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CHILE: Prpss Material 

Q. What is the purpose of your visit to Chile? 

A. Among the many values and ideals that Chile and the United 
States share, none is more important than our countries* common 
commitment to promote the economic and social welfare of our 
citizens, particularly through assisting the poor and 
disadvantaged. 

I look forward to meeting again with Mrs. Frei and 
continuing our discussion of these issues. During my stay 
here, I will also be meeting with government and private sector 
leaders who are working to develop programs in these areas. 



CHILE: Press Material 

Q. Can you te l l us if you have brought some special message 
from President Clinton regarding the present state of 
US-Chilean relations? 

A. President Clinton is committed to building on what is 
already a close and mutually beneficial relationship between 
the US and Chile. This excellent bilateral relationship is 
rooted in our shared democratic values and common economic 
goals. The President is also committed to a strong trade 
agenda that includes successfully negotiating Chile's accession 
to the NAFTA and building the Free Trade Area of the Americas 
discussed during the Summit of the Americas in Miami last 
December. 

Q. In the la t t e r regard, what are the prospects for Chile's 
obtaining "fast-track" authorization and entering NAFTA this 
year? 

A. The Administration is continuing to work with the Congress 
to develop an acceptable fast^-track trade negotiating authority. 

The President looks forward to continuing discussions with 
Chile and our NAFTA partners regarding Chiles's accession to 
the NAFTA and believes that now is not the time to stop or slow 
down those eff o r t s . 



THTLE; P r f s f l M a r p r i a l 

Q. What i s your view of the delays here i n carrying out the 
Supreme Court-ordered sentences against General Contreras and 
Brigadier Espinoza i n the L e t e l i e r case? Does the United 
States s t i l l consider that j u s t i c e has been done? 

A. We continue to applaud the successful e f f o r t s of the 
Chilean Government to investigate and prosecute the 1976 
assassinations i n Washington of Orlando L e t e l i e r and his 
American c i t i z e n aide, Ronni M o f f i t t . We are g r a t i f i e d that 
j u s t i c e has prevailed. The Chilean j u s t i c e system i s taking 
the appropriate legal steps i n applying these sentences. 

Q. Nevertheless, don't you t h i n k Chile's image i n the United 
States has been tarnished by delays i n carrying out the 
sentences? 

A. Chile has a strong and p o s i t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l image. The 
Government of Chile i s to be applauded for i t s steadfast 
commitment to prosecuting and carrying out the sentences i n the 
L e t e l i e r / M o f f i t t case. 



CKUtEj Prft.1ff Material, 

Q. You recently attended the United Nations Fourth World 
Conference on Women. In your view, what did the conference 
accomplish? 

A. The Beijing conference focused world-wide attention on the 
status of women and the challenges and burdens they face in 
trying to improve their own lives and those of their children 
and families. For the f i r s t time, a significant portion of a 
United Nations document underscored the need to end violence 
against women. The conference's "platform for action" which 
the United States signed proposes concrete and important steps 
to improve women's lives. 



QMLLi Press Meterigl 

Q. How would you respond to those in Chile, including the 
Catholic Church, who charge the Beijing Conference's definition 
of gender undermines the family? 

A. The Beijing Conference considered issues related to 
education, health care, economic opportunity and political 
freedom because these are the essentials for keeping families 
strong and secure. As I have said before, if women and girls 
don't flourish, families won't flourish. And if families don't 
flourish, communities and nations won't flourish. 
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ckground 

Chile 
Novtfnbtrl»4 

A Official Name: 
' Republic of Chile 

1LE 

0*ography 

ATM: 766>45 aq. km. (302,778 iq. ml); 
nearly twice the nze of CaUibnua. 
CWM: Capital—Santiago (metropolitan 
area eat. B2 million). Other dtiet— 
Concepdon-Talcahuano (840,000); Vina 
6al Mar-Valparaiao (800,000); 
Antofrffaata Q4&fl00>, Temueo (230,000). 
Terrain: Deeert in north; fcrtik central 
•aDey; voleanoea and lakea toward the 
aouth, fiTing way to rugged and complex 
eoeattiiM; Andaa Moantaina oa the 

) 

CfcnatK ArUtn north. Bke the Me(fit«r-
ranaan fe eanter, cool and damp in aouth. 

Mationaltty: hfoimandafrctiv— 
GhOaaKa). 
PepuMon(UM)c UJmfllion. 
Annual grawfi rate: 1J0%. 
Ettmie groups: Spaniah-Indkn (mu-
ttao), European, Imfian. 
IWlglonK Roman Cathoiie 80%; 
Protaatant 19%. 
Language: Spaniah. 
Educaiton: Ymn eomptdtory—8. 
Attnidimei-tnmon. AduitUUracy 
raU—M%. 
Health: h*fa*l mortality raU—l7/1,000. 
Lift txptctancy efnMibonu—72 yean. 
Woritforce(&2mlEjon): Scrvieuand 
govminent 86%. Industry and 
eommtree—S4%. Affriailturt,fortstTy, 
andfjhinff—U%. Comtruetion—7%. 
Ifrntty—2%. 

Government 

Type: Republic 
Independence: September 18,1810. 
Constltutlen: Approved in a 1980 
national referencfaun. 
Branctm: Extctitive preiidenl 
Liffulatiim bicameral lagialature. 
Judicial—Supreme Court, eourta of 
appeal, military eourta. 
Admlrtatrattva wbdMslens: 12 
numbered regfcma, phia Santiago 
metropolitan region, artmfnbtareri by 
wUndnU* rê om are divided into 
provinoea, •Hmintoared by govereora; 
provineaa are <fivided into nunidpalitiea 
administered by mayon. 

the Chriatfcn Democrat Party, the 
NatknalRaMwal Party, the Party for 
Dawxraey, the Radial IWty. and the 
Bockfat Party. Ia ISBt, the Cbonanist 
PmydUwAwfeaa^ 
MtaQK Unh«nalatU,indDding 
ioraignan kpQy raaidaat for more than 
firai 

Eeonocny (1993) 

OOP: MShOfan. 
Annual real growth rata: 6%. 
Par capita OOP: $3£00. 
Natunf roaoureM: Copper, timber, 
fiah, iron ore, nitntaa, pracioua me talk, 

Agtfcuftura and lahadaa (8% of GDP): 
Producu—wheat, potatoaa, oorn, augar 
beeU, oniona, beam, frdta, Uvaatodc, 
fiah. 
h>du«ty(17%ofGDP): TVpea-mineral 
refining, metal manafacturing, food 
pnwaitng, fiah p n reeling, paper and 
wood producta, finiahed textDea. 
Trade: Export*—$9.4 bOlion: copper, 
fiahmaal, fruiU, wood producta, paper 
product!. Major marktU—18%, 
Japan 16%, Argentina 6%, UJL e%, 
Garaany6%,BraBl4%. hnforU—$10.7 
bQion: petroleum, chemical producta, 
capital gooda, vehicles, electronic 
equipment, eonaumer darahlaa, machin­
ery. Major MppUm U A ^ B r a i f l 
10%, Japan 8%, Germany •%, Argentina 
5%.N%eria4%. 
Exchange rate: 420 poooa-U.S4L • 

