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OEOB, Room 218 
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Dear Jessica, 

Enclosed are the newspaper a r t i c l e s t h a t you requested. As you can 
see, we received much e x c e l l e n t p u b l i c i t y from the President's 
v i s i t . 

We r e a l l y enjoyed working w i t h you t o plan the v i s i t . I t was 
t h r i l l i n g t o be a p a r t of the u n v e i l i n g of President C l i n t o n ' s 
w e l f a r e reform proposal. FUTURES p a r t i c i p a n t s and graduates were 
very much a f f i r m e d . Our FUTURES Advisory, s t a f f , and community 
partners w i l l long remember t h i s most meaningful v i s i t ! 

We a l l look forward t o continued success w i t h w e l f a r e reform. 
Please l e t us know a t any time of any way we can be of s e r v i c e . 

Sinc e r e l y , 

Diane P a t r i c k , 
FUTURES Program Manager 
816-889-2447 

Enclosure 
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"AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER" 
services provided on a nondiscriminatory basis 
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KCtrip 
A welfare-reform plan.: 
will be unveiled Tuesday. It's 
his second visit in 10 weeks^ 
By STEVE KRASKE 
Political Correspondeni 

President Clinton will visit Kansas 
City on Tuesday to announce his plaS 
to reform the nation's welfare system. ;• ' 

In his second trip to the city in Id 
weeks, the president is expected id 
make a speech and possibly visit a 
worker retraining center. .t \ 

U.S. Rep. Alan Wheat, whose office 
announced the trip, said the president 
would .̂peview the Futures program,' 
which IS aimed at helping Missouri famr 
ilies move off welfare. 

"I'm proud that the president will be 
coming here to talk about his welfare-
reform plan while learning about Kan­
sas City's successful Futures program,", 
Wheat said in a written statement. • 

The White House on Saturday would 
confirm only that Clinton would beJn' 
Kansas City. Details of the trip were to 
be released today. 

It was unclear Saturday why Clinton 
See C L I N T O N , A-16, Col. 1 
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Clinton to visit Kansas City 
Continued from A-1 
wanted to return to Kansas City to 
make his announcement. He con­
ducted a town hall meeting at an 
area television station April 7 as 
part of his effort to boost his na­
tional health-care refonn plan. 

That visit had political over­
tones because it included a trip to 
Topeka, where Clinton was photo­
graphed with U.S. Rep. Jim Slat-
tcry. The congressman is consid­
ered the front-running Demo­
cratic candidate for Kansas gover­
nor and a key swing vote on 
health-care reform. 

Wheat, a Democrat, is engaged 
in a spirited three-way battle for 
his;; party's nomination for the 
U.S. Senate. Standing shoulder to 
shoulder with the president, even 
one as embattled as Clinton, could 
boost his stature. 

Another prominent Senate can­
didate, Democrat ^Marsha Mur­
phy, recently appeared to distance 
herself from the president, saying 
she'd rather campaign on her own 
instead of with Clinton. At the 
lime, the Jackson County execu­
tive did not know the president 
would be coming this month. 

Clinton's appearance with 
Wheal, coming on the heels of 
Murphy's comments, could make 
the president himself an issue in 
the Senate race. 

The president's welfare plan is 
expected to take a back seat to his 
push for universal health-care 
coverage and is not expected to 
pass this year. 
• Still, details about the plan have 

been leaked out of Washington in 

recent days, and some members of 
Congress have said Clinton would 
be wise to have a welfare bill in 
place in case his health-care plan 
falters. 

The president's.plan calls for a 
24-month limit on cash benefits 
for recipients of Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children, the na­
tion's main cash-assistance pro­
gram. Parents who exhausted 
their benefits and were unable to 

. find a job would be enrolled in a 
subsidized job or community ser­
vice program paying the rtiini-
mum wage. 

Futures, a state program funded 
primarily by the federal govern­
ment, has been doing , close to 
what Clinton wants to achieve 
since it began in 1991. 

The voluntary program designs 
individual plans for each partici­
pant and helps them with educa­
tion or job-training skills. Support 
services, such as transportation or 
day care, are provided. 

"We feel it is unique in its ap­
proach and hope it is a model for 
others," said Diane Patrick, pro­
gram manager for Futures. She 
declined to comment Saturday on 
whether White House officials 
had contacted her about Clinton's 
visit. 

Patrick said 240 persons had 
graduated since the program 
began in Jackson, Platte and Clay 
counties. About 1,100 people are 
in the program now, and about 
600 are on waiting lists. 

"We try to achieve long-term 
sufficiency," Patrick said. 

The Futures program in Mis­
souri was made possible through 

passage of the Family Support Act 
of 1988. 

Wheat, a longtime advocate of 
welfare reform, said he had called 
Clinton's attention to Futures. He 
proposed his own welfare-reform 
plan in May with a group of about 
90 moderate to conservative 
Democrats known as the Main­
stream Forum. 

The plan emphasizes jobs over 
training and education. It would 
force welfare recipients lo look for 
a job as a condition of receiving 
benefits. 

"Reforming our welfare system 
is a top priority of mine — and of 
the president's," Wheat said. 
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Clinton's welfare program 
called a work in progress 
Much of the package is subject to change; 
some cjuestipn whether it goes far enough. 

By BILL NORTON 
Staff Writer \ 

•-As Witii much of his domestic 
policy to date. President Clinton's 
plan: "to end welfare as we know 
it" is a work in progress. Here are 
a few elements, although they are 
subject to change: 

• Cost: As of last week, $9.3 
billion to be spent over five years. 
That's down from the original $ 15 
billion to $ 16 billion. 

Flashpoint: Spending. Some re­
formers are upset because Clinton 
plans to spend less. But he doesn't 
want to pay for this reform with a 

- tax increase. That irritates sup­
porters of programs to be 
trinimed, such as Supplemental 
Security Income for elderly im­

migrants and the environmental 
Superfimd cleanup program. 

• Target: Young, unwed 
mothers who receive Aid to Fami­
lies with Diependent Children. 
Forty-two percent of America's 5 
million welfare families are head­
ed by teen-age moms. 

The Plan: No work, no welfare. 
Here is the nub of reform costs. 
The president pledged to bridge 
the gap between welfare depen­
dence and private sector employ­
ment by subsidizing a recipient's 
schooling, job training, job find­
ing fees, child care and health care 
— even government subsidized 
jobs. , 

Flashpoint: Weak job market. 
During the 1992 campaign, 
Clinton stumped on the slogan. 

"two years and out," the notion 
that a welfare recipient had two 
years to find a job or lose govern­
ment support. Late last week, the 
administration softened a tad, 
saying people who made "good 
faith efforts" to find private seaor 
jobs — but couldn't — could stay 
on government subsidized jobs 
two more years. 

A problem: In some sectors, jobs 
that pay more than welfare are 
scarce. Still to be worked out: 
What if someone still can't find a 
job? 

• Goal: Fewer babies by wel­
fare mothers. Called "family 
caps," analogous to salary caps in 
pro sports. The administration 
wants to deny extra welfare ben­
efits to welfare moms who keep 
having children. 

Flashpoint: So controversial it 
could fuse abortion opponents 
and feminists in opposition. 
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Political and practical 
needs guide Clinton's 
return to Kansas City 
By STEVE KRASKE 
Poinical Correspondent 

Presidents don't just drop into 
major cities. They have reasons — 
both practical and political — 
that dictate where they go. 

President Cfinton has a basket­
ful of each as he prepares for his 
trip to Kansas City Tuesday. 

The visit; which will feature the 
announcement of his national 
welfare reform plan, marks the 
second time Clinton has stopped 

here since April 7. It is unustial for 
a president to visit a city twice in 
only 10 weeks unless he is running 
for re-election. 

But Kansas City Mayor Eman­
uel Cleaver and others said Sun­
day that compelling consider­
ations drew Clinton back again. 

"This is, in my estimation, the 
most natural spot for the presi­
dent," Cleaver said. 

Sparking Clinton's interest in 
Kansas City is the area's recep-

See CLINTON'S, A-6, Col. 1 
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Clinton's KC trip is second in 10 weeks 
Continued from A-1 

livcncss lo welfare reform. A sc­
ries of innovalivc programs arc 
under way here, officinls said, and 
the Missouri General A.vsembly 
this year passed a major welfare 
package similar to Clinlon's. 

"This is an easy pl.icc to kick it 
ofT," Woody Ovcrlon, who head­
ed Clinlon's 1992 Missouri cam­
paign, said aboul ihe president's 
welfare plan, which is called the 
Work and Responsibility Acl. 

Gov. Mel Carnahan, a Dcmo-
cral, said in an interview Sunday 
thai he expcclcd Clinton's team lo 
incorporate ideas from the Mis­
souri plan into the national effort. 

"1 think ihcy recognize that this 
is a place where we have some 
welfare programs thai work," he 
said. 

Cleaver said he was told by 
While House officials Sunday that 
the president orieinally planned to 
give his speech in Wilmington, 
Del. But he changed his mind 
afler reviewing Missouri's pro­
grams. 

"It was the president's personal 
decision lo come to Kansas City," 
the mayor said. 

The president may have other 
reasons for iravcling here. The 
trip gels him out of Washington, 
where he has taken a critical 
pounding in recent months, and 
into Missouri, which Clinton won 
handily in Ihc 1992 presidential 
Cacc... „. 
rr-And Clinton has close tics with 
iQeavcr,'Camahan and U.S. Rep. 
.Alan- Wheal of Kansas City, a 
longtime welfare reform advocate. 
r-One ' other residual benefit 
could be the boost in stature 
Clinton gives to Wheat, who is a 
candidate for the Democratic 
nomination .10 the U.S. Senate. 
.< ..think it will dramatize 
.Wheat's potential effectiveness in 
the Senate because it will show he 
already has the car of the presi­
dent," Cleaver said. 

