , and the outcome defied the old 
enemy of gridlock. Democrats and Republicans 
alike sent a powerful message that the American 
people are determined to take their streets, their 
schools, and their mmmunities back from crimi­
nals. 

This vote teaches us an important lesson: No 
matter how uphill a battle may seem, when we 
set our minds to it, we can deal with the prob­
lems facing . our C'Ountry. Last year it took the 
same kind of mmmitment to pa~s a powerful 
plan to reduce the deficit. And now we're seeing 
the rewards of tltat. 

Just yesterday, we learned tlmt our economy 
has created over a quarter of a million jobs 
in April, and almost a million in tlte first 4 
months of this year alone, about 3 million jobs 
since we all began tltis effort and nearly all 
of tltem in the private sector. 

Our successes in fighting crime and improving 
the economy are worth tltinking about on tltis 
Mother's Day weekend. We are honoring the 
people who are at tlte heart of our society's 
most important institution, the family. 

Tomorrow, mothers all across America will 
enjoy the flowers, cards, and breakfasts in bed. 
But we should remember anotlter gift that will 
improve and prolong tlteir lives: the gift of good 
health care. Women are the people most likely 
to guard tlteir families' health care and to make 
sure we're all healthier. And yet too often our 
health care system leaves women behind. Even 
when treatments are available, women don't get 
the necessary health care they need because 
they have inadequate insurance or none at all. 
More women than men work part-time or in 
jobs without insurance. And historically, research 
studies on everything from heart disease to 
strokes to AIDS have tended to focus on men, 
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leaving women more vulnerable to many dis­
ea~es. 

I am mmmitted to redressing these inequities. 
We've made a good start. We've got a fine 
woman, the Secretary of Healtl1 and Human 
Services, Donna Shalala. We created the first 
senior-level position in Government dedicated 
to women's health concerns. vVe've increased 
funds to prevent and treat diseases tltat afflict 
women. Right now, tlte largest clinical trial in 
the United States' history is underway, looking 
at how to prevent heart disease, the biggest 
killer of our women. We launched a national 
action plan on breast cancer to fight the killer 
of 46,000 women every year. These women are 
not just numbers, they are loved ones lost for­
ever. And most important, we're pushing to re­
form tlte healtlt care system. 

The great majority of the letters Hillary and 
I have received about healtlt care reform have 
been from women, voicing mncerns for tlteir 
families, tlteir children, and tlteir parents. One 
was from a New York woman forced to take 
a job with no medical coverage. Last year, a 
lump was found in her breast, and her doctors 
said it should be removed. But her family can't 
afford tlte operation. "I don't want to die," she 
wrote us, "and because of lack of money, I 
may. I hope that you'll be able to do something 
soon so that no one will have to go tltrough 
what I am going through." 

This mother is just 44 years old. I can't share 
her name because she hasn't told her family 
yet. She doesn't want tltem to worry. This wom­
an's mndition may be treatable, but she won't 
know because treatment is simply out of her 
financial reach. 

Travesties like this happen too often. Women 
avoid preventive care because tltey're afraid of 
having remrds of preexisting conditions that will 
deny tltem insurance coverage. In a recent sur­
vey, 11 percent of women said tltey didn't get 
their blood pressure checked; 35 percent didn't 
receive a Pap smear; and 44 percent didn't re­
ceive a mammogram. 

Our healtlt care plan emphasizes preventive 
care. It eliminates preexisting conditions and 
bans lifetime limits on healtlt coverage. It makes 
research of women's health problems a priority. 
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It helps families when a loved one needs long­
tenn care. And it gives coverage to everyone, 
regardless of whether she is healthy or ill, mar­
ried or single, working inside or outside the 
home. 

For every American blessed with a mother, 
or the wonderful memory of one, I a~k you 
to think about the 16 million women in our 
Nation who don't get the health care services 
they need. And think about their children. Think 
how a single illness can destroy a family. 

· I think of a courageous woman I met this 
week named Kate Miles, who is caring for· a 
son with multiple disabilities. Her family ha~ 
·no a~sistance for long-term care. So to keep 
her son, Robert, out of a nursing home, and 
because of the awful way our system operates, 
Kate Miles had to give up her job, and her 
husband, Tom, must work two jobs. As she so 
eloquently put it: "In an institution, who will 
be there in the middle of the night when he's 

frightened, to tell him it's all right and that 
his mother loves him?" No mother should have 
to know such pain. 

So today I a~k every mother's child to send 
another card this Mother's Day. Address it to 
your Senator or Representative in Congress. Tell 
them this health care reform plan is important, 
because it may help the most important person 
in your life. And tell them . along with mother 
love, most of our mothers taught ,us that the 
most important thing in life wa~ to be a good 
perscin and do the right thing. · · 

Well, this Mother's Day, the right thing is 
to make sure that by next Mother's Day we 
never have to worry about the healtl1 of our 
motl1ers being cared for. 

Thanks for listening. 

NOTE: The address wa~ recorded at 5:06 p.m. ~n 
May 6 in the Roosevelt Room at the White House 
for broadca~t at 10:06 a.m. on May 7. 

Remarks Announcing the Appointment ofWilliam H. Gray III as 
Special Adviser on Haiti and an Exchange With Reporters 
May 8, 1994 

· The President. Good afternoon, ladies and 
gentlemen. I want to speak for a few moments 
about the crisis in Haiti, the challenge it poses 
to our national interests, and the new steps I 
am taking to respond. . · 

Three and a half years ago, in free and ttir 
elections, the people of Haiti chose Jean­
Bertrand Aristide a~ their President. Just 9 
months later, their hopes were dashed when 
Haiti's militmy leaders overthrew democracy by 
force. Since then, the militmy ha.~ murdered 
innocent civilians, crushed political freedom, and 
plundered Haiti's economy. 

From the start of this administration, my goal 
has been to restore democracy and President 
Aristide. Lt~t year, we helped the parties to 
negotiate the Governors Island ac(.-ord, a htir 
and balanced agreement" which laid out a ro;td 
map for a peaceful resoltition to the crisis. But 
late ht~t vcar, the Haitian militmv abrogated the 
agreeme;tt, and since then they have rejected 
every effort to achieve a political settlement. 

At the same time, the repression and blood­
shed in Haiti have reached alarming new pro-

portions. Supporters of President Aristide, and 
many other Haitians, are being killed and muti­
lated. This is why 6 weeks ago I ordered a 
review of our policy toward Haiti. As a result 
of this review, . .we are taking several steps to 
increase pressure on Haiti's military while ad­
dressing the suffering caused by their brutal 
-misrule. We are stepping up our diplomatic ef­
forts, we are intensifying sanctions, and we are 
adapting our migration policy. 

Let me describe tl1ese steps .. First, to bring 
new vigor to our diplomacy, I am pleased to 
announce. that Bill Gray, president of the United 
Negro College Fund, fonner House· n:mjority 
whip, and chair of the House Budget Commit­
tee, ha.~ accepted iny invitation to serve a~ spe­
cial adviser to me and to the Secretmy of State 
on Haiti. Bill is here with his wife, on his way 
to the inauguration of President. Mandela in 
South Africa, and I will ask him to speak in 
just a few moments. 'But let me just say that 
he is a man of vision and determination, of 
real strent,>th. and real creativity. And I appr~­
ciatc his willingness to itccept this difficult and. 

. . 
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H.emarks on. Women's Health Care 
May 6, 1994 

. Thank you, Mrs. Bailey, for the wonderful 
introduction and for the wonderful life you have 
lived. 

I want to· thank all the mothers who are here 
for doing such a good job with their sons and 
daughters, helping them to achieve a full meas­
ure of ambition. I want to thank the Vice Presi­
dent and Mrs. Gore for being wonderful exam­
ples of good p<uents. And I want to thank my 
wonderful \vife for being the best mother I· have 
ever known, as well .a~ for taking on this often 
.thankless but terribly important job. 

You know, since Tipper was kind enough to 
mention my mother-! W<L~ sitting here thinking, 
I know some of these mothers here. Rosa 
DeLauro's mother campaigned \vith me in New 
Haven, and Rosa said, "You need to get my 
mother to go with you. She's worth a lot more 
votes than I am." [Laughter] So I watched all 
the people along the way being too intimidated 
to say no, they wouldn't vote for me. [Laughter] 
Sure enough, we carried it. · 

On Mother's Day we tend to think of the 
wonderful and warm and kind apd loving and 
sacrificial things our mothers do. You heard Hil­
lary say that, like most families, mothers make 
the health care decisions and prod everybody 
else to do it. But you know, very often mothers 
are also the most practical members of the fam­
ily and the most hard-headed and the rriost in­
sistent that we face up to our responsibilities. 
Very often the values, 'the internal character 
structure of children is p:rofoundly influenced 
by the sort of daily insistence of mothers that 

· you just face up to your daily tasks and do 
your job and life \viii take care of itself. And 
that may seem terribly elemental, but one of 
the reasons that I. ran for President is I thought 
all that had been abandoned here, and 'there 
was a lot more talk than .action. . 

Now, la~t month, we just learned today that 
our economy produced 267,000 new jobs, in 
no small mea~ure because the people in this 
National Government have begun to take re­
sponsibility for bringing the deficit clown and 
trying to do things that will grow the economy. 

Yesterday. in a heroic move, the United States. 
House of Representatives voted to . ban 19 a~­
sault weapons. It W<L~ a very difficult thing. for 
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some of the Members, who were literally threat­
ened with losing their seats and their political 
careers. ·But in the end, they got beyond the 
rhetoric to a very commonsense, old-fashioned 
American judgment that it was the right thing 
to do, the disciplined thing to do, the sort of 
thing your mother would he proud of you if 

·you did. [Laughter] 
I say that because I w;int to fix:us on what 

your mother would tell you to do i'n health 
care, not just for emotional reasons but because 
every Jay, those of us who are charged with 
the responsibility of working here are supposed 
to get up and do what my mother told me 
to do, which is to do your job. And my' mother 

. used to tell me all the time, "Bill, you give 
a good speech, but you still have to do some­
thing-[laughter]-in the end you still have to 
do something." 

