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UPDATE OH ASBESTOS IH NEW YORK CITY SCHOOLS 

n«^4«o this past sunaer, th« Mw York City schools Conatruction 

investigation into chargos of fraud, 

running out of aoney to oonpleto the job. 

parents are concerned about the health of children attending 
schools where cleanup work is continuing. T^^^ ^^^^ 
thoroughness and quality of work dona at scnooj-s x.â Ji. 
completed. 

in ™ p o n . = t j operation » ? 5 e i i i 5 r i r . l h i S ! n r S . ; ' $ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
MESHXFS eo»pli«no« } » « P ; = " ? ; j ; ' i ? ^ | r ? „ ™ ; S i o n . schools 
City, ^"PUrSnLrmSHAPS Of P S M to r«K.v« »ore than 
rsouired to notity EPA under N E S I W S ? f ,ET' l ! Fifteen 
S r i p p l i c a b l e a m W of asbesto* ""*»lSi5ll?^bS teiineS EPA 
of thSSe 56 inepeotione were eon;«=*|« JS ir t^s l^MUlSt loS work 
S S f 5 S f 4 " S o S S t . S W ^ S r ? ; 5 i S f o S U S t o r . ana vorXsrs. 

w. also inspect.- 31 ^ S ' / S J l J S s H i ' - r l i r S i r i s r o i ' i S y A 
not required to report under NESHAPSJ J® J j " * ' verified that 
certif ied eontratore and ^o^ î̂ "-̂ ^^D JC^t ™ ^ post 
tte SCA i s retaining a /SS^^SS^'^'ThMe iSSpeStions 
remediation a ir "•^^'^SlsSlSt and S?iJ^^ 
resulted in the issuance of both HESiUU's ana «*» 

Katby Callahan met with the copje'^^jVf ™ J t e ? % P A ' « l e in the 
coSSltant Who wrote you asking for^a^^^^ SPA l^ la ined 
problem with AHERA cp^Pi^'^^^JliSfa^d agreed to suggest to NYC 

?'oSi^rirn;r l S p r . l S r t a ! r i M ' i M c S to t .e ne.t 
masting. 

W. no- have a » . . t i n , • ' ^ f ̂ i*? S ^ c i ^ S r f J f 
S i f a t ! S r * J S S y ' S S v r r « ' i - JsSfsSScS in - , . t t i n , « . E » 
back on track" in New York city. 
we WiU keep you Informed of any new developments, and wi l l 
5?o^lde ySu with a brief summary of our November 22 meeting. 



Honorable Jose Serrano 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20510-6000 

Dear Jose: 

Thank you for your recent l e t t e r requesting Federal 
technical and f i n a n c i a l assistance to help resolve the asbestos-
related problems In the New York City public school system. I 
regret deeply the burden t h i s s i t u a t i o n has placed on New York 
City students and t h e i r families. 

In response to your request, my s t a f f has conferred 
extensively with the relevant Federal agencies. Including the 
Army Corps of Engineers (the Corps), the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), and the Department of Education. EPA's regional 
o f f i c e I s working c l o s e l y with l o c a l and state o f f i c i a l s by 
providing expertise In asbestos abatement and inspection e f f o r t s . 
S p e c i f i c a l l y , EPA has Increased the National Emissions Standards 
for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPS) compliance Inspections at 
schools In New York City. To date, EPA has completed 56 
Inspections at schools required to notify EPA under NESHAPS of 
plans to remove more than the applicable amount of asbestos 
containing material. Fifteen of these 56 Inspections were 
conducted j o i n t l y by trained EPA NESHAPS and AHERA inspectors to 
v e r i f y that the remediation work was being conducted by Asbestos 
Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) c e r t i f i e d contractors and 
workers. Additionally, EPA inspected 31 of the ongoing smaller 
remediations (those not required to report under NESHAPS), to 
v e r i f y the use of AHEFIA c e r t i f i e d contractors and workers. 

My s t a f f w i l l continue to f a c i l i t a t e the technical expertise 
which EPA's regional o f f i c e i s providing to New York City. 

