
c 

FOIA Number: 2006-0467-F 

FOIA 
MARKER 

This is not a textual record. This is used as an 
administrative marker by the William J. Clinton 

Presidential Library Staff. 

Collection/Record Group: Clinton Presidential Records 

Subgroup/Office of Origin: Speech writing 

Series/Staff Member: Jeff Shesol 

Subseries: 

OA/ID Number: 19942 

FolderiD: 

Folder Title: 
Bulletproof Vest Bill Signing 6116/98 

Stack: Row: Section: Shelf: 

s 91 6 10 
Position: 

1 



--- ----------------------------------------------------------------

Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION 

001. note Handwritten. Bullet Proof Vest Bill Signing. (1 page) 06/16/1998 P5 

COLLECTION: 
Clinton Presidential Records 
Speech writing 
JeffShesol 
ONBox Number: 19942 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Bullet Proof Vest Bill Signing 0611611998 

2006-0467-F 

vzl279 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act- [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)( 4) of the PRA] 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA] 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR., Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act- [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal'statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or. confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
b(S) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] · 



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION 

001. note Handwritten. Bullet Proof Vest Bill Signing. (1 page) 06/16/1998 P5 

COLLECTION: 
Clinton Presidential Records 
Speechwriting 
JeffShesol 
OA/Box Number: 19942 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Bullet Proof Vest Bill Signing 0611611998 

2006-0467-F 
vz1279 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential Records Act- [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)[ 

PI· National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA[ 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA) 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA) 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA) 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA) 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA[ 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act -IS U.S.C. SS2(b)[ 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIAI 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA) 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA) 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA) 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) ofthe FOIA) 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA) 
b(S) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(S) of the FOIA) 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA) 



WASHINGTON 

. _~V-eRA-~··~~· 

.···~i<t~~ 
--r~ rto1 fW 7~:1Jev&) 
v~~, " 
)~ ~t;~ff'-~ 

-v)~·~~ 



_;'~it ·;, :< ··~~~.:-:·:L. ·:: .. ~ 

REVISED ., _, ~'i 1 

Revised Final 06/16/98 9:3Oam 

Jeff Shesol 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON . 

REMARKS AT BULLETPROOF VEST . 

BILL SIGNING 

THE EAST ROOM 

June 16, 1998 



Acknowledgments: AG Reno; VP; Vermont State 

Police Captain Mark Metayer (Meh-TAYer); Members of 

Congress; representatives from all the police groups here 

today 

This is a time of great progress in our nation. We 
. ~\~~U.,.~15~)\""-~'-~~)~3'2.~J 

have the stronge~t economy in a generatio~ And we ju~t ~~ 

learned last 1:110nth.that crime dropped.in·1997 for an 

-unprecedented sixth year. in a row.~ Murders have 

declined by more than 25 percent, and overall violent 
· ~"':di ri @i'UJ. . · . · 

crime by more than 15 percent. .In many ways, our nation 
·. ~ . 

. -~.,..,~ 

is s~e~~a return to personal responsibility andTespect for 
-~~1..s~~. . . . ·. . 

law .. And that makes a real difference in the-lives of· 

Americans. Neighborhoods are safer; fam~lies are more 

secure; Americans have a new feeling of freedom. · 

1 



. . . ' . . . . 

There has been much debate iri this country about the , 
~~~~~.~~~~~ 

reasons for the drop il}·Crime.~l tmt'fz¥~erG t!Ml~ . 

~~~~~~~~~~~~,~·~~~~~~·~~~ 
· Simple reas~ f!t':llf@€. Across Amenca, you are stepp1~ · 
~~~~~~~~ .··. . . . 

. . .·. ~ . . 

. out of squad cars, joining our communities, protecting our 

people. To those of you who are out there, putting, your 

lives on the line, America owes you a tremen4ous debt of 

gratitude. And I'm pleased to report that ahead of 

.. schedule and under budget, we've helped fund. 76,000 of 
~~~t\u~tt~'ttkl~. 

100,000 community police x-- making us all partners in the 

fight against ~rime. Just yesterday, in fact, local officials 

and federal agents sw_ept into one .of the most troubled 

neighborhoods in Philadelphia as part of Operation 
.. 

Sunrise. Working with local residents, they're targeting 

. crime, drugs, even graffiti. 1 applaud t~eir efforts ·and 
. ,, • . ,+ . 

hope they are replicated elsewhere. 

2 



- --- -----------------------------. 

For five years, I have been working to make the 

government a partner in building a safer AJ!lerica. A 

crucial part of that effort is making sure police have the 

tools to do the job~ There are few tools more important 

. than a bulletproof vest.. Over the past decade, body armor 

has saved the lives of more than 2,000 officers.·_ The· FBI 

estimates the risk of a gun-related fatality is 1.4 times 

' 

higher for an officer who does not wear a vest than for 

one who does. ) 

. 
The line ·of fire will always be a dangerous place. 

But today we are making it less dangerous for those 

brave enough to walk that line. Every day you protect 

all of us; now, there is something we can do to help 

protect all of you. 

3 



I -am proud today to sign the BulletProof Vest Partnership 

Grant Act. Twenty-five percentofstate and local law 
' . . ' 

enforcement officers do not have the body armor t() 

protect their lives; and this legislation will help police 

departments .to provide them with vests. This is a critical 

investment in the safety of those who have to be in harm's 

way. 

We are doing everything in our power to make police 

work a little less dangerous. But for any officer who 

makes the ·ultimate sacrifice -~ of his or her life ~- we have 

a responsibility to the families they leave behind. That is 

why I am also signing the Care for Police Survivors Act, · 

which supports counseling for families who have lost a . 

'loved one in the line of duty. 
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. Last fall, I proposed to help provide college scholarships 

