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Draft 04/25/00 2:45pm 

· PRESIDENT WILLIAM J~ CLINTON 

"THE FINAL DAYS" 

April 29, 2000 



SCENE 1 
PRESS CONFERENCE 

INT. BRIEFING. ROOM 

CLOSE ON THE PRESIDENT 

The PRESIDENT i$. speaking at the podium. He is 
comfortable, fluid, very ·much himself. 

PRESIDENT 
... there's bipartisan support for it in the 

·· Congress, and 'it meets the principles I set 
. out in ·my State of the Union.· If they send 
me the bill in its present form, I will s(gn it. 

(pause) 

·o.K, any questions? · 

(pause) 

~ 

No questions? Anyone? 

WIDE ON EMPTY BRIEFING ROOM· 

Empty except for HELEN THOMAS, who is in the 
front row' sleeping. 

J 



INT. WHITEHOUSE HALLWAY 
.. 

The PRESIDENT is walking down the hall, looking 
for people. 

PRESIDENT 
Hello ... Anyone around ... Hello? 

., .. 

2. 

. I 



SCENE 2 
PORTRAITS 

INT·. EAST WING 

Over this, we hear SOFT MELANCHOLY MUSIC 
(TBD). 

CLOSE ON THE PRESIDENT· 

·PRESIDENT 
You know how 'it is... Your Vice President 
is out running for President ... You're stuck 
back here, minding the store .. · . 

. CUT TO PORTRAITofEisenho~er, staring blankly 
. 
1n response. 

CUT BACK to the PRESIDENT. 

·PRESIDENT 
(after a beat, nods in approval) 

You know what I'm saying. 

(tums.suddenly, as if hearing something behind him) 

· · Wh,at' s that, sir? 

3 



CUT TO PORTRAIT ofFDR, staring blankly. 

CUT BACK to the PRESIDENT. 

'PRESIDENT 

Yeah, and the wife, too. She's got big plans 
ofher.own. ·I hear you, brother.· . 

(brightly) 
Y oli know, we just bought a place not too 

· far from Hyde Park. 

·' ' 

4 \ 



SCENE3 
VOICE MAIL 

· INT. OVAL OFFICE 

PRESIDENT 
· (phone already in hand) 

' . 

Hello, White House... Can you hold, 
please? 

(punches another button) 

Hello, White.House~ .. Can you hold,. 
·please?·· 

(punches another button) 

Yes, I'm sorry, sir. Mr. Podesta is out of 
the office. Would you like his voicemail? 

(punches button) 

Hello, White House ... 

5 
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SCENE4 
r·· OUTDOORS 

EXT. ROSE GARDEN 

I 

I The PRESIDENT is seen, from across the Rose 
' . 

Garden, pushing·a lawn mower .. · 

Trimming the hedges. 

Setting up a sprinkler. 

EXT. SOUTH LAWN 

.· The PRESIDENT is washing the presidential limo 
with a hose and scrub attachment. 

6 



SCENE 5 
LAUNDRY DAY 

INT. WHITE HOUSE RESIDENCE BASEMENT . 

The PRESIDENT is sitting nexfto a dryer, reading a 
copy of "Entertainment Weekly," and checking his 
watch. 

7 



SCENE 6 
THE RED PHONE 

INT. OVAL OFFICE 

. The PRESIDENT is .seen in decision mode: pacing, 
pondering, and in thoughtful repose. He stares out 
the windows at the South Lawn, like Kennedy. during . 
the missile crisis. 

Finally, he reaches for the red phone. A pause. 

·PRESIDENT 

Vladimir. Hi .. 
) 

What's a 5-letter word for a "tasty Russian. 
pancake"? 

8 



.SCENE 7· 
STUART. 

INT. WEST WING HALLWAY 

OPEN. ON STUART, photocopying his. face. The 
. . ' 

PRESIDENT, catching him in the act, shakes his 
head with disdain and walks on. 



t, 

. SCENE 8 
VENDING MACHINE . 

INT. WHITE HOUSE BASEMENT 

The PRESIDENT stands before a "Jack 'n' Jill Ice 
Cream" vending machine. He inserts a dollar bill. ·. 
The machine spits it out. And again, and again. 

He pauses, vexed, staring at the machine. He casts a 
quick look over his shoulder and, seeing no one, lifts 
the door and sti~ks his hand into the machine, trying 
to pry loose an ice cream sandwich. 

He looks around, gives the ~achine a good.hard kick, 
and rocks it a little. He extracts, with pride, an ice 
cream sandwich. He ho~ds it up as UPBEAT MUSIC 

· begins:. Django Reinhardt and Stephane Orappelli 
playing "I Got Rhythm." 

. ~ . 

' 

We now see a montage of a happier PRESIDENT, 
enjoying his freedom in a nearly'empty White 

· House as UPBEAT MUSIC continues to.play. 

10 



SCENE9 
MOVIE NIGHT 

INT. FAMILY THEATER 

The PRESIDENT and BUDDY are watching "101 
Dalmatians" and enjoying, large quantities· of 

, popcorn. 

ll 



,--------- ----- ----------------~-------

SCENE 10 
DRIVE-BY 

•. 

INT. HALLWAY, OLD EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
BUILDING . . 

Two ·,sECRET SERVICE AGENTS stand at attention 
on either side of an open door. 

Through the door frame, we see the PRESIDENT 
ride by on a bicycle, ringing its little bell ..... . 

