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June 23, 1994

Jessica Aldrich

White House

OEOB, Room 218
Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington D.C. 20500

Dear Jessica,

Enclosed are the newspaper articles that you requested. As you can
see, we received much excellent publicity from the President’s
visit.

We really enjoyed working with you to plan the visit. It was
tHrilling to be a part of the unveiling of President Clinton’s
welfare reform proposal. FUTURES participants and graduates were
very much affirmed. Our FUTURES Advisory, staff, and community
partners will long remember this most meaningful visit!

We all look forward to continued success with welfare reform.
Please let us know at any time of any way we can be of service.

Sincerely,

@—y_ [ e

Diane Patrick,
FUTURES Program Manager
816-889-2447

Enclosure

DP:jl

**AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER"*
sefvices provided on a nondiscriminatory basis
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A welfare-reform plan:. .
will be unveiled Tuesday. it's

" his second visitin 10 weeks,

By STEVE KRASKE

President Clinton will visit Kansas
City on-Tuesday to announce his pf
to reform the nation’s welfare system.”

In his second trip to the city in-i
weeks, the president is expected td
make a speech and possibly vml a
worker retraining center. R

U.S. Rep. Alan Wheat, whose ofﬁce
announced the trip, said the president
would review the Futures program,
which is aimed at helping Missouri fam-
ilies move off welfare.

“I’m proud that the president will be
coming here to talk about his welfare-
reform plan while learning about Kan-
sas City’s successful Futures program,”
Wheat said in a written statement. '

The White House on Saturday would
confirm only that Clinton would be ji

Kansas City. Details of the trip were to

be released today.
It was unclear Saturday why Clinton

See CLINTON, A-18, Col. 1-

Continued from A-1

wanted to return to Kansas City to
make his announcement. He con-
ducted a town hall meeting at an
arca television station April 7 as
part of His effort to boost his na-

. tional health-care reform plan.

That- visit had political over-

tones because it included a trip to’

Topeka, where Clinton was photo-

- graphed with U.S. Rep. Jim Slat-

tery. The congressman is consid-

"' ered the front-running Demo-

cratic candidate for Kansas gover-
nor-and a key swing vote on
health-care reform.

that a Democrat, is engaged
in’ & spirited three- -way battle for
his™. party’s “nomination for the
U.S. Senate. Standing shoulder to

: shoulder with the president, even

one as embattled as Clinton, could
boost his stature. '

Another prominent Senate can-
didate, Democrat .Marsha Mur-
phy, recenlly appeared to distance
herself from the president, saying
she’d rather campaign on her own
instead of with Clinton. At the

. lime, the Jackson County execu-
Ctive dld not know the presxdent

would be comning this month.

Clinton’s appearance . with
Wheat, coming on the heels of
Murphy s comments, could make
the president hlmself an xssue in
thc Senate race.

The president’s welfare plan is
expected to take a back seat to his
push for universal health-care
coverage and is not expected to
pass this year.

- Still, details about the plan have
been leaked out of Washington in

recent days, and some members of
Congress have said Clinton would
be wise to have a welfare bill in
place in case his health-care plan
falters.

The president's_plan calls for a
24-month limit on cash benefits
for recipients of Aid to Families
with Dependent Children, the na-
tion’s main cash-assistance pro-
gram. Parents who exhausted
their benefits and were unable to

. find a job would be enrolled in a

subsidized job or community ser-
vice program paying the rtini-
mum wage.

Futures, a state program funded
primarily by the federal govern-
ment, has been doing.close to
what Clinton wants 1o  achieve
since it began in 199].

The voluntary program designs
individual plans for each partici-
pant and helps them with educa-
tion or job-training skills. Support
services, such as transportation or
day care, are provided.

"~ “We feel it is unique in its ap-
proach and hope it is a model for
others,” said Diane Patrick, pro-
gram manager for Futures. She
declined to comment Saturday on
whether White House officials
had contacted her about Clinton's

visit.
Patrick said 240 persons had

graduated since the program
began in Jackson, Platte and Clay
counties. About 1,100 people are
in the programm now, and about
600 are on waiting lists.

“We try to achieve long-term
sufficiency,” Patrick said.

The Futures program in Mis-
souri was made possible through

Clinton to visit Kansas City

passage of the Family Support Act
of 1988.

‘Wheat, a longtime advocate of
welfare reform, said he had called
Clinton's attention to Futures. He
proposed his own welfare-reform
plan in May with a group of about
90 modcrate to conservative
Democrats known as the Main-
stream Forum.

The plan emphasizes jobs over
training and education. It would
force welfare recipicnts 1o look for
a job as a condition of receiving
benefits.

“*Reforming our wclfare system
is a top priority of mine — and of
the president’s,”” Wheat said.
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| Chn t0 Il’S 'Welfare pr()gl' aim

, alled awork 1n progress

Huch'df.the package is subject to change

;_ByBILLNORTON .

Staft Writer. .

: _As thh much of hxs domestic

" policy to date, President Clinton’s

:plan:*“to end welfare as we know

. 1t is a work in progress. Here are

a few elements, although they are
subJect to change:

<M Cost: As of last week, $9.3
bllhon to be spent over five years.
That’s down from the original $15

‘billion to $16 billion.

Flashpoint: Spending. Some re-

" formers are upset because Clinton -
- plans to spend less. But he doesn’t
.want to pay for this reform with a
.-tax’ increase. That irritates sup-
: porters
' trimmed, such as Supplemental-’
- -Security Income for elderly. im-

of 'programs. to- be

i

- som questlon whether it goes far enough.

: mlgrants and' the environmental
Superfund cleanup program.

N Target: Young, unwed
mothers who receive Aid to Fami-

'lies with Dependent Children.
Forty-two percent of America’s 5

million welfare families are head-
ed by teen-age moms.

The Plan: No work, no welfare.
Here is the nub of reform costs.
The president pledged to bridge
the gap between welfare depen-
dence and private sector employ-
ment by subsidizing a recipient’s
schooling, job training, job find-
ing fees, child care and health care
— even. government sub51dlzed
jobs.

Flashpoint:- Weak jOb market.
During the .1992 campaign,
Clinton stumped on the slogan,

*“two years and out,” the notion
that a welfare recipient had two
years to find a job or lose govern-
ment support. Late last week, the
administration - softened a tad,
saying people who made “good
faith efforts™ to find private sector

“jobs — but couldn’t — could stay
on government subsidized jobs

two more years. '

A problem: In some sectors, jobs
that pay more than welfare are
scarce. Still to be worked out:
What if someone still can 't find a
job?

B Goal: Fewer babies by wel-
fare mothers. Called “family
caps,” analogous to salary caps in
pro sports. The administration
wants to deny extra welfare ben-
efits to welfare moms ‘who keep
having children.

Flashpoint: So controversial it
could fuse abortion opponents

' and feminists in opposition. .
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Political and practical
needs guide Clinton’s
return to Kansas City

By STEVE KRASKE
Potitical Correspondent

Presidents don't just drop into

major cities. They have reasons —

both practical and political —
that dictate where they go.

President Clinton has a basket-
ful of each as he prepares for his
trip to Kansas City Tuesday.

The visit, which will feature the
announcement of his national
welfare reform plan, marks the
second time Clinton has stopped

.- here since April 7. It is unusual for
" a president to visit a city twice in

only 10 wecks unless he is running
for re-clection. - ‘
But Kansas City Mayor Eman-
uel Cleaver and others said Sun-
day that compelling consxder—
ations drew Clinton back agam

“This is, in my estimation, lh.c
most natural spot for the presi-
dent,” Cleaver said.

Sparking Clinton's interest in
Kansas City is the arca’s recep-

See CLINTON'S, A-6, Col. 1

Chnton sK trlp is second in 10 weeks

Continued from A-1

tiveness to welfare reform. A sc-
rics of innovalive programs arc
undcer way here, officials said, and
the Missouri General Assembly
this year passcd a major welfare
package similar to Clinton's.

“This is an casy place to kick it
ofl,” Woody Overton, who hcad-
cd Clinton’s 1992 Missouri cam-
paign, said aboul the president's
welfarc plan, which is called the
Work and Responsibility Act.

Gov. Mc!l Carnahan, a Demo-
crat, said in an intcrview Sunday
that he expected Clinton's tecam to
incorporate idcas from the Mis-
souri plan into the national effort.

*“1 think they recognize that this
is a placc where we have some
welfarc programs that work,” he
said.

Clecaver said he was told by
Whitc Housc officials Sunday that
the president originally planned to
give his spccch in Wilminglon,
Dcl. But he changed his mind
after revicwing Missouri's pro-
grams.