In the past, EPA's asbestos related technical expertise was 
supplimented by the Asbestos Loan and Grants program which has, 
over the l a s t several years, made available over $350 millio n i n 
loans and grants to l o c a l education agencies nationwide for the 
purposes of asbestos hazard abatement and management. However, 
t h i s year. Congress decided not to fund t h i s program for FY 94, 
and a l l 1993 appropriated monies under t h i s program ($31.25 
mil l i o n for loans and $5.87 million for grants) are unavailable. 
Therefore, regrettably, no Federal f i n a n c i a l assistance i s 
available. 



The Corps, unlike EPA, has limited in-house asbestos 
abatement expertise. Any effort by the Corps would necessarily 
rely on the assistance of contractors. Consequently, to shift 
abatement responsibilities to the Corps would disrupt and delay 
the current abatement ac t i v i t i e s where local and state entities 
have already enlisted the services of contractors. Moreover, 
pursuant to the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 31 U.S.C. 
6505, the City of New York would have to fully reimburse the 
Corps for any assistance the Corps provides. 

My staff w i l l continue to work with EPA to assure that the 
Federal government continues to provide a l l possible technical 
and Inspection expertise during this public health emergency. I f 
you have any additional questions or ideas concerning this 
emergency, please contact Carol Rasco, my Domestic Policy 
advisor. Ms. Rasco's staff i s monitoring this issue closely. 

Sincerely, 



The White Hoase 

FAX COVER SHEET 

Offict of Domestic Policy 

Kathryn Way 
Special Assistant to the President 

Cookie Walden 
StaffAssistant 

Old Eiecutive Ofllce Building, Room 218 
Washington, DC 20500 

Phone: (202̂ 56-7777 FAX: (202)456-7028 
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, FAX No. 6221 
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Comments: 
Attafched i s the revised l e t t e r to Jose 
Serrano regarding asbestos i n NYC schools, 
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CERCIA LEGISLATIVE DRAFTING TEAM 

TO: 

Thomas Roberts 
E l l i o t Laws 
Gerry C l i f f o r d 
Martha Crosland 
Heather Ross 
Brad Campbell 
Richard Carro 
Craig 0'Conner 
Linda Breggin 
Brian Burke 
Blake Velde 

Phone Fax 
EPA 260 5200 260 4046 
EPA 260 4610 260 3527 
EPA 260 4814 260 
DOE 586 5793 586 7757 
NEC 456 2802 456 2223 
DOJ 514 7980 514 4231 
Treasury 622 1146 622 1188 
Commerce 482 1400 482 4040 
OEP 456 6224 456 2710 
DPC 456 2995 456 7028 
DOD (703)697 8357 (703)697 7548 

FROM: 
DATE: 
RE: 

White House Office on Environmental Policy 
11/10/93 
Drafting Meeting 

our next CERCLA dr a f t i n g meeting w i l l be on Friday the 12th from 
12-lpm. The meeting i s scheduled i n Room 476. I f the meeting 
continues past Ipm? we w i l l move to Room 230 for the remainder. 
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UPDATE OM ASBESTOS IH HBH YORK CITY SCHOOLS 

During thie past •umner, the Hew *or)c city schooXe Construction 
A^hoJity initiated "Operation cUan House" J " f ^JJ^J^SJols. 
ABbaetoB remediation program in a l l 1069 Hew YorK city »cnoox». 
iS the Sarly Stagae, dialrepencies were found between the content 
I f thS M H A SaSigeient plaS. and what wa» actually J o - j J ^ i " f « 
Schools. AS a reiult, tie 5CA inspector General conducted and 
investigation into charges of fraud. 

The work was not completed by the end of the summer, and foboô ^ 
openiSg vSS dSIayed by tWo wS.ks. Work is - J " ! PifJ*?/"^ 
350 schoole, and recent news articles indicate that the city ifl 
ruxming out of money to complete the job. 