Later, the PRESIDENT rides by in,the ·opposite: 
direction. 

12 



SCENE 11 
GOLF 

. EXT. SOUTH LAWN 

\ ' 

The PRESIDENT takes afull 'Swing with a driver and 
~atches the golf ball as it sails .into the distance. 

CUT TO: 
' \ 

A CAR in a parking lot, beneath a sign that says· 
''Reserved for Chairman ·Burton." The ball squarely 
hits the car. · · 

CUTBACK TO: 

· The PRESIDENT, who pumps his fist' with glee. 

13 



SCENE.12 
STUART 

INT. WEST WING HALLWAY 

. . . 

OPEN ON STUART still photocopying his face. The . 
·PRESIDENT approaches, taps him on the shoulder 
and gestures for rim to follow. 

CUT TO: 

INT. OVAL OFFICE 

The PRESIDENT sits at his desk in front of a laptop 
as STUART goads him on from over his shoulder, 
gesturing and gyrating. The PRESIDENT is-heeding 
his advice and clearly enjoying himself. 

14 



I I 

SCENE 13 
WAR GAMES 

INT. WEST.WING HALLWAY 

OPEN ON door marked "Situation Room. Restricted 
Area." 

INT. "SITUATION ROOM" 

CLOSE ON. the PRESIDENT 

PRESIDENT 
(with great import) 

B-Sixteen. 

J • 

WIDE SHOT to reveal the PRESIDENT and 
' .·. 

GENERAL SHELTON, seated at the Sit Room 
conference t3:ble, playing "Battleship." ' 

GENERAL SHELTON 
You sunk my battleship! 

CLOSE ON the PRESIDE.NT as he pumps fist with 
glee. 

15 
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SCENE 14 
CARDBOARD CUT -OUT 

.! ' . 

EXT. WEST EXEC DRIVE 

t ' ' ' 

We see a TOURIST posing with a cardboard cut-out 
of the President.-. She has her photo t~ken and 
departs. The PRESIDENT appears next in line, pays 
the vendor, and ·p·oses with the cardboard cut-out of· 
'himself. 

l6·· 



SCENE 15 
FINALE 

INT. WHITE HOUSE BASEMENT 

The PRESIDENT and STUART are at the vending 
machine. The President is demonstrating how. to 
extract free ice cream sandwiches. · He pulls out two 

· and hands one to STUART. 

CUT TO:·. The PRESIDENT and STUART, walking 
off together, smiling, laughing and enjoying their ice 

', 

cream. 

' " 

AND WE: FADE.TO BLACK' 

'17 
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SCENE 1 . 
PRESS CONFERENCE 

INT. BRIEFING ROOM 

CLOSE ON THE PRESIDENT 

The PRESIDENT is speaking at the podium. He is 
. comfortable, fluid, very much· himself. 

PRESIDENT 
... there's bipartisan support for it in the 
Congress, and· it meets the principles I set 
out in my State ofthe Union. If they send 
me the bill in its present form, I will sign it. 

(pause) 

OK, any questions? 

(pause) 

~ 

No questions? Anyone? 

WIDE ON EMPTY BRIEFING ROOM 

Empty except for HELEN THOMAS, who is in the 
, front row, sleeping. 

1 



J . 

INT. WHITE HOUSE HALLWAY 

The PRESIDENT is walking. down the hall, looking. 
for people. · . 

,· 

PRESIDENT . . 

Hello~.~· Anyone around ... Hello? · 

2 . 



INT. EAST WINGe 

SCENE 2 
PORTRAITS 

. Over this, we hear SOFT MELANCHOLY MUSIC . . . 

(TBD). 

CLOSE ON THE.PRESIDENT 

PRESIDENT 
. . 

You know how it is... Your Vice President ,. 

is out running for President~ .. You're stuck· 
back here, minding the store ... · 

CUT TO PORTRAIT of Eisenhower, staring blankly· 
. 
1n response. · 

CUT BACK to the PRESIDENT. 

'PRESIDENT 
. (after a beat, nods in approval) 

You know what T~m saying. 

(turns suddenly, as if hearing something behind him) 

·What's that, sit? 

3 



r------;------------------~---,------~-~---~----

I 

I 

. . 

CUT TO PORTRAIT ofFD"R_,- staring blankly.·· 

CUT·BACK to the PRESIDENT. 

PRESIDENT 

. Yeah, and the wife, too~ She's gotbig plans 
of her own. I hear you, brother. 

(brightly) 
You know, we jusfboug];lt a place not too 
far from Hyde Park. . · 

4 

, I 
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.. SCENE3 
VOICE MAIL· 

INT. OVAL OFFICE 

PRESIDENT 
. (phone ~lready in hand) 

.. . 
·.·· 

r 

· Hello, White House... Can you hold, 
., · please? . 

(punches another button) 

Hello, White House... Can you hold~ 
please? 

·. (punches another button) 

Yes, I'm sorry, sir. Mr. Podesta is out of 
the office. Would you like his voicemail? 

(punches button) ( 

·:Hello, White House .. ~ 

5 



·. SCENE4 
·OUTDOORS 

EXT. ROSE GARDEN 

The PRESIDENT is seen, from across the Rose 
Garden, pushing a lawn mower .. 

Trimming the hedges. 

Setting.up a sprinkler. 

EXT. SOUTH·LAWN 

. ' 

The PRESIDENT is. washing the presidential limo 
with a hose and scrub attachment. 