“It was the president’s personal
decision to comc 1o Kansas City,”
thc mayor said.

The president may have other
rcasons for travcling here. The
trip gets him out of Washinglon,
where he has taken a critical
pounding in recent months, and
into Missouri, which Clinton won
handlly m lhc 1992 presidential

" .face

',-..And Clmlon has closc tics with
~~Cleaver, Carnahan and U.S, Rep.
- ~Alan-Wheat of Kansas City, a
-:longtime welfare reform advocale.

~~'One other -residual  benefit
"could - be' the boost

Clinton gives 1o Wheat, who is a

" “candidate ‘for the Dcmocratic

- pomination 1o the U.S. Scnate.
¢+ "] think it will dramatizc

p thal s potential cffectivencss in

":the Senate because it will show he

:already has the car of the presi-
" dent,” Cleaver said.

- The Missouri race is considered

a kcy baulcground as Dcmocrals
. P N

v Caimre

in stature -

President Clinton tentatively
is scheduled to arrive at 11:30
a.m. Tuecsday at thc TWA
Ovecrhaul Basc at Kansas City
International Airport,

He will announce his wellare
package in a spcech at [2:30
p.m. at the Commecrce Bank,
922 Walnut St.

The cvent is closed 10 the
public. The White House said

it would invite 250 people, in-
cluding local, stalc and na-
tional wclfarc experts.

Also in the audicnce will be
people who have successfully
gottcn off welfare and hold pri-
valc jobs. Clinton may mect
with them after his speech.

The president is scheduled to
depart for Washington at 3:15
p.m. ’

jority. Onc of Wheat's main Dem-
ocratic rivals, Jackson County Ex-
¢cutive Marsha Murphy, is cx-
pected to be invited to Tucsday's
cvents.

But there is little doubt the
main purposc of Tucsday's trip is
to highlight the urgency of welfarc
reform, Improving the system has
been a Clinton objective from the
carlicst days of his administration
when he promiscd to “cnd welfare
aswe know it."”

Wheat, who is sponsoring a wel-
fare reform bill this year with
other Dcmocratic members of
Congress, said some of Kansas
City's welfarc programs stand out
because they involve public agen-
cics working with privalc busi-

nesses. The arrangement cnsurcs
that graduates of welfare pro-
grams get jobs when they are
rcady.

Education and job training arc
necessary components of any wel-
farc rcform plan, Wheat said.
“But if there's not a job wailing,
all of this may bc for naught.”

Onc of thosc programs offcred
in Kansas City is called the 21st
Century. It allows a person’s wel-
farc payments and the cash value
of his food stamps to subsidize
wages for jobs created in low-
income ncighborhoods.

Another program that Clinton
reportedly will review in Kansas
City is Fulures, which designs in-
dividual plans for volunteer par-

ticipants and helps them with cd-
ucation and job-training skills.

A similar program that has
drawn the interest of the White
Housc is the ncarly 8-ycar-old
Women's Employment Network
that focuses hcavily on cmploy-
ment preparation and self-csteem,
said Beth K. Smith, the network's
board chairwoman.

*It is a step back before you can
go forward,” Smith said. “All the
skill training and job rcadincss in
the world won't work unless a
woman can get out of bed in the
morning and have some sensc she
candoit.”

Somc dctails of the president's
plan alrcady have been relcased.
Clinton wants to placec a 24-
month limit on cash benefits. Par-
cnls who cxhaust their benefits
and cannot find a job would be
cnrolled in a subsidized job or
community scrvice program that
pays mininmum wagc.

The proposal that passed the
Genceral Asscmbly in Jefferson
City this year calls for a written
pact between the state and the
wellare recipient. The recipient
would have four ycars to rcach
agrced-upon goals or risk having
benefits reduced.
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What’s wrong with welfare?

- Women find
‘that havinga job Kemsssci
Just doesn’t pay | e

Health and Human

Clinton’s day in
Kansas City

|
|
|

By DONALD BRADLEY Services Secretary Donna
Staff Writer Shalala.
President Clinton, meet Karla. ‘M 12:45 p.m.: The president announces
She’s not an economist or a social scientist, but his welfare proposal at Commerce Bank,
maybe her story can help vou talk about the need to 922 Wainut St. The speech is closed to
reform America’s welfare system. : the public.
Karla is 31, a Midtown single mother of four. To M 3:15 p.m.: Clinton departs Kansas City
protect her 1dcnuty, her last name is not being print- from KCI.
ed. She was receiving $342 a month in welfare — All three TV networks and KCUR-FM, 89.3,
most of which went toward rent — and $430 a

month in food stamps. will broadcast the pres:dent s speech live.

Then she got a job as a waitress earning $463 a
gmmhlfBecausc of IhCJ(f)_b sh; eventually lcgsl al;]of lNSlDE The Clintons are
er welfare and $300 of the food stamps. She also questioned under oath by the
lost Medicaid for two of her children. . .
Whitewater s | A3
By going to work, her income dropped to $593 er special counsel
See WOMEN, A-8, Col. 5
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Pres dent C nton’s welfare v sit

President’s plan
falls short of task,
some Critics say

By JAMES KUHNHENN
and JAKE THOMPSON
Statf Writers

WASHINGTON — As Presi-
dent Clinton prepared to unveil
his welfare-reform proposal today
in Kansas City, Republicans and
conservatives complained it did
not live up 1o its promise.

*The rhetoric doesn’'t match the
reality of the situation,” Sen.
Nancy Kassebaum, a Kansas Re-
publican, said Monday. "I think
this is a modest, incremental
step.”

Instead of “ending welfare as
we know it," the plan was criti-
cized for affecting only a small
percentage of welfare recipients
— primarily women — and allow-
ing some people to remain on gov-
ernment work programs indefi-
nitely. Critics also  accused
Clinton of trying to gain political
favor and protect Democrats in
the: midst of - congressional elec-
tions. .

Still, clements of the Clinton
plan would significantly change
current welfare policy and em-
brace themes advanced by slale
welfare directors.

According 1o a White House
briefing paper distributed lo key
lawmakers, the $9 billion Clinton
plan means:

- B Women welfare recipicnts
born after Dec. 31. 1971, would
be restricted to a lifetime maxi-
mum of 24 months of cash aid.

.M Recipients who could not
Aind privaie-secior jobs within
1wo years would be eligible for onc
:y€ar of subsidized. public-sector
work. Participants would then
HZve 1o search ancw for a private
*}ob but could enroll again in subsi-
dreed work if unsuccessful.

**B Hospitals would be required
to~cstablish a child’s paternity at
‘binth. and a woman applying for
wrlfarc would have 10 namc and
-help find her child’s father before
‘regeiving bencflits.

" *The proposal would strcamline
‘welfare programs o improve job-
Training cffons and pive staies

more flexibility — goals of the
American Public Welfare Associa-
tion, which represents state wel-
fare dircctors.

The president’s plan would be
considerably cheaper than the $15
billion proposed by .the associa-
tion, raising worrics that the costs
of welfare changes might simply
shift to the states.

Still, Gary Stangler, dircctor of
the Missoun Depanment of So-
cial Scrvices, said he was optinis-
tic about the Clinton plan.

Stangler met about a year ago
with Bruce Reed, a White House
aide assigned 1o the welfare issue,
and introduced him 10 Kansas
City programs that Clinton was
cxpected to highlight today in his
visit,

Will Marshal, exccutive direc-
tor of the Progressive Policy Insti-
tute, a think tank for centrist
Democrats, said: 'l think that this
is a solid start, Clinton has
changed the terms of the debate so
that we're talking about scli-
sufTiciency rather than welfare.”

While conscrvatives com-
plained that Clinton had caved in
to liberals, some left-leaning advo-
cates of the poor also voiced un-
casiness over the plan. They ar-
gued that the cconomy was not
creating enough jobs to account
for the number of people who
would be phased out of welfare.

It scems like odd timing to be
pushing hard to get women with
children who are among the least
skilled into a light labor market.”
said Katherine McFate, associate
director of social policy at the
Joint Center for Political and Eco-
nomic Studics.

wiilam Knistol, an influential
conscrvative voice who has
helped marshal opposition to
Clinton's hcalth-carc plan, called
on Republicans to reject the presi-
dent's welfare proposal.