Parents are concerned about the health of *=5iidren attending 
schools Where cleanup work ia continuing. J*^*^ "Jf^ „ 
thoroughness and quality of work done at schools that have been 
completed. 

in response to Operation clean House, Region 2 increased asbestos 
HESHAPS compliance inspection activities at schools in Hew York 
city WrSave completed a total of 56 inspections at •cjools 
r e t i r e d to notify'^EPA under HESHAPS P}J;2^^° ^ f j f 
thrapplicable amount of asbestos ««"J»J"};f.J^^f i f h ^ J 
of these 56 inspections ware conducted jointly by t^;};f?^**^J-_,, 
S E S S I S aSS AHERA inspectors to verify that 
was being conducted by AHERA certified contractors and workers. 

He also inspected 31 of the ongoing smaller "»ediationa (those 
SSt r:?ut?e§ to^eport under HESHAPS) to verify the ^ s j of AHERA 

sriiii»"Stns?5; rSeŜsn'eionSr:??̂^̂^̂  post 
^SLlStiSn'^JS SiSrinces are conducted. J ^ J S I i i ^ c S ^ S i i S L 
JSsulted in the issuance of both NESHAPS and AHERA complaints. 
Kathy Callahan met with the concerned P»>̂ «nts and their 
eoneSltant who wrote to you asking for a greater EPA role in the 
prSSJii S i t S ^ l ^ compliance in Hew York City. She explained 
SSrinSreased inspection * ? t i v i t i e . and agreed to sugg^ 
Deputy Mayor Herman Steisel that EPA alt on tbe city S ASOBBT^ 
TaSk Porci. He reacted poeitively, and was to have HYCDEP 
commissioner Appleton ca l l with an invitatxon to the next 
meeting. 
we now have a meeting scheduled for Hoveaber " ^ ^ ^ ^ f ̂ j ^ ^ " ' ' ^ " ' 
Chief Executive for School Facilities of the ™ R A 
Education. They have asked for our assistance in "getting AHERA 
back on track" in Hew York City. 

He w i l l keep you informed of any new developments, and wi l l 
provide ySu with a brief eummary of our Hovember 22 meeting. 
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:̂ :i!Ĵ f5Ĵ *55?"****************************************************** 
.. • REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 

/-N KEEp'^THIS^WORKSHEET^TTACH^ TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
L E S E R A? AS^TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 

SCANNED 



OCT-28-93 THU 14:01 P. 04 

NATIONAL SECURIIY COUNCIL ID 9307648 

REFERRAL DATE: 07 OCT 93 

V J L\ ...:!...• .-I 

MEMORANDUH FOR: SCOTT, M 

WH CORRESPONDENCE 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PRESIDENT 

SOURCE: ENGEL, ELIOT L 

DATE: 23 SEP 93 

SUB J: LIR TO PRES 711 REP ENGEL SUGGESTS ARMŶ  CORPS .OF̂  ENGINEERS TO REMOVE 
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BJCLTIOM AND UION 

ConsreK£( of tde Snittb ifttatesf 
Xfouî c of EeprsMtattbê  

Vaittnston. SBC 20515-3217 

M i l . 

• • M err iMIl 

i7T » m m iMi, * 
( •M l . HV I O J T I 

8«ptaab«r 23, 1993 

Honoribl* Bill Clinton 
Prtfiduit of tha unitad Statai 
Ths MhitA BouM 
1600 7«nnsylv«ni« Av«nu«, NW 
VBMhinTton, O.C. 20S00 

0«&r Pr«fld«nt 'Clinton, 

WO aro vriting to r.qu«at your *"i;?S!°!̂ 5̂.S*iSi2' 
rtsolvo A gr»v« iitU4tion afltcting tho city off N«v Yorx. 

