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Acknowledgments AG Reno VP Vermont State

Police Captam Mark M Metayer (Meh TAYer) Members of |
Congress representatlves from all the pohce groups here

today

This is a t1me of great progress in our natlon We

| N\Mwmuv)\%mn&,w&@zwj
have the strongest economy in a generatlonj And we _]USt gpartOua

ltearned last mOnth that cr1me dropped-ln' 1997 for a an
| o
unprecedented sixth year In a row. ,\Murders have

dechned by more than 25 percent and overall Vlolent
crime by more than 15 percent. In many whays our'n'ation

v—wml‘\uem ,
is seelng_a return to personal respons1b111ty and respect for

—Q».m&\'LS YR
law. And that makes a real d1fference in the. hves of
'_Amer1cans. Ne1ghborhoods are safer; famthes are more |

secure; Americans have a niew feeling of freedom. -




" There has been much debate in this country about the
S\mm\mw oo mmc&“‘
reasons for the drop in crime. | Hoshevetheretsand
Q\kwwmﬁo\‘lﬂ&wwﬂl@ WN-,Q s&k.u.u.{* %M%uh \»Al(-u‘:

simplereasen-—potee. Across Amerlca you are stepp1ng
- tirgg ot g el

~out of squad cars, Jommg our communltles protectmg our

people To those of you who are out there putt1ng your

lives oh the line, America owes you a tremendous debt of

gratitude And I'm pleased to report that ahead of

| - schedule and under budget we’ve helped fund 76 OOO of
oo st QY Ue By

100,000 communlty pol1ce X rnakmg us all partners in the

- fight aga1nst crime. Just yesterday, in fact local ofﬁc1als

and federal agents swept 1nto one of the most troubled

< 'ne1ghborhoods in Ph11adelph1a as part of Operatlon

Sunr1se Workmg w1th local res1dents they re target1ng

_crime, drugs, even_ grafﬁtl. 1 applaud their efforts and

hope they are replicated elsewhere.




For five years, I have been working to maké the

golvernment_ a partnér in bjuilding a Safer AfneriCa. A
"cruciaAl,part of that effoft 1s making sure poiiée have the
tools to do the jdb'; There are few t.c')olsﬂ more impcirtant

| than a bulletprodf Ves;t,_ Over the'pést decéde,' bbdy armor
has saved the lives of mdr_e than 2,000. ,ofﬁcérs. The-‘FBI
es{timates’the‘ risk of a gunfféiated fatAa,li‘ty is 1'.4 times

| higher for an officer th do‘,és. not weér a vest than er

‘one who does. )

. The line of fi.re will always‘ be a danger(v)us'place. |
But -today we are making it less dénger'ous' fOr th'ose,‘
brave enough to Walk‘that'-lvi.ne. Every .d.ay you protect |
all of us;{now-, there is 'somefhing we can do to ‘help'

protect all of you.




| I'am preud today te sign the Bulletproof Ve_st Partnership | |
‘ Grant Act. TWerrtyéﬁve percent of state and local law |
enforcement efﬁcers do not have the body armor to
protect their hves and this leglslatlon will help pohce "
departments to provide them Wlth Vests This is a critical
investment in the safety of those who have to be in harm S

way.

We are domg everythmg 1n our pewer to make police
work a 11tt1e less dangerous But for any ofﬁcer Who
makes the"ultrmate sa_crrﬁ'ce - of hlS or her life -- we have “
a respensibility to the families‘th'ey' leave behind. That 18
| 4why [ am also signing the Care for Plolice Survivvo.rs’ A’ct; -
which supp.orts counseling for fantilies who have lo.st a

loved one in the line of duty.




Last fall, T proposed to help prov1de college scholarshlps
for the children of slain officers, and I again call on

Taay untien tlucbuagse|
Congress to make that important m&e-@ those who

st Lisu Q\s&u&s‘
% all America’s ch11dren

| Cornrnunity vpolice are making, our children _s-afer in
our neighborhoods and; ae recent events have_rerninded
us, in our sehools. Jusr yesterday, a student shot two
| -people in a Richmond, Virginia high sc’h_ool..They’re
expeeted to make a full reeoifery, I.’rn reliieve'cil to say.
And fortunately, the assailant Was chased several blocks
. and apprehended by Officer Ron Erown. Ofﬁeer Brown";

| please stand andlet us applaudvyour heroic act.




Ofﬁcer Brown Was ass1gned to the school because |
- COPS our commun1ty pohclng program helped put him - -'
there.- The COPS program~1s a Very .good start but our | -
" | natlon needs to do more. That Is Why, today, I am askrng“
the Attorney General and the Secretary of Educatron to
: report back to me before .the start of the school.year on
yvays to proylde more pohce for our schools, just as- \ye
have proV1ded more pohce for our ‘communrtres l
, Congressman J im Maloney'has proposed leglslatron.‘to do
| ju‘st that, and 1 ur'ge' Congress to pass this bill as a “back- “

to-school special” for America’s children.

- America is grateful for the hard work of our police.
- Every day, you ‘make our streetsand s‘éhOols safer,our =

homes more secure; our people more free. - -




Still, you cannot do it alone. All of us, as parents and
leader..s, -fnust_teach our Children right from“’vs.(vro'ng and
turn therﬁ away ffom violence. By :wc.)r.king together, we
will make this a safer énd better n.ati.on for our childfeﬁ 1n |

~ the 21st century.
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THE PRESIDENT Captain, thank you very much for your remarks and even
more for your service. | think it's fair to say that everyone in America
followed the harrowing trail that you were part of just a few months ago and
grieved the loss of those two troopers and the others who were killed. And we
thank you for your presence here

Thank you, Mr. Vice President, for all the work you've done over the
last five and a half years. And thank you, Attorney General Reno, for doing-a . = -
superb job of one of the things | asked you to do when we first talked about
your-becoming Attorney General, and that is being a genuine advocate for local
law enforcement off|C|aIs throughout this country

| thank all the members-of Congress who are here and.the extraordinary '
bipartisan support for actually two pieces of legislation that-1 will sign - '
today: the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Act and the Care for PoI|ce
Survivors Act. =

All.the members of Congress have been |ntroduced but | think | should -

‘note, because not all the sponsors are here, that the Bulletproof Vest

Partnership Act was cosponsored in the Senate by Senators Campbell and Leahy,
and in the House by Representatlves Visclosky and LoBiondo. The Care for Police
Survivors' Act was cosponsored in the Senate by Senators Hatch and Biden, and in

the House by Congressman Schumer and Congressman McCollum. | thank them and all !




the others whofare here.

Thrs is a time of progress and prosperlty ‘for our country We're . .
grateful to have the lowest unemployment rate in 28 years and about to have our
first balanced budget in 29 years. And we just learned that crime dropped in
1997, as the Vice President said, for a. V|rtuaIIy unprecedented sixth year. ina
" row. Murders have declined more than 25 percent overall crime by more than 15
" percent. .

In many ways our country is seelng a return to personal respons|b|I|ty '
s the welfare rolls are the smallest percentage of our populatlon in 29 years-
. -- and to respect for the law -- the crime rate last year dropped to a 25-year
low. That makes a real difference in the lives of Americans. Our neighborhoods
" are safer, our families are more secure. Americans actuaIIy feeI more free and
they are. . L T

[
+

There has been a lot of debate in the country about the reasons for the
drop in the crime rate. Of course, a better economy helps, and so do the -
nelghborhood watch groups and all the efforts be|ng made |n communltles across
the country to keep kids away from
crime, from school uniforms and curfews to after school programs and =~ ~
tough truancy enforcement. But one thing is absolutely clear: a
huge factor in the ‘declining crime rate has been more pollce and
better poI|c|ng :

Across our country these men and women in uniform whom
we honor here today are putting their lives on. the line by joining .
their communities, getting out of the squad cars, protecting people.
And America owes them a tremendous debt of gratitude. - . :

When we passed the crime bill in 1994 we said, -in six
years we would put 100,000 police on the street. I'm pleased to
‘report that already we've helped to fund 76,000 of those 100,000.
We're ahead of schedule and under budget. And I'm very proud of that '
because it makes all the members of the Congress who have supported
this partners in your fight against. crlme

Just yesterday, for example local officials and federal '
agents together swept into oné of the most troubled areas in
Philadelphia as a part of Operation Sunrise. Working with local

_residents, they're targeting crimes and drugs, even graffiti. |
applaud their efforts and hope they'll be replicated. -

A crucial part of our five and a half year effort to
make the federal government a partner with you for a safer Amerlca
has been making sure that police officers have the tools to do the
job. There are few tools more important than the body armor or
bulletproof vests we see behlnd us. .

. Over the past decade body armor has saved the I|ves of
more than 2,000 officers. The FBI estimates that the risk of a
gun-related fataI|ty is 14 times higher. for an officer -- let me say




that-again -- 14 times higher for an officer who does not wear a. vest’
than for one who does. : :

The Vice President told you about Officer Margiata'
_{phonetic) and his vest. He's actuaily here today, and I'd like to

ask him to stand, along with any other officer here who has ever been
shot wearing a bulletproof vest. Will the others stand please?
(Applause.)

