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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH I NGTON

July 9, 1998

Dear Jesse:

Thank you for sending the President and me copies of your 
statement on the rapidly changing situation in Nigeria. I agree 
with your assessment that the sudden and unexpected death of 
General Abacha might afford Nigeria an opportunity to make 
progress on a credible transition to civilian democratic 
government. As we work through this process, it will be 
important for all of us to work together and speak with one 
voice to communicate clearly and quickly to the Nigerian 
government our desire to see improved bilateral relations in the 
context of a successful transition.

As you know, the President's call to General Abubakar conveyed 
our hopes for a credible and lasting transition to civilian 
democratic government in Nigeria, while reaffirming our 
friendship with the people of Nigeria. Abubakar appreciated 
receiving the call, and appeared receptive to the message. The 
President also emphasized, as you did in your statement, the 
need to increase respect for basic human rights and the rule of 
law -- especially in regard to political prisoners — to ensure 
progress and a credible transition program.

We are gratified that since the call, the Nigerian government 
has announced the release from prison of fourteen prominent 
detainees, including: former Head of State Obasanjo, oil union
leaders Milton Dabibi and Frank Kokori, journalist Chris 
Anyanwu, human rights activist Beko Ransome-Kuti, politician 
Bola Ige and others.

These releases are a positive first step, but only a first step. 
Our Ambassador has seen General Abubakar and reiterated the 
President's offer to send a small team, headed by Under 
Secretary Pickering, to Nigeria to discuss in detail our hopes 
and possible support for a credible transition program. We do 
not yet have a date when the Nigerians will be ready to accept 
the team, but they have agreed in principle.



I appreciate your continued deep concern for Nigeria and your 
counsel to me and the President. Your hard work on behalf of 
the President and Secretary of State in the promotion of 
democracy throughout Africa is beginning to bear fruit in 
Nigeria — one of the most important countries in Africa. Your 
devotion to this often-frustrating task is extraordinary and 
helps us to keep the ball moving forward.

Sincerely,

Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President for 

National Security Affairs

Reverend Jesse L. Jackson 
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition 
1002 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007
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Response to a Statement by Reverend Jesse Jackson 
on Nigeria

On June 11, three days after General Abacha died. Reverend 
Jackson issued a statement on Nigeria, calling for a clear and 
unified U.S. voice on the importance of a swift and credible 
transition to civilian democratic government, and the need to 
ensure the respect for basic human rights. He also called for 
Congress to pass a resolution urging the military to implement 
true democratic reforms.

Attached at Tab A is a draft letter to Reverend Jackson 
outlining the results of the President's phone call to General 
Abubakar, the recent release of prominent prisoners and our 
policy as we have publicly stated it to the Nigerians.

Concurrence by: 

RECOMMENDATION

Richard ^^agan

That you sign the attached letter.

Attachments
Tab A Letter to Reverend Jackson
Tab B Statement Issued by Reverend Jackson
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rights for oil. The United States must insist that die military government not be given 
another extended grace period to implement true democratic refonn We mu.st make clear 
that repression of ttie Nigerian people^s democratic hopes will have harsh bilateral and 
multilateral consequences. .\nd diat pursuit of the path of democratic refonn will produce 
a stronger relationship, in which we can provide significant help in righting the Nigerian 
economy

The Nigerian people demand and deserve democracy now. Too many years have 
passed and too many li^es have been lost for the people receive anytliing less. Their desire 
to breathe free cannot be deferred again.

'rhe new regime will he tested immediately. Human rights group.s are calling for 
tlie release of political prisoners. Pro-democracy activists are organizing marches.
Workers are seeking rights. The Abubakar government can open the door to freedom, or 
find itself struggling against ihe power of hope. The latta- course would be truly 
destructive. Only the former offers a way to move fonvard.

History opens opportunity which can be grasped or lost. Nigeria now faces a ne%v 
opportunity'. The stakes for Nigeria’s proud people and for all of Africa are very great. 
The United States should not stand mute as the new leaders weigh their options. We 
should stand clearly' for democracy and human rights in Nigeria. If we stand for 
democracy tliere, we can expand &e promise of liberty to all of Africa. If we do not press 
firmly for democracy in Nigeria, we cannot stand for freedom anywhere in .Africa.

Republican congressional leaders should add die voice of the Congress to that of 
tlie White House. A resolution should be passed urging the military to unplemeut true 
demiKratic reforms and sponsor free elections to elect a civilian government. The 
Nigerian people will detErmine their course. But at fliis critical moment, the US should 
speak w'ilh one voice, our values and our interest made clear.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH INGTON

Dear Jesse:

Thank you for sending the President and me copies of your 
statement on the rapidly changing situation in Nigeria. I agree 
with your assessment that the sudden and unexpected death of 
General Abacha might afford Nigeria an opportunity to make rapid 
and- rGO-l progress on a credible transition to civilian 
democratic government. I wanted to update you on our efforts to 
ensure that we communicate clearly and quickly our desire to see 
improved bilateral relations in the context of a successful 
transition.

iunday,- June 14, the President called General Abubakar to
convey to him our hopes for a credible and lasting transition to 
civilian democratic government in Nigeria. He also reaffirmed 
our friendship with the people of Nigeria and underscored our 
desire for improved bilateral relations in the context of 
Nigeria taking swift and significant steps toward a successful 
transition to a democratically elected civilian government.

in statement emphasized respect for basic
human rights and the rule of law — especially as it regards to 
political prisoners — as a necessity for a credible transition 
program and progress in Nigeria. The President emphasized this 
in his call, and we were gratified that the following day the 
Nigerian government announced the release from prison of nine 
prominent detainees: former Head of State Obasanjo, oil union
leaders Milton Dabibi and Frank Kokori, journalist Chris 
Anyanwu, human rights activist Eeko Ransome-Kuti, politicians 
Bola Ige and Chief Olabiyi Durojaiye, Uwen Udoh and Alhaji 
Ibrahim Dasuki, the former Sultan of Sokoto.

