Editors: Gov. Pete Wilson will tour the fire camp at Pepperdine
University today at 4 p.m. Tour will begin at Pepperdine command post.
Wilson will be joined by FEMA Director James Witt and James Lyons,
assistant secrctary of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Contact: Beth
Miller on site, or Jan Dana, Kevin Eckery or Ron Low 916-445-4571.
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FIREFIGHTERS GAIN UPPER HAND IN BRUSH FIRES

MALIBU, Calif, Nov 3 (Reuter) - Firefighters Wednesday began
gaining the upper hand against southern California brush fires
that destroyed more than 200 homes and drove movic stars from
their Malibu mansivns.

The harrowing repeat of last week’s $500 million fires swept
over the Santa Monica Mountains Tuesday afternoon and burned
through the night, but calmer winds and the efforts of 5,000
firefighters Wednesday helped stop the onslaught.

A number of major blazes burned out of control, but Los
Angeles Fire Chief Donald Manning <ald, "Our helief is that the
worst is over, that we can stop it."

Flames had threatened the famed Getty Museum, which is
located near the ocean and houses some of the world’s greatest
masterpicccs, but officials said the building cscaped damage.

Crews began making headway Wednesday morning when the
fierce, 60 mph (95 kph) Santa Ana winds that spread the fires
began dying down. Tanker planes and helicopters returned to the
skies, dumping tons of fire retardant and water vn the worst hut
spots.

The famed Malibu Colony =- seaside home to such stars as
Johnny Carson, Larry Hagman, Pia Zadora -- was spared major
damage after it was evacuated, fire officials said.

In Malibu itsell, however, many glamorous refugees had been
forced to load up their Jaguars, Porsches and Range Ravers and
flce.

Mansions belonging to actors Charles Bronson, Sean Penn and
Bruce Willis were damaged or destroyed during the night,
according to news reports. Neighbours said George C. Scott and
Ali McGraw may also have lost their hillside estates.



Actor Mark Hamill, best known for his role as Luke Skywalker
in the "Star Wars" films, returned to find his home still
standing whilc dozens of nearby houses had gone up in flames.

"Oh boy, we are lucky," be said.

More than 7,000 people were driven from their homes in towns
and communities stretching from the Santa Monica Mountains to
the Pacific coast, where three wind-driven infernos scorched
more than 35,000 acres (14,000 hcctares).

Tuesday’s fires came just a day after fire crews declared
victory over 15 blazes that devastated other parts of the area
over four days, destroying 730 homes and charring 180,000 acres
(73,000 hectares) from Los Angeles to the U.S.-Mexico border.

Authorities blamed the Malibu fire on arson and estimated
damages would run into hundreds of millions of dollars. Some of
the houses were worth $10 million each.

James Lee Witt, director of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, said President Clinton was so concerned about the latest
fire damage that he was copsidering a visit to the devastated
areas.

No deaths were reported, but the injury total climbed to 120
firefighters and a dozen civilians, including two men critically
hurt with burns covering most of their bodics.

Other major fires forced several thousand more people to
evacuate and destroyed dozens of homes in rural sections of
Riverside, San Bernardino and San Diego counties.

A thick cloud of choking gray haze hung over Los Angeles,
and plumes of smoke could be seen rising skyward.

Los Angeles International Airport diverted planes around the
towering columns of smoke and some delays were reported, a
Federal Aviation Administration spokeswoman said.

During the Malibu fire, actor Rod Steiger called a Jocal
television station from his home and during a live broadcast was
givca directions on how to find his way out of danger.

Vince Neil of the rock group Motley Crue rushed to save his
gold and platinum records. Luxury cars parked outside expensive
homes exploded under the intense heat Tuesday night, and palm
trees burned like torches.

Looting was reported at abandoned beachfront homes in Malibu
and three men were arrested, but authorities said the problem
appeared to be limited to a few isolated incidents.

Mayor Richard Riordan declarcd a state of emergency in Los
Angeles but said it was only a precaution to allow the fire and
police departments to coordinate their efforts.

"There is no reason to panic," he said in an address
broadcast on live television.
REUTER



FIRES DEVASTATE WEALTHY MALIBU ENCLAVE, STARS FLEE

MALIBU, Calif, Nov 3 (Reuter) - Devastating fires swept
across southern California for a second day Wednesday, driving
movie stars from their mansions, levcling exclusive
neighbourhoods and consuming more than 200 hoines.

The harrowing repeat of last wéek’s $500 million fire
disaster this time centred on the celebrity enclave of Malibu,
where glamorous refugees loaded up their Jaguars, Porsches and
Range Rovers and fled in terror.

Mansions belonging to actors Charles Bronson, Sean Penn and
Bruce Willis were damaged or destroyed during the night,
according to ncws reports.

But the famed Malibu Colony — seasidc home to such stars as
Larry Hagman, Pia Zadora and Burgess Meredith — was largely
spared major damage after it was cvacuated, fire officials said.

The fires that raced through one of America’s best-known
hideaways for the rich and famous led to some unusual sights.

Actor Rod Steiger called a local television station from his
Malibv home and during a live broadcast was given directions on
how to find his way out of danger.

Vince Neil of the rock group Moteley Crue rushed to save his
gold and platinum records.

Luxury cars parked outside expensive homes exploded under
the intense heat Tuesday night, and palm trees burned like
torches.

More than 7,000 peoplc were evacuated in towns and
communities stretching from the Santa Monica Mountains to the
Pacific coast, where three wind-driven infernos burned out of
control across more than 35,000 acres (14,000 heetares).

Looting was reported at abandoned beachfront homes in Malibu
and three men were arrested, but authorities said the problem
appeared to be limited to a few isolated incidents.

Almost miraculously, no deaths weve reported in the latest
outbreak. But the injury total climbed to 120 firefighters and a
dozen civilians, including two men critically hurt with burns
covering most of their hodies.

Authorities blamed the new outbreak on arson and estimated
damages would run into hundreds of millivns of dollars.

Wary crews began making headway gainst the fires Tuesday as
" the fierce 60 mph (95 kph) Santa Ana winds that ignited the arca
like a tinderbox Tuesday began dying down. Giant tanker planes
and helicopters rcturned to the skies, dumping tons of fire
retardant on the worst hot spots.



"Qur belief is that the worst is over," said Los Angeles
Fire Chief Donald Manning. He said firefighters had stopped
flames from advancing in the city limits of Los Angeles from
Malibu and other fire-ravaged coastal towns.

Mayor Richard Riordan declared a state of emergency in Los
Angeles but said it was only a precaution to allow the firc and
palice departments to coordinate their efforts.

"There is no reason to panic," he said in an address
broadcast on live television.

But with fires still burning north and south along the
coast, more evacuations were ordered in the ritzy communities of
Pacific Palisades and Sunset Mesa. Malibu’s scenic Pepperdine
University was also ringed by fire.

Daybreak revealed scenes of destruction along the hillsides
of Malibu. Many expensive estates lay in smouldering ruins while
others were still burning.

Huge plumes of smoke could be seen from more than 50 miles
(80 km) away. '

The latcst outbreaks came a day after fire crews had
declared victory over 15 blazes that devastated southern
California over four days, destroying 730 homes and charring
180,000 acres (73,000 hectares) from Los Angeles to the Mexican
border.

President Clinton, who last week declared disaster areas in
five southern California countics, sent James Lee Witt, director
of the Federal Emergency Manuagement Agency, back to the region
to assess the new damage.

Fire officials said Wednesday that at least 200 homes had
been consumed by the flames in Malibu and more than 2,000 people
had been evacuatcd. :

Los Angeles International Airport diverted planes around the
towering columns of smoke and some delays were reported, a
Federal Aviation Administration spokeswoman said.

The fires roared back to life Tuesday with three brush fires
erupting in the wealthy suburbs of Calabasas and Woodland Hills
northwest of Los Angeles and cutting a path of destruction
across the Santa Monieca to the Pacific Coast, driven by hot, dry
desert winds.

Other fires were burning out of control across thousands of
acres (hectares) Wednesday in rural communities in San Diego and
Riverside counties, where at least 30 homes were reported to
have been destruyed.

REUTER



NOV 3,1993 Farmers Insurance updates fire elaims, customer support

LOS ANGELES—(BUSINESS WIRE)—-Following is a current{ summary
of Farmers Insurance activities supporting its customers affected by
the Southern California fires.

LOSSES: To date Farmers has received reported claims of 95 homes
completely destroyed, 181 homes with smoke or partial
damage and 398 homes with wind damage, with losses to date
of 858 million. These are for properties from throughout
Southern California, from Veatura to San Diego counties.
Farmers’ greatest number of claims are in Laguna Hills,
Altadena, Pasadena and, now, Malibu.

COVERAGE: Substantial payments for temporary living expenses and
contents coverage and structural damage have been made
since Wednesday, Oct. 28.

MALIBU/TOPANGA CANYON/CALABASAS UPDATE:

Farmers agents are in the process of contacting all
potentially affected customers. Farmers people are
visiting catastrophe-relief centers to issue immediate
financial assistance. A mobile catastrophe center has
been established in Malibu and Farmers is bringing food
and water to firefighters. A mecting with claimants

in the area will be held Friday or Saturday in Malibu.
Claims Dgures will be included in Farmers’ reports when
available.

COMMUNICATIONS AND CUSTOMER CONTACT:

— Customers are being advised to directly contact Farmers agents
to process claims;

-- An emergency claims number, 800/343-5736, has also been
established;

— Local meetings with customers are being held in the affected
ureas with meetings scheduled in Laguna, Pasadena, Tcmecula
and Malibu;

— Agents in the affectcd areas are continuing contact with all
customers to check on their safety and damage status;



— Catastrophe claims centers have been established in Simi Valley,
Santa Ana, and Carlsbad. Satellite claims centers have been
established in Orange, Laguna Hills, Moreno Valley, San
Bernardino and Pasadena. A catastrophe claims center is also
being established in Malibu;

— Farmers is coordinating assistance efforts with Gov. Wilson, the
California Department of Emergency Services and FEMA, and is
working now on issues of debris removal.

CONTACT: Farmers Insurance Group of Comphnis, Los Angeles
Jeffrey C. Beyer, 213/930-4149 (work)
818/797-5622 (home)



FIRES DEVASTATE WEALTHY MALIBU ENCLAVE, STARS FLEE

MALIBU, Calif (Reuter) - Devastating fires swept across
southern California for a second day Wednesday, driving movie
stars from their mansions, leveling exclusive neighborhoods and
consuming more than 200 homes.

The harrowing repeat of last week’s $500 million fire
disaster this time centered on the celebrity enclave of Malibu,
where glamorous refugees loaded up their Jaguars, Porsches and
Range Rovers and fled in terror.

Mansions belonging to actors Charles Bronson, Sean Penn and
Bruce Willis were damaged or destroyed during the night,
according to news reports.

But the famed Malibu Colony — seaside home to such stars as
Larry Hagman, Pia Zadora and Burgess Meredith -- was largely
spared major damage after it was evacuated, fire officials said.

The fires that raced through one of America’s best-known
hideaways for the rich and famous led to some unusual sights.

Actor Rod Steiger called a local television station from his
Malibu home and during a live broadcast was given directions on
how to find his way out of danger.

Vince Neil of the rock group Moteley Crue rushed to save his
gold and platinum records.

Luxury cars parked ontside expensive homes exploded under
the intense heat Tuesday night, and palm trees burned like
turches.

- More than 7,000 people were evacvated in towns and
communities stretching from the Santa Monica Mountains to the
Pacific coast, where three wind-driven infernos burned out of
control across more than 35,000 acres.

Looting was reported at abandoned beachfront homes in Malibu
and three men were arrested, but authorities said the problem
appeared to be limited to a few isolated incidents.

Almost miraculously, no deaths were reportcd in the latest
outbreak. But the injury total climbed to 120 firefighters and a
dozen civilians, including two men critically hurt with burns
covering most of their bodies.

Authorities blamed the new outbreak on arson and estimated
damages would run into hundreds of millions of dollars.

Wary crews began making headway gainst the fires Tuesday as
the fierce 60 mph Santa Ana winds that ignited the area like a
tinderbox Tucsday began dying down. Giant tanker planes and
helicopters returned to the skies, dumping tons of fire
retardant on the worst hot spots.



"Our belief is that the worst is over," said Los Angeles
Fire Chief Donald Manning. He said firefighters had stopped
flames from advancing in the city limits of Los Angeles from
Malibu and other fire-ravaged coastal towns.

Mayor Richard Riordan declared a state of emergency in Los
Angeles but said it was only a precaution to allow the fire and
police departments to coordinate their efforts.

*There is no reason to panic," he said in an address
hroadcast on live television.

But with fires still burning north and south along the
coast, more evacuations were ordered in the ritzy communities of
Pacific Palisades and Sunset Mesa. Malibu’s scenic Pepperdine
University was also ringed by fire.

Daybreak revealed scenes of destruction along the hillsides
of Malibu. Many expensive estates lay in smoldering ruins while
others were still burning.

Huge plumes of smoke could be seen from more than 50 miles

away.

The latest outbreaks came a day after fire crews had
declared victory over 15 blazes that devastated southern
California over four days, destroying 730 homes and charring
180,000 acres from Los Angeles to the Mexican border.

President Clinton, who last week declared disaster areas in
five southern California counties, sent James Lee Witt, director
of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, back to the region
to assess the new damage.

Fire officials said Wedncsday that at least 200 homes had
been consumed by the flames in Malibu and more than 2,000 people
had been evacuated.

Los Angeles International Airport diverted planes around the
towering colunns of smoke and some delays were reported, a
Fedcral Aviation Administration spokeswoman said.

The fires roared back to life Tuesday with three brush fires
erupting in the wealthy suburbs of Calabasas and Woodland Hills
northwest of Los Angeles and cutting a path of destruction
across the Santa Monica to the Pacific Coast, driven by hot, dry
desert winds.

Other fires were burning out of control across thousands of
acres Wednesday in rural communities in San Diego and Riverside
counties, where at least 30 homes were reported to have been
destroyed.

REUTER



US PLANS NATIONAL STRATEGY TO REDUCE DISASTER RISKS

WASHINGTON, Nov 3 (Reuter) - The federal government
Wednesday said it will draft a national strategy to reduce the
risks linked to natural disasters like the renewed firestorms
that arc again ravaging southern California.

A senior official at the Federal Emergency Management Agency
said use of non-flammable roofing materials and the clearing of
dry brush could have prevented at least some of the property
damage to over 900 homes in California this week.

"We cannot prevent natural disasters fom occuring and
sometimes we cannot even predict when they will occur, but we
definitely know how to reduce the losses associated with these
cvents," Harvey Ryland, senior policy adviser to FEMA’s
director James Lee Witt, told a conference on natural hazards.

Witt flew to California again late Tuesday after news that
devastating fires had roared back to life, with three brush
fires erupting in the wealthy suburbs of Los Angeles.

The fires ave the latest in a series of natural disasters to
strike the United States, just months after "The Great Flood of
1993" devastated the Midwest this summer and caused upwards of
$10 billion in damage there.

Ryland, standing in for Witt, said FEMA would unveil a
comprehensive hazards mitigation strategy by January 1995 after
a series of meetings around the country with state and local
officials and business and community leaders.

"We must put in place policies that lead to a substantial
level of risk reduction. This nation can no longer afford the
cost of natural disasters,” he said. "We do know how to reduce
these losses, but it hasn’t been done."

He said many states and communities already had mitigation
plans in place, including brush clearance ordinances and strict
building and zoning codes, but these were often not enforced or
applied only to new development.

FEMA’s strategy would seek to address all hazards by relying
on incentives, such as tax breaks aimed at encouraging
developers and individuals to build safer houses, install
hurricane shutters and elevate buildings in flood-prone areas.

 "We must sell mitigation as a sound financial decision as
well as an effective means of preventing disasters,” he said,
noting that many non-structural measures such as strapping in
place fluorescent lights were very inexpensive but could help
dramatically reduce damage and costs if a disaster struck.

Ryland said FEMA’s strategy would also increase coordination
by federal agencies to promote mitigation, rather than continue
the current emphasis on disaster relief.



NEVS RELEASH

FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL
COORDIMATING OFFICE

FEMA-DR-1005- i
November 4, 1993

DIBASTER INFORMATION FRONX:
Federal\sState Coordinating office
245 S. Los Robles (3rd Floor)
Pagsadena CA 91101

Media Contacts: YEMAZ Terry Hamlin (818) 40S5-7548
BTATE: Greg Renick (818) 405-7276

MEDIA ADVISORY -~ NOT FOR PUBLICATION

PABADENA -- For all media representatives requesting assistance
fron the FEMA/State PIO staff concerning the current Southern
California Pirestorm disaster, we ask you to check your files and

note the above telephone numbers vhich may have changed since you
last contacted ug.