6 



SCENE 5 
LAUNDRY DAY 

INT. WHITE HOUSE RESIDENCE BASEMENT 

The PRESIDENT is sitting next to a d~yer, ~eading a 
copy of "Entertainment Weekly~;, and checking his 
watch. 

. 7 



·' SCENE.6 
THE RED PHONE 

INT. ·ovAL OFFICE 

The PRESIDENT is seen "in decision. mode: pacing,· 
pondering, and in thoughtful repose. He .stares out 
the windows at the South Lawn, like Kennedy during 
the missile crisis. . 

Finally, he reaches for the red·phone. A pause\ 

PRESIDENT 

Vladimir. Hi. 

What's a s.:.letter word for a "tasty Russian 
pancake"? 

8 



I 

SCENE·7· .. 
STUART ··· . . . ' . 

. . . 

INT .. WEST WING HALLWAY · · 

OPEN ON STUART, photocopying his face~ .The. 
·PRESIQENT, catching him in the act~ shakes his 
head with disdain and walks on. 

} . 

- ,.' 

.:. 9 

·' 



SCENE 8 
VENDING MACHINE 

INT. WHITE HOUSE BASEMENT 

The PRESIDENT stands before a "Jack- 'n' Jill Ice ' . 

Cream" vending machine. He ins~rts a dollar bill. 
The machine spits it out. . And again, and again. 

He pauses, vexed, staring at the machine. He casts a· 
quick look over his shoulder and, seeing no 01;1e, lifts ·. · 
the door and sticks his hand into the machine, trying. 
to pry loose an ice cream sandwich. · 

He looks around, gives the machine a good hard kick, 
· and rocks it a little. _He extracts, with pride, ari ice 
cream sandwich. ·.He holds it up as UPBEAT MUSIC 
begins: Django_.Reinhardt and Stephane Grappelli 
playing "I Got Rhythm." · ·. -

We now see a montage of a happier PRESIDENT, 
enjoying his freedom in a nearly empty White 

· House as UPBEAT MUSIC continues to play. 

10 



SCENE 9 
MOVIE .NIGHT 

INT. FAMILY THEATER 

. ' 

The PRESIDENT and. BUDDY are watching "101 
Dalmatians" and enjoying large quantities. of 
popcorn. 

11 



SCENElO 
DRIVE~ BY 

INT. HALLWAY, OLD,EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
BUILDING 

. . 

Two SECRET SERVICE AGENTS stand at attention . . 

· .on either. side of an open door. · 

· Through the door frame, we see the PRESIDENT 
· ride by on a bicycle, ringing its little bell. 

Late~, the PRESIDENT rides b.Y in the opposite 
direction. 

12 
; . 



SCENE 11 
GOLF 

EXT. SOUTH LAWN 

The PRESIDENT takes a full.swing with a driver and 
:watches.the golf ball as it sails into the distance .. 

CUT TO: 

A CAR in a parking lot, beneath a sign that says 
"Reserved for Chairman Burton." The ball squarely 
hits the car. ' 

CUT·BACK TO: 

. . 
The PRESIDENT, who pumps his fist with glee.· 

13 
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SCENE 12 · 
STUART 

INT. WEST WING HALLWAY 

OPEN ON STUAR'f still photocopying his face. The 
PRESIDENT approaches, taps him on the shoulder 
and gestures for him to follow. 

CUT TO: 

INT. OVAL OFFICE 

The PRESIDENT sits at his desk in front of a laptop 
as STUART_goads him on from over his shoulder,: 
gesturing and gyrating. The PRESIDENT is heeding 
his advice arid clearly enjoying himself. 

14 . 
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.. . . 

SCENE 13- _ 
WAR GAM-ES 

INT. WEST WING HALLWAY 

- ·OPEN ON door marked "Situation Rooni. Restricted 
Area." 

INT. "SITUATION ROOM" 

CLOSE ON the PRESIDENT. 

PRESIDENT 
- (with-great import) -

B-Sixteen. 

-WIDE SHOT to reveal the PRESIDENT and · 
. I 

GENERAL SHELTON, seated at the Sit Room 
conferen·ce table, playing "Battleship.'_' 

. . 
·, 

GEN'ERAL SHELTON 
. You sunk my battles_hip! 

. ' 

CLOSE ON the PRESIDENT as he pumps fist with 
glee. 

. 15 
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SCENE 14 
CARDBOARD CUT-OUT 

EXT. WEST EXEC DRIVE 

We see a TOURIST posing with a cardboard cut-out 
of the President. She has her photo taken and 
departs. The PRESIDENT appears next in line, pays 
the vendor, and_poses with the cardboard C\lt-out of 
himself. 

16 
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SCENE 15 
FINALE · 

INT. WHITE HOUSE BASEMENT 

' '• 

The PRESIDENT and STUART are at the vending 
. machine. The President is demonstrating how to 
extract free ice cream sandwiches. ·He pulls out two 
and hands one to STUART. 

CUT TO: The PRESIDENT and STUART, walking 
off together, smiling, laughing and enj9ying th~ir ic~ 
cream. 

AND WE: FADE TO BLACK 

'' 

17 



Draft 04/25/00 2:45pm 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

"THE FINAL DAYS" 
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SCENE 1 
PRESS CONFERENCE 

' . 
INT. BRIEFING ROOM 

CLOSE ON THE PRESIDENT 

The PRESIDENT is speaking at the podium. He is· 
comfortable, fluid, very much himself. 

