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Toledo Public Schools nuurnm^w^aao /UUMTfl 

KAXMieMn-iiio 

To: Mike Scmidt, 
Honorary Member America's Pride of Toledo 

Fax: 202-456-7028 

February 24, 1994 

Mike, 

There are so many articles ! could share with you. But, the most important was written 
a few years ago by a teacher who was touched by our students. Please take the time 
to read this letter. It was written to all Pride students. At least you will know why I care 
so much that this next generation of students have the opportunity for appreciation and 
recognition. 

If it helps our credibility, our group has performed and/or presented at the White House 
Conferences for a Drug Free America, and the Fifth Annual Drig Free Schools and 
Community Conference, sponsored by the U.S. Department ot Education. While 
extremely talented, our students are more talented in presenting workshops for other 
students on topics of interest to the health of our nation: drug abuse, teen pregnancy, 
and violence. 

Our final count of students will be complete tomorrow. However it will be either 59 or 
60 total individuals. 

Thanks again. You are appreciated by at least 60 people and most particularly by me! 

Sincerely, 

Ken Newbury, Ph.D. 

U M BEST place to leam 
Equal Opportunity Employer 



CM 
GD 

Dear Pride Member, 

i 
> 

OQ 

UJ 

UJ 

CD 
I-t 
CN 

I 

r--
i 

(Jl 

cn 
in 

cn 
cn 

As I look back on the thousands of young 
lives that every classroom teacher touches during 
the course of a career, I sometimes ask: "And to 
what avail? I s the world a better place because 
I was there? Did I teach more than reading, 
writing and arithmetic? Through some kind of 
magic, did the values and ideals that made this 
country a great nation and a leader in i t s world 
find a way into the minds and hearts of a new 
generation that w i l l lead us into our futures? 
Did I teach hope and sunshine? Did I teach 
kindness and compassion? Did I teach open 
mindedness and honesty?" Time alone will answer 
those questions for me, but each time I watch you 
perform, I know. 

Thirty years ago, John R. Kennedy said, "Let 
the word go forth that the torch has been passed 
to a new generation." One of Or. Martin Luther 
King's most well remembered expressions i s , "I 
have a dream!" That generation and those dreams 
have accomplished miracles. We put a man on the 
moon. we created the space shuttle. We 
developed s a t e l l i t e communications. We explored 
deeper meanings of equality and freedom. We know 
more about human potential than we've ever known 
before. We virtually wiped out polio, 
tuberculosis and many other diseases. We've made 
tremendous strides in tbe treatment of cancer, 
heart disease, muscular dystrophy and a multitude 
of illnesses that plague the lives of our 
brothers. Laser .jrgery i s one of our 
accomplishments. We found productive uses of 

nuclear energy. Most of us in that generation 
s t i l l have a t least one third of our careers 
le f t to give. 

Never in the history of humanity has a 
generation of people had the power to impact 
world hunger. Did you know that this planet 
currently produces enough food to feed three 
times the world's population? Never have we had 
greater opportunities to bring about world peace, 
freedom and equality. As we watch together the 
walls of differences crumble, I'm sure we wil l 
combine our efforts to build the bridges that 
unite the common core of human l i f e . 

As I see my active career coming to an end 
in the early years of the twenty-first century 
and yours underway, I rest assured that as the 
torch i s passed to yet a new generation, i t shall 
be carried by strong and capable young hands. 
Hands that take their commandments from minds and 
hearts f i l l e d with commitment and integrity. I 
know that truth from the glow that surrounds each 
of you as you give your very best both on and off 
that stage. That i s a l l you will ever need to 
make your dreams come true - to demonstrate the 
miracles that are yours to create. 

I am only one of a huge core of educators in 
this country, but I know that I only echo the 
voices of many when I say that we love everything 
that your are and even those things that you have 
yet to become. I know that you will make those 
things wonderful because you acfl wonderful. You 
are the miracle workers. I know that you cannot 
f a i l to make your dreams come true. 
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Toledo Public Schools 411S Monroe. Totado, Ohio 49608 /1419*78 
FAX (419)47>U10 

To: Mike Scmidt, 
Honorary Member America's Pride of Toledo 

Fax: 202-456-7028 

February 24, 1994 

Mike, 

There are so many articles I could share with you. But, the most important was written 
a few years ago by a teacher who was touched by our students. Please take the time 
to read this letter. It was written to all Pride students. At least you will know why I care 
so much that this next generation of students have the opportunity for appreciation and 
recognition. 

If it helps our credibility, our group has performed and/or presented at the White House 
Conferences for a Drug Free America, and the Fifth Annual Drig Free Schools and 
Community Conference, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education. While 
extremely talented, our students are more talented in presenting workshops for other 
students on topics of interest to the health of our nation: drug abuse, teen pregnancy, 
and violence. 

