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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Chairman Wilhelm, 
my good f r i e n d , Vernon Jordan -- between the two o f you there's 
nothing l e f t f o r me t o say. (Laughter.) I thank you f o r your 
leadership o f our p a r t y . I congratulate you and Deegee on the 
upcoming b i r t h o f your f i r s t c h i l d . (Applause.) 

I thank Vernon and Ann Jordan and a l l those others who 
worked on t h i s dinner and made i t so successful t o n i g h t . I want t o 
thank Terry M c A u l i f f e and a l l the cochairs of t h i s dinner. 
(Applause.) The members of the Congress, the members o f the Cabinet, 
members of the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n who are here and my f e l l o w Americans. 
I have two pieces of good news t o n i g h t . The f i r s t i s t h a t w i t h about 
a h a l f an hour l e f t t o go, the United States i s ahead i n the World 
Cup 2-0 over Colombia. (Applause.) I kind of l i k e t h i s World Cup. 
I t reminds me o f my campaign. We're the underdog i n t h i s d eal; I 
l i k e i t . (Laughter.) 

The second i s f a r more important and, perhaps most of 
you have already heard, but t h i s afternoon, the United States 
received o f f i c i a l c o n f i r m a t i o n t h a t North Korea i s prepared t o freeze 
i t s nuclear program i n r e t u r n f o r t a l k i n g t o us about t h e i r 
d i f f e r e n c e s . (Applause.) 

This event, of course, i s important t o a l l of us -- t o 
our c h i l d r e n and, i f we're successful, even t o our c h i l d r e n ' s 
c h i l d r e n . I t does not solve our problems, but i t gives us a chance 
to begin t o solve them. I t came about because of the steadfastness 
and resolve of our a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and working w i t h our a l l i e s . I n 
t h i s case, we had an i n t e r e s t i n g set of a l l i e s from the very 
beginning -- of course, our f r i e n d s i n South Korea and Japan, but 
also i n Russia and China. There was a sense t h a t we had t o do 
something here. 

I t came about because of the d e f t f o o t i n g of our case, 
and the case f o r North Korea's coming i n t o the community o f nations 
by another great Democrat, former President Jimmy Carter. 
(Applause.) And t o n i g h t , I mentioned i t not only because i t i s so 
important t o a l l of us and t o our f u t u r e , but because i n a d d i t i o n t o 
t h i s being a p a r t y gala, i t i s an American c e l e b r a t i o n . 

When I heard on the way i n the themes of the l i t t l e f i l m 



you saw on our a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , I thought t o myself t h a t most of those 
things we have done b e n e f i t people without regard t o t h e i r p a r t y ; and 
t h a t Democrats i n 1992 promised a new d i r e c t i o n f o r our country, one 
rooted i n the r e a l problems and the r e a l promise of t h i s n a t i o n . I 
had some f a i r l y basic ideas. I thought t h a t we could not be str o n g 
abroad unless we were strong a t home, t h a t we could never be str o n g 
at home i f we t r i e d t o withdraw from the world, but t h a t we had t o 
r e b u i l d ourselves from the grass r o o t s , based on the r e a l c o n d i t i o n s 
i n our country. 

I ' l l never f o r g e t when David Wilhelm suggested t h a t we 
get on t h a t bus. I t was easy f o r him t o say; he d i d n ' t have t o r i d e 
on i t as long as we d i d . (Laughter.) But I t h i n k H i l l a r y and A l and 
Tipper would admit t h a t t h a t bus and those t r i p s not only became the 
symbol of our campaign, but kept us f i r m l y rooted t o the American 
people. We saw i n d i v i d u a l l y the people t h a t had been beaten down and 
had o f t e n given up on t h e i r n a t i o n a l government, maybe c o l l e c t i v e l y 
they were c y n i c a l and believed g r i d l o c k was i n e v i t a b l e , but 
i n d i v i d u a l l y , they were f u l l of hope and concern. They wanted so 
much f o r the promise of America t o be a l i v e f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n , and 
they knew t h a t some tough t h i n g s would have t o be done. 

There's no way t h a t TV ads could convey what we saw i n 
the eyes of a woman on the side of the road i n the Middle West one 
night who t o l d us t h a t her husband and she had been married f o r 35 
years, and he had been having increasing d i f f i c u l t y h o l d i n g on t o 
jobs because of the d e c l i n e of the economy and, f i n a l l y , he had taken 
a job paying j u s t over $5 an hour, and they had l o s t t h e i r h e a l t h 
insurance and she was i l l . And she d i d not know what t o do, but she 
was a b s o l u t e l y sure t h a t they had worked hard and played by the 
r u l e s . 

There's no way a p o l l or a commercial could recapture 
the face of the woman I saw i n Cedar Rapids, Iowa, one day a t a 
Quaker Oats p l a n t , h o l d i n g a c h i l d of another race w h i l e we were 
being demonstrated against by people who disagreed w i t h my pro-choice 
p o s i t i o n . This woman had a pro-choice s t i c k e r on, and she had a baby 
i n her arms of another race. And I said, "Where d i d you get t h a t 
baby?" And she s a i d , "This i s my baby." And I said, "Well, where 
did you get t h i s baby?" She said, " I got t h i s baby from F l o r i d a and 
she has AIDS. But somebody's got t o take care of a l l these babies 
w i t h AIDS." 

This woman had been divorced, was l i v i n g i n an apartment 
w i t h her own two c h i l d r e n , s t r u g g l i n g t o make ends meet, and she had 
adopted another c h i l d . She said, "I'm f o r you, and I wish you'd t e l l 
those people back there w i t h t h e i r signs i f they f e e l so s t r o n g l y 
about i t , come help me adopt these babies and stand up f o r t h e i r 
r i g h t t o grow up and l i v e a good l i f e . " (Applause.) 

I met a s h e r i f f i n East Texas who's got t o be the o n l y 
East Texas s h e r i f f i n America t h a t subscribed t o R o l l i n g Stone. 
(Laughter.) Who t o l d me he wanted me t o pass a r e a l tough crime 
b i l l , but not t o f o r g e t t h a t the kids needed something t o say yes t o 
as w e l l . 

I wish I could j u s t t e l l you a l l these s t o r i e s . But 
when I showed up here, I knew t h a t , as my granddaddy used t o say, 
there would be a l o t of s l i p s between the cup and the l i p . But i f I 
could j u s t keep remembering a l l those people, i n the end i t would 
come out a l l r i g h t . 



And what we have t r i e d t o do i s e x a c t l y what I s a i d I 
would t r y t o i n the campaign. We've t r i e d t o r e s t o r e the economy, t o 
restore the l i n k between the people and the government, t o make i t 
work f o r o r d i n a r y people again, t o r e b u i l d a sense of work and f a m i l y 
and community and empowerment of i n d i v i d u a l c i t i z e n s , and t o move 
t h i s country i n t o the 21st century -- s t i l l the g r e a t e s t country i n 
the world w i t h the most hopes f o r our c h i l d r e n . 

I f you look a t what has happened i n the l a s t 18 months, 
I t h i n k you can make a p r e t t y compelling case t h a t we're doing the 
r i g h t t h i n g s . Our economy i s growing s t e a d i l y ; over 3.4 m i l l i o n new 
jobs i n 16 months, more than i n the previous f o u r years combined; a 
point-and-a-half-plus drop i n the unemployment r a t e . I n 1993, more 
new business i n c o r p o r a t i o n s than i n any year since World War I I . I n 
the f i r s t q u a r t e r o f t h i s year, the f i r s t q uarter i n over 15 years 
when there was not a bank f a i l u r e . 

Our Republican f r i e n d s always t a l k about how they 
deplored the d e f i c i t and they deplored government spending. But i t 
j u s t kept g e t t i n g bigger when they were i n o f f i c e . And they blamed 
the Congress. But when you look at the f a c t s , the t r u t h i s t h a t , i n 
s p i t e of the exploding d e f i c i t s . Congress a c t u a l l y appropriated 
s l i g h t l y l e s s money i n the previous 12 years than the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s 
asked f o r . (Applause.) 

And a l l t h a t about -- there's the congressmen c l a p p i n g 
out there, t e l l you the t r u t h . (Laughter.) But they were very 
s k i l l e d a t saying one t h i n g and doing another. And I'm not very good 
at t h a t , and i t embarrasses me, so we decided we'd a c t u a l l y t r y t o 
bri n g the d e f i c i t down. 

Last year, by the narrowest of margins, because we got 
no help and a l o t o f hot r h e t o r i c , our economic plan passed. And i t 
began a system of d i s c i p l i n e d budgeting, which w i l l be accompanied by 
t h i s year's budget -- the f i r s t time i n 17 years two President's 
budgets have been adopted on time by the United States Congress. 
(Applause.) That w i l l give us three years of d e f i c i t r e d u c t i o n f o r 
the f i r s t time since Harry Truman was the President of the United 
States o f America. (Applause.) 

And I want you t o know -- working w i t h t h i s Congress, 
t h i s budget, the Congress w i l l e l i m i n a t e over 100 government programs 
o u t r i g h t , w i l l c u t 200 more; w i l l not only be reducing defense, but 
w i l l reduce domestic d i s c r e t i o n a r y spending f o r the f i r s t time since 
1969, i n 25 years. And s t i l l we w i l l spend more money on Head S t a r t , 
more money on women and i n f a n t c h i l d r e n , more money on school-to-work 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s , more money on education and new technologies f o r the 
f u t u r e . We w i l l i n v e s t more i n people and s t i l l c ut government 
spending, because we h i r e d on t o get things done, not t o j u s t about 
them, and t h a t i s what the Democrats are doing i n t h i s town today. 
(Applause.) 

When you put t h a t w i t h the i n i t i a t i v e s i n trade t h a t 
t h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has taken -- more i n 18 months than had been done 
i n a generation -- we have the basis f o r the f i r s t growth i n America 
i n 30 years t h a t i s l e d by investment and t h a t has no i n f l a t i o n -- i n 
30 years. That i s what I asked f o r a chance t o work on and what you 
helped t o g i v e me. And no amount of r h e t o r i c t o the c o n t r a r y can 
take away those f a c t s . (Applause.) 

The second t h i n g I said I would t r y t o do i s t o make 
government work f o r o r d i n a r y people. And I t h i n k we've made a p r e t t y 



good stab a t t h a t . With the support of the p u b l i c employee unions, 
we have passed budgets which w i l l reduce the siz e of the n a t i o n a l 
government by a q u a r t e r of a m i l l i o n by a t t r i t i o n over f i v e years, 
and leave us at the end of a f i v e - y e a r period w i t h the smallest 
fe d e r a l work forc e since John Kennedy was the President of the United 
States. And the money w i l l be used t o pay f o r the crime b i l l t o make 
our s t r e e t s s a f er. That i s a matter of record. (Applause.) 

We've also begun t o make the government work again. 
Terry M c A u l i f f e t o l d me yesterday t h a t a r e p o r t e r f o r a newspaper 
t h a t i s not e x a c t l y a house organ of the Democratic Party c a l l e d him 
and said, how d i d you get a l l these businesspeople t o c o n t r i b u t e t o 
the Democratic Party? He said, w e l l , the President's got a good pro-
business p o s i t i o n . And a r e p o r t e r s t a r t i n g laughing. One of the 
r e a l problems here, you know, you're always i n the most t r o u b l e when 
you t h i n k you have nothing t o l e a r n . (Laughter.) 

The Small Business A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , under the leadership 
of Erskine Bowles, w i l l now l e t you apply f o r a loan on a one-page 
form -- something small businesspeople have been begging f o r f o r 
years. (Applause.) The Emergency Management Agency, which was the 
source of r i d i c u l e and anger and f r u s t r a t i o n and r e v u l s i o n f o r years 
because i t was dominated by p o l i t i c a l appointees, now has a d i r e c t o r 
from my home s t a t e who d i d i t f o r a l i v i n g . And he's the most 
popular f e d e r a l bureaucrat i n the United States because FEMA has been 
there i n earthquakes and f i r e s and tornadoes, when people needed i t . 
Nobody worries about whether the f e d e r a l government i s going t o be 
there t o do i t s j o b anymore. (Applause.) 