Unied Stales Department of State 
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PEOPLE 
A W 16% CfcSâ  paprfato Bve h 
«»Uaa»t«;40»Ivafar«alar O 
S t̂latD. MoattevaSpMMiaMatnr. 
faitt aBMO, yatMaaatkl.BMfcrrf 
'-lib awl raaHali fa.l...^ mm tn 

aopper 
TVanktivalynaD 

in 

ll^baiaethahhtarieal 
r ton which CMb axpaadad sntil 

tha kU 19th 
raUdtta 
SoaUMra GhOa ia rich hi fenata aad 

iaatoii«of 
iand Una. A a 

iBakb]rTintherQarda,fadaU,anak, 
twiatif«panimalH,aiidiaIaada. Itabo V. 
haa amd, rapidly declining petniamn 
reeerree, which auppliad about 10ft of 
0108*8 dotsestic raquireinenta during 
1993. 

HISTORY 

About 10,000 yean ago, migrating 
Indiam foOowad the Kne of the Andes 
and eettled in fertfleralkys and along 
tha aoaat of what ia BOW Chile. Ihe 
Incaa briefly extended their empire into 
the north, bet the area's renoUnaaa 
prtTented exUnaive aattlenent V_ 

la 1641, the Spanish, under Pedro de 
Valdl*ia, aneoontarad about 1 •OUon 
TnHians from •ariouacultoree who 

and 
bunting. Aithoî h the Spaniah did not 
find the gold and dhv they aooght 
there, they raeogniaed the arieuttunl 
poiaotial rfChQe'i osetral vilhy, aad 
Chfiebecmme part ofthe Vtosroyahy of 

C 



The drive fcr independence from 
Spein wee predpiuted by usurpation of 
the Spaniah throne by Nepoleon's 

^rather Joseph. A national junta in the 
nr 'Ferdinand—heir to the depoeed 
k /as fonned on September 18, 
18iv. Spanish attetnpU to raimpoae 
arfetovy rule during what was called 
the /ZaconfMuto Wd to a prolor̂ ed 
struggle under Bernardo (THiaina, 
ChOa'k noat renowned patriot. ChOean 
independsAes waa formally proclaimed 
anFebrarylt 181& 

IW pofttei iwevlutfon brought Bttk 
aodal change, however, and 19th-eantury 
Cfafleaneodetypraeervedtheeeeenoeof 

Itha sMlfiod aolonU aodal atractare, 
huaDy poBdea, and the faifluenes of the 
RomanOathoBcChurch. Thesyatemof 
piasidsnMsl ahaokitiam eventually 
predominated, but wealthy landowners 
continued to control Chile. 

Toward the end of the 19th century. 
ChOe eonaottdated iu poaition in the 
south by ruthlessly suppressing the 
Mapuche Indiana. In 1881, It signed s 
ti eety with Argentina confirming 
ChOean aovereignty over the Strait of 
Magellan. Aa a result ofthe War of the 
Ptdfic against Peru and Bolivia (1879-
pS), Quk expanded iu territory north-
war1 ahnoet one-third and acquired 
vi nitrate deposits, the exploits-
Uc. vhich Ud to an era of national 
affluence. 

Although Chile established s repre­
sentative democracy in the early 20th 
century, it soon became unstable and 
degenerated into a system protecting 
the intareeta of the ruling oligarchy. By 
the 1920a, the emerging middle and 
working daaaes were powerful enough 
to elect a reformist president, whose 
yrogrsm waa frustrated by a eonaerva-
Aive congreei Continuing political and 
•oonomk instability resulted in the 
quaai-dicUtorlal rule of Gen. Carios 
Iba!Maatt44Z). 

When aoarttatfanal rule was ra-
atorad in 1982, a strong middle-dass 
party, the Radkala, emerged. It became 
the key fcroe in oooBtkn govsramenU 
fortheaexttOyaan. In the 1920B, 
Marxist pvupe with strong popular 
support developed. During the period of 

Radical Party dominance (19S4Z). the 
sUU ino«aaed iU role in the aeoaoay. 
Despite these tendencies, preaidenU 
generally were more conservative than 
the parties supporting them, and 
conservative politkml demenU contin-
asd to exert eonaidenbb power over the 
aconomy. 

The 1964 pnaUantial elactioa of 
Christian Damoorat EdMrdo FM by an 
sbeotoU mmority WUstads period cf 
major raform. Uadarthsskcaa 
-Revolutioa in Lfcerty," the Frei 
Admb t̂ratioB—thelntChriadaa 
Democratic govenmant is Latin 

1 of the 
AOends GovenMeat by ths QtQaan 
Cearaaa. Jodidsry, and esmptroOer 

aodal and 

refonn, todafing rural wionfaatfaa ef 
sgrieulturaJwortoa. By 1967. however, 
Frat eneomiUwd Im 1 mdty orpnaitMiii 
from kftkU, who charged thai hk 
refonns wars jnartaqnaU, and from 
conservatives, who foond them exces­
sive At hs tern's end. the Frei Admin-
istntion hsd noUworthy aeoomplkh-
menU but did not achieve the party's 
ambitiaus goak 

The 1970 prsaidential eleetioe was 
won namwiy by Dr. Sahrador ADende, a 
Mandst and member of CUk'a Sodafist 
Party, who headed the "Popular Unity" 
(UP) coalition of aodafista, oonununisU, 
radicals, and dkaidaat Chriatka Demo-
crata. Hk program hckided the take­
over of much of Chik'a remaining 
privaU induatrias and banks, aaaasive 
knd expropriation aad eoOê hnation, 
and the natknalkatioa of UA inUroaU 
in Chile's m̂ jcr copper mmee. 

Elected with osty 86% of tbe vou and 
by a plurality of eoly IfijOOO votea, 
AJknde never enjoyed mejerity oupport 
in the ChOean Coagraas cr bread popular 
aupport By 1973, moat domeetic 
production had dediawi. and sawe 
shortages of ooaaaoMr goods, food, and 

. Inflatfon rsachsd IjOOO*, aad a 
general eoSapee of the < 
inevitshk to many. There 1 

raconing strikea, vklaaoa by both 
govanmai 
aad wideaprasd nral 
sodety split into hoadk 

vioktions of the coMtitutfc»- htlpml 
produce a aiEUry eô > Mmt overthrew 

ll,l97«,afUr 

the pr«rid«tkl pekoe. ABepdsifidnot 
aorrivetheeoî  Hk death was 

TET̂ IŜ ASosdby 
AagusUPkuJKn.w^j.y.-J 
p^Mapp 

byaaority 

During iu 16 yaara h power, the 
•Otary aoved Odk away from eoo-
mlcstatkm toward a krgely free-

In 
domeatk snd fcrejga private tavoetmcnt. 
Aftw years of 1 ipi seskiu, ths regime 
began to nfeieUtatkMBae poBtfeal life 
aad pmit brad freedom of eeeetnbly. 
^»ech. sad saaodatka, tedadbig trade 
anion activity. 