Our final count of students will be complete tomorrow. However it will be either 59 or 
60 total individuals. 

Thanks again. You are appreciated by at least 60 people and most particularly by mel 

Sincerely, 

Ken Newbury, Ph.D. 

The SESTp s to m 
Opportunity bnptayar 
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As I look back on the thousands of young 
lives that every classroom teacher touches during 
the course of a career, I sometimes ask: "And to 
what avail? Is the world a better place because 
I was there? Did I teach more than reading, 
writing and arithmetic? Through some kind of 
magic, did the values and ideals that made this 
country a great nation and a leader in its world 
find a way into the minds and hearts of a new 
generation that will lead us into our futures? 
Did I teach hope and sunshine? Did I teach 
kindness and compassion? Did I teach open 
mindedness and honesty?" Time alone will answer 
those questions for me, but each time I watch you 
perform, I know. 

Thirty years ago, John R. Kennedy said, "Let 
the word go forth that the torch has been passed 
to a new generation." One of Or. Martin Luther 
King's most well remembered expressions is, "I 
have a dream!" That generation and those dreams 
have accomplished miracles. We put a man on the 
moon. We created the space shuttle. We 
developed satellite communications. We explored 
deeper meanings of equality and freedom. We know 
more about human potential 
before. We virtually 
tuberculosis and many other 
tremendous strides in the 
heart disease, muscuJar dystrophy and a multitude 
of illnesses that plague the lives of our 
brothers. Laser -.jrgery is one of our 
accomplishments. We found productive uses of 

than we've ever known 
wiped out polio, 

diseases. We've made 
treatment of cancer. 

nuclear energy, 
s t i l l have a t 
left to give. 

Most of us in that generation 
least one third of our careers 

Never in the history of humanity has a 
generation of people had the power to impact 
world hunger. Did you know that this planet 
currently produces enough food to feed three 
times the world's population? Never have we had 
greater opportunities to bring about world peace, 
freedom and equality. As we watch together the 
walls of differences crumble, I'm sure we will 
combine our efforts to build the bridges that 
unite the common core of human li f e . 

As I see my active career coming to an end 
in the early years of the twenty-first century 
and yours underway, I rest assured that as the 
torch is passed to yet a new generation, i t shall 
be carried by strong and capable young hands. 
Hands that take their commandments from minds and 
hearts fi l l e d with commitment and integrity. I 
know that truth from the glow that surrounds each 
of you as you give your very best both on and off 
that stage. That is all you will ever need to 
make your dreams come true - to demonstrate the 
miracles that are yours to create. 

I am only one of a huge core of educators in 
this country, but I know that I only echo the 
voices of many when I say that we love everything 
that your are and even those things that you have 
yet to become. I know that you will make those 
things wonderful because you are wonderful. You 
are the miracle workers. I know that you cannot 
fail to make your dreams come true. 
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As I s i t in your audience tonight, there 
will be tears in my eyes. They will not be the 
tears of remorse and despair that you so often 
bring forth from your peers. Those tears are the 
antecedents of needed change in the chaotic lives 
of distraught youth. My tears will be tears of 
grateful appreciation. They will be tears of 
beauty and hope - maybe even pride. You are an 
inspiration in your world - not only to your 
peers, but also to the other lives that surround 
and support yours. I guess I don't ever want you 
to lose touch with your power to inspire the best 
in others by giving the best that is yours to 
give. 

Even though you will never know my name, you 
will recognize me by the smile in my eyes and my 
word and acts of encouragement as you go forward 
in discovering the miracle that is you. Thank 
you for everything that you are. 

A Teacher 

tu Irl' 
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K M Nwnbufy, WiO. 
4115 Monro* 
ToMo, Ohio 43806 
(419) 47ft4665 

Bma«(M,ocpc 
5148 Honors 
Sylvtnla. Ohio 43560 
(419) 885-4347 

Sandy PNIIps 
4610Wlekford QrMn 
Sylvania. Ohio 43S60 
(419) 885-3252 

America's Pi ide 
D R U G P R E V E N T I O N T E A M 

Dear Mrs. Gore, 

Let me introduce you to 60 of the finest teenagers anywhere in 
the U.S.A. These culturally diverse students are part of a 
workshop and performance team called America's Pride. 
Toledo's America's Pride students spend most Friday nights 
training other school children to live a drug-free lifestyle. To 
date, Toledo's America's Pride have presented workshops from 
California to East St. Louis and Atlanta. 

America's Pride is also a very accomplished performance 
group. Over the past 6 years, these students have performed 
for more than 500,000 people. Their message is to celebrate 
life drug-free while reinforcing American values of pride, 
honesty, wisdom, and caring for others. In each Pride 
performance, eyes moisten as the Pride kids sing of their love 
for our country and the freedom from alcohol and other drugs. 