for the children of slain officers, and I again call on 
' . . ' . ~~~Th.J.~~ 

Congress to make that Important tf•httte~ those who 

~~~*"'~ 
j'W'et~0t all America's children .. 

. Community police are making our children safer in. 

our neighborhoods and, as recent events have reminded 

us, in our schools. Just yesterday, a student shot two 

. people in a Richmond, Virginia high school. They're 

expected to make a full recovery, I'm relieved to say. 

And fortunately, the assailant was chased several.blocks 

and apprehended by' Officer Ron Brown. Officer Browri, 

please stand and let us applaud yo.ur heroic act. 
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Officer Brown-was assigned to. the school b.ecause 
'.. '' 

COPS, our community policing program, ·helped put him 
: . .. '' 

.. 

· .. there. The COPS pro grain is a very good start, but our 
. . 

nation needs· to do more. That is ·why, today, I am asking 
. . ~ ' . . 

' •· I 

the Attorney General and the Secretary of Education to 
. . . . . ' . 

report back to me before the start of the school year on 

ways to provide. more poli~e for ou~ schopls, just as· we 

have pr·ovided more police for our communities. · 
. ' . .··, . . 

Congressman Jim Malo.n~y has proposed legislation to do 
,. 

just that, and I urge Congress to pass this bill as a "back-

to-school special" for ·America's children. 

America is grateful for the hard work of our police. 
' ' . . ·. 

Every day, you make our streets an.~ schools safer, our· .. · 

homes tnOre secure; OUr people more free. . · ... · .: 

6' 
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Still, you cann~t do it alone. All of us,· as parents and 

leaders, rriust teach our children right from ·wrong and 

tum them away from violence. By working together, we 

will make this a safer and better nation for our children in 

the 21st century. 

7 
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THE PRESIDENT: Captain, thank you very much for your remarks and even 
more for your service. I think ·it's.fair to saythat everyone in America 
followed the harrowing trail that you were part of just a few months ago and 
grieved the loss ofthose two troopers .and the others who were killed. And· we 
thank you for your 'presence here. 

Thank you, Mr. Vice President, for all the work you've done over the 
last five and a half years. And thank you, Attorney 'General Reno, for doing a . 
superb job of one of the things I asked you to do whenwe first talked about · 
your-becoming Attorney General, and thc=it is being a genuine advocate for local 
law enforcement officials throughout this country. 

I thank ail the members of Congress who are here and the extraordinary 
bipartisan support for actually two pieces of legislation that-·1 will sign ·· 
today: the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Act, and the Care for Police 
Surviv·ors Act . 

. AII.the members of Congress have been introduced, but I think I should· . 
note; because not all the sponsors are here, that the Bulletproof. Vest . 
Partnership Act was cosponsored In the Senate by Senators Campbell and Leahy,' 
and in the House by Representatives Visclosky and LoBiondo. The Care for Police 
Survivors Act was cosponsored in the Senate by Sehators Hatch and Biden, arid in 
the House ·by Congressman Schumer and Congressman McCollum. I th?Jnk them ~nd all 



------------------------;----------------- ---------------

' ' 

the others who are ·here. 

This is a time of progress and prosperity'for our country. We're · 
grateful to have the lowest unemployment rate in 28 years and about to have our 
first balanced budget in 29 years. And we just learned that" c.rime dropped in 
1997, as .the Vice President said,· for a virtually unprecedented sixth year in a 
row. Murders have declined .more than 25 percent; overall crime by more than J 5 
percent. 

'. 

In many ways our country is seeing a return to personal responsibility 
--.the welfare rolls are the smallest percentage of our population in 29 years. 
-~ and to respect for the law -- the crime rate last year dropped to a 25-year 
low. That makes a real difference in the lives of Americans~ Our neighborhoods 

. are safer, our families are more secure. Americans actually feel more free, and 
they are. 

. ' . . 

. There has been a lot of debate in the country about the reasons 'for the 
drop in the crime rate. Of course, a better economy helps, and so do the 
neighborhoo-d watch groups and all the efforts being made in.conimunities across 
the country to keep kids away from · · · · . 
crime, from school unifor·ms and curfews to after-school programs and 
tough truancy enforcement. But one thing· is absolutely clear: a 
huge factor in the ·declining crime rate has been more police a'nd 
better policing. 

Across our country these men and women in uniform whom 
we honor here today are putting their lives on the line by joining 
their communities, getting out of the squad cars, protecting people. 
And America owes them a tremendous debt of gratitude. 

Whe~ we passed the crime bill in 1994 'we said, in six 
years we would put 100,000 police on the stree't. I'm pleased to 

:report that already we've helped to fund 76,000 of those 100,000. 
We're ahead of schedul.e and under bud_get. And I'm very proud of that . 
because it makes all the members of the Congress who have supported 
this partners in your fight against .crime. 

Just yesterday, for example, local officials and federal 
agents together swept into one of the most troubled areas in 
Philadelphia as a part of Operation Sunrise. Working with local 
residents, they're targeting crimes and drugs, even graffiti. I 
applaud their efforts and hope they'il be replicated. 

A crucial part of our five and a half year effort to 
make the federal government a partner with you for a safer America 
has been making sure that police officers have the tools to do the 
job. There are few tools more important than the body armor 'or. 
bulletproof vests we see behind us. 

· Over the past decade, body armor has saved the lives .of 
more than 2,000 officers. The FBI estimates that the risk of a 
gun-related fatality is 14 times higher for an officer -- let me say 

· .... 

. •.; 



that ·again -- 14 times higher for an officer who does not wear a. vest 
than for one who does. · 

The Vice President told you ai;JOut Officer Margiata 
(phonetic) and his vest. He's actually here today, an9 I'd like to 
ask him to stand, along with any other officer here who has ever been 
shot wearing a bulletproof vest. Will the others stand, please? 
(Applause.) 

The line of fire will always be a dangerous place. 
People can get hit in the leg in the wrong way and bleed to death. 
It will always be dangerous. But today we are making·it less 
dangerous for those who are brave enough to walk that line. Every 
day all .Of .you in uniform protect us; it's good to know that every 
once in a. while there's something those of us on this end cif the line 
can do to help t'o protect you. 

· So I'm proud to sign the Bulletproof Vest Partnership 
Grant Act. Twenty-five percent of the state and local law 
enforcement officers don't have this body armor to protect their 
lives. This legislation will help police departments provide it to 
them. It is a critical investment in the safety of those who have ·to 
be in harm's way. 

. . ·Let me a·lso say that as we do everything in our power to 
make· police work a little less dangerous, ·we have to recognii~ that 
every year there are all too many officers. who. do make the ultimate 
sacrifice for safe streets and children's futures. That is why I am 
also proud to be signing here the ·care for Police Survivors Act; 
which supports counseling for families who have lost a loved one in 
the line of duty. 

Last fall I also proposed to provide -- h13lp provide· 
college sci:Jolarships for the children of slain officers. And again, 
I say, that I .hope the Congress will.pass that. That's an important 
investment and a small enough one to make in the children of those 
who give their lives to protect our children. 

Community police are making children safer in our 
neighborhoods, and let me just say, once again recent events have 
reminded us of that in our scho·ols. Just yesterday, I'm sure we all 

saw the story of a·student who shot two people in a Richmond, 
Virginia, high school. They're expected to make a full recovery·, an9 
we thank God for that. And fortunately, the assailant was chased 
down several blocks and apprehended by Officer Ron Brown. Officer 
Brown was assigned to the school' because of the COPS program -- our 
community policing program helped put in there. The COPS program is 
a good start and I'm proud that he was a part of it, especially 
yesterday. Officer Brown is here today and I'd like to ask him to 
stand. Thank· you very much for your service, sir. (Applause.) 

.Today, I ar:n asking Attorney General .Reno and Secretary 



of Education Riley to· report back to me before the start of the 
school year on ways that we can help to provide more police in our 
schools, just as we have provided more police for our communities:·' ' 
Congressman Jim Maloney has proposed legislation to do that and I 
urge Congress to pass his bill as a back-to-school 

' ' 

special for. America's children. 

America is grateful for the hard work that all :of you in 
uniform and all of those whom you represent throughout this country 
to do. Every day, as you make our lives safer and our· people mo~e 
free and Our children's future brighter, we know that you're there; 
and we're grateful. We understand, too, that you can't always doit 
alone. All of us as parents and leaders must teach our children 
right from wrong and turn them away from violence. But by working 
together and giving you the tools to do your job, we will make this a 
better and a safer nation in the 21st century. 

Thank you, and God bless you aiL Thank you. 
(Applause.) 

I would like to ask all the members of Congress to come 
up here for the bill signing. Officer. Brown, why don't you come oh 
up, and .why don't we ask these police officers come up. with us today. - ' · 

(The bill is signed.) · 

END 3:47 P.M. EDT 
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Acknowledgments: AG Reno; VP; Vermont State 

Police Captain Mark Metayer (Meh-TAYer); Members of 

· Congress; representatives from all the police groups .here 

t()day 

This is a time of great progrt?SS in our nation .. We 

haver the strongest economy in a generation. And we just 
.. , 

learned last month that crime dropped in 1997 for an :: 

unprecedented sixth year in arow. Murders have 

declined by more than 25 percent, and overall violent·· 

crime by more than 15 percent. In many ways, our nation· 
. . ~ . 

is seeing a return to personal responsibility and respect for . 

. law. And that makes a .real difference in the lives of. 

Americans. Neighborhoods are.safer; families are more 
' . . ' 

secure; Americans have a new feeling of freedom .. · 

1 



There has been much debate in this country about the 
I . 

reasons fot the drop in crime. I believe there is one 

simple reason: police .. Across ·America, you are stepping 

out of squad cars, joining our communities, protecting our 

people. To those of you who are out there, putting your 

lives on the line, A~erica owes you a tremendous debt of 

gratitude. And I'm pleased to report that ahead of 

·schedule and under budget, we've helped fund 76,000 of 

100,000 community_police ~- making us all partners in the 

fight against crime. Just yesterday; in fact, local officials 