The Missouri race is considered 
a key battleground as Democrats 

President Clinton tentatively 
is scheduled lo arrive at I 1:30 
a.m. Tuesday al the TWA 
Overhaul Uasc at Kansas City 
International Airport. 

Mc will announce his welfare 
package in a speech at 12:30 
p.m. at the Commerce Uank, 
922 Walnut St. 

The event is closed lo the 
public. The White House said 

it would invite 250 people, in­
cluding local, stale and na­
tional welfare experts. 

Also in the audience will be 
people who have successfully 
gotten off welfare and hold pri­
vate jobs. Clinton may meet 
with them after his speech. 

The president is scheduled lo 
depart for Washington at 3:15 
p.m. 

jority. One of Wheat's main Dem­
ocratic rivals, Jackson County Ex­
ecutive Marsha Murphy, is ex­
pected to be invited to Tuesday's 
events. 

But there is little doubt the 
main purpose of Tuesday's trip is 
to highlight the urgency of welfare 
reform. Improving the system has 
been a Clinton objective from the 
earliest days of his administration 
when he promised to "end welfare 
as we know it." 

Wheat, who is sponsoring a wel­
fare reform bill this year with 
other Democratic members of 
Congress, said some of Kansas 
City's welfare programs sland out 
because they involve public agen­
cies working with private busi­

nesses. The arrangement ensures 
thai graduates of welfare pro­
grams gel jobs when Ihey are 
ready. 

Education and job training are 
necessary components of any wel­
fare reform plan. Wheat said. 
"Uul if there's not a job waiting, 
all of this may be for naughl." 

One of those programs offered 
in Kansas City is called the 21st 
Century. It allows a person's wel­
fare payments and Ihe cash value 
of his food stamps to subsidize 
wages for jobs created in low-
income neighborhoods. 

Another program that Clinton 
reportedly will review in Kansas 
City is Futures, which designs in­
dividual plans for volunteer par­

ticipants and helps ihcm with ed­
ucation and job-training skills. 

A similar program that has 
drawn ihc interest of the While 
House is the nearly 8-year-old 
Women's nmploymenl Network 
that focuses heavily on employ­
ment preparation and self esteem, 
said Uelh K. Smith, ihc network's 
board chairwoman. 

"It is a step back before you can 
go forward," Smith said. "All Ihc 
skill training and job readiness in 
the world won't work unless a 
woman can gel out of bed in llic 
morning and have some sense slic 
can do it." 

Some details of the prcsidcnl's 
plan already have been released. 
Clinton wants lo place a 24-
month limit on cash benefits. Par­
ents who exhaust their beneflls 
and cannot find a job would be 
enrolled in a subsidized job or 
community service program that 
pays minimum wage. 

The proposal that passed the 
General Assembly in Jefferson 
City this year calls for a written 
pact between the stale and the 
welfare recipient. The recipient 
would have four years lo reach 
agreed-upon goals or risk having 
benefits reduced. 
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What's wrong with welfare? 
Women find 
that having a job 
just doesn't pay 

Clinton's day in 
Kansas City 

By DONALD BRADLEY 
SuffWritBf 

President Clintan, meet Karla. 
She's not an economist or a social scientist, but 

maybe her story can help you talk about the need to 
reform America's welfare system. 

Karla is 31, a Midtown single mother of four. To 
protea her identity, her last name is not being print­
ed. She was receiving $342 a month in welfare — 
most of which went toward rent — and $430 a 
month in food stamps. 

Then she got a job as a waitress earning $463 a 
month. Because of the job, she eventually lost all of 
her welfare and $300 of the food stamps. She also 
lost Medicaid for two of her children. 

By going to work, her income dropped to $593 
See WOMEN, A-8, Col. 5 

• Noon: The president 
arrives at the TWA Over­
haul Base at KCI. He is 
to be accompanied by 
Health and Human 
Services Secretary Donna 
Shalala. 
• 12:45 p.m.: The president announces 
his welfare proposal at Commerce Bank, 
922 Walnut St. The speech is closed to 
the public. 
• 3:15 p.m.: Clinton departs Kansas City 
from KCI. 

All three TV networks and KCUR-FM, 89.3, 
will broadcast the president's speech live. 

INSIDE: The Clintons are 
questioned under oath by the 
Whitewater special counsel. A-3 
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President's plan 
falls short of task, 
some critics say 
Bv JAMES K.UHNHENN 
and JAKE THOMPSON 
Sti l f W i i l a i l 

W A S H I N G T O N — As Presi­
dent Cl in ton prepared to unveil 
his welfare-reform proposal today 
in Kansas Ci ty , Republicans and 
conservatives complained it d id 
noi l ive up to its promise. 

"The rhetoric doesn't match the 
reality of the j i l u a l i o n , " Sen. 
Nancy Kassebaum, a Kansas Re­
publican, said Monday. " I th ink 
Ihis is a modest, incremental 
step." 

Instead of "end ing welfare as 
we know i t , " the plan was cr i t i ­
cized for affecling only a small 
percentage of welfare recipients 
— pr imar i ly women — and allow­
ing some people to remain on gov­
ernment work programs indef i ­
n i te ly . Cr i t i cs also accused 
Cl in ion o f t ry ing to gain pol i t ical 
favor and protect Democrats in 
the-mids l o f congressional elec­
tions. 

St i l l , elements o f the Cl in ton 
plan would signincantly change 
current welfare policy and em­
brace themes advanced by stale 
welfare directors. 

According to a Whi te House 
briering paper distr ibuted to key 
lawmakers, the S9 b i l l ion Cl in ton 
plan means: 

• Women welfare recipients 
born after Dec. 3 1 . 1971. would 
be restricted to a l i fet ime maxi­
mum o f 24 months o f cash aid. 

, • Recipients who could not 
;f ind private-sector jobs wi th in 
' i \ i o years would be eligible for one 
;ytar of subsidized, public-sector 
vKork. Participants would then 
S L V C to search anew for a private 
Dob but could enrol l again in subsi-
:d«ed work i f unsuccessful. 
'.'^,9 Hospitals would be required 
lOTStablish a chi ld 's paternity at 
b i r th , and a woman applying for 
wplfare would have to name and 
•help f ind her chi ld 's father before 
!rc(:civing bcncnis. 
•• 'The proposal would streamline 
'joclfarc programs to improve jo l i -
. i rs ininf cfTons and give stales 

more f lexibi l i ty — goals o f ihc 
American Public Welfare .Associa­
t ion , which represents siaie wel­
fare directors. 

The president's plan would be 
considerably cheaper than the S15 
bi l l ion proposed by . the associa-
l ion , raising worries that the costs 
of welfare changes might simply 
shift to the states. 

St i l l . Gary Stangler, director of 
the Missouri Departmcnl o f So­
cial Services, said he was opt imis­
tic about the Cl in ion plan. 

Stangler met about a year ago 
wi th Bruce Reed, a Whi te House 
aide assigned lo the welfare issue, 
and introduced h im to Kansas 
Ci ty programs that C l in ion was 
expected to highlight today in his 
visit. 

Wi l l Marshal, executive direc­
tor o f the Progressive Policy Insti­
tute, a think tank for centrist 
Democrats, said; " I th ink lhat this 
is a solid stan. C l in ton has 
changed the terms o f the debate so 
that we're talking about sclf-
sufTiciency rather than welfare." 

W h i l e conservat ives com­
plained that Cl in ton had caved in 
to liberals, some left-leaning advo­
cates o f the poor also voiced un­
easiness over the plan. They ar­
gued that the economy was not 
creating enough jobs to account 
for the number o f people who 
would be phased out of welfare. 

" I t seems like odd t im ing to be 
pushing hard to get women wi th 
chi ldren who are among the least 
skilled into a tight labor market . " 
said Kalhcr ine McFatc. associate 
director of social policy ai the 
Joint Center for Poli t ical and Eco­
nomic Studies. 

Wi l l i am Kr is to l , an inf luential 
conservative voice who ha.s 
helped marshal opposit ion to 
Cl inton's hcalth-carc plan, called 
on Republicans to reject the presi­
dent's welfare proposal. 

"Coming as i i docs after an ex-
traordinar>' I ' ' -month delay, and 
al the very- moment when his 
ticallh-carc plan tcciers on Ihi ' 
brink of cx i inct ion. Ihc welfare-
reform I'K campaign now under 

K̂ntonlswelfiare 
refonn plan 

Highlights ol Ihe president's new plan to overhaul the wellare system: 

• Spend S9.3 billion over live years on job training, child care, teen 
pregnancy prevention and public service jobs lor wellare recipients 

• Leave Ihe current wellare system largely intact lor welfare 
mothers born before 1972 

• Target educdlion, training on welfare molhers born in 1972 or laler 

• A 24-month, lifetime limit on cash benefits lor welfare recipients 
over the age of 18. After the 24 months, they would be required lo 
work in taxpayer-financed public service jobs if they did not get 
jobs on Iheir own. 

• Allow recipients lo remain in public service jobs il they can't find 
private employment 
H End wellare benefits for recipients who refuse to stay in school, 
look for work, go to job training or accept job offer 
• Guarantee child care lo welfare recipients during education, 
training programs and lor one year after they leave welfare for the 
woridorce 
• Allow states to limit additional t)enelils for children conceived by 
women on wellare 
• Initiate a national campaign against teen pregnancy; provide 
grants lo about 1.000 middle and high schools lor teen pregnancy 
programs 
• Discourage unwed motherhood among teens by refusing to issue 
separate wellare checks to minors living apart from parents or 
responsible adult 
• Require hospitals to establish paternity al birth as a way lo 
improve child support collections 
• Establish a national child support clearinghouse with registries of 
parents who owe child support 

• Withhold wages and suspjend professional and 
occupational licenses and driver's licenses from lathers who 
fail to pay child support 
• l^uch ol Ihe money for the plan comes from cuts in social 
spending and restriction on health and welfare tsenelits for legal 
immigrants whose relatives can afford to support them. 