I am writing you this letter to ask for your help. We would 
like to honor and support the newly-elected President and 
Vice-President by offering a musical tune or two during the 
inaugural festivities. Of course, we would welcome an 
invitation to another White House sponsored function. 

Your personal support for these hard-working Toledo-area 
students will make for a life-time memory. I also believe it 
will strengthen the Clinton-Gore theme of change in America. 
For surely, change will begin with our nation's young people. 

Thank you for your interest and help. 

Best wishes for a successful and healthy four years, 

Ken Newbury, Ph.D. 
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M A R Y E L I Z A B E T H Q O R E 

January 25, 1993 

Dear Ken, 

Thank you for your note of congratulations. I'm sorry that the 
materials reached me too late to do anything about the 
Inauguration. 

Change can indeed start with our nation's young people - and 
those pictured in your group appear to be a wonderful example 
of America's best. 

All good wishes on your endeavors with America's Pride. 

Sincerely, 
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THE WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

April 29, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR MARCIA HALE, OFFICE OF SCHEDULING 

FROM: Mike Schmidt, Domestic Policy Council 

SUBJECT: Scheduling Request from Toledo Youth Ambassadors 

I just wanted to bring the attached request to your attention (your office should 
have already received a copy). Larry Cardwell and I met at the President's 
breakfast for state governors and mayors on April 14, a part of the "Summer 
Challenge" event sponsored by The Department of Labor and The Department of 
Education. Mr. Cardwell is the Director of the Toledo Youth Commission, and he 
and Toledo Mayor John McHugh are strong supporters of the President's Summer 
Jobs proposal. 

Mr. Cardwell would like to set up a brief meeting between the President and a 
group called the Toledo Youth Ambassadors sometime in August of this year. His 
request caught my attention because these Youth Ambassadors are a group of 
disadvantaged young people who are trying to make a difference in their urban 
communities. Not only would a meeting with the President be a tremendous 
opportunity for these young people, but as a side benefit I think it would be a 
great opportunity for the President to tout the success of his summer jobs package 
as well (assuming that there will be one). 

Give me a call at X2165 if I can give you any additional information or if you have 
any questions about this request. 



ONE GOVERNMENT CENTER J O H N M c H U G H RESIDENCE 
SUITE 2200 M A Y O R 5876 RYEWYCK DRIVE 

TOLEDO. OHIO 43604 TOLEDO, OHIO 43614 
245-1001 866-1686 

April 20, 1993 

Ms. Marsha Hale 
Office of Scheduling 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ms. Hale: 

At the suggestion of Mr. Mike Schmidt, I am writing to ask for your assistance 
in making a dream come true for 180 young people. These young people, who are 
part of the Toledo Youth Ambassadors, are dreaming of visiting our nation's 
capitol and President Bill Clinton. We are hoping that a date in the first three 
weeks of August 1993 would be convenient for the White House and the President. 
Please let me know which date(s) would be best suited to your schedule needs. 

Perhaps it also would be helpful for you to know something about our 
"Ambassadors." The Toledo Youth Ambassadors are young people committed to the 
shared values of family, school, community, and country. Youth ambassadors are 
committed to the democratic principles upon which our nation is formed. Each 
ambassador has pledged to lead an alcohol and drug free life, obey all laws, and 
serve as a healthy role model for others. Youth ambassadors believe in the 
strength of cultural diversity and establishment of strong and vital families and 
neighborhoods. 

Some of our ambassadors are selected in part because of their participation in 
the President's Summer Challenge. Other students are members of Toledo's 
America's Pride Drug Prevention Training Team. Combined with a diversity of 
other young role models, our ambassadors are hoping for a once in a lifetime 
educational opportunity. Your efforts on our behalf will help keep them focused 
for the challenges they face and opportunities they meet. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Cardwell, Director 
Toledo Youth Commission 

LC:ms/bl 

cc: Mr. Mike Schmidt 

Printed on Recycled Paper 
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THC WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

July X, 1993 

Mr. Larry Cardwell 
Director 
Toledo Youth Commission 
City of Toledo, Ohio 
One Government Center 
Suite 2200 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 

Dear Mr. Cardwell: 

Thank you for writing on behalf of the Toledo Youth 
Airtbasaadors. The President appreciates your letter of support 
and i s sorry that he will be unable to meet with the students 
during their upcoming v i s i t to Washington, D.C. 

Unfortunately, the tremendous demands on che President as he 
works to move our country forward do not give him the opportunity 
to speak with as many people as he would like. 