PRESIDENT 
... there's bipartisan support for it in the 

' ' ' 

Congress, and it meets the principles I set 
out in my State of the Union. If they send 
me the bill in its present form, I will sign it. 

(pause) 

OK, any questions? 

(pause) 

~ 

N<? questions? Anyone?. 

WIDE ON EMPTY BRIEFING ROOM 

Empty except for HELEN THOMAS, who is in the 
front row, sleeping. 

1 

-.I 



INT. WHITEHOUSE HALLWAY.·· 
. I 

·! 

The PRESIDENT is wal~ing down the hall, looking 
for people. 

' . 

. PRESIDENT. 
Hello ... Anyone around ... Hello? 

I • ' 

. > 



I 

INT. EAST WING 

SCENE 2 
PORTRAITS 

.l 

Over this, we hear SOFT MELANCHOLY MUSIC. 
(TBD) .. 

CLOSE ON THE.PRESIDENT 

PRESIDENT: 
·You ktlow how it is ... Your Vice President 
is out running for President.·~ You're stuck 
back here, minding the store ... 

· CUT TO PORTRAIT_ of Eisenhower, staring blankly 
. 
1n response. 

CUT BACK· to the PRESIDENT . 

. . PRESIDENT 
(after a beat, nods in approval) 

I :' 

You know what I'm saying. 

(turns suddenly, as if hearing something behind him) 

What's that, sir? 

3 . 



------------ - --------------------- ------- - - -- - -

. . . 

CUT TO. PORTRAIT ofFDR, staring blankly. 

CUT BACK. to the PRESIDENT. 

PRESIDENT 

Y·eah, and the wife, too. ·She's got big plans 
of her own. I hear you, brot~er. 

(brightly) 
You know, we just bought a place not too 
far from Hyde Park. 

4 
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·scENE3 
VOICE MAIL 

INT. OVAL OFFICE 

'' ' 

·PRESIDENT 
(phone already. in hand) 

Hello, White House ... Can you hold, 
please? . 

(punches another button) 

Hello, White House... Can you hold, 
please? 

(punches another button) 

·Yes, I'm sorry, sir. Mr. Podesta is out of 
the office. Would you like his v?icemail? 

(punches button). · 

Hello, White, House ... 

5 
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SCENE4 
·OUTDOORS 

EXT. ROSE GARDEN .. " 

The PRESIDENT is seen, from ·across the Rose 
' ' ' 

Garden, pushing a lawn mowec 

Trimming the.hedges~ 

Setting up a sprinkler. 

' \ 

EXT.· SOUTH LAWN 

The PRESIDENT is w,ashingthe presidential limo 
.·.with a hose and scrub attachment. 

6 
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SCENE 5 
LAUNDRY DAY 

INT. WHITE HOUSE RESIDENCE BASEMENT 

The PRESIDENT is sitting next to a dryer, reading a 
copy of "Entertainment Weekly," and checking his 
watch. 

. ' / . 

7 
\ 
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···. 

SCE·NE 6. 
THE RED PHONE· 

•. .",t 

·'' 

INT. OVAL OFFICE 
' .... 

The P'RESIDENT is seen iri decision m6de:· pacing, 
pondering, and in thoughtful repose. · He stares. out 

·the windows at the South Lawn, like Kennedy:during·. 
·the missiJe· crisis~· · ··. · · , · ., 

Finally, .he .reaches for the red phone. ·A pause. 

·PRESIDENT 
. ;' .. • 

,•' 

. . :\ 
'' 

Vladimir. · HL 
..•. 

·· What's a 5-fet~er word for a ''tasty .. Russian 
pancake"?. · 

···. ' 

.,, . 

< •• ' 

'8 ' - \,f : . 

. ' ' 

. :. '' . 

. ' ' 

' i 

..· .. 

·, 1: 

, I , 
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SCENE 7 
STUART 

INT. WEST WING HALLWAY 

OPEN ON STUART, photocopying his face. The 
PRESIDENT, catching him in the act, shakes his 
head with disdain and walks on. 

9 



I . 
i 

'· 

SCENES 
·vE~DING MACHINE 

INT. WHITE HOUSE BASEMENT 

The PRESIDENT stands before a "Jack 'n' Jill Ice . . 

Cream" vending machine. He. inserts a dollar bill. 
The machine spits it out.. And again, and again. 

He pauses, vexed, staring at the machine. He casts a . · 
quick look over his shoulder and, seeing no one, lifts 
the door and sticks his hand into the machine, trying . 
to pry loose an ice cream sandwich. 

He looks.around,.gives the machine a good hard kick, 
an<f rocks it a little. He extracts, with pride, an ice 
·cream sandwich. ·He holds it lip as UPBEAT MUSIC 
begins: Django Reinhardt and Stephane Grappelli' 

· playing "I Got Rhythm." 

We now see a montage ·of a happier-PRESIDENT,· 
enjoying his freedom in a nearly empty White 
House as UPBEAT MUSIC continues to play. 

10 
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SCENE 9 
MOVJE NIGHT . 

INT. FAMILY THEATER 

The PRESIDENT and BUDDY are watching "101 
Dalmatians" and enjoying large quantities of 
popcorn. 

11 



SCENE 10 
DRIVE-BY 

INT. HALLWAY, OLD. EXECUTIVE OF:fiCE 
BUILDING . 

. ' 

Two SECRET SERVICE AGENTS stand at attention 
on either side of an open door. 