Gfaeral Pinochet waa denied another 
aî iUyaar term as Pmidaat fat a 
Mtkasl pkbkdU aa October S, 1988. 
On December 14,1989. Qviatkn 
Damoaat Patrick Aytarin, running as 
ths candklaU ofa H-party coalition, was 
eketedPramJent. Ailer s four-year 
tranahioo period, forms' President Frei 
waa elected President ef ths Republic for 
a six-year term and took office in March 
1994. 

In the Senate racas, the ruling 
enaltew af fog usntw kft parties won 
64%ofthevoU(andtookbslft>M saaU), 
whfle the oppoaitko right w»80ft of 
the voU (and took the other half). The 

i&BMabanfrmthc 
17 from tha rightist 

in 
U89 by the Pinochet Gomnmeat for 
aightryeerUnnL la tha ma for tha 
Chambwof Dapotka. tha ruling ooaE-
tka waa SM of tha vote aad 68% of the 



The conetitution was approved in * 
September 1960 national ptebiedte by a 
two-think majority. It entered into 
force in March 1981. Fo&owii* diacua-
akna between the minkier of interior, 
the leader of the coalition partiea 
oppoei^ Pinochet, and tha preaident of 
the center<iffht National Renewal 
Party, a Kat of amendmenU to the 
conatitution was aobmitted to a ptebi-
sdU aad aadonad by mora than 86* of 
the< 

I the manber of ssaaton, 
dminkhad the rok of the national 
aacority ooondl, and aqoalked tba 
maber of dvflian and military members. 
A19M amendment set tha preeidentisl 
tanaataUyaan. 

Senators serve for eight yean with 
atHgmd tanas; deputke art elected 
everyfwryears. TheCongreesk 
located in the port dty of Valparaiso, 
about 140 Ukroeten (84 mL) weet of the 
capital, Santiago. 

ChDe'a congressional elections are 
governed by a unique binomial system 
that inevitably rewards Urge coalition 
slates and punishes small independent 
parties. Each coalition can run two 
candidates for the two Senate snd 
Chamber seals apportioned to each type 
of electoral district. Typically, the two 
krgeet coalitions split ths seats in a 
district Onlyifthelesdingskteoutpolk 
the second place finisher by a margin of 
more than 2 to 1 does the winner gain 
both seats. 

The political parties with the largest 
representation in the Chilean Congress 
are the centrist Christian Democrat 
Party and the center-right National 
Renewal Party. The Communkt Party 
and two green (ocologieal) parties failed 
togainaaaat 

Nrtona! S«curtty 

Tht armed foreaa an subject to dvflian 
oontrol cxercked by the president 
through tha minktcr of defcaae. How­
ever, each aarvice k heeded by a 
eommander4n-chie£ 

Army: 56£00 troops under Augusto 
Pinochet. Ifee army k organked bito six 
divtsfcna, one aeperatc brigade, and an 
air wing. 

fU*/. AO/n. jorge wsr-^ei ouscn 
dirocts the 29,000 person navy, induding 
6̂ 00 marines. The fleet of Umrfcce 
vessek and four submarines k baaed in 
Valparaiso. The navy operates iu own 
aircraft. 

AJrForco: Air General Ramon Vega 
Hidalgo heads a forte of 1*000. Air 
assets an distributed araoeg far atr 

• haadauartsradlnl 

UJ srouno ecr*. invernsuonsj copper 
pi coatUKMtobavaaariar^foeton 

Saatkgo, Puerto Moatt, aad PttnU 
Arenaa. IWafa-force akoepvatas an 
aiifaaai oa B i ^ George lakad. 
Aatatka. 

19711 
boorporatad kto the defome ndristry. 
Wkhtherstuntofdemoentkgoven-
aaest. the potioe were piacadaadcr the 
operatioaal control of the feterior 
ministry. Ttmy are lad by General 
StBnge,who&acUaparaaJHtaryforoe 
of TlflQO engaged ta kw enforcement, 
traffic management, narcotics suppres­
sion, border control, and countar-
temriam throughout Chile. 

Principal Oovemmerrt Omdala 

President—Eduardo Frei Ruiz-Tsgie 
Foreign Afisira— 

Joee Miguel Insulza 
Ambassador to the United States-

John Bkhl Del Rio 
Ambassador to the Organixatkn of < 
American Sutee (OAS)— 

Edmundo Vargas Camno 
Ambaaaador to the United Nations— 

Juan Somavk Ahamirano 

Chile maintains an embassy in the 
United States st 1732 Massachusetts 
Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20036 
(teL 202-785-1746). 

ECONOMY 
Chile has a diversified free market 
economy and one ofthe moat educated 
wort forces to Latin America. Tht 
eoonorey nets oa exporte of natural 
raooOTBoa and primary producta, with 
aopper. fiahmaal, fresh fruit, and 
woodpulp as the prindpal export 
products. ChflekthewortTskneat 
proAxer aad axpertar of copper, with 
raoerves aadaatod at 10% of the wcrid 
total Rapid growth in non-copper 
exports during the kst decade hu 
raduead coppo's ahan of total exports 

•xpeK 

wUehtook 
afc 

ofa i 
aaatkaalgoaL Thkaewty 

tethe 
iwrt salkg mwiaaj with 

9% k 1991 
^ovstha 
af. 

GDP 
•ate 

10ftbU83,waIl 
rata 

theikk 
n k , « d a n p U f o l k t h e 

i kd to a dowdowa k growth rates in 
1983 and aariy 1994. GDP growth was 
t%k 1993 end expected to reech 4 V 
16% ta 1904 before rising in 1996. 

Although growth slowed fa 1993, 
ovanD ecoaook actfcrfty waa haahhy. 
Inflation fall slightly. UnemplojBtt 
reached a 20-year km—1«%—for the 
year, aad employment powth waa wall 
above population growth, oo women 
eontfaned to enter the kbor force ta 
record numbers. A dedine h exports to 
S9.4 bOUoa and aa ineraaaa ia imports to 
110.7 UDion kd to the first trade deficit 
in a decade and a current account deficit 
ofalmoet5%afCDP. Continuing capital 
Inflows BMre thaa balanced the current 
account dafidt, however, and net 
intemational rsserves roee by 8%, to 
194 bilbon, during the year. Ihe 
skwdown ta growth rates appeared to 
have aadad by mid-1994, with higher 
export prkae and contimiing axport 
growth signaling renewed dynamism ta 
that sector. 