“Coming as it docs after an ex-
traordinary 17-month dclay. and
at the very moment when his
health-carc plan iccters on lhe
brink of cxtinclion. the welfarc-
reform PR campaign now under

..(;iinton's welfare

reform plan

mothers born before 1972

jobs on their own.

private employment

workforce

women on welfare

programs

responsible adult

parents who owe child support

fail to pay child support

m Spend $9.3 billion over five years on job training, child care, leen
pregnancy prevention and public service jobs for welfare recipients

W Leave the current welfare system largely intact for welfare

W Target educdtion, training on welfare mothers born in 1972 or later

2/ A 24-month, lifetime limit on cash benefits lor wellare recipients
over the age of 18. After the 24 months, they would be required to
work in taxpayer-financed public service jobs if they did not get

& Allow recipients lo remain in public service jobs if they can't find

M End wellare benefits for recipients who refuse to stay in school,
look for work, go 1o job training or accept job offer

W Guarantee child care to welfare recipients during education,
training programs and for one year after they leave welfare for the

= Allow states to limit additional benefits for children conceived by

= Initiate a nalional campaign against teen pregnancy; provide
grants lo about 1,000 middle and high schools for teen pregnancy

| Discourage unwed motherhood among teens by refusing to issue
separate wellare checks to minors living apan from parents or

R Require hospitals to establish paternity at birth as a way to
improve child support collections

B Establish a national child support clearinghouse with registries of

B Withhold wages and suspend professional and
occupational licenses and driver's licenses from fathers who

B Much of the money for the plan comes from cuts in social
spending and restriction on heaith and welfare benefits for legal
immigrants whose relatives can afford to support them.

Highlights of the president’s new plan to overhaul the wellare system: ]
i

L
Soutce: Suinrnary of Chnton plan provided o Congress

way is the Clinton administration
at its most cynical,” Kristol said
in an open letter 1o Republican
Icaders.

*[s this the same William Kris-
10! who said hcalth care is not a
crisis”" said Rep. Alan Wheal, a3
Clinton ally and backer of a plan
similar to the president’s. “I don™t
think mosl Republicans share that
cynical approach to government.”

Wheat, a Democrat from Kan-
sas City. is onc of several Kansas
and Missouri lawmakers who
have staked out crucial roles in
the welfare-reform debate.

Others who have drafied wel-
farc-reform  legislation  include
Kasscbaum. Sen. Kit Bond of
Missouri. Rep. Jan Meyers of
Overland Park and Rep. Jim Tal-
cnt of Missouri. All arc Re-
publicans.

Bond. who has introduced the
only bipartisan welfare reform
proposal with Democratic Sen.

Knight-Riader Tribune

Tom Harkin of lowa, complained
that by limiting itself to women
born in 1972 or later, Clinton’s
proposal would target only 5 per-
cent of welfare bencficiarics.

“That means the welfare culture

. will get a free ride,™ he said.
*They're getting off scot-free.™

By comparison, he said, his and
Harkin's bill would affect 60 per-
cent of the welfare population by
the year 2,000 and 90 percent by
2002.

Kassebaum. who has intro-
duced a bill 10 send all welfarc re-
sponsibilities 10 the states and
give all oversight for Medicaid to
the federal govermment. said
Clinton’s proposal 10 keep partici-
pants in community scrvice jobs
until they find private jobs could
cost far more than his $9 billion
cstimate.

“Where's the
this?" she said.

moncey for all

Women suffered
the system’s flaws

Continued from A-1

from $772.

*Plus | had 10 buy uniforms and
pay for bus fare,” Karla said Mon-
day. *'I really wanicd to work, be-
cause | was tired of sitting around
and 1 wanted things for my kids,
but | couldn't atford it after a
while.”

Bingo. said Sister Bena Sailer,
director of St. Vincent's Family
Service day-carc center at 3list
Strecet and Troost Avenuce.,

*~Karla should have been re-
warded lor getting out and getling
a job." she said. “But instead, it
was like the system wanted to put
her back in her place. She made a
sound cconomic decision by quit-
ting her job.”

Sailer co-founded St. Yincent's
25 years ago to serve poor fami-
lies. More than half of the parents
of the center’s 240 children re-
ceive welfare benelits.

“Getting off welfare and going
to work must be an improvement
in their lives,” she said. “If not,
what's the motivation? These
moms have kids to care for.

“Suburban America might say
these mothers are lazy for not
working. No, these mothers are
smart.”

Here's what Sailer would like 10
see included in the president’s
plan:

M Parents must not lose health
coverage by taking a job.

W Child<arc benefits must be
expanded, because parents can't
pay for child care with a mini-
mum-wage job.

B Benelits must keep coming
for a ycar or so after the recipient
lands a job and then decreasc
gradually.

M Finally, therc must be jobs
— in the ncighborhoods where
parents live, because many don't
have transporiation.

“You can havc the best voca-
tional training in the world. but it
doesn’t do a bit of good if there
are no jobs,” Sailer said.

*Qur moms get offered jobs as
dishwashers out in Johnson Coun-
ty. Thev can’t 1ake jobs out there.
The bus lines quit running by the
time they get ofl work.™

The biggest and most bafThing
problem to her is child care.

As long as a welfare recipient is

in school or vocational training.
she can receive free child care
through state subsidies. But tha
aid cnds when she getsa job.

“There’s at least a year's wail-
ing list 10 get child-care moncv
when vou go 10 work,” Sailer said.
“The system would rather scek
out the one woman who doesn't
want a job and they say, "We're
going to make you work!" ™

Another problem is the rule that
prohibits a man from living ina
single mother's home if she is re-
ceiving welfare. )

“We all know how imporant
having two parents around is for
children, but as soon as a man
moves in, the woman loses her
benefits,” Sailer said.

Mac Richardson has been there.
She used to be a welfare mother
before she managed 1o get off.

“They would come in and
scarch your house for a man’s
shoes,” she said. “And they would
ask when was the last time you
slept with him.. That was degrad-
ing.”

Richardson said the monthly
checks are so small that the recipy-
ent can't do much other than sit 31
home. And families sulTer becausc
their clothes, toys and food aren’™
as nice as other families’.

=1 don’t know if | could get ot
loday,” she added. “It’s alot casy
ertogeton thanitistogetoff. '
almost like they want to keep vou
there.™

When Richardson was on we!
fare, her monthly payments were
augmentcd by a rent subsidy.

Today there is a great shortage
of rent aid, said David English. a
program dcwveloper at St Vin-
cent’s.

**Single mothers on welfarc can-
not afford rent,” English said.
“We've got all these nomadic fam-
ilies moving every two or threc
months, because that’s how long 1t
takes to throw them out of an
apartment.”

Sailer thinks the sysiem is s¢
flawed that reform might be im-
possiblc.

“We might have to stant from
scratch,” Sailer said. *'I just know
that we need a government tha:
spends less on armies. oil compa-
nies and tobacco growers anc
morc 10 help poor working moth.
ers.”
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| What’s wrong with welfare?

Missouri programs

help trim the rolls

By MATT CAMPBELL,
BILL NORTON

and MARY SANCHEZ
Statf Writers

Three Missouri programs
aimed at turning welfare depen-
dents into workers will get presi-

dential scrutiny today when Bill

Clinton comes to Kansas City to
plug his own welfare-reform plan.
Two of the programs, the state-
run Futures and the nonprofit
Women’s Employmeant Network,
have a track record of removing
people from the welfare rolls. An-
other state program, 21st Century
Communities, will start in July
and build on the Futures effort.
.Vicki Phelps, a 34-year-old
mother ol three, credits the em-

ployment network with ending a |
five-ycar reliance on wclfarc :

checks.

For 19 months she has been a
computer operator for Con-
tinuum Vantage, a local cormpany
that provides services for insur-

ance companies. She also attends !

Penn Valley Community College
at night.

Phelps said the nclwork lopplcs _

barriers.

“The reason most women can't
go back to work is they can't af-
ford child care or transportation,”

she said. “They don't have skills -
1o write resumes. Sometimes they

don't have the self-esteem, don't
bave clothing.”

The employment network hclps

See MISSOURI, A-9, Col. 1
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with all that, and on a personal
level.

“You're not a number,” Phelps
said. “The counselors give a great
deal of attention to each person.”

Most of the women come into
the. network dejected, literally
looking downward. When they
graduate they have “a’very real
turmaround,” said director Leigh
Kline. ’

It requires a commitment of
four- weeks of all-day classes.
Teachers are on-site 1o help some
women pass high school equiva-
lency tests. After training, the net-
work helps the women find jobs
and keeps track of them.

Ah average of 30 women gradu-
ate each month — about 1,700
since 1986. The job-placement
rate is 75 percent to 80 percent.
Some even go on to an entrepre-
neurial program to start their own
businesses.

“We help them train for a ca-
reer;, ‘not the first fast-food job,"
said Beth K. Smith, network
chairwoman. “We don't want to
create the working poor.”

