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CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT: A CLINTON
© ADMINISTRATION PRIORITY . -

" Overview: The goal oj'lilé‘ Chjld Si{ﬁport Enforcement (CSE) prb‘g’ram,‘ ‘established in 1975 under
Title IV-D of the Social Security Act, is to ensure that children are supported financially by both
parents. S o S e e

Designed as. a joint federal, stdte; and local partnership, the program involves 54 separale staie
_ and territory systems, each with its own unigue laws and procedures. The program is usually run
by state and local human service agencies; often with-the help of prosecuting attorneys and other
law enforcemeni officials as well as officials of fumily or domestic relations courts. At the federal
level, the Department of Health and Human Services provides technical assistance and funding o
. slates through the Office of Child Support:Enforcement and also aperates the Federal Parent
Locator System, a computer matching system that locates non-custodial parents who nwe.child .
support. I ~ o R

Despire recent record improvements.in paternity establishment-and child support collections, -
" much more needs 10 be done to ensure that all children born out-of-wedluck have paterniry
" established and that all non-custodial parewis provide financial.support for their children.
Currently; only about dpne-half of the custadial parents due child support receive full puyment.
About twenty-five percent receive partial payment and fwenty-five percent receive nothing.

- For thait reason, President Clinton proposed,-and Congress passed, legislation 1o sirengthen and
improve state child support-collection activities. These provisions, included in the Personal .
Respansibility and Work Opportunity Act of 1996, could increase child support collections to over - -

. 824 billion in 10 years: a national new hire repariing system, streamlined paternity establishment,
*“uniform interstate child supporr laws, computerized state-wide collections, and rough new

penalties, such as driver's license revacation, =

i

' Clinton Administration Increages and Innovations -

President Clinton has'made improving child suppert enforcement and-increasing child support =~ -
collections a top priority, Since taking office, President Clinton has cracked down on non-paying parents
and strengthened child siipport enforcement, resulting in vecord child support collections: In FY 1997,
the federal-state partnership collected a record $13 billion from non-custodial parents, an increase of $5 -
billion, or 63 percent, since.1992. The number of families that are actually receiving child support has

~ also increased: In 1997, the number of child support cases with collections rose to 4.2 million, an- -

increase of 48 percent from 2.8 million 11992,

Encouraging state innovations. On October 10, 1997, HHS announced the award of $1.5 million in
‘demanstration grants to-17 states 1o support innovative projects to improve the nation's child support .
enforcement program. The projects will test cooperation with child support requirements by applicants
for and Tecipients of Temporary Assistance to Needy Families; new madels for coping with domestic
violence in the context of child support enforcement; models of collaboration between child support
. entorcement, Head Start and Child Care programs at the state and local levels; ¢collaborations to facilitate
family preservation between child support and child welfare programs; reviewing and adjusting child
~ support orders; determining the effect.of child support collections on welfare recipient income; and; -
-+ models for making the child sypport enforcement program responsive to the needs of low-income: .
Yo I —
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noncustodral fathers to encourage greatcr pareatal rcsponsxbrhly In oddltlon HTIS on Dccembcr ]8
1997, HHS announced approval ot a child support waiver io allow the State of Washmgton to use
federal funds normally used for child support enforcement to fund "Devoted Dads," an.innovative
‘ -public/private partnership to promote the respousrble rales of fathers in the financial and emotional -
f support of their children. The project, which serves the Taconia, Washington Entorpnse Comm umty,
" intends to reach non-custodial parents, partlcularly young and at-rlsk fathers Tlus demonstranou 18 thc
first child support waiver gramed for an enterprise commumly : o

J " Executive action. While worluug toward comprchensrve 1mprovement ol chrld supporl enforccmem
f President Clinton used his executive authority. to,increase child support. collections. Since taking office,
. President Clinton has directed the Treasury Department to'activate a centralized, streamlined Federal
|+ system to offset child support debts apainst most Federal payments; ordered Federal- agencies-to 1ake
{ _ hecessary steps to deny loans, loan guarantees, or- ‘oan ihsurance o any individual who is delinguent on
, child support debt; implemented a pew program that will help track non-paying parents across state
‘ lines; proposed new regulations requiring women who.apply for welfare to comply with paternity
establishment requirements before receiving benefits; and issued an executive order ta make the federal
government a model employer in the area of child support enforcement. In addition, the'Clinton
-Administration granted welfare reform waivers to a record 43 states. More than two-thirds of these states
- purqued mnovatm, child support: rc‘forms undu wmw_rs approved by the Clmton Aduministration. -

Increasmg resources, President Clinton has proposed annual expansions in chlld support enfi orcement
increasing resources by 53 percent since taking office. HHS has also launched-an initiative and given
demonstration grants to stafes fo promote improved erformance, service quality and public satisfaction
in the child support program, The President's FY 1989 budgetproposal allocates $3.2 bllhou 1o state
child support eniorccmeut programs ald pcrcent mcrr.ase over FY 1998 ‘

Prosecutmg non- pﬂycrs Brlhons of dollars more in support 18 owed to chrldren whose parems have
crossed state lines and failed 1o pay. The Justice Department is investigating and prosecuting cases
‘where parents cross state lines to avoid payment under the Child Support Recavery Act. At President

-~ Clinton's direction, the Justice Department submitted legislation to Congress in September 1996 that
would make it a felony oftense to cross state lines to evade a child su port obligation if the obligation

_ has remained unpaid for longer than one year or is gteater than $5,000; or to willfully fail to pay a child

- support obligation for a child living in another state if the obhgauon has u,mamed unpald 1or a period
]ongcr than two yoars oris greater than $10 000 : , s

Scumg tax retunds lhe Federal Eovernmom co]lected a n_cord ‘Sl 1 billion in delmquent child support’

. by intercepting income tax refunds of noi-paying parents fortax year )996. The amount was 10 percent
higher than the prcvrous ycdr and up 66 perccnt since. ]992 Nearly 1. 3 mrlhon feumhes benefited from
these collections: o o , N ~

Improvmg patcrmty cstablishment. Thc Chnlon Admuustratlon has ‘made patermty estabhslunem a-
~ top priority. In FY 1997, 1.1 million'paternities were established - a 115 percent’inerease from.1992. In
1993, the Clinton Administration proposed, and Congress.adopted; a requirement that states establish =~
hos ual based paternity programis as a proactive way t6 establish.-paternities ear ly in a child's life.
~ Preliminary data trom thirty-two states’ mdrcates 1hat more than 2435 000 patermues were estabhshcd
o through the program in 1996 :

U.S. Posta) Servu:e posts "wantud lists:" The u. S Po:lal Somce is working with states to display .
"Wanted Lists" of parcnts who owe child support in post offices. Each state that has such a list will be
able to providc it to the Postal Service, and the list will be-displayed-in. post offices within that state. The -
* President has also challenged every state to.cieate a "Wanted List" to expand efforts to track down
parents who owe support and send the strongest possrblc mesqage that evaswn of child suppon :

......

responmbﬂrhes Is 2 seTious offense.

. Action through the Internel. HHS's Ofﬁcc of Chlld Supporl Enforcement now has a home pagc onthe
Internet that provides information on the child'su poti: enforcement program, tells parents where they
‘can apply for child suppon dSSlSI'lllu. aud prov1 es- hnl(s to states that lmw. therr own home p'\ges
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At President Clinton's urging, the new welfare reform law includes the child support enforcement

measures the President proposed in 1994 -~ the most sweeping crackdown on non-paying parents in

history. Under the new law, each state must operate a child support enforcement program meeting

federal requirements in order 10 be eligible for Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) block
- grants. Provisions include:- ~ = - Lo e

National new hire reporting system: The law establishes a Federal Case Registry and National =~
- Direciory of New Hires to track delinquent parents across state lines, 1t also requires that employers.
-report all new hires ta state agencies for transmittal of new hire information to the National Directory of
New Hires, This builds on President Clinton's June 1996 executive action to track delinquent parents ..~
. across state lines. The law also expands and streamlines procedures for direct withholding of child
- support from wages. The directory began operation on schedule in-October 1997.-To date, the directory
“has found over 90,000 delinquent parenis who owe child support. - - R S '
. Streamlined paternity establishment. The new law stréamlines the legal process for paternity.
- establishment, making it easier and faster to establish; paternities. It also expands the voluntary'
. in-hospilal paternity establishment program, started by the Clinton Adminjstration in 1993; and requires
- <. astate affidavit for voluntary paternity acknowledgment. Thiese affidavits must meet minimum- '
. 5 requirements set by the Sccretary of HHS. In addition, the law mandates that states publicize the -
~+. -availability and encourage the use of voluutary paternity establislunent processes. Individuals who fail to
cooperate with paternity establishment wil) have their monthly cash assistance reduced by at least 25 -
percent. - = T L ' T