Please 9o not release the above contact telephone numbers to the
public. They are for your use only. , _

However, residents can call 1-800-525-0321; or 1-800-660-800S for

bearing and speech impaired for general information regarding
assistance programs.

In addition, disaster assistance applicationg can be made by
calling the Teleregistration number at 1-800-462-9029; or 1-g0o-
462-7585 for hearing and speech impaired.

We appreciate your Cooperation in providing the public with
intormation regarding available disaster assistance programs.

44



NEWS RELEASE

FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL
COORDINATING OFFICE

FEMA-DR-1005~CA-PR#12
November 4, 1992

DISASTER INFORMATION FROM:

Federal/State/Local Coordinating Office .
245 South Los Robles Avenue - -, [~ - . - .. .
Pasadena, CA 91101 T

Media Contacts: FEMA: Terry Hamlin (818) 405-7398
STATE: Greg Renick (818) 405-729%

DISASTER APPLICATION CENTERS TO OPEN IN MALIBU AND CALABASAS

PABADENA -- Two Disaster Application Centers (DACs) will open this Saturday,
November 6, to provide disaster assistance to those individuals and business
ovners affected by recent firestorms., State and Federal officials said that
the new DACs will be located at:

Calabasas Righ 8chool Gymnasium
22855 Mulholland Highvay
Calabasas, CA 91302 .

and at the

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s statioen
23555 Civic Center way :
Malibu, CA 90265 :

The new DACs will operate from 9{00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. daily.

State Coordinating Officer Richard Andrews and Federal Cocordinating
Officer Frank Kishton encourage individuals, families, and business owners
who have suffered lossaes due to the racent firestorms to visit a DAC as soon
as possible to register for disastar assistance. Representatives from

federal, state, and local agencies are avallablae at each DAC to discuss
, various programs.

Disaster victims with urgent needs--guch as for housing, food, clothing,
and medical or mental health services--should contact the American Red Cross

u: so:; a8 possible, or immediately notify a DAC representative upon arrival
a a. c. Tt R e

-more-



MALIBU/2

Affected individuals and business owners may also register by calling
the toll-free telseregistration number:

1-800-462-9029
or TDD, 1-800-462-7585 (for those with hearing/speech impairments.)

Teleregistration is available from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. dally.

For more information on DAC locations and applications, please call the
toll-free hotline:

1-800-528-0321
or TDD, 1-800-462-758S

Hours for both hotlines are from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily, until further
notice.

t#tis
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NEWS RELEASE

FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL
COORDINATING OFFICE

FEMA-.-DR-1005.CA. PR#L
October 30, 1933

DISASTER INFORMATION FROM:

Federal /State Coordinating Offica

245 South lLos Robles Avenue (3xd Ploor)
Paaadena. CA 91101

Media Contacts: FEMA: Alex Newton 818; 405-7398
STATE: Creg Renick (818 405-7299

PIMA, STATE OPEN FOUR DACa

Four Disaster Itlpplicar.iou Centers (DACs) pened Saturday co accept
apglicationn or federal and gtate Sagter aselstance frem
individuals and business owners who have been affected by the
Southern Calirornia Firestorms. Bach DAC includea representativas
from federal, state and local agenoies.

The Centers are located as follows:

1. Arcadia Comunitxnnegional Park (LA COUNTY)
405 Bouth Santa Anita Avenue
Arcadia (open through 11/5)
(Cross Strest - Runtington Drive)

2. Laguna Reach Recreation Centar  (oRANGE COUNTY)
zo l-‘o:ga!: ﬁv?nue (Poraathalf}'g?dway)
2 ach (open ou
(cggr.zg sgrnt: -pncft&e gout Righway)

3. Sheriff'g Training Facility (VENTURA COUNTY)
Camarilie Airport

2'/3 East Pla:gant Valley Road
Camarillo (epen through”11/2)

4. Franch Valley airport (RIVRRSIDE coUNTY)
37552 Winchester Road
Murietta/Rancho California area (o?en through 11/2)
(Between Auld Road and Boreal Road

Applicantg can apply at any DAC, ‘regardlags of the eity or county
in which they live, 'rhemag also re%iscer and a épl via the toll-
free teleregistration n er 1-800-4%2.9029. rdtors fluent in

number of lan 2908 are available to aseigt calleres. Parpons

a
with speech or earin airments may call the toll-free TDD
numbe:%.-eoo-“:-vsns.g 1mp ¥

DACS will remain open until 7 pm today and be opan fram 9 am ton
7 pm dai]_.y.

#44
The Governor‘s Offide of Energency Sexvices and the Federal

Energency Managezent Agency sngoursge media outlaets to Provide this
information to their audiences frequently, .
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. »:EEMA promises rapid aid.
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By WARILYN KALFUS :
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aguna Beach residents
breathed a collective
sigh of relicf Saturday
as feared Santa Ana
‘winds failed to appear
and federal officials set up shop
to help reconstruct this fire-
scarred city. t _—
“Things now are very normal
and very abnormal,” said Lagu-
ny Beach police Capt. William
Cavenaugh. “The panic and fear
are -over, and we're starting to
rebiild. But if you look around
the ‘disaster area, it still looks

~Jike s bomb went off."

By late Saturday, the Ortega
fire still was raging out of con-
trol, adding every minute to the
more than 20,500 acres of Cleve-
landNatonal Forest land that it
has flteady consumed. But with
help:frora mild winds and more
thar 2,000 firefighters, the Coto
de Cyza mansions that were
threitened Thursday were out of
the fite’s reach.

TuEdreaded dry Santa Anas
arenitexpected back until late
Monday at the earliest, but even
then, they should be much weak-
er thah the 60 mph ﬁum that pro-
pelled-last Wednesday's inferno.

Federal officials pegged the
damage for all 1S Southern Cali-
fornfg-fires at §500 million, Of
that, §250 million ia expected to
be coveéred by private insurance
eomganles. and the other half
will be handled through the Fed-
eral Emergency Management

A%ency.
EMA Directdr gam% Le‘e

Wift_promised thaf applican

ouldn‘t bave to waitlonger than
10 daVs to recelve checks. In the
meantime, the American Red
Cross {s dispensing vouchers and .
grants for food, clothing and
shelter, .

State Insurance Commissioner
John.'Garamendl promised to
maké sure insurance companies
also. make payments quickly:
“We don’t want any foot-drag-
ging..If it doesa’t go smoothly,
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we'll hammer them.”

‘Workers from county, state
and federal offices turned the La-
guna Beach Recreation Center
into a bustling, paper-shuffling
disaster-asgsistance headquar-
ters. As of 7 p.m. Saturday, 85 -
horeowners applied for loans
end grants from various agen-

¢les agsembled by FE&A,

The American Cross
counted 383 homes — 380 in Lagu-
na Beach — as destroyed or seri-
ously damaged in the fives. They
said an additional 329 homes had
minor damage. The Orange
County Fire Department’s figure
was substantially lower — 320
Laguna Beach homes destroyed
— but it is expected to rise.

President Clinton Saturday
pledged assistance, saying,
“We'll be there for the follow-
w." In a conference call from

ashington, D.C., with adminis-
tration officials dispatched to
California and with state disas-
tor officials, Clinton said, .“If
there's anything else we can do
yoi:l ,ust pick up the phone an
call.”

. Roger Johnson, head of the
General Services Administra-
tion, which supplies the federal
government, told Clinton that
GSA supplies were coming in
from around the cauntry, includ-
ing trailer loads of fire hoses,
slee%lnz baga and tents.

Johason’s Laguna Beach home
survived. ,

On the third fQloor of the Wells
Fargo Bank, Red Cross workers
counseled griel-atricken victims,
handed out food and hotel vouch-
ers, passed aut prescriptions and
served doughnuts, sandwiches
and i\.llce.

Initially some disaster victims
were reluctant to ask for help.

“Their whole attitude s,
‘We're not used to taking chari-
ty; we'reused to glving it,' *' said

. Betty Jacabson, a Red Cross

purse.
“Everybody's in denial," she

' said. “We had to pull people

away from the rubdble who were
loo for family treasures.”
Also_ Saturday:

- —— —

* ——— ——
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» Investigators foocking into
the Laguna Beach arson logged
about 60 telephone tips, ra 3
from witnesses who overhear.
people claiming to be the fire ger.
ter to a man who alleged the fire-
storm was part of -a conspiracy
g{A Prosident Clinton and the

A fire investigater discounted
reports that the Laguna
fire may be linked 10 the one In
Anaheim Hills and Vilia Park,
saying there was no evidence to
support that assertion. However,
he said investigators are review-
ing all of the fires in Southern
‘(Eiaurornia. looking for similar-

€3.

» Polico said looters stole
about $60,000 worth of jewelr
and tapestries in one of four Inci-
dents as residents fled the fire.
storm. Burglars also broke into
two homes and stole gafes ag peo-
ple wete evacuating,

. ™ Loolde-loos showed up for
the weekend, Traffic slowed and
there were at least two fender
benders as folks from as close as
Newport Beach and as far away

as Salt Lake City descended on
the town to see the damage for
themselves.

> U.S. Forest Service officials
confirmed that the Ortega fire
was set by the roadside near the
lower San Juan campgrounds.
Gov. Pete Wilson walked through
the Laguna Beach disaster cen-
ter Saturday f‘lrh:rv‘;&oln' stopping

ms.

Homeowner Bill Halbert chal-
lenged the governor, who had
criticized residents Thursday for
ggt clearing the brush by their

mes,

“I thought it was a little Insen-
sitive,” Halbert, $3, ag advertis-
ing executive, said later, * any

.0fus did thar (cleared brush) and

we still lost our homes, It was
more luck of the draw than the
fault of the owner." _
Haibert, garbed in gray sweat
pants and a white polo shirt, and
hig wile, Ginny, 52, who wore mo-
rale-boosting bright yellow sun-
flower earrings, t 2§ hours
shuttling from tahle to table.
They applied for a U.S. Small
Business Administration loan to

rebuild the one-story, four-bed-
room home on Pitcalrn Place
they had cherished for 22 years,

. "It was our retirement,” Gin-
ny Halbert said. “That"s what we
d counted on.

T Just feel like for the first
time in my life, I'm really not
Impatlent,”- ghe added, while
Wi at a table. “We're all In
this so I'm going to have to walit,
1don't have anything else to do.”

Fire victim Erig Rodig said
that while Laguna's !mage is
that of expensive homes, “The
reality is a lot of people have
lived here a long time. They
ct:du:dn't purchase their homes

y.

_““To people living outside,
there’s a sense that they'll just
bounce back,” said Rodig, 49, ;
who lived on Skyline Drive, It"s
a false illusion.”

Register staff writers Gina Shaffer,
Edward Mata, Jeordan Legon and
Tony Saavedra contributed to this
feport.
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’ - New - _offiee, sald four disaster application, . _ The ageney hopes'o be able 10 mittee branded the agency & “tur-
. mmm’,  head * conters will open in various Bouth-  dispense relief checks 'within seven key farm™ of inexperenced and

says federal agency will be - mwmum wxomotmwu‘ton& nrmm ¥
 much'more helpful to fire g0 s cndorne daataoaTs within that time frame, but fa past - FEMA's relief programe has come

i

-'m‘mmanitmaﬁer ‘. ¢ ‘The localions are: Arcadia Com- -disasters vietime have waited ‘from Los Angeles, where 50% Lo
s ". ' 'munity Regional Park, 405 S. Anita weeks and sometimes months for ~ 60% of riot vietms were denied
last year’s riots, « . +Ave, Arcadis; Laguna Beach Réc- - relief checks. . . dissster aid last year. A clnss:ac-
LR o feation Center, 506 Forrest Ave, Witt said the agency ls attempt-  tion-lawsuit on behatf of thousands
.. ByCARLARIVERA ~ Laguna Beach; the Sheriff's Train- ing 0 right- pest practices that of riol victime, filed sgalnat the
TIMES STAPY WRITER . + ., ' ing Faellity at Camarillo Akport, placed much of theonus of gather- agency in June, alleged that it had

'l"lllhd'h'lb : 'IM SBEMVMM“ ummmnmmmmmunu
. "'-"""'";:l' ™, the French, Valley . Alrport, 37552  donens of forms on the often dazed . Wikt said he epuld mit comment
recent disasters, "-‘""wmmnua.mm.m_-mmumvma-ohmonuermun-wl

the Loa Angeles riots, the Federal - pyyorgite County. .o disaster, : . pending. .
Agency The centers will open.at 1 p.m. . “We're going 1o be deing every- » . Cynthis- Rabbing, drecting at-
! - thing we can do fof the. {fire tormey of Urban Recevery Legal
t0.7 paa, Sundays - “victima) :

. beleaguered disaster agency I that they deserved amistance. . mem R means that this new Ad-
v hew, sggressive-approach that will- agency’seffortawill extendbeyond, It was the first .bit of positive - to carefully rethink and review:
. tpeed delivery of vital services S0 _ merely acoepting applications, . hews for the agency in years. As . thelr aperation in order (o increase

;. “We're not'the old FEMA any-.  be on hand at the disaster centers  eritics were callin forits abolition.  of a community blighted by disas--
' unore,” ssid Witt, a close friend of ‘to work divectly with fire victims, nmnumgwmem-' ter” . woel
"President Clinton’s who formerly - the first time such en experiment - ciey for #s laggardly response Several California” officials ssid

, Teactive; we want to'mike people  that victims are advised of all aid- in 1989, as well as in_the wake of * with FEMA iun the past, both afier.
* understend that they are custom- * programs for' which they might Hurricanes Andrew and Iniki, Loma Prieta and the riots,” said
. e’ * . . qualify, and so that cach case will which devastated South Florida .Democratic US. Sen’ Diane Fein-
* . Wi, speakingat a pews confer- be sure (o be’ followed up, 'WRt  andHawall last year. stein. “Bwt it’s a new agency and
e, Sficeal the agency’s Pasadena fleld sald ) : . A congressional oversight-com-  we ahould give. them gchance.” h
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Criticized

aid agency
sends help
Fire victims may
see centers today

Byariee, (0

Many of them remember an
agency that was slow 1o respond to
needs. After Hugo devastated
much of the South Carcling low
country, victims In rural arcas
waited as long as 10 days for federal
T centers i open.
. u} s:(mwm was a
example government
can become a disaster victim ftaell?
spokesman Da-
.\_rls. who said the agency was
clugl:'t'llu-looud by the massive
num! of people who were left
homeless™ by that hurricane. -
After a barrage of camplaints
about FEMAY response in thatemer
gency, Prosident Bugh namsd 3 task
force headed by Transportation Sec-
nnz Andrew Card Je to coordi-
nate dissster relief in South Florida,
Coordinating disaster reiief is
normally FEMAY job. .
And ths Penugon sent at least
20,000 soldiers to help distribute re-
Hel In chat stricken area.
“Wedont expectas severs anced®
{n the aftermath of the California
fires as existed afver Andrew, Me

.Davis said vesterday,

“The extent of devastation s less.
««« The peaple affected are different
(mare affluent], and there's not the
massive loss of Infrastructure as
e Ehers was Jus 2o lace e s

was just no -

med people) t sty {n South Flor-

after Andrew. ... That's why we
had to put up thoss tents™

In fact, “we don't expect the im-
cles n:hM;I: mwﬂ |

ay -and |
Salvaton Army can fumlsh® 3:

spokesman sajd,

Bocause of the wealth of many of
thoss whose homes were damaged
or destroyed by the Califarnia fires,
Mer. Davis said private insurers may
be the firstline of respanse for many
victims.

He sald foderal assistance will be
in the form of low-interest (¢ per-
cent) loans of up to $100,000 for res!-
dences and $500,000 for businesses

aﬂonmmsdmn;:l:t f ty .f
L+ ¢ ou granty from
FEMA of up t $11,900 for thase un-
able to pay back loans. .

Because many of the homes de-
stroyed were worth aroynd §1 mil-
lon, FEMAY asslstance would-be in-
adequate, he 3ald.

“But {f someone's insurance
didn't cover the full joss, that person
would be eligible for additional as-
sistance™ from the federal govern-
ment, Mr: Davis sald.