Phelps is glad to see the
Women's Employment Network
approach being viewed as a model
for welfare reform.

*1t should be given a chance to’

work on a bigger scale,” she said.
“Now they are only equipped to
take 30 to 35 women every
month. | know that there are hun-
dreds that need to be doing it.”

A future with Futures

Alfreda Gipson was working
part time, usually as a waitress.
And she was taking computer
classes at a business college that
closed unexpectedly.

She had an infant son and a
daughter. What she didn't have
was a partner to help pay the way.

“When the baby got sick, that
was it,” Gipson said. “It was ei-

Vicki Phelps
... spent five years on welfare

President Clinton

To hear excerpts from Presi-
dent Clinton's speech today
in Kansas City, or to leave
comments about it, call (816)

889-7827 and enter 1066

after 3p.m.

ther get the baby's medicine or
buy the bus pass (to school). I got
the baby’s medicine.”

The dilemma dfove her to apply
for Aid to Families with Depen-
dent Children eight years ago
when she was 20.

Sometimey she found work and
dropped off the rolls. ““I was al-
ways doing something. It's not
like they all make it seem, that
you're just sitting around the
house, drawing checks,” Gipson
said. “Bul you can't make too
much money. They put you off™
the rolls.

In 1992 she discovered Futures,

gl

-——

Alfreda Glpson
.. . Ireedom came with job

a local variation on a federal job-
training program coordinated by
the Missouri Division of Family
Services.

The program provided her com-
puter training, child-care expenses

and bus fare and allowed her to

keep receiving benefits from the
state, especially Medicaid.

She took classes in survival
skills, such as managing her
money and child rearing.

Most important, she said, she
was assigned an advocate, some-
one she could talk toc one-on-one.

“Mine became my best friend,”
she said.

She stayed 18 months; the ten-

ure depends on the individual's

needs. She shopped for jobs. Not
everyone was impressed. *'A lot of
people don’t want to give you a
chance.”

Then the Futures program had
a clerk-typist opening. Now she
handles the Futures waiting list,
which has more than 6,000
names.

With the job comes health in-
surance and {reedom.

“I don't get anything from the
state fow,” she said. ‘

“They consider mc a success
story, but I don't think I'm
through with it yet,”

She intends to return to college
and to send her two children as
well. .

A new twist

- The 21st Century Communities
program will require participants
to work for their welfare benefits,
which will be supplemented by
local employers.

The state will give employers
the dollar equivalent of Aid to
Families with Dependent Chil-
dren and food stamp benefits to
help subsidize the cost of hiring
welfare recipients.

For example, if the cash value
of Aid to Families with Depen-
dent Children and food stamps is
$3.08 an hour, the employer
would supplement that by $3.50
so that the actual wage would be
$6.58 an hour, said Bert Berkley,
chairman of the board for Tension
Envelope Corp. and a strong sup-
porter of the program.

By allowing .only companies
that create new jobs to participate,
the program ensures that no one is
laid off or. displaced by the pro-
gram. Organizers hope the job op-
portunities will allow people to
eventually leave the welfare sys-
tem.

“It is essential-that these are
new jobs,” Berkley said. “We're
trying to make this an opportunity
for people to raise themselves up
by their bootstraps."”

The program also allows people
to retain medical and day-care
benefils, said Paula Cardello, dep-
uty coordinator of the Local In-
vestment Commission.

The comraission is a com-
munity-based group that is help-
ing the Missouri Department of
Social Services oversee the 21st
Century Communities program

tiy MATT CAMPBELL
and BILL NORTON
Stat! Writers

President Clinton will meet
today with at least four area
women who made the transi-
tion from welfare to work
force.

The women, whose names
were forwarded to the White
House by the local Women's
Employment Network and
Missouri's Futures program,
were expected to add a positive
spin to the administration's na-
tional welfare-reform plan.

The women are (o receive a
I'rhour bricfing with White
House officials before their
meeting with Clinton, said Ar-
lenda MofTitt, a 26-year-old

"Kansas City mother who has
been on and off welfare since
1986.

She recently began eaming
$7 an hour working in cus-
tomer service for Pitney Bowes
Management Services and is
supporting her two children.

Mofitt, who went through
the network training program
and now is enrolled in Futures,
said she was eager to tell
Clinton about her success.

Other women set to meet
with Clinton include Pamela
Ruhnke of Independence and

Women off welfare
to talk with Clinton

Vicki Phelps and Birdella
Smith of Kansas City.

In 1989 Ruhnke was working
three jobs but was still unable
to support her three children.
She made too much moncy 1o
qualify for welfare, so she quit
two of her jobs and reapplied.

Through Futures, she re-
ceived educationai and job-
training help and now eamns
$7.35 an hour as an apprentice
with Cates Sheet Metal Indus-
tries. She could work her way
up to earning more than $20 an
hour.

Phelps, 34, is another gradu-
ate of the Women's Employ-
ment Network. Medical prob-
lems forced her to leave her in-
surance company job in 1987,
and she received welfare checks.
for five years.

"Phelps, a single mother of
three, now carns $1 5,000 asnu-
ally at Continuum Vantage, su-
pervises three persons and han-
dies billings for 700 clients.

Smith, also 34 and the moth-
er of three, had been on and off
welfare for years before Futures
and the Women’'s Employment
Network helped her get a secre-
tarial job at Hellmuth Obata &
Kassabaum Architects. She
carns $6.75 an hour with full
bencfits.

and cther welfare reform efTorts.
Berklcy is a founder of the com-
mission.

Kausas City is the only city in
the nation. piloting the 21st Cen-
tury program.

Gecrgeanna Designs, a Kansas
City greeting card assembly com-
pany, is the first company to join
the program, but other businesses
have expressed interest, Cardello

said.

“We're looking at it as an op-
portunity for people who haven't
had job opporunities before,”
Cardello said. .




President Clinton’s welfare viSit

Welfare-to-work tales lead Clinton to Commerce Bank

By TED SICKINGER
Statt Writer

If you necd to make an ATM
withdrawal at 922 Walnut St
loday, you had better think again.

The president is coming.

Commerce Bank of Kansas City
will play host to 250 gucsts from
across Kansas City and to 150
journalists from across the coun-

try as President Clinton unveils
his welfare reform initiative there.,

“Things arc pretty exciting
around here,” said Jonathan M.
Kemper, president and chief ex-
ccutive officer of Commerce Bank
of Kansas City. ““1t’s hard to imag-
inc a morc prestigious guest to
have at the bank.”

Nor onc who involves so much
preparation. Normal banking at

that location will come to a halt.
Staff members have been trans-
ferred to a ncighboring branch to
handlc the overflow busincss that
is anticipated as customers  dis-
cover their branch has becen over-
run.
Why Commercc?

““*Commerce 1s onc of many or-
ganizations in Kansas City that
have successfully hired pcople and

moved them from welfare to
work,” said a White House aide
who helped organize the presi-
dent’s visit. *“We looked at a num-
ber of locations. Commerce
worked logistically.”

A Whitc House advance tcam
was scnt out Friday to look at pro-
spective speech sites. Its concerns
included such logistics as sccurity,
acoustics, space available and the

% Tuesday, June 14, 1994
The Kansas City Star
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television friendliness of the pc
dium from which the presider
will speak.

The White House team als
considered Paylcss Cashways Inc
thec Kansas City building
matcrials retailer, but quickl
ruled it out for sccurity reason:
Eleven floors of balconics su:
round the atrium where the pres
~dent would have spoken.
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Training,
jobs pushed
in KC speech

By SIEVE KRASKL
Pf_)lilical Coirespondan

Using a Kansas City bank lobby oy
his sctting, President Chnton s facs-
day unveiled a federal welfire tetonm
plan that lor the Arst tme would res
quire sonme reciplents 1o work.

“I really believe that e have a
chance finally to replace Jependence
with independence, welfure with work”
Clinton told a crowd of 2350 ut the Cuaie
merce Bank, 922 Walnut St

“Let's go do i, he satd.

The president, who was niaking lis
second trip to the city in 10 weeks, said
he would submit his loug-awaited and
delayed plan to Congress withtn o lew
days. The bill, however, 1s eapeticd o
bog down this ycar behind the cven
more complicated health-care bill

Throughout the president's  2i-
minute address, Kuusas City people and
programs, such us the Women's e
ployment Network, were given protlil
nent attention.

