
DATE: July 17, 1995 
TO: Galaxy Classroom Meeting Participants 
FROM: Mike Schmidt, DPC 
RE: Background Information on GM's Galaxy Classroom 

In preparation for tomorrow's meeting with Harry Pearce, Executive VP of General 
Motors, from 2:00-3:00 in room 211, I have put together some background information on 
the Galaxy Classroom program. I have attached a bio on Mr. Pearce, a list of Galaxy 
Classroom's Advisory Council, and a short 2-page description of the Galaxy Classroom 
Project for your review. If you are interested, I have a 20 page summary of an evaluation the 
Far West Labs did for Galaxy back in 1993 that I can get to you at your request. 

As far as I can understand, Mr. Pearce and GM want to get an idea of any possible interest 
that the Federal Government may have in the Galaxy Program, whether through data 
collection or funding of the program. While I am not optimistic about the ability of the 
Federal Government to fund anything in this area right now given the current Budget 
situation, I look at this meeting as an opportunity to talk about educational technology more 
generally with a high-ranking official at one of this country's largest corporations. 
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GALAXY CLASSROOM5" FACTS 

he Mission 

iALAXY Classroom—a bold blueprint for 21 st century 
iducation that promises to produce breakthroughs in 
tudent learning and classroom teaching. Itusessatel-
te technology to create a new interactive global class-
oom—a learning network dedicated to dramatically 
mproving elementary education. 

The Challenge 

America's children are not performing well against their 
nternational peers. Their education is not offering what 
hey need to know to live and work in today's competi-
ive world. By many measurable standards, our stu­
dents aren't measuring up: 

• Fewer than one in five U.S. students in grades 4, 
, 8, and 12 reach the competency standard in math­

ematics, according to the 1992 National Education 
Goals Reports. 

• An estimated 2,250 American students drop out of 
school each day. 

• Fewer than half of "today's 17-year-olds possess 
the basic skills and knowledge needed for college 
or entry-level jobs. 

This situation isn't new. Nearly 10 years ago A Nation 
At Risk, the report of the National Commission of 
Excellence in Education, was unequivocal in its find­
ing: "If an unfriendly foreign power had attempted to 
impose on America the mediocre educational perfor­
mance that exists today, we might well have viewed it 
as ah act of war." A Nation At Risk spurred the educa­
tion reform movement of the 1980s—a movement that 
led to the creation of the National Education Goals by 
the president and the nation's governors. 

The GALAXY Classroom Response 

The GALAXY Classroom integrates technology and 
teachers, curriculum and communities to create a new 
and powerful approach to learning. It channels 
America's creative genius in education, the arts, film, 

and technology into challenging and captivating les­
sons. 

The GALAXY Classroom uses satellite technology to 
create the first interactive global classroom—a learn­
ing network dedicated to better preparing our students 
early, when they are developing their attitudes toward 
learning. The Galaxy Institute for Education creates 
quality educational programs to help children at an 
early age build the cognitive, creative, and literacy 

abilities to become enthusiastic, lifetime learners, anc 
productive workers. 

GALAXY'S satellite telecommunications network aims 
to reach more than 10 million students in 20,00C 
schools by the end of the decade with top-quality 
commercial-free programs that supplement teachers 
lessons. The GALAXY Classroom hopes to reach al 
types of students, especially those who are considerec 
to be educationally "at-risk." 

GALAXY CLASSROOM DEMONSTRATION SCHOOL SITES 

S c h o o l D is t r ic t School City Sta te 
Compton Unified Theodore Roosevelt Elementary Compton CA 

Norwalk/Lo Mirada Unified D.D. Johnson Elementary Norwalk CA 

Whittier City Orange Grove Elementary Whittier CA 

Los Angeles Unified La Salle Ave. Elementary Los Angeles CA 

Los Angeles Unified Santa Monica Boulevard Elementary Los Angeles CA 

Los Angeles Unified 15 Street Elementary San Pedro CA 

Oakland Unified Hawthorne Elementary Oakland CA 

Oakland Unified Longfellow Elementary Oakland CA 
Sacramento City Unified Joseph Bonnheim Elementary Sacramento CA 
Sacramento City Unified Parkway Elementary Sacramento CA 

Denver Public Schools Bryant Webster Elementary Denver C O 

Denver Public Schools Oakland Elementary Denver C O 
' Orange County Public Schools Washington Shores Elementary Orlando FL 

Atlanta Public Schools LJ. Campbell Elementary Atlanta GA 

Atlanta Public Schools Mary Lin Elementary Atlanta GA 

Chicago Public Schools Howland School of the Arts Chicago IL 
School City of Hammond Lafayette Elementary Hammond IN 