The line of fire will always be a dangerous place.
People can get hit in the leg in the wrong way and bleed to death.
It will always be dangerous. But-today we are making'it less '
dangerous for.those who are brave enough to walk that line. Every
day all of you in uniform protect us; it's good to know that every
once in a while there's somethlng those of us on this end of the line
can do to help to protect you.

So I'm proud to sign the Bulletproof Vest Partnership
Grant Act. Twenty-five percent of the state and local law
enforcement officers don't have this body armor to protect their
lives. This legislation will help police departments provide it to -
them. It is a critical investment in the safety of those who have to
be in harm's Way. ‘ :

) Let me also say that as we do everythlng in our power to
make pollce work a little less dangerous, 'we have to recognize that
every year there are all too many officers who do make the ultimate
sacrifice for safe streets and children's futures. That is why | am
also proud to be signing here the ‘Care for Police Survivors Act,.
which supports counseling for families who have lost a loved one in
_ the line of duty. '

Last fall | also proposed to provide -- help provide:
college scholarships for the children of slain officers. And again,
-1 say, that | hope the Congress- will pass that. That's an important
investment and a small enough one to make in the chlldren of those
who give their lives to protect our chlldren

Community police are making children safer in our
neighborhoods, and let me just say, once again recent events have
reminded us of that in our schools. Just yesterday, I'm sure we all

. ¥ .
saw the story of a- student who shot two people ina Rlchmond
Virginia, high school. They're expected to make a full recovery, and
we thank God for that. And fortunately, the assailant was chased
down several blocks and apprehended by Officer Ron Brown. Officer
Brown was assigned to the school because of the COPS program -- our
community policing program helped put in there. The COPS program is
a good start and I'm proud that he was a part of it, especially
yesterday. Officer Brown is here today and I'd like to ask him to
stand. Thank you very much for. your service, sir. (Applause.)

.Today, | am asking Attorney Gener,aI‘Rerio and Secretary




(Applause.)

of Education Riley to report back to me before the start of the
school year on ways that we can help to provide more police in our .
schools, just as we have provided more-police for our communltles
Congressman Jim Maloney has proposed legislation to'do that and I
urge Congress to pass his bill as a back-to-school
special for America's chlldren

o America is grateful for the hard work that all‘of you in
uniform and all of those whom you represent throughout this country
to do. Every day, as you make our lives safer and our people more
free and our children's future brighter, we know that you're there’ .
and we're grateful. We understand, too, that you can't always do'it -
alone. All of us as parents and leaders must teach our children .
right from wrong and turn them away from violence. But by working
together and giving you the tools to do your job, we will make this a
better-and a safer nation in the 21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you aII Thank you,

| would like to ask all the members of Congress to come
up here for the bill signing. Officer Brown, why don't you come on

up, and.why-don‘t we ask these police officers come up with us today.

(The bill is signed.) -

END 3:47 P.M. EDT
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- Aeknowledgrnents: AG Reno; VP; Vermont State
- Police Captain Mark Metayer (Meh-TAYer); ‘Memb'ers. of
| Cong_ress; rep‘resentatives from all the poiic’e -greups here

today

ThiS" isi a time of great progress in'eur nation. We
have‘"the strongest ecen'o'rny ina generation. And we just
leai‘ned last .mo‘nth that crime dreppedin ‘19'9‘7. forian;"f | | '_
.unpre.cedented' Sixth .'year in a row. Murders havei |
declined ‘by. mere t}ian 25 percent, 'and overall violent -
crime by more then '15 .percent. In many ways, eui nation -
is seeing a return to personal” iesponsieility'and respeet for. o
. law. And that makes a real.difference in the lives ef,
Amerieans. ‘Neighber_hoods-'are,‘safer; families are more
| sec:ure; Americailn‘s'have:a new feeling of fieeddin. E

1




‘There has been much debate in this country about the
reasons for the drop in crime. I believe there is one
simple reason: police. Across America, you are stepping

out of squad cars, joining our communities, protecting our

-~

| people. To th_dse of you.\}v‘hoare out there, putting your |
lives on the liné, America QWes you a tremendous debt of
gratiflide. And. I’'m _pléased to report that ahead of
“schedule and under budget, we’ve helped fund‘ 76,000 of

| 100,'000 commvunity,_p(.)lice - making us all partnefs ih Ath.e
fight against crime. Just yesterday; 1n fact, local officials
and federal ag.ents. swept ihto ohe of the mosttroublvedl
neighborhoods in Philadelphia as paft of Operation
Sunrise. Working with_local residents, they’re‘ fargeting
crime, drugs, even gfafﬁti.' I applaud their efforts and

hope they are repiicated elsewhere.



For ﬁvé years, I have been working, o make the -
goVerﬁment a partner in build‘in‘g a safer AmeArica. A
crucial part of that _effc)rt 1s making sure police have the
tools to do the j’ob. There. are few tools more important
than a bullet;;bof vest. Oﬂfer the paSt decade, bo‘dy‘:armor :
ﬁas sav.ed.thc _livés of more than 2,000 officers. ThevFBI
. estiriiaites the risk of a gun-related fétaliw is 14’ timés |
highér for ah.ofﬁéer who dqes not wear a vest than for

one who does. |

The line of fire will always. be a dangerous pla_ce.' ‘
But f_oday we -ar.e making it leAss‘ dangeroﬁs foif fhose
brave enough to Walk th'ilt‘ line; E\}ery day you protect
alllof us; now, there is so'methi‘ng‘ we can do to help

protect all of you.



I am proud today to s1gn the Bulletproof Vest Partnershlp
Grant Act. Twenty -five percent of state and local 1aW

| enforcement ofﬁcers.do' vnothave the-__body armor.to

pr_otect,their lives; and this legislation W'iljl help poli'ce L
departments to provide them with vests. This is a critical" ;

investment in the safety of those who have to-_be in harm’s

I
[ R
[

- way.

‘We are doing everything in our power to make police -

Work a little less dangerousﬁ,- But,for any'ofﬁeer"w'ho |

: makes the ultlmate sacrlﬁce - of h1s or her hfe 23
a respons1b111ty to the fam111es they"leave behind.
Why I am also s1gn1ng the Care for Pohce Surv1vors _Act
Wthh supports counsehnrc,J for fannhes Who‘have lost a

loved: one in the line | of duty'. :




~ Last fall, I proposed to help :pr'OVide college scholarships |
| for‘the chilldren of 'sl'a_in'ofﬁcers,. and I againcall on . .
-Congress to nrake that important tribute to those Who -
| protect allArnerica’s children.
BN
| }‘C'ommunity police are making our children _safer in
" our de‘ighborhoods and, as recent events have 'rernin-ded' |
‘Vus in our schools.' just yesterday,‘ a student shot two |
'people ina R1chmond V1rg1n1a high school They re
expected to make a full recovery, ’'m reheved to say

.blocks '

R And fortunately ’ the vassallant was chased.several
.’and apprehended by Ofﬁcer Ron B'rown.j icel

* _.please stand and let us applaud your herorc act




Officer Brown was a'ssig.ned to the school because
COPS, éur‘community policing progfam; helped pﬁt him
there.. The COPS program is a- very good starf; but ouf
nation needs to do more. That fs Why, today, I am asking
the Atfofney%éneral and the Secretary of Education to
report back to me before the start of the school ye'ar yo.n
~ ways to provide more police fOr our schools, just as we

fhavé provid-ed more pohce f‘dr our communities. ‘
| Conﬁgressmén Jim Maloﬁey has proposed legislation to do
jusf that, and.I urge Congress to pass this bill as aA“back-

to-school special” for America’s children.

America is grateful for the hard work of our police.
‘Every day, you make our streets and schools safer, our
homes more, secure, our people more free.

6



Still; you c'avnnotb do it'alohe. f Al!l o_f us, as.pérents and
leddéfs, mﬁst teach :o.url éhildren' rigﬁt frorﬁ Wrong and
turn. them aWayifrofn Violénbe; By Wdrking together, _.We
will make .vt.hiﬂs: a safer and better nation for our children in

o

the 2 Ist century.
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. Acknowledgments AG Reno; VP Vermont State Police Capta1n Mark Metayer (Meh-
TAYer); Members of Congress representatives from all the pol1ce groups here today

Thisis a t1me of great progress in our nat1on We have the strongest economy ina
generat1on And we just learned last month that crime dropped in 1997 for an unprecedented
sixth year in a row. Murders have declined by more than 25 percént, and overall violent crime
by more than: 15 percent. In many ways, our nation is see1ng a return to personal respons1b1l1ty
and respect for law. And that makes a real difference in the lives of Americans. Neighborhoods
~ are safer; families are more secure; Amencans have avnew feeling of freedom.

There has been much debate in this country about the reasons for the drop in crime. I
believe there is one simple reason: police. Across America, you are stepping out of squad cars,
joining our communities, protecting our people. To those of you who are out there, putting your
lives on the line, America owes you a tremendous:debt of gratitude. And I’'m pleased to report
that ahead of schedule and under budget, we’ve helped fund7ﬁ,000bf 100,000 community
police -- making us all partners in the fight against crime.“ Just yesterday, in fact, local officials
and federal agents swept into-one of the most troubled neighborhoods in Philadelphia as part of
Operation Sunrise. Working with local residents, they’re targeting crime, drugs, even grafﬁt1 I
applaud the1r efforts and hope they are repl1cated elsewhere.