Souice: SuininjrY ol Citnton plan provided 10 Congress Knighi-Ridder Tribune 

way is the Cl inton administrat ion 
at its most cynical," Kr is to l said 
in an open letter to Republican 
leaders. 

" Is this the same Wi l l i am Kris­
tol who said health care is not 3 
crisis?" said Rep. Alan Wheal, a 
C l in ion ally and backer o f a plan 
simi lar to the president's. "1 don't 
think most Republicans share that 
cynical approach to government." 

Wheat, a Democrat f rom Kan­
sas Ci ty , is one o f several Kansas 
and Missouri lawmakers who 
have staked out crucial roles in 
the welfare-reform debate. 

Others who have drafted wel­
fare-reform legislation include 
Kassebaum. Sen. K i t Bond o f 
Missour i . Rep. Jan Meyers o f 
Overland Park and Rep. J im Tal­
ent of Missouri. A l l are Re­
publicans. 

Bond, w'hu has introduced the 
only hipanis.in welfare reform 
proposal « i i l i Dcmocral ic Sen. 

T o m Harkin of Iowa, complained 
that by l imi t ing itself to women 
bom in 1972 or later, Cl inton's 
proposal would target only 5 per­
cent of welfare beneficiaries. 

"Tha t means the welfare culture 
. . . w i l l get a free r ide , " he said. 
"They're getting of f scol-frcc." 

By comparison, he said, his and 
Harkin's bi l l would alTect 60 per­
cent of the welfare population by 
the year 2,000 and 90 percent by 
2002. 

Kassebaum. who has intro­
duced a bi l l to send all welfare re­
sponsibilities to the states and 
give all oversight for Medicaid to 
the federal govemmenl. said 
Cl inton's proposal to keep partici­
pants in communi ty service jobs 
unt i l they f ind private jobs could 
cost far more than his $9 bi l l ion 
estimate. 

"Where's the mone\' for all 
this?" she said. 

Women suffered 
the system's flaws 
Cont inued f rom A-1 

from $772. 
"Plus I had to buy uniforms and 

pay for bus fare." Karla said Mon­
day. " I really wanted 10 work, be­
cause 1 was tired of s i l l ing around 
and 1 wanted things Ibr my kids, 
but I couldn't afford i l al'icr a 
whi le . " 

Bingo, said Sister Bena Sailer, 
director of Si. Vincent's Family 
Service day-care center at 31st 
Street and Troosl .Avenue. 

"Kar la should have been re­
warded for getting oul and gelling 
a j o b . " she said. "But instead, it 
was like the system wanted to put 
her back in her place. She made a 
sound economic decision by quit­
t ing her j o b . " 

Sailer co-founded Si. Vincent's 
25 years ago 10 serve poor fami­
lies. More lhan half of ihe parents 
o f the center's 240 chi ldren re­
ceive welfare benellts. 

"Ge t t ing olT welfare and going 
to work must be an improvement 
in their l ives," she said. " I f not, 
what's Ihc motivation? These 
moms have kids 10 care for. 

"Suburban America might say 
these molhers are lazy for noi 
working. No, these molhers are 
smart . " 

Here's what Sailer would like to 
see included in the president's 
plan: 

• Parents must noi lose health 
coverage by taking a job. 

• Child-care benefits musi be 
expanded, because parents can' l 
pay for chi ld care wi th a m in i ­
mum-wage job. 

• Benefits must keep coming 
for a year or so afier the recipient 
lands a job and then decrease 
gradually. 

• Finally, there must be jobs 
— in the neighborhoods where 
parents l ive, because many don' l 
have transportation. 

" Y o u can have the best voca­
tional training in the wor ld , but it 
doesn't do a bit of good i f iherc 
are no jobs , " Sailer said. 

" O u r moms gel offered jobs as 
dishwashers oul in Johnson Coun­
ty. They can'l lake jobs oul there. 
The bus lines quit running by the 
t ime they get of f work. " 

The biggest and mosi baffling 
problem 10 her is child care. 

As long as a welfare recipient is 

in school or vocaiional training, 
she can receive free child care 
through Slate subsidies. Uui :hJi 
aid ends when she gets a job. 

"There's at least a year's wan­
ing list 10 get child-care moncv 
when you go 10 work . " Sailer said. 
"The system would rather seek 
out the one woman who doesii i 
want a job and they say, Wc'ri ; 
going to make you work! ' " 

Another problem is ihe rule ihai 
prohibits a man from l iv ing in a 
single mother's home i f she is re­
ceiving welfare. 

"We all know how imponani 
having two parents around is lor 
chi ldren, but as soon as a man 
moves in . the woman loses her 
benefits," Sailer said. 

Mae Richardson has been there 
She used to be a welfare mother 
before she managed 10 get off. 

"They would come in ani! 
search your house for a man s 
shoes," she said. " A n d they would 
ask when was the last t ime you 
slept wi th h im . That was degrad­
ing." 

Richardson said the monthh 
checks are so small lhat the rccipi 
ent can't do much other than sit a; 
home. And famil ies sulTer because 
their clothes, toys and food aren 
as nice as other famil ies'. 

"1 don ' l know i f 1 could gci 01 
today." she added. ' I t 's a lot casi 
er to gel on than i l is to gel olT. l i 
almost l ike they want to keep yoi 
there." 

When Richardson was on »e; 
fare, her month ly payments wcr. 
augmented by a rent subsidy. 

Today there is a great shonapr 
of rent aid, said David English. :i 
program developer ai St. V in ­
cent's. 

"Single mothers on welfare can 
noi afford rent." English said. 
"We've got all these nomadic fam 
ilies moving every two or three 
months, because that's how long 11 
takes to throw them out of ar. 
apartment." 

Sailer Ihinks the system is si 
flawed lhat reform might be im­
possible. 

" W e might have to stan fron'. 
scratch." Sailer said. " I just k n o " 
lhat we need a govcrnmeni tha; 
spends less on armies, oi l compa­
nies and tobacco growers anc; 
more 10 help poor working moih 
ers." 
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Whaf s wrong with welfare? 
Missouri programs 
help trim the rolls 
By MATT CAMPBELL. 
BILL NORTON 
and MARY SANCHEZ 
Slatl Writers 

Three Missouri programs 
aimed at turning welfare depen­
dents inlo workers will gel presi­
dential scrutiny today when Bill 
Clinton comes to Kansas City to 
plug his own welfare-reform plan. 

Two of the programs, the stale-
run Futures and the nonprofit 
Women's Employment Network, 
have a track record of removing 
people from the welfare rolls. An­
other state program, 21st Century 
Communities, will start in July 
and build on the Futures effort. 

. Vicki Phelps, a 34-year-old 
mother of three, credits the em­

ployment network with ending a j 
five-year reliance on welfare ; 
checks. 

For 19 months she has been a 
computer operator for Con­
tinuum Vantage, a local company 
thai provides services for insur­
ance companies. She also attends 
Penn Valley Community College 
at night. 

Phelps said the network topples 
barriers. 

"The reason most women can't 
go back to work is they can'l af­
ford child care or transportation," 
she said. "They don't have skills 
to write resumes. Sometimes they 
don't have the self-esteem, don't 
have clothing." 

The employment network helps 
See MISSOURI, A-9, Col. 1 
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Missouri programs trim the rolls 
Continued from A-1 

with all that, and on a personal 
level. 

"You're noi a number," Phelps 
said. "The counselors give a great 
deal of attention lo each person." 

Most of the women come inlo 
the iietwork dejected, literally 
looking downward. When they 
graduate they have "a very real 
turnaround," said director Leigh 
Kline. 

It requires a commitment of 
four weeks of all-day classes. 
Teachers are on-site to help some 
women pass high school equiva­
lency tests. After training, the net­
work helps the women find jobs 
and keeps track of them. 

Ah average of 30 women gradu­
ate each month — about 1,700 
since 1986. The job-placement 
rate is 75 percent to 80 percent. 
Some even go on to an entrepre­
neurial program lo start their own 
businesses. 

"We help them train for a ca­
reer, not the first fast-food job," 
said Beth K. Smith, network 
chairwoman. "We don't want to 
create the working poor." 

PKelps is glad to see the 
Women's Employment Network 
approach being viewed as a model 
for welfare reform. 

"It should be given a chance to 
work on a bigger scale," she said. 
"Now they are only equipped to 
take 30 to 35 women every 
month. I know that there are hun­
dreds that need to be doing i t ." 

A future with Futures 
Alfreda Gipson was working 

part time, usually as a waitress. 
And she was taking computer 
classes al a business college that 
closed unexpectedly. 

She had an infant son and a 
daughter. What she didn't have 
was a partner to help pay the way. 

"V/hen the baby got sick, that 
was.it," Gipson said. " I l was ei-

Vlckl Phalps 
. . . spent five years on welfare 

President Clinton 

1066 
To hear excerpts from Presi­
dent Clinton's speech today 
In Kansas City, or to leave 
comments about if. call (816) 
889-7827 and enter 1066 
after 3 p.m. 

Iher get (he baby's medicine or 
buy the bus pass (to school). I got 
the baby's medicine." 

The dilemma d/bve her to apply 
for Aid to Families with Depen­
dent Children eight years ago 
when she was 20. 

Sometimes she found work and 
dropped off (he rolls. " I was al­
ways doing something. It's not 
like they all make it seem, that 
you're just sitting around the 
house, drawing checks," Gipson 
said. "But you can't make too 
much money. They put you o f f ' 
the rolls. 

In 1992 she discovered Futures, 

Alfreda Qlpson 
. . . freedom came with Job 
a local variation on a federal job-
training program coordinated by 
the Missouri Division of Family 
Services. 