Through the· door frame, we see the PRESIDENT 
ride by on a bicycle, ringing its little bell. 

' . ' 

Later, the PRESIDENT rides by in the opposite 
I • 

, direction. 

12 '. 



· SCENE 11 
GOLF 

EXT. SOUTH LAWN 

The PRESIDENT takes a full swing with a driver and 
watches the golf ball as it sails into the distance. 

CUT TO: 

·A CAR in a parking lot, beneath a sign·that says 
"Re~served for Chairman Burton.", The ball squarely 
hits the car. 

CUTBACK TO: 

The PRESIDENT, who pumps his fist with glee. 

13 



SCENE 12·­
STUART 

. INT. WEST WING HALLWAY 

OPEN ON STUART still photocopying his face. The 
· PRESIDENT approaches, taps him. on the shoulder 

and·gestures for him to follow. 

CUT TO: .···' 

. INT. OVAL OFFICE 

The P~SIDENT sits at his desk in front of a laptop 
as STUART goads him on from over his shoulder, 
gesturing and gyrating.· The PRESIDENT is heeding 
his advice (lnd clearly enjoying hin:self . 

. 14 



SCENE 13 
WAR GAMES. 

INT. WEST WING HALLWAY 

OPEN ON door marked "Situation Room. Restricted 
Area." 

INT. "SITUATION ROOM" 

·CLOSE ON the PRESIDENT 

PRESIDENT 
(with great import) 

B-Sixteen. 

WIDE SHOT to reveal the PRESIDENT and 
GENERAL. SHELTON, seated at the Sit Room 
conference table, playing "Battleship." 

GENERAL SHELTON 
You sunk my battleship!· 

CLOSE ON the PRESIDENT as he pumps fist with · 
glee. 

15 



r-------------- --- -- ·~-----------

SCENE14 . ' ! ., 

·.cARDBOARD CUT-OUT 

EXT. WEST EXEC DRIVE 

We see a TOURIST posing with a cardb9ard cut-out 
ofthe President. She has.her photo taken and 
departs. The PRESIDENT appears next in line, pays 

· · the vendor, and poses· with the cardboard cut-·out of 
himself. 

J 

16 



SCENE 15 
FINALE 

INT. WHITE HOUSE BASEMENT .. 

. The PRESIDENT and STUART are at the vending 
machine. The President is demonstrating how to 
extract free ice· cream sandwiches. He pulls out two 
·and hands one·to STUART·. 

CUT TO: The PRESIDENT and STUART, walking 
off together, smiling, laughing and enjoying their ice 
cream. 

AND WE: FADE TO BLACK 
/ 
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· PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

"THE FINAL DAYS" 
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SCENE 1. 
PRESS CONFERENCE 

INT. BRIEFING ROOM 

CLOSE ON THE PRESIDENT 

The PRESIDENT is speaking at the podium .. · He is 
. comfortable, fluid, very much himself. 

PRESIDENT 
... there's bipartisan support for it in the 
Congress, and it meets the principles I set . 
out in my State of the Union.· If they send . 
me the bill in its present form, I will sign it. · 

(pause) 

OK, any questions? 

- (pause) 

~ 

No questions? Anyone? 

WIDE ON EMPTY BRIEFING ROOM 
I 

Empty except for HELEN THOMAS, who is in the 
front row, sleeping. 

1 . 



INT.· WHITE HOUSE HALLWAY 

The PRESIDENT is ·walking down the hall, looking 
:for people. · 

. . PRESIDENT 
Hello ... Anyone around.:. Hello? 

( 

'' 

2 



SCENE 2 
PORTRAITS 

INT. EAST.WING 

Over this, we hear SOFT MELANCHOL Y·MUSIC 
(TBD). 

CLOSE ON THE PRESIDENT 

PRESIDENT 
You know how it -is;·... Your Vice President 
is out running for President. .. You're stuck 

. back here, minding the store ... · 

CUT TO PORTRAIT of Eisenhower, staring blankly 
. 
1n response. 

1 · CUT BACK to the PRESIDENT. 

PRESIDENT 
(after a beat, nods in approval) 

. . ' 

You know what I'm saying. 

(turns suddenly, as if hearing something behind him) 

I 

What's that, sir? 

3 
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CUT TO-PORTRAIT ofFDR, staring blankly .. 

CUT BACK to the PRESIDENT. 

PRESIDENT 

Yeah, and the wife, too. She's got big plans 
of her own. I hear you, brother. 

(brightly) 
You know, we just bought a place not too 
·far from Hyde Park. 

4 



SCENE3. 
VOICE MAIL.· 

INT. OVAL OFFICE 

PRESIDENT 
(phone already in hand) 

Hello, White House .. ·. Can you. hold, 
please? 

(punches another button) 

Hello, White House~.. Can you hold, 
please? 

(punches another button) 

. . 

Yes, I'm sorry, sir.' Mr. Podesta is out of 
the office. Would you like his voicemail? · 

(punches button) 

Hello, White House ... 

·s 



. ( 

. SCENE 4 
OUTDOORS 

EXT. ROSE GARDEN 

The.PRESIDENT is. seen, from across the Rose 
Garden, pushing a lawn mower. 

Trimming the hedges. 

/ Setting up a sprinkler. 

EXT. SOUTH LAWN 

The PRESIDENT is washing the pr~sidentiallimo 
with a hose and scrub attachment. 

6 . 