There's so much talk and genuine concern 
in this country about the American family. We're 
here paying tribute. to it. Sunday we:ll pay enor­
mous tribute to it. And I think all of us would 
admit, whether we're Democrats or Republicans 
or independents and whatever our political phi- · 
losophies are, that if the families of this (;()Untry 
weren't in so much trouble, we'd have about 
half as many problems <L~ we've got. I think 
we all know that. But what I want to ask you 
is what my mother would ask me, "Well, so 
what are you going to do about it?" And how 
can we be so (;()ncerned with the stability of 
the family as an institution, ;mel still walk away 
from those stories that Hillary talked to you 
about? I mean, we've he;ud so many of these 
stories, we can't keep up · \\~th them all now. 
We literally ·cannot keep up \\~th them all. 

Millions of women in this country have no 
health insuranc:e. Many more have insurance 
policies full of the kind of loopholes that you 
heard Hillary describe. There <Lre policies that 
deny mammograms or that don't pay for well­
baby visits or prescription drugs, that routinely 
exclude pregnancy as a preexisting condition. 
How can a pro-family country say pregnancy 
is a preexisting condition? Some insurance com­

,panies· have gone so far as to call domestic vio­
lence ·a preexisting c:ondition. Well, so is breath­
ing. 

iQOQ4 4A4 
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A couple of weeks ago, in the New York have it and some don't. And we don't knu 
Times, there was a remarkable column by a whether or not there are different potential re: 
novelist named Anne Hood who wrote how the olutions of this for women than for men. 
system fails families foday. She said she »'as We're trying to change all that in this admini 
a self-employed writer and her husband had a tration. For one thing, I've put only wome 
hard time finding health .insurance. And when in charge of the health care struggle. Donr 
they finally found insurance that they were actu- Shalala is Secretary of Health and Human Seri 
ally able to purchase, the quarterly payment was ices. America became the first nation in tt 
$1,800. That's $7,200 a year for a family policy. world to establish a senior Government positic 

And still, after they paid all that money, their to oversee women's health issues. I put a wom2 
worries weren't over. She and her husband and a mother in charge of health care refon1 
moved from New York to Rhode Island, and and you can see she's done a pretty good jol 
she had a baby. After the baby was born, she and we're all still pretty healthy. 
learned . the insurance <:ompany had dropped We created an office of research on women 
their coverage when they moved 6 months into health at the Natiorw.l Institutes of Health, ar 
her pregnancy. And to renew her insurance increa~ed funding for brea~t cancer research, fc 
would have c"Ost $2,000 more a quarter, an extra a national action plan on brea~t cancer, for r' 
$8,000 a year for maternity coverage. That was search into other problems that affect wome 
more than it would cost to have the baby. We removed barriers that stood in the way ' 

Now, it's seems to me that common. sense finding cures to Alzheimer's and Parkinson's di 
tells you that. if we can make it possible for ease. We passed the family and medical lea' 
self-employed people, like this fine woman and law, a pro_-family bill if I ever saw it. You oug: 
her husband, and small business people to afford to read the letters that we get on tl1at. 
to take care of themselves and their families. But if we really want to do right by the Arne 
and to stop pa~sing ·on their costs to the rest ican family, and if we really want to honor 01 

of us, and we c-an organize it so they can buy mothers, if we want the emotional satisfacti< 
insurance on the same tenns that those of us of seeing a lot of that pain taken away ar 
who work for government or big business can, the personal satisfaction of thinking . we ha• 
that we ought to do that. And it seems to me. done what our mothers would have told us 
that their mothers would tell them they ought do, which is to face up to our responsibiliti 
to pay a little for it anq a~sume their responsibil- and do the right thing, then we've got to fir 
ity, too. a way to provide health care to all Americar 

We have got to try to reform this system to guarantee comprehensive benefits, includit 
to try to help people stay healthy and take care preventive care, including those screenings ar 
of them when they're sick. In any given year, tests and check-ups to keep people well, n 
about a third of all American women fail to just spend a fortune on them when they real 
get ba~ic ·preventive services, like clinical brea~t get in trouble. 
exams, Pap smears, complete physicals. More We've got to preserve the right to choo 
than half of all American women over the age doctors that women normally make the choi· 
of .'50 fail to receive a mammogram, often be- of. And our older women need to be able 
cause of problems with their insurance. rely on Medicare. 

In medical research, women have been on We can do these ·things. We can fix wha 
the sidelines too 'lm1g, too little research into wrong with our system and not mess up wha 
the causes and cure of breast cancer and right. But in order to do it, it's going to ta 
osteoporosis. Heart dise<\Se is a number one kill- the same discipline that was required to d( 
er of women, hut until recently, all of the search wit.l1 tl1e problems of the economy, the san 
for a cure was centered only on men. The sim- c"Ourage that w;t~ required to take that vote y( 
pie fact is tl1at we've paid too little attention · terday on a~sault weapons, and some memo 
to tl1e unic1ue problems of women. ·· that that is, after all, what we· were raised 

I met with a lot of mothers this week whose our niothers to do. And on Mother's Day, 
children either have or have already died of hope that we \viii all resolve that by Mothe 
AIDS, and there are an enormous number of Day next year, the women who cared for 
women who now have the HIV virus and who \viii have a health care system that cares I 
have passed it along to their children, or some them. 
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Thank ·you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:52. a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 

he referred to Barbara Bailey, mother of 1\ep­
resentative Barbara B.. Kennelly, and Luisa 
DeLauro, mother of Representative H.osa L. 
De Lauro. 

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister 
Mahathir bin Mohamad of Malaysia 
May 6, 1994 

Jones Lawsuit 

Q .. Mr. President, do you have .any c:omment 
on the lawsuit filed against you today? 

The President. Well, I thought Mr. Bennett 
did a fine job. I don't have anything to add 
to what he said. · · 

Q. Are you going to argue that all the charges 
·are false? 

The President. I don't have anything to add 
to what Mr. Bennett said. I'm going back to 
work. · 

Q. Do you categorically deny the charges? 
The President. Bob B.ennett spoke for . me, 

and I'm going back to work. I'm not going to 
dignify this by commenting on it. 

Haiti 
Q. Can you tell us whether you're thinking 

of changing your Haiti policy regarding the re­
turn of the refugees given the escalation of Vio­
lence? 

The President. We've had our Haiti policy 
under reView, as you know, for the l~t 3 ,or 
4 weeks. And we had a meeting about it today. 
.We're going to meet again tomorrow. And I 
think we may have some announcements to 
make after that. 

Q. About changing the policy on the refugees, 
sir? 

Q. Have you tasked the Defense Department 
to do some military options just in case these 
sanctions cut today don't work? 

The President. · I don't want to discuss that. 
As I have said, I do not favor that option. I 
just don't think we can rule it out. I think it 
would be irresponsible to iule it out. 

Q. You do not favor that option? 
The President. Well, I've never favored-you 

know what I ·favor. What I've been trying to 
do is to get Governors Island followed. I'm .try­
ing-! think the people down there ought to 
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keep their word. But we certainly can't afford 
to rule itout. 

Q. Do you think you might have announce­
ments regarding the refugee policy, was that 
what you were referring to? 

The President. I don't have-I'll make an ;m­
nouncement when I have something to say 
about ·Haiti policy. But I don't have anything 
else to say. 

Q. Are you referring to the refugee policy? 
The President. I have nothing else to say 

about it. 
[At this poi~t, one group of reporters left ·the 
room, arid another group entered.] 

Malaysia. 
Q. Mr. President, you· missed Dr. Mahathir 

in Seattle. Now that you have met him pers9n­
ally, how do you feel about it? 
· The President. Well, we haven't had a chance 
to Visit yet, but I have been .looking forward 
to this for a long time. I admire his leadership 
very much, and I admire the incredible accom­
plishments of his nation under his leadership 
over the last several years. And I look forward 
to establishing a good relationship with him and 
continuing our partn.ership. 

I'm also very grateful for the security partner­
ship we have had and for the contributions that 
have been made by Malaysia to the operation 
in Bosnia, to the operation in Somalia, and to 
being a responsible leader in world affairs. 

So we've got a lot to talk about and I'm 
looking forward to it. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 2:55 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
the President referred to attorney Robert Ben­
nett. Former Arkansas State employee Paula 
Jones' lawsuit sought civil damages for alleged sex­
ual harassment in 1991. A tape was not available 
for verification of the. content of this exchange. 

.:,· 



The following letter was prepared following meetings involving NEC Principals and 
Deputies. Discussions continue on who will sign the letter. Please provide comments 
to me ASAP, but no later than 10:00 AM, tomorrow, Fraidy, 5/1 . 

You will receive a hard copy of this request also. 

Senator Orrin Hatch 
Chairman 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
U.S . Senate 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. Chairman, 

DRAFT 

I am writing to express the Administration's general views on consumer bankruptcy reform 
proposals currently under consideration in the Congress. 

Over the past two decades, consumer bankruptcy filings have risen sharply. While there are 
many contending theories on the cause of thaUncrease, it is clear that there is no single 
explanation. Nonetheless, the growing number of filings, examples of abuse of Chapter 7 and 
state exemptions, and evidence of imprudent extensions of credit suggest some changes to the 
consumer bankruptcy laws are appropriate. The lack of definitive evidence about the reasons 
for the rise in bankruptcies means that ~tis difficult to predict the effect of reform efforts. The 
Administration, therefore, has developed the following set of principles to guide its review of 
changes to the consumer bankruptcy laws. 

1. Access to Chapter 7 should not be governed by an arbitrary means test; the court 
must have discretion to fairly account for the great variations in circumstances 
that bring debtors into bankruptcy (including medical expenses, unemployment, 
divorce, responsibility for the care of others, etc.) . To promote more uniform 
application of bankruptcy standards, this determination should take place within 
indicative or presumptive guidelines established by Congress that take into account 
factors such as the debtor's income and ability to repay a portion of the debt. 

2. National bankruptcy policy can respect state variation in exemption levels without 
allowing state exemptions to be used to shield luxury assets from creditors. 