and federat agents swept into one of the most-troubled 

neighborhoods in Philadelphia as part of Operation 

Sunrise. Working with local residents, they're targeting 

crime, drugs, even graffiti.· I applaud their efforts and 

hope they are replicated elsewhere. 

2 



For five years, Ihave.been working to make the 

government a partner in building a safer America. A· 

crucial part of that effort 'is making sure police have the 

~ools to do the job. There are few tools more important 

than a bulletproof vest Over the past decade, body armor 

has savedthe lives of more than 2,000 officers. The FBI 

. estimates the risk of a gun-related. fatality is 14 times 
' ·: 

higher for an.officer who does not wear a vest than for 

one who does. 

The line Qf fire will always. be a dangerous place. 

But today we are making it less dangerous for those 

brave enough to walk that line. Every day you protect 

all of us; now, there is something we can do to help 

protect all of you. 

3 
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I am proud today to sign the Bulletproof Vest Partnership 
·.· .. :·if· 
. :., ~-~·:·~~-

' 
1.• 

., \' 

Grant Act. Twenty-five percent of state and local law · >':: '<i?·\~~f 

. enforcement officers do not have the bod~ armor to· ...•. · .•.. ,!'Ij{Jt,\:: 
protect, their lives; and this legislation will help police · :·_. ·.'ft·:,:!* .· 

. . ' . . . . . . . . -~ . . ' . ~ >. :' ::'-~,::f!{.· 
departments to provide them with vests. Th,is is _a .critical- ;.> :.:;;:;}~~~f 

I • •. , , • ' . • ~ '• ; ' ' ' 

investment in the safety ofthose who have to· be in harm's 
.· .~ 

way. 

' ' 

·we are doing everything in our _power to make police 
. . 

work a little less dangerous~ But for any officer who 

makes the ultimate sacrifice·~,;.ofhis .or her life_.:~-~-_; .. ,-'<< 

· _. ·. .· · ·· · , · · ·._ ·. · :~\·:·;~:~::::./i?:~~~:::{i,~;}~~,;~~,~~-::;! I.?~~,'~t.F;;}:t·;~:~;,0;:~JL,; .. ,--· . . . _ .· 
a responsibility to the families theyJeaye-'1J. _, ·. · 

..... : : . : ~- ~- .. ' ._.. . . ' ... ~.) . 

·. . . . . . ·. . . . . ~; . ·:.~:·~) :J',: '· . . ::\:.:._:·· :r .· .. 
why I am also signing t~e, Gar~: ~or·: ~oli9~. _SutViv9rs -~~t; · · 

. which sUpports counselingf~r famili~swho have ~o~~ a ;. ,·~_:::~t : . 
• I , ' ' ' '. ' ' ' ' • ' ' '. . • '• '' ' • ' '. •, ·~ ' ... '' • . ' :' ' • 

~. •' . : 
• . . ,· •• ·• ·',\ .-.',1' < 

•I ·~,' ,. l '• ~ ;'I:: . :> ~~;-:.::•;t~:·. 
. . . loved one. in the line. of duty. · 

4 o/' •• •' •• 



· · Last fall, I proposed to help provide college scholarships 

fot the children of slain· officers, and I again call on -. -
. ' . 

Congress to make that important tribute to those who . . 

protect. all America's children. 

' 
Community police are m~king our children safer in · 

I 
I'"'' 

our neighborhoods and, as recent events have reminded 

us, in our schools. Just yesterday, a student shot two 
.. 

people ina Richmond, Virginia high school. They're 

expected to make a full recovery, I'm relieved to say. 

'.. '.r. 

·.··.). 

. ... 
' .~. 

'_· :j;:_ 
. . . . ' .. ·~ . ' 

. . .. . ·, ..... .• : .:r~:·::~,.;r.:,.. 

And fortunately, .. the assailant ·was chas_ed severaLblocks ·t::::·Z~;~:i.,~\Yf'<~: 
· · : ... · · . · . , · .... · ·. .., ·_ . · · · ·· . · ·_ · · ·· · -~.:· (::<::'i~::~;:-:;~\'~:-\f:e~~f;~:~?~:~~:~~~3;:Hl~~~:~:~;~f'~{f.rf::~~1 · 
and apprehend~d by Officer Ron Brown~ . C).ffiC.ef' Bf§wij;::.:;::;;\:-l::;~.~ -. .. . . . · .. : . -~:;<;~;.r:;~l 

. please stand and let. us ~p,plau4 your.hero·i9_:act··:·: -.· 
• • •· ' • • ' ... - f 

'. ' \ . ·-.. . 

I ' ~· .~ 

.... 

5 
. . ' .. ·~ 



Officer Brown was assigned to the school because 

COPS, our·community policing program, helped put him 

there. The COPS program is a very good start, but our 

nation needs to do more. That is why, today, I am asking 

the Attorney General and the Secretary of Education to 

report back to me before the start ~f the school year on 

w~ys to provide more police for our schools, just as we 

. have provided more police for our communities. 

Congressman Jim Maloney has proposed legislation to do 

just that, and I urge Congress to pass this bill as a "back-

to-school special" for America's children. 

America i~ grateful for the hard work of our police. 

'Every day,-you make our streets and schools safer, our· 
. . 

homes more secure, our people more free. 

6 



Still, you cannot <;19 it alone. All of us, as parents and 

leaders, must teach ou~ children right from wrong and 

turn them away from violence. By working together, we 

will make this a safer and better nation for our children in . 

. ·. 

the 21st century.·· 

' ' . 

7 

'·. 
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This is a time of great.progress in our nation. We have the strongest economy in a. 
gener~tion. And wejust learned last month that crime dropped in 1997 for an unprecedented 
sixth year in a row. Murders have declined by more than 25 percent, and overall violent crime 
by more than 15 percent. In many ways, our nation is seeing a return to personal responsibility 
and respect tor law. And that makes a real difference in the lives of Americans. Neighborhoods 
are safer; families are m?re secure; Americans have a~ew feeling of freedom. 

There has been much debate in this country about the reasons for the drop in crime .. I 
believe there is one simple reasqn: police. Across America, you are stepping out of squad cars, 
joining our communities, protecting our people. To those of you who are out there, putting your 
lives on the line, America owes you a tremendmis :debt of gratitude.' And I'~ pleased to report 
that ahead of schedule and under budget, we've helped fund.~6,000 of 100,000 community 
police-- making us all partners in the fight against crime. Just yesterday, in fact, local officials 
and federal agents swept into one of the most troubled neighborhoods in Philadelphia as part of 
Operation Sunrise. Working with local residents, they're targeting crime, drugs, even graffiti. I 
applaud their efforts andhope they are replicated elsewhere. . .. . . . 

For five years, I have been working to make the government a partner in building a safer 
America .. A crucial part of that effort is making sure police have the tools to do the job. There 
are few tools more ,important than a bulletproofvest. Over the past decade, body armor has 
saved'the lives of more than 2,000 officers. The FBI estimates the risk of a gun.;related fatality is 
14 times higher for an ()fficer who does not wear a vest than for one who does. 

The line of fire will always be a dangerous place. But today we are making it less 
dangerous for those brave enough to walk that line .. Every day you protect all ofus; now, 
thereis sorriethi~g we ca~ do to help protect all of you~· I am.proud today to-sign the Bulletproof 
Vest Partnership Grant Act. Twenty:..five percent ofstate and local law ~nforcement officers do 
not have the body ~or to protect their lives; and this legislation will ~elp police departments to 
provide them with vests: This is a critical investment in the safety of those who have to be in 
harm's way. 

We are doing everything inour power to make police work a little less dangerous. But 
for any officer wno makes the 'ultimate sacrifice -- of his or her life -~:: we ha:ve a responsibility to 
the families they leave behind. That is why I am also ,.signing the Care· for Police Survivors Act, 



which supports counseling for families who have lost a loved one in the line of duty~ Last fall, I 
proposed to help provide college scholarships for the childreri of slain officers, and I again call 
on Congress to make that important tribute to those who protect all America's children. · 

, Community police are making our children safer in our neighborhoods and, as recent 
events have reminded us, in our schools. Just yesterday, '!- s~dent shot two people in a . 
Richmond, Virginia high school. They're expected to make a full recovery, I'm relieved to say. 
And fortunately,' the assailant was c'hased several blocks and apprehended by Officer Ron Brown. 
Officer Brown, please stand and let us applaud your heroic ;act. · 

Officer.Brown was assigned to the school because COPS, our community policing 
program, helpe4 .put him 'there. The COPS program is a very good start, but our n_ation needs to 
do more. That is why, today, l-am asking the Attorney General and the Secretary ofEducat!on to 
report back to my before the start oft~e school year on ways to provide mon~ poliCe for <?Ur 
schools, just as we have provided more polke for our communities. Congressman Jim Maloney 
has proposed legislation·to dojust that, and .I urge Congress to pass this bill as a "back-to-school 
spe~ial" for America's children. . . '·· 

.· .! 

America is grateful for the hard work of our police. Every day, you make our streets and . . . 

schools· safer; our homes more secure, qur people more :free. Still, you cannot do it alone. ·All of 
us, as parents and leaders, must teach our children right from wrong and tum them away from ' . ' 

·violence. By working together, we will make this a-safer and better nation for our children in the 
21st century. 

2 
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This is a time -of great progress in our nation. We have the strongest economy in a 
generation. And we just le~med last mqnth that crime dropped in 1997 for an unprecedented 
sixth year in a row. Murders have declined by more Jhan 25 percent, and overall violent crime 
by more than 15 percent. In many ways, our natjori is seeing a return to personal responsibility 
and respect for law. And that makes areal difference in the lives of Americans. Neighborhoods 
are safer; farniiies are more secure; Arneri~ans have a new feeling of freedom. 

There has been much d.ebate in this colin try about the reasons for the drop in crime. I 
believe there is one simple reason: p()lice. Across Arneric~, you are stepping out of squad cars, 
joining our communities, protecting our people. To those of you who are out there, putting your 
lives on the line, America owes you a tremendous debt of gratitude. AndJ'm pleased to report 
that ahead of s~hedule and ~nder budget, we've helped fund 76,000 of 100,000 community 
police-- making us all partners in the fight against crime. Just yesterday, in fact, local officials 
and federal agents swept into om: of the mos't troubled neighborhoods in Philadelphia as part of 
Operation Sunrise. Working with local residen~s, tP,ey're targeting crime, drugs, even graffiti. I 
applaud their efforts and hope they are replicated elsewhere. 

For five years, .J have been· working to make the government a partner in building a. safer 
America. A cruCial part of that effort ismakins sure police ~ave the tools t~ do 'the job. There 
are few tools more important than a bulletproof vest. Over the past decade, body armor has 
sayed the lives ofmore.than 2,000 officers:· The FBI estimates the risk of a gun-related fatality is 
14 tiines higher for an officer who does not wear a vest than' for one who does. 

The line of fire will always be ~ d~ngerous place. But today we 'are making it less 
dangerous for those brave enough to waik that line.- Every day you protect all of us; now, 
there is something w<;: can do to help protect all of you. I am proud today to sign the Bulletproof 

. Vest Partnership Grant Act. Twenty-five percent of state ~hd local law enforcement officers do 
not have the body armor to protect their lives; and this legislation will help police departments to 