· SCENE·s 
LAUNDRY DAY 

' ' ' • ' ' I 

INT. WHITE HOUSE RESIDENCE BASEMENT .· 

The PRESIDENT is sitting next to a dryer, reading a 
_copy of "Entertainment Weekly," and checking his 
watch. 

7 
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SCENE 6, 
THE RED PHONE· 

.INT. OVAL OFFICE 

The PRESIDENT is seen in decisiop mode: pacing, 
pondering, and in thoughtful repose. He stares ou.t 
the windows at the South Lawn, .like Kennedy during 
the missile crisis. 

Finally; he reaches for the red phone. A pa~.se. 
' ' 

PRESIDENT·. 

Vladimir. Hi. 
''I ' 

What's a 5-letter word for a '.'tasty Russian 
pancake"? 

8 



·scENE 7 
STUART 

INT. WEST WING HALLWAY 
. ' . . 

OPEN ON STUART, photocopying his face. The . 
PRESIDENT, catching him in the act, shakes h1s. 
head with disdain and walks on. 

9· 



SCENE 8 
VENDING MACHINE 

INT. WHITE HOUSE BASEMENT 

The PRESIDENT stands before a "Jack 'n' Jill Ice 
Cream" vending machine. He inserts a dollar bill .. 
The machine spits it out.· And.again, and again . 

. He pauses, vexed, staring at the machine~ He casts a 
· ·.quick look over his shoulder and, seeing no one, lifts 

the door and sticks his· hand into the machine, trying 
to pry loose an ice· cream sandwich. 

I . 

·He looks ~round, gives the machine a good hard kick, 
and rocks it a little. He extracts, with pride, an ice· 
cream sandwich~ H;e holds it up as UPBEAT MUSIC 
begins: Django Reinhardt and S.tephane Grappelli 
playing "I Got Rhythm.'·' 

We now see a n,ontage of a happier PRESIDENT, 
·enjoyinghisfreedomin a nearly. empty White 
House as UPBEAT MUSIC continues to play. 

10 



SCENE9 
,. 

MOVIE NIGHT 

INT. FAMILY THEATER 

' ' ' 

The PRESIDENT.and BUDDY are watching "101 
Dalmatians"- and enjoying large quantities of 
popcorn. 

' 
' ' 

' ' 

11 



.--------------------~ ----------

SCENE 10· 
DRIVE-BY . 

. INT .. HALLWAY, OLD EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
BUILDING. . 

Two SECRET SERVICE AGENTS stand at attention 
on either side of an open door. 

Through the door frame; we see the PRESIDENT 
. ride by on a bicycle, ringing its little bell. 

Later, the PRESIDENT rides by in the opposite 
direction. 

. 12 
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-- -- ---------- ---

SCENEll 
GOLF 

EXT. SOUTH LAWN . 

The PRESIDENT takes· a full swing with a driver and 
watches the golf ball as it sails into the distance. 

CUT TO: 

A CAR in a parking lot~ beneath a sign that' says 
"Reserved for Chairman Burton." The· ball squarely. 
hits the car. 

CUTBACK TO: 

The PRESIDENr, .who pumps his fist with glee. 

13 

\ 



SCENE 12 
·. STUART 

INT. WEST WING HALLWAY 

OPEN ON STUART still photocopying hi~ face. The 
· · PRESIDENT approaches,. taps him on the· shol.llder · 

and gestures for him to follow. 

CUT TO:. 

INT. OVAL OFFICE 

. . 

The PRESIDENT sits at his desk in front of a laptop 
·as STUART goads him on from ov~r his shoulder; 
gesturing and gyrating. The PRESIDENT is heeding · 
his advice and clearly enjoying himself. 

14 



SCENE 13 
WAR GAMES .. 

INT. WESTWINGHALLWAY 

· OPEN ON 'door marked "Situation Room. ·Restricted 
Area." 

INT. "SITUATION ROOM" 

CLOSE ON .the PRESIDENT. 

PRESIDENT 
(with great import)· 

.B-Sixteen. 

WIDE SHOT to reveal the PRESIDENT and 
GENERAL SHELTON, seated at the Sit Room 
conference table, playing "Battleship." 

GENERAL SHELTON 
' ' 

You sunk my battleship!. 

CLOSE ON the 'PRESIDENT.as he pumps fist with 
glee. , · 

15 
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SCENE 14. 
CARDBOARD CUT -OUT 

EXT. WEST EXEC DRIVE 
·' ' . 

. . We see a TOURIST_ posing with a cardbo·ard cut-out 
of the President. . She has _her photo taken and 
departs.' The PRESIDENT appears next in line, pays 
the vendor, and poses with the cardboard cut~out of. 
himself. 

' 

16 . 
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·scENE 15 
FINALE· 

. . 

INT. WHITE HOUSE BASEMENT 

The PRESIDENT and STUART are at the vending 
machine. The President is demonstrating how to 
extract free ice cream sandwiches. He pulls out two 
and hands one to STUART. 

CUT TO: The PRESIDENT and STUART, walking 
off together, smiling, laughing and enjoyingth~ir ice 
cream. 

AND WE: FADE TO BLACK· 

17 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

"THE FINAL DAYS'' 
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I . 

SCENE 1 
PRESS CONFERENCE. 

INT. BRIEFING ROOM 

CLOSE ON THE PRESIDENT 

The _PRESIDENr is speaking·· at the podium. He is 
comfortable, fluid, very much himself. 