Those left homeleas by the fires
may be eligible for disaster housing
assistance for up 1o 18 monthe, he
said, adding that those who suffered
losses should call 800/462-9029,

Although no one has sasessed the
louahmm the California bru‘dsll;
firés, in part because many are
Wit sald there is mﬂf !ﬁ

& sald there money
the president's disaster (u.:ﬁ to take

00729;993
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Firestorms ebb,
questions flow

Six of 13
Calif, fires
tied to arson

Haya Bl Nasser
e T A

LOS ANGELES — The
smoke [s clearing over souith-

ern California as Grefighters

tame one o&m& worst !h':-r
storms ever, But the
whosetclxoﬂaumt

IlAna winds that ‘c.ould cause
- fare-ups, firefighters Sunday

n pulling out of six coun-
g;a whmull‘m leht a half-dil-

fires will be completely under

control by week’s end. Al
ready, the worst fire, in Laguna
Bagn, is fully contained, and
fires that started {n Thousand
Oaks and Altadena were ex-
pected to be contained today.

Arson task forces have
-stepped up efforts to catch sus
pects, setting up hot lines and
poring over clues.

Investigators have found g
device they say was used to
start a fire near Chatsworth but
would not describe it.

And Los Angeles fire off-
clals said that since Sept. 1,
more than 30 letters threaten-
lns arson had been sent to law
enforcement officials and pri-
vate citizens, .

A Ioca: television station re-
pasted that several lettery —
signed “Fedbustet” — wepe
sent by someone seeking re-
vm on federal agents for

According to the report, one
letter said: “They burned me,
80w I'm golag to burn them
back. [ fight fire with re. Like
MY puns, chump? Sizzle, Sizzle.
You think the Oakland fire was
big? You should see my plams”

Officials say they
reason yet to belleve that the
letters are linked to the fires,
but the FBI s checking them
for fingerprints.

“It's the single har&: c'.rlmeAll
+.. 0 prove,” mys en,

resident of the Callfornia Cop-
-ference of Arson Inv
“You have to ¢ that noth.
ing else caused this fire *

California Gov. Pete Wilson
Is offering & $30,000 reward for
Information leading to the ar.
rest of arsonists,

“I wish [ could get my hands
oa the bastard,” Wilson said,
Wwhile touring devastated areas.
“I'd like to strangle him.”
e, e 13 Ty

s, 0 23 — usya
loners :ﬁ? sufler from depres-
slon but who get uplifted by the
Idea of causing a lot of commo-
ton, Allen says. Thats _
many of them are Inspired af.
ter a big fire breaks out.

Last week, for example, one -

of the first major fires was
started sccidentally when g
homeless man lit o campfire 1o
keep warm in Altadena,
Withia 24 hours, & dozen oth-

WILDFIRE

opened four emer.

€2ncy assistance

-promised rejjer Checks wlt?:nl:

10 days

- Insuance experts estimate

galt the Josses are

tional

uninsured.

vl AGLANCE

ACRES BlnietD; 167,72

FREFEHTERS, CVILIANS BOURED: 62



State's ‘Heartfelt Thanks'

WASHINGTON POST

45-year-old architect, as she clutched forms in
and &nd her 22-month-old daughter ip

Send Fir efighters on Waym :l;‘: o!t,her. "1 thiak 1 appear to be 2 normal per-

' LOS ANGELES—Authorities prepared to
send home some fire erews yesterdsy In one
of the flrat signs of victory over Southern Cal-
lornia firestorms that coused at feast $500
million In damage,

. “Tt's time for them to go home,” sald Los
Angeles County Pire Chlef Ray Blackburn,
refereing to the hundreds of firefighters from
other Western states. “They have our heactfelt

Cooler weather and lack of winds helped
9,000 firefighters tame the fierce blazes that
raged for four days and nights, daitroying
more than, 700 bulldings and scorching mare
than 170,000 acres. )

The flercs Santa Ana winds that swept

gon but I'm not, I'm shellshocked

“We'll apply for whatever loans We can pay
h&k,und for whatever grants we can get,"ghe
said,

While many of the homeless were weglthy
professionals who moved into pash hotels to
search for apactments, otherg—gome former
servants from now-destroyed manslons—
were desperate for help just to get by, ‘We

st want enough to buy food and J;epk'u

g8, one Mexican bmmigrant said,

Seasitive to severe criticism of the federa]
goverament's slow respanse to last year's zi-

seveu to 10 daye,

westward from the deserts to fan the fire.
storms that began last Tuesday were aot fore-
cast to retura untll Tuesday or Wednesday.
Evea then, forecasters u.ldr they Would be
nere whispers compared to the howling 60 to
0 mph guats ‘that whipped up the Initial

‘Qames, \

As fire crews wavored thelr victory, home-
lesa families—~some with oothing but the
clothes 0a their backs—~jsmmed the four “one-
8top” govarnment rellef offices set “5 to pro-
cens muem fot rebuilding loans- gn tempo-
fary

"“I'm g0 nl.;mb," sald Nancy Goldsworthy, a

- e ¢ S

ots in Los Angeler and Hurriesn Andrew in
Florida, thef‘e‘denl Emérdenc ﬁana erneAt .
_ﬁggag_hu promised 16 get ¢ o'uli'iale! checks

NOY 01 1993
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Raging

Blazes
Subside
‘Injury Total Hits 84,
Cz}hformans Brace For

‘More Searing Winds %

fCO?IIodFmNUh Services %
S ANGELES — Firefighters
:gained"the upper hand Friday on in-
ferrda that caused more than-$400
- milkon in" damage seross Southern
Californla. But crews were racing
" aghinst.time ag searing winds were
expected to return an whip up the

fames again,
' &fl:net coolér weather hélped ex-
tinguish foqr wildfires and contain
. deveral others after walls of flame
jeveled exclusive suburbs, destroyed
more than 700 homes and scorched
180,000 acrey from Ventura County,
north of Los Angeles, to the Mexican
border. St out of control were
35,000-acre blaze in Ventura County
that Incinerated 35 homes and a
20,000-acre fire in the Cleveland Ng-
tional Forest.
. More than 6,000 firelighters —
some from as far away as Oregon ~—
were battling the remaining blazes.

_ The Santa Ana winds that caused
the parchied region to ignite like a
tinderbox Wednesday were expected
to pick up over the we ekend, increas-
ing the danger to population centers.

: National Weather Service said
that the winds were expected again
today but that they would not as
strong as the 50 mph winds that
whipped wildfires into walls of flame
earlier in the week. )

.- “This area burns very aggressive-
ly. with no winds at all. ['m very
worried,” U.S. Forest Service officer
Tom' Harbour said at a fire camp in
Altadena, where 118 homes and
buoildings were destroyed this week,

. As he spoke, the fire no longer posed
a threat to houses but raged out of
control in the San Gabriel Mountains
overlooking Altadena. 15 miles
northeast of Los Angeles,

In Pasadena, Andres Huang, 35, a
transient, pleaded innocent to a mjs-
demeanor charge of setting the fire
that engulfed parts of Altadens by
lighting brush at his hillside camp to

v e . . S — . -

. smoke blanketed the area,

\

keep warm. He was jailed in lieu of
825,000 bail; trial was set for Nov.
15. .

No deaths were reported, but the
injury total climbed to 84, including
67 firefighters. .

The fire disaster was California’s
Worst aince 3 blaze killed 25 people,
destroyed 3,000 homes and caused
$1.75 billion in damage in Oakland in
1991. Millions
lives disrupted.

. roads were
closed, and huge clouds of

acrid

Refugees filled shelters, some
weoring what remained of theijr
possessions,

. ——— - —

of people saw their info

Clues suggestéd that at least six of
the 15 major fires were the work of
arsonists, including one that raged
through the seaside artists’ colony of
Laguna Beach, destroying more than
300 hames and forcing 24,000 people
10 evacuate,

After touring devastated neighbor-
hoods in Lagunz Beach, Gov. Pete
Wilsan pffered a $50,000 reward for
rmation leading to the arrest and
conviction of “the sick animal who
did this thing,” .

~ OnFriday, detectives found an “in-
cendiary device that started an
1,800-acre blaze in Ventura County
that Injured four firefighters, two

—



critically.

Damage in Orange County — thy
hardest-hit areg — was estimated a
between $300 million and $400 mp
lion, said county Adroinistrative Off;.
cer Ernie Schneider, The loss fron
one Los Angeles County fire was py(
at $60 million, and the fi
effort was expected to cost milliong
mare. The Lagyna Beach fire was
declared fully contained late Thurs-
day. On Friday, authorities allowed
residents to retumn to their homes,

Sinclaie, a British-born resi-

to what she saw ng the Nagf blitz
of London in World War 11

“This is how it was when the
bombs went off and none of ‘the
houses were loft standing,” she said
23 she and her husband surveyed the
ruins of their four-bedroom home,

« The Federa) Emergency. Manage-
ment Agency planned to open aid-
application centers by today in all five
counties declared federa) disaster ar-
eas. Jumes Lee Witt, director of the
agency, toured fire 2ones by
helicopter. ,

In Washington, Thomas F,
McLarty I11. the Whita House chiefof
stafl, s3id the agency, already taxed
by floods in the Midwest, would not
Tequire more money because private
insurance will Play a larpe role in
covering damage, -
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A boost

from
cool

breezes

CITIES: From Laguna
Beach to Anahelm

Hills, residents and _
valunteers. give thanks
then dig in to begin the
cleanup.

Ry MARY ANK MILBOURN
and ANDY NORAN

The Orange County uiis

ter
An army of volun and ei!y
wotkers rolled up their gleeves
Sunday end got down 10 the seri-

-~ 0118 work of rebuilding thelr com-

mg‘gﬁes after last week's evas-
ta A .
The Iy n fire was
st Soanetly il
a8 ega
blaze was 7§P'ereent’ contained
. by easly evening. The two wild-
fires and the eatlier Anahelm
Hills Stagecoach blaze, ‘which
broke out late Tuesday, de-
stroyed 390 structures, oon-
sumed nearly 31,000 acres and

jured six people, i
o Beach Fire Chiet ich
Dew&?y sald firefighters were
on alert for hot spats and em

Though still concerned sbout. .

bigh winds that forecasters sald

would retura tonight, Dewberry

NOV 01 1933

“It's a bit windy, but it’s damp
and overcast,” Dewberry sald.
“We're basically sitting -on
things, so wben we do get the
occasional whiff of smoke -

- which we do — it doesn’t become

a prodblem.
LAGUNA BEACH .
Heafing

American Red Cross fleld
workers in their navy-blue uni-
forms coordinated disaster relief
below the graceful rotunda of the

Wells Fargo Bank. Officiels re- :

ported receiving more than
$200,000 in contributions for their
relicf efforts In Laguna-Beach.
Scores of iné adjusters,
like the red- crews pulled

. ;ogether from across the nation

took to

- by
\atr and city offices to assbas

dainage and hand out checks.

“We hava 200 e thtough-
out. Southern Callfornia, includ-
{ng a couple of people at the po-
lice station to meet policyhold-
ers,” sald Brad Wallace, a State
Farm spokesman who 'lim In
Mizsion Viejo.

Federal workers saw 110 fam-

"flies, advising them of loans,

B e ot voluaieers o, T
. re volun .
:hirltl.:l and xhorts flooded relief
centers, such as Laguna Presby-
terian Church, t distribute faod,

clothing and comfort.

]
Mary Pat Strauss of Irvine of-
fered shelter to any who needed
it. “Two couches and three sleep-
jog bags available,” her hand-
wriften note advised. It was one
of dozens, but Strauss said she

bad few takers — only a friend.

and a couple evacuated from the
Turtle Reck barhood of Ir-
vine on Wednes "“i’,"‘
. It almost seems like they
have more voluntears than vic-
tims,” she said.
Schools

All Laguna gchools will
be back in session today, and

“fmaers will run an thelr 1 lae

IUO



Tt

sald,i Laguna v

thankful that
predicted for Sat-

the!
urday didn’t materialize.
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BRUCE STRONGThe Orange Gaumty feglster

GIVING THANKS: Sharon Hardy, who evacuated her Top of the World

home, was one of many churchgoers moved by the

ce at Lagund

Presbyterian Church. Her house was not damaged.

schedules, Supt. Paul M. Possc-
mato said. _
Thurston Middle Schoul, which
Jost 14 classrooms {a the blaze,
- will bain session a half-day today
. With students being released
about 11 a.m.
On Tuesday, Thurstan will go

op & split schedule with caventh-
and elghth-graders attending
class 7:40-11:40 a.m. Sixth-grad-

ers will uttend 11:4S a.m.3:4S e

B e ts cumeated tolast abutt
£C ¢ olast a
two weeki. Bus eervice will be

avaflable to sfudents on bath

P11

.schogules.

ere husy ,:'estoralg

; e

T gt 1
O '-shen

streets.

Southern California Edison Co.
crews erected the last pole and
gtrung the last wire by late Satur-

day.

zouthem California Gas Co.
workers speat the day trying to
{solate the homes that were still
without gas. They said it would
be several days before their
work was camplete. ..

l)tmeusltmedClﬂil_lel gemo:
crewoexpected to finist n
the town by late Sunday. .

tes

’°Elty Council members pored

over phane messages, news ac-

counts and conversations with of-

ficials to determine how best to

;t‘.e‘;e:hﬂa:e town J,tfgwfh :2: dou-
m it Laguna

last week.w

Many resldents were still an-
gry about the lack of water and
electrical backup for pumps ta

the fire

“Because of (the council's) in-
abllity to &u in a reservoir et
Top of the World, they rag out of
water,” sald Bill Wachtel, an
Emerald Bay resideot.

State )
‘Reacting to news reports that
Gov. Pete Wilson mistakenly de-

S
electTicity,
cable-televi
houses that

. layed deplo aircraft
.:’;nbateg . 2 Sout

res raging iz Southern
Californis, eouseil mambers
sajd they expect Tuesday to cell
for o special investigation by the
state Office of Emergedey Ser-
vices into bow the flre was
fought,

“When 1 was there 8t § p.m.,
{anes were dropping fire tetar-
ant, putting out the fire,” Coun-
cilwoman Ann Cristoph said
:ugpoae that if they were (there) ..
at 3. it could have been stopped in
the open-gpace ewbhere, but
eople were do-

it to say.
ing their bes'g
looting

Police were checking creden-

P

said. “I. . |
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Counseling .
- Pgychologists and other coun-

iy, sclors sald most fire victims

oty oLt iR
Witk fouts
e ﬂﬁin

e R

el oyl

iR g
"f 2

4
v

N

were still too shell-shocked to
come in for belp. Those who did

. were still having a hard time

"It ity T
“I’s ¢0 man
fookatn.qei

7 of thew tocomeinto

clothes,” said Shéila Diskin, who'
was heiping peaple at the First
Pmb"mﬁ ho uod 1o be ¢
are people w 10 e
ones th . .
COTO DE cnzq' erving s

:  Frayed nerves were beginning

RN touo!helherﬂrdi tcuﬁnr&-

YOAEISY 1y scemed to be getting a handle
{ oa the stubborn Ortega fire.*

-““The fire is pretty much out.

$3 IPs just that they want ta get &
jofti:  lipe around it before the winds

come up again. It should be com.

AOmetsh pletely coutained by Menday

tials closely In the fire-damaged
neighbarboods after five looting
incidents were reported.

Police Capt. Bill Cavenaugh
£aid the worse loss was at a
house in the 1600 block of Eleanor
Lane, where a résident evacuat-
ed his home Wednesday and
came back Thursday to find it
unbuwrned but ransacked. The
resident's loss included 2 17th
century tapestry valued at
e A

s & 83, &
$S00 in cash

Two shop owners in the 1000
block of Coast Highway took up
an offer from sote transients for
some belp in moving eome
things. The shop owners later re-
ported & purse missing and Cav-
anaugh said at least one cheek
has been forged.

Lookie-loos

lem, backing up roads and gener-
ally adding to the confusion. .

- “Ilive In Top of the World and
f¢ wok me 30 minutes ta get bome
lnstead of five because of lookie-
loos," Lucas Saxe said.

ﬂ%tseeﬂ were a real prob-.

5 nlﬂ’n." Fire Capt. John Bryden
said.

Residents of Coto de Caza and
surraunding neighborhoods took
a break from warry.