provide them with vests. This is a critical investrnent'in the s~fety of those who h·ave to .be in 
harm's way. ·· 

We are doing everything in our power to make police work a little less dangerous. But 
for any officer who makes the ultimate sacrifice-- of his or her life-- we have a responsibility to 

· the families they leave behind. That is why I am also· signing the Care for Police Survivors Act, 
I ., • 



., 
' .. 

which supports counseling for families who have lost a loved one in the line of duty .. Last fall, I 
proposed tp help provide college scholarships for the children of slain officers, and I again call 
on Congress to make that important tribute to those who protect all America's children. 

Community police are making our children· safer in our neighborhoods and, as recent 
events have reminded us, in our schools. Just yesterd~ay, a student shot two people in a 
Richmond, Virginia high school. They're expected to make a full recovery, I'm relieved to say. 
And fortunately, the assailant was chased several blocks and apprehended by Officer Ron Brown. 
Officer Brown, please stand arid let us applaud your heroic act. 

Officer Brown was assigned to the schoorbecause COPS, our community policing 
program, helped put him there. The COPS program is a very good start, but our nation needs to 
do more. That is why, today, I am asking the Attorney General andth~ Secretary of Education to 
report back to me before the start of the school year ort ways to provide more police for our 
schools, just as we have provided more police for our communities. Congressman Jim Maloney 
has proposed legislation to do just that, and I urge Congress to pass this bill as a "back-to-school 
special" for America's children. · 

America is grateful for the hard work of our police: Every day, you make our streets and 
schools safer, our homes more secure, our people more free. Still, you cannot do it alone. All of 
us, as parents and leaders, must teach our children right from wrong and tum them away from 
violence. By working together, we will make this a safer and better nation for our children in the 
21st century. 

2 
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·This is a time of great progress in our nation. We have the strongest economy in a 
generation; inflation and unemployment are at thirty-year lows.· And, we just learned last month 
that crime dropped in 1997 for an unprecedented sixth year in a row. Murders have dropped by 
more than 25 percent, and overall violent crime by more than 15 percent. In so many ways, our 
nation is seeing a return to personal responsibility and respect for law. And that makes a real 
difference in the lives of Americans. Neighborhoods are safer; families are more secure; 
Americans have a new feelirig of freedom. 

At the heart of this great transformation, this new security, are law enforcement officers 
like yourselves~· Police are making a profound-impact across our nation -- stepping out of squad 
cars and precinct houses, joining and protecting our communities. By putting 100,000 more of 
you on the streets as a part of our community policing program, law enforcement officers and 
ordinary citizens are becoming powerful partners in fighting crime. I'm pleased to report that 
ahead of schedule and under ~udget, we've funded- 76,000 of 100,000 community police. And to 
those of you who are already out there, walking the beat and putting your lives on the line, 
America owes you a tremendous debt of gratitude for making this a safer, and freer, country. 

For five and a half years now, I have been working to make the federal government a 
genuine partner in building a better and safer America. A crucial part of that effort is making 
sure law enforcement officers have the tools to do the job. ·There are few tools more important 
than this one -- a bulletproof vest. Over the past decade, body armor has saved the lives of more 
than 2,000 officers. The FBI has estimated that the risk of a gun-related fatality is 14 times . 
higher for an officer who does not wear a vest than for an officer who does. 

The line of fire will always be a dangerous place. But today we are making it less 
dangerous for those brave enough to walk that line .. To protect those who protect us all, I am 
proud today to sign the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Act. Twenty-five percent of state and 
local law enforcement officers do not have the body armor to protect them in life-threatening · 
situations; and this legislation will help state and local police departments provide bulletproof 
vests for those officers. This is a critical investment in the· safety of men and women whose lives 
are on the line every day. 

Protecting Americans from crime is, as you well know, dangerous work. Sometimes, an 
officer makes the ultimate sacrifice -- of his or her life. We will continue to do everything in our 
power to prevent that from happening, and bulletproof vests are an important part of that 



responsibility. But when an officer is killed in the line of duty, we have a further responsibility­
- to the families and children they leave behind. To honor those lives lost and those who remain, 
I am also signing the Care for Police Survivqrs Act, which supports counseling for families who 
have lost a loved one in the line of duty. Last fall, I proposed to help provide college 
scholarships for the children of slain offic.ers, and I again call on Congress to make that 
important tribute to those who protect all America's children~ 

Community police are making our children safer at home and in our neighborhoods. 
And, as recent events have reminded us, we need those police every bit as much at our nation's 
schools. Just yesterday, a 14-year-old student shot two people in a Richmond, Virginia high 

.. school. They're expected to make a full recovery, I'm relieved to say. And fortunately, the 
assailant was chased several blocks and apprehended by Ron Brown, a police officer assigned to 
the school. 

Ron Brown was at that school because COPS, our community policing program, helped 
fund his presence there. Our nation needs more Ron Browns. That is why, today, I am directing 
the Attorney General and the Secretary of Education to develop an action plan, and to report back 
to me before the next school year on ways to provide more police for more schools, just as we've 
provided more police for our communities. I ask all the Members of Congress here today, 
members of both parties who have worked with us to strengthen law enforcement in every comer 
of our country, to join in this important effort. A good first step is to support the bill just 
introduced by Congressman Jim Maloney -- to guarantee that funds from our COPS initiative can 
be used to deploy more community police in our communities' schools. Congress should pass 
this bill as a "back-to-school special" for America's children. 

Our nation is grateful for the hard work of our law enforcement officers. Every day, you 
are making our streets and schools safer, our homes more secure, our people more free~ But as 
you ensure that our crime rates drop, the rest of us cannot grow complacent. As parents, as 
teachers, as community and national leaders, we must teach our children right from wrong and 
tum them away from violence. And by working together, we will make this a safer and better 
nation for our children as we stand on the threshold of the new century. 
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This is a time of great progress in our nation. We have the strongest economy in a 
generation; inflation and unemployment are at thirty-year lows. And, we just learned last month 

. that crime dropped in 1997 for an unprecedented sixth year in a row. Violent crime is down by 
i5 percent; murders have dropped by 25 percent. ~ ~ Wt~ ~ · . - ~ 

/f7_,o.~-tv11M-;~~~~a-L~P&e·tt~t+-~,~·(.~~~ 
. \.._. 11'le statistics are encouragmg~ut)roh know·b~r than anyone th~ey are more than ~ 
~ just numbers; our new strategy of fighting crime is making a real difference in the lives and 
:: 17'~ neighborhoods of the American people. You, the law enforcement officers of this nation, ·are ~ n~: 
~-making a real difference. By putting 100,000 more of you on the streets as a part of our V\.CM ~"' 

1'7t" · community policing program, law enforcement officers and ordinary citizens are making UMe. ~ 
powerful partners in preventing and solving crimes. I'm pleased to report thatwe have reached a ~~ . l 
milestone in that effort: ahead of schedule and under budget, we've funded 76,000 of the 100,000 

1 
~ ':~- _ 

community police. And to those of you who are already out there, walking the beat and putting II' ~ 

your lives on the line, America owes you a tremendous debt of gratitude for making this a safer, ~ 1~ ~ 
andfreer,country. f}UA~~~~-~~~ ?Gf~ :vJ~·~;~... 

1'1~ ~ v&-ee . .· . . . l • 

, -n.11rk"?r~~ ~ . · _ S"'-
For five and a half years now,I have been working to m'i:e~ral government a ':fZki c--wu.c, 

genuine partner in the building a better and safer America. A crucial part ?f that effort is making ..; ~hr 
sure law enforcement officers have the tools to do the job. There are few tools more important ~ 

than this one-- a bulletproof vest. [hold up vest?] Over the past decade,body armor has saved 
the lives of more than 2,000 officers. The FBI has estimated that the risk of a gun-related fatality 
is 14 times higher for an office~ who does not wear a vest than for an officer who does, 

The line of fire will always be a dangerous place. But today we are making it less 
dangerous for those brave enough to walk that line .. To protect those who protect us all, I am 
proud today to sign the BulletproofVest Partnership Grant Act. Twenty-five percent of state and 
local law enforcement officers do not have the armor to protect them in iife-threatening 
situations; and this legislation will help state ap.d local police departments provide bulletproof 
vests for those officers. This is a critical investment in the safety of men and women whose lives 
are on the line every day. 

Protecting Americans from crime is, as you well know, dangerous work. Sometimes, an 
officer makes the. ultimate sacrifice-- of his or her life. We will continue to do everything. in our 
power to prevent that from happening,.and bulletproof vests are an important part of that . 
responsibility. But when an officer is killed in the line of duty, we have a further responsibility-



.... ' .. ..,, 

- to the families and children they leave behind. To honor those lives lost and those who remain, 
I am: also signing the Care for Police Survivors Act; sponsored by Congressman McCollum, 
which supports counseling for families who have lost a loved one in the line of duty. Last fall, I 
proposed to help provide college scholarships for the children of slain officers, and I again call 
on Congress to make that important tribute to those who protect all America's children. 

Together, we have made great progress in protecting the most vulnerable Americans -­
our children. But there is more we must do. Recent events have reminded us of the pain that 
school violence can bring to Ameqcan communities. Last weekend, I was in Springfield, 
Oregon, and joined with a community struggling to recover from such a terrible tragedy. So to 
all the Members of Congress here today, to all who have worked with us on a bipartisan basis to 
strengthen law enforcement in every comer of our country, I call on you to join in this effort to 
make our schools safer for our children. I urge you to support the bill proposed by Congressman 
James Maloney, amending the Crime Bill to provide more police for more schools, andto help 