AS you «ro probably avar«, th. Nav York city P^^JJ; ' ^ J " ^ 
flvacam has b««n paralviad by an aabaatoa crials. in oraar to 
K S S t a pSSr'SjiSSon of tba »ora tban 1,000 city a^ool 
buildlnga, thTatart of tha achool yaar vat f'l'W • ^ f i i f j 
SontJi: Oaipita that dalay, hundrada of acbooli • J i i i . " " * ^ ^ ^ , ^ 
totally or partially doiad bacauaa thay. hava noJ.Jl^.gnSS^ 
inapaotad orbaaau*; thay hava baan found to contain atb««tea.., 

Ona aillion atudanta, thair paranta and 
•xparianead distraaa, anxiaty and injon^^iy^j;; w A ' S i a S to 
publifl haalth haaard continuaa to axiat. It haa bacoma " 
ua that tha raaoureaa ind axpartiaa currantlv availablr at tha 
looal 1-val ar- not aurtlciant to r-.olva - ^ ^ ^ J i * ; , i " * 
aatiafaotory and timaiy »-nn.r. oivan tha numb, r of P-opla 
affaetad, thia ia a disaatar of aple proportiona that eriaa ror 
tha aaaiatanea of tha fadaral govamttaat. 

Thia halp «uat co»i in two vayai Funding and tachaioal 
axparSil. S S . aJJTof funding/ va afa l ^ j i l j l j ^ j ^ 
option* that might allov ui to channal aonay to Kaw YorX City for 
aSbMtoB abatMant, and v« would graatly appraciata your support 
fSrttSIa tfforS! S also isploJa you to aiailarly -xplora any 
2«?":iuSrti yS, - i t i i ^ throu|h di-«jtio^^ or 
a»argaaey authorlaation, that vould fraa up funds for this 
purposa. 

In tha aras of tachnical assistanoa, va tayt contactad tha 
Army Srps of Sginsars, vhioh has indioatad It has aacpartisa in 
tt?ara?of asSitfls kbitaoant. Ballstiag tha assistanca of tha 
^ i S ^ s of SIginaar. would app-rantly rtguir* PrMidaatial 
Ip^oval, onoa 1 way of paying for its sarvicas is idantifiad. 
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PRSflZDINT CLZVTQN - 1 

Tharifart, wa raqusst that you *Ji^J^gS'SoS C i S * ^ 
tha diapatoh of tha Any Corpa of SBginaars «»J'«;„*;** '^^JJ 
tha purposo of asbastos abataaant if auch an arrangaaant oan ba 
a«oursd« 

WS asgtrly await your raaponaa to thasa urgsnt raquaats, and 
va appraSSS yo« aitwSen tS this mattar and your continuing 
afforts on bahalf of tha Aaariean paopla. 

! sincaraly, 

lliot I Sngai ' 
Xavbar of congrass 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

Septeober 29, 1993 

Dear Rcpreaantative Engal: 

Thank you for your latter regarding the Js^^^2%P^°^J?;te 
affecting the New York city public school system. I appreciate 
your informing the President of your concerns. 

The president has been advised of your ij^erest in this 
ft-tter and you v i l l receive a response froai hia in the near 
JStuS: in tSS »iintiae, if I can be of assistance to you, do 
not hesitate to contact sy office. 

Best wishes. 

Sind 

Howatd Q. Paster 
Aasiktant to the Preaidarit 
for Legislative Affaire 

The Honorable Eliot L. Engel 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20315 
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^ THE WHITE H O U S E 

WASHINGTON 

Septaaber 29, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR JlM KDRR 

irtioM- HOWARD G. PASTER \ 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAlRSf 

^ i-ffactinq New YorX City 
SUBJECT: Funding for Asbestos Problem Affecting 

Public School syaten 
P ̂ -h- latter that was sent to the 

Enclosed Pl«»«%^i"L;ntative j S S SeSano (D-NY) and 
president fro» " g ^ ^ j f m-S??! I have also enclosed copies 

r , « S M - n r n ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ I to thea. 