Clinton was introduced by Yolaida
Magee, a 21-year-old former welture chi-
ent who now works at Comierce Baulk
He also recognized nine other Kanuas
City-area women who unce had beenon
public assistance,

“I these Amciican atizens can do

P G [T
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Clinton pitches
welfare reform
during KC visit

Continued from A-1

1 applause lrom a crowd selected
by White House aatl in recent
days

The cvent was staged in the
bank’s normally busiling lobby,
which had been transiored inio
2 vmall auditarium. Leit of stage.
teller windows were emipiy alung a
wall occupicd by 3 huge. glcaming
vault,

I came out here 1o the hean of
Atnerica,” Clinton explatned. "'to
a bank where Ilarry Tiuman had
his [irst job. to 1alk about the val-
ues that sustainusall ... —

While llouse aides said Kansas
City was picked because of its suc-
ccss at starting innovalive wellare
programs. The 1ssuc also was ad-
dressed in JefTerson City this year
where the General Assembly
passed 3 swceping welflare mea-
sure similar i1 many ways 10
Clinton's.

The president appeared to re-
spond to critics — whirch include
both liberals and conservatives —
when he said his $9.3 bullion plan.
known as the Wurk and Responsi
bility Act, is only a [irst step 10~
ward reform,

But, Qlinton said, the nation
has 1o at least begin the process of
improving welfare.

“We owe it 10 the next genera-
tion,” he said.

“We cannot permut millions
and millions and miilions of
American children 10 be trapped
1n 2 cycle of dependency ... with
parents who are irapped 1n a sys.
tem that doesn’t develop their
human capacity to live up lo Lhe
fullest of their God-given abilities
and 10 succeed as both workers |
and pa

Clinlon appcared 1o speak more
stowly and with less dramanc
punch than usual at the beginning
of his address. e gained an emo-
Gunal edge as he weni along. how-
ever. encouraged by abundant ap-
plause.

“We have 1o repaii the dam-
aged bond between our pcoplc
aud their government, manifested
in the way the welfare sysiem
works,” the president said.

tHe then added his irademark

§

line: "We have 10 end weltare as
we know it.”

‘That slogan has irritated critics
who note that at the end of the
decade, fewer than 8 percent of
wellare recipicnts would actually
be enrolled in a work program.

In bricling papers distributed
belore  the  speech,  however,
Clinon’s s1alf preferred 10 say |
million parents would be pushed
into the work force by 2000.

And  another  administration
statistic.  Federal child-suppon
payments would more than dou-
ble from $9 billion 10 $20 billion.

Although a sirong supporter of
ithe president, Mayor Emanue!
Cleaver expressed concern in an
airport interview that cosis of re-
form could end up being another
unfunded federal mandate.

“We don't want welfare reform
to end up causing the local gov-
ernment, slate or cily, (o have to
assume responsibility 1hat hereto-
fore was the [federal gov-
ermment’s.”

Later, in remarks delivered at
the bank, the tmayor drew a laugh
when he referred to Clinton's re-
cent string of visits, which in-
cluded a town hall meecting on
healih carc in April.

““We are nol going to lax you,”
Cleavers said, “even though you've
been here enough.™

Also on the plaiform with the
president were Magee, Gov. Mel
Camahan, Health and Human
Services Secrelary Donna Shalala,
Commerce Bank Chief Exccutive
Jonathan Kemper and U.S. Rep.
Alan Wheal of Kansas City, who
New back 10 Washington with the
president.

Clinton stayed away (rom de-
tails of his proposal, many of
which had been leaked 10 report-
ers during recent months as the
administration bashed over the
plan .

The proposal’s cornersione is a
two-vear limit on cash benefits. an
idca Clinton used 10 define him-
sclf as a new Democral during his
1992 campaign.

After that, those still on the rolls
who were born afier 1971 would
be required 10 join a work pro-

STEVE QOHZALES/The Star

Mavyor Cleaver gave 1he president a laugh and a break by saying that
Jespile lus many tr1ps 10 Kansas City he cian’t have 10 pay the city 1ax,

STEVE QONZALES/The S a1

Prasident Clinton drove home a point about his welfare proposal as he addressed a crowd at Commaerce Bank on Tuasday atternoon.

gram, essentially @ subsidized or
cominunily service job paying the
minimum wage.

The plan calls for spending an
additional $2.8 billion for educa-
tiont and training and $2 7 billion
more for child cace.

Recipients who refuse 1o stay in
school, 1ook for work or altend job
training programs would lose iheir
cash , assislance. Administration
officials said afterward that time
limits and serious work require-
ments have never been imposed
belore.

The plan also would put in
place what Clinton cailed- the
“toughest child-suppon enforce-
ment measures” in U.S. history.
Hospilals would be required (o es-
wublish paternity at birth with wel-
fare applicants required 10 name
and help find fathers before they
could receive benefits.

Clision said the effort would
help government workers collect
an cstimated $34 billion in child
suppon that has gone uncollecied.

“We can no longer say that the
business of bringing & child into
the world carnes no responsibility
with it and that someone can walk
away from it,” Clinton said as
many audience members nodded
in approval,

The president’s plan also calls
for a national campaign againsi
tecn pregnancy.

“1t will not be wmed around
overnight.” Ciinlon said about the
problem. “To change a country on
a profound issuce like this requires
the effons of millions and mijl-
lions and millions of vou 1alkifg
openly and honesily about these
things ™

Mothers under 18 would not be
subject (0 the two-vear ume limi.
but teen-agc molbers who re-
ceived benefits would be required
10 512y in schoot and work loward
finding a job

The admunisiranion  said
Clinton’s ptan would not increase
the deficit of resull in a 1ax o
crease. The plan would be paid lor

B Cliriton's welfare:

mothers born before 1972

jobs on their own.

privale smnployment

workforce

women on wellare

programs

responsible adult
M Require hospsials ta establish
improve child support collections

parents who owe child support

fail to pay child support

- reform plan

Highlights of tha president's new plan to overhaul lhe wellare syslem
B Spend $9.3 billion over five years on job training, child care, teen
Ppregnancy prevenlion and public service obs lor wellare recipients
H Leave the current wellare sysiem lasgely intact tor wellare

B Target education, Lraining on weilaig mothers born in 1972 or later
B A 24-month, lifetime timit on cash benefits lor wellare ecipients
over the age of 18. Afier Lhe 24 months, they would be required 10
work in laxpayer-financed public service jobs if they did not gel

B Allow recipients 1o remain In publc service jobs it hey can’ ing

& Much of the money lor the plan comes trom culs i social .
_sper}dna and reslriclon on heallth and waliare benefits lor legat
immugranis whose relatives can atord to supporl them

o
-ry

W End wellare benefits for reciprents who sefuse 1o slay in school. !
look lor work, go 1o job training or accep! job ofer I
® Guarantee child care to wellare recipients during education,
Waining programs and for ane year after lhey leave wellare lot the 1
'
i
|

B Allow slales 1o hmnt addilional benehits for chitdrers concewed by

W Iniliate a national campaign against teen pregnancy; provide
grants to aboul 1,000 middle and high schools ?

lor teen pregnancy

M Discourage unwed motherhood among teens by relusing 1o issue
separate wellare checks 1o munors living apar lrom parenis ot h

palernity al birth as a way 1o
W Establish a national child suppon clearinghiouse wilh registiies of

B Withhold wages and suspend prolessional and
occupational licenses and driver's licenses from lathers wiio

Sousce Surmary of Clneon pran provesed 10 Congres:

by dropping aliens ol wellare
rolls, cutling payments 1o recipi-
ents who are addicied 1o drugs or
alcohol and by cutiing censin
farm subsidics.

The president. who flew on Air
Force One into Kansas Ciny lier-
nanonal Auport. war greewed by

*Pn-R0ac Tritan

hundreds of Kansas Cinans wha
lined 1he pobee barncades ar
Ninth and Main sireeis 1o waich
the presidennial molorcade pass
The crowd comained a few pro-
testers mosi noiably thoss whe
staied tha1 abormon bhad ne place

m a wellare package.

Once i the Lank builbig,
Chnton met with the fonner wel
fare clicnts hic later inuoduca!
his speech. Alierward. some of i
women said the president ashoy
qucstions abuut iheir welfare ¢v-
periences.

“He really wanted o know
opintans.” Teacy Vanan om
afl the women e 1alked 10 us
like he'd known us o long noie, 11
was very down to canh

Varron. a regisiered noise whee
works at Excelsior Spings M-
cal Center, lauded Chinton's pree
posats, as did the other former
welfare recipucins,

“They should hase done this
rears ago.” Varron said. “Even
body™s stuck when they're an
wellare sysiem. And they don’
RIVE Y0U any way 1o gei oun,”

Kathy  Romera said i
atmosphere dn e anom
Cirnion was ™“sart ol nervou
first but that it groved
Pioved

Tl was just acal comifonabl
tospeal with,” shv saul

Chnstine Mcloaald said
two-year hmit i the presidend -
plan should nut puse a problem

“Hoyou can’t find sumciing
that ume then you're not tealls
Inving s said

w

ihe
Wil

"

Magee. the former weltie ch-
ol who wiroduced Clinton, wie
grected with a stunding evation
betore she spoke

Fighiing nevves, M
the ades that weltase aiould be «
up e kelp sigle parenis fine
work by provading cald can
puaraniced health ¢ i nooe
wanng

pushey!