“Last week was horrible, We
were so stressed out that todaz
we sald, ‘Let's Just play cards,'
sald Peggy Simkins, who sipped
wine between hands of canasta
Sunday afteruoon at Coto de Ca-
xa'’s tennhad;x\i.r‘h win

a (74) Highway re-
mgimed through Wednesday.
ANAHEIM HILLS/CREST DE VILLE

By Sunday, Orange . &:r
Gene Beyer sald the fire that
threatened Anaheim Hills and

the Crest de- Ville dev g

lest"week had been vang 8

e
i ing bis cons

:mcuum , state and federal

But mostly, Beyer sald be and . *.
his neighbors Sunday took mck:

of thelr blessings.

“Really, It came out well for
us,” Beyer sald. ‘“We dida't have
the destruction Like a lot of com-

quunitics. Even so, for us, pne

bouse {s too many.”

Reglster staff writers Anne -
Yaldespino and Bonnie Weston con-
tributed to this report

P.12
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‘OFFICIALS
‘RESISTED
AVATER
IVARNING

‘SAFETY: Laguna’s ﬁre
; : chief accurately pre-
' dlcted the disaster.

"By JAMES V. GRIMALDI

: The Orange County lleuy,!pgab b

| LAGUNA BEACH For more
* thaa two years, fire officlale had

ageitned ety officlaly that there”

'wasn't enou%h water to fight the

ikind of s that devastuted
tthe city eek, clty records
: ahow.

na Beach Fire Chle! R.lch

cry repeatedly hes u
:thatulargerreservo —like th
'3 million-gallon tank the Ctu'
*Council has mlled for three
years — would g!ove the wa-
*ersupply etnos guzh
as the ona t!m eveled 380 homes
w:;!nesday and Thursday.

Butelry officlals repentediyre-

jeeted Fire Department’s
recommendations. The city man-
ager this month called them a
*“wish list.'

Firefighters sald they were
forced to battle the fire wlth ex-
tremel low water pressure for

.3’0 dnesday"

0CT § 1 1993

Some tesidents sald they are
secking resignations of the thees
°°‘“‘t e b the adepen
a erheads

fazuua Beach Water Dis-
the reservolr, The city
owns the pmposed location of the

"'l‘hecl has put up roadblock

.andrroad ocktnutopthlapro—

&at,” aald Darrex Easlinger, &
rewber of Unlted 2 500-

_ mémber clvic watchdog group.

réamin & July 28, 1991 ‘memo, Dew-

b_emr chilIi.n foreshadowed
devasta!lon. de-
spetibing w twauldhnppen na

-neighborhood that proved to be

“one of thoge destroyed by fire
Wednesday.
- SThe available water cupply is
_arginal bscause of potential
firs A Dewbu'ry sald, “In
¢&Zes where homea are threat-
enéd by wildland fire, it is not
- urifommon to render the water

- m,p]z;‘ Incapable of keeping up

demand.™
- Inamemo to the councll three
‘weeks before the fire, City Man-
gger Fen Frank sald the volume
water Dewberry recommend-
ed was uanecessary “especially

- slace most of the dland areas

adjacent to the 1,000-foot eleva-
tioa are grasslands, rather than
clicalyptus forest, and eévéry oth-

«r year they are pruned by ahcrd.
_ofxg oats hired by the eity.”
:

sn mdditional memo this
yéar, Dewberry warned that
Santa Ana wind condmons could
wildfires through ean-

‘yoas and {uto residential areas

ote then six erucial hours whea, '_E°,"t to wildlands.
?\re: k: reservoirs ran dry and - T?h mﬂ:ly ¢3$b04 ﬂgﬁn I:Iotniles
urups that could have replen- h' m';‘;n:“o; A gn wildland ¢ trfé
outag::m went dead [n 3 power storrge aad supply capability be-
o

BESF COPY AVAILABLE

P.13
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cause of the extreme demand,”
_D_wberr{ wrote May 26, “It 1s

_ reasonable tobelieve that fire, at
some points, wonld extend
thiSugh the community, placing
:Iegand on the' reservoir sys-

©
. On Saturday, Dewbeyry raiter-
ated his position that more water
was naeded because ficefighters
faced unsually low water pres-
Surd and were forced to let some
Jomes burn unabated.

- “~However, Dewberry, 2 lifelong
Laguna Beach rasident who was
appointed by the city manager,
has been careful not to take a
political pesiton on the contro-
versfal water tank. .

“Based on the fire we had this
week, our existing water supp
was marginal,” Dewberry sal
Sanuday night. “Anytime you
car{ have more storage {or water,
and you have the rtunity, it
is appropriate to add to the gup-~

ly to enhance the water flow $0-
F\ﬂt @res.”

" .. MayorlLida Lenney said Satur

~day she could not find & single

1« firefighter who had trauble with
* water pressure while battling the

. Dblaze.

In a letter to the district just 10
days before the fire, Frank de-
manded that the water board
coase aitempis to Teplace the
500,000-gallon resevoir and t&
find another site.

Frank said the reservair would
hinder public acceas to the area,
ralse the ridgeline 17 feet, “‘total-
1y obliterate the existing topog-
rqfhy of the slite, aund discupt
wildlife movement and habitat."

The water district waged an
unsuccessful campalgn to im-
frge the water sugply dby.warn-

ng-that Laguna had the poteatlal

. .ﬁs conﬂaglration fike the Qak-

hills fire that destroyed
2,900 homes. Jn a February 1993

——

___:‘\.e!_ngggr_tli district warned

er e.l.eva "

that the city is surrounded by
15,000 neres of open space vul-
nerable to wildfire.

“The {distrlct) must pump wa-
ter to lts higher elevations, as
most of aur water gtorage is lo-
cated at Jower elevatians,” the
pewsletter said. “In the eveat of
a-wildfire or an earthquake, we
could Jase power, preventing the
ability to pump water to the high-

'l'ha‘clly was prppbe;led In op-

reservoir werlul
slow-grawth ups, ill:ludin g
Laguna Greenbelt, Laguna Can-

yon Conservancy and Village La-*

guna,

Reglster staff wrlters Gina Shatfer,

Cheis Knop and South Colnty News
teporter Barbara Dlamond contrib-
uted to this report.

P.14
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MGOVERNMENT COMESTO THERESCUE - = . ZA-

MeWS o
ederal and untrauthorlﬁes re-
celved 110 emernencmmunee ap-
plicadlm Sunday, and g
begin writing checks by week's end.

Disaster victims lined up at the Lu\mn
Recreation Center for the secand day
gwmment—awsunu offers. Almzether

165 people applied for fice-related auil-
tance over the weekend.

“It's our intention to cut checks thhln
seven to 10 deys. People who came ia Sat-
urday and
oven faster,' sald Cory La Bianca,
spokeswoman for the Federal Emergeacy
Management Agency

FEMA is cnordlmdnz aneucy of-
{OFTE 2t range from sm
to psychological counseling:

More than half of the local claims in-
volve homecwners with hame offices, said
Carol Lambert, a U.S. Small B\ulnm Ad-
mioistration loan specialist, a'marked dif-

Sunday will receive asalstance -

ference from the situation after the 1992

_ Laos Angeles riots.

That complicates matters for the fire’s
victims: Not only are their homes and
warkplaces destroyed, but also d\eir pexs’
soasl and work records.

LambYert sald, however, tlnt vecent SBA

. measures streamline the loan-reqnut pxo-

cess. Some applicants after the 3992 ricts
criticized FEMA and the SBA for what
p%daimad were dnerous applluuon
res
partwularl sun;mb In Rev:-
y tu
Servicn:iﬂreuntn ves, who said 1992
1ax returny atill could be amended. Last:
week's fico-related costs can be claimed
on Iast year's tax peturo.

“The yrimary advantage is (victims)
nuwbeableto get a refund chock faster.
Otherwise they’d be walting until April

1994, sald Ron Edgar of the IRS.

remmenl thueﬂieu'belnx of- \
fered bythe FEMA ted Disaster _
‘Asslstance 4m through Friday:

up
_ ' FEMA-spoasored mortga
al-assistance grants, Call (800) 5250329
ar (800) 660-8005.
» Individual and family grantsup to ' -
$12,000 through the California Departent -
of Social Services, Cull (400) 7595307 oc -

_ncome-tax assistance.
Cnll mmsumamm or (800) 829~
4059. Call the California Franchise Tax -
Boal'd at (600) 8525711 .0or (800) 822-6268,
Swu:i  assistance, for helpin.-

delnmlng checks, due *

Wednesday. Call (800) 772-1213. o

8y ELLIOT BLAIR SMITW/The Register 4
o
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BURRELLE'S

A
75 EAST NORTHFIELD ROAD / LIVINGSTON / NEW JERSEY 07039
TV (201) B32-5600 / (800) 631-1150
DATE November 1, 1993 ACCOUNT NUMBER  63/6297 PS
TIME 6:30-7.00 FM NIELSEN AUDIENCE 14,473900

NETWORK ABC
PROGRAM World Ncws Tonight

PETER JENNINGS, anchor: '

In Southern Califernia, firefighters have spent the day racing the wind and
now they hope to contain or extinguish ]l the remaining wildfires by tomorrow
before the Santa Ana winds pick up again. Nearly 700 homes have been
destroyed, and despite the fact that private insurance will cover many of the
losses, the federal government’s share is stifl very large and growing.

Here's ABC's Erin Hayes. o

ERIN HAYES reporting:

The firefight is now (ocuscd on cooling the hot spots. This is still a

gerious battle and expensive one. The air assault along here has alrcady run
into the millions; dozens of firefighting helicopters have been crisscrossing
the fire zone. There is overtime for thousands of firefighters and police,
The tab will run near the $100 million mark and may go well over. Who will
pay? California picks up 25 percent. But FEMA, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, will pay the biggest part of the bill, 75 percent.

Mr. JAMES LEE WITT (Federal Emergency Management Agency Director): We have
enough money to cover this disaster.

HAYES: Thay, ironically, is because of this summer’s Midwestern floods.
Congress gave FEMA a huge ¢xtra appropriatioun for that disaster, and right now
thers's money to spare. But gll the costs here aren't tallied yet. FEMA

still expects to pay for cleanup and to provide millions in housing

assistance. Many here lost everything, like George and Esther Stevenson.

. ¢ ¢

(SUMMARY: Hayes rcports that many people don't know how much thelr insurance
will cover.) :

B
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TV
CLIPS

DATE
TIME
NETWORK
PROGRAM

LURRELLE'S

75 EAST NORTHFIELD ROAD / LIVINGSTCN / NEW JERSEY 07039
{R01) 9326600 / (800) 831-1160

November 1, 1993 . ACCOUNT NUMBER  63/6297 PS

7:00-9:00 AM NIELSEN AUDIENCE 4,795,760
NBC
Today

ELIZABETH VARGAS, anchor:

Firefighters in Southern California are slowly gaining control of the
devastating fires that have scorched much of the aree in the last few days.
The weather has been coopersting, but all of that could chenge later in the
week. 1o the meantime, victims of the flames arc 8lso slowly gaining control
of their disrupted lives. We have more now [rom Larry Carroll.

LARRY CARROLL reporring:

Faith and hope revived in Sunday services will be called upon today by
Southern Califoraiaas bartered by a week of ficcy disaster.

(Cacroll tells how the fires are undelr control.) -

¥ & B

- CARROLL: Residents of the burned-out areas began to turn their attention to

rebuilding. Insurance companies held group meetings of pol:cyholders FEMA
chicl James Witt has promucd to begin issuing government checks within 10
days.

Mr. JAMES LEE WITTE (FEMA Director): It’s very important that all of us pull
together, because what we do-«everything we do is to help the local community
and those victims.

CARROLL: Bui ag people sift through the ashes of their memories and wildlife
returns to burned-out hillsides, fire officials remain glued to weather

forecasts. Yes, there could be flare-ups. But this time, they say, they will

be ready. Larry Carroll, NBC News, Los Angeles.

21 Clios
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BURRELLE'S

75 FAST NORTHFIELD ROAD 7 LMINGSTON / NEW JERSEY 07039

T V (201) 9326600 / (800) 631-1160
DATE November 1, 1993 ACCOUNT NUMBER 63/6297 PS
TIME  7:00-9:00 AM NIELSEN AUDIENCE 4,755,760

NETWORK NBC
PROGRAM  Today

KATHERINE COURIC, co-host:

In Southern California, firefighters have all but snuffed out the devastating
fires that burned across more than 170,000 acres, so now the focus is

shifting. NBC's Sara Jamcs is in Altadena, Californis, this morning, an area
hard-hit by the fires.

Sara, good morning.

SARA JAMES reporting!

.+

(James discusses people who lost their homes to the fires.)
s 8 ©

Unidentilied Man: So, if you turn me down then--then I'l]l be able to get a
geant? '

Unidentified Woman #J: FEMA will be able to help you.
JAMES:

Federal emergency workers are here, proccssing' claims, promising prompt
action. Help 8lso comes from next door, sround the coraer, from families and
friends and neighbors, from churches.

Unldentificd Woman #2: Gracious God, you have brought us through the {lames.
We come alive: we came with our bodies intact; we come with hearts brimming in
gratitude.

C ea-

. JAMES: A1 the United Mcthodist Church in Laguna Beach, the service for Kids™ = -

this Halloween Sunday was about surviving something much more frightening than
ghosts and goblins.

(James continues discussing fire survivors.)

Yo ) 14>
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75 EAST NORTHFIELD ROAD / LIVINGSTON / NEW IERSEY 07039
{201) 9926600 / (800) 631-1160

TV
CLIPS

DATE November 1, 1993 ACCOUNT NUMBER 63/6297-P$
TIME  8:30-9:.00 PM NIELSEN AUDIENCE N/A
NETWORK  All News Channel
PROGRAM News

STAN TURNER, anchor:

Southern California’s brush [ires are ncarly contained. Fir¢ officials say

the weekend's cooler moist air gave the firefighters the break they needed.
But they feared the dry destructive Santa Ana winds may return tomorrow.
Damage is estimated at $1/2 million so far. Some owners of destroyed homes
have returned to sift through the damage. Emergency officials say they will
help pick up the pieces. , '

Mr. FRANK KISHTON (California FEMA Director): And, we are committed to be
bere until this recovery operation is completed. Aad we don't consider that
operation completed until we hear every family has rebuilt and returned to

their house. '

TURNER: Officials say there's a dangerous side effect to the fires. The

hills have been stripped of grass that holds the dirt in place. Winter rains
could trigger massive mudslides.

| 14 Clips
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SAN FRANGISCO CHRONILE MOV 0 2 1088

Timing, Luck Spared Li!es
nSo

- et WP Y &

R P N

" By Rob Haeseler
Chranlals Siufr Writer
Dcamatle differsnces lu Hm-
Ing, respanse snd praparednest
between the fizes ia Southers
Californls and the devastatiog
East Bay htitg five two years lio
_ ¢ombined with tlind luck to
spare iveslast week, suthorities
aid yesterdny.

Althsugh hot, dry winds played
s key role ta boib blazes and the
topography of the TW0
rrixiagly simfar, there sre big
dlifecences in \ation dennlty
and the types of vegetation that fu.
eled tha blazes.

The East Bay bills tire killed 25°

mh and desteayed more than

) reatdences on 1,600 screx The

two Southern Califorals fires that

_ accounted for the greatest Tost of
pedl prugeru - tadeas nd
Laguna Beseh — olalmed 0o lives,
dsgao&ed almast S00 homes and
burned over 13,000 acres.

“They bsd more time sad more
warplag® Ascistant State FIre
Marshal David D. Walizer sald of
the two Southers California fires.
Tt wasd't Uke the Oakland hills
fire that wes In § residential peigh-
porhocd immediataly.”

sYou don't have the same popu-
latlon denlllvhere. snd thera way
s difterent fype of fuel loading”
Walteep sald. *t ts 8 aope Mediter-
ragean climats, and the vegétaton
{s chaparral and chamiz, which &
esmmonly called greasew and
burns like bell They are ot ti
trees lize eucalyptus.”

Time 1e Lvacoste

Both the Altadena and Laguna-

Beach ires started gome distance
from the first howmet they devour-
¢d, sllowing orderly svacuations.
Taguna Hills_Fire Chlef Rich
Dewberty eredl nge Coute
ty's sophisticated communications
oitem with dlowing differest
agencies 1o work together ~with-
out stepping op each other."
-. oo authreak of the fire at mid-

r‘_“

tratfic was 1ight 134 pany of the
coksta] city'y residents were away
at work. To pravent evacuset from
jammiag up, orders 10 lakve were
given only as the fast-moving tire
threatened a neighborhoed All
four leaes of the Pasific Coast
Highway were coaverted to south-
bousd use for the {leeing ves
dents. As many s 4,000 paople
wers ordered 10 loave, glving fire-
fighters freadom torespond ta the

Altadepa ‘Fire Captain Lester
Furell sald that high poblie swase -
pess &f the dzoger of wiods and
tuel beiped spars 1fo there aftee
the fire crupted fa the predaWn
hours Wednasday. “We bave had 2

vegelation elesrance woﬁrun in

B O e vapartiog the 150
eople were ¢

Ang vinds® be nid £ he Siaa

*The blaze started far awiy
rors residential areas, and, in
moste jain the areq were
aware of gald. "As the
{lre started to grow, we began to
evicuate people quickiy.”

