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AMERICAN GI FORUM OF THE UNITED STATES

NATIONAL VETERANS FAMILY ORGANIZATION
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL COMMANDER

NATIONAL COMMANDER 11212 Archway Drive FOUNDER
Jake Alarid Whittier, CA 90604 Dr. Hector P. Garcia
. (310) 941-2607 1315 Bright
(310) 634-6986 (FAX) Corpus Christi, TX 78405
February 13, 1998 3
The Honorable William J. Clinton 2/, zf/ 13 |

President of the United States

The White House PLEASE STAFF
Washington D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the membership of the American GI Forum of the United States, a national
Hispanic veterans family organization, I am writing to respectfully urge you not to waive the
requirements of the Jackson-Vanik Amendment (19 U.S.C. § 2432(a)) with respect to the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam. The basis for such a waiver is that the waiver will substantially promote the
objection of section 402 of the Trade Act of 1974 and that the President has received assurances from
the country concerned that the emigrations practices of that country will lead substantially to the
objections of that section. The American GI Forum believes that such a determination is premature.

The policy of the American GI Forum requires the fullest cooperation before any further
favorable actions toward Vietnam be taken. 19 U.S. Section 2432 provides authority for the President to
withhold nondiscriminatory trade treatment to countries based on cooperation to achieve a complete
accounting of all United States military and civilian personnel who are missing in action in Southeast
Asia and to return the remains of such personnel who are dead to the United States. The unilateral
cooperation by Vietnam in resolving matters relating to U.S. unaccounted personnel has not been
forthcoming. The American GI Forum further urges you not to waive, with respect to Vietnam, any
statutory prohibitions on nondiscriminatory trade treatment, commercial agreements, and participation in
programs of the U.S. Government which extends credits or financing guarantees and other forms of

assistance.

Mr. President, if you, or your staff, should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
me, at 562-634-6986, or contact Carlos Martinez, President, American GI Forum National Veterans

Outreach Program, at 210-223-4088.
Respectfully Yours,

OZJake I. Alarid W
National Commander :
FEB1821:21 | |
cc: Honorable Madeline K. Albright

Honorable William Cohen

Honorable Samuel Berger

Francisco Ivarra, AGIF National Vice-Commander

Antonio Morales, AGIF National Executive Director

Education Is Our Freedom. and Freedom Should Be Evervbodv's Business
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AMERICAN GI FORUM OF THE UNITED STATES

NATIONAL VETERANS FAMILY ORGANIZATION
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL COMMANDER

NATIONAL COMMANDER 11212 Archway Drive FOUNDER
Jake Alarid Whittier, CA 90604 Or. Hector P. Garcia
(310) 941-2607 1315 Bright
(310) 634-6986 (FAX) Corpus Christi, TX 78405
February 13, 1998 \ 3
The Honorable William J. Clinton CQ/ L J/Q 3 l ; )

President of the United States

The White House PLEASE STAFF
Washington D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the membership of the American GI Forum of the United States, a national
Hispanic veterans family organization, I am writing to respectfully urge you not to waive the
requirements of the Jackson-Vanik Amendment (19 U.S.C. § 2432(a)) with respect to the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam. The basis for such a waiver is that the waiver will substantially promote the
objection of section 402 of the Trade Act of 1974 and that the President has received assurances from
the country concerned that the emigrations practices of that country will lead substantially to the
objections of that section. The American GI Forum believes that such a determination is premature.

The policy of the American GI Forum requires the fullest cooperation before any further
favorable actions toward Vietnam be taken. 19 U.S. Section 2432 provides authority for the President to
withhold nondiscriminatory trade treatment to countries based on cooperation to achieve a complete
accounting of all United States military and civilian personnel who are missing in action in Southeast
Asia and to return the remains of such personnel who are dead to the United States. The unilateral
cooperation by Vietnam in resolving matters relating to U.S. unaccounted personnel has not been
forthcoming. The American GI Forum further urges you not to waive, with respect to Vietnam, any
statutory prohibitions on nondiscriminatory trade treatment, commercial agreements, and participation in
programs of the U.S. Government which extends credits or financing guarantees and other forms of
assistance.

Mr. President, if you, or your staff, should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
me, at 562-634-6986, or contact Carlos Martinez, President, American GI Forum National Veterans
Outreach Program, at 210-223-4088.