..e president has reguest^^^^^^^^ i ^ S s ^ 

i r s S L V d f e s ' S i ?i'the K^pfeLStatives^^^^^^ 
f"» yoSr departaent; therefore, I aareguesting 
l l l W a response - S / : ^ S " t i ^ n ^ p r S ? ^ e U^ter in final fora 
within 48 hours. ^She wi l l «en j^^^ter. 
and have President Clinton sign « ^^^^^ 
Thank you very aUCh ^ - ^ 5 : ^ , ^ 1 ^ ? ^ " I - ^ " at 456-7500. 
have any questions, please IO«-L * 

Enclosures 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 
October 12, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR CAROL RASCO 

FROM: BRIAN BURKE"^ 

SUBJECT: Asbestos in New York (DRAFT Letter) 

Attached i s a draft Presidential letter which responds to 
the requests for assistance made by Representative Serrano and 
Representative Engel. You wi l l recall that they sought 
assistance for the City of New York in i t s asbestos 
inspection/abatement effort. Please review/comment and I w i l l 
prepare the letter for final. 

Also attached are an earlier memorandum and a copy of the 
letter signed by the Representatives. 

i:3o 



DRAFT DRAFT 

October 9, 1993 

Honorable Jose Serrano 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20510-6000 

Dear Congressman Serrano: 

Thank you for your l e t t e r of September 23, i n which you 
requested federal technical and f i n a n c i a l assistance t o help 
resolve the asbestos-related problems i n the New York City public 
school system. I regret the burden t h i s s i t u a t i o n has placed on 
New York City students and t h e i r families. 

I n response to your request for f i n a n c i a l and technical 
assistance, my s t a f f has conferred extensively with the relevant 
Federal agencies, including the Army Corps of Engineers ("the 
Corps"), the Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA"), and the 
Department of Education. I t i s my understanding that EPA's 
regional o f f i c e i s i n communication with l o c a l and state 
o f f i c i a l s t o coordinate and provide expertise i n asbestos 
abatement and inspection e f f o r t s . We intend to f a c i l i t a t e the 
technical expertise which EPA's regional o f f i c e has offered to 
New York City. 

U n t i l t h i s year, EPA administered the Asbestos Loan and 
Grants Program which has, over the l a s t several years, made 
available over $350 m i l l i o n i n loans and grants to l o c a l 
education agencies nationwide for the purposes of asbestos hazard 
abatement and management. However, Congress decided not to fund 
t h i s program f o r FY 94, and a l l 1993 appropriated monies under 
t h i s program ($31.25 m i l l i o n for loans and $5.87 m i l l i o n f o r 
grants) are unfortunately available. Therefore, no Federal 
f i n a n c i a l assistance i s available. 

Concerning your inquiry about the Corps, I have been 
informed that the Corps has li m i t e d in-house asbestos abatement 
expertise. Any e f f o r t by the Corps would necessarily r e l y on the 
assistance of contractors. Consequently, to s h i f t abatement 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s to the Corps might serve to further disrupt and 
delay the current abatement a c t i v i t i e s where lo c a l and state 
e n t i t i e s have already enlisted the services of contractors. 
Moreover, pursuant to the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 31 
U.S.C. 6505, the City of New York would have to f u l l y reimburse 
the Corps f o r any assistance the Corps provides. 



I regret that there are not more funds available to directly 
assist New York City in i t s present asbestos inspection and 
abatement effort but w i l l help fa c i l i t a t e EPA region I I in their 
effort to provide assistance. 

Sincerely, 

B i l l Clinton 
President 

Attachment 



T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

October 6, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR CAROL RASCO 

FROM: BRIAN BURKE 

SUBJ: Asbestos i n New York 

DATE: October 6, 1993 

The purpose of t h i s memo i s to discuss the a v a i l a b i l i t y of 
federal funding and technical expertise for the New York City 
Public School asbestos emergency, as requested by Representative 
E l i o t Engel (D-NY) and Representative Jose Serrano (D-NY) 
(hereinafter "the Representatives"). In short, neither the Army 
Corp of Engineers ("the Corp") nor the Environmental Protection 
Agency ("EPA") have funding available f o r New York's asbestos 
emergency. Regarding technical expertise, the Corp has some 
expertise i n asbestos removal contract management but would 
require reimbursement for any services rendered. EPA Region I I , 
however, has several discrete technical assistance options 
available at t h e i r present funding l e v e l . 