Uniform interstate child support laws, The new law provides for uniform rules, procedures, and forms
for interstate cases. .~ . . - . . R cLe T

L ,Cbmpuf‘eﬁzcd state-wide collections, The new law requires states to establish cenﬁalrcgistr'ics}of cliild
. ~support orders and centralized collection and’disbursement units. It also requires expedited state
. procedures for child support enforcement:. IR L o

Tough new penaltics. Under the new law; ‘statés can iniplement tough child support enforcement - ‘
techniques. The new law will expand wage garnishiment, allow states to seize assets, allow states to -

Tequire community service in some cases, and enable states to revoke driver's and professional licenses

for parents who owe delinguent¢hild support. *

"Families First.” :}Jnd.e_f a hcw"-"'l?é'mil}_fr First" policy,“fzimil'iés:no Jonger recéiving assistance will have
priority in the distribution of child support arrears. This new. policy will bring families who have left
~welfare for work about $ billion in support over the firstsix years. ©© - © -

- Access and visitation programs, In an effort to increasé: noncustodial ;parents’ involvement in their x
~children’s lives, the new law includes.grants to help States cstablish programs that support and facilitate .
noncustodial parents' visitation with and access to their children. On October 3, 1997, HHS announced
. the award of 3[) 10 million in-grants to-all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. territories to °
.~ promote access and visitation programs, The'minimum allotment per state for FY 1997 is $50,000. .

_ New state incentives. Current law provides for HHS to make incentive payments to states for their child
.. support enforcement systems, but these payments are based on-only. one factor: cost-efféctiveness. Under -
- the new welfare feform law, HHS was authorized to prepare an alternative incentive plan. On March 13,

1997, Secretary Shalala submitted a proposal 1o Congress which ‘was designed to further improve the
~ performance of state child support enforcement programs by linking fedéral incentive payments.to states
~to their performance in five'key areas; establishinent of paternities, establishment of child support
. orders, collections on current child squdrt owed, callection on previously or past due child support
owed, and cost-effectiveness. Ta reinforce the goal of achicving self-sufficiency, states will be rewarded

—~
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. for collection in all Chlld support cases, but thh a strougcr e hasxs on welfare and former weliare
" cases. On September 16, 1997, Secrctary Shalala joined Rep.’ é)luy Shaw, chairman of the House Ways
- and Means Subcommmce on Human Resources, and Rep. Sandy Levin, the ranking minority member of
- the subcommittee, in announcing legislation that is drawn from the HHS proposal. The House of '

Representatives passed the blll on S¢p1cmber 30 1997 and thc Scnatr: will consxdcr thc Iegzs]auon in-
19 8 T , :
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already gives creditcrs =Ifz7zive "C0ls to root cut such abuses. Modest changes
to the bankruptcy laws. lixe zuthorizing routine audits of debtors' petitions,

« would give creditors ecven c=2 nrotection Pt mmes sbies sbenld mne mheqge
when it comes to pay:inz I ~omen and

.1

(T

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: April 27, 1293



o Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library |
DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
AND TYPE

001. press release ~ Phone Number (handwritten at top). [partial] (1 page)

05/11/1996  P6/b(6)

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
Speechwriting
Jeff Shesol
OA/Box Number: 19942

FOLDER TITLE:
Child Care Radio Address Mother's Day 5/9/98 [2]

2006-0467-F
vz203

RESTRICTION CODES

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

P1 National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA]

P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]

P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA]

P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA]

P5 Rclcase would disclose confidential advice between the President
and his advisors, or betwcen such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA]

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA]

C. Closcd in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's decd
of gift.
PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).
RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

Freedom of Information Act - 5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

b(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

b(4) Releasc would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA}

b(6) Release would constitute a clcarly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] ]

b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

b(8) Releasc would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions |(b)(8) of the FOIA}

b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells {(b)(9) of the FOIA]






allowed a 48-hour stay, she would have been in the hospital when her daughter's symptoms
appeared. As she so tragically put it, another 24 hours and her baby's symptoms would have
surfaced "so that we could have planned a christening, not a funeral."

Susan Jones and her baby son were discharged after about 24 hours. It turns out that he
had a heart defect which was not noticed by the hospital or the home health nurse who came to
visit on the third day. The baby died. Susan and an independent group of pediatric cardiologists

“believe the problem would have been noticed in the hospital by the second or third day.

As a nation that values the health of women and children, we must not turn our backs on
this problem. There is an emerging national consensus that we must put a stop to these so-called
"drive-through" deliveries. The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and the
American Academy of Pediatrics have issued guidelines recommending a minimum stay of 48
hours following most normal deliveries, and 96 hours following most cesarean sections. Sixteen
states have enacted laws to ‘guarantee that level of coverage and 25 more are considering such a
move. ' :

A growing number of hospitals have taken it upon themselves to provide the second day
of coverage free. And one group of insurers, Blue Cross and Blue Shield Plans of Pennsylvania,
has responded to public concerns by voluntarily offering 48-hour minimum coverage. I believe
every insurance company should step up to this problem and do what these insurers in
Pennsylvania have done.

‘ But in the absence of coverage for all women in all states, we have a responsibility to take
action in Washington. Already a Senate bill and separate House bills have been introduced --
most with bipartisan support -- to guarantee 48-hour post- partum hospital stays for mothers and
their children.

T urge members of Congress to move legislation forward as soon as possible that makes
this protection for mothers and their children the law of the land. No insurance company should
be free to make the final judgment about what is medically best for newborns and their mothers.
That decision should be left up to doctors, nurses and mothers themselves. Saving the life and
health of mothers and newborns is more important than saving a few dollars.

. America's mothers hold a special place in our hearts. They provide the lessons and care
that enable all of our children to embrace the opportunities of this great land. They deliver the
precious gift of life. Let's give them a Mother's Day gift they richly deserve. Let's guarantee
them 48-hour hospital stays to protect their health and the health of their newborn babies.
Mothers sacrifice so much for us. It's the least we can do for them.

Happy Mother's Day and thanks for listening.

END







* Administration of William ]. Clinton, 1994 / May 8

1t helps families when a loved one needs long-

" term care. And it gives coverage to everyone,
regardless of whether she is healthy or ill, mar-
ried or single, working inside or outside the
home.

For every American blessed with a mother,
or the wonderful memory of one, 1 ask you
to think about the 16 million women in our
Nation who don’t get the health care services
. they need. And think about their children. Think
how a single illness can destroy a family.

‘I think of a courageous woman 1 met this
week named Kate Miles, who is caring for a
son with multiple disabilities. Her family has
no assistance for long-term care. So to keep
her son, Robert, out of a nursing home, and
because of the awful way our system operates,
Kate Miles had to give up her job, and her
husband, Tom, must work two jobs. As she so
eloquently put it: “In an institution, who will
be there in the middle of the night when he’s

frightened, to tell him it’s all right and that
his mother loves him?” No mother should have
to know such pain.

So today 1 ask every mother’s child to send
another card this Mother’s Day. Address it to
your Senator or Representative in Congress. Tell
them this health care reform plan is important,
because it may. help the most important person
in your life. And tell them along with mother
love, most of our mothers taught us that the.
most_ important thing in life was to be a good
person and do the right thing.

Well, this Mother's Day, the right thing is
to make sure that by next Mother's Day we
never have to worry about the health of our
mothers being cared for.

Thanks for listening.

- NoTE: The address was recorded at 5:06 p.m. on

May 6 in the Roosevelt Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 7.

Remarks Announcing the A gpointment of William H. Gray III.as' .

Special Adviser on Haiti an
May 8, 1994

The President. Good afternoon, ladies and
gentlemen. 1 want to speak for a few moments
about the crisis in Haiti, the challenge it poses
to our national interests, and the new steps 1
am taking to respond. ’

Three and a half ye‘lrs ago, in free and fair
elections, the people of Haiti chose Jean-
Bertrand Aristide as their President. Just 9
months later, their- hopes were dashed when
Haiti’s military leaders overthrew democracy by
. force. Since then, the military has murdered
innocent civilians, crushed political freedom, and
plundered Haiti’s economy.

From the start of this administration, my goal
has been to restore democracy and President
Aristide. Last year, we helped the parties to
nef,otmte the Governors Island accord, a fair
and balanced agreement which laid out a roud
map for a peaceful resohition to the crisis. But
late last year, the Haitian military abrogated the
agreement, and since then they have rejected
every effort to achieve a political settlement.