For ﬁv’e years, I have been working to make the government a partner in building a safer
America. A crucial part of that effort is making sure police have the tools to do the job. There
are few tools more important than a bulletproof vest. Over the past decade, body armor has
saved'the lives of more than 2,000 officers. The FBI estimates the risk of a gun- -related fatahty is
14 times higher for an officer who does not wear a vest than for one who does.

The line of fire will always be a dangerous place. But today we are making it less
dangerous for those brave enough to walk that line.. Every day you protect all of us; now,
there is something we can do to help protect all of you.' I am proud today tosign the Bulletproof
Vest Partnership Grant Act. Twenty-five percent of state and local law enforcement officers do
not have the body armor to protect their lives; and this legislation will help police departments to
provide them with vests ~This 1 1s a cnt1cal 1nvestment in the safety of those who have to be in
harm’s way. ' : : : o '

We are doing everythmg in our power to make police work a little less dangerous. But
for any officer who makes the ultimate sacnﬁce --of h1s or her life - we have a respons1b1l1ty to
the families they leave behind. That is why I am also signing the Care for Police Survivors Act,




which supports counseling for families who have lost a loved one in the line of duty. Last fall, I

_ proposed to help provide college scholarships for the children of slain officers, and I again call

on Congress to-make that important tribute to those who protect all America’s children. -

< Community police are making our children safer in our neighborhoods and, as recent
events have reminded us, in our schools. Just yesterday, a student shot two people in a
Richmond, Virginia high school. They’re expected to make a full recovery, I'm relieved to say.
And fortunately, the assailant was chased several blocks and apprehended by Officer Ron Brown.
Officer Brown, please stand and let us applaud your hero1c act.

Ofﬁcer Brown was ass1gned to the school because COPS, our community policing
program, helped put him there. The COPS program is a very good start, but our nation needs to
do more. That is why, today, I-am asking the Attorney General and the Secretary of Education to
report back to me before the start of the school year on ways to provide more police for our
schools, just as we have provided more police for our communities. Congressman Jim Maloney ‘
has proposed legislationto do just that, and I urge Congress to pass th1s b111 as a “back-to- school '
spec1a1 for America’s chlldren :

America is grateful for the hard work of our police. -Every day, you make our streets and
schools safer, our homes more secure, our people more free. Still, you cannot do it alone. “All of
us, as parents and leaders, must teach our children right from wrong and turn. them away from.

“violence. By working together we will make this a safer and better nation for our children in the.

- 21st century
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This is a time-of great progress in our nation. We have the strongest economy ina
‘generation. And we just learned last month that crime dropped in 1997 for an unprecedented
sixth year in arow. Murders have declined by more than 25 percent, and overall violent crime -
by more than 15 percent. In many ways; our nation is seeing a return to personal responsibility
‘and respect for law. And that makes a real difference in the lives of Americans. Neighborhoods
are safer; families are m0re secure; Americans have a new feeling of freedom.

There has been much debate in this country about the reasons. for the drop in crime. I
‘beheve there is one simple reason: police. Across Amerlca you are stepping out of squad cars,
joining our communities, protecting our people To those of you who are out there putting your
lives on the line, America owes you a tremendous débt of gratitude. AndI’'m pleased to report
that ahead of schedule and under budget, we’ve helped fund 76,000 of 100,000 community
police -- making us all partners in the fight agalnst crime. Just yesterday, in fact, local officials
and federal agents swept into one of the most troubled neighborhoods in Ph11adelph1a as part of
Operation Sunrise. . Working with local residents, they’re targeting crime, drugs even grafﬁt1 I
applaud the1r efforts and hope they are replicated elsewhere

‘ For five years 1 have been workmg to make the govemment a partner in building a safer
" America. A crucial part of that effort is making sure police have the tools to do'the job. There
are few tools more important than a bulletproof vest. Over the past decade, body armor has
saved the lives of more than 2,000 officers.’ The FBI estlmates the risk of a gun-related fatal1ty is
14 times higher for an ofﬁcer who does not wear a vest than for one who does.”

. The line of fire will always be a dangerous place. But today we are making it less
dangerous for those brave enough to walk that line. Evefy day you protect all of us; now,
there is something we can do to help protect all of you. I am proud today to sign the Bulletproof

‘Vest Partnership Grant Act. Twenty-five percent of state and local law enforcement officers do
not have the body armor to protect their lives; and this legislation will help police departments to
provide them with vests. This is a critical 1nvestment 1n the safety of those who have to be in
harm’s way. o : ‘

_ We are doing everything in our power to make police work a little less dangerous. But
for any officer who makes the ultimate sacrifice -- of his or her life -- we have a responsibility to
 the families they leave behind. That is why I am also’signin’g the Care for Police Survivors Act,




which supports counseling for families who have lost a loved one in the line of duty. Last fall, I
proposed to help provide college scholarships for the children of slain officers, and I again call
on Congress to make that important tribute to those who protect all America’s children.

Community police are making our children safer in our neighborhoods and, as recent
events have reminded us, in our schools. Just yesterday, a student shot two people in a
Richmond, Virginia high school. They’re expected to make a full recovery, I'm relieved to say.
And fortunately, the assailant was chased several blocks and apprehended by Officer Ron Brown.
Officer Brown, please stand and let us applaud your heroic act.

- Officer Brown was assigned to the school because COPS, our community policing
program, helped put him there. The COPS prograxn is a very good start, but our nation needs to
do more. That is why, today, I am asking the Attorney General and the Secretary of Education to
report back to me before the start of the school year on ways to prov1de more police for our
schools, just as we have provided more police for our communities. Congressman Jim Maloney
has proposed legislation to do just that, and I urge Congress to pass this bill as a “back-to-school

special” for America’s children.

America is grateful for the hard work of our police: Every day, you make our streets and
schools safer, our homes more secure, our people more free. Still, you cannot do it alone. All of
us, as parents and leaders, must teach our children right from wrong and turn them away from
violence. By working together, we will make this a safer and better nation for our children i n the
21st century. ‘
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‘This is a time of great progress in our nation. We have the strongest economy in a
generation; inflation and unemployment are at thirty-year lows. And, we just learned last month
that crime dropped in 1997 for an unprecedented sixth year in a row. Murders have dropped by
more than 25 percent, and overall violent crime by more than 15 percent. In so many ways, our
~ nation is seeing a return to personal responsibility and respect for law. And that makes a real
difference in the lives of Americans. Neighborhoods are safer; families are more secure;
Americans have a new feeling of freedom. '

At the heart of this great transformation, this new security, are law enforcement officers
like yourselves. Police are making a profound impact across our nation -- stepping out of squad
‘cars and precinct houses, joining and protecting our communities. By putting 100,000 more of
you on the streets as a part of our community policing program, law enforcement officers and
ordinary citizens are becoming powerful partners in fighting crime. I'm pleased to report that
ahead of schedule and under budget, we’ve funded 76,000 of 100,000 community police. And to
those of you who are already out there, walking the beat and putting your lives on the line,
America owes you a tremendous debt of gratitude for making this a safer, and freer, country.

For five and a half years now, I have been working to make the federal government a
genuine partner in building a better and safer America. A crucial part of that effort is making
sure law enforcement officers have the tools to do the job.  There are few tools more important
than this one -- a bulletproof vest. Over the past decade, body armor has saved the lives of more
than 2,000 officers. The FBI has estimated that the risk of a gun-related fatality is 14 times . .
higher for an officer who does not wear a vest than for an officer who does. :

The line of fire will always be a dangerous place. But today we are making it less
dangerous for those brave enough to walk that line. To protect those who protect us all, [ am
proud today to sign the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Act. Twenty-five percent of state and
local law enforcement officers do not have the body armor to protect them in life-threatening '
situations; and this legislation will help state and local police departments provide bulletproof
vests for those officers. This is a critical investment in the safety of men and women whose lives
are on the line every day.

Protecting Americans from crime is, as you well kndw, dangerous work. Sometimes, an
- officer makes the ultimate sacrifice -- of his or her life. We will continue to do everything in our
power to prevent that from happening, and bulletproof vests are an important part of that




responsibility. But when an officer is killed in the line of duty, we have a further responsibility -
- to the families and children they leave behind. To honor those lives lost and those who remain,
I am also signing the Care for Police Survivors Act, which supports counseling for families who
- have lost a loved one in the line of duty. Last fall, I proposed to help provide college
scholarships for the children of slain officers, and I again call on Congress to make that
important tribute to those who protect all America’s children.

Community police are making our children safer at home and in our neighborhoods.
And, as recent events have reminded us, we need those police every bit as much at our nation’s
schools. Just yesterday, a 14-year-old student shot two people in a Richmond, Virginia high
..school. They’re expected to make a full recovery, I’m relieved to say. And fortunately, the
assailant was chased several blocks and apprehended by Ron Brown, a police officer assigned to
the school. : : ‘

Ron Brown was at that school because COPS, our community policing program, helped
fund his presence there. Our nation needs more Ron Browns. That is why, today, I am directing
the Attorney General and the Secretary of Education to develop an action plan, and to report back
. to me before the next school year on ways to provide more police for more schools, just as we’ve
provided more police for our communities. I ask all the Members of Congress here today,
members of both parties who have worked with us to strengthen law enforcement in every corner
of our co'untr.y, to join in this important effort. A good first step is to support the bill just
introduced by Congressman Jim Maloney -- to guarantee that funds from our COPS initiative can
be used to deploy more community police in our communities’ schools. Congress should pass
this bill as a “back-to-school special” for America’s children.