On behalf of the President, thank you again for your 
thoughtful letter. Please do not hesitate to contact my office 
i f we can provide any further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Marcia L. Hale ' 
Assistant to the President 
Director of Scheduling and Advance 

MLH/ina 
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August 12, 1993 

Ns. Ktrtha Hal* 
Office of Sehtdultng 
The White House 
Washington; DC 20500 

Dear Ns. Hale: 

Sl^fJ* ! I e ? r t? o u r Pr«v1«us correspondance where I requested that the Toledo 
y i i l i ^ l i S 6 0 r K V \ ^ i t h P r« s 1 d« n t Clinton during their visit to 
Washington, DC. The Youth have put In a lot of time and effort In preparing a 
sona which they would llki to sing for the President. If at all possible, we 
would like to arrange 5 to 10 minutes to meet with him so that they can sing the 
song for hlw. We realize that a lot of deeands are being put on the President's 
•ff'tJ"• r eS r e' wft l«»v1ng our date open for a date in the future to meet 

with him. Please contact me or my office as soon as possible of an available 
date. 

Thank you In advance for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Canffell, Director 
Toledo Youth Commission 

LC:ms/dl 

cc: Congresswoman Harcy Kaptur 
Nr. Nlchael Schmidt 
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THC WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

Novsmber 2, 1993 

Mr. Larry Cardwell 
Director 
Toledo Youth Conrnission 
City of Toledo, Ohio 
One Govemment Center 
Suite. 2200 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 

Dear Mr. Cardwell: 

Thank you for inviting the Preeident to hear a song prepared 
by the Toledo Youth Ambassadors. The President appreciates you 
writing on their behalf. 

At this time/ I am unable to make a commitment to your 
request. However, please be assured that I will keep your open 
invitation on file for further consideration and will contact you 
if i t is possible for the President to meet with the children. 

On behalf of the President, thank you again for your 
thoughtful invitation. Please do not hesitate to contact my 
office if we can be of further assistance. 

incerely, 

M. Neel > 
uty Chief of Staff 

RMN/sva 

cc: Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur 
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C I T V O R - " T O ! F ^ P O Q t - i l O 

ONE QOVERNMENT CENTETT TOLEDO. OHIO 43604 

TOLEDO/YOUTH LARRY A. CARDWELL 
COMMISSION EXEC. DIRECTOR 

SUITE 2200 
245-1006 

January 3. 1994 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
c/o Ms. Patti Solis 
Tha White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington O.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

At the suggestion of Mr. Mike Schmidt, Domestic Policy, we are writing to ask for your 
assistance in makino a dream come true for 65 young people. These young people 
are actively involved tn shaping Toledo's future through drug and violence prevention. 
Our "ambassadors" represent the city-wide Youth Commission and Toledo's nationally 
recognized America's Pride drug prevention team. For more than a year, these 
students have dreamed of an opportunity to visit our nation's capitol and meet with the 
First Lady and the President. 

Perhaps it also would be helpful for you to know something about our youna people 
and their mission. America's Pride of Toledo has presented workshops and 
performances for more than 500.000 people over the last eight years. Included 
among their performances were numerous presentations for former Governor Celeste, 
presentations for the White House Conference on Drug Free America, the Department 
of Education, and the California Bowl. In addition, our ambassadors now include 
students who represent ail of Toledo on the Toledo Youth Commission. These 
students are selected in part because of their participation in the President's Summer 
Youth Challenge and because they represent the best qualities in young people. 
They work actively with other youth to represent youth interests in city government 
planning. 

Our greatest wish now is to visit with you. The opportunity to meet you briefly will 
provide additional fire and focus to the hardest working youth we know. Our visit will 
inspire others to get involved as the challenges facing our nation increase. Please 
help us to make this dream come true. Of course we would be willing to visit during 
any convenient time during ths balance of this school year. Thank you in advance for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely. 

Ken Newbury. Ph.D. Larry Cardwell 
Director, Student Assistance Executive Director, Youth Commission 
Toledo Public Schools City ol Toledo 

cc: Mr. Mike Schmid. Domestic Policy 
Representative Marcy Kaptur. 9th District Ohio 
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January 31,1994 

To the special attention of Ms. Patti Solis 
Scheduling Director for: 
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington D C , 20500 

Dear Ms. Solis, 

Thank you for staying interested in a wonderful group of young folks from Toledo. For 
a long time, these students have hoped for the opportunity to meet with the President 
or First Lady. Perhaps their dream is closer to becoming a reality. 

I understand that you asked Mr. Larry Cardwell to respond to you with specific dates 
our group of teens might be able to travel to Washington to meet briefly with Mrs. 
Clinton. During the period from March 2 through March 5, the majority of our 
representatives will be in Philadelphia. If it were possible to visit for a few minutes 
March 5, March 2, or March 3 (in order of preference), it would save our students 
considerable travel time and expense. If these dates are not good, then our spring 
vacation dates anytime during the week of April 4 would also work out for us. 