TTie program provided her com­
puter training, child-care expenses 
and bus fare and allowed her to 
keep receiving benefits from the 
state, especially Medicaid. 

She look classes in survival 
skills, such as managing her 
money and child rearing. 

Most important, she said, she 
was assigned an advocate, some­
one she could talk to one-on-one. 

"Mine became my best friend," 
she said. 

She stayed 18 months; the ten­
ure depends on the individual's 
needs. She shopped for jobs. Not 
everyone was impressed. "A lot of 
people don't want to give you a 
chance." 

TTien the Futures program had 
a clerk-typist opening. Now she 
handles the Futures waiting list, 
which has more than 6,000 
names. 

With the job comes health in­
surance and freedom. 

" I don't get anything from the 
slate liow," she said. 

"They consider me a success 
story, but I don't think I'm 
through with it yet." 

She intends to return to college 
and to send her two children as 
well. 

A new twist 
The 21st Century Communities 

program will require participants 
to work for their welfare benefits, 
which will be supplemented by 
local cmploycn. 

The stale will give employers 
the dollar equivalent of Aid to 
Families with Dependent Chil­
dren and food stamp benefits to 
help subsidize the cost of hiring 
welfare recipients. 

For example, i f the cash value 
of Aid to Families with Depen­
dent Children and food stamps is 
$3.08 an hour, the employer 
would supplement lhat by $3.50 
so that the actual wage would be 
$6.58 an hour, said Bert Berkley, 
chairman of the board for Tension 
Envelope Corp. and a strong sup­
porter of the program. 

By allowing only companies 
that create new job* to participate, 
the program ensures that no one is 
laid off or displaced by the pro­
gram. Organizers hope the job op­
portunities will allow people lo 
eventually leave the welfare sys­
tem. 

"I t is essential-that these are 
new jobs," Berkley said. "We're 
trying to make this an opportunity 
for people to raise themselves up 
by their bootstraps." 

The program also allows people 
to retain medical and day-care 
benefits, said Paula Cardello, dep­
uty coordinator of the Local In­
vestment Commission. 

The comriission is a com-
niunity-based group Jhat is help­
ing the Missouri Department of 
Social Services oversee the 21 si 
Century Communities program 

Women off welfare 
to talk with Clinton 
I'.y MATT CAMPBELL 
and BILL NORTON 
Slatt Wtllers 

President Clinton will mecl 
today with al least four area 
women who made the transi­
tion from welfare to work 
force. 

The women, whose names 
were forwarded to the White 
House by the local Women's 
Employment Network and 
Missouri's Futures program, 
were expected to add a positive 
S[iin to the administration's na­
tional welfare-reform plan. 

The women are to receive a 
|i/i-hour briefing with White 
House officials 'before their 
meeting with Clinton, said Ar-
lenda Moffitt, a 26-year-old 
Kansas City mother who has 
been on and off welfare since 
1986. 

She recently began earning 
$7 an hour working in cus­
tomer service for Pitney Bowes 
Management Services and is 
supporting her two children. 

Moffitt, who went through 
Ihj network training program 
and now is enrolled in Futures, 
said she was eager to tell 
Clinton about her success. 

Other women set lo meet 
wiih Clinton include Pamela 
Ruhnke of Independence and 

Vicki Phelps and Birdclla 
Smith of Kansas City. 

In 1989 Ruhnke was working 
three jobs but was slill unable 
to support her three children. 
She made loo much money lo 
qualify for welfare, so she quil 
two of her jobs and reapplied. 

Tiirough Futures, she re­
ceived educational and job-
training help and now earns 
$7.35 an hour .is an apprentice 
with Gates Sheet Metal Indus­
tries. She could work her way 
up 10 earning more than $20 an 
hour. 

Phelps, 34, is another gradu­
ate of the Women's Employ­
ment Network. Medical prob­
lems forced her to leave her in­
surance company job in 1987, 
and she received welfare checks, 
for five years. 

Phelps, a single mother of 
three, now earns $ I 5,000 annu­
ally at Continuum Vantage, su­
pervises three persons and han­
dles billings for 700 clients. 

Smith, also 34 and the moth­
er of three, had been on and off 
welfare for years before Futures 
and the Women's Employment 
Network helped her get a secre­
tarial job at Hellmulh Obala & 
Kassabaum Architects. She 
earns $6.75 an hour with full 
benefits. 

and Ciller welfare reform efforts. 
Berkley is a founder of the com­
mission. 

Kansas City is the only city in 
the n.-.tion piloting the 21st Cen­
tury program. 

Gecrgeanna Designs, a Kansas 
City greeting card assembly com­
pany, is the first company to join 
the program, bul other businesses 
have i;xpressed interest, Cardello 

said. 
"We're looking at i l as an op­

portunity for people who haven't 
had job opportunities before," 
Cardello said. 
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Welfare-to-work tales lead Clinton to Commerce Bank 
ByTEDSICKINGER 
5taff Writer 

If you need to make an ATM 
withdrawal at 922 Walnut' St. 
today, you had better think again. 

The president is coming. 
Commerce Bank of Kansas City 

will play host to 250 guests from 
across Kansas City and to 150 
ioiimalisls from across the coun­

try as President Clinton unveils 
his welfare reform initiative there. 

"Things arc pretty exciting 
around here," said Jonathan M. 
Kemper, president and chief ex­
ecutive officer of Commerce Bank 
of Kansas City. " I t's hard to imag­
ine a more prestigious guest to 
have al the bank." 

Nor one who involves so much 
preparation. Normal banking al 

thai location will come lo a halt. 
Staff members have been trans­
ferred to a neighboring branch to 
handle the overflow business lhat 
is anticipated as customers .dis­
cover their branch has been over­
run. 

Why Commerce? 
'."Commerce is one of many or­

ganizations in Kansas City lhat 
have successfully hired people and 

moved them from welfare to 
work," said a White House aide 
who helped organize the presi­
dent's visit. "Wc looked at a num­
ber of locations. Commerce 
worked logistically." 

A White House advance team 
was sent out Friday 10 look al pro­
spective speech sites. Us concerns 
included such logistics as security, 
acoustics, space available and the 

television friendliness of the pc 
dium from which the preside: 
will speak. 

The While House learn als 
considered Payless Cashways Inc 
the Kansas City building 
materials retailer, bul quickl 
ruled i l oul for security reason. 
Eleven floors of balconies su: 
round the atrium where the prcs 
dent would have spoken. 
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Training, 
jobs pushed 
in KC speech 

Uy S l EVi; KK.XSKL 
Political C.:.ife:;H0na(3iu 

Using a Kansas ( iiy banK l.il/by :ib 
his setting, Presiileni CliiUoii ui; i u.s-
day unveiled a fcdcial \veliaie leliiiiii 
plan thai I'ur llie first lime wi.ulil in ­
quire some rcciiiieiiis lo woik. 

" I really believe llial .'-e luive a 
chance finally to replace JciJeiuienee 
with iiidcpendeiiee, welfare v illi 'voil. ." 
Cliiiloii told a crowd iif 150 ai the (.'u.ii• 
nicrce Bank, 922 Walniii .Si 

"Let's go do i t ," lie said. 
The president, wlio was his 

second trip lo the city in 10 weeks, saiii 
he would submit his luinj-awailed ami 
delayed plan lo Congress '••.•illiiii a Ie-.'. 
days. The bill, however, is e.vijeiucl 
bog down this year beliiiul ilie e.'en 
more complicated liealili-cai e bill 

Throughout Ihe president's i i -
minute address, Kansas (^ily people an.I 
programs, such as ihe Women's l;in 
ploynieiil Network, were given piumi 
ncnl attenliuii. 

Clinion was iiUiodiiced by \ 'IJIIIIIJ;I 
Magee, a 21-ycar-old loiuiei" v.xjllaie cii-
cnl who now works al ( omnieree llauk 
lie also reeogiii/eil nine oilier Kaiis.i.s 
City-area women wlio onee liao liceii on 
public assistance. 

" I f these .Aiiiei le.in i ili/.ens can îo 



Clinton pitches 
welfare reform 
during KC visit 
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l ie . i pp lausc l i n n i :i t ;r<)\ id ^ r l c c u ' J 

by W l i i i c Moiisi.- . l u l l ' i n r c L c i u 

(J3>S 

I h c e v e n I I* a I i i s g r J i n i hc 

b a n k ' s no rma l )V b u t i l i i i g l o b b y , 

w t i i c h h a d been i r s n i l D n n c d i iMu 

3 M i i a l l a u d i i o r i u n i . I . t l i o l t i agc . 

I d l e r w i n d o w s w e r e e n i p i y n l u n g a 

w a l l o c c u p i e d by a I tugc . g l e a m i n g 

vau l t , 

' * l c a m e UUI here t o i hc hear t n i 

A t n c r i c a . " C l i n i o n e x p l a i n e d , " to 

a b a n k w h e r e l l a r r > ' T i u m a n had 

b is Cir t i j o b . (o t a l k a h u u i t he v a l ­

ues t h a t l u s i a i n us a l ! . . . 

W h i l e M o u s e a ides s: i id K a n s a s 

Ci i ) r was p i c k e d because o l i i s suc­

cess at s t a r l i n g i n n o v a i i v c 'Ae l fa i c 

p i o g r a m s . T h e issue a lsu w u a j . 

d ressed in Je lTerson C i t y i h i j year 

w h e r e i h e G e n e r a l -Kssenibly 

passed a s w e e p i n g we l f a re m e a ­

sure s i m i l a r in n ian> ways l o 

C l i n t o n ' s . 

T h e p r e s i d e n t . ip |>ea(cd t o re­

s p o n d t o c r i t i c s — w h i c h i n c l u d e 

b o t h l i l w r a l s a n d c o n s e r v a t i v e s — 

w h e n he u i d h i s i 9 . y b i l l i o n p l a n , 

k n o w n as the W o r k a n d K e s p o i i s i -

b i l i l y A c l , is o n l y a f i r s i s i cp l o -

w a r d r c f o r n i . 