In raoent yean, Chik baa takan 
i to opan both domeatk and 

Itloweradtari&on 
nearly aD hnperts from 15% to 11% in 
199L OaoelMl. the country hmdgnad 

i wtthMaxioo, 

obcrSoatk 

ion 
t with the 

raOoaa Common 
Market CUkakokMdgnadi&vaat. ^ 



tncnl proUction •greemenU with about 
12 European, Latin Amencan, and A tian 
nationa. Chile ia expected to be the next 
nation to enter into a free trade agree-
tent with the VS. 

In recent yeart, Chile alao haa become 
•Ddi more integrated with world 
finanda) marfceta. The country's foreign 
debt tt below 10% of annual GDP, and 
private (bias have inoaaaingfy raised 
capital in international marfceta via 
borrowing or lasuingbonda. Over a 

i firms hsve sold stock ova-seas, 
rand fanign investment 

t levels, and the 
aooaomy haa registered large capital 
aoaount aurphiaea. Investment Inflows 
haw been ao atrong that the govam-
•wat has Wt obfiged to impooe non-
lataraoUbaaringreeerve requirements 
oa foreign borrowing to discourage 
Inflowa of short-term capita] attracted by 
high ChOean interest rates. 

In June 1891, the VS. and ChOe 
signed an agreement to forgive a portion 
of Chile's PL 480 (Food fbr Peace) debt 
to the V S under the Enterprise for the 
Americas Initistive Chile snd the U.S. 
signed in 1993 an environmental frame­
work agreement under which Chilean 
payments on aid loans will be used for 
domestic envirorvnental projects. 

Agrtcutture 

The agricultural sector plays s key role 
in Chile's export-led economy. Agricul­
tural output has benefited from policy 
reforms which hsve significantly reduced 
government involvement in agriculture. 
These reforms, combined with natural 
resource advantages, use of advanced 
production technology, and improved 
marketing, have doubled Chile's agricul­
tural production since 1980. Govemment 
involvement in sgriculture is now 
prindpally limited to import protection 
for wheat, augar beet, and oilseed 

i much ofthe country is 
uneuitable for forming, cultivated land 
accounts for only about 3% of ChOe's 
total area. Most forming occurs in the 
rich central vaDey, which extends from 
UM area north of Santiago to Puerto 
Monti, 1,000 kilometers (600 miles) south 
of the capital. Agricultural production in 
the northern half of the country is 

prindpaDy Irrigated; In the southern 
half, rainfrJl is pientifiJ aad fiimishea 
ample water for both crops and 
pastureland. Although land devoted to 
axport crops has inâ aaed over the last 
two decadea, traditional oops (paina, 
oOeeeda, augar beeta, ett) stiU piay an 
important rote in the ̂ ricufoa-al 
eoonomy. Of Chile's lOÔ XX) forms, 
about60ftproduoe wheat CkBealao 
poaaaaaaa a significant ttveetoek aactor. 

OiOo b a art agrieoltunl exporter, 
whh exports more than two times 

I fruits and vagetablea account 
for more thaa Wft of total form exports. 
Prindpal Imparts hehade wheat, be< 
«agotableeik,eora,and67Bflk. The 
entire sgricuftural aactor Qnduding 
forestry and formed fiah) BOW accounts 
for more than SSft of Chile's total export 
earnings. Tbe eountry is the southern 
hemisphere's top fresh fruit exporter 
and the world's second-largest producer 
and exporter of formed salmon. 

The growth in Chile's forestry sector 
has been equally impreadve, both aa a 
result of natural advantages and 
government incentives to commercial 
forestry planting. Over the past two 
decades, forest plantings have Increased 
around tenfold, while exports of forest 
products jumped almost 20 times in . 
volume. 

The United States is Chile's prindpal 
agricultural trading partner. Although 
ChDe's agricultural exports to the VS 
greatly exceed VS form sales to ChOe, 
the margin has narrowed in recent 
years. In 1993, Chile exported $610 
million of fresh fruits and other agricul-
turml producu to the VS. Chile im­
ported $121 million in agricultural 
producu from the U.S-, a SSft increase 
over the previous year's toUL 

Minarals and Mimng 

Mining continues to piay a aritieal role in 
Chile's economy, deepiU iwraaitng 
diversification. For 1994. minerals are 
expected U account for 46% of Chile's 
exports, with a value of R8 biHion. 
Copper exports alone wiD account for 
more than 75% of that toUL la addition 
to copper, ChOe is an important exporter 
of gold, sDver, molybdenum, iron ore, 
and non-metallic minerals audi as 
lithium and iodine. 

Ouk it enjoying* major boom In 
<£rect foreign investment ia fts mineral 
•eetor baaed upon Ha ttmg gaoiogfcal 
base and the fcvcrable in vestment 
rtgime which the dtmooatic govern­
ment has maintained. M^orUS* 
Cana«fian,UJL. snd Japanese natural 
rssovceinaahavebvasUdfoisrge, 
new copper and gold arinae. Sevaral 
bnporUnt new projeds art pfonaad. At 
the same time, GOOELOQ, the aUU 

oata^orla 
to 

-.ptamtooarry 
koomfc*yoen 

at ha 

anal lemfaadb the Oulf 

areuwiVeldMa. Theae 
Trouadaiaesarefodng 

painfol retrenchment A modem, kw-

and ia the 
aging, und 

ooat, open-pit coel mine exisU north of 
thtStrahcfMsgeDsn. CUaancoal 
hoes competition from eosl Imported 
from Colombia aad Venezuela, however. 

AD ofChOe's doaMotk petroleum 
production is from the Strait of MagaOan 
and the island of TWrra del Fuego at the 
southern tip of the country. Tlie state-
owned petroleum eompany, ENAP, b 
the country's only producer of arude oil 
and natural gas, although several foreign 
petroleum firms have been granted 
axpforalion contracts. Domeetic petro­
leum production provided about 10% of 
domeatk petroleum consumption in the 
first quarter of 1994. 

FOflGON RELATIONS 

With the transition to democracy 
compkU, Chik has become an active 
participant in the intemational political 
arena. It is an active member ofthe Rio 
Group, and it rejoined tht Non-Aligned 
Movement ChOe k a driving force in the 
worid summit for social development to 
be held in Copenhagen k M«cfc 1996. 
Tht Chflaan Government haa reettab-
bhad diplomatic rektkaa with moat of 
the countries that broke them during the 
mStary regime but maintaiiw only 
eoasular relations with BoBvk and Cub* 
Often driven by eeonomk ktereats, 
raktiona between Chik aad Ito other 
Latin American neighbors )MV« sigrufi-
cantly improved. Relationa with 



Argmtin* and Bolivia, ahhough at timci 
atiD atrainad by eontrovcny over border 
iaaoae, are improving. 