We have written a song, called "Hope", for the First Lady and President, in honor of all 
they do to uplift our nation and maintain a spirit of hope. It is our great wish to be able 
to express this song and a precious few minutes at a time of your convenience. Such 
a visit as indicated earlier will inspire this generation for a lifetime. 

For your reference, I have included a copy of the previous letter sent by Mr. Cardwell. 

Sincerely, 

Ken Newbury, Ph.D. Larry Cardwell 

cc: Mr. Mike Schmidt 

The flESTpkuw to learn 
Equal Opportunity Emptoyvr 



02/24/1994 06:30 419-472-1210 KEN NEWBURY,PH.D. PAGE 01 

STATE OF OHIO 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
COLUMBUS 43266-0601 

RICHARD F. cetesTE 
OOVEHNOR 

March 1, 1989 

Dr. Ken Newbury 
Director 
Student Assistance Program 
Toledo Public Schools 
4023 Monroe Street 
Toledo, Ohio 43606 

Dear Dr. Newbury: 

Thank you fo r bringing members of America's PRIDE to Columbus f o r 
the Ohio Department of Health's teenage pregnancy prevention 
campaign k i c k o f f . They are t e r r i f i c l 

As you know, the teen-to-teen outreach i s one of the most 
important aspects of thia campaign. America's PRIDE sets a great 
example f o r younger teens to become involved in t h e i r communities 
and to avoid The Teen Parent TRAP. I'm proud America's PRIDE 
w i l l be representing the state of Ohio in our schools, and I look 
forward to the group's continued p a r t i c i p a t i o n as the campaign 
unfolds. 

You're doing a tremendous job with these young people. Keep up 
the good work 1 

Best regards, 

Richard F. Celeste 
Governor 

RFC/prs 

cc: M3. Ruth S c o t t 
Superintendent 
Toledo Public Schools 
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Gov. Richarcl F. Celesu joined sluctonts and dancsn at a Coiumbo. high school to stwr 'Taen 
Parent TRAP, a campaign to warn neo^gerg of the pHTaKs Of aexual activity. 

Ohio begins a campaign 
to curb teen pregnancies " 

COLUMBUS - Ohio. *hkh hu tb* mtioB * llxth 
hl|te»i teca-ig« preguaey rate, begin i public 
awarenau e»mi>»ltn yaitarday to curb what wai 
tarmed an Ineraaiinf problem eoiting tba ititc 
1210,000 a day. 

Gov. Richard T, Catena, HaiUh Dtrwtor RonaM 
Fletcher and othen on hand for nramoaiai it a 
Cohintwa tchooi uld tha "Teen Parant TBA?" cam­
paign wai aimad at U- to 14-rear-oldi who are 
becoming aware of MI ind who nay need guidance 
to avoid pit/klli. 

Numeroai lUilctict ««* cited to damomtrata the 
need fer public concern, hclfhtenad by tha study ef > 
taik feree appointed by Cdcata In 1906 to weu the 
problem. 

Tha turf of the campaisi Included laeu in video 
•nd live perfbrmaneei that faaturod muiic. academic 
achievement, tporu and other tubjecti Fletchar laid 
eould guide teetMaed girl* in pwiUva direction*. 

"Building teir-etteem ii the kw." ha uld. 
The Campaign fbr All Ohlo'i Children, an action 

troup bMctf in Cohimtau. cited tutlltlet KMMtlng 
that In addition to public expenie, the welal COM ol 
taan pregnanclet are enormoua 

Among other thlnr. the group uld the lulcUe nte 
fbr teen mother* wu 10 timet that of the general 

population, ind 80% did nal ftnlih high icbool. Sveiy 
year In Ohio, more than 20,000 teen-ager* have 
babiei - about 13,000 out of wedlock, the group uld. 

Alio every year, about 10,000 taan nothen begin 
receiving welfhre. and about 4,000 of their Inhnta 
have low birth welghu. iBcnaaing health rlik and, 
therefore, medical com. 

Tha Childten't Dedenia Fund-Ohio etflmated the 
Rate tpent 1980.000 a day for teen-age pragnancies 
and tha rewhing npeniei of health cir», utilltiea, 
food ttampi and childran'i icrvicei. 

Of the JCMd birth* to taan-agera in Ohio lo 1987. 
the All Ohlo't Children campaign report uld 1.477 
infanU were Horn to mothere aged 13 and younger. In 
thote eatei. 2M were repeat preganeie*. 

Cuyahoga County led the state with 3,373 teen 
birthi and recorded more than all other countiea In a 
1 bounty area of noitheutem Ohio, according to the 
report. 