Ru t , C l i n t o n s a i d , the n a t i o n 

has l o at least b e g i n the p rocess o f 

i m p r o v i n g w e l f a r e . 

"We owe it to the ncAi genera­
tion," he said. 

" W e c a n n o t p e r m i t m i l l i o n s 

a n d m i l l i o n s a n d m i l l i o n s o f 

A m e r i c a n c h i l d r e n t o be t r a p p e d 

i n a cyc le o f d e p e n d e n c y . . . w i t h 

p a r e n t s w h o are t r a p p e d in a sys-

l e n i t h a i d o e s n ' t d e v e l o p i h c i r 

h u m a n c a p a c i t y t o l i v e u p t o the 

f u l l es t o f i h c i r G o d - g i v e n a b i l i t i e s 

a n d t u succeed as b o t h w o r k e i s 

a n d p a r e n t s . " 

C l i n t o n a p p e a r e d t o speak m o r e 

s l o w l y a n d w i t h less d r a m a t i c 

p u n c h l h a n usua l i l t he b e g i n n i n g 

o f h i s add ress . I l e g a i n e d an c i n o -

t i u n a l edge as he w e n t a l o n g , h o M -

ever . e n c o u r a g e d by a h u n d a n i ap ­

p lause. 

" W e h a v e l o r e p n i i the d a m ­

aged N a n d b e t w e e n o u r p e o p l e 

a n d t h e i r g o v e r n m e n t , m a n i l e s t e d 

i n the w a y the w e l f a r e sys tem 

vk'orks." t he p r e s i d e n t s a i d . 

Y\c t h e n a d d e d h is t r a d e m a r k 

l i n e : ' W e h a v e to e n d w e l l a r e as 

we k n o w i l . " 

l hat s logan has i r r i t a t e d c r i t i c s 

* h o no te t h a t at i h c e n d o f t he 

d e c a d e , fewer i h a n 8 p e r c e n t o f 

w e l l a r e l e c i p i c n t s w o u l d a c t u a l l y 

be e n r o l l e d i n a w o r k p r o g r a m . 

In b r i e l ' i ng papers d i s t r i b u t e d 

b e l o r c i hc speech , h o w e v e r , 

O i o i o n ' s s t a l l p r e f c i r c d t o say I 

m i l l i o n p a r e n t s w o u l d be p u s h e d 

i n t o the w o r k fo rce by 2 0 0 0 . 

A n d a n o t h e r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

s ta t i s t i c . F e d e r a l c h i l d - s u p p o r t 

p a y n i c i i t ] w o u l d m o r e t h a n d o u ­

b le f r o m i 9 b i l l i o n to J 2 0 b i l l i o n . 

A l t h o u g h a s t r o n g s u p p o r t e r o f 

Ihc p r e s i d e n t . M a y o r E m a n u e l 

( " leaver expressed c o n c e r n i n an 

a i r p o r t i n t e r v i e w t h a t cos ts o f re ­

f o r m c o u l d e n d u p b e i n g a n o t h e r 

u n f u n d e d f ede ra l m a n d a t e . 

" W e d o n ' l w a n t w e l f a r e r e f o r m 

t o e n d up c a u s i n g the l o c a l g o v ­

e r n m e n t , s ta te o r c i t y , l o h a v e t o 

assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y l h a t he re to ­

f o r e w a s t h e f e d e r a l g o v -

e n m i e n f s . " 

L a t e r , i n r e m a r k s d e l i v e r e d at 

the b a n k , the m a y o r d r e w a l a u g h 

w h e n he r e f e r r e d l o C l i n t o n ' s rc-

c e n i s t r i n g o f v i s i t s , w h i c h i n ­

c l u d e d a t o w n h a l l m e e t i n g on 

h e a l t h care i n A p r i l . 

' " W e are n o t g o i n g t o tax y o u . " 

C t c a v c r s a i d , " e v e n t h o u g h you*ve 

b e e n here e n o u g h . " 

.Also o n t h e p l a t f o r m w i t h the 

p r e s i d e n t were M a g e e . G o v , M e l 

C a m a h a n . H e a l t h a n d H u m a n 

Serv ices Sec re ta ry D o n n a S h a l a l a , 

C o m m e r c e B a n k C h i e f E . \ c c u l i v e 

J o n a t h a n K e m p e r a n d U .S . R e p . 

A l a n W h e a t o f K a n s a s C i t y , w h o 

f l e w back 10 W a s h i n g t o n w i t h the 

p r e s i d e n t . 

O i n l o n s t a y e d a w a y f r o m de­

ta i l s o f h i s p r o p o s a l , m a n y o f 

w h i c h h a d been l e a k e d t o r c p o n -

ers d u r i n g rccer i t m o n t h s as i h c 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n hashed o v e r the 

p l a n 

T h e p rop t t sa l ' s c o r n e r s t o n e is a 

lw(>-year l i m t i o n cash b c n e n t s . an 

idea C l i n i o n used to d e f i n e h i m ­

self as a n e w D e m o c r a t d u r i n g h is 

| Q 9 2 c a m p a i g n . 

A f t e r l h a t . t hose s l i l l o n the ro l l s 

w h o were b o m a f i c r 1971 w o u l d 

be r e q u i r e d t o j o i n « w o r k p r o -

•1 > > 

Mm, 

STEVC aONZAi.£S/:t>« S-t 
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3esD i i e Ins m a n y t r i p s l o K a n s a s Guy t i f o i d n i n a v e t o p a y t h e c i t y l a x . 

g r a m , essen t ia l l y a s u b s i d i z e d or 

c o m m u n i t y se rv i ce j o b p a y i n g t l i c 

m i n i m u m wage. 

T h e p l a n ca l ls fo r s p e n d i n g an 

a d d i t i o n a l S2.8 b i l l i o n f o r e d u c a ­

t i o n and t r a i n i n g a n d 12 7 b i l l i o n 

m o r e for c h i l d ca re . 

R e c i p i e n t s w h o re fuse t o s tay i n 

schoo l , l o o k f o r w o r k or a t t e n d j o b 

t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s u-ou ld lose t he i r 

cash . ass is tance. A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

ofTtc ia ls u i d a f t e r w a r d tha t t i m e 

l i m i t s a n d se r ious w o r k r e q u i r e ­

m e n t s h a v e neve r been i m p o s e d 

be fo re . 

T h e p l a n a lso w o u l d p u t i n 

p lace w h a t C l i n i o n c a l l e d ' t he 

" t o u g h e s t c h i l d - s u p p o r t e n f o r c e ­

m e n t m e a s u r e s " i n U.S. h i s t o r ) ' . 

H o s p i t a l s w o u l d be r e q u i r e d t o e s -

u b i i s h p a t e r n i t y at b i n h w i t h we l ­

fare a p p l i c a n t s r e q u i r e d t o n a m e 

a n d he lp f i n d f a t h e r s b e f o r e they 

c o u l d rece ive b e n e f i t s . 

C l i n i o n sa id the e f f o r t w o u l d 

he lp g o v e r n m e n t w o r k e r s co l l ec t 

an e s t i m a t e d i ^ A b i l l i o n i n c h i l d 

s u p p o n tha t has gone u n c o l l e c t e d . 

" W c can n o l onge r say tha t the 

bus iness o f b r i n g i n g a c h i l d i n t o 

the w o r l d c a r n e s n o r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

w i t h it a n d t h a t s o m e o n e c a n w a l l 

away f r o m i t , " C l i n t o n sa id as 

m a n y a u d i e n c e m e m b e r s n o d d e d 

i n a p p r o v a l . 

T h e p r e s i d e n t ' s p l a n a lso ca l ls 

f o r • n a t i o n a l c a m p a i g n aga ins t 

l een p r e g n a n c y . 

" I l w i l t no) be t u r n e d a r o u n d 

o v e r n i g h t . " C l i n t o n sa id a b o u t the 

p r o b l e m . " T o change a c o u n t r y o n 

a p r o f o u n d issue l i k e th i s l e q u i r e s 

the e f f o n s o f m i l l i o n s a n d m i l ­

l i o n s a n d m i l l i o n s o f y o u t a l k i f i g 

o p e n l y a n d h o n e s i h ' a b o u i these 

t h i n g s " 

M o t h e r s unde r 16 w o u l d n o t be 

sub jec t to the t w o - y e a r t i m i ' l i m i t , 

bu t tecn -a^ r m o l h e r s vi-jio n--

c e i v e d bene f i t s v^ould be r e q u i r e d 

t o s tay i n s c h o o l a n d w o r k t o w a r d 

f i n d i n s a i o b 

T h e a d m i n i s i r a i i o n s a i d 

C l i n t o n s p l a n w o u l d n n i increase 

(he de f i c i t o r l e s u l i i n a tax in-

crease. T h i - p l a n w o u K I be l U i d lor 

H igh l igh ts o l Ibe p res i t l en i a n e w p lan lo ove r t tau l Ihe v^ellare s y s t e m 

• SperKJ $9 .3 b i l l ion over f ive yea rs o n j o b t ra in ing , ch i l d c a r e t e e n 
p r e g n a n c y p r e v e n l i c n a n d puWic sen^ice j obs (or we l l a re r e a p i e n t s 

• L e a v e ihe c u r r e n t w e l l a i e s y s t e m large ly intact (or we l l a re 
n w t h e r s born b e l o r e 19?2 

• Target educa t i on , t ra in ing o n w e l l a i e m o l h e r s b o r n in 197? or later 

• A 2 4 - i n o n l h . l i le t ime limit o n c a s h benef i t s lor we l l a re r e d p i e n i s 
over the age o( 18. Af ter t l ie 24 mon l f t s . they w o u l d b e requITecJ lo 
work in t a x p a y e r - f m a r j c e d pub l ic serv ice j o b s it they d i d no i ae i 
tob& o n their o w n . 