3. It is appropriate to expect debtors who can afford to repay a portion of their debts 
(taking into account all relevant circumstances) to act responsibly; but the 
bankruptcy and credit reporting system should reward those who complete a 
Chapter 13 plan. 
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4. Bankruptcy reform should not create opportunities for creditors to coerce debtors 
to forgo bona fide rights in bankruptcy. 

5. Bankruptcy rules should discourage bad faith repeat filings and other attempts to 
abuse the privilege accorded by access to bankruptcy. 

6. Child support and alimony payments should be carefully protected. 

We must ensure that reforms have no unintended adverse impact on debtors' 
ability to meet these, and other, priority payments. 

7. Bankruptcy data collection and accuracy must be improved. 

Analysis and understanding of the forces affecting bankruptcy filings are 
impeded by the lack of high-quality, nationally uniform data. Better data 
collection and verification procedures should be incorporated in any reform 
proposals. Such data can be used to assess and monitor the impact of reform 
legislation. 

8. Scrutiny must also be given to credit industry practices that have led some 
borrowers to overextend themselves. 

While some of these issues may fall outside of the Judiciary Committee's 
jurisdiction, Congress and the Administration should consider proposals to 
ensure that consumers are well informed about the dangers of excessive debt 
accumulation and underst;_md the implications of their credit agreements. 

The Clinton Administration is open to responsible consumer bankruptcy reform that meets 
these principles. We have reluctantly concluded that we cannot support H.R. 3150 in its 
present form. We would look forward to working with Congress toward legislation more 
similar to the approach of S. 1301 --with modifications necessary to meet the principles 
articulated above. 

Sincerely, 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DHHS / ASPA 

Contact: Michael Kharfen 
(202) 401-9215 

HHS HELPS PARENTS CHOOSE AND STATES BETTER INFORM PARENTS ON QUALITY 
CHILD CARE 

.f-illS Secretary Donna E. Shalala today released a new, practical and easy-to-use guide for 
parents to choose quality child care providers and a brochure for states on improving consumer education 
to parents. Both were announced by President Clinton in his message for Mother's Day. The guide, 
named "Four Steps to Selecting a Child Care Provider", will be available on the world wide web and 
distributed to states and communities to share with parents. The brochure, entitled "Reaching Parents 
with Child Care Consumer Education'' will be sent to states and available on the web. 

"As President Clinton says, no parent should have to choose between the job they need and the 
children they love," said Secretary Shalala. "Millions of America's working parents struggle each with 
three basic questions about child care: can I find it? can I afford it? and can I tmst it?" 

"This handy and helpful guide can give parents more confidence in selecting the best child care 
provider for their kids," Shalala added. "The valuable information we provide to the states will help 
ensure that parents learn the who, where and how of getting good child care." 

The "Four Steps" guide suggests a simple, basic approach to selecting a quality child care 
provider: interview the potential caregiver, check references, make the decision for quality care and stay 
involved with the caregiver. Each step has a list of easy to follow questions for parents to ask and check 
off to learn about how the potential provider interacts with children, responds to parents, ensures proper 
health and safety standards, is affordable, and meets any special needs of their children. There are also 
toll~frce numbers for more information on health and safety and to find a local child care resource and 
referral program. 

A February 1998 report by the HHS Inspector General found that "most (states] were not able to 
provide sufficient consumer education" for parents to decide on quality child care programs. HHS' s new 
guide to states provides successful examples and useful recommendations to states and child care 
administrators on efforts to infonn parents better on how to their assess their child care needs, locate 
services, obtain subsidies for income eligible families, evaluate quality and choose the best, appropriate 
care for their children. The guide contains examples of effective public awareness campaigns, use of the 
world wide web and toll free telephone numbers, information resources, and state initiatives to enhance 
child care quality. 

The availability of quality child care is a challenge for parents to find. A survey of parents 
revealed that 62 percent of working parents report major problems finding quality child care to meet 
their needs. A study on quality and cost of child care in several states found that only I out of 7 child 
care programs met an acceptable level of quality. Another reported that 13 percent of regulated and SO 
percent of non-regulated care were found to provide inadequate care. Most importantly, a continuing 
sntdy by the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, shows that there is a direct 
connection between higher quality care and better cognitive development for children. 

"Though states are making investments to help improve the quality of care, most are using funds 
to provide as many child care spaces as they can." Golden added, "The 'Four Step' guide and the 
consumer education brochure for states won't go out of date to help parents find quality chi.ld care." 

[41002 
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Early this year, President Clinton proposed an historic investment in child care for America's 
working families. The unprecedented $21.7 biHion program will expand subsidies for low income 
working families, increase tax credits for middle income families and provide resources to states and 
communities to enhance and ensure that parents have quality choices in child care providers. The 
President's plan gives parents flexible options to choose a child caretaker in their home, in a 
neighborhood horne or a center. There are 10 million children eligible for federal subsidies, yet only 1 
million children receive support. With 70 percent of America's mothers in the workforce, ·working 
parents are desperately in need of help to continue to support their kids and have safe, healthy places for 
their children for part of the day. 

"Four Steps to Selecting a Child Care Provider" and "Reaching Parents with Child Care 
Consumer Education" can be found on the world wide web at http://www.acf.dhhs.gov. For the toll-free 
number for a nearby child care resource and referral program, call Child Care Aware at (800) 424-2246. 
For more information on health and safety in child care programs, call the National Resource Center for 
Health and Safety in Child Care at (800) 598-.KIDS. 

### 
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Four Steps to Selecting 
a Child Care Provider 

[4]002 

I Interview 

r Check References 

r Make the Decision 

I Stay Involved 

1. Interview Caregivers 

Call First 

Ask .... 

../ Is there an opening for my child? 

../ What hours and days are you open and 
where are you located? 

../ How much does care cost? Is financial 
assistance available? 

../ How many children are in your care? 
What age groups do you serve? 

../ Do you provide transportation? 

../ Do you provide meals {breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, snacks)? 

../ Do you have a license, accreditation, or 
other certification? 

../ When can I come to visit? 

Visit Next (Visit more than once, stay as long as you can!) 

Look for •••• 

../ 

../ 

../ 

Ask .... 

../ 

../ 

../ 

../ 

../ 

../ 

Responsive, nurturing, warm interactions ../ A variety of toys and learning materials, 
between caregiver and children. such as books. puzzles, blocks. and 
Children who are happily involved in climbing equipment, that your child will 
daily activities and comfortable with their find interesting and which will contribute 
caregiver. to their growth and development. 
A clean, safe, and healthy indoor and ../ Children getting individual attention. 
outdoor environment, especially 
napping, eating and toileting areas. 

Can I visit at any time? ../ Where do children nap? Do you know 
How do you handle discipline? that-babies should go to sleep on their 
What do you do if a child is sick? backs? 
What would you do in case of an ../ What training have you (and other 
emergency? staff/substitutes) had? 
Are all children and staff required to be ../ May I see a copy of your license or other 
immunized? certification? 
Do you have a substitute or back-up ../ May I have a list of parents (current and 
caregiver? former) who have used your care? 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
Administration for Children and Families 
Child Care Bureau 



05/06/98 WED 14:53 FAX 202 690 5673 DHHS/ASPA 141003 r . 
2. Check References 

Ask other parents .... 

../ Was the caregiver reliable on a daily 
basis? 

../ How did the caregiver discipline your 
child? 

../ Did your child enjoy the child care 
experience? 

../ How did the caregiver respond to you as 
a parent? 

"./ Was the caregiver respectful of your 
values and culture? 

../ Would you recommend the caregiver 
without·reservation? 

../ If your child is no longer with the 
caregiver, why did you leave? 

Ask the local chUd care resource and referral program or licensing office .... 

../ What regulations should child care providers meet in my area? 

../ Is there a record of complaints about the child care provider I am considering and how do 1 find 
out about it? 

3~ Make the Decision for Quality Care 

From what you heard and saw, ask yourself .... 

../ Which child care should I choose so that 
my child will be happy and grow? 

../ Which caregiver can meet the·special 
needs of my child? · 

../ Are the caregiver's values compatible 
with my family's values? 

../ Is the child care available and affordable 
according to my family's needs and 
resources? 

../ Do I feel good about my decision? 

4. Stay Involved 
Ask yourself ... ~ 

../ How can I arrange my schedule so that I 
can ... 
- . talk to my caregiver every day? 
- talk to my child every day about how 

the day went? 
- visit and observe my child in care at 

different times of the day? 
- be involved in my child's activities? 

../ How can I work with my caregiver .to 
resolve issues and concerns that may 
arise? 

../ How do I keep informed about my child's 
growth and development while in care? 

../ How can I promote good working · 
conditions for my child care provider? 

../ How can I network with other parents? 

These steps are only the beginning. Gather as much information as possible to help you find the 
best care for your child. To find the Child Care Resource and Referral Program nearest you. call 
Child Care Aware: (800) 424-2246, For more complete guidelines on health and safety in child 
care. call the National Resource Center for Health and Safety in Child Care: (800) 598-KIDS (5437). 
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What is Child. Care 
Consumer Edu~ation? 

Especiolly In this day and og~ tllltm ntOit porenll 
nwk, lfOihilla u more impatiQN tlt4tt ftlldlna 
r.Aifd m" lhQIII offord6ble, tJCCtJJibl' tZIId SQ/e. 

- Prcsidenl BIJ diAWA, Occobcl 23. 1997 

Familw..t need Cfll)ity, l!fforwbJe '*ld CMC so lhM dley caa 
auccecd as parenu and aa W<llkm. a.ild ewe COfllllmet 

education provide~ Plfentl with cWid care iafonnalion 10 ass.e.sa 
lhcir needs, loc.atc s«Yicel, cvaluale qu~lily, and choolc die bcsc · 
possible tare !01 lheil dlifdrea. The ability 10 xkd bigtl quality 
ammacmen!S from u wny of c:boiul Ll r.saealial. Since parenla 
of all income a arc •ins thiht ~re iR k.crw inl nvmbas, ooe-on­
oe con.iumer cdutatron 1nd rnu.ki-media public IWUanea 
ctmpaignJ arc cdtical co improvma acceu to quality. aftOrdable .. 
c:are. Tha developmenl ot cffectiYc tQIWJtner ~ iailiativet 
lnvolves inplll and feedback (tom the conrume.c -lhe patent. 