Rice farmers i n Northern C a l i f o r n i a , a few weeks, f o r 
the f i r s t time ever, shipped t h e i r r i c e out of p o r t s i n Northern 
C a l i f o r n i a t o s e l l i n Japan, because the government i s working f o r 
ordinary people again. (Applause.) 

I don't know how many businesspeople I've had come up t o 
me i n the l a s t year and say, you know, I'm a Republican, but you have 
the only a d m i n i s t r a t i o n where the Commerce Department and the State 
Department work together t o t r y t o help me do business overseas, and 
I appreciate t h a t . (Applause.) 

I wanted t o break g r i d l o c k . For seven years, the world 
trade agreement was t i e d up. I t was r a t i f i e d l a s t year by the 
nations, and we're going t o implement i t t h i s year. For seven years 
— seven years even a f t e r the attempt on President Reagan's l i f e , 
w i t h h i s f i n e Press Secretary, Jim Brady, s u r v i v i n g by a mir a c l e and 
campaigning l i k e crazy f o r the Brady B i l l f o r seven years the NRA and 
others t i e d i t up i n Congress. But we passed i t l a s t year. 
(Applause.) 

For seven years, even though i t had some b i p a r t i s a n 
support, the Family and Medical Leave Act could not pass the 
Congress, but we passed i t l a s t year. No p r e s i d e n t i a l vetoes. 
(Applause.) Support f o r f a m i l i e s i n the workplace. (Applause.) For 
six years now, p o l i t i c s has kept the crime b i l l from passing, but we 
are on the verge of passing the most important piece of a n t i c r i m e 
l e g i s l a t i o n i n the h i s t o r y of the United States -- more punishment 
but more prevention; more p o l i c e . And the ban on assault weapons, 
which l o s t j u s t two years ago by 70 votes i n the House of 
Representatives, passed. We have brought an end t o the g r i d l o c k i n 
t h i s country, and we should not l e t i t go back the other way at 
e l e c t i o n time. (Applause.) 



Now we're working on health care. F i r s t , the other side 
said there was no c r i s i s . Then there was a c r i s i s but we needed a 
b i p a r t i s a n s o l u t i o n . I said, f i n e ; here's my plan, you t e l l me how 
we going t o change i t , but we've got t o cover everybody. Then they 
s t a r t e d running ads saying I was t r y i n g t o give h e a l t h care t o the 
government, which wasn't t r u e . But I went out and l i s t e n e d t o 
people, and I s a i d , w e l l , maybe i t i s too bureaucratic. So we 
changed i t some more, and took out some of the mandatory p r o v i s i o n s 
and made i t more f l e x i b l e t o t r y t o make i t more responsive. 

And then a Republican Congressman from Iowa named Fred 
Grandy stood up and t o l d the awful t r u t h t h a t he and h i s colleagues 
had been given marching orders t o do nothing t o cooperate t o t r y t o 
solve the h e a l t h care problems i n t h i s country. 

The Governor of F l o r i d a was i n here today, t a l k i n g about 
how he had a b i l l i n F l o r i d a t h a t was not mandatory, but would made 
the s i t u a t i o n b e t t e r ; t h a t had the support of every o r g a n i z a t i o n i n 
his s t a t e . And i t s t i l l died the i n Senate of the s t a t e o f F l o r i d a 
because there's a 20-20 s p l i t between Republicans and Democrats. And 
w i t h a l l the i n t e r e s t groups saying, please do something about h e a l t h 
care, every l a s t Republican senator s t i l l voted against i t so they 
couldn't say he d i d anything on health care. 

Now, i n the Senate Finance Committee, there are a couple 
of Republicans who have worked on health care f o r years, who are 
t r y i n g t o come together and reach some accommodation. And I can t e l l 
you they are under w i t h e r i n g pressure. But, f o l k s , those people who 
say, l e t ' s j u s t cover 90 percent and f o r g e t about i t , i t won't work. 
I t won't work. Three m i l l i o n working Americans have l o s t t h e i r 
health insurance i n the l a s t three years. We are going backwards. 
We are the only country i n the world w i t h an advanced economy t h a t 
has not f i g u r e d out how t o cover everybody. 

Read the a r t i c l e i n The Washington Post today about the 
German h e a l t h care system. The German h e a l t h care system today takes 
up a smaller percentage of the income of Germany than i t d i d two 
years ago. I t ' s about 8.5 percent. Our h e a l t h care system costs us 
14.5 percent of our income, and we s t i l l can't f i g u r e out how t o 
cover -- we're not even at 85 percent anymore. 

And a l l the s o l u t i o n s t h a t say, w e l l , l e t ' s j u s t not 
make any tough decisions and go up t o 90 percent cost you a double-
ton of money i n taxes, subsidize the poor -- most of whom already can 
at l e a s t get Medicare -- and do not one s i n g l e s o l i t a r y t h i n g f o r the 
working middle c l a s s , 80 percent of whom are those who don't have 
insurance and who are t e r r i b l y insecure. 

I'm t e l l i n g you, we have got t o face t h i s problem and 
face i t now. Harry Truman t r i e d t o get us t o do i t 50 years ago and 
we d i d n ' t do i t , and we've been paying f o r i t ever since. 
(Applause.) 

Let me say t h a t any time you quote Harry Truman now, the 
Republicans stand up and clap, and everybody says, gosh, I wish we 
had him around; i t ' s too bad we don't have anybody l i k e Truman 
anymore. Let me t e l l you something, f o l k s , I came from one of those 
f a m i l i e s t h a t was f o r him when he was l i v i n g . (Laughter and 
applause.) And a l o t of the people t h a t brag on him today wouldn't 
have walked across the s t r e e t t o shake h i s hand when he was i n o f f i c e 
-- (applause) -- because he stood up f o r or d i n a r y people and he t o l d 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y t r u t h s and he t r i e d t o get us t o face the problems of 



our time. Now, i n r e t r o s p e c t , we can see t h a t he d i d a good j o b . 

Every midterm e l e c t i o n i n the 20th century except one --
when President Roosevelt could not pass Soc i a l S e c u r i t y i n 1934 --
every other one has seen a loss i n both Houses, or a t l e a s t one 
House, f o r the President i n power, h i s p a r t y . Why? Because th e r e i s 
always a disappointment from the b r i g h t promise of the i n a u g u r a t i o n 
t o the hard r e a l i t y of governing. Governor Cuomo used t o say, we 
campaign i n poetry and we govern i n prose. (Laughter.) 

But t h e r e i s a s p e c i a l problem t h i s year. What i s i t ? 
I t i s t h a t t h e r e i s so much accumulated cynicism i n t h i s country, and 
people are always t o l d about the process, the c o n f l i c t , the ups, the 
downs, the d i f f e r e n c e s t h a t a l o t of people don't even know what I 
have j u s t t o l d you. And our adversaries are banking on two t h i n g s : 
Number one, they b e l i e v e the cynicism of the e l e c t o r a t e w i l l . A, 
cause them t o say, I don't b e l i e v e i t i f they hear what we have done; 
and, B, cause them t o blame those of us who are i n i f we f a i l t o 
change because they b r i n g back g r i d l o c k . And so they t h i n k they can 
be rewarded i f they stop anything from happening. And the second 
t h i n g t h a t they hope i s t h a t they can d i v e r t the a t t e n t i o n of a 
s i g n i f i c a n t number of our vote r s from the c r y i n g issues t h a t u n i t e us 
as a people by t r y i n g t o launch another c u l t u r a l war. 

And t h i s i s not j u s t my opi n i o n . There's a new book out 
by David Frame (sp) conservative and former e d i t o r i a l w r i t e r o f the 
Wall S t r e e t Journal, t h a t you can f i n d adapted i n Harper's t h i s week. 
He says t h a t conservatives f a i l t o c o n t r o l the size and cost of 
government, and they've b a s i c a l l y given t h a t up. That's t r u e ; we've 
done a b e t t e r j o b o f t h a t than they d i d . So, instead, he p r e d i c t s 
p o l i t i c s i n the f u t u r e w i l l become a l o t n a s t i e r , and t h a t the only 
way t o mo b i l i z e and e x c i t e voters w i l l be t o trade on our d i f f e r e n c e s 
on moral and e t h n i c and r a c i a l issues. 

I can t e l l you, f o l k s , we have not survived over 200 
years as the strongest and o l d e s t democracy i n t h i s country by 
f i g h t i n g out our d i f f e r e n c e s on moral and r a c i a l and e t h n i c issues. 
(Applause.) And we d i d not get where we are by becoming mired i n the 
luxury -- and I use the word c l e a r l y -- the lu x u r y of cynicism. 

You know, the biggest honor I t h i n k I've had as your 
President was going t o represent us at the D-Day ceremonies. I t was 
one of the most e x t r a o r d i n a r y events of H i l l a r y ' s and my l i f e ; going 
f i r s t t o I t a l y and seeing what our s o l d i e r s endured there -- being 
shelled and k i l l e d on those beaches week a f t e r week, not able t o get 
o f f -- going t o England and seeing the 3,800 graves of people who 
fought i n the a i r war f o r two years before the D-Day invasion, and 
the l i s t of 5,000 names of people who never came back, i n c l u d i n g Joe 
Kennedy, J r . and the great American band leader, Glenn M i l l e r ; and 
then going t o the beaches at Normandy. And the t h i n g t h a t s t r u c k me 
overwhelmingly was t h a t these people who saved the world, who l a i d 
t h e i r l i v e s on the l i n e , they d i d n ' t have an o p t i o n . They knew what 
was at stake. And i t makes a mockery of t h e i r s a c r i f i c e f o r us t o be 
cy n i c a l about f u l f i l l i n g our own legacy. 

This whole atmosphere t h a t permeates t h i s town now --
nothing makes any d i f f e r e n c e , and i t ' s a l l who's up and down and i n 
and out and a l l t h a t . This obsession w i t h process and c o n f l i c t over 
product, i t makes a mockery of what has gotten us here f o r 200 years. 

I'm going t o t e l l you something -- most of the people 



I've known -in p o l i t i c s f o r 20 years, both p a r t i e s , have been honest. 
Most of them have worked hard. Most of them have done what they 
thought was r i g h t . Most of the time we fought over t h i n g s t h a t were 
honest d i f f e r e n c e s , worth arguing and f i g h t i n g over. And we're about 
to get ourselves i n a f i x on the dawn of the 21st century. We've got 
the strongest economy i n the world; we are the envy of the world; our 
d i v e r s i t y i s a source of great strength and the great, great mother 
lode of wealth f o r us i n the 21st century i n the g l o b a l economy, i f 
we've got sense enough t o rescue these kids out of these c i t i e s , 
whose l i v e s are being squandered. And the only t h i n g t h a t can mess 
i t up f o r us i s i f we permitted ourselves t o have the wrong f i g h t s , 
to b e l i e v e t h a t we were immoral because we had d i f f e r e n c e s over 
c e r t a i n issues, and i f we permitted ourselves t o become so c y n i c a l 
t h a t we wouldn't even l i s t e n t o the t r u t h . 

And I am here t o n i g h t t o t e l l you t h a t what you need t o 
do i s t o go out of t h i s room t o n i g h t and not j u s t be glad t h a t you 
gave money t o t h i s p a r t y and t o our a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and t o our 
continued e f f o r t s , but t o t h i n k of your words as a k n i f e t h a t can cut 
through stone. And every time you hear one of your f e l l o w Americans 
say some c y n i c a l and nonsensical t h i n g implying t h a t we're a l l up 
here j u s t t r y i n g t o fea t h e r our nest, and i t doesn't make any 
d i f f e r e n c e what's done and everything's i n t r o u b l e , you t e l l them the 
t r u t h -- not t o b e n e f i t me and the Democrats i n Congress, although t o 
be sure, w e ' l l be b e n e f i t t e d f o r i t because we have broken g r i d l o c k 
and we are moving forward -- but t o give Americans t h e i r c i t i z e n s h i p 
back. 