PRESIDENT 
.· .. there's bipartisan support for it in the 
Congress, and it meets the principles I set· 
out in my State of the Union. If they send 
me the bill in its present form, I will- sign it. . 

(pause) 

. OK, any questions? 

(pause) . ··. 

~. 

No questions? Anyone? 

' 

-WIDE ON EMPTY BRIEFING ROOM 

Empty except for HELEN THOMAS, who is in the 
front row, sleeping. 

1 



INT. WHITE HOUSE HALLWAY .. 
. . . . 

The PRESIDENT is walking down the hall, ~ooking 
for people. 

PRESIDENT . 
. Hello.~. ·Anyone around ... Hello? 

. ': 

. I 

2 



INT. EAST WING 

SCENE 2 
PORTRAITS 

Over this, we hear SOFT MELANC.HOL Y MUSIC 
· (TBD) .. 

CLOSE ON THE PRESIDENT 

PRESIDENT 
You know how it is ... Your Vice President · 
is out running for President ... You're stuck 
back here, minding the store .. . 

· CUT .TO PORTRAIT ofEisenhower, staring blankly · 
. 
In response. 

CUT BACK to the PRESIDENT. 

. .PRESIDENT 
(after a beat, rtods in approval) 

. You know what I'm saying. · .. · 

(turns suddenly, as if hearing something behind him) 
.7 

What's that, sir? 

3 



CUT T.O PORTRAIT ofF~R, staring blankly. 

CUT BACK to the PRESIDENT . 

. PRESIDENT 

Yeah, anq the wife, too. She's got big plans 
of her own.· I hear you, brother. 

(brightly) 
You., know,· we just bought a place not too 
far from Hyde Par~. 

4 

r 
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SCENE3 
VOICE MAIL 

INT. OVAL OFFICE . 

. PRESIDENT 
(phone already in hand) 

'"' ·;.. 

Hello, White House .. : Can you hold, 
please?. 

(punches another button) 

Hello, White House... Can you~hold, 
· please? · 

(punches another button) 
J ; 

I 

Yes, I':m sorry, sir. Mr. Podesta is out of 
the off}ce. ·would you like his voicemail? 

I . • • • 

(punches button). . 

'· Hello, White House ... \ 

: ' 

5 
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' . . : 

! . 

I 

! 
I 

SCEN-E4 
OUTDOORS. 

EXT. ROSE ·GARDEN 

The.PRESIDE~T is seen, from across the Rose 
Garden:,. pushing a lawn mower. 

. . 

Trimming the ijedges. 
I 

Setting up a sprinkler. 

I 
·I 

I 
I 

. I 

EXT. SOUTH LAWN 
I 

I 
I . 

The PRESIDENT is washing the presidential limo 
I . 

with a hose and scrub attachment. · 
! 

I 
I 

I . 
i 

6 
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I 
I 

SCENE 5 · 
LAUNDRY DAY 

j . 

INT. WHITE HOUSE RESIDENCE BASEMENT 
I . 

: 
I . 
I 
I 

The PRESIDE~T is sitt~ng next to a dryer, reading a 
copy of "Enter~ainment Weekly;" and checking his 
watch. !·. 

I 

j 
i 
I 

. I 

7 



I 
I . 
I 

i . , SCENE 6 .. 
! .THE RED PHONE 
I 
I 
I 

i 
. • . . . I.. • 

INT. OVAL OFFICE 
I 
I 
' 

·i 

The PRESIDENT is seen in decision mode:. pacing, 
pondering, andlin thoughtful repose. He stares out · 
the windows at! the South Lawn, like Kennedy dur_ing 
the missile crisis. 

I 
I 

. I . . 
Finally, he reaches forthe red phone. A pause. 

' ! 
i 

PRESIDENT .. I . 

I 
I 

Vladimir. ·Hi. 
I 
I 

What'~s a 5-letter word for a "tasty Russian 
I . 

panca*e"? .. · 
j 
I 

i 
I 

i 
' ' I 

I 

I . 

8 
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I 
I 
I 

SCENE 7 
· STUART 
. \ 

INT. WESTW[NGHALLWAY I . 
I 

OPEN ON STqART, photocopyinghis face. The 
PRESIDENT, ~atching him in the act, shakes his 
head with disd~in and walks on.· 

i 

. I 
I 

I 

9 
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I 

I 
I 
i 
I 

----- -----------

'j 
i SCENE 8 -
YENDING MACHINE 
I 
l 

INT. WHITE HOUSE BASEMENT-, . 

, .11 . . . 

The PRESIDENT stands before a "Jack 'n' Jill Ice 
t ' 

Cream" vending machine. He inserts a dollar bill. 
The machine sP,its it out. And again, and agaip. 

. I . ·. . I , 

. ' ! . ' . 
He pauses, vex~d, staring at the machine. He casts a 

I 

quick look ove~tr his _shoulder and, seeing no one, lifts 
the door and st~cks his hand into the machine, trying. 
to pry loose an jice cream sandwich. · 

I 
' ' . . 

·He looks aroun~, gives the machine a good hatd kick, 
anq rocks it a li~le. He extracts, ·with pride, an ice 
cream sandwic~. · He holds itup as UPBEAT MUSIC 
begins: Djangd Reinhardt and ·Stephane Grappelli 

. I . 
playing "I Got Rhythm." · 

I . 
. f 

I . 

l ' 
We now see a 'fontage of~ happier PRESIDENT, 

. enjoying his fr~edom in a nearly empty White · 
House as UPBfAT A:fUSIC continues to play .. 