At the same time, the repression and ‘blood-
shed in Haiti have reached alarming new pro-

an Exchange With Reporters

portions. Supporters of President Aristide, and
many other Haitians, are being killed and muti-
lated. This is why 6 weeks ago 1 ordered a
review of our policy toward Haiti. As a result
of this review, -we are taking several steps to
increase pressure on Haiti’s military while ad-
dressing the suffering caused by their brutal
-misrule. We are stepping up our diplomatic ef-
forts, we are intensifying sanctions, and we are
adapting our migration policy.

Let me describe these steps. .First, to bring
new vigor to our diplomacy, 1 am pleased to
announce that Bill Gray, president of the United
Negro College Fund, former House: majority
whip, and chair of the House Budget Commit-
tee, has accepted my invitation to serve as spe-
cial adviser to me and to the Secretary of State
on Haiti. Bill is here with his wife, on his way
to the inauguration of President. Mandela in
South Africa, and 1 will ask him to speak in
just a_few moments. But let me just say that
he is a man of vision and determination, of
real strength and real creativity. And 1 appre-
ciate his wnlhngn(,ss to accept this (IIHI(,llh and.

859
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Remzirks dnﬂ Women’s Health Care
May 6, 1994

- Thank you, -Mrs. Bailey, for the wonderful
introduction and for the wonderful life you have
lived. ’

I want to thank all the mothers who are here
for doing such a good job with their sons and
daughters, helping them to achieve a full meas-
ure of ambition. I want to thank the Vice Presi-
dent and Mrs. Gore for bheing wonderful exam-

‘ples of good parents” And I want to thank- my

wonderful wife for being the best mother I have
ever known, as well as for taking on this often
thankless but terribly important job.

You know, since Tipper was kind enough to
mention my mother—I was sitting here thinking,
1 know some of these mothers here. Rosa
DeLauro’s mother campaigned with me in New
Haven, and Rosa said, “You need to get my
mother to go with you. She’s worth a lot more
votes than 1 am.” [Laughter] So 1 watched ‘all
the people along the way being too intimidated
to say no, they wouldn’t vote for me. [Laughter)
Sure enough, we carried it. '

On Mother's Day we tend to think of the
wonderful and warm and kind and loving and
sacrificial things our mothers do. You heard Hil-
lary say that, liké most families, mothers make
the health care decisions and prod everybody
else to do-it. But you know, very often mothers
are also the most practical members of the fam-
ily and the most hard-headed and the most in-
sistent that we face up to our responsibilities.
Very often the values, ‘the internal character
structure of children is profoundly "influenced
by the sort of daily insistence of mothers that

“you just face up to your daily tasks and do

your job and life will take care of- itself. And
that may seem terribly- elemental, but one of
the reasons that I ran for President is I thought
all that had been abandoned here, and there
was a lot more talk than action.

Now, last month, we just learned today that
our economy produced 267,000 new jobs, in
no small measure because the people in this
National Government have begun to take re-
sponsibility for bringing the deficit down and
trying to do things that will grow the economy.

Yesterday, in a heroic move, the United States-
House of Representatives voted to ban 19 as-
sault weapons. It was a very difficult thing. for

854

some of the Members, who were literally threat-
ened with losing their seats and their political
careers. -But in the end, they got beyond the
rhetoric to a very commonsense, old-fashioned
American judgment that it was the right thing
to do, the disciplined thing to do, the sort of
thing your mother would he proud of you if

-you did. [Laughter]

I say that because [ want to focus on what
your mother would tell you to do .in health
care, not just for emotional reasons but because
every day, those of us who are charged with
the responsibility of working here are supposed
to get up and do what my mother told me
to do, which is to do your job. And my mother

.used to tell me all the time, “Bill, you give

a good speech, but you still have to do some-
thing—{laughter]—in the end you still have to
do something.” S

There's so much talk and genuine concern
in this country about the American family. We're
here paying tribute .to it. Sunday we’ll pay enor-

mous tribute to it. And I think all of us would -

admit, whether we're Democrats or Republicans

or independents and whatever our political phi- -’

losophies are, that if the families of this country
weren’t in so much trouble, we'd have about
half as many problems as we've got. I think
we all know that. But what I want to ask you
is what my mother would ask me, “Well, so
what are you going to do about it?” And how
can we be so concerned with the stability of
the family as an institution, and still walk away
from those stories that Hillary talked to you
about? 1 mean, we've heard so many of these
stories, we can’t keep up -with them all now.
We literally cannot keep up with them all.
Millions of women in this country have no
health insurance. Many more have insurance
policies full of the kind of loopholes that you
heard Hillary describe. There are policies that
deny mammograms or that don’t pay for well-
baby visits or prescription drugs, that routinely
exclude pregnancy as a preexisting condition.
How can a pro-fumily country say pregnancy
is a preexisting condition? Some insurance com-

panies have gone so far as to call domestic vio- -

lence a preexisting condition. Well, so is breath-
ing.
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A couple of weeks ago in the New York
Times, there was a remarkable column by a
novelist named Anne Hood who wrote how the
system fails families today. She said she was

a self-employed writer and her husband had a -

hard time finding health .insurance. And when
they finally found insurance that they were actu-
ally able to purchase, the quarterly payment was
$1, 800 That's $7,200 a year for a family policy.

- And still, after they paid all that money, their
wOrries weren't over. She and her husband
moved from New York to Rhode Island, and
she had a baby After the baby was born, she
learned the insurance company had. dropped
their coverage when they moved 6 months - into
her pregnancy. And to renew her insurance
would have cost $2,000 more a quarter, an extra
$8,000 a year for maternity coverage. That was
more than it would cost t6 have the baby.

Now, it'’s seems to me -that common. sense

tells you that if we can make it possible for:

self-employed people, like this fine woman and
her husband, and small business people to afford
to take care of themselves anri,

and to stop passing on their costs to the rest
of us, and we can organize it so they can buy
insurance on the same terms that those of us
who work for government or big business can,

that we ought to do that. And it seems to me.

that their mothers would tell them they ought
to pay a little for it and assume their responsibil-
1ty too.

We have got to try to. reform thls system
to try to help people stay. healthy and take care
of them when theyre sick. In any given year,
about a third of all American women fail to
get basic preventive services, like clinical breast

exams, Pap smears, complete physicals. More -

than half of all American women over the age

of 50 fail to receive a mammogram, often be- -

cause of problems with their insurance.

In medical research, women have been on
the sidelines too long, too little research into
the causes and cure of breast cancer and
osteoporosis. Heart disease is a number one kill-
‘er of women, but until recently, all of the search
for a cure was centered only on men. The sim-

ple fact is that we've paid too little attention”

to the unique problems of women.

I met with a lot of mothers this week whose
children either have or have already died of
AIDS, and there are an enormous number of
women who now have the HIV virus and who
have passed it along to their children, or some

Administration of William ]. Clinton, 1994 / May

their families.

have it and some don’t. And we don’t kno
whether or not there are different potential re
olutions of this for women than for men.

We're trying to change all that in this admini
tration. For one thing, I've put only wome
in chcu'{,e of the health care struggle. Donr
Shalala is Secretary of Health and Human Ser
ices. America became the first nation” in tl
world to establish a senior Government positic
to oversee women’s health issués. 1 put a woms
and a mother 'in charge of health care reforr
and you can see she’s done a pretty good jo
and we're all still pretty healthy.

We created an office of research on women
health at the National Institutes of Health, ar
increased funding for breast cancer research, f
a national action plan on breast cancer, for r
search into other problems that affect wome
We removed barriers that stood in the way .

" finding cures to Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s d

ease. We passed the family and medical lea
law, a pro-family bill if I ever saw it. You oug
to read the letters that we get on that.

But if we really want to do right by the Ame
ican family, and if we really want to honor o
mothers, if weé want the emotional satisfactic
of seeing a lot of that pain taken away ar
the personal satisfaction of thinking .we ha
done what our mothers would have told us
do, which is to face up to our responsibiliti
and do the right thing, then we've got to fi
a way to provide health care to all Americar
to guarantee (.omprehemlve benefits, 1n<.ludn
preventive care, including those screenings ar
tests and check-ups to keep people well,
just spend a fortune on them when they real
get in trouble.

We'vé got to - preserve the n;)ht to choo
doctors that women normally make the choi
of. And our older women need to be able
rely on Medicare.