We d i d not get here by being cynics, we got here by 
being b e l i e v e r s . Thank you and God bless you a l l . (Applause.) 

END 9:36 P.M. EDT 
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THE PRESIDENT: I f I could s i n g l i k e t h a t , I would have never 
g o t t e n i n t o p o l i t i c s . (Laughter and applause.) Reverend Jemison; your 
President-Elect, Dr. Lyons -- (applause) 
-- t o Dr. Richardson -- (applause), Reverend James, Dr. Mary Ross. 

To a l l the d i s t i n g u i s h e d Louisianans here present, i n c l u d i n g 
Reverend Governor Edwards; t thought he d i d very w e l l ^today. 
(Applause.) Senator Breaux and Congressman J e f f e r s o n and Mayor M o r i a l 
and a l l your s t a t e o f f i c i a l s and l e g i s l a t o r s , Reverend Jackson. 
(Applause.) To a l l the members of my s t a f f and Cabinet who are here. 

Where are the people here w i t h the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ? They're a l l 
here somewhere. (Applause.) 

I want t o say many t h i n g s , but f i r s t we have a duty, I t h i n k , as 
Americans t o take a moment of s i l e n c e now f o r the 131 people who were 
k i l l e d i n t h a t awful a i r crash i n P i t t s b u r g h . H i l l a r y and I send our 
deepest sympathies and our prayers t o the f r i e n d s and the loved ones of 
the crash v i c t i m s . And I know t h a t ' a i l . of you and a l l Americans al s o 
send your prayers t o the g r i e v i n g . . 

Our Secretary of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , Secretary Pena i s t h e r e i n 
P i t t s b u r g h . I have t a l k e d w i t h the Mayor and the Governor t h i s morning 
and w i t h Senator Wofford. A l l Americans should know t h a t we w i l l do 
whatever we can t o assure t h e i r s a f e t y i n t r a v e l . But l e t * u s today, i n 
the p a i n f u l r e c o g n i t i o n of our f a l l i b i l i t y as human beings, mourn w i t h a 
moment of si l e n c e those who l o s t t h e i r l i v e s . Amen. 



• Well, Dr. Jemison, I thank-you f o r that warm introduction. I 
have known you as a f r i e n d for'a long time. When we were standing 
outside, about to come up, he was reviewing his more than 50 years i n 
the leadership of t h i s great church. That's a long time, worthy of 
honor, and I give i t . (Applause.) 

Two years ago I had a great moment with a l l of you i n Atlanta 
when I was running f o r President. (Applause.) And l a s t year, I was 
i n v i t e d to appear and I couldn't; I had to give my regrets. I sort of 
f e l t l i k e the boy who skipped Sunday school. (Laughter.) I promised 
Dr. Jemison I'd be here t h i s year no matter what, so I showed up, and I 
hope you have forgiven me because I fe e l at home. (Applause.) 

Two years ago I came to you, and you responded. I asked you to 
work with me to give us at least a chance to change the d i r e c t i o n our 
country was headed i n . We had too much debt and too few jobs. We 
seemed to be going i n the wrong d i r e c t i o n where ordinary Americans were 
ignored, and people with money and organized power were heeded, but 
somehow the thing was not working. 

As the Vice President used to say, what ought to be l i p was down, 
and what ought to be down was up. And that was a problem. I wanted a 
chance to t r y to move t h i s country forward again and to t r y to p u l l our 
country together again. 

Today, having served now f o r not quite two years, I guess what I 
want t o say to you i s I j t h i n k we're doing a p r e t t y good job of moving 
forward, but not nearly a good enough job of coming together. 
(Applause.) 

• * • 
I have here i n the f r o n t some of my friends and former employers 

from the State of. Arkansas -- would you a l l stand up? (Applause.) 
Thank you and bless you f o r being here. 

I l i v e d i n a l i t t l e state to the north of here f o r a while, you 
know. And I learned that i t was not healthy to say one thing to one 
group and one to another. You had to say the same thing to everybody 
and mean i t every day. -

I never w i l l forget when I was running f o r president, one of the 
most memorable days I had was speaking on one day of the weekend i n 
Macomb County, Michigan, the p r o t o t y p i c a l , what•they used to c a l l 
"Reagan Democrat county," where there was a l o t of what they used to 
c a l l "white f l i g h t . " And then the next day I went to a black church i n 
Detroit where half the people were from Arkansas. And I gave the same 
speech I had given the day before, and people thought that was strange. 
And I said, i s i t so strange that we should say the same thing to a l l 
Americans and t r y to come together? 

I want to t a l k to you today about that. I s t i l l believe what I 



^ ^ ^ y b e l i e v e d two: years ago -- t h a t the government has a r o l e t o p l a y i n the 
^rMkMi^ f u t u r e o f t h i s country and the f u t u r e of our f a m i l i e s and our hopes and 
vji-'.x *.«;.. ourdreams, not as s a v i o r , but not on the s i d e l i n e s -- j u s t as a p a r t n e r 

••'in''.'progress ;.• I .''still'-bel'ieve t h a t , together, we can meet every 
challenge, t h a t we can f u l f i l l the hopes of our c h i l d r e n . I s t i l l 

.'•:••• ', •- b e l i e v e there are a l o t of t h i n g s we have t o do t h a t go way beyond the 
reach of government i n t o the depths of the human s p i r i t . 

Today I say t o you again, I t h i n k we're making a l o t of 
progress, and I f e e l good about t h a t . But I don't t h i n k we're doing as 
w e l l as we should i n coming together. (Applause.) And I don't f e e l 
good about t h a t , and I want t o examine t h a t and what I could do b e t t e r 
and what you can do b e t t e r . 

I n o t i c e d a columnist wrote the other day i n the newspaper, he 
- s a i d , there's l o t s of t h i n g s going r i g h t i n t h i s country. The economy 

i s booming, we've got over 4 m i l l i o n new jobs, the stock market i s up, 
the d e f i c i t i s down, t h i n g s look good i n the f u t u r e . Our country was 
j u s t r a t e d the most productive country i n the e n t i r e world f p r the f i r s t 
time i n n e a r l y 10 years; we've got over 4 m i l l i o n new jobs -- as I s a i d , 
the unemployment r a t e i s down. A l o t of t h i n g s are going w e l l . 
(Applause.) 

We see around the world r e a l progress -- peace i n the Middle 
East, i n the Holy Land -- something t h a t should gladden the heart of 
every C h r i s t i a n . We see peace prospects and moving forward i n Northern 
I r e l a n d -- something many of us thought we would never see. We see the 
majesty of peace and democracy and freedom u n f o l d i n g ip. South A f r i c a . 
And I want t o thank Reverend Jackson f o r h i s leadership of our e l e c t i o n 
team over there i n South A f r i c a , doing t h a t process. (Applause.) •'•'.'.'•' ' 

And so the w r i t e r s a i d --he was w r i t i n g about 
me -- he s a i d , i f t h i n g s are going so w e l l , why are people s t i l l mad a t 
the President? Well, what he might have s a i d i s , you remember t h a t o l d 
saying, " I f I'm so r i c h , why I am not happy?" (Laughter.) 

Well, there are a l o t of reasons f o r t h a t . But l e t me o f f e r 
one. I j u s t got back from v a c a t i o n and when I was on v a c a t i o n I went t o 
church and I heard a m i n i s t e r I ' d never seen before from a l i t t l e town 
i n New Jersey, c a l l e d Red Bank. (Applause.) You know where Red Bank, 
New Jersey i s ? (Applause.) 

The f i r s t t h i n g he d i d was give us dispensation f o r being on 
va c a t i o n , which I f e l t good about. . He said, l i f e i s not a l l work, i t i s 
also p l a y and r e s t and worship. But he went on t o say i t ' s not only 
important t o do a l l those t h i n g s , , b u t t o get them r i g h t . And i f you 
don't have f a i t h , you won't have the rhythm r i g h t . You w i l l f i n d 
yourselves working a t p l a y and p l a y i n g at worship and.you'11 have i t a l l 
messed up. (Applause.) 



; -x " , Well, t h a t ' s k i n d o f what's going on i n our country today. We \ 
/ s t i l l haven't q u i t e got the rhythm r i g h t . So t h a t even though we^are ̂  , 

/• v f a c i n g a l o t of our most profound problems, and even .though we arey j . * 
c l e a r l y making progress i n areas too long ignored, which many o f ..you. 
have mentioned here, we have t o say: what i s the r e a l deal here? Why 

raren-'t we happier about i t ? _ ^ -; . 

There are many reasons, but l e t me o f f e r t h r e e . One i s , 
whenever periods of profound change occur i n the l i v e s of i n d i v i d u a l s or 
nati o n s , they are u n s e t t l i n g . I s n ' t t h a t r i g h t ? Can't you t h i n k of 
times i n your own l i f e when you were making a change, and every day you 
woke up and i t was l i k e there was t h i s scale i n s i d e your body, and oh . 
one side of the scale was hope and on the other side of the scale was 
f e a r , and i t s e e m e d l i k e every day, the scales would be i n a l i t t l e b i t 
d i f f e r e n t balance u n t i l " y o u f i n a l l y got through t h i s change you were 
going, through. . -

We can a l l i d e n t i f y w i t h t h a t . That's what's going on i n ^ t h i s 
country today. I t ' s happened before. At the end of the F i r s t World 
War, we won t h i s great b a t t l e and we d i d n ' t know what t o do'with 
ourselves, and so we j u s t came home and f o l d e d up our t e n t s . We thought, 
we could withdraw from the world. And what happened? That's when the 

'XKu Klux Klan f i r s t s t a r t e d r i s i n g up. At the end of the F i r s t World War, 
when we l o s t our concentration and we l o s t our way and we d i d n ' t know 
who the enemy was-anymore.It's also whenwe had the f i r s t Red Scare, 
when everybody began to'be accused of being a communist i f they had 
unconventional opinions. 

Then, a t the end of the Second World War, the same s o r t o f t h i n g 
happened, except we knew b e t t e r then t o withdraw, from the world., Harry 
Truman sa i d , no, .no, we're going t o r e b u i l d the country here a t home f o r 
the s o l d i e r s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s , and we're going t o r e b u i l d our enemies, 

" Germany and Japan; and our a l l i e s i n Europe. 

And we know who the enemy i s , i t ' s the Soviet Union and 
communism, so we're going t o have a great w a l l against communism, and 
we're going, t o f i g h t t h i s Cold War. 

But, s t i l l , there was u n c e r t a i n t y . There was a new Red Scare, 
which came t o i t s height under Senator McCarthy. And Harry Truman had a 
hard time g e t t i n g people t o change. You know, he was at 80 percent 
approval i n the p o l l s a f t e r he dropped the bomb which ended the war, but 
by the time he sent the second h e a l t h reform l e g i s l a t i o n t o Congress --
t h a t ' s how long we've been t r y i n g t o f i x the h e a l t h care system - - b y 
the time Harry Truman d i d i t the second time, he. was down t o 36 percent 
i n the p o l l s . Now, everybody t a l k s about him l i k e , he ought .to be on 
Mount Rushmore. (Laughter.) But I was f o r a f a m i l y who supported him 
when he was l i v i n g , and I know what happened. 



Change i s d i f f i c u l t . And when you're going through a p e r i o d o f % 

change, we are vulnerable t o g e t t i n g out of our rhythm. • The' second i•; ; 
problem i s , we l i v e i n a time which almost seems t o g l o r i f y , the - J . 
negative, the c y n i c a l , don't we? (Applause.) I t ' s the o l d s t o r y -- -
there's a l o t more people'prone t o see the glass o f water i s h a l f empty 
than h a l f f u l l than there used t o be, and t o t e l l a l l the r e s t of us 
we're j u s t f o o l s i f we see i t h a l f f u l l ; i t ' s r e a l l y h a l f empty. 

