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(Note to Editors: During the Mississippl River floods, hundreds
of water quantity and quality measurements were made by U.S. Geological
Survey engineers, scientists and technicians in the nine-state flood
Tegion. Some of these results will be described Monday, Dec. 6, at 8:30
a.m., in a symposium and a poster session at 1:30 p.m., both in the San
Francisco Civic Auditorium at the upcoming meeting of the American
Geophysical Union in San Francisco, Calif., Dec. 6-10, 1993. The
following fact sheet summarizes the investlgatxons )

ISSISSIPPI RIVE _OF 1993;
FATER FACTS

* As the nation's principal water-information agency, the USGS works
with more than 1,000 cooperators to conduct scientific studies, and
collects surface- and ground-water data at more than 45,000 sites across
the nation, ineluding 796 surface-water stations irn the nine states that
wvere affected by the flood.

* New all-time-high streamflow records were set at 42 USGS stream-
gaging stations on 33 streams in 7 states. However, water levels would
have been higher in many locations if not for the large volume of runoff
retained in flood-control reservoirs. For example, analyses of flood
flow in the Kansas River and the lower Missouri River indicate that
reservoirs in those basins significantly reduced flooding. In fact, the
peak flood discharges associated with a similar flood that occurred in
1951, before many of the reservoirs were built, were higher than the
peak flows measured on these streams during the 1993 flood.

* Some of the new flow records on other streams are twice, or more
than twice, the previous record. For example, the new record on the
Raccoon River at Van Meter, lowa, is 45.3 billion gallons per day (bgd),
and breaks the previous record of 26.6 bgd, set in 1947. And the Des
Moines River below the Raccoon River at Des Moines set a new flow record
of 45.3 bgd, breaking the previous record of 37.7 bgd set in 1984.

# New all-time-high streamflow records were messured on streams in
Minnesota, Iowa, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri and Wisconsin,
with many sites experiencing flows that exceeded the 100-year recurrence
interval. (A flow with a 100-year recurrence interval is one that would
only be exceeded on the long-term average of one year out of every 100.
If a location has a 100-year flood it does not mean that it is safe from
another flood for 99 years.)
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* 5ix new streamflov reeords were sef on the main stem of the Mississippi River
and seven were »el on the Missouri River. Flow of the Mississippi at st. Louis was
ahave flood stage for more than 10 wecks, cxcceding all previous records set at the
USGS stream-gaging station during the last 59 years of streanflow monitoring.

* At Miller City, Ill., USCS hydrologicte collected flow, depth, and related
hydrological data at the site of a falled agricultural levee. The levee failure
resulted in the cutting of a side chamnel that bypassed 20 wiles of a meander bend
in rhe Mississippi River.

* Hydrologists at the USGS found surprisingly high concentrations of agricultural
chemicals in the Missiscipp! River and some of its major tributaries, during and in
the aftermath of the flooding. Despite the much larger volumes of flood water.
concentrations of herbicides at sempling sites on the Mississipp{, Illinois,
Missourl, and Ohio Rivers were at, or near, the maximmm levels detected in a
previvus study ul the river during lower flows 1in 1991 and 1992.

* Lloads, or volumes. of chemicals carried by the Mississippi River and some of
its major tributaries were also high, with daily loads of sovwe chiewicals up Ly
almost 50 percent over previous measuremants. On several days when the flooding wae
at 1ts peak, the USGS estimated that the Mississippi Kiver at lhebes, 1ll., was
carrying morc than 12,000 pounds of atrazine per day.

4 Nicrate concencrations vere similar to levels measured in previous years,
Concentrationes were leccc than 4 parts per million (ppm), well below the nitrate
drinking water standard of 10 ppm.

* Channel ercsion at bridge crossings is the leading cause of bridge failuree in
the United States. As a result of the flood, many bridges in the midwestern states
are threatened. In cooperation with state transportation departments in Iova,
Illinois and Missouri, USGS hydrologists and engineers measured channel erosion at
several bridges on the Mississippl River during and after the flood. '

¥ Bridge seour is measured to datermine the impact of channel erosion on bridge
safety and to predict the impact of future scouring. Underwater channel changes.
flowv velocities, sediment cheracteristics and bridge geometry are measured to
develap models of channel reasponses ta scouring st bridges.