Next highest ceonUei were HimiKoo. 1.0M: Frank­
lin, 1.313: Montgomeiy. Ml: Lucaa, 938. Summit, 840: 
Surk. 438, Lorain. 3W; Butler. 344; and Mahoning. 
341 

Other data showed that ona in elaht Ohio babiei 
wu bore to a teen>ige mother In 1881 

Only California. Taxaa, New York. Florida and Hli-
noil, rank above Ohio with proportlona of teen-agers 
who tx pregnant, the report laid. 
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Teaching peers to escape teen parent trap 
By iBCHELE LESME 
STAFF WIUTBt 

Once you get past the brutal statistics that necessi­
tate a state-sponsored pregnancy-preventioa program 
for 11- to 14-year-olds, it's possible to appreciate the 
artistic effort that went into i t 

You can even stniJe A rap soog on the subject or 
teen-age pregnancy is, after all, not something you 
hear all the time: 

Dont get pregnant... at . . . your . . . age. 'Cause 
bein' a teen parent is like bein' in a cage." 

A song about peer pressure isn't bad either. 
'There's a boy in our school who calls himself 'Joe 
Coot,'" wbo suifen "pressure from his peers" and 
"tries his best to hide bis fears . . . Tm no fooi He's 
definitely not Joe Cool." 

By the end of tbe multi-stanza story, Joe gives up 
dnnking, gains self-respect and turns the tables by 
counseling some of .his less fortunate friends. 

Another song, titled "Peer Pressure Blues," goes: 
"Johnny pushed Sandra just a little too fcr. They 
made a baby in tbe back of his car." 

Then comes the sldL Yoong man breaks up with 
girlfHend. Girlfriend, of an age when breaking up is 
the end of tbe world, gets severely depressed. She 
wanders among fellow actors wearing placards 
printed with all the potential "traps": "I'm not loved," 
"Peer pressure," "Alcohol," "Pregnancy." 

She chooses the last, and the sign-bearers form a 
ring around her, locking hands, trapping her in. Even­
tually, her boyfriend returns, says he loves her and 
throws the placards to the floor — all but one. 

What? No more freedom? No more going out with 
the guys? "Sony," he tells her. 

The audience - students at AR Hart Middle 
School in Cleveland — couldnl help laughing a little, 
but that's tot to say tbey didn't get the point 

Tbe performers are members of America's PRIDE, 
a group of 00 students from seventh grade to college 
from 18 schools in the Toledo area. It began as a 
handflil of kids with a desire to help prevent drug 
and alcohol abuse, and it gained a popularity that 
surprises even its coordinators, Bill Geha of the 
Washingtoo Local schools and Ken Newbury of the 
Toledo school district 

"We just went out and recruited kids," Geha said, 
shrugging and smiling. 

The troupe is sponsored by the Ohio Department of 
Health's teen-age pregnancy prevention campaign, 
which is part of a larger effort, the Campaign for AU 
Ohio's Children. 

It's theme is Teen Parent TRAP (Together Reducing 
Adolescent Pregnancy). It is not about birth control It 
is about the trap of substituting sex or substance 
abuse for love and self-respect 

"We believe that if you love yourself, there is noth­
ing you can't do," group member Madelyn MacUe told 
tbe audience. "If you love yourself, you wouldn't want 
anything to barm you, whether it's pregnancy or 
dnigs." 

Shariene Morgan, tbe campaign's outreach coordi­
nator, agreed it's disturbing to have to drive borne the 
truth about unplanned pregnancy with kids barely out 
of elementary school. 

"But I just learned this morning about a 10-year-old 
in Cuyahoga County who delivered a baby last year," 
she said, sighing "So we're not starting too young at 
12,13 and 14." 

According to statistics provided by a state task 
force, more than 20,000 Ohio teens — 13,000 of whom 
are not married — have babies every year. Nearly 
10,000 of these mothers and their children require 
public assistance. 

In 1967, Cuyahoga County had more teen births — 
2,833 — than all of Ohio's 19 northeast-region counties 
combined. 

A.B. Hart is one of three Cleveland schools selected 
as pilot schools for the program, Morgan said. "It's a 
non-traditional approach, but that's what kids 
respond to," she said. 

The junior high and even late elementaiy school 
years are 'lhe teetering years," she said. "Building 
their self-esteem early gives them a much better 
chance later.'1 

Members of America's PRIDE said tbey ervoyed 
participating io the teen-to-teen outreach, which 
a/fords them an opportunity not only to perform — 
many are accomplished musicians and singers — but 
also to show that youth is a time to be enjoyed. 

"We don't want to see people doing drugs and ruin­
ing their lives when they have so much lo Jive for, 

PWCURENCCTMBjn. 