Wt ... know hGw impol1anJ it u 10 ~murt choic~ 
fm fHJrtlttJ U.llwlr sd«UOII of dtil41 can. Ont 
slu flu all cJdld aue drJU ·no~ fll Amtrh:a 's 
famllit.r. W1 dbn'r woti 1M S01M Jroon, ~ 
don't have tht ID/Ite ~COif.Omic M Olhtr kinds of 
prt!lSIU'ft thai wt'l'f dealittg with, ID we htl~oo 
provkll ~ options and Wt have lo lmfHJ'rWf 
JHlflniJ with good brfannarion ro mabl~ rh~m to 
b"MM good COII.MitnJ. 

-Pin! Lady HiUary Rodh101 Ointon, October 23, 1997 

Parcnta IClOIB the: COW*J reporc dilfiCUltics acc.euing clWd care. 
In 1996, 1he National Aaoaltioo of CbUd Care Resource and 
Rebral Agencies fcHind dtal 62 ~ ol working puentueporc 
major problema lkldins qualiry child care ro meet 1 heir needs. 

The avaibbility ()r child care variet from 00t11tnun.ity to 
~omMJnily and by the lypc ol ure needed. In (lhe atudy, 88 
perccnl of the avaUablc 1f71cet in ceGten1 m low-income 
coiiiiJM.aie1 were filled (Rou, 1996). Ctilld care may abo be 
espccidy dilfic\dc Co find in cural communitiea, where tbefe are 
fewer c::en~err or Carnily child care providers and wfle.reavailabk 
cueaiveu ..ay noc be nur a family's borne or workpla.cc . 
compO.md~ these ~rcitiea an: d ifficultici enc(IW)tercd by 
pan:na klokif\1 for eire rOf infenll and toddlen, school-age 
dlitdtat, duiiiJilOfltl'lditioal hOWl and (otc:Widml with special 
oce4t. Tbe Generll Ac:eotmelns Orrice found illl997 1hat "the 
large&C pps ~ bo•• supply and demand In lhe poor ateu 
of the acla:ted sita exist for lnfams, te:hool-a£ed ch ildrcn or 
boll\."' 

Good comumtr tdutatirm u criliCtJf lo making 
IM I~Wktl juncrion protnrly. If pamals on nol 
able 1o mokt ittfontled choicts, eMir acctSS to rltt 
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IWNket Lr llmilftl. Frurll«, ff (JIMeNU dmto!ld 
14/1 trml qoolity car~, P'oWdtn an mtHI. likay 
1tJ 41fJP11 il. (Offic;c of tiEe Jmpector Oeoen!J, US 
Departmea ol Health aDd HW111D Semccl) 

Rawtb wilh parent tocu. 8~ baa found that thll COASuaaer. 
ckctaion il cltaUco,inr fOf D!IIDY famil~ ~usc:: 

+ parenm -.y ted iaotated wJacn looking for dDkt tare 

anci 1epon IJw. lltc:J usuilly do not lmow wbM they are 
lootJn8 forM lbe oubel of their aearch; 
+ mo.liC parcnla •e aot aware oflhe nailability o( clu1d 
caR fC!OUfCe and •ercual aerY ica; and 
+ m~ny pare.ta ~ot 1ff'ord quality CHC, en. lf it is 
IVIU~. . 

To (ml these cmllongea and make lnfonacd dtoi.cellbout chik1 
ean:, parentt need suppon • the)' beain dle proca~ of'~ 
and evaluatlna care (or lhcll children. Thi& IUpflOf1 inchldca 
information. pemonat atteolfn, and ~ea lo f~R~nt~ utislaJ1ce. 

INFOIUIA7ION. Parenll oeed inioonadon co make &ale bc1t 
deciaiOll for their dilldrcn'e cue, includl.ng: 

• Wbal child c.are auugemCut. a1c 1\'aila ble, and how 
to ldclltlfy lhc elements lb11 ensure lhc bultll ud u!ety 
of tbc cbitdrcn. 
• &ratqin ro develop ll partnership with tho caregiv«. 
t O,ponunitir~ co obwvc, evaluale, and 61a)l adivcly 
IDvolvcd. 

PBIUONAL itJTBNiYON. As paleD aeck child care, lbo 
QpportuoMJ &o have OJICHMl-<1111: cliscuaslona witll a refcuaJ 
cOUDSdor ls.lmpoltiDI &:o enMlre that dee lnf0111111ion pnMdc:d Js 
taUotcd co the wlique DCCds of each fillmily. 

3 
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Wd Care Aware Is a IYdonal ~dadve co provld~ 
rnfonNtlon about chid WI! to parma. TIM mkslon of 
CbUd C.e AWMe Is to t*'ft that evEJY pM~nt has 
iu:cm to aood htformadol abo41r Rndlna quality chDd 
are and reKJUI'CH ha thtr comalutky throu&h natlonll 
t'OIISUMft' lnill'ketlna Mid by raJslq:lhe WlbltV of local 
child CMe resource ~d referral ~ 

CIJUd C. Awue h.1s lderttlfled el&ht by pt1ndptr1 for 
dafgnlna efft«<ve ch1ld art c:onuYIII' eduacron elforts 
ac lhe SLliE dAd local levels. Sucam.J project deJigm 
md~: . . 

+ oocreach ro tMiet.ed audiences; 
.+ respecc for twents' Pfr'Ptttlves; 

• r~ rrom conMnen~ 
• the lmporunce of lnrst; 

• Mlllfldtnandtnc ol adulr.leamfna; 

+ •kaau betwen coruu1111er educ.tlon and other 
famiCy lwat 
+ ewaaa'.., cornmunny .,.cners; · and 

• pvmenhlps ~ ln6l upoo tbe Jtren!rlhs of 
resovrc~ illd refem! prop'ams ind pubJJc aaendes 
tim wve IGW-mconte pamwu. 

Child ClW-~tAW¥e b ¥1 lnkladve managed by the 
Nallonil Auodadon of Qlld Care RtsOW'ct and 

.. ·Rerernl A~ (NACCJUtAl ~ the "Child C~t· 
Acllon ~ and che Nadolat Auodarton ror 
FMnly ChUd c.e ~ ~ory patMN.. . 
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ACC&U roSI!Pron. lnformatioA tboul child ure Mlbsldies a\ 
· ~ l5btc and local r~J. matcri4lb a00u1 the Hamed JIKOII\e TIJI 

Cmfll and lhe Child ADd DeJJCildeM Care Tu Credle CJn help 
pare nil •ffuid lhc can: of their choice. 

Otild Can: Raowcc at Releual A&cncie• (CCR.ARa) can 
IUPflort famillel by ~ thc:m to tiMJ iaf01malloo li10J DUel, 
white P~ovidirll ~ oounscling opportwlitiel to help dal 
c.hooee qwlily caJo for cbeir dlildren. AtcOrding to the (llaiJonal. 
A.saociati011 ol ChJkl C.re ReiOUC'CC 1nd RefenaJ Agencies 
(N ACC1lRA). c:ommwrity keccl CCR&.Ra: 

+ 1Upf011 f&milia iD IM moat Mnponant ro!ei of 
nm.rifla rheit d\iklrea and biJucina dte demands of 
family 1rul wort; 
+ complc, analyze. aDd share irlormelion with pareru. 
c.Mld a.c provtckn, aad ~nkte.s; 
· + suppon lndivtchJala am P«J11aau ch.M can: for 
chiklf'OOi aDd . . 
+ build collJIICCttoM ill ~ and atalC8 to tleatc 
app~opdaee poJiciel m1 family and clliJdren•a iaaucl and 
fO SCJlelltC lddldonal tfiOUrCt.l for child cw re. 
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ln1ht o ~una: A Otltd CMe ConwMer £duel doll Protnm 
Readll ng P.venu·lo-h iYid Nt\!1 P11mu 

ft'oaranu for hrenb, 1 'Nrd Qlf mource ..t refl'rrJI 
armc~ 1R NE.W ]£l5 EY, (slmpJemtrleq ~ Ollld Dre A wan 
cCIIlUn« eduallon IJZ"Oi'.lm IJocwed on ~tnG-M-wllllna ancf 
new pnnu. TM ~ conweya .a ~It 1boof qual tty child 
en 10 PM'mtl ~ L3mut method;ud parentJell cbis~ 
andthraup closettdmllc Cttevfdon lA &he m~lm\kv depanmmu 
of four rarae hospfull m Euex Counay, N~w Jerwy. 

Pro;ramt tor Varenu, In coflmor.:a!on wkh lhf Nemr~ 
Oftkt ror Chlfdrm and lhe Countv or EueJr, dtiiiMd lh~ 
prOif'llll&o reach parents 1'lll1eQ they w eh~ mod rf-CeptM to 
chlllnlormalton, lrq~ ~te SU&e of M P,reiNRCf or Jtk« af&er 
tht bhh ot lheff ~~~~. The lriafM Ore~ proanm pre14!nll a 
brl« video sbowlnltctnu of qyMhy dlild aq ~-* 
piUip'Jinl. The wtro lndldet. •llhH u wltfl p3rma deKrMllna 
~ &hey d1ole lMtr ureatwr, lllo•r wltll cNru o1 whu b 
lmpcJrunc ao Jock tor wt.en .lftklns qw~Jty.ar•. Acc:ompln'fJilf 
1M vtdto Is a MWSlt«.lr pl&bjlshecf kl Eftllbh llld Spanl.d'llhll 
~ rntammlon Jbout qudf)' and ' checldflt lex evB.tadn1 
lnfmt are aptjons. 

A dnk nr~on of abe vtdeo wat pfHMtd to ~I 
lfOUPI ol PMMt11 f.arnffy ddld c~e provkfm, auff members, 
and 1M hosplul commUift. lbr prodcKen •ho attandfd lht 
mrednl, co bt ruponllve 10 a~gestJom. Input fTcnl PfO~d~s 
1M pa~ wa& llKI lncorponttd. tnco' the n.ewslecc:er mel 
cheddlit. 