Our nation is grateful for the hard work of our law enforcement officers. Every day, you
are making our streets and schools safer, our homes more secure, our people more free. But as
you ensure that our crime rates drop, the rest of us cannot grow complacent. As parents, as
teachers, as community and national leaders, we must teach our children right from wrong and
turn them away from violence. And by working together, we will make this a safer and better
nation for our children as we stand on the threshold of the new century. '
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This is a time of great progress in our nation. We have the strongest economy in a
generation; inflation and unemployment are at thirty-year lows. And, we just learned last month
that crime dropped in 1997 for an unprecedented sixth year in a row. Violent crime is down by
15 percent; murders have dropped by 25 percent. ot 4o i WO ~
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THie statistics are encouraging. BuT*y ow better than anyone that they are more than

just numbers; our new strategy of fighting crime is making a real difference in the lives and

WWK‘“ neighborhoods of the American people. You, the law enforcement officers of this nation, are wnal ipw:

Mﬁwwu making a real difference. By putting 100,000 more of you on the streets as a part of our %

community policing program, law enforcement officers and ordinary citizens are making have
powerful partners in preventing and solving crimes. I’m pleased to report that we have reached a Zh‘;e itader
milestone in that effort: ahead of schedule and under budget, we’ve funded 76,000 of the 100,000
community police. And to those of you who are already out there, walking the beat and putting
your lives on the line, America owes you a tremendous debt of gratitude for making this a safer, N
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For five and a half years n':)"\(; 'ﬁzl’m't‘;een working to mt@(e the ¥ederal government a
genuine partner in the building a better and safer America. A crucial part of that effort is maklng Q"Wﬂh,
sure law enforcement officers have the tools to do the job. There are few tools more important 5"‘4-
than this one -- a bulletproof vest. [hold up vest?] Over the past decade, body armor has saved
the lives of more than 2,000 officers. The FBI has estimated that the risk of a gun-related fatality
is 14 times higher for an officer who does not wear a-vest than for an ofﬁcer who does.

The lme of fire will always be a dangerous place. But today we are making it less
dangerous for those brave enough to walk that line. To protect those who protect us all, I am
proud today to sign the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Act. Twenty-five percent of state and
local law enforcement officers do not have the armor to protect them in life-threatening
situations; and this legislation will help state and local police departments provide bulletproof
vests for those officers. This is a critical investment in the safety of men and women whose lives
are on the line every day. : .

Protecting Americans from crime is, as you well know, dangerous work. Sometimes, an
officer makes the ultimate sacrifice -- of his or her life. We will continue to do everything in our
power to prevent that from happening,.and bulletproof vests are an important pait of that
responsibility. But when an officer is killed in the line of duty, we have a further responsibility -




- to the families and children they leave behind. To honor those lives lost and those who remain,
T am also signing the Care for Police Survivors Act, sponsored by Congressman McCollum,
which supports counseling for families who have lost a loved one in the line of duty. Last fall, I
proposed to help provide college scholarships for the children of slain officers, and I again call
on Congress to make that important tribute to those who protect all America’s children.

Together, we have made great progress in protecting the most vulnerable Americans --
our children. But there is more we must do. Recent events have reminded us of the pain that
school violence can bring to American communities. Last weekend, I was in Springfield,
Oregon, and joined with a community struggling to recover from such a terrible tragedy. So to
all the Members of Congress here today, to all who have worked with us on a bipartisan basis to
strengthen law enforcement in every corner of our country, I call on you to join in this effort to
make our schools safer for our children. Iurge you to support the bill proposed by Congressman
James Maloney, amending the Crime Bill to provide more police for more schools, and to help
them work as partners to keep our kids safe from guns and drugs. It is a good bill, and I strongly
support it. ‘

_ America is grateful for the work our law enforcement officers are doing. Every day, you
are making our streets and schools safer, our homes more secure, our people more free. But even
as our crime rates drop, the rest of us must never grow complacent. As parents, as teachers, as
community and national leaders, we must teach our children right from wrong and turn them
away from violence. And by working together, we will make this a safer and better nation for
our children as we stand on the threshold of the 21st century.
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Record Type: Record

To:

cc:
Subj

Jeffrey A. Shesol/WHO/EOP

ect: Some small changes

Jeff:

Some more minor changes...also we're trying to get a hold of the officer mentioned in the
speech and may still find a way to include him tomorrow...and Rahm may still want to mention
a WH Summit on cops/schools/safety...though I'm-not sure if he/others will continue to push
for this.. 103

1. 1suggest changlng the penultlmate line in paragraph two as follows -- "I'm pleased to report
that today we're awarding grants to another 73 police departments to hire nearly 400 more
officers. We've now help fund more than 76,000 more police offlcers " | think we need to
mention the new grants in the speech. 4

2. Change the second sentence in the penultimate paragraph to read -- "That is why today, |
am asking the AG and Secretary of Ed to report back to me before the start of the school year
on ways to provide more police for our schools, just as we have provided more police for our
communities." Rahm didn't want to "direct" twice in one week.

3. Insert after "...join in this important effort” -- "The COPS office has already funded hundreds
of police to work in and near schools, but we should do more. A good next step..." DOJ

" doesn't want it to look like they've done nothing to-date on this issue.

Do these work for you?
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Subject: NBC Meet The Press, June 14, 1998

NBC MEET THE PRESS
Aired on JUNE 14, 1998

Charlton Heston President, National Rifle Associationinterviewed on Nbc Meet the Press

\

SPEAKERS: TIM RUSSERT, HOST, NBC MEET THE PRESS
CHARLTON HESTON, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL RIFLE
ASSOCIATION :

RAHM EMANUEL, SENIOR WHITE HOUSE ADVISER

GARY BAUER, PRESIDENT, FAMILY RESEARCH COUNCIL

U.S. SENATOR MAX BAUCUS (D-MT)

- RUSSERT: Welcome again to MEET THE PRESS. Our issues thls Sunday morning: the National
Rifle Association has a new leader, and he's talking tough.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

HESTON: Mr.Clinton, America doesn't trust you with our 21-year-old daughters - &1/8
APPLAUSE&3/8 -- and we sure, Lord, dont trust you with our guns!

- (END VIDEO CLIP)

RUSSERT: Our guest, Charlton Heston. And what does the White House have in store for the
NRA? We'll ask the senior adviser to the president, Rahm Emanuel. And we'll get the very latest
Clinton White House view on charges that Ken Starr has leaked sensitive information, on the fate of
the.tobacco bill, and the president's trip to China. And as he prepares to visit Beijing, strong charges he
has abandoned human rights, and even compromised national security. Should the president even go
to China? " *No" says outspoken conservative Gary Bauer. **Yes" says Democratic Senator Max
Baucus. Bauer versus Baucus, a debate about American values. And in our roundtable: are there shades
of Watergate in the legal battle between Bill Clinton and Ken Starr? We'll ask Bob Woodward of the
Washington Post. And Monica Lewinsky poses for Vanity Fair -- and poses and poses and poses -- but
will she make a deal for immunity? Insights and ana1y31s from Al Hunt of the Wall Street Journal,
Michael Isikoff of Newsweek, and Lisa Myers of NBC News. But first the president's senior adviser.
Rahm Emanuel; Mr. Emanuel, welcome. :

EMANUEL: Thank you, tim.

'RUSSERT: As'you know, a new mazine is out today, Content making some allegatlons that Ken
Starr has acknowledged that he sat down and briefed reporters, and his top deputy talked to reporters
as well. We talked to Mr. Starr this morning as he was leaving his house. Let's take a look at his
comments: :

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

KENNETH STARR, WHITEWATER SPECIAL. COUNSEL Our statement indicates that we have .
not violated 6-E, and that we're living up to our professional responsibilities.

REPORTER: Can you reiterate your statement for us on camera?

STARR: No, our statement speaks for itself, and ....we're going on about our work. I'm off to church.
See you later




(END VIDEO CLIP)

RUSSERT: Mr. Starr's reference to 6-E is a Federal statute that prohibits prosecutors from revealing
information from a grand jury. What he said to the writer in Content magazine is that he was simply
backgrounding reporters, sharing information before it was part of a grand jury proceeding, and,
therefore, entirely legal, entirely ethical. What is the white house response this morning?

EMANUEL: I think this article, and Steven Brill's interview and the thoroughness of thlS article --
this is a bombshell. It is grave, and it is very serious. And it is now a cloud that hangs over the office of
the independent counsel; and literally hangs on the legltlmacy of that offlce on the methods and
motives, as in tactics

and techniques and the way that office is conducted and anythmg short of an 1ndependent
investigation to get to the thorough of this,because the American peoplé will want it, they need it, and
they will demand it, and the needs to be and ought to be, because of the seriousness of these charges,

there ought to be an independent investigation.
~ RUSSERT: Who should conduct that independent 1nvest1gatlon7

EMANUEL: Thats somethlng, obviously, the justice department and Mr. Starr and this panel of
judges will review. That's not for us to say. That these charges are so serious, and they go right to the
heart of the legitimacy of the office and the way it's been conducted and the way he conducted the
investigation and the methods and motives that he has literally embodied, that they have now -- this
cloud exists over that office, and until that's cleared up that cloud will literally stay over the office and
also over Ken Starr.