Madetyn Mackie. 16, and Dawn Baker. 16, both 
of Toledo, perform in a skit about teen-age 
mothertxxxl. The girls are members of tne 
America's PRIDE traveling troupe. 

said June Perry, 1ft 
Added Dawn Baker, also 16, "We give them an 

alternative." 
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Toledo PuhUc SchooU 

February 10, 1994 

Mr Mike Schmidt 
Domestic Policy 
Fax # 202-456-2165 

Dear Mr. S9ftrnidt, 

Perhaps there is something about the tenacity of Midwesterners, or at least Michigan 
gradsl Our philosophy is no doubt similar. We place young people at the top of our 
priorities and first in our hearts. After we made promises to our students to visit the 
White House last summer, I wanted to do everything possible to honor our 
commitment. Your help in trying to work out our trip is appreciated. Regardless of the 
outcome, I would like to share my sincere thanks for your support and advocacy. You 
should know that you have some great friends in Toledo. Ohio. 

I have included some of the information you requested along with past communication 
with various scheduling offices. As well, I have tried to piece together a chronology of 
events and promises made to our area young people. Incidentally. Larry Cardwell 
confirms that the President did say a visit could be arranged. 

I hope this information is useful. As you can see, it is easy to give up when several 
promises were made and broken. Nonetheless, we are keeping the faith. Perhaps a 
little luck and a friend can help make something happen. 

Best Wishes. 

Ken Newbury. Ph.D. 

nMinTptamtoiMm 
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Mike, 

Here is a list of some of our "disappointments". I hope this is helpful to you. 

April 14,1993: Mr. Larry Cardwell, Director of the Youth Commission attends a 
conference convened by the Department of Labor and the Department of Education to 
promote Summer Challenge 1993. At this meeting. Mr. Cardwell went up to the 
President and asked him if it would be possible to bring our area youth to meet him at 
the White House. The President replied, "We can do that". As a result of various 
subsequent communication, our students and local officials were told of an impending 
summer trip to Washington D.C. 

October, 1992: Mrs. Gore visited Toledo (Ottawa Hills) Ohio for a fund-raising event. I 
spoke with Mrs. Gore at this event about bringing America's Pride to Washington. She 
said she could think of no reason why this couldn't happen. I shared support letters 
and information about America's Pride with her travelling staff. Then, after the 
Inaugural event, we received a cordial reply indicating that her staff gave her the 
information too late for the Inaugural, (see reply letter enclosed) 

A follow up letter was sent to Mrs. Gore in February, 1993. We have never received a 
reply. 

Early Fall, 1992: Candidate Bill Clinton's campaign schedules a rally in Toledo. 
America's Pride is scheduled to perform. Late the evening prior to the event, 
America's Pride is cancelled when the rally becomes a major address on employment. 
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Toledo Public Schools 4114 Moo roe, T a M a Ohio /Ut tMTMBU 
MXIUMTfrUlO 

TO: Mr. Mike Schmidt: 
FAX: 202-456-7028 

Hare as promised i s the letter and accompanying articles with former Governor 
Richard Celeste. By the way, the former Governor waa a true gentleman and 
good dancer (see photo!). I f needed, I have many other letters that speak to 
the high epiality of our drug and violence prevention team. 

S t i l l wishing on a star. 

The BEST] a to n 
Opportunity Einplay«r 
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o m o 
ONE GOVERNMENT CENTER: TOLEDO. OHIO 43804 

TOLEDO/YOUTH 
COMMISSION 

LARRY A. CARDWELL 
EXEC. DIRECTOR 

SUITE 2200 
245-1006 

January 3.1994 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
c/o Ms. Patti Solis 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington D.C, 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

At the suggestion of Mr. Mike Schmidt, Domestic Policy, we are writing to ask for your 
assistance in making a dream come true for 65 young people. These young people 
are actively involved in shaping Toledo's future through drug and violence prevention. 
Our "ambassadors" represent the city-wide Youth Commission and Toledo's nationally 
recognized America's Pride drug prevention team. For more than a year, these 
students have dreamed of an opportunity to visit our nation's capitol and meet with the 
First Lady and the President. 

Perhaps it also would be helpful for you to know something about our young people 
and their mission. America's Pride of Toledo has presented workshops and 
performances for more than 500,000 people over the last eight years. Included 
among their performances were numerous presentations for former Governor Celeste, 
presentations for the White House Conference on Drug Free America, the Department 
of Education, and the California Bowl. In addition, our ambassadors now include 
students who represent all of Toledo on the Toledo Youth Commission. These 
students are selected in part because of their participation in the President's Summer 
Youth Challenge and because they represent the best qualities in young people. 
They work actively with other youth to represent youth interests in city government 
planning. 