The BrtaJM Dnmu prnaram ~a me<ll nmPllan 
that bdldeJ pubic .ervk:t ~ prm rWJ!.\ ~nd· 
HI JdwnJsemeAu. Clmpafan mattrblf ..r1 produud II both 
Eqtbh.ad ~ Led tdMi1on JUUOM thai broadCast 10 ' 
prf~ l..aiJno audknce bavt e~ ~ltrete In cJeQII"' a 
proiriiri ·iriKmd lhe- video. Clbfe celtvhfon IWtOni hM 
txprtJSed dml'ar Jn~eR.Sr. 

6 



1-
0 
0 

C§J 

< p... 
Vl 
< 
' Vl = = ~ 

['-
~ . 
a.. 

IS) 

~ 
m 
N 
IS) 
N 

u 

~ 
~ 

.-;,<I: 
1- ' 

~~ 
0 
0) 

co 

N 
0 
N 

~m 
tJ,.,P'I .. 
.-['­""'_. 
" 

.-;, 

.-1~ 
~(J\ 
IJ,.lP'I 
:;:: .. 
~ 

col 
O)'r ,a: 
coE 
0 

' In 
o• 

What States Are Doing 
The ChiJd IDd Devclopmtllt Block Grur (CCDBG) ia cbc major 

· aource or federal fundio& to lhe 8c.aces to hdp loW-Income pa~. 
find and ~frotd child c.re. Undct lhc CCDBO. SEMel arc 
required 1o cer1ify that Chey will •promote informed child cue 
choices. • Addldonally, dle CCDBG Teglalatk>D 'ncN&a a act 
llidc or DO( less Uun 4 perteut of fOtaJ fuad& for attivitieJ that 1ft 
.. designed to pro~ide comprdlemivc _consua::r education to 
~· Mdlhe public. acttvic~ lhaC tncreua- patefUI choice, ;and 
ICtlvities cWigned lo improve lk ~lty anclavailabiJily or dtird 
CAres (such u rcaourc:.e and referral .elVica). • 

Tbis req11irement ha 1 le4 10 iooonl ivc new wnswncr ed.allon 
inilialiYe$ across the country. Many slalu ha¥e begun df01ta ro 
tnceJrBle lhc child ~are aubsidy applic:slion proceu willll consu.met 

ed~ion programs, CCDOO futW have IUpp«lcd the ctrocu of 
ccmmunity agencif.! IUcll as child taR re.source and referral 
agencic.s to jnfOfm pamlb abouC available daild care~. 
Thm: effortJ have lllclQ!Cd--dle cbild ·are- consumer eduu liOn 
aervica availabk to low-income familiut and h1ve crnlcd new 

. Of'POrtunltin ro ten familks about cbild care aui~ancc available 
through wblrdy programs. 

7 

When • partnt Is enrolled Jn the chll d cuw wbstd~ !)fOff'am 
k1 CAUFORNIA, he/Jhe & adled If a cfltld tire provider has 
hen ~. Jr they h.aw not Htecc.ct ' d10d care provtdt!r, 
~My aR ~fefRd co the lour resoune .and l'!femi PTOiram. 
The raowu ad r~ aaencr pro11tde.1 counidna on flow 
to ltl«t i chH4 c.re provldH thai belt mHIS the family'• 
neHH, and 01 On of prov1ders for the fam1fy co mk. California 
hu rt:akbl:ed' du1 chUd gr~ rftOUrCe and ~rernl JUII be co­
located In tach c:ouncy weJrare omce ... Order (0 provhlt 
contWMt' e&ladon ud rd'err.afs to parenu. MultlmUUon · 
dollar lundfnl far chit ~WN WWtJw h P-Jrt of tkfo Gowmor'J 
bud~~U 

Ho~evcr, some berrien coocinue &o e•i.s~ lhaC l.ntedcrc wldl the 
ckvt:loJlDle* oiiiiOJJg ~ ~ion networks. The Offcc:e 
or the lnspeclot OcnenJ, in a 1998 report,· fouiMi fh.a. "'moat 
[StalCSJ wm not able to provkfc iUfficient c~r cduc.ation.'" 
SimUu ubllaclu were found acroa the tlafe:t, inch1ding: 

+ lnae c1seloadt and Ions waitins li$1.!, impeding 
COIIli1Nnity ag~' abt'lky Ia resuhuly provide services 

·beyond dlsibilily delDrm.ination arul paymeot; 
+ multiple futiCti.ons of child ure raource ancl refetTal 
agenciu, in.cJuma xparatc aubiidy and education 
componcDb thiC do not h~ertel to serve partnC1; and 
+ r:dlancc oo p1int matcrtab u the primary mean& of 
communicalioo with fam.iliea. 

Ac.001ding to a 5fUdy by M&~lhemacicA Policy Rcseardl, Inc., tow­
lntome faraifie1 IKe ~ele OOi\Jitairn!, includins I inUied Income, 
jobs with iriOe.ILible and nonstambrd sehedulct, aa imufficient 
supply of formal chUd cate, and a lack of other adui.L1 in the 
household to wm with work and chiWreartn8 ~tbiHttel_ 
These conSkaints make the scardl for child care more difficur1. 
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Quatlty of Cue From a P~Rn~.•s roblt of VIew 

Tr.ldelouNy, ., detf&nlnl chid care md famtly policy, 
~voyone speak& lor the chid and for the parents -­
except perhaps tile p.uents thtnuelves. OUOON Is 
seuq ' pbce at the t1ble ror rhe c:hDd c.ve consumer by 
tfYiniCO hetp parenU nnd dtelr vok:e md M1kubtf dJetr 
vlut ·ln!e"esu In pubrfc potky through a mord1n11Ced 
effort at many r~ Eflorrs rndude: 
• An on·aofna reHardl proJect meawrfnc quality of 

are from a parent'.s pomt of view md st\ldyln~: fu 
poticy CCXTebCH. 

• 1M 20-tneneber Ach~lni Qua~ty f01 a.&ldnn 
Polley CoundJ, a vltofow parent aroop, has 
developed .a brodlure: "fn il Parent's Vokt: T1pa 
from P1r1nu to PMentJ, .abouc lo«*kac tor Qualley 
ChAd CJre.• 

• .A RetwOrk ol aroo,u, LU!c forces, re.seardt projeru, 
attd aaendn cooperacln1 rn ~ loosely coordinated 
way to pursue COhllnOn a~ls, rn amUatlon wkh the 
Oregon Child CMe Rtseard1 hnnenhrp. 

• The coUectlon, ~Is, and use of daaa on fmll~ 
Md dHid en demoilrapltks co drtve poky aiKI 
pWlnlna. 

(QuaUry or CMe From a Parent•, Point of V~: A 
PIKe M lhe PoUcy Table fw Chlld C~re CoiUUI11etS, 

Arthur Emten, 1996 unpUblished p.a~, 
0reaon 0\lld Cire IWfMch Pnwnhfp, Por•'-vld, 

Orqon) 

9 

Recognizitls that it is tbroo811 a cOIDbinltion of individual 
comumer cduclfiOII Md pullic awucue! s Ktivities dW parcm 
will .eek lAd usc.u dtild t.~rc, and eventually increase tile 
detrulnd for high qua1ily care. &late~ have adopted differenl 
Ito leg iea to help educate pa.re«Ma about their child cans choices · 
and tk availabilJty of IUbtidica. In IIIOI1IC cue.~, they b.ave 
eli~ 8111ewide networb ol raowce ud referral agonclea · 
to iluure *a~ ewery pa~ ba Cbe state hu 1 n:Jiabk I'UOU'J(e 10 
ltmliO for ioformatioll about child care. 

INDIANA hasluk:hed 111n Jaklatlve to 8Wnct .and HPMd 
Jlltewfde lnd locJI RSOiar(e .nd referrll KtMIIa. 1M 
prllmty lfl'Vke Mlilt* ao pll8\U and comnuttty iCft\dH 
wllllndude lnfcrnudon on che IUP~ Uld ~of diU 
Clrt dU'oujhaut l.he ml.f; and CDnlllmtJ fduudon md chl!d 
cue referrab for flnilleJ. The~~~~ m aeatt .a IYJtml of 
oonaumft" educ•Uon Md publk ~ to encOWil~ 
~enU 1o ~ ev.alualt Md eweMLa~ deJNnd qNitJ chid 
Qle. 

Tbc 01ild Care a11d De'telopme~ll Block GrtMI RtpOfl of Shu~ 
P/mQ ahows: 

+ More thUI OIJC'H&Uatlcr cf lbe .n.tea use lhe medii. 
malliagJ. brochurcJ, posle~~, public aerric:e 
~ •nd other mcchmisma to akrC puents to 
the aYiilabUilJ of auiJald iud child care. 
• Over hair of lila uatea provlde matc~4abao ~ 
ag~m:le~. 1acal projtam' &nd child Cll'e p.ravilk11 aad 
other SCate qCDC:iea to di&trlbut.e iaformation 10 the 
families tboy aer~e . 
+ Three-qumera of the I(JCCS provide infonu.a~ion on the 
availability of child ClUe allbc point of inlakc fot famiHe.s 

10 
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iWIYLDa for TANP.' 
+ Almotl &wo--thirdli of the sl£CCI u~e 1esource and 
referral agNciu to p~ovldc iof0f't%1alioa kl fwUie.a oo Cbe 
availability of c.hi.Jd c.a~ subiKliea and on the nnge ol 
·cholcoa available ro rmlie~. 

Other ata(ea are UJfu& muJii-media campajgn.~ to naakc COOSIUDU 

educa1iotl available 24 bou11 1 day. . Internet 1r)CI ether 
tcchflologb have made thia approadl co.st-eff«tive and siqlle 
10 implcmeot. 