• AUow rec ip ien ts to r e m a i n in publ ic serv ice jobs i( i hey can ' t (rnd 
pr iva te empJoyr rwnt 

• E n d we l l a re bene f i t s (or rec ip ients w h o re fuse to s lay in s c h o o l 
k w k lor work , g o to j o b t ra in ing or accep t j o b oHer 

• G u a r a n t e e c h i l d ca re to we l l a re tec ip ien is du r ing educa t i on 
t ia i r i tng p r o g r a m s a n d lor o n e year after they leave we l l a re lot H i t 
wo rk fo r ce 

• A l low s la tes to l imit add i t iona l be rw l i t s lor ch i l d ren c o n c e i v e d Di 
w o m e n o n w e l l a j e 

• Initiale a national campajgn against teen pregnancy provide 
grants to about 1,000 middle and high schools for teen preonan'-v 
programs ^ ~> 

• D i s c o u r a g e u n w e d m o i h e r h o o d a m o n g teens by r e l u s i n g to issup 
sepa ra te we l l a re c t i e c k s lo m inors livir>g apar t ( j o m p a r e n t s or 
respons ib le adult 

• R e q u i r e hosp i ta ls to es tab l i sh patern i ty a l b i r th a i a w a y to 
improve ch i ld s u p p o n co l lec t ions 

• Es tab l i sh a na t i ona l ch i ld s u p p o n d e a r ing t i ouse w i i l i regrs t i les o l 
pa ren ts w h o o w e c h i l d suppor t 

• W i t h h o l d w a g e s a n d s u s p e n d p ro less iona l a n d 
occupa t i ona l l i censes a n d dr iver s l i censes f r o m latt»ers w i \ o 
(ail to pay ch ik l s u p p o n 

• M u c h o l Ihe m o n e y (or the p l a n c o n i e s f r o m cu ts in soc ia l I 
sperxUng a n d res t r i c t ion on hea l th a n d w e l l a r e benef i t s lor leoat 
tmnvg ran l s w h o s e re la t ives c a n a f lo rd to s u p p o n t h e m 

54X«Ct ^ • ^ . • ' Y ' . i r - , I a w l ill Cui iU I I -

b>' d r o p p i n g a l i e n * o l f w c l l a i r 
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Fo rce O n e i n t o Kansa<. C i \ ) I n i e i -
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l i n e d i l i ( p u i i c r bar r icadL"- ai 

N i i i t l i a n d M a m sireL-|v i n v i a i r l i 
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T h e c r o w d c o n t a i n e d I n * p ro ­
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I>c i ie i iccs. 
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w i : l f a re i i ' c i | i iL - i i i s . 
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body's siuck whin ihe^-'rc tii ilu 

wellare system. .And itic\' ddn i 

give >nu any way to trii ou\." 

Ka i t i > Ko r i i i - r o s.i i i l i | i : i i i l u 

a i i i i u s p l K - i i ' i l l i l u ' i i x i i i i t \ i i i i 
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Clinton welfare plan 
doesn't ring entirely true 
to women on public aid. 
By BILL NORTON 
SUff WntBT 

Pardon ihc four mothers if Ihey 
sounded jaded. 

But about 40 yearj of experience 
on the welfare rolls can do lhat lo 
somebody. 

So when Ihe four women — Kathy 
Brown, Mary Gray, Tammy iaclcson 

and Naacy TimberlaJce — listened to 
President Qimon sketch how he in".»T 
tended lo reform welfare "as we 
know it," Ihe women scofTed. 

Oh, they found a few things to 
laud. Uke when he talked about a tax 
break for the poor. And the absolute 
need to pay for child care and medi- " 
cal care for mothen straining to wean 
themselves from Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children. 

Timberlake, for example, said she 
would grab a job and quit AFDC in a 
minute if the state conlinued to pro­
vide Medicaid for health insurance 

and child care for her three children. 
-.Cray, a mother of three, nodded 
approvingly as Clinton talked of ex­
tending child-care and health bca-.' 
efits for a time aAcr a mother rê  
turned to work. "That'll work," she . 
said. "He's never made more sense." 

And the women applauded when 
the president said, in effect, that peo­
ple who want to know what needs lo 
be changed about welfare should ask 
those who are on it. 

But to these women. Clinion ap­
peared to be talking about the dozen 

See MOTHERS, A-12 

"Weffare is 
a mindset 
— that you 
can't do 
any better 
than this." 

- Mary Gray 

BRIAN CRITES/The Star 

Mothers on welfare doubt president's plan 
other reaction 

Although major elements of the President's plan have been 
known for weeks, many in Washington look the opportunity to 
respond to its announcement Tuesday. Some of their remarks: 

"it Is timid. It is weak. It does not address the central issue." 
— William Bennett, a leading conservative who advocates a far 
more radical approach 

"The president's plan reflects the public mood, which is not to 
abolish welfare as the right would do, but replace it with a social 
policy based on work." 
— Will Marshall, president of the Progressive Policy Institute 

'The president Is brilliant at describing a Ferrari, but his staff 
continues to deliver a Yugo." 
— House Minority Whip Newt Gingrich of Georgia 

"I'll tell you, I'm sorely disappointed in the approach taken by 
President Clinton. For someone who campaigned on 
change...this approach sounds like something out of the New 
Deal. ..Government jobs for everyone — what kind of nonsense 
is that?" 
— Sen. Tom Harkin. an Iowa Democrat who has co-sponsored 
another welfare reform bill 

"He's the flr3t president in our history to have the courage and . 
nobility to address the problem of out-of-wedlock birth." 
— Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan. the New York Democrat who 
chastised the president earlier this year for dragging his feet 

"While there are some important new initiatives in this plan, other 
provisions thi 3n to push some poor children and families 
deeper into poverty." 
— Mar/an Wright Edelman, president of the Children's Defense 
F u n d ^ , ^ . . ; „ K : „ ^ „ „ , 

Continued from A-1 
mothen in his audience al Com­
merce Bank who had worked their 
way off public aid with the help of 
stale-supported programs. 

He didn't appear lo be talking 
about them. 

Over a sack lunch arranged by 
the The Kansas Ciiy Star, the 
women watched the president's 
presentation and offered their 
views. 

They feel trapped: "Welfare is a 
mindset — that you can't do any 
better lhan this," Gray com­
plained. 

And ihcy feel put down. They 
thought Clinton was saying that 
without work, they were of no 
value. "Being a mom is a full-time 
job," Timberlake said. 

When one of the former welfare 
mothers spoke on television of 
how proud she was lo escape the 
dole, Jackson biilerly asked the 
image on the screen: "Yeah, but 
what did you have to give up to 
gel it done?" 

Tlicse were not the teen-age 
mothers lhat seem to be the target 
of Clinton's program — a group 
that critics and proponents alike 
say amounts to about l.S million 
of the 4.8 million families^on wel­
fare. Only two of ihesc molhers 
gave birth while in their teens. 
And none sought welfare until 
they were in their mid-20s or early 
30s. 

The women range in age from 
30 to 39. All bul one has worked 
full lime; their contact with the 
system has been on-again, off-
asain. 

who were divorced cheered 
Clinton's threat to come down on 
fathers who do not pay child sup­
pon, a shortfall he says now has 
reached S34 billion. 

Two of the women are married 
and their husbands arc out of 
work because of injuries. Both 
husbands have tried to take ad­
vantage of Missouri's Futures pro­
gram, which provides education 
and job training to welfare recipi­
ents. Brown is the only mother 
who is in Futures, which is a 
model for what Clinton says he 
wants to do nationwide. 

When Clinton said the cx-
welfarc molhers who met wjih 
him declared they would make 
jobs programs like Futures man­
datory to receive beneflls. the 
women snorted. 

"1 don't think that's what they 
believe," Brown said. All the 
women complained lhat Futures 
is fraught with "bugs." While ex­
pressing fear lhat Ihey would suf* 
fer repercussions if ihey spoke too 
frank jv. Rrnwn outlined n di-

She is taking classes lo become 
a licensed practical nurse. Futures 
pays for lhat. Bui with ihe train­
ing she has now, she wants to take 
a job as a certified nurse's as­
sistant to supplemeni her income 
and still go to school lo get her 
licensed practical nursing license. 
" I f i go 10 work, Ihey will noi p:iy 
for the rest of my schooling. 

All of the women had received 
aid for more than five years, "̂o 
they were not convinced Clinlon's 
two-year cap on benefits would 
work. 

The unasked question wa:;, 
what happens lo those who don i 
find work in two years? 

Timberlake suspected she knew 
part of Ihe answer: "He's going lo 
be pulling a liun on some kids." 

None of the women wants lo re­
main on welfare. None wants to 
pass the mindsel on lo llieir chil­
dren. 

Said Brown: " I tell my kid.s on n 
daily basis: Go to school. Get an 
education. Gel a good job. and 
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Tight security 
and smoky meat 
The president's car breaks from the motorcade 
so he can savor the ribs, beef and ham at Gates. 

By MIKE HENDRICKS 
and R I C K A L M 
Stall Wrilers 

Not Ricky's, not Roscdalc, not 
Bryant's. 

When the president was ready 
for a plate o f smoked delights on 
Tuesday, his black limousine 
pulled up outside the Gales rib 
jo int at 12lh Street and Brooklyn 
Avenue. 

Motorcycle police blocked 
streets and Secret Service agents 

scouted the gathering crowd 
through dark sunglasses. 

A presidential visit is certainly a 
special occasion, bul Bil l Cl inion 
did not escape ihc usual greeting 
from the enthusiastic counter help 
at Gales & Sons Bar-B-Q. 

" l l i . may 1 help you'.'" they 
boomed. 