And then, f r a n k l y , l e t ' s face i t : We s t i l l have some problems 
t h a t are r e a l deep i n t h i s country, t h a t a l l the progress we're making 
does not n e c e s s a r i l y touch. We have 4.1 m i l l i o n new j o b s , the work 
fo r c e i s expanding more r a p i d l y than i t d i d 10 years ago, the l a s t time 
we had any k i n d of economic recovery, but l o t s of f o l k s s t i l l out of • 
work. A l o t of f o l k s l i v e i n places where they don't b e l i e v e new jobs 
are coming. A l o t of people are working harder; they have t h e i r j o b , 
but the don't t h i n k t h e y ' l l ever get a r a i s e . 1 

Five m i l l i o n --- f i v e m i l l i o n people l i v e i n working f a m i l i e s who 
had h e a l t h insurance f i v e years ago, who do not have i t today. 
(Applause.) So we have some, r e a l problems. Governor Edwards a l l u d e d t o 
the most heart-breaking of a l l ' - - those t h a t i n v o l v e the c h i l d r e n of 
t h i s country, t h e i r sins and t h e i r abuses, and t h e i r l o s s of t h e i r 
childhood and t h e i r innocence, and our loss of t h e i r f u t u r e . The 11-
ye a r - o l d boy i n Chicago, Robert Sandifer, who sprayed g u n f i r e a t a group 
of k i d s and k i l l e d a 14-year-old g i r l and then k i l l e d h i m s e l f ; h i s 
grandmother saying, I could not reach you. 

And then i n New Jersey, the 13-year-old who s t o l e a gun t o end a. 
p e t t y argument and the l i f e of h i s 11-year-old f r i e n d . I n D e t r o i t , Rosa 
Parks was attacked by a crack a d d i c t f o r $53. I n my hometown, an 82-
ye a r - o l d woman, attacked by two teenagers, b r u t a l i z e d and s e x u a l l y 
molested -- 82 years o l d . These aren't B a p t i s t problems o r C a t h o l i c , 
problems or Jewish problems. Contrary t o what some people say, they're 
not black or white problems. No, the 11-year-old i n Chicago was black, 
but the teenager i n New Jersey who k i l l e d , and the v i c t i m were both 
white. 

Rosa Parks i s a hero t o A f r i c a n Americans and a hero t o people 
who have been oppressed throughout the world, but the 82-year-old woman 
i n my hometown was a white lady, and so were the people who attacked 
her. _J _.. - - " 7 - — 

. These problems and the problems behind them t h a t brought the 
"c h i l d r e n t o the miserable p o i n t i n l i f e where they d i d what they did.\ 
These are the t h i n g s t h a t are gnawing at our s p i r i t t h a t we have t o \ 
address so we can get the rhythm r i g h t , we can go on and face the y 
challenges of t h i s time, a l l the changes.. And we can make change .our 
f r i e n d i f we know t h a t we are grounded. That i s what your f a i t h i s 
about.—Bu-t-JL't_is also now what our c i t i z e n s h i p must be more about. 



I note that there are f many voices • from a l l sectors '-preaching •..•t6"-̂ :"-;; 

us today about the decline i n our values. I n a way I welcome thettf a l l . • 
And whether they a r e - t r a d i t i o n a l l y our a l l i e s or our adversaries, we 
should l i s t e n f o r t h e . t r u t h of t h e i r words; and i f they are true, we 
should heed them. (Applause.) - • ..•v'-;'r'::?:'H/-̂  •• 

On the other hand, I would issue two cautionary notes: We 
should not l e t the voices of despair make our i n s e c u r i t i e s even deeper. 
That i s wrong. (Applause.) That i s wrong. There have always been 
problems i n every society and there w i l l be u n t i l the end of time. That 
i s the lesson of the Scripture. So f o r a l l the people who t r y t o use 
the d i f f i c u l t i e s of the moment to dampen the energies of Americans, to 
defeat our s p i r i t s -- I say, that i s wrong. The Scripture says, l e t us 
not grow weary i n well-doing, f o r i n - - - we sh a l l reap i f we do not lose 
heart. (Applause.) 

The darkness of every storm provides a new chance f o r renewal --
every storm. And so does t h i s one. So to a l l those who preach that we 
need t o return to the values of our f a i t h , I say, we do. But the real 
issue i s , what are we going to do about i t ? Not what are we going to 
say about i t , but what are we going to do about i t ? The saying i s 
important, f o r we, i n words, come to visualize the.future. And we need 
the v i s i o n so that we do not perish. But we must act on the v i s i o n . 
And that's where a l l the problems come. 

j 

You know the old story about the preacher who was preaching his 
best on Sunday morning and thought he had f i n a l l y reached everybody i n 
the service? And he said, I want everybody who wants t o go to heaven to 
stand up r i g h t now, and everybody i n the whole church stood up except 
Sister Jones who had not missed a day of church i n 40 years. And he was 
c r e s t f a l l e n . I t broke a l l his concentration. He stopped the sermon. 

He said, "Sister Jones, you have not missed a sermon i n 40 
years. Do you mean to t e l l me you do not want to go to heaven when you 
die?" And she popped r i g h t up and she said, "Oh, I'm sorry, preacher, I 
thought you were t r y i n g to get up a load to go r i g h t now." (Laughter.) 

Now that's a big problem, i s n ' t i t ? We a l l want to do i t 
somewhere down the road, but i f we have to do something r i g h t now, well 
that's something we better think about. (Laughter.) So the challenge 
i s , what are we going to do r i g h t now? Not l a t e r , but now. Right now. 
(Applause.) 

I say t h i s t o the people who always say the glass i s half empty, 
always being pessimistic, always being negative. They have i t easy. 
That l e t s you out of any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y at a l l . You adopt a 
pessimistic, negative a t t i t u d e . .You be cynical. I t j u s t relieves you 



of any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for,.doing because then doing doesn't matter. ' 
Right? (Applause.) - ' w , ~, - , 

A l l I can t e l l you i s , there would be no f r e e American s i t t i n g 
i n t h i s place today i f the pessimists and the cynics and the negative < 
people had r u l e d t h i s ' c o u n t r y a l l along the way. (Applause.) 

Our o b l i g a t i o n and our power flows out.of two simple lessons I 
was taught about our whole c i v i l i z a t i o n many years ago i n c o l l e g e ; One 
i s t h a t the f u t u r e can be b e t t e r than the present -- not p e r f e c t , but 
b e t t e r . And the second i s t h a t each of us has a personal, moral 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o make i t so. That i s the simple lesson --'(applause) 
- t h a t w i l l get our rhythm back, t h a t w i l l put us back i n harmony, t h a t 
w i l l enable us t o enjoy our progress and s t i l l keep working on the deep 
and profound t h i n g s t h a t are cha l l e n g i n g us and d e a l i n g w i t h the 
u n s e t t l i n g impact of t h i s changing time. 

My " v i s i o n ' i s t h a t w e r ^ t n A l go i n t o the 21st century as ~a country 
f r e e , more prosperous, more u n i t e d -- and more open t o making \ 

change our f r i e n d than we have ever been. " v 

YesT we are beginning t o see r e s u l t s . Yes, the economy i s doing 
b e t t e r . Yes, we are seeing more f a i r n e s s as w e l l as more progress. We 
d i d r a i s e taxes on the w e a l t h i e s t one and a h a l f percent of Americans t o 
b r i n g the d e f i c i t down, but we also gave tax cuts t o 15 m i l l i o n working 
f a m i l i e s j u s t above the .poverty l i n e t o say, you got o f f w e l f a r e , you're 
working, we're going t o reward you being a parent and a worker. We d i d 
t h a t . We are making progress. (Applause.) > 

We got 180., 000 more k i d s i n Head S t a r t . We're going t o immunize 
a couple of m i l l i o n more c h i l d r e n so t h a t by 1996 a l l the k i d s two years 
of age and less l i k e Jvhts 1 itrfe^-e k i d here, w i j j l ^ have t h e i r shots .y^We7 As 
doing more t o provide j o b t r a i n i n g f o r people who^lose t-hexr-joSs, and 
we^rrfade 20 m i l l i o n Americans e l i g i b l e t o refinance t h e i r c o l l e g e loans^^^ 
idt lower inteTi arH =-rni1'pri w i t h a longer repayment terms. These t h i n g ^ - ^ r e 
^Qpoj^Lagfeg^-1- T l j c j ^ j n a t t e r . _(Applause .1 

Work -- the d i g n i t y of work i s c e n t r a l t o our a b i l i t y t o b u i f 
f u t u r e . The second t h i n g we have t o do i s not j u s t t a l k about how we 
need stronger f a m i l i e B ^ hut t h i n k ahnut what I can do and you can do 
nnkr^-VTrm^trongrr-—"T&pplause.) 

i - — — — . — 

We .didn't cut taxes f o r those 15 m i l l i o n working f a m i l i e s f o r 
j u s t p o l i t i c a l reasons. We d i d i t because people have got t o be able 
t o succeed today as workers and as parents.- And i f we want people t o 
work and parents, we have t o reward work. That's why the Family and 
Medical Leave Act was so important. How can you say you want people t o 
be good f a m i l y members and then f i r e them i f they have t o take a l i t t l e 
time o f f t o have a baby or take care of s i c k parent? (Applause.) 



y * 0 f Q w p & ^ ; : $ - : There's a b i l l i n the Congress I r e a l l y b e l i e v e i n , sponsored by 
•̂ •'̂  t o make i t p o s s i b l e f o r 
• people t o adopt c h i l d r e n across r a c i a l l i n e s i f nobody else i s there 

wanting t o adopt the c h i l d r e n . (Applause.T Don't leave k i d s i n the 
limbo of f o s t e r care-for.years and,years and years. Give them a chance 

- t o do i t . .v •• 

The t h i r d t h i n g we have t o do i s t o make our communities 
stronger. We have t o act as i f we be l i e v e what we t a l k about a l l the 
time, t h a t We're a l l i n t h i s together. The Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development i s here today. Henry Cisneros has done more t o come 
up w i t b a program t o end homelessness than anybody i n the l a s t 10 years. 
We've been t a l k i n g about i t . He's t r y i n g t o do something about i t . I t 
makes us stronger as a community. 

The welfare reform b i l l i s about community --empowering 
everybody t o p a r t i c i p a t e . The e n t e r p r i s e zones are about g i v i n g poor 
communities the i n c e n t i v e t o draw c a p i t a l t o put people t o work. These 
t h i n g s w i l l make our communities stronger. 

And the crime b i l l was about communities. Because i f your 
s t r e e t s aren't safe, i f your schools aren't safe, i f people don't f e e l 
secure> i t ' s hard t o c a l l them t o higher c i t i z e n s h i p . What d i d Edwin 
Ev e r e t t say -- i f you've got the r i g h t t o vote but you're scared t o go 
to the p o l l i n g place, i t ' s hard t o t a l k about c i t i z e n s h i p . That's why 
i t was important. ' 

We're also t r y i n g t o change the way government works, reforming 
the way we finance, our campaigns and t r y t o a t l e a s t t e l l you what the 
l o b b y i s t s are doing i n Washington w i t h new.disclosure requirements, a 
b i l l t h a t would make Congress l i v e under a l l the laws i t imposes on, you. 
That's not a bad idea, I t h i n k . (Applause.) These t h i n g s are 
important. 

We're t r y i n g t o prove something t h a t I always b e l i e v e -- t h a t 
you can have d i v e r s i t y and excellence at the same time. Look at our 
Cabinet: Five A f r i c a n Americans, more than twice as many as ever 
served. (Applause.) F i f t e e n percent of a l l appointments, more than 
twice as many appointments t o the f e d e r a l courts as the l a s t three 
presidents combined are A f r i c a n Americans. (Applause.) 