them work as partners to keep our kids safe from guns and drugs. It is a good bill, and I strongly 
support it. 

America is grateful for the work our law enforcement officers are doing. Every day, you 
are making our streets and schools safer, our homes more secure, our people more free. But even 
as our crime rates drop, the rest of us ~ust never grow complacent. As parents, as teachers, as 
community andnationalleaders, we must teach our children right from wrong and tum them 
away from violence. And by working together, we will make this a safer and better nation for 
our children: as we stand on the threshold of the 21st century. 

2 
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legislation to make college schqlarships available to the children of state and local ~ 

law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty/ 
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· C<ilrsgar,tmat§IW•0t~ifil~~~~f~f·i~ Grants will fund upto half ·of the 
cost of the vest, with state and local governments responsible for the 
remaining costs. reJ;i ~ · .iTir.\'i;l!l"''"""'""'i!:""''"'·+-~ 

Fighting for {~~}g€J:eiSJJil~l'a'?.'~b~ for the Children of Slain Officers .. In . 
remembrance of the families of those officers who have paid the ultimate 
sacrifice, in 1996, President Clinton signed legislation to provide college 
scholarships for the children and spouses of federal law enforcement officers 

~f.:_ who a~e killed i'\1~~Jkr1e -~~ duty. _ li'WE~~--~~~.!i<l>.!i'JI? · . 
I'£AIV ·~~@li~so.:!le·@JSI~tJ<Dn~to extend these educational 6enef1ts of up to 

()J.f/JJ~ ~ $4,848 per year to the dependents of slain state and local law enforcement 
\Ju>t- 0~. officers. 
lU.~~-;~~~e; 

J Continuing to Put More Police on Our Streets 
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• The President will announce that $29.5 
million in grants will be released to X local and state law enforcement 
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Record Type: Record · 

To: Jeffrey A. Shesoi/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Some small changes 

Jeff: 

Some more minor changes ... also we're trying to get a hold of the officer mentioned in the 
speech and may still find a way to include him tomorrow ... and Rahm may still want to mention 
a WH Summit on cops/schools/safety ... though I'm not sure if he/others will continue to push 
for this ... jc3 

1. I suggest changing the penultimate line in paragraph two as follows -- "I'm pleased to report 
that today we're awarding grants to another 73 police departments to hire nearly 400 more 
officers. We've now help fund more than 76,000 more police officers." I think we need to 
mention the new grants in the speech. 

2. Change the second sentence in the penultimate paragraph to read -- "That is why today, I 
am asking the AG and Secretary of Ed to report back to me before the start of the school year 
on ways to provide more police for· our schools, just as we have provided more police for our 
communities." Rahm didn't want to "direct" twice in one week. 

3. Insert after " ... join in this important effort" -- "The COPS office has already funded hundreds 
of police to work in and near schools, but we should do more. A good next step ... " DOJ 

·.doesn't want it to look like they've done nothing to· date on this issue. 

Do these work for you? 

.~'?iRMA£; 
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To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc: 
Subject: NBC Meet The Press, June 14, 1998 

NBC MEET THE PRESS 
Aired on JUNE 14, 1998 

Charlton Heston President, National Rifle Associationinterviewed on Nbc Meet the Press 

SPEAKERS: TIM RUSSERT, HOST, NBC MEET THE PRESS 
CHARLTON HESTON, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL RIFLE 
ASSOCIATION 
RAHM EMANUEL, SENIOR WHITE HOUSE ADVISER 
GARY BAUER, PRESIDENT, FAMILY RESEARCH COUNCIL 
U.S. SENATOR MAX BAUCUS (D-MT) 
RUSSER.T: Welcome again to MEET THE PRESS. Our issues this Sunday morning: the National 

Rifle Association has a new leader, and he's talking tough. 
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 
HESTON: Mr.Clinton, America doesn't trust you with our 21-year-old daughters-- &l/8 

APPLAUSE&3/8 -- and we sure, Lord, don't trust you with our guns! 
· (END VIDEO CLIP) 

RUSSERT: Our guest, Charlton Heston. And what does the White House have in store for the 
NRA? We'll ask the senior adviser to the president, Rahm Emanuel. And we'll get the very latest 
Clinton White House view on charges that Ken Starr has leaked sensitive information, on the fate of 
the. tobacco bill, and the president's trip to China. And as he prepares to visit Beijing, strong charges he 
has abandoned human rights, and even compromised national security. Should the president even go 
to China? ''No" says outspoken conservative Gary Bauer. ''Yes" says Democratic Senator Max 
Baucus. Bauer versus Baucus, a debate about American values. And in our roundtable: are there shades 
of Watergate in the legal battle between Bill Clinton and Ken Starr? We'll ask Bob Woodward of the 
Washington Post. And Monica Lewinsky poses for Vanity Fair-- and poses and poses and poses-- but 
will she make a deal for immunity? Insights and analysis from AI Hunt of the Wall Street Journal, 
Michael lsikoff of Newsweek, and Lisa Myers of NBC News. But first the president's senior adviser 
Rahm Emanuel; Mr. Emanuel, welcome. 

EMANUEL: Thank you, tim . 
. RUSSERT: As you know, a new mazine is out today, Content, making some allegations that Ken 

Starr has ackn.owledged that he sat down and briefed reporters, and his top deputy talked to reporters 
as well. We talked to Mr. Starr this morning as he was leaving his house. Let's take a look at his 
comments: 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 
KENNETH STARR, WHITEWATER SPECIAL·COUNSEL: Our statement indicates that we have 

not violated 6-E, and that we're living up to our professional responsibilities. 
REPORTER: Can you reiterate your statement for us on camera? 
STARR: No, our statement speaks for itself, and .... we're going on about our work. I'm offto church. 

See you later · 



(END VIDEO CLIP) 
RUSSERT: Mr. Starr's reference to 6-E is a Federal statute that prohibits prosecutors from revealing 

information from.agrand jury. ·what he said to the writer in Content magazine is that he was simply 
backgrounding reporters; sharing information before it was part of a grand jury proceeding, and, 
therefore, entirely legal, entirely ethical. What is the white house response this morning? . 

EMANUEL: I think this article, and S.teven Brill's interview and the thoroughness of this article -­
this is a bombshell. It is grave, and it is very serious. And it is now a cloud that hangs over the office of 
the independent counsel; and literally hangs on the' legitimacy of that office on the ·met.l)ods and 
motives, as in tactics 

and techniques and the way that office is conducted, and anything short o( an independent 
investigation to get to the thorough of this,because the American people will want it, they need it, and 
they will demand it, and the needs to be and ought to be, because of the seriousness of these charges, 
there ought to be an independent investigation. 

RUSSERT: Who should conduct thatindependent investigation? 
EMANUEL: That's something, obviously, the justice department and Mr. Starr and this panel of 

judges will review. That's not for us to say. That these charges are so serious, and they go right to the 
heart of the legitimacy of the 'office and the way it's been conducted and the way he conducted the 
investigation and the methods and motives that he has literally embodied, that they have now -- this 
cloud exists over that office, and until that's cleared up that cloud will literally stay over the office and 
also over Ken Sta,rr. . 

RUSSERT: Will the president now consider. asking Janet Reno to fire Ken Starr? 
EMANUEL: Tim, I'm going to do something that Ken Starr has never done. I'm not going to pass 

judgment before the facts. They need to have an independent investigation, they ought to have an 
independent investigation to make any judgment prior to that would be wrong, and you should not 
judge that until -- I think this is very serious, it's a bombshell, and it's very grave. After that 
investigation, yoli can make judgments. . · 
RUSSERT~ Has anyone at the White House ever leaked or talked about depositions or grand jury 

proceedings with any reporter? 
EMANUEL: Not to i:ny knowledge, anyway. I also think,. Tim, that at this. point, there is no 

relevancy, given that'Mr. Starr has the subpoena power and the office and responsibility of the 
independent counsel; and is bound by a court in how he's supposed to conduct himself as well as by 
the procedures recommended by the Justice Department. He has secret information, and there is no 
legal or moral equivalency. To my knowledge, nobody in the White House has done that. 

RUSSERT: When Kathleen Willey accused the president of groping her, and appeared on '' 60 
Minutes", the next day the White House flooded the media with telephone logs and letters from Ms. 
Willey, all of which I assume are part of the grand jury proceeding. Was that not a leak? 

EMANUEL: What we did is provide information available to the press that we think gave a full 
context to that relationship, and that context is of Ms. Willey when she worked at the White House, 
and we made that.information availa:ble. And that was not a leak: a leak is something else. We were 
quite open about what we were doing. 

RUSSERT: Will we have similar information provided that would give context to his relationship 
with Monica Lewinsky? 

EMANUEL: Tim, in that situation, as long as this office is going on in this investigation being 
headed by Mr. Starr and how he's conducting this investigation: we have a legalsituation, the legal 
situation and context will determine our actions. We make those decisions in the full knowledge of 
what's going on in this office of the independent count. · 

RUSSERT: Finally, it has been reported that six times, the independent counsel has requested that 
President Clinton come to the grand jury and testify under oath; six times the president has refused to 
testify. Why won't the president testify under oath before the grand jury? 

EMANUEL: Tim, as you know, the president's attorney, Dave Kendall, handles that matter. He has 



handled in the past, he h~ndle it in the future. To my l~owledge, he's in discussions with ·the office of ., 
the independent counsel. . . . . ' . . 

RUSSERT: Do you. believe the president has. an obligation to testify before th~ grand jury, like any 
over American citizen? · · 

EMANUEL: (think these decisiqns about _how we go, forward is handled by Dave Kendall, and Dave 
Kendall will make the recommendations about how to proceed. He has handle it in the past and he'll 
handle it ·in the future. 

RUSSERT: If I could ask you to stay right here with us, I now want to introduce _the new president 
of the NRA, Charlton Heston. We're goi~g to talk about the mission of the NRA. Goo'd morning, sir. 

· Mr: Heston, good morning. . · . . . · 
HESTON:. Good morning. Good morning, Mr .. Russert. 
RUSSERT: You have said that you want to bring the NRA back from the fringe of American life. 

What does that mean? · · · · · . . 
• HESTON: I think we want to return the NRA to .the mainstream of American life, and I think we 
can do that. I think ;,.;e can restore the ~eputation the NRA has had for 120-some years, and over the 