Ar/.elia CJates swears to i l . 
" l ie took the mixed plate." said 

the catering manager. Ribs, ham, 
beef, bread and fries. Clinton 

See S E C R E T , C -3 , Col. 1 

i 

DAVID PULLIAMrrhe star 

President Clinton caused some lunchtime excitement Tuesday with an 
unannounced visit to Gales & Sons Bar-B-Q, left, at 12th Street and 
Brooklyn Avenue. Things were quieter, above, for owner Ricky Smith 
(left) Walter Nelson (center) and Denver Morris at Ricky's Pit Bar-B-
Oue'in Kansas City. Kan., a stop tor Clinton on a previous Kansas City 



Secret lunch destination: Gates & Sons 
Continued from C-1 
washed it all down with "thai red 
soda water," said owner Ollie 
Gales, who sal at the president's 
table alor.^ with U.S. Reps. Alan 
Wheal and Pal Danner. 

For Kansas City barbecue pur­
veyors, i l was the biggest coup 
since Jimmy Carter chewed on 
ribs al Arthur Bryant's 15 years 
ago. 

"Finally, a president comes 
around lo Gales," Ollie Gales 
crowed as Clinton departed about 
2:30 p.m. He was so proud, his 
suspenders seemed to slrelch a 
couple of inches as Secret Service 
men hauled oul slabs of ribs and 
beans for the trip home on Air 
Force One. 

An honor lo be sure, Mr. Gates. 
Bul don'l get loo cocky. Perhaps 
the president was just checking 
oul the competilion for his sup­
posed favorite, Ricky's Pit Bar-B-
Que in Kansas City, Kan. 

After all, it's Ricky's lhat claims 
lo be the "President's Choice." 
Says so right on the business cards 
lhal Ricky Smith hands oul. 

Those are the cards with a color 
photograph of Clinton shaking 
liands with Smith, a native of 
Clinlon's home slate of Arkansas. 

When they clashed al the last 
presidential visit here in April, 
Ricky's and Gales were tripping 
all over each other outside a tele­
vision studio in Fairway. 

Both believed they were the of­
ficial caterer for Clinton's town 
hall meeting on his heallh-care 
plan. ^ 

Turned out thai Clinlon's crew 
had ordered ribs, sausage and 
beans from Ricky's. Channel 5, 
which broadcast ihe event, called 
in Gales to feed ihe media and 
others. 

'The Secret Service told us the 
president didn't want" any other 
kind besides Ricky's, Smith said 
then. 

He remained confident, even 
after Clinlon's choice Tuesday. 
"It's a great competition," Smith 
said. "Ollie Gates is a good friend 
ofmine." 

Certainly, he has reason to be 
upbeat. 

After all, i l was Ricky's, not 
Gales, lhal supplied food lo the 
president's inauguration. I l was 
Ricky's where candidate Clinton 
stopped during the 1992 election 
campaign. 

Once again, Ricky's and Gates 
both supplied food for the presi­
dent's traveling party earlier Tues­
day al Commerce Bank, where 
Clinion announced his welfare re­
form plan. 

And, in the interest of inclusive-
ness and fair play, Rosedale Bar­
becue on Southwest Boulevard 
was picked to send food to Air 
Force One for the flight back to 
Washington, D.C. 

Bul the visit to Gales was the 
first for a local restaurant since 
Clinton became president, and 
thai gives Gates an edge in the 
competition. 

Arzelia Gales got the first ink­
ling Tuesday morning, as she set 
up her tables at Commerce. Then 
al 1:15 p,m., the Secret Service 
swept through the restaurant and 
secured i l • 

The slop, aboul a half-hour 

laler, wasn't on the schedule. The 
president's party cut away from 
the rest of the motorcade and sped 
to the restaurant. 

Similar secrecy surrounded the 
visit by Jimmy and Rosalyn Cart­
er to Arthur Bryant's in 1979. 

"Carter's lunch slop al Bryant's 
was the most tightly guarded se­
cret of his visit," news reports said 
then. 

And then as now, patrons inside 
were allowed lo slay while the 
president ale. 

Bruce Weinberg and his wife. 
Amy Ebersole, walked in with 
Amy's mother, Marilyn Ebersole, 
just before Clinton arrived. 

They sat in the booth across 
from Clinion and heard him dis­
cuss politics and barbecue. 

"He said this is good barbecue," 
said Bruce Weinberg. 

Weinberg, a Boston resident 
who visits Gates when he is in 
Kansas City, got something spe­
cial to remember this visit. When 
the president left, Weinberg took 
Clinlon's plate as a souvenir. 

I l was slippery with sauce. 
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Midwestern welcome 
When President Clinton came to Kansas City 

Tuesday to unveil his welfare initiative, he was 
following a sensible tradition. He invoked the 
name of Harry S. Truman, the gutsy fighter for 
the common folk, and Clinton took full advan­
tage of Midwestemers' customary hospitality. 

The Midwest is justifiably proud of its warm 
welcomes — this one was decidedly hot outside 
— and the Midwest bows to no other region of 
the country when it comes to patriotism and 
honoring this country and its top leaders. 

Presidents could easily hide inside the Wash­
ington cocoon, sheltered from real people with 
real-life worries and problems. But chief execu­
tives in recent years especially have trooped to 
Kansas City and other Midwest locations. 

President Ford unveiled his national WIN — 
Whip Inflation Now — program here. 

President Carter came to Kansas City to hob­
nob with farmers and assess Bryant's world-
famous barbecue ribs. (Clinton tried the other 
ribs when he slipped out of sight long enough to 
eat at Gates.) 

President Reagan brought several messages 
on different occasions but was especially poi­
gnant in his salute to Truman in Reagan's first 
major venture outside Washington after under­
going cancer surgery. 

President Bush made a trail through this re­
gion, savoring the welcome of an area not that 
far from the city where his mother grew up and 
one of his brothers still lives. 

And now President Clinton has visited here 
twice in 10 weeks, pushing two of the major 
initiatives of his presidency, health care reform 
and welfare reform. 

The presidents had sound reasons for coming 

here. It's not that the problems that look so in­
tractable in Washington are any less real here 
— they're not. In fact, problems and challenges 
here match any to be encountered anywhere 
else in this too-often contentious land. It's just 
that people hereabouts are accustomed to deal­
ing with problems matter-of-faclly with solid 
common sense and little fanfare. It's also that 
citizens here, by and large, represent a form of 
day-to-day friendliness not often observed on 
either the East or West coasts. 

It's true there was a handful of protesters 
against the president's visit, but they did noth­
ing to diminish the welcome more than 99 per­
cent of the region offered to the high office 
Clinton holds. 

Inside the Commerce Bank where the presi­
dent spoke, the crowd was guaranteed to be 
friendly because it was assembled by Demo­
cratic Party strategists who wanted to reward 
their faithful. But even if this had been an 
equal-opportunity Democrat-and-Republican 
crowd, chances are people here would have 
honored the presidential ofTice even as some 
political opponents busily took silent notes for 
battles yet to come. 

There are elements of the welfare reform plan 
the president proposed on Tuesday that this 
newspaper will continue to study. Even if 
Clinton has been working on this problem for 
14 years, solutions won't be quite as neat or 
uncomplicated as he suggested. 

For the moment, however, while the various 
•analyses whirl away, it's time to say a good 
word for old-fashioned courtesy and honoring 
the country's highest office. There will be more 
than enough time for any disagreements later. 
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Presidential ribs 
President Bill Clinton came to the Heartland 

to talk about welfare, but now that he's gone, 
Kansas City wants to talk about his taste in bar­
becue. 
- We approve. 
* He gets good marks for slipping away from 

some of the press mob Tuesday for lunch at 
Gates & Sons Bar-B-Q at 12th Street and 

^Brooklyn. He did the right thing on his previous 
visit here when he tried the fare at Ricky's Pit 
Bar-B-Que in Kansas City, Kansas. And who-

: ever ordered food from Rosedale Barbecue on 
Soiithwest Boulevard for Air Force One for the 

/flight home to Washington, D.C, was inspired. 
; At least some partisan lovers of ham and ribs, 
: beef and fries would agree with each of those 
; statements. Others would probably dissent vig­

orously, putting up former President Jimmy 
Carter's stop at Arthur Bryant's as a better alter­
native. And there are other rib joints that are 
somebody else's favorites. 

The truth is, Kansas City has an abundance 
of establishments serving delectable barbecue, 
each with a fiercely loyal following that will de­
fend a particular style of high-fat, high-sodium 
pigging out shamelessly, right down to the last 
pickle. We love it when visitors also love our 
barbecue. 

If President Clinton ever decided to sample 
each, however, to make a rational decision 
about where to place an imaginary presidential 
seal, he could be here all summer. Now that's 
food for thought, isn't it? 
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^Amen' to a seco chance 
linton's 
'elfare reform 

Cost of the plan 
(five-year projection): 

• Overhaul 
plan c a l l s for 
Job training, 
2 -year limit 
on benef i ts . 

• Opposit ion 
c a l l s 
p roposa l 
' l imp.' 

By JENNIFER DIXON 
The Associated Press 

K ANSAS CITY, Mo. - President 
Clinton announced a $9.3 billion 
plan Tuesday to transform wel­

fare from a check-writing system into a 
job-training program for tens of thou­
sands of single mothers. 

" I really believe that we have a chance 
finally to replace dependence with inde­
pendence, welfare with work," Clinton 
told former and current welfare recipi­
ents in the lobby of the historic Commerce 

Bank in downtown Kansas City. 
Although a pledge to overhaul the wel­

fare system was a central feature of 
Clinton's 1992 campaign for president, 
aides say.he has no intention of pushing 
hard for the passage of legislation this 
year. The White flouse and most con­
gressional Democrats arc determined to 
focus their energy first on a health-care 
overhaul. 