The Army Corp of Engineers 

1. Funding: The Corp has no funding available t o assist 
the City of New York. The Corp has authority to provide 
assistance to a state or local government under the 
Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 31 USC 6505 ("the Act"). The 
Act requires that a non-federal e n t i t y f u l l y reimburse the Corps 
for any technical assistance the Corp provides. Therefore, New 
York State or New york City would have to pay the Corp f o r any 
assistance i t provides i n the asbestos removal e f f o r t . 

2. Technical Expertise: The Corps has in-house technical 
expertise i n managing asbestos remediation contracts. The does 
not have the expertise or personnel to conduct asbestos 
remediation. In fac t , i f confronted with an asbestos removal 
problem, the Corps would have to contract with private sector 
firms to conduct asbestos surveys and to execute the asbestos 
removal.^ In t h i s regard, i n response to the Representatives 

^ Note: The City of New York already has contracts 
underway f o r the asbestos removal work. I t i s not clear whether 
the additional time and expense needed to obtain new contracts 
under the Corps supervision would y i e l d a faster or better 
solution to the problem. 



request, the only r e a l "expertise" the Corp has t o o f f e r i s i t s 
c o n t r a c t management e x p e r t i s e . Pursuant t o the Act, t h a t 
s e r v i c e would have t o be reimbursed. 

The Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency 

1. Funding: EPA administers the Asbestos Loan and Grant 
Program, the only f e d e r a l program which f a l l s w i t h i n the scope of 
the Representatives funding request. However, the President's FY 
1994 Budget d i d not conta i n a request f o r the Asbestos Loans and 
Grants Program. I n f a c t , no P r e s i d e n t i a l budget since the 
program's a u t h o r i z a t i o n i n the mid-1980's has contained a 
s p e c i f i c request f o r t h i s program. Usually, Congress adds 
funding f o r the program, but chose not t o add such funding i n 
1994. I n 1993, Congress appropriated $31.25 m i l l i o n f o r loans, 
and $5,875 m i l l i o n f o r grants under t h i s program. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
t h i s money i s no longer. 

2. Technical Expertise: The EPA Regional O f f i c e which 
has f o l l o w e d t h i s emergency c l o s e l y , has t e c h n i c a l e x p e r t i s e i n 
the areas of education, t r a i n i n g and monitoring. They are i n 
the process of compiling a l i s t f o r White House review. That 
l i s t w i l l not be a v a i l a b l e u n t i l October 7, 1993. 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

Notwithstanding the 48 hour turn-around time f o r d r a f t i n g a 
l e t t e r which responds t o the Representatives request, I suggest 
t h a t we wa i t another 24 hours t o incorporate the EPA Region I I 
t e c h n i c a l o p tions. There i s also a remote p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t the 
Department of Education has some funding a v a i l a b l e f o r t h i s 
emergency. 

Enclosure 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

TO: Brian Burke 

FROM: Carol H. Rasco 

SUBJ: Asbestos in New York 

DATE: October 5, 1993 

Please see the attached. I t appears to me you need to quickly 
look into the Army Corps of Engineers issue and decide i f we are 
ready to draft a letter to the Congressmen or i f there needs to 
be a briefing memo on the issue. Given that i t i s Congressional 
members, please try to have something to me by the close of 
business Wednesday i f at a l l possible. 

Thanks. 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

October 4, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR CAROL RASCO 

FROM: HOWARD G. PASTER 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

SUBJECT: Presidential Correspondence 

Enclosed please f i n d a copy of the l e t t e r that was sent to the 
President from Representative E l i o t Engel (D-NY) and 
Representative Jose Serrano (D-NY). 

The President has requested that he see and sign every l e t t e r 
being sent t o Capitol H i l l . Since we did not want t o respond to 
t h i s l e t t e r without your guidance, I am requesting that your 
o f f i c e d r a f t a response and return i t t o LeeAnn Inadomi (WH-East 
Wing) wi t h i n 48 hours. She w i l l then p r i n t the l e t t e r i n f i n a l 
form and have i t sent to the President f o r his signature. 