No~TH CAROUNA, CALIFORNIA, NEW )BSEY and 
ILLINOiS ild aMon1 lht it~~ wlnlth.l World Wldt Web M 
ON l'1'tQI)S of ddNerln1 child aR consumer Nlladon 10 
famUin. Each lUte lw ~tWill cMW c.are . P31ftt a.dudln1 
lnformldolt on "Wha& P~tJ stKdd Know about Child Care, • 
RMC:~ tllrectodea of tqUf.t114 dll!d an IIJ'Q'ItdeB, how tQ 
partldpafe In the thUd an 111blkti PfOII'W and a lbdna of loCif 
eNid UA! IHOliKf and rtfernl quda. WQoll mchldftl 
Wonmt.lon ~ JtandJrdt fol centeo .and fanly dtH4 Cllt 
homfs. Linb 10 Olhti' oraMifutJona ~tlllnlomu-dolt on atldlnf 
md (hoosti'JI thlld c~ arr ~Ito Jnduded. 

Communltr mource Md rtfena.l apndes ~ illso w1na 
ledmdlolf to mett 1M dNtn1 nftlh of fanita In ~auhJpJr 
&enlnp. ln·WASHtNGTON state, Chi1d Cart lelcurtti, tbt 
cammu nky retoUrct and reftml a-aency Jmtlq Salde/Ktnr 
COW!t1, II udfta che Wtb co prcMde conlumer tdl.tadote arut 
refemfl. ThJt Wll soon be .IVIIbblt jL1CeWJde. 

M1ay 11area have dev~:lopcd systc:ms co brina c:omumer educ&tiH 
tG lamUica applylnl for We child catc aubsldJ. Co4ucatioo of 
these 181Vicca a4 the lime •nd ptace ol ~lion hu helped 

11 

maay awe. mulmiie the effccciveaesi of lhc consumer educallon 
servicq ~hey provide. 

In UTAH, lht raource and rtre•nt llftKY hM JJf'tJ)md a lltde 
show a.cl \ideo for pmnu on how co ct.oole cWrd cart, wNd1 
~~ .1hown wMe r~ ~~ lor dw dJid ure wt.ldr ,.. die 
&npro,menl CeDW. hmphleu 1M booltJ n llso ~­
Familia .uy abo aaend a worbltop 011 -How to Otoole n.uatv 
Clflld CIR." 

In 04hu lla&e.l, lbc ICIOUI'CC and retemr I)'I!Cnl ia the c:cDtra1 
poiol of COPbiCl for famiUea lO ICCeiS the clUkt cue IAibady 
progrua alld COD.~UmC:r educ.tioo. Tbi& fttlepl&cd approach k 
~ to pto"Jide puenu \1'kh easy ·KteU to raourua, 
fmanclllwiMaoce, and oownseton co a&ppCMt lheir ~!d'i nee<~~. 
ra b abo uted 10 aupport_ ~t.ccwide ldtlic ~W&mJeS~ eanpilfll ro 

· ~ fammu. provMien and entplo)'Crlabout lbe troporrancc 
ol quality ehald are. 

OM c.t Mlna;etMnl AiNdn In AUdAHA, ~In 1M 
communtty rtSOUJ~ and meml .alftl(la. pi'OIWfde .:ONUmer 
edutllion awt dtiN (Ire rrimf $f1Ylce~IO low..._.~ 
Tht1 ., PlUCell tllalbJ!ky ~ lrom f'.amllft Md 
Pf'OWt pa,meng 110 prcMdm. 

lhl flOIJOA Chlldren'l fanlm ~ I~ 
re.rource ~ rderral MCWart CUt. ovet'JMII aNULina"' tckKadon 
Kdultlft lhrouatlout the ~~*· Tile Fonn dmlotH •SGtewMt­
IKI~ ol gfy dllfdhaod ·feMcf~t CONUAW fdw&bii'NtfiWI -
~ 1 variety ol lan&u~!ret .JIWI Jonmu, lldiK!Int 1M bnxtue 
"Set k Tbmuab Yow Odllt1 Eye~," at II «MMIr'eKft ~ to 
help ramUtH locJlf and iRon~ quality chN are. 
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~ Sevenl a<acea h 1 vc designed oonaumer educatioo initialives 
L targeted to the needs of cerlain famitiu, such aa those with 

school-a&e children or families of c:bildm1 with apecial needs. 
B Often, these an collaborative efforta wUh paJ"tBB5 from other 
R stale agencie~, commuolty a&eneie3. school&, health care 
R · provideu and other aervica agencies. 
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COloRADO Opdom b-lncbfw OHfd Care, a&ntmunct by 
thr Colorado ()(fk~ of ReiOUJ'(e lAd Relttnl A;tndfl, IJ a 
PfOJeU deqnt'd 10 IIKrWe \he ~~Wa rentil or cWrd are mource 
ind referral a&WKies (biAs) ol the llsues thai~Mpaa. ramlJiu of 
chtk!ren •nd yCJUth wtlh spe<~ needl, md to Hlba lleiRs to 
d1velop sen~ that .wppon hn1JJ!a In bu!ldlniJ parlnentdps 
wJth child ~ and "IJltte c:ue WOtlctn. The proJea wUt bulld 
&be c~~dcy ol tOIIVliUnllV ~&'tlldti co uc .u ~ c1Ul~ In 
promo&lrtl community lnwiRtnem In IAduJivt d1Ud are ...a 
IIKrNR c:ommunlty utlflJ.IIkHI ol R.8dll fot RCJIIfdnL ........, 
ud ~Df'llna prcmdets of eNid UA! ad mpke lfnkK. 
SeMcts ror famh Md ~ IRc::Judt probleM soMnc w11m 
urw opiJoAs are lmhtd or n~en~, dpi on lnlmttwlnt a-.d 
contr~ w help In ktentffylrc ban len 1o lndwlon .spuUk 
to •Mh ure H«lna. 

011141 ~re 2000, a bro1d co!Liborattve In WASHINGTON 
coordinated lrt the WalhlngJOA State Chltd care le~CNKe and 
Reftml NetWOtk md lnvoMnr t 4 .s&atewlcle srty ddilllood and 
~outh orpnlr1dons, 4 swe · ~e1, the Gild Car• 
CGorcftnMMII' CorMlfuee, b a <CIIIIUMf edua~ .and Pftftt 
enaaatmen& C3mJNI1n ·Co lnlonn p.arrnu abouc cbe Importance 
of ~llcy ;dull urealvlnt rtbdoftd\IJII for mJidr• Md youth of. 
ail ·~ieJ. one .DI lht reuOi\r iiimflt durtni the ampat1n iW . 
IJtetl thai OM nteiUif dofl not ftlel ~ sllWdonJ. Qtld 
Care 2000 developvd a me••aae 10 the pareau olldlooJ-altf'l 
tlulli relevant 10 the OJmpleJicltleJ lnvolwd "' dtt prcceu or 
chaOtlnl u ..,Pfopmte piau (or their schooJ..are dtJfd. A 
posllSvt meuqe wu d1o1en which ar<~b.li pannb' ~tlenlion: 
Sd1oot Ace Cue: Growtn1 Up Wflh 5omeplac~ To Cio. 

o' ----··- .... -- -- ··----···- ··- ----

RHdl ............ tlwough chiJd care ~r cduciCioa ia a 
villi atep ill the proccaa ol msurins lbat flmifie.lltave accas to 
the best po111ible cbil4 are services for tbeir cbiSdrcn. 
Respomive ·COIIIUiner educ.tlion strwglbcDI me chil~ care 
delivery ayatem aod euablol puema, provider~ aod COIIlitlU8iUel 
&o WCJrk together to identify and addresa lhcir child care oeeda. 

There: arc muy cumpla in 1titea and local ~ or 
elfed.We aN~~UmCr ~ioo initiatives. A• aaatet eo.dnue to 
adaaa dae powLo1 Deed fOf chird ctro acrvi~. coosumer 
edwcatioJI will be the mecbanitm for dunn1 kOOITAitioo wilh 
families, providing wentiaiiUAJOft and c:oat'lCC4inl famjliet with 
lb£ Krvicellhey oeed. 

Pour Skps fer Parents Seledlng • 
CbUd Care ProYider 

1. huerview Caregivers 

2. Check References 

3. Make the Decision for Quality Care 

4. Stay Involved 
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National Organia:~tionif 

7ht fo&wiHB OTiaJIIulh'OIU MW ~ and t'f!MHII'Crl for 
UllfU, jJJ&Jb'a QNI/ ClltltfiUfiUIJ&, 

ctuld Car~ Action Campaign 
130 7th Avenue, l7th Floot 
New Y01k, NY 10001 
(lt Z) 239-0138 

Childten'a Defense Fund 
25 B Snet. NW 
W11h.!ngtoa, DC 2000 I 
(202) 618·871'7 
World Wide Web: b.llp:l/www.tb.iktremdelense.ora · 

Pamilie• rand Wom lllllrtitu!e 
J30 ScVc.mb Avenue, J4lh Floor 

·New York, NY 10001 
(211) 465-2044 
World Wide Web: htlp:l/tr.•ww.fi.miliaudworkimt.ors 

I Ant YDW Cltild 
(888) 447-3400 
http: 1/www .iamyourchild .ors 

NaUonal A.voalllion for the BducalioB oC Yourw ~iklreA 
1509 15th &r«t_ NW 
Wuhiagton, DC 200l6 
(800) 424·2460 or (2:02) 232-8m 
World Wide Web; htrp:/Jwww. naeyc.Of8lnaeyc 

IS 

NatMmll Avsoaafioo of Cfu1d Cue Resource aad Relcml 
Aaeccia. 
1l19 P Stm:t, NW, Suite 606 
w~. oc 20004-1106 
(20'2) 39:)..5501 
World W'tde Web: hdp:llwww.di.U*-rwr.orl 

Nuionll BJIIICk Chiki Dcrveiopmenl lnlthtc 
1023 fif\CCJIIh Stm:t. NW, Suir~ 600 
WIIIWf1&100, DC 200M 
(202) 387-l1.8l 
Watld WHSc Web: 'Mtp:/lwWW~.nkdi.oq 