Eula Duncan, a mother of four who is 
trying to get off welfare and get a job, 
whispered "Amen," as the president 
promised to give women on welfare a 

second chance and to gel tough with 
parents who don't support their children. 

The White House proposal would cut 
welfare benefits to immigrants, drug ad­
dicts and alcoholics, and would slash 
subsidies to wealthy farmers to finance 
its scaled-back and often-delayed plan. 

In Washington, Sen. Phil Gramm, R-
Texas, called the president's plan 
"limp" and said it doesn't meet the test 
of placing welfare recipients in "produc­
tive tax-paying jobs with a future." 

Continued on page 2-A, col. 1 



More child care for the working 
poor: SI.5 billion 
More child-care spending lor 
people in the program: $2.7 billion 

Jobs for participants who reach the 
two-year lime limil: $1.2 billion 
More money for education, training 
and job placement: S2.8 billion 

Q f-/iscellaneous: $1.7 billion 

a Teen-age pregnancy prevention: 
S300 million. 
Collection of child-supporl 
payments: $600 million. 

Total cost of program: $10.8 billion 
— Savings through reduction 

of cases and fraud: $1.5 billion 

Net cost: $9.3 billion 

its to the current plan: 

len eligibility rules for 
dti/r,n v S3.7 billion 

anges to earned-income tax 
dit: $300 million 

cess saving from Superfund 
$1.6 billion 

[istoms sen/ices fees: $200 million 

lo increase in food stamp 
iverpayment recovery: $100 million 

Retargeted subsidies to family day 
jare homes: $500 million 

Elimination of subsidies for wealthy 
-farmers: $500 million 

1 Limited eligibility for substance 
i abusers: $800 million 

A Spending cap on Aid to Families 
i l with Dependent Children; 

Emergency Assistance Program: 
• $1.6 billion 

AP/Wni. J. Caslello 

Yolanda Magee waved to acknowledge a standing ovation, 
given her as she introduced President Clinton Tuesday at 

—David Eulilt/The Capital-Journal 

Commerce Bank in Kansas City, Mo. Magee moved from welfare 
to work with the help of state welfare reform programs. 

These people know dignity of work 
By BRIAN JAMES 
The Capital-Journal 

K ANSAS CITY, Mo. - As a former 
weUare recipient, Judi Sutton knew 
the ins and outs of the wel̂ fare system. 

But as a single mother and a recent high 
school graduate with little job experience, the 

Kansas City, Mo., resident still struggled to 
make ends meet eachjnonth and, more impor­
tant, become self-supported. 

Sutton was just the person President Clinton 
wanted to meet Tuesday when he visited Kan­
sas City to present his $9.3 billion welfare 
reform package. 

Before unveiling his plan, Clinton met with 

Sutton and several dozen other former and 
current welfare recipients who had successfully 
made the transition from dependence on welfare 
checks to the independence of a paycheck. 

Sutton recently became a paraprofessional 
in the Kansas City, Mo., public school district 

Continued on page 2-A, col. 1 
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ĥese people have been there 
Continued from page 1-A 

*ith the help of a Missouri job-training pro­
gram, which welfare officials say would be 
)ne of many social programs to become 
nore integrated in Clinton's reformed wel-
are system. 

Clinton said he met with the group of 
velfare recipients for about 45 minutes be-
;ause he wanted input from experts. 

"If you really want to know what's wrong 
vith the welfare system, talk to the people 
vho are stuck in it," Clinton said. "They 
vant to change it more than most people 
'ou know — and if you give them half a 
:hance they will." 

The president spoke for about 20 minutes 
:o an audience of more than 200 gathered at 
1 downtown Kansas City bank where Harry 
Truman got his first job, working as a bank 
:lerk for $20 a week. 

In his speech to community leaders, wel­
fare reform activists and former and cur­
rent recipients of welfare, Clinton said the 
focus of his program was restoring "the 
dignity of work." 

"You can't change the existing welfare 
jystem unless the system is rooted in work," 
riinton said. "Work gives us hope, structure 
ind meaning to our lives." 

Janis Cooper, a Kansas City, Mo., resident, 
laid she was confident that a job will give 
ler all of that and, even more important, 
mother chance — this time without welfare. 

'I've been there in that welfare cycle, and 
1 know where those people are coming 
from," said Cooper, who also met with the 
r̂esident. "No one wants to be stuck in 

A'elfare, with no job and no chance." 
Cooper soon will graduate from FUTURES, 

1 job-training program in Missouri, and will 
interview with several companies soon. 

Some recipients attending the president's 
;f>eech stressed the need for flexibility in his 
)lan, including the idea at the heart of the 
eforms; a two-year limit on cash benefits lo 
velfare recipients. 

"Two years and out I don'l agree with," said 
Alfreda Gipson, a Kansas City, Mo., resident 
who had been on welfare aboul six years before 
she discovered the FUTURES program. 

The two-year limit would be a problem 
for people in the FUTURES prenursing pro­
gram, for example, which takes longer than 
two years to complete, she said. Gibson, who 
attended the president's speech, is employed 
as a clerk-typist. 

Other audience members and former wel­
fare recipients said they appreciated the 
two-year limit on cash benefits. 

"There's no reason for slaying in the wel­
fare system for more than.two .years," said 
Christine McDonald, a 27-year-oId Kansas 
City resident and single mother of two chil­
dren, ages 8 and 5. 

McDonald said that as long as Clinton was 
dedicated to the idea of welfare reform, his 
plan would work. McDonald became inde­
pendent of welfare support when she entered 
Ihe Missouri FUTURES program and found 
a job al Pepsi-Cola in Kansas Ciiy. Mo., in 
December 1992. 

Diane Patrick is the Western-region pro­
gram manager of FUTURES, which trains 

' and supports nearly 1.200 people who live in 
the Kansas City metropolitan area. 

She said she was "quite positive" about 
Clinton's welfare reform plan, although she 
said she was uncertain how il would specifi­
cally affect her program. 

"From what we know, this reform will be 
very consistent with our program, " Patrick 
said. "We can definitely build on this." 

Missouri is one of the first states to imple­
ment several programs like FUTURES that 
assist former welfare recipients in finding 
jobs and building careers. 
. Clinton said he was proud of the accom­
plishments of Missouri's welfare reform leg­
islation and hoped other states would follow. 

" I say to you today, do this in Kansas City 
and you ought to be able to do this everywhere 
— and you ought to be able to do it soon," 
Clinton said as the crowd erupted in applause. 

Clinton announces 
welfare-reform plan 
Continued from page 1-A 

Opposition also came from a Democratic 
senator. Tom Harkin of Iowa, who is spon­
soring his own welfare reform bill providing 
for individual welfare-lo-work contracts, 
said the Clinton proposal resembles a New 
Deal program that promises government 
jobs. "What kind of nonsense is that?" he 
said. "We don't have the money for lhal." ^ 

The cornerstone of the president's plan is a 
two-year limit on cash benefits, an idea Clinion 
used lo define himself as a new and centrist 
Democrat during his 1992 campaign. 

Bul Tuesday's plan lo translate his popu­
lar campaign promises to "end welfare as 
we know i l " singles out the youngest moth­
ers on the rolls of Aid lo Families with' 
Dependent Children, the joint federal-stale 
welfare program that supports 5 million 
poor families. 

And at the end of the decade, fewer than 8 
percent of welfare recipients would actually 
be enrolled in a work program, although 
Clinton declared that his proposal would push 1 
million parenti into the work force by 2000. 

The plan also pours far more money into 
child care, education and training — a total 
of $7 billion over five years — lhan inlo 
subsidized jobs, just $1.2 billion. 

According to the proposal, women born 
after 1971 would receive the education, train­
ing,' job placement and child-care services 
they need to become self-sufficient. Those who 
fail to find work before their cash benefits run 
oul would be required lo lake subsidized or 
community service jobs at the minimum wage. 

Although they would be allowed to remain 
in the work program indefinitely, parents 
who refuse a private-sector job would be 
kicked out. Advocates for children and the 
poor say the plan does little to lift those 
participants out of poverty, and takes away 
Ihe social safety net for children whose par­
ents refuse to comply. 

Alfreda Gipson, 28, a graduate of a Mis­
souri training program who began work re­

cently as a clerk-typist, said she never want­
ed to be on welfare. 

"f did i l for the medical benefits," she told 
reporters. "The public thinks you make 
millions and millions of dollars. That's a lie." 

The Clinton plan also tackles teen preg­
nancy, child support enforcement, welfare 
fraud and the welfare bureaucracy. 

Under the plan, leen molhers would be 
required to jive al home. Those who refuse to 
slay in school, look for work or attend training 
programs face stiff sanctions — generally 
their family's share of their monthly AFDC 
check. It also calls forspending $400 million on 
a campaign against teen pregnancy, including 
grants lo a thousand schools. 

Hospitals would be required to establish 
paternity al every birth, child support 
awards would be . updated regularly, and 
parents who refuse to pay could have their 
professional, occupational and driver's l i ­
censes revoked. 

The administration believes its plan could 
double public child support collections — 
from $9 billion a year to $20 billion by 2000. 

Clinton's plan also establishes a national 
clearinghouse lhal would track parents who 
slip across state lines to avoid paying their 
child support, as well as those who receive 
welfare, monitoring compliance with lime 
limits and work requirements. 

Nearly all of the money to finance the 
plan comes from cuts in social programs, 
particularly benefits for immigrants. 

Under the plan, the relatives and other 
sponsors of new immigrants would be required 
to bear greater financial responsibility for 
them, saving $3.7 billion over five years. 

The plan also saves $1.6 billion by capping 
spending on an emergency welfare program 
that advocates say protects the poor against 
homelessness. Additional savings come from 
cutting subsidies to wealthy farmers and 
pulling limits on federal disability benefits 
to drug addicts and alcoholics. 

The plan also wrings $1.6 billion frofh the 
Superfund hazardous waste clean-up fund. 


