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THE WHITE Hu JSE

WASHINGTON

April 6, 1998

Dear Mr. Donohue:

Thank you for your letter expressing support
for normalizing economic relations with
Vietnam. My decision to grant a Jackson-Vanik
waiver will facilitate Vietnamese participation
in U.S. export promotion and investment support
programs, including those associated with
Export-Import Bank, the Overseas Private
Investment Corporation and the Maritime
Administration. The waiver alsc will provide
an incentive for the Vietnamese government to
be more cooperative on a wide range of issues,
including POW/MIA accounting, the negotiation
of a bilateral trade agreement, emigration, and
human rights.

I am confident this comprehensive strategy will
help us move more rapidly toward normalization
of overall relations between the United States
and Vietnam, and I look forward to working with
you toward that goal.

Sincerely,

Mr. Thomas J. Donohue
President and CEO

U.S. Chamber of Commmerce
1615 H Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20062-2000

——__/-_-_
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 27, 1998

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER@ Fo
GENE SPERLING(9DS

SUBJECT: Jackson-Vanik Waiver for Vietnam

Purpose

2109

Reply to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the American Chamber of
Commerce in Vietnam, and the Asia-Pacific Council of American

Chambers of Commerce on Vietnam policy.

Background

The Chambers wrote to support full economic normalization for
Vietnam and the granting of a waiver of the Jackson-Vanik
Amendment. Your reply expresses thanks for the Chambers’
support and your belief that the Jackson-Vanik wailver will
promote Vietnamese cooperation on a number of issues.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at Tab A.

Attachments _
Tab A Letter to U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

ccC.

Vice President
Chief of Staff



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 2109
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

March 23, 1998

ACTION
T~
MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER(];%
. THROUGH: SANDRA J. KRISTOFFj”h/
FROM:
SUBJECT: Response to Letter Supporting the Jackson-Vanik

Waiver for Vietnam

Members of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the American Chamber of
Commerce in Vietnam, and the Asia-Pacific Council of American
Chambers of Commerce wrote the President supporting full
economic normalization with Vietnam. The President’s reply
expresses appreciation for the Chambers’ support and notes the
granting of Jackson-Vanik waiver will encourage Vietnamese

cooperation on other issues as well.
' |

- CR gk;’ tﬁ N*ga/ @,
Concurrences by: Eric Schwartz, Joe Bouchard, James Baker,ﬂhhﬁh1&b

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab A Letter to U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Tab B " Incoming Correspondence ‘
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{7w‘/\ October 20, 1997
The President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, American Chamber of Commerce in Vietnam, and
Asia-Pacific Council of American Chambers of Commerce support full economic
nommalization with Vietnam. We urge the Administration to act immediately to waive
application of Section 402 of Title IV of the Trade Act of 1974 (the Jackson-Vanik
amendment), which will pave the way for the Export-Import Bank and Overseas Private
Investment Corporation to begin support of U.S. projects in Viemam.

We supported and applauded the Administration when you lifted the trade embargo in
February 1994, and when you established diplomatic relations with Vietnam in July
1995. The growing links between our nations have not only fostered commercial activity,
but also strengthened Vietnamese cooperation on a range of other issues, including the
question of MIAs. The arrival of Ambassador Pete Peterson and the ongoing negotiations
for a bilateral trade agreement have been important steps in furthering economic relations
with Viemam. But more needs to be done.

While many U.S. companies have opened up offices in Vietnam since the embargo was
lifted in 1995, those companies are at a serious disadvantage compared to European and
Asian competitors whose governments provide more direct assistance to Viemam in
addition to standard trade and investment programs which we still lack. American
companies operate without the support of many crucial government export promotion
programs. This support 1s critical in a number of major procurement decisions being
made by Vietnam.

We urge you to fully support the continuation of the ongoing trade agreement
negotiations, which we hope will lead expeditiously to market access for U.S. companies
and reciprocal MFN status. We further ask that you support Ambassador Peterson’s
efforts to make the new consulate in Ho Chi Minh City fully operational, which will
benefit the many U.S. companies and citizens based there.

We stand committed to supporting you in yvour effort to normalize economic relations
with Viemam. Thank you for your consideration of our views.

