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November 19, 1993

Ms. Kathryn Way

Special Assistant

Office of Domestic Policy
OEOB, Room 218
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Way:

I am writing in regard to a recent decision to stop repair work
on the Len Small Levee in Southern Illinois beset by rising flood
waters of the Mississippi River which are currently threatening
thousands of acres of property in my Congressional District.

Lagst month at a meeting organized by my office, the Soil
Conservation Service met with the Corps of Engineers and the
local levee district to determine what could be done immediately
to repair the levee. The intent of the meeting was to cut
through bureaucratic red tape and come to a final decision on the
levee repairs. Because the Len Small Levee is non-federal, the
Corps of Engineers maintains they do not have the authority to
repair or rebuild. At this meeting, the Soil Conservation
Service agreed to repair and rebuild the damage to the Len Small
Levee breech and the Fayville Levee erosion under authority of
the Emergency Conservation Program.

The Soil Conservation Service proceeded on an erosion control
project as the first phase of the reconstruction project.
However, yesterday I was informed that the Soil Conservation
Service can no longer rebuild the lLen Small Levee due to a
federal policy clarifying Corps of Engineers jurisdiction. The
policy dictates that any levee, federal or non-federal, that
protects more than 400 square miles of land is under the Corps'
jurisdiction. 1In following this federal directive, the Soil
Conservation Service decided the contract for erosion control
would be completed but that no other repair work could begin.

My office has contacted the St. Louis District Office of the
Corps of Engineers, the Springfield, Illinois office of the Socil
Conservation Service, the Corps of Engineers in Washington, and
the Soil Conservation Service in Washington, the Department of
Agriculture and the Office of Legislative Affairs at the White
House to try to get an explanation for this situation. The Corps
maintains the decision to repair is up to the Soil Conservation
Service. The Soil Conservation Service claims the jurisdiction
is in federal statute.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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Secretary Mike Espy and FEMA Director James Lee Witt have visited
my Congressional District and promised my constituents that they
would not be subjected to bureaucratic red tape. My constituents
are looking to me to resolve this situation today. I am
available to attend any meeting necessary today to accomplish an
immediate resolution.

It is absolutely imperative to the residents of Alexander County,
Illinois that this levee be repaired. The flood waters are
rising, people are ocut of their homes, the water supply to some
homes has been cut off, and new roads repairs and sewer lines are
in danger of washing away. My consitituents need a response

y about the repair of this levee.

APl

LtJ General Arthur Williams
Director James Lee Witt
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Left high
and dry?

Responsibility for Fayville Levee
at center of bureaucratic battle

By Elizabeth A. Green
Of The Southem Illiagiean ’

Flaodwitars have Feluimed acriss
sowthern Alesander County, and the
lcvee that nnce protected the dres
might aever be replaced.

he Soil Conservation Service
has been ordered 1o stop all lever re.
pair work alang the Mississippi Rave
¢r. Jeaving the sk in 1he hands of
the 1.3, anmy Corps of Engincers.
The eorps repaalcdly has retused w
s b ruptared agrisultoen! pven
peciise 1l does not meet federal
standards.

Just as the nver oy toward u
new crest Thursday, harges stopped
dumping 1eek fino the channel car-
ved after 1 brake through the levee
nait Mitler Cits in July, The rack
was intenced 10 seal ot the Auw of
Noadsvater und serve ag a hase tar a
peruane)tl replacenient levee about
threw quarters of a mile inland from
tlic oripnal lovee,

® Gee FAYVILLE, _AZ

‘T'm still
& not going to
take a drink
out of my
shotgun, but
people in this
community aren’t
very happy right
now.