. Oifforent Ta Ooklend °

Oskland Fire Department
spokesman Don Parkeg pointed
out that 31 af the 28 Exst Bay bils

fire victims died within the {irst

: hour {n the area between Charing

Cross Road, near the Caldecott

‘_Tunnel, and Riler Highlands,-

uthern California Fires

when hot wiads caused the blaze
$o flave uggon e Sunday morning,
Oot. 20, 1991, when many people
were &t home.

At me place we had less of
{ife, we had no way o notily pec-
plo,” be said. "There wat just such
30 Incredible smount of fuel
there. In the early stages. .. 75 per-

_ cent came from eucalyptiss tress.”

o E;slly.&omd.wt; monut:
g ems contributing

mozu:":.'nummnumnu .
containing about 450 copdomini-

" um4, burged in 16 mioutes.

Nipa people died along narrow
Charing Cross Road when Lamet
came up the hilsida, trapping

ERES: PageAr7Col §

— w— O

- themin a traffic jatn. Eight others

died nearhy.

In tha sftermath of the Bast
Bay bills fice, Owkland's commun!-
cations systeq was singled out for
éritielsm slong with Tax atteztion
to clearing fuel.

“Hopefully, we're not the only
oaes that learned & lesion in our

~ Parker rald “1 think thoy
benelited too” '

b N

T omar
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Santa Ana Winds. Fire

Danger.to Return -

I R

= i‘repatétiness: Police. ;nd ﬁteﬁg_hte:s .
plan special patrols to deter arso like .
those beljeved to haveset last week's blazes.

ad OFN & MITGHELL

_TIMES STAFE WRITERS

.maymmmmmmwﬁtﬁm today. :mtm-lmmatmmpmﬁﬁwumm m‘etw
_and polics and firefighters will be on special patral soroes gt ggents who seized his ssels KCBS-TV broadcast
‘Southern-Cakifornia {0 detec arsonists who'might attempt: . from somme letters 1t sitributed to-Fedbuster, that
um.mumwmmwmmw. leadinparts . - . R .
saidMonday. .. .t ) " Wmdne.mw-mgonxb-hmmemhaﬂnl
were blamed for at least’six.of last week't . flght fire with fire. ~ . You (hnk the Oaldand (Hilla] fize,

devastaGog firet.-No mmbun'ufutduy&h- .waa big? You should ged Yoy plans. == - E SRR
any of those hiazes, and (avestigatocs fear that-pome may “T'rm'going.to set a-blg fire, actually mece han. oos,
altemptto sefieagaintoday. < . bigger than Oakland on October 2, 1891 —(geing to) settler
Vdunuuduungmpl.oqu!ppdwiﬁmblguaﬂ. .mem‘r:::ﬂ!“dm:igmudo&«wﬁ
_were weheduled o n police and fire personnel In the ,mh screwed me Y e %
patrolling mm&mmmm arcas Wherobruh, 5, S0 ﬁ‘f’:@u‘gfw"’, aan ot e “:‘e‘-ﬂi“’-‘ Fires
s mmww:x ¢ gu_amf.rh uais wu.'e i srson-investigators bave yet to figure ouk the identity of:

"n\;ﬂ el::’:n‘ro n%t mpediflc, theg:l‘t‘genml.'ﬁ.lda ;mll.;
investigatian arm, s cocedinating the Invistigalive lforts g e e Pt ety hrealeri fseyfres”
. : g togetfired” %
of at ey 1,85, sgencies-puobing the Southem Culiforo. , B Orange County Fire Chilef Lary Holmes gaid the.

,,mlcmmlc ) ':Bl.:

The FBL has sent coples of recent‘letters threatening
-mbmbwflcnudhmuqhwmra
fingerprint identification and development of persamalty
profiles of theauthors’ < 7 .
Fire officials disclosed’ fast ‘week that.mare tan W
etters threatening‘irson were recaived by various
. Southera Califorafa police and fire departments and by .
“¢ltizens between Sept. 1 and the outbreak of the Gires. The.
officlaly ssid they had no-evidence that the fatters were
:m«ubmdlw.veek'sﬂru' ! . .
" The officiala 83id thatwman callinghimself “Fedbuster”

TY T

..
4
[ ]
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~‘Tne- next big task—should would be drawn from Flood Cone. ,

siluation 18 ripe for renewed etrikes Southern California -geét through trol District revenue, .
by sreonists, .. : _&emkw.dql,vi:hmnw!her The_ preparation for rain will
*They all recognize how puch. major wial by fire—will be L include a major reseeding effort in *
attention these fires got national-  repalr “wherd Ahe hegviest . thebum areas, 50 grass Will grow,
l}."llolncnid.‘mmde*rmﬂ-u expected during winter o help nold the tpsall in p
conditions coming; it 5 more Ukely _ calos, smeothing over bulldozer “There’s sides of hills where the
ot they-will comecutagain, - ° - tracks tht could erode fnto gulies, fire burned 50 hot that, it's burnt,
. *There (s a whole lict of people; . eulting saallow “water berth 4o  slrdat white™ Sing said “fa &
who are-apt 1o atant'fires,” ims’’ "~ divert-ithe runolf, and spiking down scenarl where there’s runalf,-the
mid. "When the media begins to  heavy mesh {o fastén unstable .best-thing s to go In-thers and
cover It like this, &t just becomes & hillsides :n -plece, sald Fire- Capt. =L i-
{eeding frequy for tham.”. | Joe Sing of the Callfornla Depast-. Hand crews-'will shovel“earth
« Forecasters sald the winds. -mentof Foresiry. * ~ et gmooth where *firebreaks were
ghould gust upto ﬂm .over ‘- Tha Lis Angeles.County Board, - glashed acrass the and bull-
soma areas of Lhe 50U way - of Supervisees today s expected o dozers will huge steel claws Lo
and Wednesday, sctompanied by ~ approprixe an egtimated $1 million - dresk up fire- to pre-
warm, tempersturss- and few hu. - for: gmergency flodd-control mes- parelt for seeding, Singsald. .
ons almilar to thase , SuFes, uding extra sandbags foc-, :The big tractors will plow under

that whipped lsst weelds brush *_residents who live below denuded | some brush that was cut by fire-.
fices ints destructive firestorms -  hillalde. * - bl - . Aighters during the battles to stem
that desiroyed ut Joast.81S botid .. Ina owmodo Wie.board, Public the blases, he said The.plowed ™.

mdwngeas ' Warke Cirsctop T.A. Tiderianson’ * brush will decay slowly, eurishitg:
2 With-the 13 blazes that charred e

“manning. the. ines was o pregare -

far t0day’s winds and to ready-the’
fand for the winter raing. ~

, In pany fire
Jwreze.using hand teols
the few remalaing hot
unesrth amoldering trush “burled
by bulldozers that could still be hot
encugh o start new fires whien the
winds pick vp- :

to mult'qut *

L TR | "

areas, nrcﬂg'ﬂte;s'" )
spotsand 1o

warned. of. & gw% the soll. and promoting oew
‘ereaseduk of flood damage ‘growth - L .
the present storm geason and for-. ‘-Asthe (lre crews .worked, fire
several years a5 azesult - victims continued 'ta stream into
of Lhe.fres in MalbuThousand :disister centers seeking .

Oaks,. Atadena’ and -Chatawarth.”, - sndsateald ¢

The o=y Would bé uaid to bulld ", - Officials of the ‘Federal Eaer
concrele debris basing and othar LEency Mamgemeol Agency sa
barriers, clear sediment from éxtit-- <75 familles have regiatered for

_ing bagim and buy 1.3 million extra* ) , fouT ¢
~sandbagt, ® public Works spokes-, - ton cenlers set’ up- in ]
womanmid - i ‘s o &'aﬂmﬁﬁd@. Cmnrnéo end
The emergency expenditure is’ versida County.
‘not, wrpected to hurt ;the .essh- Al the centers, warkers from -
starved county becausa the meney state and federal agencies.are pro-
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cesting roquests for temporary
assiztance, disaster unem-
ployment insurance axd low-jnter.
st Joans for rebuilding homes'and:
busnesses, »

. F-ank Kishton A'g coordie
nating officer for [he disaster. gald
the fixst ehecks to meet emer
housing needs were lssued -
by‘.hl[e' eould -:tot provide figurat

¢ ameunt of mozey dispers
po families, had

quake) disaster, thede was about ¢
21-day tyrnaround for application,
* but with this cystem ftwill take as
‘liitle as threé daym? #2id Robet
Lambert, ¢« FEMA: .emergency
menag

eraent
', .Ooe hund:e.;l fyrnished: spazts,

. menty are Yeing made: available *.
rent-{ree for 3 moath for victims of
the Nres, accarding toHerb Rosen--

bloom, president .of the .R&B “ornla and by a3 traug

. Apartment - Management Ca, -
- which'operates the natiemal Oak-

Wood Apartment -,
* The firmy s mﬁm& 35 spert-

- ments ot each of four locations—~

Ne
. luca

director of the
stats Office of Emergency Servie-

Cross service cenlers, the fire(said.
Richard Andrews,

Beach, To- - by
loca) Red _.\D

by a high:=pressure aysteni
i o Bl s
air -
sy h of low
pressure off the coast that is pull-
Ingtheair affshore. T
-He mld that a3, L
downhill the San.Gabriéf
Mountaing, it will :g&ut and':.e;;
compression, 8 up
m.ph. near mountain passes and at
e &0 m.p.h..ln"me.-uasul

. », '

valleys ---.v -

.- Thehigh tempersture at tha Lo
Angeled

Civie Ceater on Monday

e3, 83}d moce than §41 roiliion has . "W 79 degrees, after an oveenight:

, been spent by state and local .

;agencies o fight the, destryctive’
e ot

. Andrews sald it & the largest ..

. moblilization- and test of the Call- *

“lornla fire mulual ald aystem i
h‘ml - - :

Curtis Brack, a -meteoralogiat -
with WestherData Incy said the
Santa Ana winda are gener- .

tow of 61, High temperalures today
and Wednesday should range frorn

the T0s at the beaches to the middle-
Brack’

80s {n.the coastal, valleys,
gafd P Y, P

.c-‘-t. - v.e w4

. Times stal-writers Xoviz jolnison,

“Tracey Kaplan, Baryl Kelley, Catlas-
Lozaneand Mack Reed comtribated ta
‘Hllm.' .l' ) S .8 . *

e air -me.

FIE -
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§cars From Flrmtorm Keep
Opkland on Constant Vigil

E ﬁnpaledness' New actmsm of volunteers is one s:gn'
bl’the chang& that took eﬂ‘ect after disastrous 91 blau.

RlGlARDC. PADDOCK

l eln'm“mx

OAKLAND-When eonmctol'
:mg Servals saw smoke billow-
in the Oakiand hills lasl week,

e knew just what (o da: he raced
Bls truek, gradbed the fire hose
uoolud it up to & neardy

4 anshmtlon ‘workars r¢

destroyed In'the b ke
T o
the hose and

{tack
uhot!ﬂ!eeunmnlr BY

¢ the Fire Department aryly
mlnut.a later, l.hc voluniteer

etlghterl had the blau under.

.. ¢
don’t wanl lob(a vlcum"w

S g ot b
a fipe hose In his ‘-1"'1’:2
Taels no mtfer Wwhat kind
{ Fire Department you bave,
there ate never enough pecple %
ARSI -
Police, fircfightera plan l
patrols to deter acsonlste. BI ¢

wqhaveto clige -
Votred get nﬂ;ackln

’;g‘: uh;: Fcut:vk‘:n of v'ol;;mm
of the cliajjges that ok
place In the Oakhndnlnd Bu;k?l:y
hilis sipce Culifornia’s worst (ire:
killed 25 people and du;royed
2810 homes. .
_ pakhnd. Which got poor marks
1" *- Pleisasee OAKLAND, AY

7 %E.'F%

dlng.'

-&'iven names .

‘laken aueh Sleps as setling

)
its !,
own weather stations In the s’}

for its handling of ‘the fire,

and duying an Infrared scaqner s -
s htllﬂiprl;r einwhunt for lll:ldcn Y

Jso' requ

ntw construction and raoditied its | L
fice hydrants o firefighters tuim
other cities can hook up.

- Wilh @ peWw lax sssessment ap-
pioved by volars, the ety also :
mjoved aggressively to clear vege- ;
talion tn.tho hills—even bringing
h;ﬂhtoathrushlnlnmeamﬂe y-

-"1 L:nelgk ul:e a‘:.v is m:x:h better :
n L wus two years
’.’,'?-f sald Oakishd Mayor ﬁmu
arrl “Welumetalal At <
T e a 0
ea 1u§ee£sutl Ig case I think :
ve maintained our vigiiance™
Irerlnz s e:mﬂcnoe this past
eck, the eily sent Man to'
d\etn Olluornla 173 helg :
v letims there, (n pu-Ucuhr y o!- :
nee OI'I
ent of ohe-stop centérd to ald
vlcﬂmmmbundlng.
At Cakland's emergendy €on: -
ters, burned-out ‘residents u)d
meet With entatives of the
un the Federal Emer-
emen (9 te-

¢ -

ene
place n ver's cense, op ©
nempapor subseription, transfer
phon find ‘[nformation
|baut jost animpls, get mental
health counseling and oblain {nfet-

mation about insurance tetmburse-

m&lxhems replals,

. pumidity

P. 06

wio ' years ‘lafer, the centers
lu' ¢ evolyed into & place where

victims ‘ean permits for

g rebuﬂdln thetr hames and asrarige

toh thelr_utilities without

delayl (acéd by other buflders.
“When the fire breke out in the

Oakland Hills on Oct. 20, 1991, the

S SR

ware af the
»’ S:y and was poorly propared to

goalwlthcmﬂotuhh:

the California Department of For
esry had fasued s red flag alert.

"Now we N more auention to the

weather

T Qakland's new munldp:l wegth-
::a;‘htlonl pruqdetlmmedh;:'

nga on temperaturs, win

and the molsture content
of bmh. When the reddings h\dl-
¢ate g high thle Fire De
partment beglns P umg dnnzer
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ar!;."as. and reapong: \’\;iah motae én-
gines to any reports of Mire. )
The 1981 conflagralion began
from & brush fire that firefighters
thought they had extinguished the
previous day. Now, firefighters are
ardered to stay with a blaze when
condlions are hazardous and (o
turn gver the sofl to make sure the
Grelsout. N
‘hmlingtﬂle hugedﬁra the r:;
n's waler supply system was
overicaded that some frefighters
ran out of waler. Now, the city is
) -four trucks with milss of
hose Lhat can pymp water lrom Saa
Franclsco Bay or a distant water

mola .
*Slmilacly, the eity has purchased
8 hew communications eenter to
replace Lhe radio system that was
3o overwhelmed that dispatchers
could not s2nd fire engines to the
proper locstions. :
‘Firefighters from oth‘:wrhdle-
tions who came to Qakland’s ald in
1991 found that, the clty dad a
e ey iy I (e staie.
neaxely every ¢
Odklend & ?onv‘c!ﬁng olf its By

othe!dtgs. .

f - Batcs (D-Ouakland),
drants o mateh the eq_u'lpma\t, of gents r.l(u bI:rned )

| A pother critique in the wake of
> & Lthe 1991 fire—that help and
. residenty teying (o evacuate were
-hampered by narrow, windlng
. roads—proved wiore. difficult to
salve, Although somaq sireets have
- been widened, most were nol In-
; 8tead, the clty has §
. Liralts on strect parking In the hills,
| . In the aftermath of the Oakiand
: blaze, the state Legislature ag-
| proved & law regquiring fire-reglst-
. aat roofs {n high-fire areas, effoc-
- Uve In 1935 Oskiand roved
* even'tougher resteictians that togk
ellect {mmed]ately, requiring new
-.roofs (o meet the strictest stand-
| ards for fire résistance, .
In addition, siding on homes
.mnust bé able to lolerate high heat
for en hour without {gnising and
atties must be vented o heat
doea pot collect.and cause houses

|w . . v
“In the Borkeléy and Oakland
hills there have been ve major
lires in-the last 100 &u and each
. Umd they would rebuil
beforé,” said Astemblyman Tom
who sépre

are’and epon-

* 9 sored e sute measule, “Maybe

this tme the mei
thraughs | éisage got

One reasop the i'sal'ﬁn was s’
disastrous.was (he vast amasunt of
dry vegetaton lh the hills. This "

d Just like

P.O7

yeat, out of 16,000 propertlee in-
gpected, abaiit 4,000 were tited for
overgrown brush or for not having

spark greesters on thelr chirneys

. Property owners wha do ndl car-

rect the problerh will find the work
done by the city and the cost
tacked onto Lhelr property tax bills.