National Child Care lnformatiOA Cawer 
243 Own:b Sf~. NW 2nd Roor 
Vlawa, VA 22 J 80 
(800) 6t6-2242 (UII tl/.,_,. dU/4 t:lllf ~IIIINilabll) 
World W'Jdc Web: bltp~f/nccic.otl 

NatfoMI Parent fnforma&ion NclWodr. 
Univenity of hllnola C»>drea'1 Rea.cartb Cen&or 
S I GCiny Drive 
Champ.aip. IL 6 Ul20-7469 
(800) ~ns or (211) 333-tl86 
World W'tde Web~ bltp;I/Rpbl.OII 

Zero To 'BreeiNatiouJ Center fot CUOO.l fnf'111 Prorrama 
734 lJih ~red, NW. lOOt ROOI' 
Wllhinatoe. DC 20005-2101 
(202) 638-1144 
World Wide Web: lqJ:I/www.wCI((Jduu.DIJ 

CBILD .CARl: AWARE 
A toll· free phoae •umber providcl parGnls wilh a 

dii'Kt link to theit wmmu•iay dttld care 
rciOUC'CO IDd ref41Talqcnc:y: 

· ICI~:Z4-2Z" 
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All too frequently, we read stories in dur daily newspapers, _·see· on the riightly ne'Ys, or hear 
about yet another individual who is the victim nf abuse at the ilandS of a care provid~r- ~ a care 
provider With a criminal history of similar abuses. or who is dtherwise nof fit to cate for 
vulnerable individuals~ The ~icti~ may .be a child in a preschool program, an ~lderly person who 
needs assisted living care, or a disabled indi~idual "'Yho .requires instituti9naJ car:e. · 

. . . . . ' . ; ~ .· . ... . ' : . 

Today nearly 35, million adults come into contact With more than 70 million children in.· 
.educational inStitutionS, day care facilities, foster care'homes, youth develop~ei:lt organi2;ations, ·. 
social service agencies' medical faciiities, recreation eeilters, religious-bas.edprograms, and· 
juvenile detention, correctional, and laWenforcel)lent facilide~ .. ·More tlian:5 milli~n ofth~ 
estimated 33.9 million Americans older'th;ID 65. y~ars need some form of assisted care and an 
additional·2.3 million of the .36 ~illion Ainerit~ with-a disability require reside~tial treatinent. 
The total number of Americans in need ofsome care is estiniated at more than 77.3 million. 

when Co~gress introduced and pas~ed th~ National Child Protection Act in ·1993, it ad&essed · 
concerns we all share: concerns about the qualifications of those who care for the members of 
our society most sus~ptible to abu5~ .. The Violent Crlme and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 
.amended the National Child Protection Act and. directed the Attorney General to "develop 
·guidelines for the adoption of apprbpriate safeguards by' care providers ~d by states for· . 
protecting children, the elderly, oi individuals with disabilities from abuse." With the release of 

·these guidelines,- we are taking a step forward in p~ovidi~g·this vuln~rable population with . 
additional protection from.abuse by those r,espon5iblefor their care .. These guidelines pre~ent a. 
logical decision mo'del to guide.the screening decisions· of.individuals·and organizations who. hire 
employees or recruit volunteers .to work with and provide care to children, the elderly, oithe 
disabled. · . · __.. · . · .: ' : ~ . . 

The guidelines do not mandate crirpinal record-checks for all care providers but do present advice 
on establishing a policy that provides aii appropriate level ofscreemlig based' upon' specific 
situationS. The suggested screening mechanisms may include the Federal· Bureau of 
Investigation's fingerprint based criminal records check, where warranted;· ·The first.step ·. 
presented in this decision model includes an ~sessment ~f ''triggers" that pertain to the setting in 

·.which the care is provided, the empl~yee's·or volunteer'·s level of contact with the individual 
receiving care, and the vulnerability of the care receiver.' The.next step is w~ighing the ' . 
availability ofinformation, the c<;>sts of the screening, and the htiman resources. needed to carry 
OUt the screening prOCeSS. The .third step is the analysis. and selection Of appropriate SCreeriing 
practices that would be lised in· addition t<;> "Basic Screening," which includes reference checks, 
interviews,. and a written application. These three steps lead employers and volunteer . 
organizations through a thoughtful process of eval~ting,th~ circums~ces and establishing 
appropriate screening measures for. each care provider.: . 

. ' . ' . ., 

The guidelines were develop~d to help reduce the incideJ;l~ of abuse by care providers. 
However, the guideliJ:?.eS alOJ?-e' wiil not eliminate the problem: We, aS 'the relative or·friend of an 

' ., -;,.. 

.,,•' 
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indiVidual:receivmgcare, ~ust remai~ a~are ofthe potential for ab~e. Screening ofcaie 
· providers does not remove our responsibility t~ talk to our ~hildren and family about what is and , .. ·-~- t 

is not acceptable b~havior. from care and service: providers~ Similarly, servi~e orgaruzations and 
employers providing care h,ave an ongoing responsibility to. monitor those in contact with 
vulnerable populations. 'While the lise of these Guidelines is a neeessary first.step to ensure their 
safety' we must temai"' vigilant at ~~Ltimes' to e'nsure proper care. . . . . 

' ' ' • ~ • • I I ' ' • ' 
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Four Steps to Selecting 
a Child Care Provider 

l Interview 

I Check References 

I Make the Decision 

I Stay Involved 

1. Interview Caregivers 

Call First 

Ask .... 

./ Is there an opening for my child? 

./ What hours and days are you open and 
where are you located? 

./ How much does care cost? Is financial 
assistance available? 

./ How many ,clhiidren are in your care? 
What age groups do you serve? 

./ Do you provide transportation? 

./ Do you provide meals (breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, snacks)? 

./ Do you have a license, accreditation, or 
other certification? 

./ When can I come to visit? 

Visit Next (Visit more than once, stay as long as you can!) 

Look for .... 

./ Responsive, nurturing, warm interactions 
between caregiver and children . 

./ Children who are happily involved in 
daily activities and comfortable with their 
caregiver. 

./ A clean, safe, and healthy indoor and 
outdoor environment, especially 
napping, eating and toileting areas. 

Ask .... 

./ Can I visit at any time? 

./ How do you handle discipline? 

./ What do you do if a child is sick? 

./ What would you do in case of an 
emergency? 

./ Are all children and staff required to be 
immunized? 

./ Do you have a substitute or back-up 
caregiver? 

./ A variety of toys and learning materials, 
such as books, puzzles, blocks, and 
climbing equipment, that your child will 
find interesting and which will contribute 
to their growth and development. 

./ Children getting individual attention . 

./ Where do children nap? Do you know 
that babies should go to sleep on their 
backs? 

./ What training have you (and other 
staff/substitutes) had? 

./ May I see a copy of your license or other 
certification? 

./ May I have a list of parents (current and 
former) who have used your care? 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
Administration for Children and Families 
Child Care Bureau 



2. Check References 

Ask other parents .... 

./ Was the caregiver reliable on a daily 
basis? 

./ How did the caregiver discipline your 
child? 

./ Did your child enjoy the child care 
experience? 

./ How did the caregiver respond to you as 
a parent? 

./ Was the caregiver respectful of your 
values and culture? 

./ Would you recommend the caregiver 
without reservation? 

./ If your child is no longer with the 
caregiver, why did you leave? 

Ask the local child care resource and referral program or licensing office .... 

./ What regulations should child care providers meet in my area? 

./ Is there a record of complaints about the child care provider I am considering and how do I find 
out about it? 

3. Make the Decision for Quality Care 

From what you heard and saw, ask yourself.. .. 

./ Which child care should I choose so that 
my child will be happy and grow? 

./ Which caregiver can meet the special 
needs of my child? 

./ Are the caregiver's values compatible 
with my family's values? 

./ Is the child care available and affordable 
according to my family's needs and 
resources? 

./ Do I feel good about my decision? 

4. Stay Involved 
Ask yourself.. .. 

./ How can I arrange my schedule so that I 
can ... 
- talk to my caregiver every day? 
- talk to my child every day about how 

the day went? 
- visit and observe my child in care at 

different times of the day? 
- be involved in my child's activities? 

./ How can I work with my caregiver to 
resolve issues and concerns that may 
arise? 

./ How do I keep informed about my child's 
growth and development while in care? 

./ How can I promote good working 
conditions for my child care provider? 

./ How can I network with other parents? 

These steps are only the beginning. Gather as much information as possible to help you find the 
best care for your child. To find the Child Care Resource and Referral Program nearest you, call 
Child Care Aware: (800) 424-2246. For more complete guidelines on health and safety in child 
care, call the National Resource Center for Health and Safety in Child Care: (800) 598-KIDS (5437). 
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Bankruptcy shoUldn't let 
parents off the hook 

Over the past weeks, rve 
learned about proposed 
bankruptcy-reform leg­
islation in the House of 

Representatives that could under­
mine the ability of some parents 
to collect child support. I have no 
quarrel with responsible bank­
ruptcy reform, but I do quarrel 
with aspects of the bill that would 
force single parents· to compete 
for their child support payments 
with hig hank1' trying to collect 
credit card debt. The welfare of 

__ .our children must come first. 
Let me tell you about a hypo­

thetical family: Jan and Simon 
have three children, ages 1, 3 and 
5. Simon is the manager of a 
small shoe store with an annual 
salary of $33,000. Jan is a full­
time homemaker. 

Sadly, they divorce, and Simon 
agrees to pay child support. Un­
fortunately, within a year, he's in­
volved in a serious car accident 
and loses his job. Jan, struggling 
to raise their three children, stops 
receiving child support checks. 
Unable to find work, and behind 

' r A on his bills, Simon flies for bank-

~ 
, J . A,: L- ruptcy protection. Jan is just one 
~ of his creditors. 

1~n 'V\.11- Under current bankruptcy law, 
~ J Simon is obligated to pay his 
~ ~;" taxes, his student loans and his 
or.ep.;" I v ,. child support and alimony. But 

under the legislation being con­
sidered by the House, certain of 
his credit card debts would also 
be mandatory. In Simon's case, as 
parties vie in the fierce competi­
tion for limited funds, child sup­
port payments and credit card 
obligations would be pitted 
against each other. 