The km of territory by Peru and 
vk to ChOe during tbe war of the 

' jfle(ISTMS)oonUnuea to influence 
aoma ofito ndghbon' national attitudea 
andpoHriaa. Bolivia ooeka an outlet to 
the aaa and aevered relation* with Chfle 
b Vm, fcOowing a breakdown in 
iiUntlatfciBi By treaty, any Bobvian-

Pwviealarrttory alao would require 
However, Peru 

rin ChOe, and 
k Ugh level tripe by Bolivian 
> to ChBeauggeat improved 

WkflepoBtica frame current 
Chflaaa ferriga raladona, eeonomk 
kta^atko with Ua neighbon hai 
become a driving farce in Chilean foreign 
pofcy. 

U.S.-CMaan Retatlons 

Relationa between the two oountriea are 
batter than at any other time in bktory. 
Many members of the Chilean Govern­
ment ware active in the opposition to the 
miElsry regime and appreckte the role 
played by the United States in Chile's 
^ ^ocntic transition. 

a 1976 car bomb aaaaasinatkn in 
Kington, DC, of Orlando Letelier, a 

former ChOean ambaaaador to the 
United Stales and a member of Presi­
dent ABendet cabinet, and Ronni 
Moffitt, a VS. dtken, caused s shsrp 
deterioration in relations and led the 
VS. Congress to ban security assistance 
and arms aalea to Chile. 

In 1961, Congress banned all military 
aalea to ChOe untfl the Preaident 
detrained that Chik had made signifi­
cant human rights pi ugi aet, was not 
aiding tatarnational terrorism, and had 
takaa appropriate atepa to cooperate in 
farif«inf to Juatke thoae Indicted by a 
UA. grand jtffy k connection with the 

Raeporxfing to the Ayhrin Govern-
mcafaeoouaitmenttofariivthocaecto 
Juatke k the ChOean Jtx&kl system, 
Preaident Baah issued a finding in kto 
1900 that rasovad the asnetkm. HM 
United Stataa continued to peas for 
jwticek the LetelkryMofBa caae. Tht 
Chflaan apodal kveetigating judge found 

Travcllnlormatlon 

The U.S. Oepanmam of Sue's Con-
aUarWormafcnProyamprpvWee 
Trave* Warnings and ConeUar 
Information Shaata. Theyowibe 
ohukod by takphono at (202) WJ-
S22S or by fax m (202) 6474000; to 
aocess fw ConeUar Mlafca BuMn 
Board by oompiaar modanv tfM 002) 
647-022S. Travel W a r ^ m% k-
sued artten tie Depoftnort reoom-
monds t m Amsrtoans amid »*vef to 

ion 
Include 

ItorslaounSfkssnd 

.andtw 
i U.S. anfoaaake a 
i euqed oounty. 

Mormation on heeftti raqukamonk 
end oondHons «rtf» tie US. Canters 
ior Disease Contrd and Prevenbon In 
AJsnta, Oaorgia. A hodke al (404) 
332-4559 providee Mephonk or tax 
tnformaten on foe moat recent haahh 
eArtsories. Immunteaton raoonvnen-
Oabona or reqiiremeras. and advice 
on food end drinMng water safety tor 
regions and oounHes. A booMet 
cnModHca/tfi Infomstion foflnfms • 
tional rrave/(HHSpubUea«on number 
COC-O4-62S0. prtce 17.00) k avaA-
aUe (rom the Superintendent of 
Documents. U.S. Governmert Print­
ing Oftoe, Washington, OC 20402. 
teL (202) 512.1600. 

Intermatton on Vavel also may be 
obtained from this oocroyi embassy 
vO/ot oonsulflss In tw U.S. (see 
•Prindpal Govemmam Ofldsta*). O 

that a commander and an operations 
officer in the Pinochet-era secret potioe 
had ordered the aaaaasinatkn and 
sentenced them to prison. HM ChOean 
Government has made an ex patk 
payment to the victims of ths fomOiea. 

President Aytwin's stats vWt to the 
United Stataa in May 1992 waa the first 
in mora than 40 yean. Preaident 
Eduardo fWa wcridj* visit to the 
United Statee In June 19MwMhk first 
trip outside of South America aa head of 

Chik k oarently the only eountry 
that the Qinton Adminktratioo has 
Identified aa matting NAFTA oitoria to 
negotiate a free trade agreement The 

Frd Government has sought a "spedal 
relationship" with the United States. 
Preaident Qinton and Prssidcnt Frei 
sgrsed to a consultative framework to 
increase the scope and frequency of 
consul tstions on kauee of common 

Prtnctal VJ3. Embaaay OfOdals 

Ambaaaador-
Gabriel OumMondngon 

Deputy Chief of Mkskn-
MkhaalW.Ostter 

PubBcAfifriOOear-
Barbsn C Mooro 

PoBtkalOooaaakr—PhflSpT.Chkok 

Anthony J. Intariandi 
Admlnktrative Couiwelor— 

F. Cokman Parrott 
Chief; Conaukr Section— 

Richard S. Mann 
Commercial Attache—Carios F. Pou 
Defense Attache— 

Capt (USN) Thomas L Breitinger 
Chiet V S MDitary Craup-

CoL (USAF) Steven E. Cady 
Agricuhural Attache-Richard B. Helm 
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?aac* Ccrpa Director— 

Darid Valenmek 
The V S ambaasy and consulate in 
Santiago are located at 2800 Andres 
Beilo Avenue, Las Condes, (teL (562) 
232-2600). HM mailing sddress is 
CaaiDa 27-D, Santiago, Chile (FAX: 
662430-2710X • 
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DRAFT 3 

Address by First Lady Hillary Rodhaa Clinton 
at ths University of Chile 

Santiago, Chile 
October 13, 1995 

I t is a great pleasure to be here in Chile today and to join 

you at this great university. 

The University of Chile is one of Latin America's premier 

institutions of higher learning, forged in the last century by 

Chileans with the participation of some of the world's leading 

scholars, like i t s founders, Andres Bello froa Venezuela, 

educator Ignacio Doaeyko froa Poland, physician Laurence Sazie 

froa France, naturalist Rudolph Philippi from Geraany, and jurist 

Bugenio Maria de Hoatos froa Puerto Rico. 