. In areas where it Is dilficult fot
crews o' work, the city has con-
tracléd with a goat herder whaode
gp_a G%lm'l%l& acre of
rugs a day, even ea o polson
oak. £ They gat Anything and ev-
'erydl_ﬁls.'_' sald former Oal
City Councllwomari Marge Gnno_g.
Hr 1], who last two homes in th
‘ -

her step 16 help prevent

., In
'l disaster, {ire departments
h:::h eed that engines will dis-

regard :Ity limilzs when a fire ls
reported: In the hilts,. When the
slarm sounded for the Oakland fire
las{ Wednesday, 11 engines from

-fo {ulsdlétlonl converged on the
P . .

ur
netg_ borhood. )

. Recofmizing tha limils on ita
‘emérgency services, however,
Oakland

also has begun training.

~ondreds of voluntsers in how Lo

‘deal with disasters guch zs fires
‘and exrth .

. [ .
¢ *Thay tan't alwaya waif for the _

tment,” Mayor Harrls
“We're stariing & valunteer

:e_f:pﬁm-ve' 86 there will be more
peog ‘available (o help In a disas-

Fire De
sald,

a4
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keep on p

PEDPLE About 2,000 from
as_far away as 1daho set
up camp at Ronald W.
Cuspers Wilderness Park

on-Ortega Highway.
By ANNEVALDESPING
Ocange County Reghtsf 1. NV
ed-cyed firclighter Bill Rodman,
21, of San Juan Capistrano was
for bed. Sittin
stared straight ahesd with a b

1ook. At & p.m. Sunday, he wai X%
fatigued he was just about brain-

ting
stroog, Rodman made his tempaoracy
home in Ronald W. Caspers ilder-
ness Park, where three-persod teats
datted the hills and dozens of fire:

trucks parked in u clea

Sanday afternoon mostﬂ:fthe camp
was-still sacked out. Some snoozed o
thelr clothes In sleeping bags, snosing
in broad daylight while fire engines
rollcd around them and spAsIRCe-
ments blared over & 1oud public-ad-
dress system.

Butby Sp.m. the
ag the sun set. Some firefighters re-

turned from the day shift whilc others

prepared to fight all night. Most work

for the Forest Service, but they also -

came from fire dephrtments i
Orgnge. Riverside and San Bemarde
les and Camp pendieton.
-Many made thelr way Lo the mess
tentfor the maia meal of the day —
é_igsen-trkd steak, mashed potatoes

g on u wooden stum .h; _

campbegantostir,

lugging .

and gravy doubled as breakfast and
dinpef.

yellow uniforms and tots

w
* ing fir ting ear.thevmlled

about, and faces sooty, finger-
nafls flithy. All were workiag 12-hour

ghifts that sometimea stret ed long-

er.
They headad for makeshift barh-

rooms where met and women
ashed under a single shower head,

ﬂreﬂméﬂ ud ance you get to know
your fires ge'od. it's fun. For me, it'sa

wa& of life. .
orking rownd the cloek paid off.
The Ortega fire was 75 pefeant can-

tained by Sunday grgght.
Local resident Rodman was ucky.

Ttwasn'tion distance, so he'd ealled
his gicifrie Candy, every night
Others were missing ved ones asfar
sway as 1dahs.

Rodman can sleep anywhere, be
said. But Bob Shoemakef, =, of
31cCall, 1dzho, tossed and tumed.
Tha aches and paina accumulated
hikl;ig wp hills were keeping bim
awake,

Brush fires area't his d&.'he sald,
chutes into the mauntalng to so

A smoke jumper, Shoernaker a‘rai .

small forest fires, Helicoptera swaop

dmtﬂiglf!km_-_“w“_.—__ .o

P. 08
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Caspers Wildemess Park, ferrying a group of

__-.—_——-—a—“"

. DAVE YODERT Orange County
OFF TO WORK:-A heficopter takes off Sunda*'!rom the fire camp at Ronald W.
re

“When we ed on we made a
o :olTore .

commitment ¢ firefight-
ers,” Shoemaker “We knew
we'd be ground ders. We Imust

have hiked:1Z of 13 miles today. After
. that your fect are beat, your kneés

. are beat, your whole body Is beat.”

But he wash't complaining much.

- Shocmaker's been a fireman gince he

was 19. He's worked “as far south as
the Mexican border aud as far north
as the Siberian 5ea.” -

money he carns playing Santa Claus. -

“] have two

gon, $i. This W be & nice check and

my boys want mountain for
tmas.'

.—-—'/

fighters to the Ortega fire.
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THE
WAIT?

AFTERMATH: Firefighters complain .
that they sat after the Anaheim Hills.
fire was contained while blazes '
raced toward Laguna Beach, but

county officlals say they made time.
ly.decistons. :

By JEORDAN LEGON and BORNIE WESTON
The Orange County Register o, 4Jgfuld |2

Scores of firefighters sat idly by in Anaheira Hills
g: \:hedneaday while fire raced toward Lagund’, .
each.

Couanty officlals said they made timel! éldeelshu .
given the threat to Anahelm Hills and the compli-
cations of moving atrike teams from one teoul

~ gpot ta the next. But firefighters who were left-to
r&utul: Anahelm HUls sald Sunday they felt frus- ;.

‘ » -

. “We were sitting there on a hill in Orange just-.
looking at the smoke,” sald Qrange city firefighter .©
Chuck Tuggle. “We were hearing on the radio that - -
they had 100 acres fully engulfed and 18 strike .
tcams were being requested, byt no one was telling,

U to go”  —
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When the Laguna fire was reported at 11:0a.m.™
Wednesday, the Ansbelm Hills fira was 35 perceal
. contained Dozens of firefighters in Anaheim Hills™
were resting or dousing live embers. Some were °,
napping on the yards of saved homes and others ;
rested underneath shada trees. “

Anaheim Operations Chief Bob Hirst sald bis
firefighters were mop. up around foon when -
they notlced the smoke bellowing from La na. He
said the firefighters were anxious to ehift to that

battlefront. ] "
«“Wheq thers's & fire going, it's hard to hold then,. .
back,™ said

His first strike team wasn't called mntil abowt-
1:30 p.m. —onehour and 40 minutes after the Lagu- -
na fire was teparted. .

- " Orange County Fire Capt. Dan Young said many . -
units were not called to the Laguna dlaze initially
beeauao“ the roads to the town were Jammed with
evasueet.

County dispatch records show 10 strike teams —
50 fire englnes — were requested at 12:19 p.a. The »
first strjke team pulled tnto Uﬁn‘a atl:23p.m.— .
mioutes befora aelghborhoods began to evacoata.

Young s4id the lag time was reasonable, given'-
the distance many units traveled to get from fires
alsewhere to Laguna. It took time ta evaluate the *
spread of the Laguna fire and decidé how many
units were nesded. .

Young also said that fire officlals were hesitant.
to rede&oy the more than 400 firefighterd assigned
to Anaheim Rills in case hot spots reigmted. ..

“Thege guys can't drap their hoses sad gatoa .
new fire," Young said. “We had a fire that de- .
stroyed two homes and still bad hot spots f%d“" .
Only an-idiot would pull oll firefighters off that".
thing. You would have had anather Qakland.”

He also said the flames {n Laguna Canyon were
growing too fast for firefighters to contala. “Noth- |
ing could have stopped them,” he'sald. o

But burned-out-homeowners said they have &',
hard time bell that nothing eould have been' -
donp to save thelr homes. Toby Woodhouse, who-
lost her Mystic Hills home, said she reported a”
distant smoke ‘patch to Laguna fire officlals at
11:4S a.m., begging for air support that came too
late to eave ber house. : .

“Tt's sa frustrating.” she sald. “At molht,

know it was eontainable. Air service d have

tb::-? :r.m viable toute 1o go, I would have
g ”

Crange County fire officlals said they didn't:
wastetimein for air support. At 12:14p.m.,
dispatch recards show that Assistaot Chief Chip -
Prather ordered planes and opened a communica- -
tions chaanel for them to communicate with local *

" dispatchers.

No air support arriveduntil 1:  p.m. Young said
fires alrea pognsum‘mg homes jnwhere In the
area ity of available airplanes. He
also digmissed as unrealistic suggestions that air-
craft carrying water or chemical retardanty could
have «fanned the fire. e
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HEFTY DONATIONS AID

" RED CROSS EFFORT

Red Cr:ino Wadnesday's devas-

Aaxeding o Terry Harshom,

chalrman of the Otam:@unq Red
ith Systea,

gunas Beach
. eyholdess of thelr rights. The,

workshop will be 8t 7 p.um. at Laguna
Geach Community

Presbyterian
. Chwrch, Turner Hall dasscoams 201
‘and 202, 415 forest Ave-

GENERAL ASSISTANCE

» American Red Cross: Family-cenvices
center has moved from 515 Forect

" Ave. 20 260 Ocean Ave,, Lagund

Beach (Wels Fargo Bank Building,
whird flaor).

‘Nov. S. information: (200) 462-9024

trem § am.-§ pm. daily. Yhere s 30
a aumber for the hearing-impaired,
{800) 462-7585. Oparators spedk
Spanish and ether languager

CHILD CARE .

P Qrange Caunty Child Care Hat
live: (714 9%607370.

> All Heast Nannty Service: Free ba
sitting senvices at the Newport

Marriot Hotsl & Tenal Qub fer all
evacuess. Romona-Bruce, (718) 433-

© 9433

— e —————— -t

p——

woy 01 9

information

animals. (114) .
> @-Major Kennels: 9761 W. 11th 5t,
Gardan Grove: (714) 5317473 Wil
bsard animaks freq, up to pony she. .
I D and T Sunshine Services: Froe an-
kmal shelter, (714) 494.5865.

P Hidden Valley Ranch; Boanding of
hrsas. 215 Ollnda Drive, 8rea. (714)
242831

¥ Ivina Animel Care Ceoter: Tempo-
rary housing for animals and astis-
2ance In locating Lt pers. 15128
s»dc»wnlud.au)mnq

» Laguna Beach Animal Sheftet; |

Temporssy
help finding lost pets. 30612 Laguna
Canyon Road. (714) 43235R2.

- Orange County Fairgrefinds’ Eques-

trian Canter: Claim Wst pets at 85

Fate Drive, Casta Mesa. Sty horses,
gouts, shaep, ﬂbﬁgmw
and othets have been dro) off

" there. Information: (714) 7U8-1655.

» Oranga Coumy Pecple for :Ill'l'llll'
qum i
mals and for boarding ser-
‘vices for animaks. (714) 7516272
» Pet Metro Co.: 17942 Sky Park Cir-
e, Suite 3, tevine, Free pet food, up-
plles and vetarinarian services. 14)
756-5656, Ext. 3.

P> Veterinary Cemers af Amarica:
Fres baarding of animals left hame-
{ess, exxept horses. VCA Ana 8rook
Animal Hospital, 335 N. Brookhurst
St Ansheim. (714 772-8220.
MEDICAL

‘Piaguna Beach Communlty Qinic of-
fers free modical and counseling ser-
vices. Medical: 460 Oczan Ave, call
(71 4540761 for appointmens.
Courceling: 255 Thalla, call (714} 43¢
8429 far applintmens.

P.2
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» free back-njury care for south-
caunty fite vicdme: Chrls A, Hawn,
D.¢ (14) 39-1116. Family Chiroprac-
tlc of Laguna Niguel, 30001 Tows
Cagter Drive, Suite 2, Laguna Niguel.

stdn: Free eye ams, pla dis-

coynted and free gladies, contaess,

contacleaning supplies and eye

drdps. {800) 994-7483.

SUSINESS ASSISTANCE

» Ghris Tookar, ARMS, Relazation

Services for businesses.

' advice 2t no charge far

two weeks. (J00) 266-2767.

COUNSELING

- D>Excoilence Unlimitad, David
Asdrmson, PO, and Shenft Aronson,
Ph.0, 2&-hour counsaling servics to
people of 31 ages. (714) 493-1966.
> Jewish family Sanvics of Orange
Coynty: (718 935111,

» Laguna Beach Cammunity Clinec:
Offering tounsaling at it offices ot
255 Thalia St, Sults 8, through the
weekend to community mambers,
particularly chidren, abaut fire b-
swet, Free 0 Laguna Beach residana.
information: (714)) 4548428,
» Orange County Mental Health De-
Beach: 8 am8
p.m. Crisis dlinig counsaling services.
Walk in at 30818 & Pacific Coast
Highway or aall (Ha) 493-1877
(ﬂd}dﬂ.mqmmuun).
> South Coast Counseling Group:
Fred coursafing for fire victims. (714)

| TSH9630 or (14 5204834
» Sputh Coant Mediaat Center, La-
guna Beach: (714 493-7501.

’Wﬁﬂmﬁwnn;'unhm
support group: 8 am Firt a

mudlzmmmh.m\UAm
S Newpart Seach. 310) $59-3164,

B YMCA: Free counseling W fire vk~
dims, Cafl (741) 442-1000 weekdays.

CLOTHING/SUPPLIES

» Dorothy’s on Sroadway Thrift

shop: Free doting. housing sup

and other itams 19 fire victms

Broadway, Laguna Beach. 10 2.m.§€

P (714) 4541911

» Fashisa stand. Newport Boach:

Many meschants are offering dis-

counts an shoes. dathing, househald
- teemg and food. (714) 721-3000

» Home Base: Free shoveks, trash
Gns and work gloves for fire Waims.
Call American Red Qoss, Q) 835
mte -

» Early Parertting Center:
formula, bottes and other
plies. Contaet the American Red
Crans, (710 8355301, _
» Beach valumtedr agendes:’
re:.’u;ﬁu.m.m
sondens snd other referals. 7 a.m-7
pro. through Nov. 5. (714) 3766283

.9 Fue fect Jsauam. Laguns
Beach: Free food for fire victins with
vouchers, avallshle at Red Cross sitex.
Mo BN . )
> Maris Callendar's Restaufant: Ples.
baked goods and bottied water %o be
distributed 30 Red Cross shakters and
Wﬂwmﬁa&

HOUSING . _

» Amel Management Carp.: Provid-
2 list of fumished apartments

ready for Immediate cctupancy.

Watving teautity deponit faf fire vic- -

tiems. (714) 4345100

B e on e, 014
s )

> California Agantment Assockatinn:
Rental referral program, Apartment
Assodation of Orange County, 12322
Gardan Grove Bhd,, No. D, Garden
Grove. [714) §385350

wp

> Evans Rents: Free relocating sét-
vie. Cotra Masa, (T14) 65013855 §
Tusan, (714) 833-2834

» Hyat Hotals In Ventura, Lot Ange-
tes and Qrange counties are provid-
ing reduced room 7atas 1o fire vicums
in need of short and long-tem hous-
I ummmmm;mnw
Hyatt Newporter &

ameng hetals offering reduced rates.
» invine Ca.z Astisting fire victims '
with apastment<ental iformation. !
Credit checks, sacurity gepasits and
gther pre-rental procedyres will bé
eliminated for fire victmg, Ca2ll (T14)
720-2407.

R
(O]

> Laguna Cutreach: Housing. pet
care for gays and lesslans. Referals
far general services such &s therapy
snd Call Kristen Encs,
(714) 7454333.

> Apacument listings: Newport-Mesa -
Assodwuon af Realtars, 401 N New-
pore Bivd., Nowport Beach: lnvine
Assadgtion of Resitons, 16267 Laguna
Canyon Road, invine? South Ora
Assocation of Realtors,
| Sol; Caps Beach and
Reakorns.