Greg Patton,

Len Smalil

Levee District

vice president,

who has lost

his house and most
of his 900-acre
farm to floadwaters

Soukhern I 11-19-93

Cont Next Page

@doo4




11/19/93

12:35 ;5,‘,,“,.” 1 36

» Fayville Levee

Continued from Page One

Bur the rock fills only the middle uf
tis scour channcl, leaving the sicles
open to high water, As the river TIsgs,
it Nows arouad the juck and ¢oiin-
Ues its course across Wic thumb of
land known w: Dogtooty Bepd. Re-
ceully repaired roads are flnoded
4gain. thretening 3 waterline Lha
hus only just Leun lcpliced and
stranding residents in their homes
ONce more, R

“By noon Loday water was coming
over the Miller Ciey Blacktop ugain
in one of the arcis where we had
fllled it in, 5o I'tn Very concerned it
might just wash out g let of what
we'lve unsuinplished,” said Alexander
County engincer Ioe Plemon, “Whep

confirtned they'n not iy to
build any levees for us, tagt changed
the: whole cenurio. We've been
thinking we werg Juing permanent
work. bul now If we think there may
never be a levee there, we have 1)
questivu everything we do.”

SN state “conservation engineesr

Ay Means 33id his o Cucy was dJ-
rected by the federal Oflice’of Man.
Agement gnd Budget Wedncsday to
discontinue all lepair work along the
Mississippi. ‘Il dimetive prohibits
the SCS gom working on any levecs
that burder drainages of more than
30U square miles. The Upper Missis-
appi River Basin diains 700,000
square miles,

¢ guideline is not new, Under
normal citcumsianees, tie corps or
chpincers ovemees any levecs pro
lecting drainuge areas greaivr than
400 syuare miﬁ; The corps repaired
the Fayville Luves 20 years ago witer
the Mississippi  bioke throngh |t
aboul two mifes swunth of the current
breach.

Dut with the widexpread camage
10 levees wranght by the Mississippi
and its tributarics this year, the wrps
liinited its repair activities. Reqguests
Ior eorps help on the Fayville Lovee
Wore rejected. . )

State and lovee district offisials
turmed 19 the SCS for help, accon diu%

tor a

to Dujald Yonnahme, dirac

e linvis Division of Water Ke.
sources. Fager ta assist the farmers,
the SCS searched fin wayy |t could
make needed repairs. Means said

S received approval frem curps’
officiuly in S¢. Louix,

- “The problem it wit thg St
Louis disteict™ Jie wid. “I's 10
times greater than that "

Vennahme seyy the epdes W swp
SCS repalr projecrs along the Missic.
Sipp? canie from a White House in-
teragency Lask force formed fo deal
with flnod issues, -

“I think the Wi House task
force played e SCS decision riglit
buck to them,™ he said. “The natiou-
! budiet was being strainea just to
1ake care of the levees that were in
the (corps) program.*

Just who detided 10 issue the di-
Tictive stopping SCS lavec cpar
projects i unclear, officlals y. Ko-
y t 3 :

2 S Te-
10r$ady revedled only
“bnreaucratic confugien.”

Mcans said icy wonvineed lhe de-
cision did not came from SCS of the
pariment of Agriculryre. .

Len Sman Levee Districr vice
president Greg Patton said Alexen-
der County residenty suspect il {s the
fesull of 3 “power ftruggle in Wagh.
mgton.™ The ideq iy particularly dis-
tressing, tu Patton, who has [0l his
Douse and Mmost of his 900 aere farm
to the flood. -

“I'm sull not going 10 take o drink
out of my shotgun, byt people in thiy
Conununily aren very happy right
now,” he said.

Plemon said what [s particularly
discouraging is thal the river s |4
fect lower than jis crost dusiuy the
sumnmer flood, « level it coule raach
“several imes a year.,

“If we're aot 80INg 1O get the Je-
vee, it will be tough o decide where
we can put our efforts,” he sajd,
“This litdle rise in the Hver is open-
ing our cyes, It's like the river telling
us, ‘I'm not domq wueh 3t all, bue
¥ou'm vulnerable.! That's how we
eel, vulacrable,”

L. (orit.
1- 1993