We can do these -things. We can fix wha
wrong with our systern and not mess up wha
right. But in order to do it, it'’s going to ta
the same discipline that was required to de
with the problems of the economy, the san
courage that was required to take that vote ye
terday on assault weapons, and some memo

* that that is, after all, what we’ were raised

our mothers to do. And on Mother’s Day,
hope that we will all resolve that by Mothe
Day next year, the women who cared for
will have a health care system that cares f
them.
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Thank you very much.

he referred to Barbara Bailey, mother of Rep-
resentative Barbara B. Kennelly, and Luisa
NoTE: The President spoke at 11:52 a.m. on the ~DeLauro, mother of Representative Rosa L.
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, DeLauro. o

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister

Mabhathir bin Mohamad of Malaysia
May 6, 1994 3 )

Jones Lawsuit )

. Mr. President, do you have any comment
on the lawsuit filed against you today?

The President. Well, 1 thought Mr. Bennett
did a fine job. 1 don't have anything to add
to what he said. -

Q. Are you going to argue that all the charges
“are false? . '

The President. 1 don't have anything to add
to what Mr. Bennett said. I'm going back to
work. o

Do you categorically deny the charges?

Tl.ze President. Bob Bennett spoke for .me, -

-and I'm going back to work. I'm not going to
dignify this by commenting on it. -

Haiti

of changing your Haiti policy regarding the re-
turn of the refugees given the escalation of vio-
lence? ‘ .

under review, as you know, for the last 3:or
4 weeks. And we had a meeting about it today.
We’re going to meet “again tomorrow. And 1
think we may have some announcements to
make after that. ) _

Q. About changing the policy on the refugees,
sir? L .

Q. Have you tasked the Defense Department
to do some military options just in case these
sanctions cut today don’t work?

The President. 1 don’t want to discuss that.
As I have said, I do not favor that option. 1
just don’t think we can rule it out. 1 think it

* ‘would be irresponsible to rule it out.

Q. You do not favor that option?

The President. Well, I've never favored—you
know what I favor. What I've been trying to
do is to get Governors Island followed. I'm try-
ing—1I think the people down there ought to

856

Q. Can you tell us whether you're thinking

keep their word. But we certainly can’t aftord
to rule it out. :

Q. Do you think you might have announce-
inents regarding the refugee policy, was that
what you were referring to?

The President. 1 don’t have—I'll make an an-
nouncement when I have something to say
about ‘Haiti policy. But I dont have anything
else to say.

Q. Are you referring to the refugee policy?

The President. 1 have nothing else to say
about it.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered. )

Malaysia
" Q. Mr. President, you missed Dr. Mahathir
in Seattle. Now that you have met him person-
ally, how do you feel about it?

The President. Well, we haven’t had a chance
to visit yet, but I have been .looking forward

“The President. We've had our Haiti policy ~ to this for a long time. I admire his leadership

very much, and 1 admire the incredible accom-

plishments. of his nation under his leadership °

over the last several years. And I look forward
to establishing a good relationship with him ‘and
continuing our partnership.

I’m also very grateful for the security partner-
ship we have had and for the contributions that
have been made by Malaysia to the operation
in Bosnia, to the operation in Somalia, and to

being a responsible leader in world affairs.

So we've got a lot to talk about and I'm
looking forward to it.

‘NOTE: The exchange began at 2:55 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to attorney Robert Ben-
nett. Former Arkansas State employee Paula
Jones’ lawsuit sought civil damages for alleged sex-
ual harassment in 1991. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this exchange.

A




The following letter was prepared following meetings involving NEC Principals and
Deputies. Discussions continue on who will sign the letter. Please provide comments
to me ASAP, but no later than 10:00 AM, tomorrow, Fraidy, 5/1.

You will receive a hard copy of this request also.

DRAFT

Senator Orrin Hatch
Chairman

Senate Judiciary Committee
U.S. Senate

Washington, DC

Dear Mr. Chairman,

I am writing to express the Administration’s general views on consumer bankruptcy reform
proposals currently under consideration in the Congress.

Over the past two decades, consumer bankruptcy filings have risen sharply. While there are
many contending theories on the cause of that increase, it is clear that there is no single
explanation. Nonetheless, the growing number of filings, examples of abuse of Chapter 7 and
state exemptions, and evidence of imprudent extensions of credit sugges

The lack of definitive evidence aoout we reasons
TOr e rise mn pankrupicies means uat 1 15 difficult to predict the effect of reform efforts. The
Administration, therefore, has developed the following set of principles to guide its review of
changes to the consumer bankruptcy laws.

1. Access to Chapter 7 should not be governed by an arbitrary means test; the court
must have discretion to fairly account for the great variations in circumstances
that bring debtors into bankruptcy (including medical expenses, unemployment,
divorce, responsibility for the care of others, etc.) . To promote more uniform
application of bankruptcy standards, this determination should take place within
indicative or presumptive guidelines established by Congress that take into account
factors such as the debtor’s income and ability to repay a portion of the debt.

2. National bankruptcy policy can respect state variation in exemption levels without
allowing state exemptions to be used to shield luxury assets from creditors.

3. It is appropriate to expect debtors who can afford to repay a portion of their debts
(taking into account all relevant circumstances) to act responsibly; but the
bankruptcy ~~d credit reporting system should reward those who complete a
Chapter 13 pian.



4. Bankruptcy reform should not create opportunities for creditors to coerce debtors
to forgo bona fide rights in bankruptcy.

S. Bankruptcy rules should discourage bad faith repeat filings and other attempts to
abuse the privilege accorded by access to bankruptcy.

We must ensure that reforms have no unintended adverse impact on debtors’
ability to meet these, and other, priority payments.

7. Bankruptcy data collection and accuracy must be improved.

Analysis and understanding of the forces affecting bankruptcy filings are
impeded by the lack of high-quality, nationally uniform data. Better data
collection and verification procedures should be incorporated in any reform
proposals. Such data can be used to assess and monitor the impact of reform
legislation.

8. Scrutiny must also be given to credit industry practices that have led some
borrowers to overextend themselves.

While some of these issues may fall outside of the Judiciary Committee’s
jurisdiction, Congress and the Administration should consider proposals to
ensure that consumers are well informed about the dangers of excessive debt
accumulation and understand the implications of their credit agreements.

The Clinton Administration is open to responsible consumer bankruptcy reform that meets
these principles. We have reluctantly concluded that we cannot support H.R. 3150 in its
present form. We would look forward to working with Congress toward legislation more
similar to the approach of S. 1301 -- with modifications necessary to meet the principles
articulated above.

Sincerely,
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Early this year, President Clinton proposed an historic investment in child care for America’s -

- working families. The unprecedented $21.7 billion program will expand subsidies for low income
working families, increase tax credits for middle income families and provide resources to states and
communities to enhance and ensure that parents have quality choices in child care providers. The
President’s plan gives parents flexible options to choose a child caretaker in their home, in 2
neighborhood home or a center. There are 10 million children eligible for federal subsidies, yet only 1
million children receive support. With 70 percent of America’s mothers in the work force, working
parents are desperately in need of help to continue to support their kids and have safe healthy places for
their children for part of the day.

“Four Steps to Selecting a Child Care Provider” and “Reaching Parents with Child Care
Consumer Education™ can be found on the world wide web at http://www.acf.dhhs.gov. For the toll-free
number for a nearby child care resource and referral program, call Child Care Aware at (800) 424-2246.
For more information on health and safety in child care programs, call the National Resource Center for
Health and Safety in Child Care at (800) 598-KIDS.

i
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Four Stéps to Selecting
a Child Care Provider

’

Interview

Check References

Make the Decision

Stay Involved

1. Interview Caregivers

Call First

Ask....

|s there an opening for my child?

What hours and days are you open and
where are you located?

How much does care cost? Is financial
assistance available?

How many children are in your care?
What age groups do you serve?

Do you provide transportation?
Do you provide meals (breakfast, lunch,
dinner, snacks)?

- Do you have a license, accreditation, or

other certification?
When can | come to visit?

Visit Next (Visit more than once, stay as long as you can!)

Look for....

v

v

Responsive, nurturing, warm interactions

between caregiver and children.
Children who are happily involved in
daily activities and comfortable with their
caregiver. ‘

A clean, safe, and healthy indoor and
outdoor environment, especially
napping, eating and toileting areas.

Ask....

AR NN

<

Can | visit at any time?

How do you handle discipline?

What do you do if a child is sick?
VWhat would you do in case of an
emergency?

Are all children and staff required to be
immunized?

" Do you have a substitute or back-up

caregiver?

A variety of toys and learning materials,
such as books, puzzles, blocks, and
climbing equipment, that your child will
find interesting and which will contribute
to their growth and development.
Children getting individual attention.

Where do children nap? Do you know
that.babies should go to sleep on their

‘backs?

What training have you (and other
staff/substitutes) had?

May | see a copy of your license or other
certification?

May | have a list of parents (current and
former) who have used your care?