RUSSERT: Will the president now consider asking Janet Reno to fire Ken Starr?

EMANUEL: Tim, I'm going to do something that Ken: Starr has never done. I'm not going to pass
judgment before thé facts. They need to have an independent investigation, they ought to have an
independent investigation to make any judgment prior to that would be wrong, and you should not
judge that until -- I think this is very serious, it's a bombshell and it's very grave. After that '
investigation, you can make judgments. '

RUSSERT: Has anyone at the White House ever leaked or talked about depositions or grand jury
“proceedings with any reporter? ’ ,

EMANUEL: Not to my knowledge, anyway. I also think, Tim, that at this point, there is no
relevancy, given that Mr. Starr has the subpoena power and the office and responsibility of the
independent counsel, and is bound by a court in how he's supposed to conduct himself as well as by
the procedures recommended by the Justice Department. He has secret information, and there is no
legal or moral equivalency. To my knowledge, nobody in the White House has done that.

RUSSERT: When Kathleen Willey accused the president of groping her, and appeared on **60
Minutes", the next day the White House flooded the media with telephone logs and letters from Ms.
Willey, all of which I assume are part of the grand jury proceeding. Was that not a leak?

EMANUEL: What we did is provide information available to the press that we think gave a full
context to that relationship, and that context is of Ms. Willey when she worked at the White House,
and we made that information available. And that was not a leak: a leak is something else. We were
quite open about what we were doing.

RUSSERT: Will we have similar information prov1ded that would give context to his relationship
. with Monica Lewinsky?

EMANUEL: Tim, in that situation, as long as this office is going on in this mvestlgatlon being
headed by Mr. Starr and how he's conducting this investigation: we have a legal situation, the legal
situation and context will determine our actions. We make those decisions in the full knowledge of
what's going on in this office of the independent count. -

RUSSERT: Finally, it has been reported that six times, the independent counsel has requested that
President Clinton come to the grand jury and testify under oath; six times the president has refused to
testify. Why won't the president testify under oath before the grand jury?

EMANUEL: Tim, as you know, the president's attorney, Dave Kendall, handles that matter. He has



handled in the past he handle it in the future To my knowledge he's in d1scusslons w1th the office of |
the independent counsel.
RUSSERT: Do you:believe the pres1dent has an obllgat1on to testify before the grand ]ury, llke any
over American citizen? '
EMANUEL: I think these decisions about how we go forward is handled by Dave Kendall and Dave
. Kendall will make the recommendatlons about how to proceed He has handle it in the past and hell
handle it'in the future.
RUSSERT: If I could ask you to stay rrght here with us, I now want to introduce the new president
of the NRA, Charlton Heston. We're gorng to talk about the mission of the NRA. Good morning, sir.
"Mr. Heston, good morning. :
HESTON: Good morning. Good morning, Mr Russert :
RUSSERT: You have said that you y want to brlng the NRA bacl< from the frlnge of Amer1can life.
What does that' mean?
; HESTON [ think we want to return the NRA to the mainstream of Amer1can life, and I think we
can do that. I think we can restore the reputation the NRA has had for 120-some years, and over the
_ past ten years, we have in effect been demonized and I'd like to stop that.' We've had internal dissent
that has been entirely dealt with now, and I'm looking forward to a successful effort.
RUSSERT: Let me raise two issues that are very popular with mainstream America: one, mandatory
trlgger locks cks on guns, so that kids would have a very hard time usmg them if they came across them

“‘HESTON Tm in favor of trigger lo_c_l_(_snghe only problem w1th trigger locks is that as every package
of the various brands.that are sold says on the-outside, do notput this trigger lock on a loaded weapon:
it might go off. So then you've got to take the ammunition out of the gun before the put_ the trigger -
~lock on, and then you don't néed the trigger lock,. because it's empty, right? Actually, no group in the
~ country does more to promote child safety with firearms.
CRUSSERTESE thelNRAR bt th‘é’N‘RAawﬂl TOW- support legrslatlona;whrch will mandate tr1gger~locks-a
6h_guns?_i} —
HEST@ON: We! refm, fayor: of’trlgger locks, ‘but they ré really ot nmuch usé€ for the reason I ]ust
e o NN
{pointed out.to.you.- -
RUSSERT: Let me raise another issue. As you l(now -An. November there will be an 1nstant check
conducted by the FBI. Anyone who wants to buy a gun will-have to: be given.approval, their ‘
background will be checked by the FBI computer system. The NRA is now opposrng the establrshment
and funding of that system: why? = . '
HESTON: We have, from the beginning, back when they were passing the Brady Bill - wh1ch didn't
do muich good -- the NRA said **What you must do is use, like, a credit card,.and if you're proven to
have a clean, no felony record, then you're allowed to buy the gun." Which is in essence what the FBI
plans to do. The only problem is- they plan also, to charge, I thlnl( it's $30. Now, I don't approve of
that..
RUSSERT: Well, in order to conduct the 1nvest1gatlon and to pay for the computers the FBI wants
to charge about $15 per appllcatlon similar to someone.who wanted to regrster an automobile. Why '
not allow the FBI to do their work with that modest fee?
HESTON: It's not a big issue there, but certainly they should have done this 10 or 15 years ago,
which is what we recommended from the beginning. Having a check with, like, a credit card.
RUSSERT: Does the NRA believe that every American should have access to an AK-47? -
HESTON: I don't like AK-47s, but I don't have to like them to defend an American citizen's right to
own one, just as I don't have t6 like Louis Farrakhan to a sport his First Amendment rights to speak
- out as he wants; just because T don't have to like Jerry Springer, for the samé reason. The Bill of Rights
supports freedom of speech, freedom of religion and the freedom to-own firearms.
RUSSERT: 'What use would an AI(-47 be to-anyone, other than to kill people? :
HESTON: As I told you, I dont like'AK-47s: they are a fully automatic weapon; they were




manufactured and developed in the Soviet Union. They mostly come into this country smuggled in
from China. I think it's not a good thmg but there we are, we are still covered by the Second
Amendment.

RUSSERT: As you know, Mr. Heston, you 've been rather outspol(en in your comments. In the clip
we began our program with you said that you would not trust -- America should not.trust the1r
21-year-old daughter with President Clinton. What did you mean by that?

HESTON: I'll tell you what: I make a promise. Mr. Emanuel is on the other end of the program. We
make a promise that I will never say anything bad about the president again if they will give us one
city, one city in which they actually. prosecute felons. We were in Philadelphia. There's a Judge Shapiro .
in Philadelphia who in 18 months released 9,732 criminals without trial. They went out on

release, and they committed 79 murders, 90 rapes, 701 burglaries, 959 robberies, 1,113 assaults,
2,215 drug offenses and 2,748 thefts. Judge Shapiro could have saved at least 79 lives if they'd just put
those people on trial and in jail. As a city -- there's a city in Virginia -- Richmond -- that started a plan
called the exile plan. Cops carry this all the time. And in less than a year, they reduced -- they.reduced
deaths, murders in the city of Richmond by half. We would like to do that in Philadelphia. The mayor
of Philadelphia has said he's in favor of it. The leadershlp of both houses of Congress have said they -
will fund it, and I would like to see that happen. .

RUSSERT: The mayor of Philadelphia also said he's going to sue gun manufacturers for their
negligence and creation of a public nuisance. Would you support of mayor of Philadelphia in this suit?

HESTON: I'm supporting the mayor of Philadelphia in letting --making his prosecutors, allowmg
them, to prosecute criminals.

RUSSERT: Many have suggested and you have use these words yourself Mr. Heston, that there is a
cultural war going on in America.

HESTON: Yes, that's true : :

RUSSERT: The other day you said "I suspect there are as many gun users in the Hollywood closet

“as there are homosexuals." What did that mean?

HESTON: Well, it means that there are a lot more people in Hollywood, in the Hollywood

community, that own and use firearms than they're willing to say. Thats okay [ don't mind that. Just
. thought it was an.interesting observation.

RUSSERT: Let me show you and our viewers a chp ofa speech you gave a few months ago where
you talked to America about some of your concerns, and then get your reaction about this cultural war
and your role in it.

- (BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) | ' ‘

HESTON: Mainstream America is dependmg on you counting on you, to draw your sword and fight
for them. These people have precious little time, all resources, to battle misguided Cinderella attitudes.
The fringe propaganda of the homosexual coalition, the feminists who preach that it's a divine duty for
women to hate men. Blacks who raise a militant fist with one hand while they see preference with the
other. o

(END VIDEO CLIP)

RUSSERT: That's a pretty broad swathe, Mr. Heston. Feminist and gays and blacks, and earlier,
President Clinton. Is the presidency of the NRA an opportunity or forum to talk about this cultural -
war, or you're going to limit your comments to guns?

