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Re: rarol Rasco and The Aspen Institute Series on the Future of the City 

Dear Brian: 

The Aspen Institute is considering the launching of a seminar series on "The 
Future of the City." The initial planning session will be held at 9 a.m. on 
Wednesday. February 9,1994. here on the premises of The Aspen Institute. We 
would be delighted if Carol Rascoe could join us for this meeting. Her travel, 
meals and lodging would be covered. 
Others in the planning group include Jack Kemp, Elmer Johnson (Aspen 
Institute trustee and moderator, and a former executive vice president and 
director of General Motors), Richard Franke (chairman of the John Nuveen 
Company, a mutual fund operation specializing in municipal bonds, and also a 
trustee of both Yale and the University of Chicago). Hal Harvey (President of the 
Energy Foundation), and Chivies Shaw (president of the Urban Land Institute). 
David Dinkins is also considsring participation. 

The Aspen Institute is concerned about the serious and intractable problems 
that seem to have ovenwhelmed many larger urbanized areas of the United 
States The Institute wishes to explore whether its engagement in this area can 
make a difference by bringing together an interdisciplinary group of experts 
from academia. business, the public interest sector and government to address 
these problems and try to de velop new policy approaches. 

The purpose of the Februan/ 9 meeting Is to develop a prospectus for the 
proposed seminar series. \ . : shall have to select, from among the many 
serious problems affecting i-na cities, a manageable set of interrelated issues. 
The series might commence? /. ith a week-long seminar in which the participants 
would try to develop a conn;r on understanding of: 
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1. The nature and causes of these identified issues. 

2. The larger demographic, technological and other forces that 
are likely to have an impact on the future of large urban areas --
forces that will have to be taken Into account in devising solutions. 

3. The purposes of cities at their best, and how these 
purposes have been frustrated in modern urban America. 

While the first seminar would be broad-ranging, subsequent seminars might 
focus on particular aspects of the urban conundmm: e.g., mobility, equity and 
the city; the need to develop more effective governance arrangements capable 
of addressing the fragmentation of government and the related socio-economic 
stratification of society in meircpolitan areas leading to inequities in access to 
educational and employment ooportunities; the need for technological and 
other kinds of new measures lo radically reduce urban crime; or the need to 
learn from the public policy failures of the last 25 years in developing new 
approaches to low-income housing. 

A final seminar might be devoted to integrating the thoughts developed over the 
course of the previous forums and trying to articulate an achievable dream for 
the city of 2020. 

These then are our initial thoi Kj[ ,ts. We hope that Carol Rasco will join us in 
February for this important p J ning session. When I see you next Wednesday, 
I would be pleased to answ-., n̂y questions you might have. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jeff Thinnes 



The Aspen [ Institute 

Jell Thinnes 

Via- I'lfsiiit'iii: 

Asi't'ii Meadows I'lVtiiiiiii IJiirclor 

January 18, 1994 

Brian Burke 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Domestic Policy Council 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

Dear Brian: 

1 enjoyed meeting with you in your offices last Wednesday and learning more 
about your background and areas of responsibility and interest. Hopefully at 
some time in the future. The Aspen Institute will enjoy your participation in 
one or more of our activities. I am certain that you could make a very 
valuable contribution to the domestic and international efforts of The 
Institute as we pursue policy programs on a variety of different issues. 

Thanks again for taking time out of your busy schedule to meet with me. 

Sincerely yours. 

Jeff Thinnes 
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Washington, D.C. 

Re: Carol Rasco and The Aspen Institute Series on the Future of the City 

Dear Brian: 

The Aspen Institute is considering the launching of a seminar series on "The 
Future of the City." The initial planning session will be held at 9 a.m. on 
Wednesday, February 9, 1994, here on the premises of The Aspen Institute. We 
would be delighted if Carol Rascoe could join us for this meeting. Her travel, 
meals and lodging would be covered. 

Others in the planning group include Jack Kemp, Elmer Johnson (Aspen 
Institute trustee and moderator, and a fomner executive vice president and 
director of General Motors), Richard Franke (chairman of the John Nuveen 
Company, a mutual fund operation specializing in municipal bonds, and also a 
trustee of both Yale and the University of Chicago), Hal Harvey (president of the 
Energy Foundation), and Charles Shaw (president of the Urban Land Institute). 
David Dinkins is also considering participation. 

The Aspen Institute is concerned about the serious and intractable problems 
that seem to have ovenwhelmed many larger urbanized areas of the United 
States. The Institute wishes to explore whether its engagement in this area can 
make a difference by bringing together an interdisciplinary group of experts 
from academia, business, the public interest sector and government to address 
these problems and try to develop new policy approaches. 

The purpose of the February 9 meeting is to develop a prospectus for the 
proposed seminar series. We shall have to select, from among the many 
serious problems affecting large cities, a manageable set of interrelated issues. 
The series might commence with a week-long seminar in which the participants 
would try to develop a common understanding of: 
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1. The nature and causes of these identified issues. 

2. The larger demographic, technological and other forces that 
are likely to have an impact on the future of large urban areas --
forces that will have to be taken into account in devising solutions. 

3. The purposes of cities at their best, and how these 
purposes have been frustrated in modern urban America. 

While the first seminar would be broad-ranging, subsequent seminars might 
focus on particular aspects of the urban conundrum: e.g., mobility, equity and 
the city; the need to develop more effective governance arrangements capable 
of addressing the fragmentation of government and the related socio-economic 
stratification of society in metropolitan areas leading to inequities in access to 
educational and employment opportunities; the need for technological and 
other kinds of new measures to radically reduce urban crime; or the need to 
learn from the public policy failures of the last 25 years in developing new 
approaches to low-income housing. 

A final seminar might be devoted to integrating the thoughts developed over the 
course of the previous forums and trying to articulate an achievable dream for 
the city of 2020. 

These then are our initial thoughts. We hope that Carol Rasco will join us in 
February for this important planning session. When I see you next Wednesday, 
1 would be pleased to answer any questions you might have. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jeff Thinnes 
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errata 
This sheet replaces pages 36 and 37 in 

The Aspen Institute's 1992 Annual Report. 
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