But what r e a l l y ought t o make you clap i s t h a t these judges have 
the highest percentage of w e l l - q u a l i f i e d r a t i n g s by the American Bar 

• A s s o c i a t i o n since they have been g i v i n g out the r a t i n g s . They're not 
j u s t from d i f f e r e n t r a c i a l groups and men and women; they're w e l l 
q u a l i f i e d . (Applause.) 

So there are t h i n g s t h a t government^ can do. This crime b i l l I 



•̂v want t o t a l k about because i t runs i n t o the question of harmony. There 
^*vaire a l o t o f 'things the government can't do. There are t h i n g s the 

government can do, and i t ' s s t i l l not enough. I know t h a t crime b i l l 
: wasn't p e r f e c t . And-I know i t imposed great, great challenges f o r the 

A f r i c a n American members of Congress and f o r many people and r e l i g i o u s 
. f a i t h s because i t contains c a p i t a l , punish p r o v i s i o n s . And many people 
oppose c a p i t a l punishment f o r everyone, and many others say t h a t A f r i c a n 
Americans are more l i k e l y t o get the penalty, because poor f o l k s are 
m o r e . l i k e l y than non-poor f o l k s t o be convicted and sentenced t o death. 

. A I know t h a t there are those who say t h a t when we b u i l d more 
pri s o n s and make sentences f o r , r e p e a t offenders longer and tougher, t h a t 
w i l l have a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e impact on the A f r i c a n American community. 
But t o t h a t , I say t h i s : Every time you look at the evening news, 
there's another f u n e r a l . And there's a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e number of black 
k i d s l y i n g i n those pine boxes, too. (Applause.) And t h a t ' s wrong. 
That's what's r e a l l y wrong. And we have got t o f i n d a way, imperfect 
though i t i s , t o get a l l the Americans together, w i t h a l l t h e i r 
d i f f e r e n t perspectives, and move forward on t h i s issue because i f people 
are not safe, we're i n t r o u b l e . And i f we put the 100,000 p o l i c e on the 
s t r e e t and do i t r i g h t , t h e y ' l l prevent crime, not j u s t catch c r i m i n a l s . 
(Applause.) 

I f we get these assault weapons o f f the s t r e e t --and i t ' s now 
i l l e g a l f o r k i d s t o own ihandguns -- i f we s t a r t e n f o r c i n g t h a t law, and 
i f we do something w i t h t h a t p r e v e n t i o n money, i f we give these k i d s 
something t o say yes t o , i f we,do something w i t h the j o b money, w i t h the 
job t r a i n i n g money, w i t h the drug treatment money, w i t h the r e c r e a t i o n 
money, i f we give people at t h a t time of t h e i r l i v e s when they've got 
a l l t h i s energy some c o n s t r u c t i v e o u t l e t f o r i t , i t " w i l l make a 
d i f f e r e n c e . (Applause.) 

But i f you r e a l l y want i t , t o lower the crime r a t e , reduce 
v i o l e n c e , and save more k i d s ' l i v e s , a l l the work i s s t i l l t o be done. 
A l l the work i s s t i l l t o be done. And i t ' s l i k e asking S i s t e r Jones t o 
go t o heaven -- we've got t o do t h i s r i g h t now. We have t o -- i f we 
be l i e v e there i s a c r i s i s of the s p i r i t , a c r i s i s of values i n t h i s 
country, we have t o do something about i t r i g h t now. (Applause.) And 
we've got t o do i t where we l i v e . 

I would l i k e t o suggest j u s t f o u r simple t h i n g s t h a t go beyond 
government programs. And you know them a l l , and many of you are doing 
them a l l . But every American can make a c o n t r i b u t i o n . We are r a i s i n g a 
whole generation of k i d s who aren't sure they're the most-important 
person i n the world t o anybody. (Applause.) 

Now, consider t h i s : Today, about 40 percent of a l l c h i l d r e n are 
born i n the homes where there was never a marriage. Twenty-seven 



percent of a l l pregnancies end i n a b o r t i o n . I don't.care what your-
- p o s i t i o n i s , whether you're pro-choice or a n t i ; t h a t ' s too many. That's 
not about serious h e a l t h problems or emotional problems. 

''.. ' 
- So when the miracle of conception occurs, less than h a l f o f 
those miracles wind up being babies born i n t o homes where there's a 
mother and a f a t h e r and where the ki d ' s got a better-than-even chance of 
having the l i f e t h a t most of us have, or we wouldn't be here i n our 
n e c k t i e s and nice dresses today. Now, t h a t ' s j u s t a f a c t . 

Dr. King once said, "Whom we wish t o change, we must f i r s t 
l o v e . " (Applause.) And I know not everybody i s going t o be i n a 
s t a b l e , t r a d i t i o n a l f a m i l y l i k e you see i n one of those 1950 sitcoms, 
but we'd be b e t t e r o f f i f more people were. I was r a i s e d by a wonderful 
mother who worked, who cared f o r me, who was a widow when I was born, 
went through a d i f f i c u l t marriage. And at l e a s t every now and then I 
f i n d somebody who t h i n k s I turned out a l l r i g h t . (Applause.) 

So i t can happen, but we have t o say, who i s going t o care f o r 
these c h i l d r e n ? 

I n every s i n g l e study t h a t ' s ever been done of 
young people who d i d w e l l against a l l the odds w i t h 
t e r r i b l e circumstances and a l l the things t h a t could have 
gone wrong, i t i s always, always, always the case t h a t 
they had a r e l a t i o n s h i p 'with somebody who cared about 
them. Somebody. (Applause.) 

I don't t h i n k we ought t o give up on f a m i l i e s . 
Yesterday I met w i t h a number of m i n i s t e r s and one f r i e n d 
of mine who pastors a massive church i n the Washington 
area, an A f r i c a n American church, has made the mission of 
h i s church the r e b u i l d i n g of the f a m i l y . Over 40 percent 
of the members are male, and he l e f t our breakfast t o go 
.back t o meet w i t h 150 couples who had s p l i t up or never 
married. Some of them were divorced. Sometimes people 
had flown i n from thousands of miles away. He was t r y i n g 
t o get them back together f o r the c h i l d r e n ' s sake and 
because i t was the r i g h t t h i n g t o do. We need t o do more 
of t h a t . (Applause.) 

But he's not j u s t t a l k i n g about i t , he's doing 
something. I f t h a t ' s not an o p t i o n , then somebody's got 
t o love these c h i l d r e n . When I was i n Des Moines, Iowa, 
i n the campaign, I saw a white lady hol d i n g an A f r i c a n 
American baby t h a t had AIDS. She was from Iowa. The k i d 
was from Miami. She had been abandoned by her husband. 
She had two c h i l d r e n of her own. She was l i v i n g i n an 
apartment house, working at a meager j o b . She thought i t 



was God's w i l l t h a t she take a c h i l d who was s i c k and -
abandoned. And she d i d i t . I f she could do i t , a l o t of 
the r e s t of us should as w e l l . (Applause.) 

Someone has got t o care f o r these c h i l d r e n . 
I've heard Reverend Jackson t a l k about t h i s . I - t h i n k 
about i t a l l the time as my daughter grows up. We have t o 
f i n d i n f a m i l i e s where the mother i s doing a l l the work 
and there needs t o be somebody outside the f a m i l y , a male 
f i g u r e , who can at l e a s t r e l a t e t o c h i l d r e n , who can say 
t h i n g s l i k e , what are you reading and how are you doing i n 
cl a s s . This i s r i g h t and t h i s i s wrong. I ' d l i k e t o see 
your r e p o r t card. What do you want t o do f i v e years from 
now? (Applause.) 

You know, how many c h i l d r e n do we know -- how 
many c h i l d r e n , how many of these k i d s t h a t are shooting 
one another never t h i n k about f i v e years from now? The 
f u t u r e t o them i s f i v e minutes from now. Why i s that? 
Because no one i s asking them about i t . Where there i s no 
v i s i o n , people p e r i s h . They cannot v i s u a l i z e f i v e years 
from now. (Applause.) So t h a t ' s the f i r s t t h i n g . 

The second t h i n g we've got t o do i s help these 
k i d s at l e a s t grow up without f e a r -- which means we've 
got t o keep them from g e t t i n g shot and stop them from 
shooting. And laws can help, and policemen can help, but 
every two hours i n t h i s county another k i d under the age 
of 19 dies from g u n f i r e . A-nine-year o l d boy wrote me 
from t h i s c i t y r i g h t here i n New Orleans and s a i d , please 
do something about t h i s . I'm a f r a i d I could get k i l l e d . 
And on Mother's Day, a month a f t e r he wrote me., he got 
k i l l e d j u s t walking home from school. 

Now, there are t h i n g s people can do i n t h e i r 
neighborhoods t o stop t h i s . We are g i v i n g you more t o o l s 
i n terms of the laws and the p o l i c e , but we've got t o have 
help. Schools can be made safer. Walking routes can be 
made safer. Use the Crime B i l l funds. The churches are 
e l i g i b l e t o p a r t i c i p a t e -- and give k i d s something t o do 
a f t e r school t o get them o f f the s t r e e t where they can be 
i n r e c r e a t i o n . (Applause.) I got so t i r e d when we were 
debating-that Crime B i l l hearing people badmouth Midnight 
B a s k e t b a l l . I ' d a l o t rather'have somebody shooting hoops 
than shooting b u l l e t s . (Applause.) But you have t o make 
t h a t work. 

The t h i r d t h i n g I would say i s , we have t o be 
more honest. Sometimes i t i s almost embarrassing, I know, 



;.':yo 

but we've got t o be more honest w i t h our young people i n .v.s-'/ . ' ; 
teaching them t o respect themselves• -- t h e i r bodies, t h e i r ' : . ./ 
souls and t h e i r f u t u r e s . . (Applause.) ..••>" • , ; : 

And we always t a l k about how i r r e s p o n s i b l e i t 
i s f o r young men t o f a t h e r these c h i l d r e n and run o f f , but 
we've got t o get more young women t o make a d i f f e r e n t 
choice i n l i f e too. We have simply got t o f i n d a way t o 
deal w i t h t h i s . . 

T h i r t y years ago one of 40 white b i r t h s was out 
of wedlock, now i t ' s one i n f i v e . T h i r t y years ago, one 
i n f i v e A f r i c a n American b i r t h s was out of wedlock, now, 
over h a l f . But the white out-of-wedlock b i r t h r a t e i s 
growing much f a s t e r than the A f r i c a n American r a t e . So, 
we are going t o have equal o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a l l before you 
know i t . (Laughter.) 

You're laughing t o keep from c r y i n g , but i t ' s 
not funny; i s i t ? We're going t o see a merger of t h i s . 
No more race d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ; more than h a l f of everybody's 
babies w i l l be born where there was never a marriage. 
That i s a d i s a s t e r . I t i s wrong. And someone has t o say, 
again, i t i s simply not r i g h t . You shouldn't"have a baby 
before you're ready, and you shouldn't have a baby when 
you're not married. You j u s t have t o stop i t . We've got 
to t u r n i t ' a r o u n d . 

Now I want t o make i t c l e a r we shouldn't 
s t i g m a t i z e these babies and when they're born we should t o 
take Care of thenu. We ought t o love the babies. We ought 
t o love the parents. We ought t o gi v e them the best 
f u t u r e we can, but we have t o t e l l people, look a t the 
f a c t s : Look at what happens t o people. Look at t h e i r 
incomes, t h e i r education l e v e l s , t h e i r f u t u r e . We've got 
t o get people out of t h i n k i n g t h a t the f u t u r e i s f i v e 
minutes away and r e a l i z e i t i s f i v e years or ten years or 
twenty years away. And you have t o do t h a t . 

I ' l l t r y t o do my p a r t , but t h i s i s not a 
government deal. This i s the way people are behaving, as 
i f there was no respect f o r themselves and no f u t u r e . We 
have t o stop. 