Administration for Children and Famifies

{ _ﬁ DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
L) . ‘ ‘
Child Care Bureau
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2. Check References

Ask other parents....

v

v

. Was the caregiver reliable on a daily

basis? 1 .
How did the caregiver dlsmpllne your
child?

Di

d your child enjoy the child care

experience?

How did the caregiver respond to you as

a parent?

Was the caregiver respectful of your
values and culture?

‘Would you recommend the caregiver

without reservation?
If your child is no longer with the
caregiver, why did you leave?

Ask the local child care resource and referral program or licensing office....

v What regulations should child care praviders meet in my area? '
v Is there a record of complaints about the Chlld care provider | am considering and how do | find
out about it?

From what you heard and saw, ask yourself....

v

v

v

A

Which child care should { choose so that '

3‘; Make the Decision for Q‘uality Care

my child will be happy and grow?
Which caregiver can meet the special
needs of my child? -

Are the caregiver's values compatible

wi

th my family’s values?

Is the child care available and affordable
according to my famlly s needs and
resources”?

Do | feei good about my decision?

4, Stay Involved

Ask yourself....

v

How can | arrahge my schedule so that |

can...

talk to my caregiver every day?

talk to my child every day about how
the day went?

visit and observe my child in care at
different times of the day?

be involved in my child’s activities?

How can | work with my caregiver to
resolve issues and concerns that may
arise?

How do | keep mformed about my chnd'
growth and development while in care?

"~ How can | promote good working

conditions for my child care provider?
How can | network with other parents? .

These steps are only the beginning. Gather as much information as possible to help you find the
best care for your child. To find the Child Care Resource and Referral Program nearest you, call
Child Care Aware: (800) 424-2246. For more complete guidelines on health and safety in child
care, call the National Resource Center for Health and Safety in Child Care: (800) 598-KIDS (5437).
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Reaching
PARENTS

‘WITH CHILD CARE
 CONSUMER EDUCATION
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What is ChilJCare
Consumer E(].u'cation? |

Especially (n this day and age when most parents
work, mwothing is more imporian than fiading
child care that Is affordable, accessible and safe.

- Presiderd Bl Clindon, Octobes 23, 1997

‘Families niced quality, affordable child care so that they caa

succeed as paremis and as workers. Child care comumed

education provides parents with child care iaformation to assess
. their nceds, locale services, cvaluate quality, and choose the best

poasible care {or theis children. The ability to sclect high qualily
Wrangements from am arcay of chosces is esscalial. Since parents
of all incomes are wsing child care in increasing prumbers, oae-on-
oxe consumer cducation and multi-media public awarencsa

campaigas are cuitical to improving access to qualily, affordable .

care. The developmenk of effeclive cansumer education inilistives
(avolves input and feedback from the consumer — ¢he parent,

We...know kow intportani it is (o ensure choice
Jor parents in their selection of child care. One
size fits all child care does not fu America's
families. We don't work the same hours, we
don't have the same economic or other kinds of
pressurer that we're dealing with, so we have (o -
pravide more options and we kave lo empower
parents with good Informarion 10 etable them to
became good costsumters.

- Pirst Lady Hillary Rodham Cliaton, October 23, 1997

Parents actoss the country report difficultics accessing child care.
In 1996, the National Associztioo of Child Care Resource and
Refesral Agencies found that 62 pescent of working parers report
major probiems finding quality child case to meet (heit needs.

The availability of child care variey from community to
commnily and by the (ype of care needed. In one study, 88
perced of the avallable spaces in ceaters im low-income
commusitics weee filled (Rass, (996). Child cave may also be
especiay difficuk (o find in ceal communities, where there are
fewer cerers or (amily child care providers and where available
carcgivers may nol be noar a family’s bome or workplace.
Compoundiag these scarcitics ace difficultics encouotlered by
parents looking for care fov infands and toddlets, school-age
chiddrem, dusisg nontraditioaat howrs and for children with special
nceds, The General Accounting Office found ia 1997 (hat “the
targest gaps between knows supply and demand in the poor steas
of the schkecied sies exist {or Infamts, school- aged children or
both.”

Goud consumer education is critical to making

the imarkes function properly. If parenus are nol

able to make infornied choices, their access (0 the

2
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market s limsted. Further, ([ pareits demand
safe and quality care, providers are nore likely

to supply i1, (Office of (ke huspecior Gepesal, US
Deparimend of Health and Hunan Services)

Research with parent locus groups has found that this consumer.

dechion fa challcoging fos maoy familica because:

4 parents may feel isolaled when looking for child care
and report tha they usually do not kmow wha they are
toolting for m the outset of their search;

¢ most parents are a0t aware of (he availabdity of child
care rescuvce and selerrad services; and _
4 many parests caanot afford quality cace, eves if it is
svailable. ‘ '

To face these cballonges snd make informed choices sbout child

care, parents need support as they begin the process of choosing
and evaluming care lor Uwels children. This support inchudes
informatlion, personal attention, and access o l‘mancial Asvistarice.

INFORAMHON. Parents need invormation o make the bert |

decision for thele children's care, including:

¢ What child care asvangements are available, and how
to idemify the elements that ensure the health and safety
of the children.

& Strategies (o develop a partnership wulh the carcgiver.
¢ Opportunitiea to observe, evaluate, and stay aclively
involved.

PBRSONAL AYTENTION. As pateats scck child care, e
opportonily (o have ono-on-one discussions with a referal
counselor Is. lmpomnl to ensure that tee information provﬂed ls
{ailored to the unique nceds of each Namily.

3

b Child Care Aware & a natlonal jnidative to provide ¥
d Mformadon zbout child care to parents. The mission of s
Chitd Care Aware is to emsure that every parent has §
access to goad Information abost Rnding quality child B
care and resources In thelr comammity through natlonal B
consumier marketing and by ralsing:the vislbSity of locll -
Chltd care resource and refeta agencies. ':

Cuifd Care Aware has idendfied elght key principes for |§

deslgning effective child care consimer education efforts B
3¢ the state and foca! levels. Successful prohcc designs B
Include: .

¢ awtreach to targeted audlences;
4 respect for parents’ perspectives;
¢ feedback from conswmers;
¢ the importance of ous;

"¢ an undentanding of adult leaming;
& Mnkoges between consumer educaton and other |j
famiy lssues; v
¢ engaging communlily partners; and

¢ parterships that bulld upon the strengths of |
vetource and referral programs and public asendes
that serve low-income parents. :

Child Care¢™Aware Is an lnitldlve managed by the §
| Natlonal Assodation of Child Care Resource and
~Referral Agencies (NACCRRA) wii the CIN Care’
Actlon Campaign and the Natownal Auodadm for
Family CHldC:usadvkoryp:tm
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ACCRSS 70 SUPPORT. Infermation aboul child care subsidics at

" éhe elate and locat level, materials abowt the Barned Income Tax

Credit and the Child anod Dependeat Care Tax Credit czn help
parenl_uﬁ‘orddtcmo(thelrdnicc, : ,

Child Carc Resowrce and Referral Agencies (CCR&Rs) can
support families by conmecting theva to the information they need,
while providing ono-on-one counseling opportunitics (o help thesa

choose quality care (or their childien. According o the National

Association of Child Care Resousce and Referral Agcnom

" (NACCRRA), oommumly based CCR&Rs:

4 mpport families o (he most kmpormant soles of
mvriuring theit chikdrea and balascing the demands of
family and work;
4 compile, analyze, and share informaetion whh parenis,
child care providers, and cocrununities;

"¢ suppont Individuals and progeams that care for
children; and
% build conseciloms in commenities and stateq fo create
appeapriste policics on family and children's issucs and
to generate addiional ecsources for child care.