Unfortunately, Jan and Simon's 
story is all too common. This year 
alone, 1.4 million families will file 
for protection from unmanage· 
able consumer debt under our 
bankruptcy laws. This represents 
an increase of about 400 percent 
since 1980. While some reform is 
in order, any accompanying 
threat to child support and ali-
mony payments is not. 

This administration has 
worked too long and too hard to 
improve child support collection 
to see it now threatened. The 
president has cracked down on 
nonpaying parents and strength­
ened enforcement. Since 1992, 
collections are up 68 percent. 

Thday, families that file under 
Chapter 7 are relieved of certain 
debts, but as in Simon's case, they 
must still repay others, including 
taxes, educational loans and fam­
ily and child support obligations. 
Many also try to continue making 
home mortgage and car pay­
ments. They leave court relieved 
of some debt but certainly not 

debt-free. 
The aspects of the House bill 

that concern me would elevate 
certain types of credit card debt 
to the same high priority as taxes, 
school loans and family support. 
The challenge for Congress is to 
pass a law that is balanced and 
fair to both the creditor and the 
debtor - protecting families and 4 . 
children while reducing abuse of 
the bankruptcy laws. 

The challenge for our economy 
is to preserve access to credit 
while making sure that eligible 
consumers are educated, respon­
sible and protected from unscru­
pulous practices. It wasn't too 
long ago that large segments of 
our society were denied credit. At 
the time, it was impdrtant to pro­
vide people with this valuable 
economic tool, but now, as we all 
know, credit is readily available. 

How many times in the past 
few months has your phone rung · . 
during dinner? You excuse your­
self, leave the table and pick up 
the receiver, only to be greeted by 
a cheery voice on the other end of 
the line..happily offering you a 
"pre-approved credit card." Or 
how many times have you seen or 
heard advertisements encourag­
ing people with bad credit to bor­
row more? 

For many people in financial 
straits - for whatever reason -
such offers may sound too good to 
be true. Unfortunately, down the 
line, too many people find they 
didn't comprehend how much 
they would owe and don't have 
the means to repay the additional 
debt. 

The average bankruptcy flier 
in this country earns less than 
$18,000 a year after taxes. And, 
now, credit card companies even 
target college and high school 
students. 

Most people use their credit 
cards responsibly and pay their 
bills reliably. But, for many 
Americans -like Jan and Simon 
- the difference between fiscal 
security and financial ruin is just 
one c&}amity away. A divorce, a 
lost job, an accident or a child's 
illness can rob a family of its fi. 
nancial security and eventually 
lead to bankruptcy court. 

As members of Congress grap­
ple with bankruptcy reform, they 
must deal with the problems that 
face both creditors and debtors. 
But one issue is clear. Any effort 
to reform the bankruptcy system 
must protect the obligations of 
parents to support their children. 
•Th find out more about Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and read her 
past columns, visit the Creators 
Syndicate World Wide Web page 
(www.creators.com). 
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Pentagon asks Gulf cUts fOr rllol"rue, COst 'j 
that allows him to dictate· what we 
do," 'said a senior military officer. 
"We're going to make it absolutelr 
clear we're not going to react to his 
every whim." . . • 

By Rowan Scarborough 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

· The Pentagon wants to signifi­
_cantly reduce ground and air 
forces in the Persian Gulf by'mid-. 
summer and will submit options 
later this month to President Clin­
ton, senior military officerS said · 
_yesterday. 

With Gulf tensions receding, 
one officer said the Defense De­
partment may ask to shrink force 
levels from the. 38,000 troops to 
20,000 and one aircraft carrier -
the Gulf deployment before Sad­
dam Hussein began defying Unit­
ed Nations inspectors ·seven 
monthsago. · 

Meanwhile, six senators yester- . 
. · day put ·pressure on ·the · White · 

House to scale back, saying the in­
creased deployment was draining 
defense dollars and morale. ·. · Sen. Ted Stevens 

'~Clearly, I think it's time for us _ · 

~-

~ 

to reduce. the deployment in the 
Persian Gulf and get it down to the· 
point where people do not have to 
go back:' said Sen. Ted Stevens, 
Alaska Republican and chairman · 
of the Senate Appropriations sub­
committee on defense.·"! think this 
repeated .deployment to the same 
locale under the same conditions 
- they cannot· go off the bases, 

· there's no towns for them to visit. 
... They really are very confined .. 
And that's leading to a long-term 
loss of morale:· . 
·.sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, 

· Texas Republican and a member of 
the Senate Armed Services Com­
mittee, said: "I would describe the 
morale in the desert as adequa~e. 
There are very severe problems in 
that regard, and. there's no ques­
tion we're going to have to go 
through some kind of a deploy­
ment reduction here back to the 

precrisis levels." . 
One of two carriers in the Gulf, 

the USS Independence, is due to 
leave the region af month's end. 
Defense Secretary William S. Co- .. 
hEm on Thesday ordered a possible 
replacement carrier, the . USS · 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, to depart 

· the United States on· June 10, as 
planned. The scheduling raises the 
prospect of leaving one carrier in . 
the region as t~e first stage of a 
troop downturn. ·-

At the White House, Mr. Clinton 
told reporters, "Secretary Cohen 
has not recommended a final de­
cision to me on this, and I have 
certainly not made one, and we've 
done our best to keep all of our, 
options open." . ·.· · 

On the morale issue, the pres­
ident said, "One of the things I rec­
ognize is tha~ as·we ask more and 

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 

·. The administration is discuss~ 
· ing the option of coupling a withJ 
drawal to. precrisis levels with 1 

heightened u.s. warnings that de~ ' 
fiance of U.N. weapons inspections 

·would bring military strikes. . : 
Another consideration is the · 

weather: The region's intense sum~ 
· mer heat is an unhospitable envi .. 

ronment for soidiers housed hi 
tents in Kuwait. · • 

"Most of our troops stationed in 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are in 

· tents:' a military_ spokesman said;: 

· John Hillen, a former Army of,: 
fleer and analyst at the Council on 
Fbreign Relations, said the admin:.· 
istration is mistaken if it believes it 
can influence Saddam's behavior: •. ; .. 
without robust military forces. · · -· -~ 

more and more of our men and . "It will be difficuit to deter Sad~ 
women in uniform, and they have dain on the cheap. I don~t know 
longer deployments, we're going to what model they're going to use,~ 
have to work harder to make sure Mr. Hillen said. "There's no free 
they get adequate support!' lunch. You have to be excessively · 

A senior military officer sai~ · creative to not wear out our forces 
planners want a new Iraq policy . by· keeping them in the Persian 
that doesn't involve the costly, · Gulf, but at the same time to keep 

. morale-draining deployment of . enough there to deter Saddam." . · 
·troops everytime Sad dam aCts up. . A senior officer at the Pentagon -• 

With Saddaril less. bellicose in said the United States· "lost the 
recent months, the administration. propaganda war"_ in the latest cri~ 

· has sent signals it was considering sis With Saddam. Fewer nations · 
- a drawdown. · · · now back continued economic 

The administration's dilemma is sanctions as a lever to force Iraq to 
cost vs. iron-fisted diplomacy. . reveal its prohibited weapons of 

The. buildup is projected to re- . mass destruction. . . 
quire $1.3 billion this year in extra "Saddam seems to -gauge our· 
defense spending. But withdraw- threshold for tolerance, and he op• 
ing forces could wrongly signal erates underneath that threshold:! 
Saddam that he again is free to Mr. Hillen said. "He operates at 
defy U.N. weapons inspectors. . just under the threshold where we 

"We've got to get out of the mode would knock the crap out of him.": 

-=·· 
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MOTHER'S DAY, 1998 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

Mothers are the heart of our families and the soul of 

our society. They are the givers and nurturers of life, our 

teachers, confidants, counselors, and lifelong friends. They 

believe in our dreams and help us to achieve them. From the 

moment our mothers first take us into their arms, we are blessed 

with their love and with the gift of knowing that we matter. 

As our first and best teachers, our mothers help us to 

develop the values, self-esteem, strength of character, and 

generosity of spirit we need to embrace the wider world beyond 

the family. We, in turn, will pass on to a new generation these 

vital lessons of love and r~sponsibility. And so there are no 

boundaries to a mother's love and no way of adequately measuring 

her influence. 

While the special_; love between mother and- child is 

unchanging, the challenges of motherhood are not. The role of 

women in our society has grown and altered dramatically during 

the paet century. Millions of American women today pursue 

full-time careers in addition to carrying out their duties as 

parents, balancing family, job, and community responsibilities . 

But, whether they stay home with their children or become 

working mothers, whether they are biological, adoptive, foster, 

parents, mothers today care for their families and meet 

new demands of our complex society with strength, courage, 

and quiet selflessness. On Mother's Day, as we reach out to 

embrace our mothers in person or only in memory, let us 

strengthen the timeless bond between us and acknowledge the 

many gifts with which they have graced our lives. 

141002 
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.The Congress, by a· joint. resolution ~pproved May 8, 1914 

(3 8 Stat. 770) , has _qesi$nated ·the_ second sunday in May each. 

year as·: 11 Mother' s Day" and reque'at'ed· the President to call for 
. . . ·. . ' . . 

its appropriate observance. 

NOW,. THEREFORE, I, ' .. wt~LIAM J .· CLI}:ITON, President of the 
··, •·;._.' 

United States of ·Ame:dca, ·do 'hereby proclaim May io, 1998·, as 
.. 

·Mother's D?Y.- I urge all.Americana to e:xpress·their deep love 

and respect ~OJ; the{r moth~rs and to reme~er 'how much the}' have 

contributed to our lives and the well-being of our country. ·r 

also call upon ali: citizens t2>· 'a''bserve this d~y with appropriate 

programs, ceremonies, and actiyities. 

IN WITNESS'WHEREOF, r have·h.e~eunto.set my hand this 
~ . . 

day. of· ·,. in. the year of pur Lord 

nineteen hundred. and ninety-eight I ·.and. of the Independence of' 
' . 

the Un;Lted Scates 'of America the:_. t;:~~- .hundreq. and twenty-second . 
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