Thank you very much fo r your assistance with t h i s matter. I f you 
have any questions, please f e e l free to c a l l LeeAnn at 456-7500. 

Enclosure 
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Hon 
Pre 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton, 

We are writing to request your assistance in helping to 
resolve a grave situation affecting the City of New York. 

As you are probably aware, the New York City public school 
system has been paralyzed by an asbestos c r i s i s . In order to 
attempt a proper inspection of the more than 1,000 city school 
buildings, the start of the school year was delayed earlier this 
month. Despite that delay, hundreds of schools s t i l l remain 
totally or partially closed because they have not been properly 
inspected or because they have been found to contain asbestos. 

One million students, their parents and teachers have a l l 
experienced distress, anxiety and inconvenience, and a genuine 
public health hazard continues to exist. I t has become clear to 
us that the resources and expertise currently available at the 
local level are not sufficient to resolve this situation in a 
satisfactory and timely manner. Given the number of people 
affected, this is a disaster of epic proportions that cries for 
the assistance of the federal government. 

This help must come in two ways: Funding and technical 
expertise. In the area of funding, we are e^loj^n^^l^g^^^J^^J® 
options that might allow us to channel money to New York City for 
asbestos abatement, and we would greatly appreciate your support 
for these efforts. We also implore you to similarly explore any 
means available to you, either through discretionary funds or 
emergency authorization, that would free up funds for this 
purpose. 

In the area of technical assistance, we have contacted the 
Army Corps of Engineers, which has indicated i t has expertise in 
the area of asbestos abatement. Enlisting the assistance ottne 
Army Corps of Engineers would apparently require Presidential 
approval, once a way of paying for its services is identified. 



PRESIDENT CLINTON - 2 

Therefore, ve request •-h»<. 

secured. «»»teaent If such an arrajg^nt'^^i; S j ' 

We eagerly await v 
we appreciate your att«n?L^®fP°"°® ^° urgent r«m,««*.-
effort, on behllf o r S j ^ i S S r ^ l a J ^ ^ f ^ J ^ r " " " ^ ^ ' " ^ ^ J n S i n r 

Sincerely, 

fiiiot L Engel— 
Member of Congress 
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Tom Bursen 
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U . S . BNVZROHNBHTAL PROTECTION AOENCY, RBOIOH 2 
EZTBRNAL PR00RMC8 DZViaZOM 

NBMORRHDUM 

Tot B r i a n Burke ^ 
H a r k Kramer A 

Fremt Jin Marshall 

Date I October 7, 199* 

SubjectI New York City Asbestos Issue 

Gentlemen: In follow up to your calls with various people in 
this region regarding the New York city asbestos-in-schools 
problem, attached is a copy of an electronic memo written by 
my Deputy, Margaret Randol. I t suTrunarizes a meeting held 
here last Friday by our Acting Deputy Regional 
Administrator, Kathy Callahan, with a number of parents and 
a consultant and l i s t s activities we agreed to undertake. 

Mark ~ in further follow up to a question you asked me, to 
the best of our knowledge, the contractors used by the city 
for AHERA inspections were certified. 

Please advise i f there i s more information we can provide. 

26 Federal Flaza. Hoom 905. New York, NY 10278. Phone 212-264-2515; Fax 212-264-S109 
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Fremt margaret randol (MRANDOL) 
Tot wmussyns, kcallaha, bmetzger, csimon 
Datet Tuesday, October 5, 1993 4:57 pm 
subjectt NYC Asbestos-in-Schools 

At B i l l ' s request, I am summarizing the commitments Kathy made at 
our October l meeting with Mr. Swoszowski and parents concerned 
with asbestos in New York City schools. According to my notes, 
we agreed to: 

1. Conduct inspections at four schools identified by the parents 
as having "unsafe" conditions. 

2. Create a committee of experts to advise NYC and the parents 
on the NYC asbestos-in-school program. The committee w i l l 
include representatives from AHERA, NESKAPS, EPD, ATSDR, and an 
asbestos r i s k expert from either PPIB or from Headquarters. 