Bright Dreams: A Chlld Care Consumer Education Program
Reaching Parents-to-Be and New Parenty’

Programs for Pacents, a (hi/d care vesource and refernal

agency i NEW JERSEY, (s lmplementing 2 Child Care Aware
consumer educalion program focused on parents-im-waitng and
new parents. The program conveys a mesge about quality chitd
Cave to parents altending Lamaze method and parenilng chuses,
and twough closed clrcui television i the maternity depantments
of fow large hospltak i Esyex County, New Jersey,

Programs for Parents, i collaboration with the Newark

Office for Children and the County of Essex, deslgned the
program to reach parents when they are thie most receptive to
this informallon, in.the Rte stage of thelr pregnarcy or just afier
the birth of thelr baby. The Bright Dreams progran presents 2
brief video shoviing scenes of quailly chitd care acehvidies.and
programs. The video Includes segments with parends describing
whty they chote \helr careghar, slorg with charu of what b
imporant 1o Jock for when secking quality Care. Accompanying
the video Is 3 nevsietier published In Engish and Spanish that
provides Information about qualicy and 3 checldm (o evaluating
Infant care ocplions.
: A dra% vergion of m video was presented 10 several
groups of pweau, lamify ddld care provides, saff members,
and e hospital commitree. The prodacers abo attended: the
meeting, (o be responsve (0 suggestiom. lput from providers
and parens wat also Incorporsted o ¢he newsletter and
checidise,

The Brigt Dreams program Incledes 2 media campalgn
that Inchuedes public service announcements, press releasey and
bus advenksements. Campaign materials are produced n both
Engith and Spandshs. Local television stations that broadcast o 2
primanty Lunio audlence have expresed terext i desigalng a
program aroind the video, Cable television sattons hm
expressed similar Interest. _
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‘Wllat States Are Dbing

The Chidd and Development Black Grant (CCDBG) is the major

 source of federal funding 10 (e States 10 help low-income parents

find and afloed child care. Under the CCDBG, Stses are
required to centify that they witl “promots informed child cate
cholces,“ Addltionally, the CCDBG leghlation includes x set
aside of no! kess than 4 percent of (o1l funds for activitios that are
“designed (0 provide  comprebicnsive consumer education (0

- parems and the public, activities that increase parenal choice, and

sctlvities designed to imprave the quality and avadabiliy of child
care (such as resource and referra! services).”

This requirement has led to annovalive new consumer edwcation
indtialives across the counmcy. Many staies have begun effonts to
iKegrate the chikd care sutwidy applicetion process with consunes
educalion programs, CCDBG funds have supposied the efforts of
communily agencies such as child care resource and referval
agencies (0 infosm pareals abowt available child care services,

Theae effottn have increased-the child care consumer educalion A

services aviilable (o low-income families, and have created new

_ opportunitica to tef) families about child care assistance available

through subsidy programs.

When a parent Is eqarolled In the chiid care subsidy program

in CALIFORNIA, he/she Is asked If a child care provider has
been selected, 1f they have not sefected a ciild care provider,
they are referred (o the local resource and referval program,
The resouwrce and refeiral 2gency provides counseling on how

to 1efect 2 child care provider that best meets the family's
needs, and 3 ¢ ef providers for the Amily w vk, Cakifornla

has legirated that child care resource and referval stalf be co-
located ln each county weilfare office In order ¢o provide [
consmer education and seferrals to parerts,  Multimlilion B
doflar Anding for this new inkiladive is part of the Gavernor’s
budget

However, some barricrs continue (o exist that Intecfere with the
development of siroig comsumer education networks. The Office
al the Inspector General, in a 1998 report, found that “most
[States] were not able to provide aufficient consumer education. *
Similac vbstaciea were found across the giafes, including

'# large cascloads and long waiting lists, impeding
comnwtity agencies’ ability to regularly provide secvices
“beyond eligibility determination and paymem;

¢ muluple functions of child care resoutce and referral
agencies, inchiding separate subsidy and educaton
componcots tha do not inkeract to serve pacents; and

¢ rcliance on prirt materials as the primary means of
communicatioa with families.

Accarding ¢o a saidy by Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., low-
Income fammifiey face seveie constrainm, including limited income,
Jobs with imflexible and nonstandard schedules, an insufficient

- supply of formal child care, and a lack of other adulls in the

household to assist with work and childrearing responsibilitics.
These constraints make the scarch for child care more difficult,
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Quality of Care From a Paremi’s Polnt of View
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 effort at many levels. Effores include:

policy correlates.
Policy Cound), a vigorous parent group, has

from Parents to Parents, abowt Looking for Qualley
Child Care.”

DHHS/ASPA

way (o pursue common goals, i affillatlon with the
Oregon Child Care Research Partnershlp.

and child care demographics to drive policy and
planning.

HUE ST UL,
L]

(Quafity of Care From a Parent's Polnt of View: A
Place & the Policy Table for Chlld Care Consumers,
Arthur Emien, 1996 unpublished paper,
Oregon Child Care Research Partnership, Pordand,
Ovegon)
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Traditlonaly, in designing child care and family pokcy, B
everyone speaks for the chBd and for the parents - §
except perhaps the parents thenuselves. OREGON ks K
setling a place at the table for the child care consumer by &
1rying ¢ help parents find thelr voikce and ardculate thelr B
vital Iterests In public policy through 3 coordinated |

® An on-golng research project measuring qualty of B
care from a parent's polnt of view and studying (s §

o The 20-member Achleving Quatity for Children |
developed a brochure: “In a Parent’s Volce: Tips |

e A retwork of gfoups, task forces, research projects, B
and agendles cooperating In a loosely coordinated [

The collection, analysls, and use of data on faxily .

Recognizing that i is twough a combination of individual
consumer education and public awascuess sctivilies that paronts
will scek and assess child caro, and eventually increass se
demand for bigh quality care, stales bave adopted different

stralegics to help educate pareots about theis child care choices -
~ and the availability of subsilics. In somc cases, they have
eslablished siatewide networks of resowice and referval agencies

to inzure Wl every parens (n the state has a reliable resource (o

tura to for informatioa about child care.,

INDIANA has aunched an inkiative to enhance and expand
sutewide and local retource and referal activides, The
primary services avallable 40 parents and community agendes
will inciude informatian on the supply and avallabliity of child
care throughout the stale, and consumer education md child
care referrals for familles. The goal & to create a system of
comumer education and publlc awareness to encourage
parents (o seek, evaluate and evenaaly demand quality chitd
care.

The Qhild Care and Developmeni Block Grant Repori of State
Plans shows: o

¢ More than one-quarter of the states use the media,
mallings, brochures, posiers, public  service
annowncerenls and other mechanisms (o aler( parents o
(he availability of subaidized chid cace. _

¢ Over half of the states provide matesials 60 community
agencies, local programs and child care praviders and
other state agencies to disitibute information to the
familics thoy serve. ’

4 Three-quarters of the states provide information on the
availability of child care at the point of inake for famdlies

10
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applying for TANR.'
¢ Almost two-thirds of the states use rescusce and

teferzal agencics lo provide informalion do familics onthe

availability of child care subsidies and on the sange of
chalces availsble o families.

Other states are using muhi-media campaigns to make consumer
education svailable 24 hows a day.  Ietemct and other
techaclogles have made this approach cost-effective and simple
w0 imploiiem.

NORTH CAROUNA, CALIFORNIA, NEW JERSEY and

(LLINOIS are among she states uskg (he World Wide Wed &
one means of delivering child care comsumer educadon (o
families. Each state has several child care pages, including
information on “What Parents Should Know about Child Care,”
searchiable divectories of regutated dild care providers, how ¢o
paticipate In the child care subildy program and a lisdng of local
child care resousce and referrdl agencder.  Winok includes
nformation aboud standards for centers and (amlly child care
homnes. Links 00 other arganizadons with tnformation on finding
and choosing child care are also ncluded.

Commamity resource amd ceferral agencies are ko wing
technology 10 meet Lthe diverse needs of famites In muldple
settings. In- WASHINGTON state, Child Care Resources, the
comauunkty resource and relerral agency servimg Seatte/King
County, b using the Web w0 provide consuimer education and

‘, refervals. This wit soon be avallible statewide,

" Many states have developed systems (o bring conusmer education

to (amilies applying for the child case subsidy. Co-tacation of
thege services 24 the time and place of applicalion has helped

masy states maximize the effectiveness of the consumer education
services they provide.

In UTAM, the resowrce and refeiral agency has prepared 3 dide
show and Video for paremts on fiow to choose cild care, whichil
are shown while famiiles apply for the child care subs!dy ol
Employment Cemes. Pamphlets and boaks ae also avaitable.
Families may atso atiend a workshop on “How 10 Ghoose
Child Cage.”

In other states, the sesource and refermal system ia the cendral
point of contsct for familles 10 access the child care subsidy
program and consusoer education. This imegsatod spproach is
designed W0 provide parents with easy -access Yo resources,
financiasl assisiance, and cownselors (o support theis chitd’s neods.
It és aiso weed 10 suppott sistewide public swareness canpaigns o

~educate families, providers and employers about the {raportance

of quality child care.

‘| Chiid Care Management Agendes In ALABAMA, focated in the

community resource and referval agencles, provide consumer
education and child care referral services 40 low-incomwe: familfes.
They aso proces eligibithy appcaions from famities and
process paymients w praviders,

The FLORIDA Chirdven's Forum ademiniilers a2 statewide
resoutrce and refesval petwork that oversees consumer education
- activitles dwoughou( the state. The Forum develops a uatewdde -
tsting of early chlidhaod tervices, consumer eéducation rmaterials
In 2 variety of languages and formnaty, taclading dve brochure
#See K Through Your Child's Eyes,” and owtresch programy t0

help famiftes bocate and afford qualky child care.