These releases are, as +#€ said in a statement on June 16, a 
positive first step. We hope that this action will be followed 
shortly by the unconditional release of all political detainees. 
We are determined, in any event, to ensure that the Nigerian 
people get the strong, civilian, democratic government they want 
and deserve. It will;—uf cGHjire^n be important for the Congress



to support us in our actions, as you suggest in your statement. 
We will continue to keep key members updated on the situation in 
Nigeria and our efforts to press for civilian democratic 

government there.

I appreciate your continued deep concern for Nigeria, your 
counsel to me and the President, and your hard work on behalf of 
the President and Socrotary Albri-ght in the promotion of 
democracy throughouy Africa.

/

Sincerely,

Reverend Jesse L. Jackson 
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition 
1002 Wisconsin Avenue, Nft^ 
Washington, D.C. 20007
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Dear Jesse:

Thank you for sending the President and me copies of your 
statement on the rapidly changing situation in Nigeria. I agree 
with your assessment that the sudden and unexpected death of 
General Abacha might afford Nigeria an opportunity to make 
progress on a credible transition to civilian democratic 
government. As we work through this process, it will be 
important for all of us to work together and speak with one 
voice to communicate clearly and quickly to the Nigerian 
government our desire to see improved bilateral relations in the 
context of a successful transition.

As you know, the President's call to General Abubakar conveyed 
our hopes for a credible and lasting transition to civilian 
democratic government in Nigeria, while reaffirming our 
friendship with the people of Nigeria. Abubakar appreciated 
receiving the call, and appeared receptive to the message. The 
President also emphasized, as you did in your statement, the 
need to increase respect for basic human rights and the rule of 
law -- especially in regarc^ to political prisoners — to ensure 
progress and a credible transition program.

We are gratified that since the call, the Nigerian government 
has announced the release from prison of fourteen prominent 
detainees, including: former Head of State Obasanjo, oil union
leaders Milton Dabibi and Frank Kokori, journalist Chris 
Anyanwu, human rights activist Beko Ransome-Kuti, politician 
Bola Ige and others.

These releases are a positive first step, but only a first step. 
Our Ambassador has seen General Jbiubakar and reiterated the 
President's offer to send a small team, headed by Under 
Secretary Pickering, to Nigeria to discuss in detail our hopes 
and possible support for a credible transition program. We do 
not yet have a date when the Nigerians will be ready to accept 
the team, but they have agreed in principle.



I appreciate your continued deep concern for Nigeria and your 
counsel to me and the President. Your hard work on behalf of 
the President and Secretary of State in the promotion of 
democracy throughout Africa is beginning to bear fruit in 
Nigeria — one of the most important countries in Africa. Your 
devotion to this often-frustrating task is extraordinary and 
helps us to keep the ball moving forward.

Sincerely,

Samuel R. Berger 
Assistant to the President for 

National Security Affairs

Reverend Jesse L. Jackson 
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition 
1002 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007
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Dear Jesse:
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yourThank you for sending the President and me copies 
statement on the rapidly changing situation in Nigeria. I agree 
with your assessment that the sudden and unexpe/ted death of 
General Abacha might afford Nigeria an opporti^ity to make 
progress on a credible transition to civilian/democratic 
government. I wanted to update you on our ^fforts to ensure 
that we communicate clearly and quickly ox^ desire to see 
improved bilateral relations in the context of a successful 
transition.

On June 14, the President called Genial Abubakar to convey to 
him our hopes for a credible and layting transition to civilian 
democratic government in Nigeria, /he also reaffirmed our 
friendship with the people of Nii^ria and underscored our desire 
for improved bilateral relation^ in the context of Nigeria 
taking swift and significant ^eps toward a successful 
transition to a democraticalJ/y elected civilian government.

Your statement emphasized /espect for basic human rights and the 
rule of law — especiall;^'as it regards to political prisoners 
— as a necessity for a /credible transition program and progress 
in Nigeria. The President emphasized this point in his call, 
and we were gratifiecy that the following day the Nigerian 
government announcey'the release from prison of nine prominent 
detainees: former/Head of State Obasanjo, oil union leaders
Milton Dabibi ancyFrank Kokori, journalist Chris Anyanwu, human 
rights activist /Beko Ransome-Kuti, politicians Bola Ige and 
Chief Olabiyi yurojaiye, Uwen Udoh and Alhaji Ibrahim Dasuki, 
the former Su/tan of Sokoto. ^ S'-r. f

These releases ar4, as the Administraciph' said in a statement oh 
June 16, / positive\first steP;___JleHl^e that this action will 
be foll^ed shortly bir~ttT5"^unconaitional release of all 
political detainees. We are determined, in any event, to ensur? 
that bhe Nigerian people get the strong, civilian, democratic 
government they want and deserve. It will be important for the iv^xslru^A



Congress to support us in our actions, as you suggest in your 
statement. We will continue to keep key members updated on the 
situation in Nigeria and our efforts to press for civilian 
democratic government there, /

I appreciate your continued deep concern for Nigeria, your / 
counsel to me and the President, and your hard work on behadf of 
the President and Secretary of State in the promotion of / 
democracy throughout Africa. /

Reverend Jesse L. Jackson 
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition 
1002 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007