3. Review a draft Children's charter for Environmental Rights. 

4. Participate in a meeting of a l l involved agencies, including 
NYC Board of Education, NYC DEP, the SCA, NY state Department of 
Education, the Mayor's office, etc. 

5. Provide advise and assistance to the city as they begin to 
update/revise the AHERA management plana. 

6. provide parents with information on EPA's asbestos research 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

CCt JHARSHAL 
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Status of the Asbestos Loan and Grant Program 

The President's FY 1994 Budget did not contain a request for Asbestos Loans and Grants. 
This has been true in all previous years since the program's authorization in the mid-1980s. 
Usually, Congress adds funding for the program, but chose not to in 1994. In 1993, 
Congress appropriated $31,225 million for loans, and $5,875 million for grants. This money 
is no longer available for obligatioa 



T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 31, 1993 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

We in public service have an opportunity to 
reconnect the bonds of trust with the American 
people. As I have made clear from the beginning of 
my Administration, I believe that p o l i t i c a l reform 
must be a top priority. As part of that effort, I 
strongly support the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1993. 

Too often in recent years, our government has 
not served the interests of average citizens. One 
major reason for this i s the disproportionate impact 
of lobbyists on the governmental process. Today, by 
some estimates, as many as 80,000 people work in 
Washington directly or indirectly as lobbyists, 
representing organized interests before Congress and 
the executive branch. To be sure, lobbying i s a 
constitutionally protected right, and we do not 
propose to limit that right. But we cannot allow the 
clamor of organized interests — who too often seek 
to preserve the status quo — to drown out the voice 
of the broad middle class. 

Despite the enormous impact of lobbying, and the 
huge sums spent for those purposes, current laws do 
not begin to address the public's questions about 
what forces influence policy. Only a small fraction 
of individuals who should register under current law 
even do so. Disclosure forms are weak, loophole-
ridden and provide meaningless information. Data 
regarding lobbying on behalf of foreign interests i s 
particularly inadequate. And the definitions of 
lobbying in current law have not kept up with the 
r e a l i t i e s of the labyrinthine regulatory state. 

To restore public confidence, then, we must 
ensure at a bare minimum that lobbying i s fully 



disclosed, so the f u l l range of ac t i v i t i e s of 
lobbyists i s open to public scrutiny. Toward that 
end, I strongly endorse the passage of legislation 
that would strengthen and streamline lobbying 
disclosure, and that effectively provides the public, 
the media and competing interests access to 
information about the extent of lobbying. 

This legislation would create a comprehensive, 
uniform statute covering a l l professional lobbyists 
without regard to which branch of the federal 
government they lobby. The b i l l provides, for the 
f i r s t time, a broad definition of who i s a lobbyist. 
I t requires that lobbyists identify their clients, 
specify on which issues they lobby, and disclose how 
much they spent or were paid. At the same time, i t 
streamlines existing law to make the rules more 
comprehensible for individuals who must comply. 

In addition, I believe the subcommittee may want 
to take steps to strengthen and cl a r i f y the b i l l . My 
Administration looks forward to working with the 
subcommittee on such improvements. 

We cannot settle for business as usual in 
Washington; this legislation must be only the 
beginning of large scale p o l i t i c a l reform. My 
Administration has already implemented the toughest-
ever restrictions on post-employment lobbying by 
senior o f f i c i a l s , banning them from lobbying their 
agency for five years and from ever serving as a 
registered agent for a foreign government. We have 
proposed the elimination of the deductibility of 
lobbying expenses. This deduction inappropriately 
subsidizes organized interests who seek to influence 
the legislative process. Finally, we w i l l shortly 
propose campaign finance reform legislation that w i l l 
further reduce the role of organized interests in the 
po l i t i c a l system. 



I look forward to working with the Congress to 
secure speedy enactment of this important 
legislation. I appreciate the hard work of the 
subcommittee on this issue. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable John Bryant 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Administrative 

Law and Governmental Relations 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