. past ten years, we have in effect been demonized and I'd like to stop that. We've had internal dissent 
that has been entirely_.dealt with now, and I'm looldf\g forwa.rd to a successful effort. . . 

RUSSERT: Let me raise two issues that are very popular with mainstream America: one, mandatory 
trigger lo~gttns, s,o th'at.ldds would have a very h~rd time using them if they came across them. 
{~illtfiFNRA now SUf2J2'0ntmandatO!)': trigger locks on guns?3] . · . · · 
. cr.I'E§>TPt'JTI'm in favor of trigger locks:iThe only pro~lem with trigger locks is that, as every package 
of the various brands that are sold says on the outside, do not put this trigger lock on a loaded weapon: 
it might go off. So then you've got to take the ammunition p~t of the gun before. the put _the trigger_. 
lock on, and then you don't need the trigger lock, .. beciuse h.'s ·empty, right? Actually, no group in the 
country does more to promote child. safety with f~rearms. . · 
(i&W'S®ER'F~Sfu'Th~N~J2Ut-:;tlili1t\jR~,\Will··now:~.uEp,i:?rt:;JegiJJ~i.ti~W.hich-~ll-;maJ1.~ate-trigg~r~l0(Cks0 
OJ1_g\i.T:lS.?_:_ll . . . · . . . ·. . . . · · · 
CFIES'ifJ~N: 'We!r:~JY!i/favorof •trigget.)ocks, 'but,thq'rereallyno:f~j]C~fi5filie r~ason [j~st;:-; . 
\QOiritetl"<::>_uLt:o~you.~ .. . · · · : · . . · . · · 

RUSSERT: Let me raise another issue. As you know,:.in. November, there will be an instant check 
conducted by the FBI. Anyone who wants to buy a gun: will ~have to :be given. approval, thei~ 
background will be checked by the FBI computer system. The NRA _is now opposing the establishmen~ 
and funding of that system: why? 

HESTON: We have, from the beginning, back when they were passing the "Brady Bill --.which didn't 
do much good-- the NRA said "What you must do ,is use, like, a credit card, and if you're proven to 
have a clean, no felony record, then you're allowed to buy the gun." W~ich is in essence what the FBI 
plans to do. The only problem is- they plan, also, to charge, ~ think it's $3.0. Now, I don't approve of 
that. · · · · 

RUSSERT: Well, in order t~ conduct the inves~igation and to pay for the co~puters, the FBI wants 
to charge about $15 per application, similar to someone. who wanted.to register an automobile. Why 
not allow the FBI to do their work with that modest fee? 

HESTON: It's not a big issue there, but certainly they should have dqne this 10 or 15 years ago, 
which is what we recommended from the beginning. Having a check with, like, a credit card. 

RUSSERT: Does the NRAbelieve that every American should have·access to an AK-47? 
HESTON: I don't like AK-47s, but I don!t have to like them to defend an American citizen's right to 

own one; just as I don't have to like Louis Farrakhan to a sp'ort his First Amendment rights to speak 
· out as he wants; just because I don't have to lil(e Jerry Springer, for the same reason. The Bill of Rights 
supports freedom of speech, freedom of religion and the free_dom to own firearms. 

RUSSERT:'Whatuse would an AK-47 be to anyone, other than to ldlLpeople? 
HESTON: J:s I told you, I don't like AK-4 7 s: they a~e a fu~ly automatic weapon; they were 

··.' 

,,··. 

··! 



manufactured and developed in the Soviet Union. They mostly come into this country smuggled in 
from China. I think it's not a good thing, but there we are, we are still covered by the Second 
Amendment. 

RUSSERT: As you know, Mr. Heston, you've been rather outspoken in your comments. In the clip 
we beg<l:n our program with you said that you would not trust -- America should noC.trust their 
21-year-old daughter with President.Clinton. What did you mean by that? 

HESTON: I'll tell you what: I make a· promise. Mr. Emanuel is on the other end of the program. We 
make a promise that I will never say anything bad about the president again if they will give us one 
city, one city in which they actually prosecute felons. We were in Philadelphia. There's a Judge Shapiro 
in Philadelphia who in 18 months released 9,732 criminals without trial. They .went out on 

release, and they committed 79 murders, 90 rapes, 701 burglaries, 959 robberies, I, 113 assaults, 
2,215 drug offenses and 2, 7 48 thefts. Judge Shapiro could hav~ saved at least 79 lives if they'd just put 
those people on trial and in ja.il. As a city -- there's a city iri. Virginia -- Richmond -- that started a plan 
called the exile plan. Cops ~arry this all the time. And 'in less than. a year, they reduced -- they. reduced 
deaths, murders in the city of Richmond by half. We would like to do thatin Philadelphia. The mayor 
of Philadelphia has said he's in favor of it. The leadership of both houses of Congress have said they 
will fund it, and I would like to see that happen .. 

RUSSERT: The mayor of Philadelphia also said he's going to sue gun manufacturers for their 
negligence and creation of a public nuisance. Would you support of mayor of Philadelphia in this suit? 

HESTON: I'm supporting the mayor of Philadelphia in letting --making his prosecutors, allowing 
them, to prosecute criminals. 

RUSSERT: Many have suggested; and you have 'use these words yourself, Mr. Hestori, that there is a 
cultural war going on in America. · · 

HESTON: Yes, that's true . 
RUSSERT: The other day you said ''I suspect there are as many gun users in the Hollywood closet 

·as there are homosexuals." What did that mean? · 
HESTON: Well, it means that there are a lot more people in Hollywood, in the Hollywood 

community, that own and use firearms than they're willing to say. That's okay. I don't mind that. Just 
. thought it was an .interesting observation. . . . 

RUSSERT: Let me show you and our viewers a clip of a spe~ch you gave a few months ago, where 
you talked to America about some of your concerns, and then get your reaction about this cultural war 
and your role in it. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 
HESTON: Mainstream America is depending on you, counting on you, to draw your sword and fight 

for them. These people have precious little time, all resources, to battle mi~guided Cinderella attitudes. 
The fringe propaganda of the homosexual coalition, the feminists who preach that it's a divine duty for 
women to hate men. Blacks who raise a militant fist with one hand while they see preference with the 
other. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 
RUSSERT: That's a pretty broad swathe, Mr. ~es~on. Feminist and gays and blacks, and earlier, 

President Clinton. Is the presidency of the NRA an opportunity or forum to talk about this cultural . 
war, or you're going to limit your comments to guns? 

HESTON: No. I think the cultural war is a true war, and I think the gradual· fraying of the whole 
culture of the country is very . . 

distressing. I share with Bill Bennett and many others those concerns. I don't think we should be . 
broken up into little enclaves, gypsy camps, each with its own agenda, like a Vulcan nation, for 
heaven's sake. We are supposed to be one nation united.That's the way the country was invented, and 
that's the way I'd like to see it happen .again, and I think if can. 

RUSSERT: Charlton Heston, we thank you very much for joining us on this Sunday morning. 
HESTON: Thank you, Mr. Russert. · · 



RUSSERT: Rahm Emanuel; you just heard a challenge from Charlton Heston, the new president of 
the NRA. Will the president designat~ one city as an area -- a laboratory, if you will -- to enforce all · · 
laws against people who carry guns and use guns and bring peopleto justice? 

EMANUEL: Tim, there is a city that's working. It's called Boston. In three years -- and until recently, 
in fact, for two and ·· · 
a half yea~s --'not a single juvenile m~rder with a firearm. That social. experiment that the NRA wants : 
has occurred .. That city, Boston, is the. model the president's has used for his juvenile legislation that's 
pending in front of Congress. It includes im extension of the Brady Bill to juveniles, which the NRA 
leadership has opposed. · 

RUSSERT: Will you expand it tci Philadelphia? 
EMANUEL: One of the things we're trying to do; is get the national legislation to every city. It's a 

comprehensive approach, Operation Cease Fire. Operation Night Light. It involves police, law 
enforcement, preachers, teenagers, schoolteachers, principals, parents, in a comprehensive approach 
from guns to gangs, arid it cracks down ~n that effort. That's basis of the president's national legislation: 
Every effort, at every step of the way, whether it's been the Brady Bill, whether it's been the extension 
of the Brady Bill, whether it's been the assault weapon ban, whether it's been the ban on imP-orts from 
foreign countries; whether it's a ·child safetx lock which is new,{ilow.!lillii'~dKb~RA:::wl:i!Rts~.tb"supp.or_tl 
{cnila~lock,, ·and.we~ll-take.them.up_and.hopefully_thex'll:mal~that induded]nthejuvenilO 
r~egisl~onwe w_ant to_pas$:;:15ecauseit!s.:P-artof our legisTati"Q!DTo date the NRA's opposed us on that, 
every step of the way, these laws are on the books because the president of the United States, and the 
courage with the handgun control and law enforcement agencies in the country, have made these laws 
over the opposition of the NRA leadership.(.A1'td;~I~:~J~~e~i:~·:pewants ,to\p>"al]1iicipatein p~sJ!ng lliaO 

\E·~P.I~Ii~~s.~e·j:tiVe:r.lil&legi~latio.Q, so ~e;·:no:W.:vvould.have a~.jtlveniile Brad)' Bill'on the books. J ) ~~ 
ROSSERT: So the. White House will have af). all-out push for mandatory· safety locks on gun triggers? ~-.tee 
EMANUEL: As you well know, Tim, the person has put that at the center of the juvenile legislation ~ 

was President Clinton, in concert with eve!):law enforcen:tent agency in this country, and~~f®'~lj? ~ 
<:t~"'fff5'f.Cel~u~i't;t·:~ffl(!:e'fs in ili!~ (i~uritW-, as~:a. rriodel; .FBI, ATF:apdo~navecnila"Sifety locks on "·I 
@i---elr guns. ~ · · 6or: 

RUSSERT: The Brady law will expi_r~ sunset in November. ~ t:tt...ec.hJ..e 
EMANUEL: November. · · · · . To .(.eJ.. 
RUSSERT: The FBI will begin its insta~t check. Many.people are concerned that the instant check ~~ 

system will not be in place or as comprehensive. as it should be, and, th~refore, are recommending that ~~ 
the Brady law, a five-day waiting period between when you purchase a gun and when you actually take J..~ID 
possession, should be kept in place and extended .. Would the president extend·the Brady law?. ~~" 

EMANUEL: Right. One of the things, Tim, that we believe in, and .. . . 1 ...._ ;"'.Nt 
lJhink that-- the Justice Department has done a good job in the data collection to make the instant · LN~ 
check work. I think.ifyou look at the facts, and I have, with the Justice Department, there is a good ·t.) OU..: 
common sense to the five-day cooling off period. Why? 20 percent, based on police research, 2 percent . V'f!(. 
of the gun~ purchased that are used in murder are purchased within the week of the. murder; The · · ~ 
five-day waiting period was established for a c~oling-off period for crimes of passion. I think it's done a M ~--
good job, and, in fact, an ef.fecti. ·ve job over the last four years the Brady Bill's be~n on the books, that ~ 
five-day waiting period. Now, to give you one oth~r -- · ~ ~ 

RUSSERT: Will the president push then for an extension of the Brady Bill? ~·t£ 
EMANUEL: We think the coolin.g-off period is very, very important. \ft(: 
RUSSERT: So you're going to go tb Congress and ask th~t the Brady Bill be extended? ~k 
EMANUEL Right. That the cooling-offperiod piece of it, the' five-day waiting period, be a part of · · 

th~ . . . . 

RUSSERT: How about legislation which would say you only can buy one gun per month, and that.·· 