Fulton County Fulton County Hickman KY 

Holyoke Public Schools H.B. Lawrence Elementary Holyoke MA 

Baltimore City Public Schools Elmer A. Henderson #101 Baltimore MD 
Baltimore City Public Schools Pimlico Elementary Baltimore MD 
Detroit Public Schools Guyton Elementary Detroit Ml 

Detroit Public Schools Gabriel Richard Elementary Detroit Ml 

Independence Public Thomas Hart Benton Elementary Independence M O 
Forest Separate School District Forest Elementary Forest MS 
Chama Valley Independent Schools Tierra Amarilla Elementary Tierra Amarilla N M 
Community School District 7, NY Public School 157 Bronx NY 
New York S.D. #7 Public School 40 Bronx NY 
Salem-Keizer School District 24J Salem Heights Elementary Salem OR 
School District of Philadelphia Lewis C. Cassidy Philadelphia PA 
School District of Philadelphia Belmont Elementary Philadelphia PA 
Orangeburg #5 Mellichamp Elementary Orangeburg SC 
Austin Independent Becker Elementary Austin TX 
Austin Independent Will iams Elementary Austin TX 

Wellpinit Wellpinit Wellpinit W A 

Green Bay Public Schools Nicolet Green Bay W l 
Raleigh County Central Elementary Beckley W V 

Washington D.C. Public Schools John Eaton Elementary Washington D.C. 
Washington D.C. Public Schools Bunker Hill Elementary Washington D.C. 

State District Zone 28 Felix U. Gomez Elementary Ciudad Juarez CHIH. (Mexico) 



Honoring Every Child's Strengths 

The GALAXY Classroom curriculum engages students 
and teachers in challenging instruction that builds on 
every child's strengths. Teachers help students pose 
their own questions and seek their own answers. After 
watching a program, students may be asked to write a 
poem, read a book, do science investigations, keep a 
journal, or create art that reflects the issues in the 
program. 

During 1993, the GALAXY Classroom is offering pro­
gramming in two subjects: language arts for 3-5 and 
science for grades K-5. It will expand to offer math­
ematics, social studies, geography, comprehensive 
health, foreign languages, and visual and performing 
arts. 

The GALAXY Classroom integrates telecommunica­
tions technology with materials such as bulletins; 
monthly newsletters; science kits; teachers' and par­
ents' resources guides and tapes; and student maga­
zines. Materials are in English and Spanish, and tele­
casts are close captioned. 

Creating a Global Classroom 

Thirty-nine urban, suburban, and rural elementary 
schools in the United States and one in Mexico are 
serving as GALAXY Classroom demonstration sites. 
The schools reflect the racial, ethnic, and regional 
diversity of America. 

The GALAXY Classroom provides each demonstration 
school with up-to-date technology including a satellite 
dish, televisions, fax machines, phones, computers, 
and camcorders. Each school in the GALAXY network 
can share information with all network schools by fax 
and voice communications. 

The GALAXY Classroom is affordable technology. 
Demonstration schools receive GALAXY programming 
and curriculum free of charge. As the GALAXY Class­
room starts to expand its network in the fall of 1994, 
schools will subscribe annually for their participation. 

Leadership and Funding 

The GALAXY Classroom is produced by the Galaxy 
Institute for Education in Los Angeles, a 501(c) (3) 
public benefit corporation initially sponsored by Hughes 
Aircraft Company. The institute is staffed by a small 
group of managers, curriculum specialists, producers, 
and engineers. Their salaries are paid by Hughes 
Aircraft. The institute has a board that meets quarterly 
and a 26-person national advisory council. 

The Galaxy Institute for Education estimates it will cost 
$24 million to conduct the demonstration phase of the 
project through 1994. Hughes has committed $12 
million on a matching basis, and the National Science 
Foundation awarded the institute a three-year $4 mil­
lion grant. In addition, the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York and the Stuart Foundations have each contributed 
$300,000 to the Galaxy Institute, and the Weingart 
Foundation awarded the institute $700,000 to assist 
GALAXY schools in Southern California. 

Teachers Sharing Solutions 

GALAXY curriculum treats teachers as professionals 
by allowing them the freedom to structure and adapt 
lessons to suit their needs. This flexibility is reinforced 
during professional development institutes held prior to 
the introduction of each new curriculum area. The 
GALAXY Classroom network will be used to telecast 
seminars and workshops in which teachers can share 
experiences, solve problems, discuss teaching strat­
egies, and benefit from each other's practices. 

Linking Communities and Involving Parents 

The GALAXY Classroom brings communities together 
by linking racially and ethnically diverse students from 
urban, suburban, and rural areas who would not have 
had any access to each other if not through the use of 
technology. 

Each GALAXY Classroom has parent coordinators 
who work with administrators and teachers in imple­
menting and supporting activities. These coordinators 
join teachers at GALAXY Classroom institutes to learn 
more about GALAXY curriculum. 
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