Tl would Bhe o ieliom e
uon thai a traaeae
beoa stepping slone 1 oa bener -
e she said.

Staft wraers ol Tovhe S,
Canon. hellv Guibue
Camphell comritated
tade

PHIAY
neo
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CIInton wolfaro plan
doesn’t ring entirely true
to women on public aid.

By BILL NORTON
Sufwrter

Pardon the four mothers if they
sounded jaded.

But about 40 years of cxperience
on the welfare rolls can do that to
somebody.

So when the four women — Kathy
Brown, Mary Gray, Tammy Jackson

METROPOLITAN EDITION * *

Mothers react with

- znd Nancy Tlmberlake — listened 10
President Clinton sketch how he.inww ..Gray, a mother of three, nodded-
approvingly as Clinton talked of ex~
tending child-carc. and health ben-!
efits for a time afler a mother re--

tended lo reform welfare *
know it,” the women scoffed.

Oh, they found a few things to
laud. Like when he talked about a tax
break for the poor. And the absolute

‘as we

nced lo pay for child care and medi- °

cal care for mothers straining to wean
themselves from Aid to Families
with Dependent Children.
Timberlake, for example, said she
would grab ajob and quit AFDCina
minute if the state continued to pro-
vide Medicaid for health insurance

and chxld care for her three chddr:n

turned to work. “That'll work,” she. §

said. “He's never made more sense.”
And the women applauded when
the president said, in effect, that peo-
ple who want to know what needs to
be changed about welfare should ask
those who are on it.
But to these women, Clinton ap-
peared to be talking about the dozen
See MOTHERS. A-12

Mothers on welfare doubt

Although major elements of the President's plan have been
known for weeks, many in Washington took the opportunity to
respond to its announcemen! Tuesday. Some of their remarks:

| “It1s timid. it is weak. It does not address the central issue.”
-— William Bennett, a leading conservative who advocates a far
more radical approach

“The president’s plan reflects the public mood, which is not to
abolish welfare as the right would do, but replace it with a social
policy based on work.”

— Will Marshall, president of the Progressive Pollcy Institute

“The president Is brilliant at describing a Fenari but his staff
continues to deliver a Yugo.”
— House Minority Whip Newt Gingrich of Georgia

Il tell you, I'm sorely disappointed in the approach laken by
Prasident Clinton. For sumeone who campaigned on
change...this approach sounds like something out of the New
Deal...Government jobs for everyone — what kind of nonsense
is that?"

— Sen. Tom Harkin, an lowa Democrat who has co-sponsored
another welfare reform biil

“He's the first president in our history to have the courage and
nobility to address the problem of out-of-wedlock birth.”

— Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, the New York Democrat who
chastised the prasident earlier this year for dragging his leet

“While there are some important new initiatives in this plan, other
provisions thi  2n to push some poor children and families
deeper into poverty.”

— Marian Wright Edeiman, president of the Children's Defense
Fund

Fraim i Rracs cidim cac s as and Ml kimadan beann

Continued from A-1

mothers in his audience at Com-
merce Bank who had worked their
way off public aid with the help of
stale-supported programs.

He didn't appear 10 be talking
about them.

QOver a sack lunch arranged by
the The Kansas City Star. the
women watched the president's
presentation and offered their
views.

They feel trapped: “Welfare is a
mindset — that you can't do any
better than this,” Gray com-
plained.

And they feel put down. They
thought Clinton was saying that
without work, they were of no
value. “Being a mom is a full-time
job,” Timberlake said.

When one of the former welfare
mothers spoke on television of
how proud she was 10 escape the
dole, Jackson bitterly asked the
image on the screen: “Yeah, but
whal did you have to give up to
getitdone?”

These were not the teen-age
mothers that seem to be the target
of Clinton’s program — a group
that critics and proponents alike
say amounts to about 1.5 million
of the 4.8 million families on wel-
fare. Only two of these mothers
gave birth while 1n their teens.
And none sought welfare unti}
they were in their mid-20s or early
30s.

The women range in age from
30 w0 39. All but one has worked
full time; their contact with the
system has been on-again. off-

again.

Timberiake

Jackson

who were divorced cheered
Clinton’s threat 1o come down on
fathers who do not pay child sup-
port, a shortfall he says now has
reached $34 billion.

Two of the women are married
and their husbands are out of
work because of injuries. Both
husbands have tried to take ad-
vantage of Missouni's Futures pro-
gram, which provides education
and job training to welfare recipi-
ents. Brown is the only mother
who is in Futures, which is a
model for what Clinton says he
wants to do nationwide.

When Clinton said the cx-
welfare mothers who met with
him declared they would make
jobs programs like Futures man-
datory to receive benefits, the
women snorted.

*1 don't think that's what they
believe,” Brown said. All the
women complained that Futures
is fraught with “bugs.” While ex-
pressing fear that they would suf-
fer repercussions if they spoke oo
franklv, Brown outlined a di-

- THE KANSAS C Y STAR.

“Welfare is
a mindset
— that you
can’t do
any better
than this.”
- Mary Gray

She is taking classes 10 become
a licensed practical nurse. Futures
pays for that. But with the train-
ing she has now, she wants 1o take
a job as a certified nurse’s as-
sistant 10 supplement her income
and still go 10 school 1o get her
licensed practical nursing licensc.
*If I go lo work, they will nol pay
for the rest of my schooling.”

All of the women had received
aid for more than five years. <o
they were not convinced Clinton’s
two-year cap on benefitls would
work.

The wunasked question was,
what happens to those who don’t
find work in two years?

Timberlake suspected she knew
part of the answer: "“He’s going 1o
be putting a hurt on some kids.”

None of the women wants 1o re-
main on welfare. None wants (0
pass the mindset on 1o their chil-
dren.

Said Brown: ! tell my kids on a
daily basis: Go to school. Get an
education. Get a gooed job. and

vt wen't have 1A an throaeh
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Tight security
and smoky meat

The president’s car breaks from the motorcade
so he can savor the ribs, beef and ham at Gates.

By MIKE HENDRICKS
and RICK ALM
Stalf Writers

Not Ricky's, not Roscdalce, not
Bryant's.

When the president was ready
for a platc of smoked dclights on
Tucsday, his black limousinc
pulled up outside the Gates rib
joint at 12th Strect and Brooklyn
Avcnuc.

Motorcycle  police  blocked
strects and Sccret Service agents

scouted the gathering  crowd
through dark sunglasscs.

A presidential visit is certainly a
special occasion, but Bill Clinton
did not escape the usual greeting
from the enthusiastic counter help
at Gates & Sons Bar-B-Q. i

“Hi, may | help you?" they
boomed.

Arzehia Gates swears to it

“He took the mixed plate,” said
the catering manager. Ribs, ham,
beef, bread and fries. Clinton

See SECRET, C-3, Col. 1

DAVID PULLIAM/The Star

President Clinton caused some lunchtime excitement Tuesday with an
unannounced visit to Gates & Sons Bar-B-Q, left, at 12th Street and
Brooklyn Avenue. Things were quieter, above, for owner Ricky Smith
(Ieft), Walter Nelson {center) and Denver Morris at Ricky's Pit Bar-B-
Que in Kansas City. Kan., 8 stop for Clinton on a previous Kansas City
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washed it all down with *‘that red
soda water,” said owner Ollic
Gates, who sat at the president’s
table alor.g with U.S. Rcps. Alan
Whcat and Pat Danner.

For Kansas City barbecue pur-
veyors, it was the biggest coup
sincc Jimmy Carter chewed on
ribs at Arthur Bryant's 15 ycars
ago.

“Finally, a prcsident comes
around to Gates,” Olliec Gates
crowed as Clinton departed about
2:30 p.m. He was so proud, his
suspenders seemed (o stretch o
couple of inches as Sccret Service
men hauled out slabs of ribs and
beans for the trip home on Air
Force Onc.

An honor to be sure, Mr. Gatcs.
But don’t get too cocky. Perhaps
the president was just checking
out the competition for his sup-
poscd favorite, Ricky's Pit Bar-B-
Que in Kansas City, Kan.

After all, i's Ricky's that claims
to be the “President’s Choice.”
Says so right on the business cards
that Ricky Smith hands out.