Froa the beginning, your university has been a center of 

international thought, bringing students and faculty into 

intellectual contact and debate vith the world outside. This 

university can rightfully boast that a l l but two of this 

country's democratically elected Presidents are alumni. You 

suffered along with others the years of intervention; but you 

have recovered the right to free inquiry that is the essence of 

education and liberty. 
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Chile and the United States have a close and firm 

relationship built on conon ideals and shared comitnent to 

democracy, social justice and equality of opportunity. We have 

worked together for sany decades. I as pleased that we also have 

been partners with you here at the University of Chile, at the 

creation of the School of Geology and the Labor and Organization 

Department, sending faculty to Cornell's MA and Phd program in 

Labor studies, and benefitting from joint scientific research. 

Like the great poet Ruben Dario, who came here a century ago 

from his native Nicaragua to learn and to write, I also have come 

here from Nicaragua. 

Chile already has passed perhaps the most crucial hurdle in 

the restoration of democratic institutions — the transfer of the 

mantle of the presidency from one democratically elected 

President, don Patricio Aylwin, to a second, President Eduardo 

Frei. Nicaragua i s poised to overcome that second hurdle next 

year with the election of a successor to President Violeta 

Barrios de Chamorro. 

During one of his long periods of exile, your Nobel laureate 

Pablo Neruda wrote a famous poem, •When": 

"Oh, Chile, long petal 

of sea and wine and snow, 

oh when oh when and when 
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w i l l I be heme again? ... 

"Oh when, patria, at election time 

w i l l I go froa house to house 

leading ti a i d freedoa by the hand 

to shout in the aiddle of the street?• 

For Chile, the question of "whan" was answered in with the 

unceasing aarch of the people to restore the rule of law, to 

achieve respect for huaan rights, and to guarantee open, free and 

fair elections. I t was answered in the countless struggles for 

huaan rights over so many long years. I t was answered in the 

triumph of the "No" campaign in the plebescite and in the victory 

of the Concertacion and President Aylwin. 

I t was answered by President Frei placing over his head the 

Presidential sash his father once wore, so powerfully symbolizing 

the linkage to Chile's deaocratic heritage. 

I t was answered by everyone of you here, and the answer i s 

NOW-AND FOREVER. 

During these past five years, the people of Chile have done 

far more than restore deaocratic institutions. You have 

maintained a strong, political coalition, fostered a vigorous 

debate with the political opposition and produced a growing 
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national consensus that strong aarket-led growth without 

inflation can be maintained under deaocratic governance. 

Your economic growth was built in large part on expanding 

your markets abroad. Chile, like the United States, continues to 

see i t s economy grow through rising trade with the rest of the 

hemisphere and the world at large. The United States already 

exports more to Chile with your 14 million people than to India 

with i t s 920 million. The Administration of President Clinton 

remains fully committed to hemisphere economic integration, and I 

am personally convinced that Chile will become a partner with us 

in NAFTA. Together we will help create the largest Free Trade 

Area in the history of the world by the year 2005. 

Your economic statistics deserve to be cited: an average of 

7.3% GDP growth since 1991, more than 6% for a decade; inflation 

declining from 26% in 1990 every single year to 11.4% last year 

and today to 7.4%; unemployment at a low of 5.3%. 

But most significant i s the fact that 1.3 million fewer 

people are living in poverty today than in 1990. In fact, from 

1990 to 1994, there was a 30% drop in the portion of the 

population living in poverty (40.1% to 28.5%). 

You have shown tlie way across tixm continent to those who 

questioned whether your democracy could maintain steady economic 
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refom and also produce a public-private partnership that 

included the poor. 

When people ask where can we see the recovery of democracy, 

I aay, "Look to Chile." 

When people ask where can we see democracy and sustainable 

economic growth, I say "Look to Chile." 

When people ask where can we see democracy, sustainable 

growth a^d poverty reduction, I say, "Look to Chile." 

Democracy, sustainable economic growth and investing 

in people—those are c r i t i c a l tests for any society, and the 

government of Chile, the private sector of Chile, and the people 

of Chile are meeting that test. 

President Frei has maintained the high priority of your 

democratic government on social development. That focus on human 

capital investment, investing in people, constitutes the f u l l 

expression of the Partnership for Prosperity and Development 

announced at the Summit of the Americas in Miami last year. 

Your democratic resurgence also has carried with i t another 

key element of the Summit commitment,, i t has unleashed an 

explosion of civic organizations in every sphere of society. 
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C i v i l society has become a vigorous partner alongside government 

in environment, public advocacy, health, education and legal 

assistance. 

Groups like Participa, CDU (Corporation for University 

Promotion), CIDB (Center for Educational Development), and 

Aprofa, are part of the democratic awakening and I am pleased 

that USAID has been able to support those groups in working for 

change and development. 

Your First Lady, Mrs. Frei also i s engaged directly with 

many of the groups on the front lines of concerns with education 

and women, like Integra with i t s foous on early childhood 

education, PRODEMU working on vocational education for adult 

women and the Foundation for the Family which recognizes and 

supports families. 

The development of Chile's institutions stems from the 

resilience, courage and special talent of the Chilean people. We 

have worked closely with you as a partner as you have laid the 

foundations for broad-based econoaic growth here. 

Democracy, broad-based econoaic growth, poverty reduction, 

and environmental protection were the themes of the Summit of the 

Americas. They are the basis for our belief that the coming 

century can be one of prosperity for every nation of the 
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Americas. And, each of those p i l l a r s of the Sumait, to a 

considerable degree, revolves around one fundamental source of 

energy and purpose—the education of our peoples. 

Chile and the United States have long recognized the 

c r i t i c a l importance of education in the process of democratic 

change. We can see that one of the dominant themes of modern 

democratic govemments in this country, as in my own, has been 

the importance of education and the importance of insuring that 

women have f u l l access to learning. 

Thomas Jefferson, one of our founders, wrote: " I know of no 

safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the 

people themselves; and i f ve think them not enlightened enough to 

exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is 

not to take i t from them, but to inform their discretion by 

education." 

Both of our nations have understood that education is the 

stairway that offers every child the hope of reaching his or her 

dreams. 

In 1964, when President Eduardo Frei came to office he said, 

" I am here to give education to a l l the children of Chile, and to 

open to them a l l the opportunities, without another limit than 
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their own capacity, in the certainty that a people that overcomes 

ignorance inevitably defeats misery and servitude." 

His campaign identified 186,000 out-of-school youngsters and 

turned storerooms and offices into classrooms. 

To appreciate the educational advances of Chile and your 

fulfillment of the rhetoric of equality of education opportunity, 

one can look at a single fact: In 1970, nearly 16 per cent of the 

women employed in Chile vere in technical or professional 

positions when the comparable figure for the United States was 14 

per cent. 

That same Chilean commitment to education continues today 

and has yielded impressive rates of progress. Chile has achieved 

95% literacy, almost 100 per cent elementary school coverage, 76% 

secondary school coverage and a major commitment to 

decentra1i tat ion. 