12
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Seversd statea have designed conswmer education initialives
targeted to the needs of cerfain (amilies, such as those with
school-age children or families of children with special needs.
Often, these are collaboralive efforts with partness from cther
tale agencies, comumunily agencics, schools, heafth care

" providers and other rervice agencies.

COLORADO Options for Inclusive Chitd Care, adniniitered by
the Colorado Office of Resource and Referra) Agencles, [s a
project designed 10 bacrease the awareness of child care resource
and referal agencies (RATRs) of the lssues that impact femdiles of
childrent and youth with special needs, and to anist RAXRs to
develop strategles that support fardiles n buliding partnenships
with child care and respite care woskers. The projeas will bulld
the capadty of community agencles to act a3 a2 wlayw In
proamating conunanity involvement I lnciusive child care and
increase communky utBization of RexRs for recruiting, waindng,
and supporiing providers of OMid care and resplte services.
Services for famies and providers lnclude problem soiving when
e options are Emlted or non-existend, tips on inderviewing and
contracting, and help in identlfying basslers to hwhuslon spedﬂc
to each care seting.

Chitd Care 2000, a braad coilaborative in WASHINGYON

_coordinated by the Washington State Child Care Resource and

Referval Netwark and invoivieg | 4 statew!de early chlidhood and

youth organkations, 4 sate “agencles, the Chid Core

Coordinsting Committee, is 2 connamey educilion and parem

engagemend campalgn (0 Inform parends about the lmportance

of quality aduit caregiving relatbonships bor childres and youth of .
all ages. One of the tessons leaned during the campalgn has

been that one message does not At all parens’ sitwations. Child

Care 2000 developed a message L0 the paremis of tchool-agers

that ks relevant 1o the complexitles involved In the process of
choosing ar appropriate place for thelr schoolage chid. A

posftlve message was chosen which grabs parents’ atiention:

Schiool Age Care: Growing Up With Sameplace To Go.

Reachimg Parents through child care comswner educaion is &

vital step in the process of ensuring (hat faméies have zocess (o
the best passible child care services for their children
Responsive -consumer oducation sirengthens the child care
delivery system and enables parents, providers and commusnilics
to work together to identify and addresa their child care needs.

There are many cxasaples in states and local communities of
effeclive comsumer education initiatives. As siates comiinue to
adduess the growlng aced for child cawe services, consumer

education wil be the mechanium for sharing aformation with

famnilies, mmummﬂmmmmmm
the services (hey need.

Four Steps for Parents Selecting a
' Child Care Provider

1, Interview Caregivers

2. Check References

3. Make tbe Decision for Quality Care

4. Stay Involved

14
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National Organizations

The following organizations have information and resosrces for
stafes, fawlm and camude.l. :

Child Cate Action Campugn
330 7th Avemue, 17th Floor

- New York, NY 10001

(212) 2390138

Children"s Defense Fund

2S B Street, NW

Washington, DC 20001

(202) 628-8787

World Wide Web: tup: llwww childrensdefense. mg

Familier and Work lnstitute
330 Scventh Aveaue, 14th Floor

- ‘New York, NY 10001

(202) 465-2044
World Wide Web: htip://www. famnlmmdwmkm ocg

1 Am Your Child
(888) 447-3400
hap: /Iwww iamyourchild.org

National Assoclation for the Mmof?oung Chikdren
1509 164h Sireet, NW

Washiagton, DC 20036

(800) 424-2460 or (202) 232-8777

Warld Wide Web: htp://www.naeyc.org/maeyc

45

Nalicnsl Awsociation of Child Care Resource and Referral
Ageocies.

1319 F Streei, NW, Suite 606

Washington, DC 20004-1106

(202) 392-55014

World Wide Web: Mip://www.childcaresr.org

Narional Black Chiki Development [nstitute
1023 Fifiecuth Strect, NW, Suite 600
Washingion, DC 20005

(202) 387-128¢ :

World Wide Web: hoip-//www.nbei.ong

National Child Csre Information Center

243 Church Strect, NW 20d Roor

Vieaa, VA 22160

(BOO0) 646-2242 (List of state chi3d care Wu aveilable)
World Wide Web: bitp://nccic.ong

National Parent Information Network _
University of Nlinois Chldren's Research Centor
51 Gerty Drive

Champaigm, 1L 61820-7469

(800) 3834135 or (217) 333-1386

Wotild Wide Web: hitp://apin.otg

Zero To Three/National Center for Clinical Infam Programs
734 13th Streed, NW, 10¢th Foor

Wabingtoa, DC 20005-2101

(202) 638-1144

World Wide Web: htip:#/www.reratathree.oig

BEL et am Mt e B INET e e N ey
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Car.p CARE AWARE
A toll-free phone mumber provides paranis with 4

direct link to their commuaity child cate
tesourco and referval agency:

- 800-424-2246
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All too frequently, we read stories in our daily newspapeérs, se¢ on the nightly news, or hear
about yet another 1nd1v1dual who is the victim of abuse at the hands of a care prov1der - -acare
provider with a cnmmal hlstory of similar abuses or who is otherwise not fit to care for
vulnerable individuals. The victim may be achildina preschool program, an elderly person who
needs assisted 11v1ng care, or a dlsabled 1nd1v1dual who requ1res 1nst1tutlonal care. ‘
Today nearly 35 mrlllon adults come into contact w1th more than 70 mllllon ch11dren in’

" educational mstltutlons day care facrlltles foster care ‘homes, youth development orgamzatlons
social service agencies” medical facilities, recreation centers, religious-based programs, and -

* juvenile detention, correctional, and law enforcement facilities. More than'S million of the

estimated 33.9 million Americans older than 65 years need some form of assisted care and an
§ addltlonal 2.3 million of the .36 million Amencans with.a: disability require residential treatment.
, The total number of Americans in need of some care is estunated at more than 77. 3 million.

' Whe'n Congress introduced and passed' the National' Child Protection Act in 1993 it addressed
-concerns we all share: concerns about the qualifications of those who care for the members of
our society most susceptible to abuse "The Violent Crime and Law Enforcement Act of 1994
amended the National Child Protectlon Act and directed the Attomey General to “develop
-guidelines for the adoption of appropnate safeguards by’ care prov1ders and by states for-
protecting children, the elderly, or individuals with disabilities from abuse.” With the release of
-these guidelines, we are taking a step forward in provldmg this vulnerable populatlon with .
‘additional protectlon from abuse by those responsible for their care. These guldelmes present a.
logical decision model to guide.the screening decisions of" 1nd1v1duals and organizations who hire

employees or recruit volunteers to work w1th and prov1de care to ch11dren the elderly, or the
dlsabled j ’ Coe LEc - .

The guidelines do not mandate cr1m1nal record checks for all care prov1ders but do present adv1ce

on establlshmg a policy that prov1des an appropriate level of screening based upon ‘specific

situations. The suggested screening mechanisms may include the Féderal Bureau of :

* Investigation’s fingerprint based criminal records check, whiere warranted. The first:step ©

‘ presented in this decision model includes an assessment of “triggers” that pertain to the setting in

- which the care is provided, the employee s or volunteer” 'S level of contact with the individual
receiving care, and the vulnerability of the care receiver. The next step is weighing the ~
availability of mformatlon, the costs of the screening, and the human resources.needed to carry

~ out the screening process. The third step is the analysis and selection of appropnate screening
practices that would be used in addition to “Basic Scréening,” which includes reference checks
interviews, and a written apphcatlon These three steps lead employers and: volunteer ,
organizations through a thoughtful process of evaluatmg the circumstances and establlshmg

' approprlate screemng measures for each care prov1der

» The gu1de11nes were developed to- help reduce the 1nc1dence of abuse by care prov1ders
' However the gu1dehnes alone will not ehrmnate the problem ‘We, as the relat1ve or friend of an
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individual receiving care, must remain aware of the potential for abuse. Screening of care .

- providers does not remove our r .sponsibility to talk to our children and family about what is and .

is not acceptable behavior from care and service providers. Similarly, service organizations and

employers providing care have an ongoing ‘r‘esporiSibilityAtQ monitor those in contact with

vulnerable populations. ‘While the use of these Guidelines is.a necessary first step to ensure their

safety, we must remain Vigilant at all:timesto ensure proper care.

i AER ~/~ Janet Reno
’ & . Attorney General.
L i
' . -" o .-"(»
) ‘




Interview

Four Steps to Selecting
a Child Care Provider

Check References

Make the Decision

Stay Involved

1. Interview Caregivers
Call First

Ask....
v' Is there an opening for my child? v" Do you provide transportation?
v" What hours and days are you open and v" Do you provide meals (breakfast, lunch,
where are you located? dinner, snacks)?
v How much does care cost? Is financial v Do you have a license, accreditation, or
assistance available? other certification?
v How many children are in your care? v

When can | come to visit?
What age groups do you serve?