Our greatest wish now is to visit with you. The opportunity to meet you briefly will 
provide additional fire and focus to the hardest working youth we know. Our visit will 
inspire others to get involved as the challenges facing our nation increase. Please 
help us to make this dream come true. Of course we would be willing to visit during 
any convenient time during the balance of this school year. Thank you in advance for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely. 

Ken Newbury. Ph.D. 
Director, Student Assistance 
Toledo Public Schools 

Larry Cardwell 
Executive Director, Youth Commission 
City of Toledo 

cc: Mr. Mike Schmid, Domestic Policy 
Representaiive Marcy Kaptur. 9th District Ohio 
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Fax copy for Mr. Mike Schmidt 
Domestic Policy. 
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C I T - Y OPsr I < w > L - E D O O H I O 

oMiowBiMwiTCiKW J O H N M Q H U Q H 
• y n i ' l l W M A Y O R U7« mmtfiCK Mtvf 

AprU ZÔ  1$93 

H«. Mtrsht H*U 
Office of Scheduling 
The Uhlte House 
Vtshlngton, DC 2DSQ0 

Dear Ns. Halt: \ 

At thj suggestion ef Hr. Mike Schnldt, 1 an wrltins to ask for your assistance 
In wklng a drean cone true for 180 young people. These young people. Who are 
part of the Toledo Youth AMbassadors, are dreantng of visiting Our nat1on»s 
capitol and President Bill Clinton. We ar* hoping that a date In the first three 
weeks of August 1993 would be convenient for the Uhlte House and the President. 
Please let me know which date(s) would be best suited to your schedule needs. 

Perhaps It also would be helpful for you to know something about our 
"Anbassadors." The Toledo Youth Anbassaders are young people commi tted to the 
shared values of fanlly, school, coanunIty, and country. Youth anbassadors are 
coMnltted to the deaocratlc principles upon which our nation Is: formed. Each 
anbassador has pledged to lead an alcohol and drug free life, obey all laws, and 
serve as a healthy role model for others. Youth ambassadors believe In the 
strength of cultural diversity and establishment of strong and vital families and 
neighborhoods. 

Sone of our ambassadors are selected In pirt because of their participation In 
tht President's Suimwr Youth Challenge. Other students are members of Toledo's 
America's Pride Drug Prevention Training Team. Combined with a diversity of 
other young role models, our ambassadors are hoping for a once In a lifetime 
educational opportunity. YOur efforts on our behalf will help keep them focused 
for the challenges they fact and opportunities they meet. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Cardwell, Director 
Toledo Youth Coemission 

LC:ms/bl 

cc: Mr. Ktkt Schmidt 
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O I T V OF=- " T O I — E D O ot—no 
ONE GOVERNMENT CENTER; TOLEDO, OHIO 43604 

TOLEDO/YOUTH LARRY A. CARDWELL 
COMMISSION EXEC DIRECTOR 

SUITE 2200 
245-1006 

January 3, 1994 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
c/o Ms. Patti Solis 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington D.C, 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

At the suggestion of Mr. Mike Schmidt, Domestic Policy, we are writing to ask for your 
assistance in making a dream come true for 65 young people. These young people 
are actively involved in shaping Toledo's future through drucj and violence prevention. 
Our "ambassadors" represent the city-wide Youth Commission and Toledo's nationally 
recognized America's Pride drug prevention team. For more than a year, these 
students have dreamed of an opportunity to visit our nation's capitol and meet with the 
First Lady and the President. 

Perhaps it also would be helpful for you to know something about our young people 
and their mission. America's Pride of Toledo has presented workshops and 
performances for more than 500,000 people over the last eight years. Included 
among their performances were numerous presentations for former Governor Celeste, 
presentations for the White House Conference on Drug Free America, the Department 
of Education, and the California Bowl. In addition, our ambassadors now include 
students who represent all of Toledo on the Toledo Youth Commission. These 
students are selected in part because of their participation in the President's Summer 
Youth Challenge and because they represent the best qualities in young people. 
They work actively with other youth to represent youth interests in city government 
planning. 

Our greatest wish now is to visit with you. The opportunity to meet you briefly will 
provide additional fire and focus to the hardest working youth we know. Our visit will 
inspire others to get involved as the challenges facing our nation increase. Please 
help us to make this dream come true. Of course we would be willing to visit during 
any convenient time during the balance of this school year. Thank you in advance for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Ken Newbury, Ph.D. Larry Cardwell 
Director, Student Assistance Executive Director, Youth Commission 
Toledo Public Schools City of Toledo 

cc: Mr. Mike Schmid, Domestic Policy 
Representative Marcy Kaptur, 9th District Ohio i. 