R T T S R P e CRTRE

Secret lunch destmatlon Gates & Sons

Those arc the cards with a color
photograph of Clinton shaking
hands with Smith, a native of
Clinton’s home state of Arkansas.

When they clashed at the last
presidential visit here in April,
Ricky’s and Gales were tripping
all over cach other outside a tele-
vision studio in Fairway.

Both believed they were the of-
ficial caterer for Clinton's town
hall meeting on his health-care
plan.

Turned out that Clinton’s crew
had ordered ribs, sausage and
beans from Ricky's. Channel §,
which broadcast the event, called
in Gates to feed the media and
others.

*The Sccret Service told us the
president didn't want” any other

kind besides Ricky’s, Smith said

then.

He¢ remained confident, even
after Clinton's choice Tuesday.
“It’s a grcat competition,” Smith
said. Ollxc Gates is a good friend
of mine.’

Certainly, he has reason to be
upbcat.

After all, it was Ricky's, not
Gates, that supplied food to the
president’s inauguration. It was
Ricky's where candidate Clinton
stopped during the 1992 election
campaign.

Once again, Ricky’s and Gates
both supplied food for the presi-
dent’s traveling party earlier Tues-
day at Commerce Bank, where
Clinton announced his welfare re-
form plan.

And, in the interest of inclusive-
ness and fair play, Rosedale Bar-
becue on Southwest Boulevard
was picked to send food to Air
Force One for the flight back to
Washington, D.C.

But the visit to Gates was the
first for a local restaurant since
Clinton became president, and
that gives Gates an edge in the
competition,

Arzelia Gates got the first ink-
ling Tuesday morning, as she set
up her tables at Commerce. Then
at 1:15 p,m., the Secret Service
swept through the restaurant and
secured it-

The stop, about a balf-hour

later, wasn't on the schedule, The
president’s party cut away from
the rest of the motorcade and sped
to the restaurant.

Similar secrecy surrounded the
visit by Jimmy and Rosalyn Cart-
er to Arthur Bryant’s in 1979.

*Carter’s lunch stop at Bryant’s
was the most tightly guarded se-
cret of his visit,” news reports said
then.

And then as now, patrons inside
were allowed to stay while the
president ate.

Bruce Weinberg and his wife,
Amy Ebersole, walked in with
Amy's mother, Marilyn Ebersole,
just before Clinton arrived.

They sat in the booth across
from Clinton and heard him dis-
cuss politics and barbecue.

**He said this is good barbecue,”
said Bruce Weinberg.

Wcmbcrg, a Boston resident
who visits Gates when he is in
Kansas City, got something spe-
cial to remember this visit, When
the president left, Wcmberg took
Clinton’s plate as a souvenir.

It was slippery with sauce.
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Midwestern welcome

- When President Clinton came to Kansas City

- Tuesday to unveil his welfare initiative, he was
_following a sensible tradition. He invoked the

name of Harry S. Truman, the gutsy fighter for
the common folk, and Clinton took full advan-

tage of Midwesterners’ customary hospitality.

The Midwest is justifiably proud of its warm
welcomes — this one was decidedly hot outside
— and the Midwest bows to no other region of
the country when it comes to patriotism and
honoring this country and its top leaders.

Presidents could easily hide inside the Wash-
ington cocoon, sheltered from real people with
real-life worries and problems. But chief execu-

tives in recent years especially have trooped to

Kansas City and other Midwest locations.
- President Ford unveiled his national WIN —

"Whip Inflation Now — program here.

President Carter came to Kansas City to hob-
nob with farmers and assess Bryant’s world-

famous barbecue ribs. (Clinton tried the other

ribs when he slipped out of sight long enough to

eat at Gates.)

President Reagan brought several messages
on different occasions but was especially poi-
gnant in his salute to Truman in Reagan’s first
major venture outside Washington after under-
going cancer surgery.

President Bush made a trail through this re-

. gion, savoring the welcome of an area not that

far from the city where his mother grew up and
one of his brothers still lives.

And now President Clinton has visited here
twice in 10 weeks, pushing two of the major
initiatives of his presidency, health care reform
and welfare reform.

The presidents had sound reasons for coming

here. It’s not that the problems that look so in-
tractable in Washington are any less real here
— they’re not. In fact, problems and challenges
here match any to be encountered anywhere
else in this too-often contentious land. It's just
that people hereabouts are accustomed to deal-

ing with problems matter-of-factly with solid

common sense and little fanfare. It’s also that

‘citizens here, by and large, represent a form of

day-to-day friendliness not often observed on
either the East or West coasts.

It's true there was a handful of protesters
against the president’s visit, but they did noth-
ing to diminish the welcome more than 99 per-
cent of the region offered to the high office
Clinton holds.

-Inside the Commerce Bank where the presi-
dent spoke, the crowd was guaranteed to be
friendly because it was assembled by Demo-

_cratic Party strategists who wanted to reward

their faithful. But even if this had been an
equal-opportunity Democrat-and-Republican
crowd, chances are people here would have
honored the presidential office even as some
political opponents busily took silent notes for
battles yet to come. _

There are elements of the welfare reform plan
the president proposed on Tuesday that this
newspaper will continue to study. Even if
Clinton has been working on this problem for
14 years, solutions won’t be quite as neat or
uncomplicated as he suggested.

For the moment, however, while the various

.analyses whirl away, it’s time to say a good

word for old-fashioned courtesy and honoring
the country’s highest office. There will be more
than enough time for any disagreements later.
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President Bill Clinton came to the Heartland
to talk about welfare, but now that he’s gone,
Kansas City wants to talk about his taste in bar-
becue

- We approve.

*He gets good marks for slipping away from
some of the press mob Tuesday for lunch at
‘Gates & Sons Bar-B-Q at 12th Street and

"Brooklyn He did the right thing on his previous
“visit here when he tried the fare at Ricky’s Pit
‘Bar-B-Que in Kansas City, Kansas. And who-
‘ever ordered food from Rosedale Barbecue on
“Southwest Boulevard for Air Force One for the
-flight home to Washmgton D.C., was inspired.

.. At least some partisan lovers of ham and ribs,
beef and fries would agree with each of those

'statements Others would probably dissent vig-

Preéidential ribs

orously, puttmg up former President Jxmmy
Carter’s stop at Arthur Bryant’s as a better alter- -
native. And there are other rib joints that are
somebody else’s favorites. '

The truth is, Kansas City has an abundance
of establishments serving delectable barbecue,
each with a fiercely loyal following that will de-
fend a particular style of high-fat, high-sodium.
pigging out shamelessly, rlght down to the last
pickle. We love it when visitors also love our _
barbecue.

If President Clinton ever dec1ded to sample '
each, however, to make a rational decision
about where to place an imaginary presidential
seal, he could be here all summer. Now that’s
food for thought, isn’t it?
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‘Amen’ to a seco,

linton's
elfare reform
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(live-year projection);

| ]
N Overhaul
plan calls for
Job training,
2.year limit
on beneflts.

| Opposlition
calls
proposal
‘mp.’
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By JENNIFER DIXON
The Associated Press

ANSAS CITY, Mo. — President
K Clinton announced a $9.3 billion
plan Tuesday to transform wel-
fare from a check-writing system into a
job-training program for tens of thou-
sands of single mothers. _
“I really believe that we have a chance
finally to replace dependence with inde-
pendence, welfare with work,” Clinton
told former and current welfare recipi-
ents in the lobby of the historic Commerce

Bank in downtown Kansas City.
Although a pledge to overhaul the wel-
fare system was a central feature of
Clinton’s 1992 campaign for president,
aides say.he has no intention of pushing
hard for the passage of legislation this

year. The White House and most con- .

gressional Democrats are determined to
focus their energy first on a health-care
overhaul.

Eula Duncan, a mother of four who is
trying to get off welfare and get a job,
whispered “Amen,” as the president
promised to give women on welfare a

—— FE . ——
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chance

second chance and to get tough with
parents who don't support their children.
The White House proposal would cul
welfare benefits to immigrants, drug ad-
dicts and alcoholics, and would slash
subsidies to wealthy farmers to finance
its scaled-back and often-delayed plan.
In Washington, Sen. Phil Gramm, R-
Texas, called the president’'s plan
“limp™ and said it doesn’t meet the test
of placing welfare recipients in “produc-
tive tax-paying jobs with a future.”

Continued on page 2-A, col. 1 ‘
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More child care for the working

i poor: $1.5 billion

g More child-care spending for

i people in the program: $2.7 billion

: "3 Jobs for participants who reach the

w2 two-year time hmit: $1.2 bitlion

More money for education, lraining
and job placement: $2.8 billien

E Miscellaneous: $1.7 billion

[‘] Teen-age pregnancy prevention:

LI $300 million.

