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DRAFT: 28 July 1995 

Administration Event 
The Technology Learning Challenge 

Message: 

This event will be a national technology learning challenge by the President to mobilize 
government, business, students, schools, and other stakeholders to work together in 
creating new leaming environments in their local communities. 

Computers, multimedia, the information superhighway, and other new technologies 
must be used to help students prepare for jobs in the new economy and to keep on top 
of a changing economy when they have a job. 

Investment in new learning tools is a key part of the Administration's investment in 
America's future and a key part of its commitment to equal opportunity. 

A single, unified challenge by the President can focus the Nation on this effort. 

Description of Announcements (to be made at a single event or a series of events): 

The Challenge to the Business Community: U.S. Tech Corps 

What: The President will join with CEOs of high technology companies to challenge 
technology volunteers from the Nation's computing and communications industries to 
join the U.S. Tech Corps. The USTC is a national initiative to organize volunteers at 
the grass roots level to advise and assist schools in the introduction of new technologies 
for learning in the 21st century. 

Participants: CEOs of high technology companies who have pledged support to the 
USTC; volunteers, teachers, and students from the Massachusetts Tech Corps pilot 
program. 

The Challenge to Local Communities: Challenge Grants 

What: In March, the Vice President challenged communities of schools, colleges, 
libraries, museums, and businesses across the country to join together to transform 
factory era schools into information age learning centers. Over 500 community 
consortia responded to this challenge, at least one from every state in the nation. The 
President [or the Vice President] will present the teams of educators, industry partners, 
and community leaders who have been selected to receive Challenge Grants. 



Participants: Representatives from local school districts, their business partners, 
universities, and computer hardware and software vendors who form the winning 
challenge grant teams. 

The Challenge to Students: National Technology Honor Society 

What: The National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP), at the 
request of the President's Science and Technology Advisor, is establishing a National 
Technology Honor Society (to complement the National Honor Society, founded in 
1926). The NTHS will recognize students who use their expertise to help teachers and 
school administrators apply technology to create new learning environments. These 
students will work closely with U.S. Tech Corps volunteers. 

Participants: NASSP representatives, students, teachers, principals. 

The Vision for the Future: The National Technology Plan 

What: The National vision for education and training in the 21st century is that 
technology will transform teaching and learning so that all Americans will have access 
to quality education and training tailored to their individual learning and workplace 
needs. Secretary Riley, Secretary Reich, and others will present this vision at the event 
as they unveil the National Technology Plan. This will complement the release of the 
Presidential Decision Directive which implements this broad strategy. 

Participants: Riley, Reich, education associations, school administrators, students, 
teachers. 

The Challenge to Federal Agencies: A National Learning Technology Policy 

What: The President will announce a National strategy for leveraging Federal 
programs to demonstrate the value of emerging advanced technologies for learning and 
the establishment of the Interagency Learning Technology Office which will coordinate 
the initiative. The President will challenge agencies to actively participate in the 
demonstration projects (in partnership with industry) and to lend their support to the 
new office. This is a reinventing government initiative which will focus projects which 
are now scattered across many agencies. 

Participants: Representatives [Cabinet-level] of ILTO agencies who have already 
pledged resources to the office, including: NASA, DOE, DOD, CIA, DOL, DOED. 

Proposed Date: 

Week of 11 September 1995 (Back-to-School) 
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