UFDELTA Moblle homes: The Salva-
don Army has been affeced 60 me-
uu%umumu?mu
sty on property.
will be delivered frec of charge.

fantal rates negotiable, Contazttan |
Robinson 2t (T14) 548-7830

= Qakwood Apartmens: Free use of
S0 apartments in Newparit Besch,

Long Baach and Ansheim for 30
days. Contact Rad Cross Service Cen
ter for refermal. (714 8355381

> Westam National Property Man-
:&:M\t: Fire Victim Asitstance Mot

Is O14) 750-RENT, 8 am-5 pm.
P Kewpart Dunes Resort: Free RV
soaces through Tharsday. Cali (714)
TS-OUNE.

» Willism Lyen Property Manage-
ment Ca_: Offering discounted réms
at &z of I south-cowtty apartment
projects, The Boning S
parcent off rents, phs offering

. month-a-month armangements. The
projects indude three communities in
The Resor Allso Viejo!
Country Ciub Viiaz, Laguna Niguei;
The Blufés at Monarch Baach, Dana
point; and Capistrane Pointe, San
Juan Capistrane.

» Zaby's Motor Laage, Harbor Boute-
vard and Katella Avenue, Anaheim,

. and Rip Vaa Winides lan, 301 W.

Yarella Ave., Anzheim, are offering - ...
reduced rates vo flre victims. (300) -+ <=

995-9093.




WISH LIST: A blackboeard outside
where 1o go for help, and talks mm

DOrmgecﬂmlummw

formation Helpline: 714 $316222, -
J4) 71566306,
"Onngacamnruod_a_ion .
Lawyer Referral Service: Waning &t
orral foes for victions of the
fire. (714) 3358811, °
> Law affices of David, punell,
muamm:o«m.m
help with dawrs y
legal work. (7114} 640700
» Law offices of Paone, Callzhan, -
Mcholm & Winton: Offering free
M!pwhhalmueeﬁngudm
aegummqsssm

whaee help s needed. |

TAXES

» Oange Beach Chag-
ter of the Californis CPAs: Providing
wx Information sad asistaiis W 1S~
ldents whe sufferad property losses.
Laguna Besth Recreation Centar, 505
mmmmsm‘l-

_Dnmldmnnhuumr:mo

mnmmdmum‘marfaﬁnvk-
e, O Holifield Federal guilding,

,zwmmd.mwm

hgreom.u;uninigueumu-
da.awea-wu

—

n Church [ists items needed by fire victims, tells vicims

—

ST

P.4

et
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P Sanwa Bank; One- (o three-manth

deferral on existing loans, No fee,

low interest on few laane. Contact

bank locatiors In Santa Ana, (71

2854570: Newporz Beach, (T14) 476-

:20; ahd Migsian Vigjo, (714) S%-
1.

» Wells Farge Bank: Special lean pro-
gram for fire victims, it indudes per-
s0nal laans 1o homaowners up 10
$25,000 and renters up to $5,000, at
247 percant. ¥ you have 3 Wells
Farga hame loan or aredit ard, you
an defer payments by (800)
5121294 or 6.
£720 (aedit cards). Small-businass

e Npte ng
{800) 545-2844.

INSURANCE ASSISTANCE
® Policyholders’ rights waorkshop,
sponsared by sh'!lesSm. At Torres. 7
p-m. today, Laguna Beach Commu-
alty Presdyterian Church, Turner Hall
classrooms 201 and 202, 415 Forest °
Ave, -

Aqancy: Natio isa

“numpEr, {800) 462-9029,

P'mcepammdm
Totl-feee hot lne: (300) 937-4357

> .2 Freg videctaping of
M%mmbrhmmwn
g?mmsgmaw $56-
e, Oange tefr:
m:kdounnﬁghﬂ"hﬂding plans
for imurence’ The plans
will be supplied frée ts owners. For
information, call the AWOC, (714)
S5)7798.

P The Laguna Art Muzeum, .
photographical archive of warks by
praminent Califernia architexts, avail-
able for fire survivors. For informe-
Gan, Qll 0) £94-8971.

MAIL !

> The Letter Box: Frew mailboxex to
residentis] and business fire victims
an Orega Wighway. (714) 661302

TELEPHONES

¥ GTE and MC: Free lang-distance -

alling for ire vidima. GTE Building,
255 Broadway, Laguna Beach. (800)

ey o

» PacTel Paging: Free paging sarvice,
Ind0deS Wwse of 3 PTS pager for Up

%0 90 days and express voica mail. I

formation: (800) B07-2437.

> Pacific Bell. Frae vaice-mail and
alforwanding sernvicas to victims
wha have 1o telephone service .
Voice-mail orders: Residence custom»
ery, {300) 773-7000, Exz. 345; business

rmM;MnI&.&:m:ﬂ
Caunty chapter. Coondinating
from licensed faclities to provi
free short-term care for s
patieras affected by the fires, (714
283-1111. ,

¥ Unhad States Eldercare Reforral
Agency: Temporary lodging. Call Rab»
art Rosenberg, (300} 848-1008. °
P Sauth County Senlor Servkes, (714)
438-0400.

STORAGE

» All Aboard Mini Storage in Ana-
heim and San Gabrial: Free starage
space through Dec 31, Information:
(714 563-6331 (Angheim) or (318)
2896354 (San Gabriel).
MISCELLANEQUS

» Southem Californla Gas Ca. is waiv-
ing bills for cusomars whoze res
%mmmm.

& Rank of Califomnia Is considering
payment deferrals for up o four
momhs on home mortgages, unse-
eured Instaliment loans and commer-
dal Jonas of credit.
P30 Minuts Phatas, Etc.: Free re-

- production of phetos damaged by

fire or watar. 52 Park
Maza, Inine. (714) aLna.

» D and T Sunthing Seevices: Lncat
transgortation for people whose cars
were destroyed, (734) 4943865,

» Integrated Wasee meas
8card Consumar Hot Line: List of ap-
proved Landfiil or recyding caatars to
dispase of fire debta. 6 s.m.5 pam.

. Monday through Friday. (800) 553-

®» Qrange County Environmental
Heafth Divisien: Questions:

f?ed safety, (714) 667-3600. Quu-“
:—:;'ausa haidos dnmsuk.’
M9 310

gl

PC.S

® Salon Chandon, Brga Mall Embassy
Sultes Court, Offering

froe halrasts and ralrydration treqt-
maent for their skin, (714) 9304200

DONATIONS

To Red Cross:
> lrvine Cs., $250,000. Also match-
:lgqplcnu'mhdomplu

® Mansyer's, $30.000 in-kind
donations.

> 1334, $25,000.
» Noms Savings of Amarica,
$25.003,

» Auto Trader, 520,000,

> San Gas & Bectic,
ﬂ!.!ﬂw

® Kmart, $10,000,

_ bAll«nnlu..ﬂOAﬂﬂ._ _

e

g "
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P Avea Flnanglal, $10,000,
» Fuor Corp., 510,000

Orhers:
»

id’ .mnd\;asoao

maeals tg firelighters, @mergency
workers and fire victims.

P> Prudential Redl Esmate AfHilaens

ne., seliing $1 ratfia dekets for o
zmdulm!orl.hihdwly . Also

& lve auction and blkcale

™e Sfiwing 4 weaneaay. |/ v
2504752 4

» Westem Digital Corp., food for
emergendy sheiters and firefighters
ard hat farted 3 food and dothing
drive.

» HomeBase inc., shovels, wash @ans
and work gloves to be distributed 10
fire vlabns through the Red Cros.
Alsa aceepting Red Cross vouchers for
the purdiase of home-related
supplies.

rranl-llc-p.tcndushem

B NISIYEI™ P.6

j » 1,000 gallons of die- .
e! fuel :ndmum-gallon water

trucks 10 help the firefighting efforts.

» Sutro & Co., Newport Beadh, wol-
lacting foad and dathing for fire
vicims.

» Continenta! Lawyers Title Co.,
basic title rates by SO per-

cent on single-family homes for fie |

vietims,

/

Comgiled by Regiar satf

- —aant
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NEWS RELEASE 0 S

CALIFORNIA

FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL R"
COORDINATING OFFICE 4 A >

FEMA-DR-1005-CA-PR#6
November 1, 1993

DISASTER INFORMATION FRON: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEABE
Federal/State coordinating office

245 South Los Raobles Avenue (3rd. Floor)

pasadena, CA 951101

Media Contacts: FEMA: Alex Newton (818) 405-7398
STATE: Greg Renick (818) 405-7293

WHAT/E HAPPENING TODAY ..
(for naws media only)

Daily news briefings continue today to provide accurate and timely
information about disaster response and recovary. The briefing is
held at the joint State/Federal Disaster Field Office in Pasadena.
Spokespersons are available to the media at 2:30 pm daily at 245 S.
Los Robles, Pasadena. All media representatives are invited and
encouraged to place this vecurring forum on their calendars.

A demonstration of the Automated Construction Estimation (ACE) will
be given at this afterncon’s news briefing by Bob Lambert, a
technician from Federal Emergency Management Agency headquarters
(see below). '

STATUS TO DATE
(for general release)

Acres Burned: 173,603
structures lLost: 731
Injuries: 52

Firefighting Perscnnel: 8105

OTHER NEWS & INFORMATION
(for general release)

ACE To Speed Inspections

Epormous strides are on the horizon for disaster damage inspection °*’
activity. Latect daviece in the field to speed up processing is an
electronic inspection unit, the Automated Construction Estimation
(ACE). Federal and state inspectors are employing the compact
hand-held device to input damage figures. The figures are
immediately transmitted to offices in San Bruno, California, where
further processing is speeded by the new device.

#i#



with q

E':-OS ANGELES — T:a Fpderal
qn:?y eriuel:ed‘:smslow and| in

. clenl, {3 hoping to avold another puk
relations catastrophe with a giifck re-
spouse to the Southera California
wildfires :

FEMA gpened four.gervice denters
in hard-hit sreas this weekend {o take
applieations for loans and ald,

FEMA J

od a
ot o i local
governmen ° ¢ indug-
&y — and prompt delivery ¢f aid
Ml M . °

“We aré reorganized,™ Witt| said.
“We ars 2 ‘new agency.”
TP L B e b

ve gone ugh eno

their horng:ln” Brooka said :g ~
of the Altadana ;

;Sun:Sentiriel

a8 temporary hogsing money and |

" Preliminary damage sstimates
from thé wildfires that roared through
Southern Californis Jast week were et
at 3500 million. . .

Critlclsm of FEMA gener fol
lows dizsasters. Vietims of canes
Hugo, Andrew and Inik{ had little
to say about the agency, and a
aetion lawsnit 11 gr viclims of Jagt
year'’s Los Angelés rlots aceused the

- agency o! {legally denying them
Y jally §

" Tha a drew generdlly favor-
dble reviews for its quick rezponse to
last suramer’s floods In the Midwest

" Firefightars stamped out the few
brush fires still burning on Sunday.
Calmer, conler weather allowed wea.
J¥ crewt to extinguish or contain most
of the fires that ravaged the region for

FEMA ACTION

The fire recovery will mark
some FEMA firsts:

Insurancs industry representatives
will staft the sarvice centers to ad-
vise pecplo aboul private Ingur-
ancy and coordinate claime.

N The & Iy promising te defiver
oheohg:rqheghmnto 10daysofs
slaim's approval, FEMA. hey fajled
to it on this commitment in
The past. but Witt said this rime
would be different.

l FEMA wilf wrile cheoks lo pecgly
for comé lossws covered by private
insurance [n cases where the Insur-
o tannot "3 mmanﬂra age.
gpokesman Oscar Brooks said,
. insuter then can reimburce

four days. .

Thirteen major fires in & 200-mile
streteh from Ventura County to the
Mexican border tor¢hed 167,7 &c7es,
damaged or destroyed 787 bulldings
(including at least €50 bomes) and in- .
jured 82

The National Weather semL sald

the Santa Anas — hot desert winds
from ;l;e East or goru;:ah:t n_d %&l
be owing agaln ton{ght a

dl_lgfn'l‘ho wl’:ga arce toblow at
20 mph to 30 mph gusts up to 45
mph -~ milder than the winds that
spread the wildf{ires. -

tries to improve image
ck response to fires



Malibu Fire Contained—for the Moment
6,000 Firefighters Work to Save Real Estate of the Rich and Fanious

By William Hsmilton

Waohingoa Past St Writer

MALIBU, Calif,, Nov. 3—More

fighters fought house to huuse to
nation’s most valuable real cstat
winds diminished, they
broken the back of 2 fas't-moving

threatened to cansurme this famous

Chief Donald Manning declared this m
harrowing night whea it seemed that
sweep down the Pacific coast and lnto affluent

'auﬁnedmcnnymandmnun
from the narrow strip of bea

coast. But authorities

haze might yet revive enough
residential peighbortinnedx
Almeost untouched were

:histawnﬂ:ﬂthasa

' THE WASHINGTON POST

ANNEALRED A

the beachfront houses in

actors and entertainers
sinoe the birth of Hollywood. However, al
actor, Sean Penn, 5aW his canyon mansion

tarilding
moving over the top. It
gure it was going 10 get

1002

than 6,000 fire-
S
e today and, a3
hoped they had
brush fire that
beach cotany.
“Qur belief is the worst is over.” Los Angeles Fire
orning after 2
flames would

after it started, the
i, aithough generally
tainous areas
ch winding along the

concern that the
to move closer to

That tactic helped to save build-
ings along the highway—milliun-
dollar oceanside houses and 2 mot-
ley assortment of bars, restaurants
and stores inland. But the owniers of
houses perched on the hillside and

farther inland were not slways as |

lucky.

Along Pacific Coast Highway,
many houses were bumed to the
ground and surrounded by black-
ened sofl. Others had survived, al-
most inexplicably because the
ground around them was burned

completely.

_Diaa Roberts watched fram the
highway Tuesday as five members
of 2 family lingered on the roof of
their house while flames moved
closer. When the five finally began

golng down the hill, Roberts said, [

<flames that must have been 30 feet
high were right behind them and
chased them.” At least one, she
said, suffered serious burms.

Despite the extent of damage,
tnitially estimated at about $130
million, only one fatality Jhas been
reported. The Associated Press
said late tonight that Duncaz Gib-
bins, 2 British director and screen-
writer, who had been severely
burned when he tried to rescue his
cat, had died at 41. Authorities said
120 firefighters have becn injured,
none seriously.

After being unable to §tOp wind-
driven flames racing from Calabasas
to the coast Tueaday, firefighters
have soughttocontaintheﬁretoan
inland area roughly bordered by
Pepperdine Unlversity on the west
of Malibu and Topanga Canyon on
the east. They weze alded by grad-
unl diminishing of blustery Santa
Ans winds. Both edges of the con-
tainment area have provided some
of the most dramatic battle
Until this morning, fires

considered 3 crucial stopping paint
because to its east is Pacific Pali-
aades.l_helvihrpopuhtedl.osm-
geles neighborhood where Ronald,
Reagan lived before¢ he became:

_ president. . - - -

Appearing with Fire Chief Man-
ning today, Mayor Richard Riordan
emphasized that no fires had spread
into the city. But that threat -re-
mained, and many residents of Pa-
eific Palisades and Santa Monica

wlhien the sky glowed orange, peo-
ple were packing valuables in case
they had to evacuate.

Early this evening. authorities
reported that the fize had jumped
Topanga Canyon Boulevard, which
pisects the canyon east of Malibu,
reviving fears that new residential
arcas nearex L.os Angeles might be
threatened and promising anather
long night for concerned residents.

Many Californians such as Sonny
and Betty Karlies, Who bad to evac-
uate their home ncar the J. Paul
Getty Museum in Maliby whea fixe
came perilously clase &t 4 .. to-
day, accept the dangera inherent
with where they live.

“We have 180-degree pancramas
from every room of the house,”
Sonny Karliss, a retired real estate
broker, said today while the couple
waited at a Red Cross evacuation
center in Pacific Palisades.

Twice, they have lost their back
yard to mudslides, most recently in
torrential mains last February that
helped end a sivyear drought
Their homeowner's insurance bas
peen cancaled becanse of the risk,
and now they connot find anyone
willing to repair their patio. '

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt
signaled today that he, for ane,
thinks it may be time to reasséss
the kind of risks Californians take
when bulling in what esscatially is
a desert. Inteeviewed oo ARC's
«Good Momning America,” be said,
4 think, arice this is all over, we're
goig to have to really do some
goul-searching about the process of
building into these deep canyogs-”

The Maliba firc was the worst of
fourthathegln'l'\mdaﬁnuewnd.