Collection of child-support
payments: S600 miilion.

Total cost of program: $10.8 billion
—  Savings through reduction
of cases and fraud: $1.5 billion

Net cost: $9.3 billion

‘ts to the current plan:
{ -

T OMMOO®

1en eligibility rules for
citizens $3.7 billion

inges 10 eamed-income tax
4 dit: $300 million

= zess saving from Superfund
: $1.6 billion

stoms services fees: $200 million

o increase in food stamp '
pverpayment recovery: $100 million

£ etargeted subsidies to family day
&are homes: $500 million

Elimination of subsidies for wealthy
=farmers: $500 million

| Limited eligibility for substance
{ abusers: $800 million

Spending cap on Aid to Families
with Dependent Children;
Emergency Assistance Program:

* $1.6 billion
AP/Wm. J. Castello

Yolanda Magee waved. to acknowledge a standing ovation.
given her as she introduced President Clinton Tuesday at

—David Eulitt/The Capital-Journal

Commerce Bank in Kansas City, Mo. Magee moved from welfare
to work with the help of state welfare reform programs.

These people know dignity of work

By BRIAN JAMES
The Capital-Journal

ANSAS CITY, Mo. — As a former
welfare recipient, Judi Sutton knew’

the ins and outs of the welfare system.
Butl as a single mother and a recent high
school graduate with little job experience, the

Kansas City, Mo., resident still struggled to
make ends meet each ynonth and, more impor-
tant, become self-supported.

Sutton was just the person President Clinton
wanted to meet Tuesday when he visited Kan-
sas City to present his $9.3 billion welfare
reform package.

Before unveiling his plan, Clinton met with

Sutton and several dozen other former and
current welfare recipients who had successfully
made the transition from dependence on welfare
checks to the independence of a paycheck.
Sutton recently became a paraprofessional
in the Kansas City, Mo., public school district

Continued on page 2-A, col. 1
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" ‘hese people have been there

continued from page 1-A

xith the help of a Missouri job-training pro-
sram, which welfare officials say would be
ne of many social programs to become
nore integrated in Clinton's reformed wel-
‘are system.

Clinton said he met with the group of
~elfare recipients for about 45 minutes be-
:ause he wanted input from experts.

"If you really want to know what'’s wrong
vith the welfare system, talk to the people
vho are stuck in it,” Clinton said. "“They
vant to change it more than most people
rou know — and if you give them half a
‘hance they will."”

The president spoke for about 20 minutes

:0 an audience of more than 200 gathered at

1 downtown Kansas City bank where Harry
Fruman got his first job, working as a bank
:lerk for $20 a week.

In his speech to community leaders, wel-
fare reform activists and former and cur-
rent recipients of welfare, Clinton said the
{ocus of his program was restoring “‘the
lignity of work."”

“You can't change the existing welfare
systern unless the system is rooted in work,”
Clinton said. “Work gives us hope, structure
ind meaning to our lives.”

Janis Cooper, a Kansas City, Mo., resident,
;aid she was confident that a job will give
rer all of that and, even more important,
inother chance — this time without welfare.

“I've been there in that welfare cycle, and
{ know where those people are coming
from,” said Cooper, who also met with the
sresident. 'No one wants to be stuck in
~velfare, with no job and no chance.”

Cooper soon will graduate from FUTURES,
1 job-training program in Missouri, and will
:nterview with several companies soon.

Some recipients attending the president’s
;peech stressed the need for flexibility in his
slan, including the idea at the heart of the
-eforms: a two-year limit on cash benefits to
velfare recipients.

“Two years and out I don't agree with," said
Alfreda Gipson, a Kansas City, Mo., resident
who had beenon welfare about six years before
she discovered the FUTURES program.

The two-year limit would be a problem -

for people in the FUTURES prenursing pro-
gram, for example, which takes longer than
two years to complete, she said. Gibson, who
attended the president’s speech, is employed
as a clerk-typist.

Other audience members and former wel-
fare recipients said they appreciated the
two-year limit on cash benefits.

“There's no reason for staying in the wel-
fare system for more than.two years,” said
Christine McDonald, a 27-year-old Kansas
City resident and single mother of two chil-
dren, ages 8 and 5.

McDonald said that as long as Clinton was
dedicated to the idea of welfare reform, his

plan would work. McDonald became inde- -:

pendent of welfare support when she entered
the Missouri FUTURES program and found
a job at Pepsi-Cola in Kansas City, Mo, in
December 1992. :

Diane Patrick is the Western-region pro-
gram manager of FUTURES, which trains

¢ and supports nearly 1,200 people who live in
the Kansas City metropolitan area.

She said she was "quite positive” about
Clinton's welfare reform plan, although she
said she was uncertain how it would specifi-
cally affect her program.

“From what we know, this reform will be
very consistent with our program,” Patrick
said. “We can definitely build on this.”

Missouri is one of the first states to imple-
ment several programs like FUTURES that
assist former welfare recipients in finding
jobs and building careers.

Clinton said he was proud of the accom-

plishments of Missouri's welfare reform leg-
islation and hoped other states would follow.

"I say to you today, do this in Kansas City
and you ought to be able to do this everywhere
— and you ought to be able to do it soon,”
Clinton said as the crowd erupted in applause.
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Clinton announces
welfare-reform pian

Continued from page 1-A

Opposition also came from a Democratic
senator. Tom Harkin of lowa, who is spon-
soring his own welfare reformn bill providing
fur individual welfare-to-work contracts,
said the Clinton proposal resembles a New
Deal program that promises government
jobs. “What kind of nonsense is that?" he
said. “We don't have the money for that.” ,

The cornerstone of the president's plan is a
two-year limit on cash benefits, anidea Clinton
used to define himself as a new and centrist
Democrat during his 1992 campaign.

But Tuesday's plan to translate his popu-
lar campaign promises to "end welfare as
we know it singles out the youngest moth-
ers on the rolls of Aid to Families with
Dependent Children, the joint federal-state
welfare program that supports 5 million
poor families.

And at the end of the decade, fewer than 8
percent of welfare recipients would actually
be enrolled in a work program, although
Clinton declared that his proposal would push 1
million parents into the work force by 2000.

The plan also pours far more money into
child care, education and training — a total
of $7 billion over five years — than into
subsidized jobs, just $1.2 billion.

According to the proposal, women born
after 1971 would receive the education, train-
ing, job placement and child-care services
they need to become self-sufficient. Those who
fail to find work before their cash benefits run
out would be required to take subsidized or
community service jobs at the minimum wage.

Although they would be allowed to remain
in the work program indefinitely, parents
who refuse a private-sector job would be
kicked out. Advocates for children and- the
poor say the plan does little to lift those
participants out of poverty, and takes away
the social safety net for children whose par-
ents refuse to comply. ’

Alfreda Gipson, 28, a graduate of a Mis-
souri training program who began work re-

cently as a clerk-typist, said she never want-
ed to be on welfare.

“[ did it for the medical benefits,” she told
reporters. “The public thinks you make
millions and millions of dollars. That's a lie.”

The Clinton plan also tackles teen preg-
nancy, child support enforcement, welfare
fraud and the welfare bureaucracy.

Under the plan, teen mothers would be
required to Jive at home. Those who refuse to
stay in school, look for work or attend training
programs face stiff sanctions — generally
their family's share of their monthly AFDC
check. It also calls for spending $400 millionon
a campaign against teen pregnancy, including
grants to a thousand schools.

Hospitals would be required to establish
paternity at every birth, child support
awards would be.updated regularly, and
parents who refuse to pay could have their
professional, occupational and driver’s li-
censes revoked.

The administration belicves its plan could
double public child support collections —
from $9 billion a year to $20 billion by 2000.

Clinton’s plan also establishes a national
clearinghouse that would track parents who
slip across state lines to avoid paying their
child support, as well as those who receive
welfare, monitoring compliance with time
limits and work requirements.

Nearly all of the money to finance the
plan comes from cuts in social programs,
particularly benefits for immigrants.

Under the plan, the relatives and other
sponsors of new immigrants would be required
to bear greater financial responsibility for
them, saving $3.7 billion over five years.

-The plan also saves $1.6 billion by capping
spending on an emergency welfare program
that advocates say protects the poor against
homelessness. Additional savings come from
cutting subsidies to wealthy farmers and
putting limits on federal disability benefits
to drug addicts and alcoholics.

The plan also wrings $1.6 billion frofn the
Superfund hazardous waste clean-up fund.