HESTON: No. I think the cultural war is a true war, and [ think the gradual- fraymg of the whole
culture of the country is very

distressing. I share with Bill Bermett and many others those concerns. I don't think we should be -
broken up into little enclaves, gypsy camps, each with its own agenda, like a Vulcan nation, for
heaven's sake. We are supposed to be one nation united. That's the way the country was invented, and
that's the way 1'd like to see it happen again, and I think it can.

RUSSERT: Charlton Heston, we thank you very much for joining us on this Sunday. mormng

HESTON: Thank you, Mr. Russert. .
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RUSSERT: Rahm Emanuel; you just heard a challenge from Charlton Heston, the new president of
the NRA. Will the president designate one city as an area -- a laboratory, if you will -- to enforce all
laws against people who carry guns and use guns and bring people to justice?

EMANUEL: Tim, there is a c1ty thats working. It's called Boston In three years -- and until recently,
in'fact, for two and
a half years --'not a single juvenile murder with a firearm. That social experrment that the NRA wants
has occurred. That city, Boston, is the model the presrdents has used for his juvenile legislation that's
pending in ‘front of Congress. It 1ncludes an extension of the Brady Bill to juveniles, which the NRA
leadership has opposed.

RUSSERT: Will you expand it to Phlladelphla?

EMANUEL; One of the things we're trying to do; is get the national legrslatron to every city. It's a
comprehensive approach, Operation Cease Fire. Operation Night Light. It involves police, law
enforcement, preachers, teenagers, schoolteachers, principals, parents, in a comprehenswe approach
from guns to gangs, and it cracks down in that effort. That's basis of the president's national legislation.
Every effort, at every step of the way, whether it's been the Brady Bill, whether it's been the extension
of the Brady Bill, whether it's been the assault weapon ban, whether it's been the ban on imports from
foreign countries, whether it's a child safety lock which is new,{noWw/thit.the NRA-wants.to: support
ichild safety lock lockﬁe Il_take_them_up_and.hopefully 1 theyll ‘malke that included in the juvenile
W to_passy-because itis.part of our legislation, To date the NRA's opposed. us on that,
every step of the way, these laws are on the books because the president of the United States, and the
courage with the handgun control and law enforcement agencies in the country, have made these laws
over the opposition of the NRA leadershrp gAndtI weleomesif he'wants to'participate in passing that?

@mprehensrve juvenile*legislation, so wenow, Would have asjuvenile Brady Bill 'on the books. 4 e
RUSSERT: So the White House will have an all-out push for mandatory safety locks on gun triggers? Y
EMANUEL As you well know, T1m the petson has put that at the center of the ]uvenrle leglslatron

v

RUSSERT The Brady law w111 exprre sunset in November o : _'1 ' m ﬂ"‘ebﬁ\r?
EMANUEL: November. o ged
RUSSERT: The FBI will begin its instant check. Many people are concerned that the instant check Culels
system will not be in place or as comprehensive as it should be, and, therefore, are recommending that 20
the Brady law, a five-day waiting period between when you purchase a gun and when you actually take 62&
possession, should be kept in place and extended. Would the president extendthe Brady law?. v ) hax
EMANUEL: Right. One of the things, Tim, that we believe in, and )
I think that -- the Justice Department has done a good job in the data colléction to make the instant - Lﬂb&,_,
check work. I think if you look at the facts, and I have, with the Justice Department, there is a good ) 0t

common sense to the five-day cooling off period.- Why? 20 percent, based on police research, 2 percent

five-day waiting period was established for a ‘cooling-off period for crimes of passion. I think it's done a

good job, and, in fact, an effective job over the last four years the Brady Bill's been on the bool(s that ,
five-day waiting period. Now, to give you.one other -- wovy

-RUSSERT: Will the pre51dent push then for an extension of the Brady Bill? - ‘ M\[I
| Ve

7 vot.
- of the guns purchased that are used in murder are purchased within the week of the murder. The =~ . m\w
%

EMANUEL: We think the coolrng -off perlod is very very important.

RUSSERT: So you're going to go to- Congress and ask that the Brady Bill be extended? Wﬂe
EMANUEL Rrght .That the coollng -off’ perlod plece of it, the five- day wartlng perlod be a part of C
that. ' ‘

RUSSERT: How about leg151at10n which would say you only can buy one gun per month, and that
there be a national handgun ID, an idea by.Congressman Chuck Schumer...?
EMANUEL: I th1nl< this president has -- I think in '68 was the last time prior to the pres1dent that

i




the nation passed any gun control laws, and under his watch we've passed the Brady Bill, the assault
" weapon ban, and the extension of the Brady Bill to domestic violence offenders. ~

RUSSERT: But will you push for one gun per. month?

EMANUEL: What we want to push, as I.just said, and having done an effective job of passing
legislation, we believe the priority should be a child safety lock on ‘every handgun sold in America; on
extending the Brady Bill to juvenile offenders. We think those are one of the things we want to get

. done immediately. The other things we are looking at is a parental responsibility act. We're reviewing
that now.

RUSSERT: But you want to keep the five-day cooling off period in effect? _

EMANUEL: Right We think that's a priority, because it has worked effectively.

RUSSERT: What did you think about Mr. Heston's comments about the president not.being trusted
with 21-year-old daughters, and his other comments about gays and blacks and women?

EMANUEL: Well, Tim, the president's chosen over the last six years, and when he announced he .
was running, the battlefield of ideas, not the battlefield of insults. Our differences with the NRA
leadership over the Brady Bill, the assault weapon ban, child safety lock, disrupting drug trafficking: we
have honest-to-good differences in those areas. In every one of those laws that are now
a part of the books, and that have helped this country with 300,000 less felons and fugitives getting
access to handguns is because of the president, law enforcement officers and courageous members of
Congress. In December, Charlton Heston was-awarded with the Kennedy honors, and he was received
at the White House, and the president was.very gracious in his remarks, as Mr. Heston knows, towards
Mr. Heston. And I think Mr. Heston -- and that's a sign of character. I think Mr. Heston understand
this is the president of the United States. He can have his differences about the policies we put in
place, but I think the area of personal insults is not the place when we have real concerns about
fighting crime. The president showed his graciousness, regardless the differences on policy, and think
he's owed the same.

RUSSERT: Let me turn to the issue of tobacco. Will there be a comprehenswe tobacco bill passed
this year, which would focus on teenage smoking?

EMANUEL: That is principle number one. The president's outlined in the last principle, as a
comprehensive tobacco legislation that, in fact,.cuts down on teen smoking and saves 1 million lives.
We believe that's possible: we are pushing very hard and we believe members of Congress, as they vote,
will vote like parents and not politicians and will, in fact, pass legislation that does exactly that? '

RUSSERT: So you're confident there will be a tobaccobill passed?

EMANUEL: We're going to push that very hard. I think though, and I'll say this Tim, I think as
members look at this, they will see a piece of legislation that-saves 1 million llves [ have no doubt as
you know, we're both veterans of the political process, there's
a lot of money being spent to stop that law from happening.

RUSSERT: Newt Gingrich has said ~"It's dead in the House."

EMANUEL: I think people will look at this. They will look to see and they'll make a choice: $12
million in contributions, a million lives. And I have enough conﬁdence in the members of Congress,
they'll pick a million lives to save, of teenagers and kids.

RUSSERT: Before we go: as you know, the president of the United States is going to China, to
Tiananmen Square, where nine years ago thousands of young Chinese students were killed, protesting
in favor of democracy. Let me show you a clip of then-Governor Clinton talking about then-President
Bush and his China policy.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) , ‘

WILLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES (in 1992): When China cracked
down on pro-democracy demonstrators, exported advance weapons to radical regimes, and suppressed
Tibet, this administration and this president failed to stand up for our values. Instead, he sent secret
emissaries to China, signaling we would do busmess as usual with those who murdered freedom in
Tiananmen Square.




(END VIDEO CLIP)

RUSSERT: What a difference six years makes. The Chmese are still crackmg down on democracy,
still trading nuclear weapons, still not recognized the freedom of Tibet. Exactly what Governor
Clinton, candidate Clinton denounced George Bush for, and now he s ]ourneymg to Tiananmen Square
and toasting the Chinese leadership.

EMANUEL: Tim, the president's policy and goals are the same: more open and stable-China that
acts responsibly and in accordance with its international status. That goal is the same. He has changed:
his approach, one to principle engagement, and we've made progress in the areas of human rights,
we've made progress in the area of the rule of law, we've made progress with in the areas of arms
control, we've made progress with China in the area of security, and the president's policy is one of
principal engagement to make sure that China continues to push on all those fronts. As the president
showed in the press conference that he held here when the Chinese premier was with him, and as I
think NBC reported, he was unusually frank and blunt. You can be respectful of the Chinese, but firm,
and the president told the Chinese publicly as well as privately, that when it came to Tiananmen
Square and their crackdown on human rights, they're on the wrong side of history.

RUSSERT: Will he be frank and blunt -- in China -- about human rights and about illegal Chinese -
campaign contributions?

EMANUEL: The president of the United States, as you saw, when he was here in China and you

‘reported on NBC, he was quite blunt and frank, and I think that you can be both respectful but
forceful. And the president will be, as he has been.

RUSSERT: Will he meet with pro-democracy Chinese dissidents while in Chma?