Clinton: More Fire Help To Come

WASHINGTON (AP) _ President Clinton, calling the fires in
Southern Californiu an "agonizing tragedy,” is promising more
federal help, including an immediate $1S million.

"You are not facing these fires alone," Clinton said Wednesday
night in a five-minute satellite address intended for Southern
California.

A wildfire that began on Tuesday claimed 200 homes as it roared
through the seaside town of Malibu, charring 35,000 acres. It was
the latest in a series of fires that has burned more than 1,000
homes and 215,000 acres in Southern California in the past 1{
weeks..

He praised efforts of those fighting the fires.

"Until these fires are out, thase in the inland empire, and the
new ones tearing through the Santa Monica Mountains, our work will
continue and we won’t rest either," Clinton said.

“With these new fires, the federal response has already
begun.

We’ve provided 37 air tankers, 100 fire crews amounting to 2000
federal fire fighters, 86 fire engines and 22 helicopters,"
Clinton said. .

He said the $15 million would go to the California Office of
Emergency Services "to help pay for the state and local
firefighting casts." A

Clinton said the amount would be "supplemented as further costs
are identified in the coming weeks."

"We are going to try to help communities shoulder their
extraordinary expenses that they are facing through no fault of
their own," he said.

He sald fighting such disasters puts "unbearable strains on
budgets of state and local governments."

Clinton earlier declared much of the area as major disaster
areas, making the counties affected available for federal disaster
relief and low-cost loans.

Clinton said Federal Emergency Management Agency Director James
Lee Witt and California Gov. Pete Wilson both had told him “the '
federal efforts are well coordinated with the extraordinary work
being done by private citizens, state and local governments."

"] know there are people who suffered losses who are upset and
frightened, perhaps spending the night in a shelter,® Clinton
said.



This Lias to be a terrifying cxperience for children awakened
at night by their parents and carried away from their homes, before
their loss; for property owners, some of whom have faced down a
wall of fire with nothing more than a garden bose in their hands
and a prayer in their hearts; and especially for the gallant,
heroic men and women who are fighting these fires and risking their
lives to save people and property from being consumed by the
blaze,* Clinton said.

AP-NY-11-04-93 0133EST

CLINTON OFFERS AID TO FIGHT CALIFORNIA FIRES

WASHINGTON, Nov 3 (Reuter) - President Clinton offered
federal aid to southern Californians battling wildfires telling
them Wednesday night they will not have to face the destruction
alone.

He offered some $15 million in federal funds to help somc of
the most prosperous communities in the United States pay the
cost of fighting the fires.

*This advance will be supplemented as further costs are
identified in the coming wecks,” Clinton said in brief
televised Oval Office remarks.

"Until these fires are out ... our work will confinue and
we won’t rest either,” Clinton said. o

*] know this is a big burden to California with all your
other troubles, so we ought to do what we can to help," he
added.

Last week several hundred homes were incinerated and a new
round of fires has engulfed 300 houses in the celebrity enclave
of Malibu. Loss estimates are running into the hundreds of
millions of dollars.

Clinton said the federal government has responded to the
latest fires by sending 37 alr tankers, 2,000 federal fire
fighters, 86 fire engines and 22 helicopters have been
dispatched to the region.

Last week, Clinton declared several southern California
counties disaster areas making them eligible for federal
emergency aid.

Federal Emergency Management Agency Director James Lee Witt
was dispatched tu the scene of the fircs along with Agriculture
Sceretary Michael Espy, Clinton said. White House Chief of Staff
Thomas McLarty is coordinating the response effort, he said. -

*] know words alone will not heal your hurt or make you
whole, but i hope you will take some solace in knowing that your
country is concerned about you and that I am clasely following
the work being done to protect you," Clinton said. REUTER

REUTER '



Cliuton pledges $15 million for firefighting c{lort

WASHINGTON (UPI) _ President Clinton ordered Wednesday that $15
million, 37 airtankers and 2,000 federal firefighters be given to
California officials to help combat the devastating wildfires sweeping
the Los Angeles area.

In a message televised via satellite from the Oval Office, Clinton
said White House Chief of Staff Thomas McLarty is coordinating the
federal response, while Federal Emergency Management Agency Director
James Lee Witt and Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy arc both on the scene
to assess the damage in Southern California.

Clinton said the $15 million would be handed over to the California
Office of Emergency Services "to help pay for the state and local
firefighting costs.”

=This advance will be supplemented as further costs are identified
in the coming weeks,” Clinton said.

Saying "We're facing those fires together," Clinton commended the
efforts of the pilots who fly into strong Santa Ana winds to dump water
on the fast-moving fires.

Their actions and the work of countless others define the word
courage, and we can ncver repay them for what they've done and what
they’re still prepared to do," Clinton said.

upi 11-03-93 09:46 pes K
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Clinton Promises Firc Aid

WASHINGTON (AP) _ President Clinton called the new fires near
Los Angeles "a terrifying experience” and promised a strong
federal response to help, including an immediate $15 million.

"We ought to do what we can to help," the president said
Wednesday night in a five-minute satellite television address [rom
the Whitc House.

A wildfire that began Tuesday claimed 200 homes as it roared
through the seaside town of Malibu, charring 35,000 acres. Jt was
the latest in a series of fire that bave burned more than 1,000
homes and 215,000 acres in Southern California in the past 1{
weeks.

Al of the rest of us ought to pull together. That’s what
Americans do,* Clinton said.

_*With these new fires, the federal response has already begun.
We’ve provided 37 air tankers, 100 fire crews amounting to 2000
federal fire fighters, 86 fire cogines and 22 helicapters,"

Clinton said.

He said the $15 million would go to the California Office of
Emergency Services "to help pay for the state and local
firefighting costs." "

Clinton said the amount would be “supplemented as federal costs

are identified in the coming weeks." -
.- He said fighting such disasters puts "unbearable strains on
budgets of state and local governments.”

He praised "the gallant, heroic men and women who are risking
their lives and fighting these fires." He saluted "pilots ...
flying after dark in strong winds.*

Clinton earlier declared much of the arca as major disaster
areas, making the counties affected available for federal disaster
relief and low-cost loans.

Clinton said he had spoken earlier in the evening top both
Federal Emergency Management Agency director James Lee Witt and
California Gov. Pete Wilson and that both told him “the federal
. efforts are well coordinated with the extraordinary work being done
by private citizens, state and local governments."

. ] know there are people who suffered losses who arc upset and
frightened, perhaps spending the night in a shelter," Clinton
said.

It has to be a terrifying experience,” Clinton added.

He said those in California who have suffered such losses, or
whaose homes are threatened, should know "you are oot facing these
fires alone." :

AP-NY-11-03-93 2126EST



FIRES DEVASTATE MALIBU ENCLAVE, MOVIE STARS FLEE

MALIBU, Calif, Nav 3 (Reuter) - Weary firefighters began
paining the upper hand Wednesday against a southern California
firestorm that drove movie stars from their ocean-view mansions
and destroyed nearly 300 homes.

The wind-driven wildfires — a harrowing repeat of infernas
that devastated the region last week — unleashed their fury
this time on the celebrity enclave of Malibu, where glamorous
refugees loaded their Jaguars and limousines and fled
overnight.

A number of blazes continued burning out of control for the
second day and new flareups threatened more structures, but Los
Angeles Fire Chief Donald Maoning declared "the worst is
over." Fire crews were aided by calmer winds and a flect of
water-dropping aircrafl.

Malibu’s rich and famous found themselves reduced to mere
mortals when their multimillion-dollar estates were overrun by
the worst fire in the town’s history.

Mansions belonging to Sean Penn and Bruce Willis were
damaged or destroyed during the night, according to news
reports. _ :

Actor Gary Buscy decided to stay put, Mark Hamill was thrown
off his property by firefighters, pop music star Vince Neil
grabbed his gold and platinum recards befove fleeing and Ali
McGraw had to hike up a hill to see if her house was safe.

But the famed Malibu Colony — seaside home to such stars as
Larry Hagman and Burgess Meredith - was spared major damage
after it was evacuated, fire officials said.

Hamill, best known for his role as herolc Luke Skywalker in
the "Star Wars" films, returned to find his home still
standing while dozens of nearby houses bad gone up in flames.

"Oh boy, we are lucky," he said. ,

Others were not so fortunate. "By the time I left it was
like *Apocalypse Now,” " said novelist Richard Christian
Matheson, who had time only to grab his cat and a half-finished

More than 7,000 people were driven from their howes Tuesday
{n towns and communities stretching from the Santa Monica
Mountains to the Paclfic coast, where three wind-driven infernos
scorched more than 35,000 acres (14,000 hectares).

An army of 5,000 firefighters began making headway Wednesday
as the fierce 60 mph (95 kph) Santa Ana winds that ignited the
area like a tinderbox Tuesday began dying down.



The latest fires crupted just after fire crews declared
victory over 15 blazes that devastated other parts of the area
over four days, destroying 730 homes and charring 180,000 acres
(73,000 hectares) from Los Angeles to the U.S.-Mexico border.

Authorities blamed the Malibu fire on arson and estimated
damages would run into hundreds of millions of dollars. Some of
the houses were worth $10 million each.

Gavernor Pete Wilson said the state, a firefighting
foundation and several insurance companies were joining together
to offer a $125,000 reward for help in arresting the person who
set the blaze.

James Lee Witt, director of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, sald President Clinton was so concerned about the latest
fire damage that he was considering a visit to the dcvastated
ATens.

No deaths were reported, but the injury total climbed to 120
firefighters and a dozen clvilians, including two men critically
hurt with burns covering mast of their bodies.

Other major fires forced several thousand mare people to
evacuate and destroyed dozens of homes in rural sections of
Riverside, San Berpardino and San Diego counties.

A thick cloud of choking gray haze hung over Los Angeles,
and plumes of smoke could be seen rising skyward.

Flames moved menacingly close to the famed Getty Museum,
housing some of the world’s greatest masterpieces, but officials
sald the building cscaped damage.

Looting was repaorted at abandoued beachfront homes in Malibu
and threc men were arrested.

Mayor Richard Riordan declared a state of emergency in Los
Angeles but sald it was ouly a precaution to allow the fire and
police departments to coordinate thelr efforts. “There is no
reason to panic," he said in an address broadcast on live
television. REUTER



Malibu Wildfire Dies Down, But Hot Spots Plague Firefighters

MALIBU, Calif. (AP) _ Helicopters swooped up Topanga Canyon
ferrying giant buckets of ocean water as an army of firefighters
stepped up their assault Wednesday on a wildfire that claimed 200
homes in this celebrity seaside town.

The hot, dry desert winds that fed Tuesday’s firestorm dicd down
overnight. But erratic gusts Wednesday from the sea and the
mountains swirled embers of flame from the brush, posing a threat
to homes. :

*The winds, thank God, have dicd down, which have allowed the
crews to gain the upper hand," Gov. Pete Wilson said.

A huge cloud of black smoke hung over the seaside enclave that
is home to such celebrities as Bruce Willis, Demi Moore, Burgess
Meredith, Mark Hamill sud Mel Gihson. Evacuees returned on bicycles
and rollerskates because police closed off 2 45-mile stretch of the
Pacific Coast Highway. -

Among the victims was actor Sean Penn, whose $4 million
Spanish-style mansion was destroycd.

T don’t know if he evacnated or if he was there at the time,"
said his publicist Carol Stone. Penn wasn’t immediately available
for commnent.

Arson investigators located where the fire broke out, but didn’t
immediately know whether it was set. R :

The fire, which began Tuesday morning 12 miles north of Malibu
in the Santa Monica Mountains, destroyed 200 canyon ranches and
seaside mansions and charred 35,000 acres as it roared through this
mile-wide, 27-mile-long caastal strip.

It was the latest in a series that has burned more than 1,000
homes and 215,000 acres in Southern California in the past 11/2
weeks.

As the winds subsided Wednesday, nearly 5,000 firefighters
stepped up their attack on volatile hot spots. But the blaze
remained out of control. The Santa Ana winds were expected to end
Wednesday night, and cooler weather near the coast was predicted
for Thursday. _ ; ) ) ,

Twin-rotor Chinook helicopters dumped Volkswagen-size buckets
into the ocean and swooped up Topanga Canyon to bomb flames with
salt water. ' .-

C-130 air tankers carrying orange fire retardant painted the - e
canyon’s east wall to stop fire from creeping toward the densely T
populated Pacific Palisades area of Los Angeles. At lcast one home
was destroyed Wednesday as Tuna Canyon went up in flames.

Malibu Colony, a gated beachfront strip of celebrity and
millionaire homes, was spared, as was Pepperdine University, where
300 students spent Tucsday night in the gymnasium as flames roared

past campus.



The J. Paul Getty Museum, with its priceless collection of Greek
and Roman antiguities, was safc, a spokeswoman said.

Flames slashed through yards around canyon retreats belonging to
Gibson, Charles Bronson, Dick Van Dyke and former Sen. John Tunocy.
But their homes were barely touched.

In front of a coastal highway home owned by "Dichard" star
Willis and Moore, the actor’s new black Porsche was covered with
white ash.

"He and his wife and the kids feft last night," said ncighbor
and caretaker Artie Cirincione. The couple have two children and
are expecting their third.

Curt Pierosc was among the lucky ones. He stayed up all night
hosing down his $1 million oceanview home _ and saved it.

"Was it worth risking my life? Probably not," Pierose said.
“But I live on a cul de sac. And I had some room to work. Sol R
thought I'd try it." '

Sherif’s deputies and California Highway Patrol officers
patrolled empty streets to prevent looting. Three men found
stacking televisions on the beach were arrested for investigation
of looting, said Deputy Irma Becerra.

Federal Emergency Management Agency Chief James Lee Witt toured
Malibu and said his agency was setting up disastet aid centers ¥in
record time." o :

Interior Secretacy Bruce Babbitt predicted the latest fires
would cause up to $500 million in damage and warned that rain will
spawn mudslides. _

"] think once this is all over we are going to have to do some
soul-scarching about the process of building into these deep
canyons with all the brush,*® Babbitt said.

Director-screenwriter Duncan Gibbips, 41, remained in critical
condition Wednesday at Sherman Oaks Hospital and Health Center with
burns sustained when he tried to save a cat from his burning home
Tuesday. Ron Mass, 40, also was in critical condition.

Elsewhere: '

_ Firefighters surrounded half of aa 8,000-acre wildfire in
Riverside County, 30 miles east of Los Angeles, that destroyed or
damaged 17 structures, injured six people and forced hundreds to
leave their homes.

_ Firefighters contained 70 percent of a 1,500-acre fire in San
Diego County that threatened homes near Poway.

AP-DS-11-03-93 1743EST



TV
CLIPS

DATE
TIME

NETWORK
PROGRAM

November 3, 1993
6:30-7:00 PM

PBS

Nightly Business Report

PAUL KANGAS, co-anchor:

The winds in Southern California rcmain erratic tonight. An_d that's causing
concern for firefighters and residents trying o }:attlc brushfires there,
Damagc estimates have now exceeding $1/2 billion. Today the ]
Management ARCRCY said it will draft 2 national strategy to reduce the risks
from natural disasters. FEMA officials say the pation can no fonger afford
the high-cost disasters, particularly since it knows how to reduce Josses.

DATE November 3, 1993

TIME 8:00-9:00 PM
NETWORK Cable News Nerwork
PROGRAM PrimeNews

SUSAN ROOK, ¢co-anchor: ' \

And pow to the president of the United States:

(Clinton talks about communities coming together in the wake of the
wildfires.)

& & ¥

President BILL CLINTON: After designating geveral counties as major disaster
arcas, we dispatched forest service air tankers and federal firefighters to
the scenc. At my direction, Mr. McClarty, the White House chief of staff,
has coordinated the federal response. The director of the Pedcral Emergency

n James Lecc Witt, traveled immediately to the scene of the
fires, along with agriculture secrctary Mike Espy and our gencral services
sdministrator from Orange County, Roger Johnson. We work with Governor Wilson
and his emergency director Nick Andrews, as well the leader in your < tires
congressional delegation, especially your senators, Boxer and Feinstein. T e

And until these fires are out, those in the Inland Empire, and the new ones

tearing through the Santa Monica Mountains, our work will continue and we

won't rest either. For these new fires, the federal response has already

begun. We're providing 37 air tankers, 100 fire crews, amounting to 2,000 -
fedcral firefighters, 86 firc engincs, and 22 helicopters. I've just spoken ~
with FEMA Director Witt, and he assures me that the federal efforts are
well-coordinated with the extraordinary work being done by private citizens in

state and local governments.