U.S. Chamber of Commerce American Chamber of Commerce in Vietnam
Asia-Pacific Council of American Chambers of Commerce (APCAC)

Iovd gL1E8VZOT:Al AIQd TIUYNJAIINI AIGWVYHD SN:HWOAL £€S:11 L6-82-120
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER

Geve SPERL IV
SUBJECT: Jackson-Vanik Waiver for Vietnam
Purpose

Reply to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the Amefican Chamber of
Commerce 1in Vietnam, and the Asia-Pacific Couficil of American
Chambers of Commerce on Vietnam policy.

Background

The Chambers wrote to support fuil ecgfiomic normalization for
Vietnam and the granting of a waiver/of the Jackson-Vanik
Amendment. Your reply expresses thZAnks for the Chambers’
support and your belief that the Jhckson-Vanik waiver will
promote Vietnamese cooperation o1/ a number of issues.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter at /Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Letter to U, Chamber of Commerce
Tab B Incoming C¢rrespondence:

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: SAMUEL BERGER

SUBJECT: Rospepse—iaiaier=tuppesmagedre Jagkson-Vanik
Waiver for Vietnam

Purpose

o?
‘ﬂfiféply to desker=from the U.S. Chamber o} Commerce, the
American Chamber of Commerce in Vietnam, #And the Asia-Pacific
Council of American Chambers of Commerce/ on Vietnam policy.

Background

The Chambers wrote to support full /economic normalization for
Vietnam and the granting of a waiyxer of the Jackson-Vanik
Amendment. Your reply expresses/ thanks for the Chambers’
support and your belief that the Jackson-Vanik waiver will
promote Vietnamese cooperatiof on a number of issues, retading
POWMIAen 2@ GO R L G puins L 16,s N € GO fodlr el i@ 1o @ Fompmlprimde i einadmmteradie.
agpeenentTEMIgTa U fonm=and=aman arighiss=

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the lettér at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Lettey to U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Tab B Incopiing Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of staff
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by,

THE WHITE FOUSE

WASHINGTON
A :
R ;

Dear Mr. Donohue: //

Thank you for your letter expressing support
for normalizing economic relations aith
Vietnam. My @geeewnt decision to gyant %edorem a
Jackson-Vanik waiver will facilifate

Vietnamese participation in U.S{ export
promotion and investment support programs,
including those associated w;fh Export-Import
Bank, the Overseas Private }hvestment,
Corporation and the Maritigle Administration.

.~ also will provide an ificentive for the

Vietnamese government tg/be more cooperative on
a wide range of issues,/ including POW/MIA
accounting, the negotyation of a bilateral
trade agreement, emigration, and human rights.

I am confident thig comprehensive strategy will
help us move more /frapidly toward normalization

of overall relations between the United States

and Vietnam, ang I look forward to working with
you toward that/ goal.

Sincerely,

omas J. Donohue

resident and CEO

U.S. Chamber of Commmerce
1615 H Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20062-2000
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Please dgfthe following with
the attached letter:

Send to Agency Liaison for
appropriate action

[:] Send to Agency Liaison for
direct routing (no cover
letter)to:

Send to Agency Liaison for
Jim Dorskind cover 1letter
and routing to:
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Donchue:
Thank you for your letter expressing support
for normalizing economic relations Avith
Vietnam. My geeewt declision to gfant ¥e=ftmam a
Jackson-Vanik waiver will facilifate

Vietnamese participation in U.S/ export
promotion and investment suppoft programs,
including those associated wjyth Export-Import
Bank, the Overseas Private Ynvestment
Corporation and the Maritiple Administration.

\_ —F£ also-will provide an ificentive for the

Vietnamese government tg/be more cooperative on
a wide range of issues,/ including POW/MIA
accounting, - the negotiation of a bilateral
trade agreement, emigration, and human rights.

I am confident this comprehensive strategy will
help us move more frapidly toward normalization

of overall relatifons between the United States

and Vietnam, and I look forward to working with
you toward tha¥y/ goal.

Sincerely,

omas J. Donohue

resident and CEO

U.S. Chamber of Commmerce
1615 H Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20062-2000