F i n a l l y , l e t me say, I ask you t o help lead us 
i n b r i n g i n g back an e t h i c of se r v i c e t o t h i s n a t i o n . 
We're going t o k i c k o f f our N a t i o n a l Service Program on 
Monday which w i l l , t h i s year, i n v o l v e 20,000 young 
Americans i n serv i n g t h e i r community, many of them i n 



church groups. The Congress of N a t i o n a l Black Churches i s 
an a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t i n n a t i o n a l s e r v i c e . We want k i d s 
working w i t h churches t o solve a l o t of these problems and 
earning c r e d i t f o r t h e i r c o l l e g e education. Year a f t e r : 
next w e ' l l have 100,000 yourtg people. You can put them t o 
work. When people are s e r v i n g one another, when th e y ' r e , 
a c t i n g as r o l e models,they'11 be b e t t e r people themselves. 
And you can do t h a t . 

A l l these t h i n g s you can do -- help our k i d s be 
s a f e r , help make sure every c h i l d i s loved by somebody and 
d i s c i p l i n e d by somebody and cared f o r by somebody. And 
help our k i d s change t h i s c u l t u r e which i s ending f a m i l y 
l i f e and childhood as we know i t and b r i n g us back t o the 
s p i r i t of s e r v i c e . 

F i n a l l y , l e t me say t h i s : I came here t o say 
t h i s because I don't b e l i e v e i n preaching at people. I 
b e l i e v e you are the heroes of t h i s whole t h i n g . A l o t of 
you have been out there l i k e the l i t t l e Dutch Boy w i t h 
your thumb i n the dike against a l l these forces f o r years. 
A l o t of you have been doing these t h i n g s . A l o t of you 
have run the day care centers and run the r e c r e a t i o n 
programs and run the p r i s o n m i n i s t r i e s and counseled the 
young people. You have done t h i s . But America now knows 
t h a t we must'-alir^do^ 

So I say, I honor you. I honor the membersNof 
your church t h a t get up and go t o work every day and 
ffo l l o w the law and pay t h e i r taxes and do t h e i r best t o 
raise t h e i r kids.. And l e t us say f o r the record since a l ! 

i r i c a i s watching t h i s , most of the members of your 
chur:ch-siQ-£X3Ctly_tha.t. ̂ T h e y p l a y by the r u l e s , and they 
work hard and they do thei?~ibest~:"~~(App.la_use^)--~ 

But l e t ' s not k i d each other, f o l k s . I'm going 
t o go back t o Washington.' And I ' l l keep t r y i n g t o create 
jobs. And w e ' l l do a good jo b of t h a t . And w e ' l l open 
America t o the world. I ' l l keep working f o r peace and 
freedom around the world. I ' l l keep working f o r b e t t e r 
education and t r a i n i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s . I ' l l keep t r y i n g t o 
solve t h i s t e r r i b l e r i d d l e o f why we can't get jobs i n the 
inner c i t y and poor r u r a l areas. And w e ' l l t r y t o f i n d 
ways t o do t h a t . 

But i n the end, i f we're going t o get the 
rhythm r i g h t , i f we're going t o enjoy the progress we're 
making, even i n an imperfect world, we have t o get the 
bedrock r i g h t . We have t o know t h a t the s p i r i t t h a t we 



b e l i e v e i n i s r i f l i n g through t h i s country and i s going t o 
.work. 

You know, Paul - - S t . Paul -- was not 
Timothy's f a t h e r , but/he was h i s s p i r i t u a l f a t h e r . And he 
sa i d , when I c a l l t o - .remembrance the unfeigned^ f a i t h t h a t 
i s i n thee, I put thee i n remembrance t h a t thou s t i r up 
the g i f t of God which i s i n thee. I b e l i e v e and you 
b e l i e v e t h a t every c h i l d has a g i f t of God w i t h i n them. 
When the g i f t d i e s , i t i s our s i n as w e l l as t h e i r s , and 
our l o s s as w e l l as t h e i r s . 

So l e t us leave here resolved t o s t i r up the 
g i f t of God t h a t i s w i t h i n us and do those t h i n g s t h a t 
w i l l enable us t o go forward w i t h j o y and confidence t o 
make the f u t u r e what i t ought t o be. 

Thank you and God bless you a l l . 

END12:52 P.M. CDT 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, John. I'm t r y i n g 
t o f i x t h i s l e c t e r n , i f you're wondering what I'm doing up here. I'm 
proving t h a t I don't have s u f f i c i e n t mechanical s k i l l s . (Laughter.) 

I want t o thank John f o r h i s leadership as the chairman 
of t h i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d group, and welcome the incoming c h a i r , John 
Snow, w i t h whom I j u s t shared a few words about some of our common 
i n t e r e s t s i n Europe. I ' d also l i k e t o say a s p e c i a l word of 
appr e c i a t i o n f o r two of your members f o r working on issues t h a t we 
share a common concern about -- Joe Gorman, who's c h a i r i n g your 
session on education; and Larry Perlman, who's c h a i r i n g the work 
force development s e c t i o n and discussing the reemployment act t h a t 
he's hel p i n g us t o work on and about which I wish t o t a l k today. 

I want t o thank the Business Roundtable f o r sharing a 
b e l i e f w i t h me and w i t h our a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t h a t we have t o move 
aggressively t o embrace the challenges of the g l o b a l economy. That, 
a f t e r a l l , i s why we worked hard on the North American Free Trade 
Agreement and why we are working together t o pass the GATT agreement. 

I also want t o thank you f o r our common understanding of 
a simple but powerful t r u t h , which i s t h a t even as we lower b a r r i e r s 
t o trade around the world, we must work hard t o l i f t our people up 
here at home so t h a t they can compete and win and c a r r y on t h e i r work 
and b u i l d t h e i r l i v e s . I n v e s t i n g i n our people's God-given p o t e n t i a l 
i s good economics. You know t h a t , and I do. I t pays o f f i n higher 
p r o d u c t i v i t y , more incomes, a competitive edge f o r our companies and 
our country i n the g l o b a l marketplace. 

We t a l k about t h i s a l l the time i n the White House. I 
know t h a t -- I see our --my Chief of S t a f f , Mr. McLarty, and our 
Economic Advisor, Mr. Rubin; the Deputy Treasury Secretary, Mr. 
Altman, i s here. There may be others here from the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
These are t h i n g s t h a t we say a l l the time i n our meetings. 

I appreciate the work t h a t you d i d i n helping us t o pass 
the Goals 2000 l e g i s l a t i o n , one of the most important education 
reforms i n a generation i n t h i s country. When we work together we 
can do t h i n g s t h a t help America prepare f o r the f u t u r e . 

I t h i n k today i s an e s p e c i a l l y appropriate day f o r me t o 
be here, speaking w i t h you about how we can b e t t e r prepare our 
country f o r change. F i f t y years ago tomorrow, as the A l l i e d armies 



advanced from the beaches of Normandy, President Roosevelt signed a 
b i l l that was c a l l e d the Serviceman's Readjustment Act, better known 
as the G.I B i l l of Rights. Just as D-Day was the greatest m i l i t a r y 
action i n history, the G.I. B i l l arguably was the greatest investment 
in our people i n American history. I t s legacy i s the world's largest 
middle c l a s s , the world's strongest economy. It s ^ l e s s p n i s , i n large 
measure, the mission of our administration: I f you give people a 
chance to help themselves, t h e y ' l l do i t , and t h e y ' l l do -
extraordinary"things. 

Before World War I I , our country often f a i l e d to prepare 
returning veterans a f t e r wars. We gave them pensions and bonuses, 
but they had nothing l e f t to build th e i r future with. That's why 
jobless and despairing veterans of World War I actually marched on 
Washington i n 1932; why President Roosevelt declared that the G.I. 
b i l l -- quote -- "gave emphatic notice to the men and women of our 
Armed Forces that the American people do not intend to l e t them 
down." 

We know why the G.I. B i l l didn't l e t them down: f i t 
r e l i e d on- Ameriean values of work and responsibility. I t offered a, 
han^up^^net^ai'^haihdout. The veterans of World War I , by contrast, 
got a handout. To be sure, one they earned and one the country was 
grateful for, but they got cash and a t r a i n t i c k e t home. But the 
veterans of World War I I got a t i c k e t to the future instead. 

UnGl^Sam^helped them to go to college, to get job 
training, to finance homes and businesses of t h e i r own. But it""Wasa 
up to them to seize the opportunities. They did, and a l l of us are -
the better. 

The G.I. B i l l helped eight million returning veterans 
begin that journey. They flooded colleges and trade school --
450,000 veterans became engineers; 360,000 became school teachers; 
240,000 became accountants; 180,000 became doctors and nurses; 
150,000 became s c i e n t i s t s . Millions more bought homes or b u i l t 
businesses. Maybe some of them are among you who invited me here to 
be with you today. 

We r e a l l y can't even begin to calculate how much our 
nation was enriched by the G.I. B i l l -- how many communities sprung 
up, how many companies prospered, how many families earned t h e i r 
share of the American Dream. This much we do know: Together a l l 
those people b u i l t the American middle c l a s s that has been the 
bulwark of our prosperity since World War I I . 

F i f t y years after the signing of the G.I. B i l l , the 
world's changed a l o t . Our economy has c l e a r l y changed. But what i t 
takes for our people to meet the challenges of today and tomorrow has 
not changed. Now as then, we stand at a pivot point i n history. In 
the f i v e decades between, our country mustered another great 
international commitment -- the commitment to stand strong i n the 
Cold War. That succeeded. Now we see a world economy taking shape 
where investment and information flow rapidly across national 
borders. Competition for jobs and incomes i s international and 
highly intense. And once again, we are being c a l l e d upon to decide 
our future. 

I have a vision, a mission, aWst-rapfgv for how I believe 
a l l t h i s should t a k e ^ p l a c e ^ o w , ^ | ^ ^ m ^ < ; f o r ^ a ^ d ^ i n the 21st 
century; what the partnership between governiffentio^^g^t*to be; what 
the whole atmospherics i n t h i s country, the f^l'-ihg' aBo^^owPlnission 



ought t o be. I must say, i t doesn't s i t very w e l l i n t o the 
established, categories of l e f t and r i g h t and l i b e r a l and conservative 
and Democratic and Republican. And I f e e l f r u s t r a t e d sometimes a t my 
a b i l i t y t o p i e r c e the atmosphere t h a t p r e v a i l s here. 

But i t i s c l e a r t o me t h a t i f we are going t o make a 
fu t u r e t h a t i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h our values, we're going t o have t o do 
i t w i t h a d i f f e r e n t approach. S t i l l , i t has t o be b u i l t on the 
s p i r i t t h a t animated the GI B i l l -- give Americans the chance t o make 
t h e i r own l i v e s i n t h i s fast-changing world so the change can be 
t h e i r f r i e n d s and not t h e i r enemies. 

To do i t we have t o move on many f r o n t s . We have t o 
create an environment where business can create new jobs and new 
growth. We have t o open markets f o r our goods and services, f o r our 
companies and our workers. We have t o i n v e s t i n our people's work 
and s e c u r i t y . 

When I assumed t h i s o f f i c e , the d e f i c i t had been 
increasing e x p o n e n t i a l l y f o r 12 years, trade agreements were s t a l l e d , 
job growth was ag o n i z i n g l y slow, consumer confidence was shaky. We 
were a c t u a l l y f a c i n g the prospect t h a t , f o r the f i r s t time, a 
generation o f Americans would grow up t o a f u t u r e t h a t was more 
l i m i t e d than t h a t which t h e i r parents enjoyed. 

I adopted a s t r a t e g y t o , f i r s t , work on expanding the 
economy and g e t t i n g our own economic house i n order; second, t o make 
government work f o r o r d i n a r y c i t i z e n s and end g r i d l o c k ; t h i r d , t o 
empower people and strengthen communities; and f o u r t h , t o secure our 
r o l e i n the world, defending our fundamental s e c u r i t y i n t e r e s t s , 
expanding our economic i n t e r e s t s , promoting democracy, human r i g h t s , 
and l i m i t i n g the spread of d e s t r u c t i v e chaos a r i s i n g out of e t h n i c 
and other hatreds. 