there bea national handgun ID, an idea by. Congressman Chuck Schum~r ... ? 

EMANUEL: I think this president has --I think in '68 was the last time prior to the president, that· 



the nation p~ssed any gun control laws, and under his watch we've passed the Brady Bill, the assault 
weapon ban, and the extension ofthe Brady Bill to domestic violence offenders. 

RUSSERT: But will you push for one gun per month? 
EMANUEL: What we want to push, as I just said, and having done an effective job of passing 

legislation, we believe the priority should be a child safety lock on every handgun sold in America; on 
extending the Brady Bill.to juvenile offenders. We think those are one of the things we want to get 

. done immediately. The other things we are looking at is a parental responsibility act. We're reviewing 
that now. 

RUSSERT: But you want to keep the five-day cooling off period in effect? 
EMANUEL: Right We think that's a pfiority, because it has worked effectively. 
RUSSERT: What did you think about Mr. Heston's comments about the president not. being trusted 

with 21-year-old daughters, and his other comments about gays and blacks and women? 
EMANUEL: Well, Tim, the president's chosen over the last six years, and when he announced he 

was running, the battlefield of ideas, not the battlefield of insults. Our differences with the NRA 
leadership over the Brady Bill, the assault weapon ban, child safety lock, disrupting drug trafficking: we 
have honest-to-good differences in those areas. In every one of those laws that are now 
a part of the books, and that have helped this country with 300,000 less felons and fugitives getting 
access to handguns is because of the president, law enforcement officers and courageous members of 
Congress. In December, Charlton Heston was awarded with the Kennedy honors, and he was received 
at the White House, and the president was very gracious in his remarks, as Mr. Heston knows, towards 
Mr. Heston. And I think Mr. Heston -- and that's a sign of character. I think Mr. Heston understand 
this is the president of the United States. He can have his differences about the policies we put in 
place, but I think the area of personal insults is not the place when we have real concerns about 
fighting crime. The president showed his graciousness, regardless the differences on policy, and think 
he's owed the same. 

RUSSERT: Let me turn to the issue of tobacco. Will there be a .comprehensive tobacco bill passed 
this year, which would focus on teenage smoking? 

EMANUEL: That is principle number one. The president's outlined in the last principle, .as a 
comprehensive tobacco legislation that, in fact,.cuts down on teen smoking and saves 1 million lives. 
We believe that's possible: we are pushing very hard and we believe members of Congress, as they vote, 
will vote like parents and not politicians and will, in fact, pass legislation that does exactly that? 

RUSSERT: So you're confident there will be a tobacco Nil passed? 
EMANUEL: We're going to push that very hard. I think though, and I'll say this Tim, I think as 

members look at this, they will see a piece of legislation that saves 1 million lives. I have no doubt, as 
you know, we're both veterans of the political process, there's · 
a lot of money being spent to stop that law from happening. 

RUSSERT: Newt Gingrich has said' 'I(s dead in the House." . 
EMANUEL: I think people will look at this. They will look to see and they'll make a choice: $12 

million in contributions, a million lives. And I have enough confidence in the members of Congress, 
they'll pick a million lives to save, of teenagers and,kids. 

RUSSERT: Before we go: as you know, the president of the United States is going to China, to 
Tiananmen Square, where nine years ago thousands of young Chinese students were killed, protesting 
in favor of democracy. Let me show you a clip of then-Governor Clinton talking about then-President 
Bush and his China policy. 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 
WILLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES (in 1992): When China cracked 

down on pro-democracy demonstrators, exported advance weapons to radical regimes, and suppressed 
Tibet, this administration and this president failed to stand up for our values. Instead, he sent secret 
emissaries to China, signaling we would do business as usual with those who murdered freedom in 
Tiananmen Square. 



(END VIDEO CLIP) . . 
RUSSERT: What a difference six years makes. The Chinese are still cracking down on democracy, 

still trading nuclear weapons, still not recognized the freedom of Tibet. Exactly what Governor 
Clinton, candidate Clinton denounced George Bush for, and now he's journeying to Tiananmeri Square 
and· toasting the Chinese leadership. . 

EMANUEL: Tim, the president's policy and goals are the same: more open and stable·China that 
acts responsibly and in accordance with its international· status. That goal fs the same. H,e has changed· 
his approach, one to principle engagement, and we've made progress in the areas of human rights, 
we've made progress in the area of the rule of law, we've made progress with in the areas of arms 
control, we've made progress with China in the area of security, and the president's policy is one of 
principal engagement to make sure that China continues to push on all those fronts. As the president 
showed in the press conference that he held here when the Chinese premier was with him, and as I 
think NBC reported, he was unusually frank and blunt. You can be respectful of the Chinese, but firm, 
and the president told the Chinese publicly as well as privately, thatwhen it came toTiananmen 
Square and their crackdown on human rights, they're on the wrong side of history. 

RUSSERT: Will he be frank and blunt-- in China -- about human rights and about illegal Chinese 
campaign contributions? . 

EMANUEL: The president of the United States, as you saw, when he was here in China and you 
·reported on NBC, he was quite bluntand frank, and I think that you can be both respectful, but 
forceful. And the president will be, as he. has been. 

RUSSERT: Will he meet with pro-democracy Chinese dissidents while in China? 
EMANUEL: As the schedule is getting finalized, he's going to be meeting with a number of people, 

and people from a broad perspective in China,.and from diverse backgrounds, and be meeting with a 
number of people. 

RUSSERT: Dissidents? 
EMANUEL: Well, dissidents is a category; that's all being finalized. He'll be meeting with a number 

of people from across China who have diverse backgrounds. 
RUSSERT: Will he insist the Chinese stop focusing launching, in launch mode, their missiles on the 

United States? · 
EMANUEL: We're making, as you know,-- working very hard on this issue. Whether we'll be. able to 

get it in time for the trip, I'm not sure. But it is a priority of ours and something we're working very 
hard on. 

RUSSERT: Rahm Emanuel, we thank you for joining us on MEET THE PRESS. Coming up next, 
conservative Gary Bauer, Democratic Senator Max Baucus debate: should President Clinton go to 
China? And in our roundtable: Ken Starr charged with illegal leaks. We'll get the very latest from our 
roundtable. 

From Our Roundtable. 

RUSSERT: We're back. Gentlemen, welcome. Mr. Bauer, let me start with·¥ou. Should president 
Clinton go to China? 

BAUER: Well, I don't think he should go to China. I certainly don't think he should go to 
Tiananmen Square; But, I tell you, Tim, the bottom line ·here is that this policy is a disaster. It doesn't 
pass the two important tests. It doesn't represent the values of the American people. And it doesn't 
safeguard the security of the United States. 

We've lost our voice in human rights. We didn't even bring it up in Geneva this year. We, you know, 
praised the release of a couple of dissidents and then we ignore the news about forced sterilization, 
slave labor camps, all the rest of it. And on the national security front, China is in the middle of a 
massive military buildup. 

And this is the scandal we ought to talking about. It's being subsidized by the United States, by 



corporations like Lora!, by the things we've seen in recent weeks, Chinese missiles targeted at U.S. 
cities made more accurate by American technology. This is scandalous. The policy's a failure. And it 
needs to be changed. 

RUSSERT: Senator Baucus, should the president go to China? 
BAUCUS: I think he should go. Frankly, for most of the reasons that Gary mentioned. Namely, by 

the president going to China and Tiananmen Square, he can stand up for and represent the views. of 
those -- the dissidents, the prisoners of those in China that feel disenfranchised. In fact, the Chinese 
want the president to go to Tiananmen. 

There's an article recently in The Post outlining all the number of people who spoke freely, without 
fear, gave their n~mes saying the president should come. 

In addition, other countries, our industrialized-country friends in Asia believe that the president · 
should go. The Dalai Lama thinks the president should go. Reverend Billy Graham thinks the 
president should go. It's because -- it's an opportunity for the president to press the issues that are so 
important to the American people that is, better treatment of political prisoners. 

In fact, tl1ere's great progress there. There are fewer political prisoners today than they were several 
years. ago. There's great progress. It's an opportunity for the president to build on that 

progress. After all, the United States and China in the next century will probably be the two greatest 
nations in dealing With each other. It's going to be a very, very important relatio'nship that we have 
between our two countries. And I think it's important for us to get that relationship right, go to China, 
work on the talks and all the areas that are so important, so we can get progress. 

RUSSERT: What do you think the American public thinks when it sees candidate Clinton six years 
ago lambasting George Bush? I'm talking about' 'the butchers of Beijing" and kowtowing to the 
Chinese for selling it missile technology and not recognizing human rights, and clamping down on 
Tibet. And then his top aide says, ''Well, the president has a different approach." 

Basically he has the same polic~ as George Bush, which he denounced six years ago trying to get 
elected. 

BAUCUS:.Well, to be candid, I think president learned. It often happens that the candidates say a 
lot when not in office, not realizing the complexities of the job and the realities of the job. And once 
they get into office, they realize it's much more complex and the realities are much different. And I 
think -- and also, as time goes on, for example, right now, we're in a period of time where there's 
tremendous economic instability in Asia, a tremendous pressure on China to devalue its currency, on 
Hong Kong to devalue, as the Japanese yen goes down. 

And if the United States, today, were to snub China, a key player, and not grant trading 
relationships with China, that would have the very serious potential consequence of additional 
instability in not only Asia, but the world. So that the times and the realities right now indicate it 
makes sense to negotiate with China over all these matters. 

RUSSERT: Mr. Bauer? 
BAUER: Tim, thi~ policy is a disaster. The only pl<ice I.hear the arguments that the Senator is 

making this morning is here in Washington DC, among the political elite, among the foreign policy 
elite. l'v.e been trailing all over the country. The American people are deeply disturbed by this policy. 