EMANUEL: As the schedule is getting finalized, he's going to be meeting with a number of people,
and people from a broad perspectrve in China, .and from diverse backgrounds, and be meetmg with a
number of people.

RUSSERT: Dissidents?

EMANUEL: Well, dissidents is a category, that's all being finalized. He'll be meetmg with a number
of people from across China who have diverse backgrounds.

RUSSERT: Will he insist the Chinese stop focusing launchmg, in launch mode, therr ‘missiles on the
United States?

EMANUEL: We're making, as you know, -- working very hard on ‘this issue. Whether we'll be able to
get it in time for the trip, I'm not sure. But it is a priority of ours and something we're working very
hard on.

RUSSERT: Rahm Emanuel, we thank you for joining us on MEET THE PRESS. Commg up next,
conservative Gary Bauer, Democratic Senator Max Baucus debate: should President Clinton go to
China? And in our roundtable: Ken Starr charged with illegal leaks. We'll get the very latest from our
roundtable. :

From Our Roundtable.

RUSSERT: We're back. Gentlemen, welcome. Mr. Bauer, let me start with'you. Should president
Clinton go to China?

BAUER: Well, I don't think he should go to China. I certainly don't think he should go to
Tiananmen Square: But, I tell you, Tim, the bottom line here is that this policy is a disaster. It doesn't
pass the two important tests. It doesn't represent the values of the American people And it doesn't
safeguard the security of the United States.

* We've lost our voice in human rights. We didn't even bring it up in Geneva this year. We, you know,
praised the release of a couple of dissidents and then we ignore the news about forced sterilization,
slave labor camps, all the rest of it. And on the national security front, China is in the middle of a
massive military buildup.

And this is the scandal we ought to talking about. It's being subsidized by the United States by



corporations like Loral, by the things we've seen in recent weeks, Chinese missiles targeted at U.S.
cities made more accurate by American technology This is scandalous. The policy's a failure. And it
needs to be changed.

RUSSERT: Senator Baucus, should the president go to China?

BAUCUS: I think he should go. Frankly, for most of the reasons that Gary mentioned. Namely, by
the president going to China and Tiananmen Square, he can stand up for and represent the views of
‘those -- the dissidents, the prisoners of those in China that feel drsenfranchrsed In fact, the Chinese
want the president to go to Tiananmen.

There's an article recently in The Post outlining all the number of people who spoke freely, without
fear, gave their names saying the president should come.

In addition, other countries, our industrialized-country friends in Asia believe that the president -
should go. The Dalai Lama thinks the president should go. Reverend Billy Graham thinks the
president should go. It's because -- it's an opportunity for the president to press the issues that are so

“important to the American people that is, better treatment of political prisoners. '

In fact, there's great progress there. There are fewer political prisoners today than they were several
years,ago. There's great progress. It's an opportunity for the president to build on that

progress. After all, the United States and China in the next century will probably be the two greatest
nations in dealing with each other. It's going to be a very, very important relationship that we have
between our two countries. And I think it's important for us to get that relationship right, go to China,
work on the talks and all the areas that are so important, so we can get progress.
~ RUSSERT: What do you think the American public thinks when it sees candidate Clinton six years
ago lambasting George Bush? I'm talking about * " the butchers of Beijing" and kowtowing to the
Chinese for selling it missile technology and not recognizing human rights, and clamping down on
Tibet. And then his top aide says, **Well, the president has a different approach.”

- Basically he has the same policy as George Bush, which he denounced six years ago trying to get
elected.

BAUCUS:. Well, to be candid, I think presrdent learned. It often happens that the candidates say a
lot when not in office, not realizing the complexities of the job and the realities of the job. And once
they get into office, they realize it's much more complex and the realities are much different. And I
think -- and also, as time goes on, for example, right now, we're in a period of time where there's
tremendous economic instability in Asia, a tremendous pressure on China to devalue its currency, on
‘Hong Kong to devalue, as the Japanese yen goes down.

And if the United States, today, were to snub China, a key player, and not grant trading
relationships with China, that would have the very serious potential consequence of additional
instability in not only Asia, but the world. So that the times and the realities right now indicate it
makes sense to negotiate with China over all these matters.

RUSSERT: Mr. Bauer?

BAUER: Tim, this policy is a disaster. The only place I. hear the arguments that the Senator is
making this morning is here in Washington DC, among the political elite, among the foreign policy
elite. I've been trailing all over the country. The American people are deeply disturbed by this policy.
The one -- one of the few things-the president had right back in 1992 was his criticism of George
Bush's policy on China.

What's happened since then is that the presrdents fallen prey to this lobbyrng from a lot of large

- corporations that want to make
a fast buck in China. It is not true that the Chinese people want the pre31dent to go to Tlananmen
Square You don't look at what the Chinese in China are saying. Look at what the Chinese that have
gotten out of China are saying. Harry Wu, Wai (ph) and others.

They appeared with me a couple weeks ago, with Nancy Pelosi and other leading Democrats, to
suggest that the president to go to Tiananmen Square was to legitimate what had happened in that
‘square nine years ago. It's a terrlble mistake. And thls policy is detrimental to the interests of the




United States
_ " RUSSERT: And yet Sydney Jones from Human Rrghts Watch told Joe I(1e1n and The New Yorker
magazine that, **There's been a considerable loosening of control in terms of free speech.in China."

BAUER: We've heard testimony before theé Congress this week of women in China who are forced to
regrster with local clinics to be checked every couple of months to make sure they're not pregnant, that

‘are forcibly sterilized and aborted if they happen to have moré than one child. This is the conduct not
of a civilized nation, but of a rogue nation. : :

We watched a few weeks ago while Indra and Pakistan began a new atms race in the subcontinent of
Asia. Why did that race take place? Pakistan thanked China for their technological assistance before
exploding that atomic bomb. Our policy is makrng the world more dangerous It's failing all the basic
ways you measure a good American policy.

You know, Senator Baucus understood these-things when the issue was South Africa. We knew our
" policy towards South Africa ignored American values. There was a nation that d1scr1m1nated agarnst its
“own'people because of race. And yet on China, we se¢ém to be turning
‘a blind eye to the.conditions we all know exist. I think it's a tragedy, and I'm gorng to do everythrng I
" can to turn this polrcy around. '

RUSSERT: Senator Baucus, if president Cllnton goes to China, Rahm Emanuel sa1d he'll be firm.
What does he have to say in China... :

. BAUCUS: Well first... S : ‘

RUSSERT: ... to reassure the Amerrcan people that he is gorng to press the Chinese on human rights
and find out whether they tried to influence our political campaigns? : -

- BAUCUS: Well, first of all, I think the forced abortion is absolutely reprehensrble We have no place .
for forced abortions. The real question is, how do we best influence Chinese policy? By not going? By
snubbing them? Or by going: and making the point very firmly that that's not the right kind of practice.

RUSSERT: Do you expect the president to give a tough speech in China? '

BAUCUS: I expect the president to give a tough speech in several locations. I don't know where it is
_going to be, whether it's at Tiananmen Square itself, or at the university, or where. But I --privately
‘and publicly. Also, it is the people in China that asking the president to come. Wan Dong (ph) for.
example, very famous dissident exiled in the United States, wants the president to go over.

And then South Africa; that's a totally separate case Thats where many countries of the world
joined together to encourage South Africa to..

RUSSERT: Mr. Bauer, let me ask you this. Many people who support the engagement of China say
that, **Look at Russia and look at Cuba. We engaged the Soviet Union. and communism was torn
down." :

BAUER: Right. - S
~ RUSSERT: And there is some democracy now in Russra because of our engagement We did not
engage Cuba, and that continues to be a commuinist state.

BAUER: Tim, I'm all for engagement. This false dichotomy the president presents and others present
~ that some of us want isolationism and others want engagement is totally ‘off the mark. The question is
. -- what are the terms-of engagement? Ronald Reagan engaged the Soviet Union by always br1ng1ng up

human rights, by always making America's security interest our number one concern. :

That's not the policy we have toward China. Our policy toward China s all carrot and no stick. Our
desire to get into that marketplace, which, by the way, they won't let us.do. I mean, they're shipping
billions of dollars of goods into the United States, while keeping our goods out. Our desire to get into
that marketplace is changing us. It's making us forget our most deeply held values.

And I think over the long term, the American people will not support it. One final point. Does ,
anybody think if people gathered in Tiananmen Square-today to protest any policy of the Chinese
government, that the outcome would be drfferent than nine years ago? They would be shot down again
‘today.’ - o

- RUSSERT: Senator Baucus do you agree with that? =~




BAUCUS: No, I don't agree with that. I think, you'll find when the president is in Tiananmen, there
will be forms of protest, whether they're banners or something. And I think we've made tremendous
progress. And-that's the key point here. Tremendous progress over the last 10 years the United States
has made with China.

And secondly, by engaging China, not isolating -- Gary says his policy is not 1solat10n it's truly
isolation. But, if we do not isolate, we can then help China to solve the problems in Korea, help China
with America solve the problems in India and Pakistan, Taiwan Strait, encourage China not to devalue
their currency. It is so important that the president go to work on these problems.

RUSSERT: To be continued. Gary Bauer, Max Baucus, thanks very much for joining us on this
Sunday morning.