The atmosphere, f r a n k l y , here has been more h o s t i l e t o 
change than I had imagined i t would be. The American people 
desperately wanted change, but were o f t e n u n w i l l i n g t o l i s t e n t o the 
complex debates and make the d i f f i c u l t decisions t h a t are inherent i n 
i t . And t h i s town s t i l l i s , i n my judgment, too p a r t i s a n , too 
negative, too obsessed w i t h process and c o n f l i c t instead of r e s u l t s 
and progress, too i n t e r e s t e d i n blame and too l i t t l e i n t e r e s t e d i n 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

Nonetheless, we have been able t o put together an 
economic s t r a t e g y f o r p u t t i n g our house i n order, making hard 
decisions t h a t w i l l make i t possible next year, f o r the f i r s t time 
since Truman was President, t o have three years i n a row of d e f i c i t 
r eduction; e l i m i n a t i n g over 100 government programs o u t r i g h t ; c u t t i n g 
200 others; e l i m i n a t i n g -- c u t t i n g domestic d i s c r e t i o n a r y spending. -
- t h a t ' s e v e r y t h i n g besides Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid, 
the other e n t i t l e m e n t s -- c u t t i n g d i s c r e t i o n a r y spending on the 
domestic side, not j u s t defense, f o r the f i r s t time i n 25 years. 

A l l of t h a t w i l l enable us t o reduce the d e f i c i t t hree 
years i n a row f o r the f i r s t time since the Truman presidency. I t 
means we've had t o slash the f e d e r a l government, t o b r i n g more 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n t o the budgeting process. We completed the budget 
by the May 15 deadline f o r two years i n a row f o r the f i r s t time i n 
17 years. 

We are making progress. We've adopted a very aggressive 
a t t i t u d e on tr a d e , which you've been a p a r t of, as a l l of you know: 



NAFTA, GATT, the APEC meetings -- I'm going t o second one i n 
Indonesia t h i s f a l l -- a hemispheric summit at the end of the year 
w i t h a l l the leaders of the L a t i n American democracies. And 33 o f 
the 35 c o u n t r i e s i n L a t i n America, along w i t h the United States, are 
now headed by e l e c t e d governmental o f f i c i a l s . 

We've now got the f i r s t investment-led, l o w - i n f l a t i o n -
based economic recovery since the e a r l y 1960s. I n a d d i t i o n t o t h a t , 
we have worked hard t o make government work. With the r e i n v e n t i n g 
government program t h a t the Vice President has spearheaded, a t the 
end of f i v e years, we w i l l have a f e d e r a l bureaucracy t h a t has 
250,000 fewer f e d e r a l employees and i s under two m i l l i o n i n c i v i l i a n 
workers f o r the f i r s t time since the Kennedy presidency. 

We have f e d e r a l agencies t h a t are working again i n 
fundamental ways t o engage the business community i n the growth o f 
the economy a l l around the world. The Export-Import Bank -- I see 
Mr. Brody over t h e r e . I don't know how many businessmen have come up 
to me and sai d , f o r the f i r s t time i n my l i f e — I t r a v e l overseas 
and I see the State Department and the Commerce Department a c t u a l l y 
working together t r y i n g t o promote American business i n t e r e s t s . And 
I appreciate i t . 

The Small Business A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has been v i r t u a l l y 
r e v o l u t i o n i z e d i n the way i t works w i t h small businesses. You can 
now apply f o r a loan on a one-page form. People t a l k t o me 
everywhere I go i n America about the emergency management agency, 
FEMA, of the f e d e r a l government, saying i t f i n a l l y has become the 
shining l i g h t of what a government ought t o be when people are i n 
t r o u b l e i n s t e a d of j u s t i n pain i n the neck t h a t has t o be d e a l t 
w i t h . We are t r y i n g t o make government work. 

The Congress has before i t major campaign finance reform 
and lobby reform l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t has passed both Houses of the 
Congress, a w a i t i n g now a conference t h a t w i l l i r o n out the 
d i f f e r e n c e s and send t h a t t o me f o r signature. 

Maybe most important of a l l , i n s p i t e of ev e r y t h i n g , 
g r i d l o c k i s being d e a l t w i t h . Last year, the Congress passed the 
Brady B i l l and the Family Leave B i l l a f t e r seven years of g r i d l o c k . 
We got agreement among the great nations on GATT a f t e r seven years o f 
debate. 

This year the Congress i s going t o pass a crime b i l l 
a f t e r s i x years of g r i d l o c k -- one t h a t w i l l be the most sweeping 
anticrime l e g i s l a t i o n ever adopted by the Congress -- 100,000 more 
po l i c e o f f i c e r s on our s t r e e t s , tougher punishment, i n n o v a t i v e 
prevention programs, a ban on assault weapons t h a t people s a i d could 
never be passed over the o p p o s i t i o n of the NRA. 

And a t the end of l a s t year, according t o nonpartisan 
sources, we had the best f i r s t year i n working w i t h Congress of any 
presidency since the end of World War I I , except the Eisenhower f i r s t 
year and President Johnson's f i r s t year, which were about the same. 
And i f I may be f o r g i v e n a l i t t l e b i t of bragging r i g h t s , I t h i n k the 
things we t r i e d t o do i n the atmosphere i n which we t r i e d t o do them 
were f a r more d i f f i c u l t . 

So we are t r y i n g t o make government work. I say t h a t t o 
say t h a t , yes, th e r e have been some good r e s u l t s . And a l o t of them 
are because you d i d a l o t of work i n the 1980s and the e a r l y '90s t o 
become more pr o d u c t i v e and t o be more competitive. And i n the f i r s t 



16 months of t h i s administration, over three million new jobs i n the 
private sector came into t h i s economy -- two-and-a-half time as many 
than i n the previous four years alone. We had the f i r s t quarter of 
this year, the f i r s t time i n well over a decade, when there was no 
bank f a i l u r e i n a quarter. There were more incorporations of new 
businesses than at any time since World War I I i n 1993. 

But I w i l l say again, we can do these things, and unless 
we also empower our people, to deal with the challenges of the?*global 
ecohoinyf^s^e 1 did with the G.I. B i l l , we're going ^ f i a v e f a tough 
timeT*" 

With your help and support, a l o t of things have already 
been done. A bigger and better Hlad StaPrt program w i l l improve the 
quality of the program and serve 40,000 more children t h i s year and 
90,000 more children next year than were being served previously. 
Goals 2000 w i l l l i n k grass-roots reform with world-class standards 
for our public schools -- the f i r s t time we have ever had any 
national standards for achievement. 

The School-to-Work Opportunities Act w i l l help high 
school students learn r e a l s k i l l s and provide America with better 
trained, higher-skilled workers. Student loan reforms, which the 
Secretary of Education, who's here, has done so much to administer, 
w i l l make i t possible for 20 million American students to repay t h e i r 
loans -- some $50 b i l l i o n of them -- on more favorable terms and make 
i t possible for students i n the future to borrow money to go to 
college at lower i n t e r e s t rates and better repayment terms. But i t 
w i l l make i t harder for them to avoid paying t h e i r b i l l s . 

These things are very hopeful signs. The National* 
Service Program, Americorps, w i l l make i t possible for 20,000 young 
people to serve t h e i r country at the grass-roots l e v e l and earn money 
to go to college t h i s year; the year after next, 100,000 young 
Americans doing that. The Peace Corps i n i t ' s largest year had 
16,000 Americans serving. This National Service Program l i t e r a l l y 
has the potential to change the way our young people think about 
themselves, t h e i r country and thei r role as c i t i z e n s . 

So many of you have helped us on a l l these issues. And 
this summer, we're going to have two or three more things I want to 
ask you to help us on. F i r s t of a l l , as I go to the G-7 conference, 
there w i l l be a l o t of discussion about GATT. Everybody that I know 
sort of tre a t s GATT as i f i t ' s already done. But as you know, the 
Congress has not yet passed the enabling l e g i s l a t i o n . I w i l l submit 
that l e g i s l a t i o n implementing the agreement t h i s summer. We have 
worked very, very hard on meeting the s t r i c t budget rules to find a 
way to pay for GATT. You and I know GATT w i l l make the government 
money, but under our budget rules, we have to pretend that i t ' s going 
to cost us money because we're getting r i d of t a r i f f s . 

I want to urge you i n the strongest possible terms, do 
everything you can to persuade the Congress to give t h i s high 
prior i t y , to pass i t with as l i t t l e controversy and as l i t t l e delay 
as possible and to move on i t t h i s year. Only the United States of 
a l l our trading partners has to go through the budget hoops we do to 
pass GATT. A l l of our trading partners look at me and say, you're 
the person that got us a l l together and made us do t h i s l a s t year; 
how can you not r a t i f y i t ? We need your help, and we must do i t t h i s 
year, not next year. 

Secondly, I ask for your help to pass the r^^pi-oymerft 



act which w i l l change the whole way our unemployment system works. 
I t w i l l t u r n a b e w i l d e r i n g array of t r a i n i n g programs i n t o a system 
where workers who lose t h e i r jobs can present themselves a t a one-
stop s e r v i c e center, and get the guidance, the t r a i n i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
and the i n f o r m a t i o n they need f o r r e a l jobs i n the p r i v a t e sector. 
The boards t h a t supervise these programs w i l l be c o n t r o l l e d by people 
who know most about the o p p o r t u n i t i e s , the p r i v a t e sector. And I 
want Congress t o enact t h a t t h i s year. This i s very, very important. 

The average person does not go back t o the j o b from 
which he or she i s l a i d o f f , but the unemployment system i s s t i l l 
b u i l t on the premise t h a t they do. The consequence of t h a t i s t h a t 
employers pay too much i n unemployment f o r people t o j u s t hang around 
on the system i n s t e a d of prepared t o take new jobs and employees 
spend too much time doing j u s t t h a t instead of moving more q u i c k l y 
i n t o a new economy. We can change t h i s , but we need t o do i t t h i s 
year. 

Let me f i n a l l y say t h a t , on t h i s issue, a l o t of you 
have expressed support t o me personally f o r the welfare reform 
e f f o r t s , whether t h a t can pass t h i s year or not depends upon how much 
f i r e i t catches i n Congress and how much controversy we can avoid i n 
how t o fund i t . But we have t o change the c u l t u r e of w e l f a r e . And 
t h i s program t h a t I have presented t o Congress, along w i t h the others 
t h a t have been presented, go r i g h t at the heart of parents who don't 
pay c h i l d support they owe, t o the heart of the teen pregnancy 
problem, t o the heart o f r e q u i r i n g people t o work once they have the 
s k i l l s t o do so. And I hope you w i l l continue t o support, t h a t . 

Now, despite a l l these e f f o r t s , I have t o t e l l you t h a t 
I do not b e l i e v e t h a t the American people, as i n d i v i d u a l s , w i l l be 
able t o embrace the changes of the g l o b a l economy, and successful 
workers, unless and u n t i l we address the h e a l t h care c r i s i s . 

This goes t o the heart of our debate on a l l of the other 
things i n the s t r a t e g y I o u t l i n e d . I t goes t o the heart of whether 
we can get our own economic house i n order, i t goes t o the heart of 
whether we can make government work from ordinary people, i t goes t o 
the heart of whether we can empower people t o view change as a f r i e n d 
instead of an enemy. Unless we can provide coverage f o r every 
American i n a reform system which focuses on both q u a l i t y and c o n t r o l 
of costs, the d e f i c i t w i l l grow, your costs w i l l continue t o grow and 
undermine p r o d u c t i v i t y , and more and more Americans w i l l lose t h e i r 
coverage or be a t r i s k . 