The one -- one of the few things the president had right back in 1992 was his criticism of George 
Bush's policy on China. 

What's happened since then is that the president's fallen prey to this lobbying from a lot of large 
. corporations that want to make . 
a fast buck in China. It is not true that the Chinese people want the president to go to Tiananmen 
Square. You don't look a:t what the Chinese in China are saying. Look at what the Chinese that have 
gotten out of Chinaare saying. Harry \1\{u,'Wai (ph) and others. 

They appeared with me a couple weeks ago, with Nancy Pelosi and other leading Democrats, to 
suggest that the president to go to Tiananmen Square was to legitimate what had happened in that 
.square nine years ago. It's a terri~le mistake. And this policy is detrimental to the interests of the 



. ' ~ -

United States. 
RUSSERT: And yet Sydney Jones from Human Rights Watch told Joe IGein· and The New Yorker 

magazine that, ''There's been a considerable loosening of control in terms of free speech. in China." 
. BAUER: We've heard testimony before the Congress this week of women iri China who are forced to 
register with local clinics to be checked every couple of months to make sure they're not pregnant, that 

·are forcibly sterilized and aborted if they happen to have rriore than one child. This is the conduct not 
of a civilized nation, but of a rogue nation. · 

We watched a few weeks ago while I~dia ~~d Pakistan began a new aims race in the subcontinent of 
Asia. Why did that race take place?Pa:kistan thanked China for their technological assistance before 
exploding that atoJTlic bomb. Our policy is making the world more dangerous: It's failing all the basic 
ways you measure a good American policy. · . 

You know, Senator Baucus understood these things when the issue was South Africa. 'Ne knew our 
··policy towards South Africa ignored American values. There was a nation that discriminated against its 

own people because of race. And yet on China, we seem to be turning . . 
·a blind eye to the conditions we all know exist. I think it's .!l tragedy, and I'm going·to do everything I 
can to turn this policy around. . . . . 

RUSSERT: Senator Baucus, if president Clinton goes to China; Rahm Emanuel said he'll be firm. 
What does he have to say in China... · · · · 
. BAUCUS: Well first... . . . 

RUSSERT: ... to reassure the American people that he is going to press. the Chinese on human rights 
and find out whether they tried to influence our. political campaigns? · 
· BAUCUS: Well, first of all, I think the forced abortion is absolutely reprehensible. We have no place . 
for forced abortions. The real question is, how do we best influence Chinese policy? By not going? By 
snubbing them? Or by going·and making the point very firmly that that's not the right kind of practice. 

RUSSERT: Do you expect the president to give a tough speech in China? . . 
BAUCUS: I expect the president to give a,toughspeech in several locations. I don't know where it is 

. going to be, whether it's at Tiananmen Square itself, qr at the university, ~r where. But I --privately 
and publicly. Also, it is the people in China that asking the president to come. Wan Dong (ph) for. 
example, very famous dissident exiled in the United States, wants the president to go over. 

And then South Africa; that's a totally separate case. That's where many countries of the world 
joined together to encourage South Africa to... · . 

RUSSERT: Mr. Bauer, let me ask you this. Many people who support the engagement of China say 
that, ''Look at Russia and look at Cuba. We engaged the Soviet Union.and communism was torn 
down." · ·· 

BAUER: Right. 
RUSSERT: And there is some democracy now in Russia because of our engagement: We did not 

engage· Cuba, and that continues to be a communist state. . . . 
BAUER: Tim, I'm all for engagement. This false dichotomy the president presents and others present 

that some of us want isolationism af\d others want engagement is totally'off the mark. The question is 
. --what are the·terms·of engagement? Ronald Reagan.engaged the Soviet Union by always bringing up 

human rights, by always_ making America's security interest our number one concern. · 
That's not the policy we have toward China. Our policy towa~d China is all carrot and no stick. Our 

desire to get into that marketplace, which, by the way, they won't let us.do. I mean, they're shipping 
billions of dollars of goods into the United States, while keeping our goods out. Our desire to get into 
that m~rketplace is changing us. It's making us forget our most deeply held values. 

And I think over the long term, the American people will not support it. One final point. Does 
anybody think if people gathered in Tiananmen Square today to protest any policy of the Chinese 
government, that the outcome would be different than nine years ago? They would be shot down agaif\ 
today.· · 

RUSSERT: Senator Baucus, do you agree with that? 



. . ~ 

BAUCUS: No, I don't agree with that, I think, you'll find when the president is in Tiananmen, there 
will be forms of protest, whether they're banners or something. And I think we've made tremendous 
progress. And that's the key point here. Tremendous progress over the last 10 years the United States 
has made with China. 

And secondly, by engaging China, not isolating-- Gary says his policy is not isolation, it's truly· 
isolation. But, if we do not isolate, we can then help China to solve the problems in Korea, help China 
with America solve the problems in India and Pakistan, T_aiwan Strait, encourage China not to devalue 
their currency. It is so important that the president go to work on these problems. 

RUSSERT: To be continued. Gary Bauer, Max Baucus, thanks very much for joining us on this 
Sunday morning. 

BAUCUS: Thank you. 
BAUER: Thank you, Tim. 
END 
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· President Clinton and America's Police: 

Building Stronger, Safer Communities Together 

A. Strategy Tt'Jat Works: 

Crime rates have dropped for· five straight years. Before President Clinton took 
office, violent crime was increasing in America. The President's anti-crime 
strategy has helped reverse this trend -- and violent crime has now dropped five 
years in a row. In .tact, the number of murders fell an historic 9% in 1996, while: 

·. .. violent crime decreased ·6%. · 

A Record of Accomplishment: 

Putting 100,000 new community police on our streets. President Clinton promised 
to put 100,000 new community police officers on the street to protect our . 
communities, increasing our nation's police force by nearly 20 percent. Since 
passage of the Presid.ent's 1994 anti-crime bill, over 73.,000 of these officers have 
been funded. 

Protecting law enforcement from deadly' assault weap~ns. Be.cause ·criminals 
should never outgun law enforcement offi_cers, the Presi.dent's 1994 anti-crime bill 
banned 19 of the deadli.est cop-killing assault weapons. The President banned guns 
like the Uzi, which are the weapons of choice for drug qealers and gangs. 

Preventing c.riminals from buying handguns. In 1993, the President signed the 
Brady Bill. Since its passage, over 250,000 stalkers, fugitives and felons have 
been prevented from buying ·gu~s. That means fewer guns on our streets and safer 
streets for our officers. · 

· Giving the police the tools they need to fight crime. President Clinton has 
strengthened efforts to clamp down on illicit gun markets, by implementing the · 
Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative in selected cities across the country. 
Through this initiative, law enforcement will trace all guns used in crime that are 
seized by Federal, State, and local.law .en.forcement officers, and work with that 
trace information to help identify illegal gun traffickers. By analyzing patterns of 
gun trafficking that exist in an area, our' police officers can more .effectively t·arget 
illegal gun traffickers for prosecution, particularly those who put guns into the 
hands of our nation's young people. .. · 

Leading a national effort on child safety locks. Th~ President 'proposed legislation 
to require federal gun dealers to provide child safety locks with every gun sold, and 
directed all federal agencies to provide these safety locking devices for all handguns 
issued to federal law enforcement officers. And because of the President's · 
leadership, 8 major gun manufacturers are announcing their support for providing 
child safety. devices '!'lith ~II of thei.r handguns. · · · 
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To: Jordan Tamagni/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: are you going to be able to write Tuesday's crime event? 

If you go on the trip (I haven't heard anything) you won't get back until Sunday, I imagine. 
although maybe you could fly commercially from Portland on Sat. afternoon. 

Anyway, under the guidelines you'd have to be done w/ the speech by Monday at 2:00. would 
that be possible? 

I just attended the meeting on the event. It's a total Rahm deal with 2 bills, one gives more money 
to families of slain cops, the other gives money for bullet proof vests. the Police Chief from· 

"'Springfield VERMONT will speak (she tells the story of how her dept. has to have charity events to 
raise money for their own vests.) the AG might speak and possibly the legislative sponsors (Leahy 
Ts one, hence the Vermont woman.) ..Y,E.is also on it. 

so it is a short, radio address length speech for POTUS. It would work out well if you could do it, 
but it might oe too much. 

Lowell is writing monday's event. Jeff has the broncos remarks (not that that should take so much 
time ... ) 

let's discuss. 
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SCHEDULING REQUEST 

ACCEPT __ __;REGRET 

TO: Stephanie Streett 

MAY 26, 1998 
j~' 

. Assistant to the President and Director of Scheduling 

FROM: Larry Stein 
Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs 

REQUEST: · To host a bill signing ceremony for S. 1605, Bulletproof Vest Partnership 
Act of 1998 and H.R. 3565, Care for Police Survivors Act of 1998. 

PURPOSE: To highlight these impo,rtant pieces oflegislation. 

BACKGROUND: · S. 1605,.!_3ulletproofPartnership Act of 1998, is a bill to establish a 
matching grant program to help states, units of local government, and 
Indian tribes to purchase armor vests for use by law enforcement officers. 
The primary sponsors a_re Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell (R-CO), Sen. 
Orrin Hatch (R-UT), Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Rep. Peter Visclosky (D­
IN) and Rep. Frank LoBiondo (R-NJ). In addition, thi~ legislation: has over 
300 bipartisan cosp.onsors . .It passed the House by voice vote on May 12, 
1998 and passed the Senate by unanimous consent on May 15, 1998. 

H.R. 3565, Care for Police Survivors Act of 1998, requires the Bureau of 
. Justice Assistance to spend at least $150.000 a year on peer support and 
counseling for families ofslain public safety officers and authorizes funds 
to accelerate disability benefits to families. It is sponsored by Sen. Orrin 

. Hatch (R-UT) and Rep. BilJ McCollum (R-FL). It passed the House by a 
vote of 403-8 on April21, f998 and passed the Senate by voice vote on 
May 15, 1998. · 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION:. None. 

D.ATE &TIME: The week of June 8, 1998 · 

DURATION: TBD 

LOCATION: TBD 

PARTICIPANTS: TBD 



OUTLINE OF 
EVENTS: TBD 

REMARKS 
REQUIRED: , TBD 

.MEDIA: TBD· 

RECOMMENDED 
BY: . Larry Stein 

CONTACT: Elisa Millsap 6-7848 