' .. ! 

I 
! 
' 

i _· . 
~ 

, I -
j 

' 

l 
. I 

. -i 
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I 
. I 

I 
I 

I 
i 

1 SCENE 9 
I , . 

. I . MOVIE NIGHT 

INT. FAMILY THEATER 

The P~SIDEfT a~d ~UDDY are w~t.ching "101 
Dalmatians" an;d enJoying large quantities of . 
popcorn. i 

I 
' 

I 
. I 

11 



, . 
I 
I 

. ! 

. . 
I . I .. 

. 
I 

SCENE 10 
DRIVE-BY 

INT. HALLWAY, OLD:EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
BUILDING •• j . " .: .. 

I 

! 
. . I 

Two SECRET SERVICE ·AGENTS· stand at attention I . 

on either side o\f an open door. 
I 

I . 
~hrough the ~oior fra~e, ~e-~ee ~he PRESIDENT 
ride by on a biqycle, ringing its httle bell. . 

I . 

I 

. Later, the PRESIDENT ridt?s by in the opposite 
, I . . 

direction. · I · 

i 
l 
! 

' ' 

. ' 

I 
! 
. 

I 
I 
i ' 
I 

12 
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SCENE ll 
·1 GOLF 

I 
i 

I 

EXT. ·souTH LAWN 
' i 
I 

The PRESIDE*T takes a full swing with a driver and . 
watches the go],f ba~l as it sails into the distance. 

I . 
I 
I ' . 
! 

CUT TO: 
I 

A CAR in a pa¥ing lot, beneath a sign that says 
"Reserved for ~hairman Burton." T~e ball squarely 
hits the car. i 

I 

. i 
CUT BACK T([): 

I 

. The PRESIDE~T, who pumps his· fist with glee. 
I 
I 

I . 

I 
I 

13; 
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I 

I SCENE 12· 
'I. STUART . 

.I 

I . 

INT. WEST WjiNG HALLWAY . 
f 
I 

I . . I . . 

OPEN ON· STIDART still photocopying his face. The 
I . . . 

PRESIDENT ~pproaches, taps him on the shoulder 
and gestures fo\r him to follow. . . 

CUT TO: 

I . 
INT. OVAL OFFICE 

. . I 

I 

' ' 

'. 
' 

The PRESIDENT sits at his desk in front ·of a laptop 
as STUART·g~ads him on. from ~v·er his shoulder, 
gesturing and gyrating. The PRESIDENT is :.heeding 
his advice and ~learly enjoying himself. · 

. ' I i" 
i . 

I 
I 

. ·I 

I 
I 

14 
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I I 

I 

SCENE 13 
WAR GAMES 

INT. WEST WiiNG HALLWAY . ; 

I I . , . 

OPEN ON door marked "Situation Room. Restricted 
I 

Area." 
I 

I 

· INT. "SITUAJliON ROOM" 
I . 
I 

CLOSE ON thJPRESIDENT 
I 

PRESIDENT 
I (with great import) 
I 
I 

S
o I 

B- txt~en .. 
' I 

I 

i 
WIDE SHOT t~ reveal .the PRESIDENT and 
GENERAL SH~L TON~ seated at the Sit Room 
.conference tabl6, playing "Battleship~" 

,. 

I 
I 

' 

<GENERAL SHELTON 
You s4nk my battleship! 

I 
i 

CLOSE ON the! PRESIPENT as he pumps fist with 
glee. ! · 

15 
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I . ',. 

SCENE 14 
CARDBOARD CUT -OUT 

I 
! 
I 

. I 

EXT. WEST EJXEC DRIVE , I . 

I 

.. 

I . . 
We see a TOU~ST posing with a cardboard cut-out 

I . . 

of the President. She has her photo taken and 
I • . . 

. departs. The P~SIDENT appears next in line, pays 
the vendor, anq poses with the cardbo~rd cut~qut of 
himself. I 

I 
I 

. ! 

! . 
I 

! 

' 
I 

1. 

I 

l 16 
I. 

I 
' I 
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.'···. 

SCENE 15 
FINALE 

I . 
. . : INT. WHITE IfiOUSE BASEMENT 

i 
I 
I 

The PRESIDENT and STUART are at the vending 
t . . . 

machine. The ~resident is demonstrating how to 
extract free. ice) cream sandwiches. He pulls out two, 
and hands one to STUART. 

j 
I 
i 

.I 

CUT TO: Thej~I_rnSIDEN! and ST~A~T, wa~ki~g 
off together, smiling, laughing and enJoying their Ice 

I . 
cream. ; 

I 
I 

AND WE: F AIDE TO BLACK 
J . 

' . I 
' 
I l . 

I 

' 
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I 
' ' 
I 

CUT TO PORTRAIT ofFDR, staring blankly. ' l ' ' . 
I , . 

I . 

CUT BACK tolthe PRESIDENT. 
I 
I 

PRESIDENT 

Yeah; and the wife, too. She's got big plans 
of her own.· I hear you, ·brother. . 

'I . 

. · ; j . (brightly) 
You.,,ow, we justbol:lght a place not too . 
far fr9

1
m Hyde Parl,c. . ·. . · . . . · 

,' '! 

•I 

~ I 
i 

, I 
I 

, 1. 
I 

:' .. 

i 
. I 
'I 
I i 
I 

. 'I 

'' 
I! 

i I 
, I 

I ·4. ·J 