* Flooding at thc Highway 51 bridgc over the Mississippi at Chester, I11.,
deepenad the channel, or cansed it fo he scoured out more than 25 feet, at the peak
of the flood. '

* The USGS worked with the National Usather Service to compile precipitation data
from 10 NWS weather statlons In the flood-affected states. The data indicate that a
wet cpring followed by record-breaking rainc in Junc and July produccd morc than a
year's worth of precipitation in seven months.

* The USGS {s preparing a series of reports that document significant
characteristics of the 1993 floods in the upper Mississippl River dasin. The series
includes flood discharges, prccipitation, transport of agricultural chemicals, scour
at selected bridges, suspended-sediment loads and concentrations ar many sites, and
elfecls of reservoirs on flood magnitude.

* % % USGS * * *

*x TOTAL PARGE.BB3 #*x
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WASHINGTON - Conditions in the Midwest are still ripe for spring
flooding, government scientists say, but the picture is brightening -
as rivers fall to normal levels and once-saturated earth begins to
dry.

National Weather Service meteorologists said Tuesday they
were far more upbeat than a few months ago about the prospects of
flooding in the region. Nonetheless, they warned that even normal
precipitation this spring could inundate farms and towns still
rccovering from last year’s disastrous floods.

Among the favorable signs:

The Missouri River is flowing at normal levels.

The Mississippi River is below normal in St. Louis.

Soil measurements indicate that the ground is drying.

The 90-day weather outlook for the region calls for
less-than-normal precipitation.

"So there are some encouraging things happening in terms of
the lower Missouri and upper Mississippi basin," hydrometeorologist
Frank Richards said at the weather service’s annual ycar-cnd
weather review.

The changes in the soil and rivers occurred because
precipitation on the upper Missouri and Mississippi river basins
was less than normal at the end of 1993, Meteorologists had
expected higher than normal precipitation for the last three months
of the year.

‘The prospects for flooding now hinge on the amount of snow
and rain this winter and early spring.

"Tt depends on the timing," he said. "If they all come
together, they’re in trouble."

The predictions, crucial to farmers and homeowners who saw
their land and possessions ruined by the summer floods, also carry
weight in-Washington, where Mi rying to sccure

ore money to repai fifederal levees.

"Tt was préfty clear then and clear now as well. If the
* Jevees remain down and unrepaired, we’re at high risk for
ooding," said David Ayres, an aide to Sen. Kit Bond of Missouri.




Many of the levees, particularly those not owned by the
federal government, aren’t expected to be repaired in time for the
spring rains. Given that, nothing will stop high water from
flooding property adjacent to broken levees.

"Certainly, the situation is such that given significant
precipitation, we could have significant flooding," said Lee
Larson, a hydrologist at the National Weather Service’s regional
office in Kansas City. "Normal precipitation across the Midwest
would cause minor flooding."

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers plans to repair 206 levees
in the federal program, most of them in Missouri. Work has begun on
80 levees. Corps spokesman Scott Saunders said all federal levces
should at least have had temporary repairs by the start of the
spring flooding season.

"We want to get all permanent repairs done by December of
this year," he said.

The problem rests with the 482 nonfederal levees that Bond
says need repairs.

Whether they get repaired is the crux of a debate about
pational water management policy. Some environmentalists have
called for the creation of wetlands that would accommodate
floodwaters rather than building or repalring levees that channel
floodwaters further down stream.

The Clinton adruinistration has opposed fuu-scale repairs of
nonfederal levees. But after considerable wrangling with Bond and
Rep. Pat Danner of Missouri, the administration authorized $18
million for nonfederal levee repairs.

Bond has estimated the cost of repairing the 482 nonfederal
levees at $100 million.

"If the politicians were in agreement and the money was
there, they still wouldn’t get many of the levees repaired in
time," Larson said.

The flood was the dominant event in a year of extreme
weather.

In their annual review, the weather service scientists summed
up 1993 as the "Year of Water."

In addition to the flood, the nation saw the long-term
drought in the Far West come to an end, as winter precipitation
exceeded 600 percent of normal in Southern California and Arizona.