Chile i s one of the leaders in the education reform 

revolution taking place in the hemisphere. And i t i s that 

revolution and the challenge of education that I would like to 

discuss with you today. 

That challenge extends beyond Chile to every country in the 

hemisphere including my own. 

B 
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At the Siumlt of the Americas, the plan of action stated, 

"Universal literacy and access to education at a l l levels, 

without distinction by race, national origin or gender, are an 

indispensable basic for sustainable social and cultural 

development, economic growth and democratic stability. 

Fundamentally, education must f u l f i l l i t s multiple roles: as 

a source of democratic citizenship and civic participation, as a 

creator of human capital and intemational competitiveness, and 

as an equalising mechanism of social opportunity. 

Those objectives are as relevant for the United States as 

they are for any country in the hemisphere. I t i s why President 

Clinton viewed investing in people as the core of his social 

agenda when he was elected. I t i s why we expanded Head Start 

programs to pre-school children and sought to make direct loans 

available to college students. 

We depend on today's students to build our economies 

tomorrow, to unravel the mysteries of untold scientific endeavors 

and to learn sore about human needs and human institutions and 

how to make them work effectively. 

The consensus Summit goal was to attain by the year 2010, a 

primary completion rate of 100% and a secondary enrollment rate 
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of at least 75% and to prepare prograas to eradicate Ill i t e r a c y , 

prevent truancy and improve huaan resources training. 

To aeet those goals, education reform in the Americas 

demands that ve address together the challenges of access, 

equity, and quality. They must be addressed together because they 

are closely and intricately bound together. 

Most of the region of the Americas offers access at the 

i n i t i a l school level to children 6 to 11 years of age. The 

average i s nearly 86%, not as good as Chile, but s t i l l far higher 

than other developing regions of the world. 

But, barely half of children finishing elementary school 

have access to further education. In more than a half dozen 

countries, that rate hovers around 30%. 

The level of access for women in countries with high 

indigenous populations continues to be unacceptably low, 

particularly for high school. 

The issue of quality of education is clear when we look at 

what happens to children once they get to school. I t i s estimated 

10 
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that 20% of children enter school late, 42% repeat the f i r s t 

grade, and barely 50% ever graduate froa eleaentary school. 

Estimates are that $4 billion i s spent each year on teaching 

primary school repeaters. 

Statistics for indigenous populations in several countries 

show average coapletion rates of less than four years of school 

for boys and even less for g i r l s . Part of the reason i s the lack 

of adequate f a c i l i t i e s ; part of the reason i s the lack of 

adequate teaching techniques; and part of the reason i s the lack 

of political w i l l . 

How can nations build vigorous economies when half of the 

potential work force never achieves a primary school education. 

Some of the countries in the hemisphere vith per capita income 

even higher than in Chile s t i l l have three out of every four 

entering children failing to complete elementary school. 

The Summit plan of action defined a fundamental strategy for 

responding to these challenges: 

First, i t called for adequate funding for decentralization 

of elementary and secondary education to expand access of 

opportunity and the quality of vhat i s taught in the schools 

11 
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through broad participation and engagement of parents, educators, 

and community and government leaders. 

Here in Chile the government's decision last year to 

increase public expenditure on education from 4.5% of GOP to 7% 

of GDP by 1999 sends a strong message to the entire region 

regarding the importance of education to Chile's plans for 

economic growth and social advance. 

Second, the Summit called for improved human resource 

training and technical, vocational, professional and teacher 

training as part of pursuit of an educated vork foroe equal to 

the demands of international competition. I t specifically charged 

business and the intemational financial institutions vith making 

worker education more relevant to the marketplace. 

Again in Chile, we can see in the program I just visited at 

the school, evidence of what can be done. Competency-based 

teaching innovations managed by a the Chilean NGO, CIDE, and 

supported by USAID have helped students from lower income 

backgrounds obtain the jobs s k i l l s needed for upward mobility. In 

the process, a public-private sector partnership in education has 

begun. 

12 



AIC/AA/LAC 202 547 9671 Page 14 Job 803 Oct•11 Wed 13:59 1995 

Third, the Surait directed a focus on the education of 

indigenous children and particularly gi r l s and vonen as i s 

essential in several countries in the Aaericas. Nations cannot 

afford to open the doors of learning to only half of their 

people. 

Finally, universities sust continue to be centers of 

learning and intellectual expansion even as they provide the 

c r i t i c a l level of preparation for our Nation's business, 

professional and political leaders. 

However, there nust be a careful exaaination to insure that 

government subsidies for those vho can easily pay for the highest 

levels of education do not absorb the resources necessary to 

assure access got the poor to the most basic levels of education. 

Surely as ve enter the 21st century, we can do better. 

In assuring access, equity and quality there are unique and 

exciting experiments in learning taking place in the Americas. 

Here in Chile, the 900 Scbools Program is one of those, 

targeting primary schools in poverty areas and concentrating on 

five fundamental areas of action: improving infrastructure; 

focusing on the child's world and awakening teacher awareness to 

13 
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the cultural backgrounds of students; distributing textbooks; 

creating a desire to read; and involving the conununity. 

A deaocratic perspective was woven throughout the program by 

calling on students, teachers, directors, supervisors, families 

and community to reward personal initiative, participation and 

responsibility and to break the vicious circle of poor 

achievement in school. 

In other countries, including my own and Canada, there are 

innovations in learning that we can share with each other. 

One of the initiatives of the Summit was the commitment to 

create a hemispheric Partnership for Education Revitalization in 

the Americas (PERA in English, PREA in Spanish). 

Its purpose i s to help countries adopt and implement 

effective education reform policies. PERA w i l l spread across the 

hemisphere the best examples of how countries meet the challenges 

of access, equity and quality in basic education for a l l 

children. 

PERA will be a consultative forum for governments, NGOs, and 

international organizations. I t v i l l identify and showcase the 

best programs and then disseminate and help countries replicate 

those innovative programs, adapting them to each individual 

national reality. 

14 
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I aa pleased to announced that the United States v i l l 

provide BOSS $3.75 ai l l i o n over the next five years to help fund 

that hesispheric partnership vith education leaders across the 

Americas to identify the most innovative policies and programs in 

gir l s and women's education, educational quality; school finance; 

decentralization; and school^performance evaluation. The PERA 

forum v i l l identify those programs, work to disseminate them and 

to help nations replicate them. 

An American poet, Robert Frost, once wrote of someone's 

death, 

"And nothing to look backward to with 

pride, 

"And nothing to look forward to with hope." 