Let me b r i e f l y discuss t h i s whole t h i n g from my p o i n t of 
view, from your p o i n t of view, and from the American c i t i z e n ' s p o i n t 
of view -- from a worker's p o i n t of view. 

From my p o i n t of view, as the President i n charge of the 
budget, I've worked hard t o get t h i s d e f i c i t down f o r three years i n 
a row f o r the f i r s t time since Truman was President. I have done 
things t h a t people who say they're more conservative than me t a l k 
about but don't do. We're e l i m i n a t i n g over 100 government programs. 
We're c u t t i n g 200 others. We're reducing d i s c r e t i o n a r y spending f o r 
the f i r s t time i n 25 years, and s t i l l w i t h the d i s c i p l i n e t o increase 
investment i n education and new technologies and t r a i n i n g . We have 
reduced defense a l l we can reduce i t . And I t h i n k we are r i g h t a t 
the margin, and we should not reduce i t any more, given the 
challenges we face i n t h i s economy. 

A l o t of you w i l l probably be c a l l e d t o t e s t i f y or t o 



support the work of Senator Kerrey, Senator Danforth and others i n 
t h i s e n t i t l e m e n t s commission, because you know t h a t the only t h i n g 
t h a t i s i n c r e a s i n g our d e f i c i t now i s e n t i t l e m e n t s . Keep i n mind, 
when you s t r i p a l l t h a t away, some of the e n t i t l e m e n t s are going 
down; Soc i a l S e c u r i t y i s going up only w i t h the r a t e of i n f l a t i o n , 
and i s roughly the same percentage of our GDP i t was 20 years ago. 
The only p a r t of the e n t i t l e m e n t s going up much more r a p i d l y than 
i n f l a t i o n are Medicare and Medicaid -- the government's programs f o r 
the e l d e r l y and the poor. 

And I can t e l l you t h a t unless we can b r i n g them i n l i n e 
w i t h i n f l a t i o n , we w i l l be forced t o e i t h e r l e t the d e f i c i t go up 
again, r a i s e taxes more than we should, or cut our investment i n 
p u b l i c investment -- i n t h i n g s you support -- t o a dangerously low 
l e v e l i n a g l o b a l economy. So t h a t ' s what i t looks l i k e from my 
point of view j u s t from a budget perspective. 

From your p o i n t of view, you know already t h a t the 
government does not reimburse Medicare and Medicaid p r o v i d e r s a t 100 
percent of cost, so the costs are being s h i f t e d t o you. The other 
people who are s h i f t i n g costs t o you are businesses and employers who 
do not have h e a l t h insurance but who get h e a l t h care. They are 
s h i f t i n g the cost t o you. 

Now, i f our d e f i c i t goes up, and we have t o b r i n g the 
d e f i c i t down, and we cut Medicare and Medicaid without fundamental 
reform, we're going t o s h i f t more cost t o you. And you w i l l be put 
i n the p o s i t i o n of paying more or covering l e s s . Keep i n mind -- i n 
the l a s t t hree years, three m i l l i o n American workers have l o s t t h e i r 
health insurance. There are three m i l l i o n more Americans w i t h o u t 
health coverage today than there were three years ago. You are also 
paying f o r them i n cost s h i f t i n g . 

So unless we have comprehensive reform, you w i l l be put 
i n the p o s i t i o n of some day coming t o the end of how much you can do 
managing your h e a l t h care costs on your own, which you've done a very 
good jo b o f , almost a l l of you. And you w i l l be f a c i n g the cost 
s h i f t coming a t you from the f e d e r a l government and from the 
increasing numbers of employers who don't provide any coverage. 

Now, the t h i r d and most important t h i n g of a l l -- what 
does t h i s look l i k e i f you're out there working i n t h i s country and 
you hadn't had much of a pay increase i n the l a s t 10 years; but you 
know t h a t your country's becoming more competitive; and you're 
excited about the 21st century; and you know t h a t you're r a i s i n g 
c h i l d r e n who w i l l have t o change jobs e i g h t times i n a l i f e t i m e ? 
What are you going t o do? 

I f you're a man and you have a premature heart a t t a c k , 
or your w i f e gets breast cancer, your k i d develops some strange 
disease, and you have a p r e e x i s t i n g condition? And you're being t o l d 
i t ' s a brave new world out there -- don't worry i f you have t o change 
jobs, j u s t get some new r e t r a i n i n g ; y o u ' l l do f i n e . And then i t 
turns out nobody wants t o h i r e you because you've got a p r e e x i s t i n g 
c o n d i t i o n . 

Oh, I know there are those who say we can j u s t l e g i s l a t e 
these t h i n g s . We'll j u s t l e g i s l a t e the insurance reforms, say you 
can't d i s c r i m i n a t e against anybody, and i t w i l l be f i x e d . Look a t 
the study t h a t many of my adversaries i n the Congress on t h i s issue 
keep c i t i n g -- the Lewin VHI study. They say t h a t a l l you can get 
out of insurance reforms i s coverage i n the short run f o r 2.2 m i l l i o n 



more people. They say t h a t i f you -- you look a t the experience of 
New York t h a t t r i e d t o mandate insurance reforms alone. What 
happens, a l o t of people's insurance goes up, and a l o t more people 
opt out of the system. 

I say, i f you look a t the r e s t of the world and you look 
at us, we have 81 m i l l i o n Americans out of a population of only 255 
m i l l i o n , 81 m i l l i o n o f us l i v e i n f a m i l i e s w i t h people who have 
p r e e x i s t i n g c o n d i t i o n s . But they a l l s t i l l need t o be able t o change 
work seven times i n a l i f e t i m e . 

T h i r t y - n i n e m i l l i o n of us do not have h e a l t h insurance. 
There i s no compelling evidence t h a t we can both have q u a l i t y and 
cost c o n t r o l and stop c o s t - s h i f t i n g i n the absence of covering 
everyone. There i s no compelling evidence. The Lewin VHI study, so 
of t e n c i t e d by those who say, w e l l , we could get 91 percent coverage 
i n America, up from 83 percent, covering 97 percent of the cost of 
health care i f only we d i d t h i s s t u f f , which doesn't r e q u i r e employer 
mandates or of some other u n i v e r s a l coverage. That's being t a l k e d 
about. But i f you n o t i c e , there's not been a b i l l r e a l l y pushing 
t h a t . 

Why? Because when you s t r i p i t away, you see t h a t i t 
costs l i t e r a l l y hundreds of b i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s over the next f i v e or 
six years t o finance t h a t i n massive subsidies which b a s i c a l l y 
b e n e f i t poor people, most of whom are not working, some of whom are 
working, and does nothing f o r middle-class workers. Which means t o 
do t h a t , i n stead of an employer mandate, we would have t o go back and 
rai s e the heck out of everybody's taxes, which we are not about t o 
do. At t h a t l e v e l i t would not be f a i r . 

Now, how i s i t t h a t every other advanced country i n the 
world and a l l of our competitors -- we're only too happy t o l e a r n 
from our competitors i n every other way, and we're very proud when we 
beat our competitors. And I don't know how many of you have t o l d me 
personally, we're b e t t e r now than anybody else i n the world a t what 
we do. We went through a l l kinds of agonies i n the '80s and we faced 
a l l these challenges, and now we're b e t t e r than our competitors. 

Well, our competitors, not a s i n g l e , s o l i t a r y one of 
them, spends more than 10 percent of GDP on h e a l t h care; we spend 14 
percent, and we're the only people t h a t can't f i g u r e out how t o cover 
everybody. Now, I refuse t o declare defeat. Why should we jump i n 
the tank? 

I heard the messages about what people d i d n ' t l i k e about 
our o r i g i n a l proposal. Don't put r e s t r i c t i o n s on experimental drugs; 
don't make businesses go i n t o a l l i a n c e s i f they don't want t o ; l e t i t 
be v o l u n t a r y . People know t h e i r own i n t e r e s t s . Let m u l t i s t a t e 
businesses have an approach which makes sense f o r a l l t h e i r 
employers. We're making the changes t h a t we heard people complain 
about. Those changes are being made. We know we needed t o make some 
changes. 

But i f you remember, when I o f f e r e d my h e a l t h care plan, 
I said, t h i s i s not the end a l l and be a l l ; i t ' s the beginning of a 
debate. But what we need t o decide i s whether we're going t o walk 
away from t h i s session of Congress without the debate. Harry Truman 
said 50 years ago, Americans w i l l never be secure unless we d i d 
something about h e a l t h care. Everybody t h i n k s of Harry Truman now as 
the fount of a l l wisdom. I come from a f a m i l y t h a t l i k e d him when he 
was unpopular. (Laughter.) But most Americans d i d n ' t l i k e him too 



much at the time. He kept t e l l i n g them uncomfortable truths. He was 
right 50 years ago, and i t ' s s t i l l true.So, yes, we need to make some 
changes i n the o r i g i n a l proposal I made. We put them out there. 

But what we need i s a quick, honest, forthright debate. 
We need to deal with t h i s issue t h i s year because, u n t i l we do, we 
w i l l continue to spend a higher percentage on health care than our 
competitors; you w i l l continue to have costs shifted to you; your 
government w i l l continue to face the agonizing choice of continuing 
to spend more and more of your tax money on entitlements, l e s s on 
investment, and s t i l l increasing the d e f i c i t and s t i l l s h i f t i n g costs 
to you. 

So, I ask you, enter the debate and j u s t t e l l people 
what you have to do every day i n your own businesses. You get a r e a l 
hard decision. I f you don't want the thing to collapse, you can't 
walk away. And almost always, you make a decision that i s l e s s than 
perfect but i s better than making no decision. 

So I ask you, help me pass the reemployment b i l l . Help 
us pass GATT. Help us pass welfare reform. But don't walk away from 
health care. The numbers are big; they're enormous. And we can't 
t e l l an average American, can't t e l l a mother on welfare, get off of 
welfare and take a job so you can lose your children's health 
insurance and s t a r t paying taxes for people to pay for t h e i r kids' 
health care who stayed on welfare. 

We can't t e l l a worker, give up your job security and 
find a new security i n your mind, i n you a b i l i t y to learn and change, 
i f your i l l n e s s or the i l l n e s s of someone i n your family w i l l put you 
out of the job market. We must not ask people to choose between 
being good parents and good workers. We cannot ask people to r i s k 
their children's health to participate in the global economy. 

And most importantly, we can't j u s t keep working with a 
system that i s fundamentally flawed that we can f i x . We can look 
around the world; we know there are a l l kinds of fixes here. We may 
have to do more for small business; I'm w i l l i n g to do that. We may 
have to do more, and we should, to make the thing l e s s regulatory; 
I've already made a l o t of those changes. But l e t us not walk away. 

When I spoke at Normandy a couple of weeks ago, i n the 
greatest honor of Presidency, to represent our country i n 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of D-Day, the thing that 
overwhelmed me about that was that people did what they had to do 
because there was no option; and they measured up and l i t e r a l l y saved 
the world. And that, i n that moment, there was no option to be 
cynical. There was no luxury available for people to avoid the 
decisions before them, and they did not have the option to be 
cynical. 

Today, I t e l l you, we have fundamental decisions to make 
about what kind of people are going to be into the future. Walking 
away i s an option that's not r e a l l y there. Being cynical or negative 
i s always an option that's there, but i t ' s something we pay a 
t e r r i b l e price for. This country can do what we have to do. We have 
to be what the people that led the D-Day invasion were; they were 
called pathfinders -- the people that went f i r s t . That's what we're 
being asked to do. 

You l i v e i n an age which g l o r i f i e s commerce and success 
and international trade more than any other i n the lifetime of 



anybody i n t h i s room. Therefore, you have enormous r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 
And you have t o . l i g h t the path t o the f u t u r e i n the way t h a t the GI 
B i l l d i d 50 years ago. We can do i t . We can do i t -- i f we make the 
r i g h t choices. Thank you very much. (Applause.) 

END 1:28 P.M. EDT 