Respectfully Yours,
OZJake I. Alarid
National Commander

cc: Honorable Madeline K. Albright
Honorable William Cohen
Honorable Samuel Berger
Francisco Ivarra, AGIF National Vice-Commander
Antonio Morales, AGIF National Executive Director

Education Is Our Freedom. and Freedom Should Be Evervbodv's Business
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 1213
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

February 20, 1998

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER
>
THROUGH: SANDRA J. KRISTOFF
FROM: JAMES M. GAGNON/Aé}
SUBJECT: Letter from American GI Forum on Vietryam
Jake Alarid, National Commander of the American Forum of the

United States, wrote the President opposing the sion-MFN Jackson-
Vanik waiver for Vietnam. The President’s rep)y reviews our
policy and reaffirms that achieving the fullegt possible
accounting for our POW/MIA's remains our top/priority.

SE, R WY s

Concurrences by: Eric Schwartz, Joe Boychard, James '‘Baker

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum to the esident at Tab I.

Attachments

Tab I Memorandum to the Pfesident
Tab A Letter to Jalk Alarid
Tab B Incoming Cofrespondence
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: SAMUEL BERGER

SUBJECT: Letter to the American GI Forum of the Jnited
States on Vietnam Policy

Purpose
To reply to Jake Alarid’s letter on Vietnam polacy.
Background

The National Commander of the American GI forum of the United
States, Jake I. Alarid, wrote urging thay we not waive the
requirements of the Jackson-Vanik Amendpent for Vietnam until
that government has provided unfettered freedom of emigration,
accounted for additional information An POW/MIA’s and improved
its human rights record.

Your proposed reply expresses you¥Y belief that the non-MFN
Jackson-Vanik waiver will promo further emigration freedoms,
affirms that POW/MIA accounting’ reimains our priority objective
with Vietnam and notes we wil¥ press for human rights
improvements through our humén rights dialogue with Hanoi.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the lettgr at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Letifer to Jake Alarid
Tab B Infoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Alarid:

Iﬂm«k oM | : _
-apper§a%e—fEte&¥+ag your letter regarding the—aguesion-—o

grenting a Jackson-Vanik waiver to Vietnam. I undepStand your

concerns %bpu gpyin forgaﬁd %%th the waiver, but/I believe
this s VNS L will help 4s advance our

objectives with Vietnam.

First, I want to assure you that achieving the fullest possible
accounting for our POW/MIA’s remains the tof priority in our
bilateral relations with Vietnam. I am fylly committed to this
effort and will exhaust every possible 1l£Zad to determine the
fate of those still unaccounted for frofi the Vietnam War.
Vietnam’s cooperation in our efforts Mas improved significantly
over the past several years and thig cooperation has enabled us
to take incremental steps to normafize our relations in other
areas.

Similarly, I share your concerfis about Vietnam’s restrictions on
emigration. Recently, through the efforts of Ambassador Pete
Peterson, Vietnam has clearéd for interview 14,000 of the 18,000
people we believe to be eligible for interview under the
Resettlement Opportunity/for Vietnamese Returnee (ROVR) program
and there has been a sifgnificant increase in the number of
Vietnamese being procgssed under that program. Vietnam also has
established a solid fecord in its implementation of the Orderly
Departure and AMERASIAN programs. The Jackson-Vanik waiver will
build on this momghtum and encourage the Vietnamese government
to take further gteps toward implementing a system that offers
its people the fppportunity to emigrate freely. We will, of
course, contipue to press for an accounting of those not
presented fof interview under the ROVR program and for speedy
processing/of those approved by the Immigration and
Naturalizétion Service.



. The State Department’s latest human rights report shines a
spotlight on Vietnam’s poor record in this area. This issue is
a critical item on our agenda with Vietnam and Ambassador
Peterson has initiated a formal human rights dialogue with
Vietnamese officials to prompt greater respect by the governmgnt
for the rights of its citizens, including the release of
political and religious prisoners. We will continue to prehs
for improvements. :

ﬂ'\mu %W\W ‘ﬁy\.W/:h‘AsM 4 \/U-) l"‘*{?«i/hﬂf' M;vu/ .

Sincerely,

Mr. Jake I. Alarid

National Commander

American GI Forum of the United States
. National Veterans Family Organization
Office of the National Commander

11212 Archway Drive

Whittier, California 90604