BAUCUS: Thank you

BAUER: Thank you, Tim.
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~— FBI Uniform
Crime Reports, “Law
Enforcesnent Officers Killed
and Assaulted in 1994”

" That sirne year, the IACP Board of OF-
ficers authorized the formation of the
JACP/DuPont Keviar Susviver’ Club,
whick made ita debut 10 yeara ago s

mm&.mobje:ﬁmou&imd-m\gﬂg’w a

are just gs important txday:

* nrecduce death and disability by en-
couraging increased wenr of patsanal
body armor thuough documentation of
the armor’s efectdveness;

e 4o mggﬂu thooe deszrving indi-
viduals who, as a resylt of wcnrt:g
sorul body armaf, ave survived a ﬁ:

. to :;rvn the law grforcement com- '
munity by collecting this important daty
and sharing valuable information relating
© thess warvivor incidents. .

By publishing the accounts of saves in
Police Chisf magaaine and engaging in
other suppartive afforts, the Survivors'

Ciub has helpad  dramstically incrense
. the wear sate among offiorrs. M

de-
partmants now routinsly provida bod,
aapoy and mandate thetr wear while oﬂ!{
cers are on duty, In many ofber locations, |
furdzaising activities by conormed ci-
zens have been undextaken for the ex-

prass’ urﬂoaot urchasing soft bod
uqu?ﬂ w-nfclyemwmdga Y

(1 N
The Reality .
Yei redsonch stil] shaws that law en-

DQZ!IESTIC ‘ PQLICY COUNCIL

- oiicer deathe to rest oh our laurels.

{ACP-

B 4~ P C

forcegums of ficers arel their lives be-
csuse they are not wearing soft bed
srmoe. The Survivers’ Club :rom sch
ing statistic: that 42 percent of known offi-
cery’ duaths aver the past 16 years could

hlnbampmtnhdﬁlt?\dwusedbody .

aronor.’ i
AnFB] stidy In the 19905 ravealed that
‘the risk of a fircarmns-ralated fatality foran
efficis fwot wearing body armor 1s 14 imes
higher than for an officer who Is wearing
axmmior. Along with the sobering fact thata’
aignificant nurnber of officers ane killed
with their own weapons, this makes a
reity convineing argument that soft

anmor ia 8 guick and easy way toin- -

srease the survival rets ameng law en-
foresmant officers.

The Survivers’ Club is contirally up-

dating its resenrch efforts. It analyzes each
death of a Juw enforcevaant officer to learm,
how and if that daath could have been
provarnted. Beyond just confirming the
fenpi of body armor, this research ia
often wsed to formulste training needs,
provide intelligencs information and edu-
cate our profession. Here aré same of the
myths it has halped dispet:
"= Blunt brequme wrll omuse destth just as
guickdy as o bullet waund, In fact, blunt Fau-
.ma does not cause futal Injury In maost
eages.

= Wearing vests will cause more rounds
to be directed ot w1 officer’s hesud aven. In roali-

ty, shots directed at the head area havie ac-

tually declined. .

= Vesis that get wet will not stop bullets.
On the contrary, recorded saves include
vests that were soaking wet and still per-
formed as designed. .

The Survivors® Club alse examines as-
saults an officers. Evidence gathered by
the club shows that vests have been in-
strumental in saving the lives of officers
invalved In knlfe assaults, vehicle crashes,
falls and firws. Indeed, soft body armar
has paved officers’ Hives even in & numbier
of cases in which lis design spedfications
were axceeded.

Perhwps one day the rols of the Surviv-
ors’ Club will be reduced to slmply cale-
brating snd promoting its sucossses. Today,
however, we adll seo o many preventable

Tha resaarch tells us one of the mar
impartant factors g weart rate §
the support of management. Whan Jas
enforooment administrators exprens the
conoarn, the numbet of otficers wearlr
bedy armar increased. The challenge §
the profession is to expand that suppart
order to keep increasing soft bady are
saves and rodacing the riumber of affic
who don’t wear their armorz. The ren!
pretty slmpla: Fawer officers will die.
Cost to do anything less is much hij
than sny of us can justify, ¢

Hoos
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" President Clinton and Ame'rica's-Poiice: &
Building Stronger, Safer Communities Together

A Strategy That Works:

Crime rates have dropped for five stralght years. Before Presldent Clinton took
office, violent crime was increasing in America. The President’s anti-crime .
strategy has helped reverse this trend -- and violent crime has now dropped five
years in a row. In fact, the number of murders feII an historic 9% in 1996, whrle

" violent crime decreased 6%

A Record of Accomplishment:

‘ .Putting 100,000 new community police on our streets President Clinton promised

to put 100 000 new community poI|ce officers on the street to protect our .
communities, |ncreas|ng our nation’s police force by nearly 20 percent. Since
passage of the President’ s 1994 anti-crime b|II over 73, OOO of these officers have

_been funded.

Protecting law enforcement from deadly assault weapons. Because criminals
should never outgun law enforcement officers, the President’s 1994 anti- -crime bill
banned 19 of the deadliest cop-killing assault weapons. The President banned guns
like the Uzi, which are the weapons of choice for drug dealers and gangs.

Preventing criminals from buying handguns. In 1993, the President signed the
Brady Bill. Since its passage, over 250,000 stalkers, fugitives and felons have
been prevented from buying-guns. That means fewer guns on our streets and safer
streets for our officers. ‘ -

" Giving the police the tools they‘nee'd to fight crime. President Clinton has

strengthened efforts to clamp down on illicit gun markets, by implementing the -
Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative in selected cities across the country.

- Through this initiative, law enforcement will trace all guns used in crime that are
seized by Federal, State, and local law .enforcement officers, and work with that

trace information to help identify’ ||Iegal gun traffickers. By analyzing patterns of
gun trafflcklng that exist in an area, ourpolice officers can more effectively target
illegal gun traffickers for prosecutlon partlcularly those who put guns mto the

- hands of our natlon s young people

Leading a national effort on child safety locks. The President proposed legislation’
to require federal gun dealers to provide child safety locks with every gun sold, and
directed all federal agencies to provide these safety locking devices for all handguns
issued to federal law enforcement officers. And because of the. President’s
Ieadershlp, 8 major gun manufacturers are announcing thelr support for provrdlng
child 'safety.devices with all of thelr handguns
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Record Type: Record

To: Jordan Tamagni/WHOQO/EOP

cc:
Subject: are you going to be able to write Tuesday's crime event?

If you go on the trip (I haven't heard anything) you won't get back until Sunday, | imagine.
although maybe you could fly commercially from Portland on Sat. afternoon. )

Anyway, under the guidelines you'd have to be done w/ the speech by Monday at 2:00. would
that be possible? '

| just attended the meeting on the event. It's a total Rahm deal with 2 bills, one gives more money
to families of slain cops, the other gives money for bullet proof vests. the Police Chief from-
Springfield VERMONT will speak (she tells the story of how her dept. has to have charity events to

raise money for their own vests.) the AG might speak and possibly the legislative sponsors {Léanhy
Tis one, hence the Vermont woman.) VP is also on it.

{

so it is a short, radio address length speech for POTUS. It would work out well if you could do it,
but it might be too much.

Lowell is writing monday's event. Jeff has the broncos remarks (not that that should take so much
time...) ‘

let's discuss.
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' SCHEDULING REQUEST

MAY 26, 1998

ACCEPT

'REGRET

TO:
FROM: -
REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS

PARTICIPATION.

DATE &TIME:
DURATION:
'LOCATION:

PARTICIPANTS: ,

- Stephanie Streett ,
‘Assistant to the President and Director of Schedullng

Larry Stein
Ass1stant to the Pre51dent for Legislative Aﬂ'alrs

" Tohost a bill signing ceremony for S. 1605, Bulletproof Vest Partnership

Act of 1998 and HR. 3565 Care for Police Surv1vors Act of 1998.

~ To highlight these 1mportant p1eces of leglslatlon

- S. 1605, Bulletproof Partnership Act of 1998, is a bill to establish a

matching grant program to help states, units of local government, and

Indian tribes to purchase armor vests for use by law enforcement officers.

The primary sponsors are Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell (R-CO), Sen.
Orrin Hatch (R-UT), Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Rep. Peter Visclosky (D-
IN) and Rep. Frank LoBiondo (R-NJ). In addition, this législation has over
300 bipartisan cosponsors. It passed the House by voice vote on May 12,

1998 and passed the Senate by unanimous consent on May 15, 1998.

HR. 3565, Care for Police Survivors Act of 1998; requires the Bureau of

Justice Assistance to spend at least $150,000 a year on peer support and

" counseling for families of slain public safety officers and authorizes funds

to accelerate disability benefits to families. It is sponsored by Sen. Orrin

-Hatch (R-UT) and Rep. Bill McCollum (R-FL). It passed the House by a

vote of 403-8 on Aprll 21, 1998 and passed the Senate by voice vote on

May 15, 1998. -

None.
The week of June 8, 1998
TBD
TBD

TBD




OUTLINE OF

EVENTS: TBD
REMARKS :
REQUIRED: | TBD
MEDIA: TBD
RECOMMENDED o
BY: . Larry Stein

CONTACT: Elisa Millsap 6-7848