Visit Next (Visit more than once, stay as long as you can!)

Look for....

v Responsive, nurturing, warm interactions

' v A variety of toys and learning materials,
between caregiver and children. such as books, puzzles, blocks, and
v Children who are happily involved in climbing equipment, that your child will
daily activities and comfortable with their find interesting and which will contribute
caregiver. to their growth and development.
v A clean, safe, and healthy indoor and v" Children getting individual attention.
outdoor environment, especially

napping, eating and toileting areas.

Ask....

v Can | visit at any time?

v Where do children nap? Do you know
v" How do you handle discipline? that babies should go to sleep on their
v" What do you do if a child is sick? backs?
v" What would you do in case of an v What training have you (and other
emergency? staff/substitutes) had?
v Are all children and staff required to be v' May | see a copy of your license or other
immunized? certification?
v Do you have a substitute or back-up v May | have a list of parents (current and
caregiver?

former) who have used your care?

_/ DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
5 C Administration for Children and Families

Child Care Bureau




2. Check References

.Ask other parents....

v Was the caregiver reliable on a daily v' Was the caregiver respectful of your
basis? values and culture?

v How did the caregiver discipline your v" Would you recommend the caregiver
child? without reservation?

v" Did your child enjoy the child care v"If your child is no longer with the
experience? caregiver, why did you leave?

v" How did the caregiver respond to you as
a parent?

Ask the local child care resource and referral program or licensing office....

v What regulations should child care providers meet in my area?
v Is there a record of complaints about the child care provider | am considering and how do | find
out about it?

3. Make the Decision for Quality Care

From what you heard and saw, ask yourself....

v Which child care should | choose so that v" Is the child care available and affordable
my child will be happy and grow? according to my family’s needs and

v Which caregiver can meet the special resources?
needs of my child? v Do | feel good about my decision?

v Are the caregiver’s values compatible
with my family’s values?

4. Stay Involved

Ask yourseif....

v" How can | arrange my schedule so that | v How can | work with my caregiver to

can... resolve issues and concerns that may

- talk to my caregiver every day? arise?

- talk to my child every day about how v How do | keep informed about my child’s
the day went? growth and development while in care?

— visit and observe my child in care at v" How can | promote good working
different times of the day? conditions for my child care provider?

- be involved in my child’s activities? v How can | network with other parents?

These steps are only the beginning. Gather as much information as possible to help you find the
best care for your child. To find the Child Care Resource and Referral Program nearest you, call
Child Care Aware: (800) 424-2246. For more complete guidelines on health and safety in child
care, call the National Resource Center for Health and Safety in Child Care: (800) 598-KIDS (5437).
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By Rowan Scarborough

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

" The Pentagon wants to slgnlﬁ-

.cantly reduce ground and air
“forces in the Persian Gulf by 'mid- -

summer and will submit options
later this month to President Clin-

ton, senior military officers said -
-yesterday.

With. Gulf tensions receding,
one officer said the Defense De-
partment may ask to shrink force
levels from the. 38,000 troops to

20,000 and one aircraft carrier —
- the Gulf deployment before Sad-

dam Hussein began defying Unit-
ed ‘Nations inspectors- seven

months ago. )
. Meanwhile, six senators yester-
--day put -pressure on -the - White -
- House to scale back, saying the in-

creased deployment was draining
‘defense dollars and morale.

. “Clearly, I think it's time for us
to reduce the deployment in the

Persian Gulf and get it down to the
point where people do not have to
go back,’ said Sen. Ted Stevens,

. Alaska Republican and chairman -
- of the Senate Appropriations sub-

committee on defense. “I think this
repeated deployment to the same
locale under the same conditions

— they cannot go off the bases,

: theres no towns for them to visit.
. They really are very confined. .
. And that’s leadlng to a long-term

loss of morale”
~.Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchxson

- Texas Republican and amember of
the Senate Armed Services Com-

mittee, said: “I would describe the
morale in the desert as adequate.
There are very severe problems in

" that regard, and. there'’s no ques-

" tion we're going to have to go -
- .through some kind of a deploy-
- ment reductlon here back to the

: Sen. Ted Stevens

Pentagon asks Gulf cts for morale, cost

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison

" precrisis levels "

One of two carrlersm the Gulf
the USS Independence, is due to
leave the region at month’s end.

Defense Secretary William S. Co-.

hen on Tuesday ordered a possible

replacement carrier, the -USS -

more and more of our men and
women in uniform, and they have
longer deployments, we're going to

" have to work harder to make sure

Dwight D. Eisenhower, to depart -

- the United States on-June 10, as

planned. The scheduling raises the

prospect of leaving one carrier in .

the region as the first: stage of a
troop downturn.

At the White House, Mr. Cllnton
told reporters, “Secretary Cohen
has not recommended a final de-
cision to me on this, and I have
certainly not made one, and we've

done our best to keep all of our,
"options open.”’

On the morale issue, the pres-
ident said, “One of the things I rec-
ognize is that as-we ask more and

they get adequate support”
A senior military officer said

planners want a new Iraq policy .
that .doesn’t involve the costly, .

morale-draining deployment of

"troops everytime Saddam acts up

With Saddam less.bellicose in

recent months, the administration.

“has sent signals it was consxdermg

1

a drawdown. .
The administration’s dllemma is

-cost vs. iron-fisted diplomacy. -

The buildup is pro;ected to re-
quire $1.3 billion this year in extra
defense spending. But withdraw-
ing forces could wrongly signal
Saddam that he again is free to
defy U.N. weapons inspectors.

“We've got to get out of the mode

vasesun®

that allows him to dlctate what we
do,” said a senior military officer;
“We're gomg to make it absolutely
clear we're not going to react to his

every whim.” . il
. The administration is dlSCUSS-\
.+ing the option of couplmg a with?

drawal to precrisis levels with

" heightened US. warnings that de- '

fiance of U.N. weapons inspections

_“would bring military strlkes

Another consideration is the -

- weather: The region’s intense sum-.
- mer heat is an unhospitable envi-
. ronment for soldiers housed in

“tents in Kuwait. '

“Most of our troops statloned in
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are in

E tents " a mlhtary spokesman said:.

-~ John Hlllen a former Army of-

ﬁcer and analyst at the Councilon -

Foreign Relations, said the admin-
istration is mistaken if i it believes it
can influence Saddam’s. behavior.
without robust mlhtary forces. -

“It will be difficult to deter Sad;

_ dam on the cheap. I don’t know

what model they’re going to use,”
Mr. Hillen said. “There’s no free
lunch.. You have to be excessively

 creative to not wear out our forces
by keeping them in the Persian

Gulf, but at the samie time to keep

B enough there to deter Saddam.” .-

. A'senior officer at the Pentagon -

- said the United States “lost the

propaganda war” in the latest’ cris
sis with Saddam. Fewer nations '

“now back continued economic -

sanctions as a lever to force Iraq to i

_reveal its prohibited weapons of .
.mass destruction. . i

“Saddam seems to -gauge our
threshold for tolérance, and he op: '
erates underneath that threshold,”
Mr. Hillen said. “He operates at
just under the threshold where we
would knock the crap out of him.”
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The Congresé{ by‘e'ﬁeihtlresolﬁtieﬁ epﬁrbved“MEY 8, 1914
(38 étatrd770), hae deeigneéed‘ﬁhe;eeeondléunday in May each.
year asf"Motherfs Dai“ and.redpeeéed7theiPresideﬁt to cari'fer.,
. dits approprlate observance | ,.‘ 3 |
NOW, .THEREFOREVI', WILLIAM J - CLINTON, Pre51dent of the
" United Steﬁee of America, do hereby proclalm May 10, 1998, as
'Mother’e‘Daf T urge all Amerlcans to express thelr deep love
and respect for thelr mothers and to remember ‘how much they have -
contrlbuted to our llves and the well belng of our count:ry "1
also call upon all 01t12ens to observe thls day w1th approprlate-
programs, ceremon;es, and act1v1t1ee
o IN WITNESS‘WHEREOF, L have’ hereunto set my hand this
day of - 7;: ’” . :,.1n the year of our Loxd
nlneteen hundred and nlnety elght, and‘of1the Independence of’

the United States of Amerlca:theJgwq}huhdredfend twenty-second .
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