We have the chance as ve approach the 21st century to look 

backward with pride on what we have done to open educational 

opportunity to a l l Americans. We have the chance to insure that 

every child can look forvard vith hope and in so doing we will 

strengthen our democracies, build our mutual prosperity and move 

us closer to just societies* 
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
REMARKS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CHILE 

SANTIAGO, CHILE 
OCTOBER 13, 1995 

It is a great honor for me to be with you here in Santiago. This is my 

first trip to South America, and I am delighted to have the chance to spend time 

in your country, which represents so much hope and promise for democracy 

and prosperity in our region of the world. 

For me, it is always a special pleasure to visit a University, and I am 

particularly delighted to visit the UnjyeFstty-oiLiZhile. I once heard someone say 

that "Chile's greatest export js :its ideas." It was a-refieFencejiot only to this 

country's many great writers, poets, philosophers and teachers, btft to an 
1 

approach to political and Economic reforms that has become a mpdel for many 

nations on this continent. 

Today, far too many nations around the world waste precious resources 

on building weapons of mass destruction, staging wars, and doing violence to 

basic human rights. Too often, natural resources are destroyed, and human ones 



exploited through socially irresponsible behavior. Today, too much time is 

spent in pursuit of power instead of in pursuit of peace and prosperity. 

What we see occurring in Chile, however, is the kind of progress that 

can be achieved when there is a genuine commitment to investing in people -

and that means investing in education and training, health care, and jobs and 

respecting the rights of every citizen, including women, to participate fully in 

the political life of their country. 

Chile and the United States share a commitment to democracy, social 

justice and equality of opportunity. We have worked together for many 

decades. I am pleased that we also have been partners with you here at the 

University of Chile, at the creation of the School of Geology and the Labor and 

Organization Department and in faculty exchanges that have resulted in joint 

scientific research. 

Improving the quality of teaching and schooling has been a principal 

focus of investment in both of our countries. That makes sense because 

education, universally, is a cornerstone of any strong and lasting democracy. 

I feel particularly keenly about this issue, not only because education has 

played such an important role in my own life as well as my husband's, but 

because around the world we have seen how the acquisition of knowledge and 



skills can lift whole groups of people out of poverty and dependence and into 

self-reliance and prosperity. 

I learned about this firsthand when my husband was governor of 

Arkansas, one of the poorest states in the United States. At the time he was 

first elected in 1978, Arkansas ranked almost at the bottom in national measures 

of education. For decades, there had been very little public support for the 

schools. And there were very few resources available with which to initiate 

reforms. 

I became chair of his education task force and I spent days and weeks 

and months traversing the state, talking to parents, teachers, community and 

business leaders. And an extraordinary thing happened in Arkansas: business 

leaders joined together to lobby the state legislature in support of a special tax 

to raise money for education. It was unheard of to ask for any kind of tax, let 

alone one for the public schools. 

But businesses, whose successes depended so heavily on the availability 

of an educated and skilled workforce, understood that better schools would 

mean better workers. And better workers would mean greater prosperity for 

individual families, communities, and for the state as a whole. 



Within a few years of the reform measure being approved, the quality of 

teachers and schools had improved, as had the standard of living of many 

people living in our state. 

I tell you this long story because it mirrors so much of what you have 

experienced here in Chile. Could Chile have succeeded in its transition to 

democracy, or in the achievement of lasting economic growth, or in the 

alleviation of poverty, without a commitment to education? 

Would the United States have endured as the longest living democracy 

without an education tradition that began with one-room schoolhouses on the 

western frontier and extended to a nationwide system of public universities? 

Throughout our hemisphere, we will continue to depend on today's 

students to build the economies of tomorrow and to afford working people the 

dream of middle-class life. 

Increasingly, the nations of our hemisphere are recognizing that education 

is central to our goals for the 21st century. For that reason, government leaders 

participating in the Summit of the Americas in Miami last year agreed to create 

a hemispheric Partnership for Education Reform Alternative. PERA will create 

a network of public and private institutions working in concert to asure that 



children throughout Latin America not only receive schooling but are trained to 

compete in the modern global economy. 

I am pleased to announce that the United States will provide some $3.75 

million over the next five years to help fund that hemispheric partnership with 

education leaders across the Americas to identify the most innovative policies 

and programs in girls and women's education, educational quality; school 

finance; decentralization; and school performance evaluation. The PERA forum 

will identify those programs, work to disseminate them and to help nations 

replicate them. 

Of course, education alone will not guarantee social and political 

progress. As was made clear at last year's Miami Summit — and made clear 

again at the international women's conference in Beijing — democracy, 

prosperity and social progress cannot be sustained in countries where women 

and girls are not valued as full and equal partners in society. 

Some of you, like me, had the privilege of attending the United Nations 

Fourth World Conference on Women last month. It was an extraordinary 

coming together that succeeded in focusing world attention on theissues that 

matter most to the lives of women and children. 



There were some — even in my country ~ who doubted that the 

conference would result in any call to action or change. But the coference 

achieved a remarkable consensus about what is needed to improve the lives of 

women around the world. More than 180 nations endorsed a documnt that 

reflects a new understanding that improving the lives of women makes for 

strong, healthy, and loving families ~ and that, in turn, if families are strong, 

communities and nations will be strong too. 

As I said in Beijing, the single most important message echoing forth 

from that conference is that human rights are women's rights — and women's 

rights are human rights. 

Now we must take the consensus of Miami and Beijing and move our 

hemisphere forward by ensuring that women and girls have the opportunity to 

fulfill their God-given potential in their homes, schools, communities and 

workplaces. 

Just yesterday, on my way here, I stopped in Nicaragua, a nation that has 

started down the path to democracy and a market economy. The transition has 

been difficult and about half the population continues to live in poverty. The 

first stop I made was at a tiny bank in a barrio in Managua. It is run by 30 

poor women who borrow modest amounts of money to invest in their own 



businesses. One woman told me she had started a bakery; another made 

mosquito netting; a third was a seamstress. Not only had these women 

organized themselves to improve their own circumstances, they were also 

improving the circumstances of their families and communities. They were 

taking control of their lives and their futures. One sign of their new self-esteem 

and determination was that they have a loan repayment rate of 100 percent. 

Small and seemingly insignificant initiatives such as these are changing 

lives and changing nations. And they are sprouting up all over the globe. In 

fact, one of the women at the bank in Managua asked me about my trip to India 

last spring, because she knew I had visited a similar bank there. 

Earlier today, I had the opportunity to visit Prodemu with your First 

Lady. Here again is a wonderful example of how we can reach out to women — 

through public and private institutions — and help them secure training and 

skills that enable them to get jobs and earn decent wages; the comprehensive 

health services they need throughout their lives; and develop networks like 

those offer them more opportunities to build better lives with scarce resources. 
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We have the chance as we approach the 21st century to look backward 

with pride on what we have done to open educational opportunity to all 

Americans. We have the chance to insure that every child can look forward 

with hope and in so doing we will strengthen our democracies, build our mutual 

prosperity and move us closer to just societies. 
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