The "Storm of the Century" swept viciously through the East
Coast in mid-March, with winds of up to 110 mph and widespread
coastal flooding. At least 240 persons died, and damage was
estimated at $2 billion to $6 billion.



But it was the flood, which left 50 persons dead and caused
damage up to $20 billion, that took center stage. It ranks as the
_ most damaging flood the country has ever seen and is second only to

Hurricane Andrew in disaster losses.

The flood was caused by an extraordinary confluence of
factors - already wet fields, swollen rivers and a remarkably
stable atmospheric weather pattern that continually pumped gulf
moisture into the Midwest. Over a six-week period in June and July,
the water that was dumped in the region equaled the volume of Lake
Erie. :

"This was a truly unique event," Richards said, "that I don’t
expect any of us to see again in our lifetimes."
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DISASTER UPDATE

Office Of Emergency Information and Public Affairs (202) 646-4600
Morrie Goodman, Director

January 18, 1993, 6 p.m. EST

A summary of information gathered today from situation reports from FEMA's Emergency
Support Team, Federal response agencies, the Disaster Field Office in Pasadena, the State
of California and local governments affected by tho San Fornando Valloy carthquake.

SITUATION

* Number of deaths reported: 34. Estimated number of injured: 1,825. In LA County, 5

hoopitals have totally evacuated, 1 partially ovacuated, and 3 others only accepting walk in

patients;, ten other hospitals are damaged but still functional. All Ventura Co. hospitals are
On emergency power.

+ Darnage assessments by State and local agencies are continuing. Downed overpasses and
freeway sections have substantially disrupted the highway network. Building collapses have
occurred in Los Angeles and Ventura Counties. Numerous natural gas pipeline breaks were
reported; ensuing explosions and fires have finally been brought under control. Widespread
damage to water systems is reported, particularly in northern San Fernando and Simi Valley

areas. Boil water orders were issued for Los Angeles City, but cancelled south of the Santa
Monica basin. It was suggested that water be boiled anywhere in the impacted area.

* T.ocal utilities report 400,000 city and 750,000 suburban customers are without electricity.
Much of the outage resulted from circuit breakers tripping when the quake hit. Most

generating stations also shut down automatically, but were quickly brought back on line.
Neighboring utilities are sending extra work crews to assist with repairs.

* Califomia Office of Emergency Services reports the Santa Felicia Dam was inspected but
no stnictural problems found. The communities of Piru and Fillmore located below the dam
were not evacuated as previously reported.

* The Presidential Disaster Declaration signed Monday afternoon, 1/17/94, provides 100
per cent funding of direct federal assistance for emergency work over the first 72 hours for
Lost Angeles County. Frank Kishton from FEMA Region IX headquarters in San Francisco
was designated the Federal Coordinating Officer.

FEDERAL RESPONSE ACTIVITES

* Acrial reconnaissance assets were tasked and have provided damage imagery and
interprctation. FEMA'S Ocugraphic Infonmation Systeun is> providing maps aud vihisl
demographics about the impacted area.

-more-



(Disaster Update - Add ONE)

* The Mobile Emergency Response Support (MERS) Detachment from FEMA Region VIII
in Denver has deployed 14 vehicles and 28 personnel to March AFB, CA.

* A Prime Power Assessment Team arrived in LA last night and is conducting emergency
power assessments for deployment of military and/or commercial generators.

* The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Emergency Operations Center is operating around the
clock, as is its South Pacific Division (San Francisco, CA), which includes the Los Angeles,
San Francisco and Sacramento Corps districts. Urban Search & Rescue-qualified Corps
structural specialists nationwide have been placed on alert, and other personnel have been
alerted for technical assistance missions.

* 22 American Red Cross shelters are open and two more will open shortly. Three
Salvation Army shelters are open. Five mobile canteens are operating with more on standby.

* The Disaster Medical Assistance Team (DMAT) from San Bemnadino is operational at
Northridge Hospital. DMATSs from San Diego, Albuquerque, Seattle, and the Public Health
Service (PHS) are scheduled to arrive today, and others from Ft. Wayne, IN, Pensacola, and
Maui are on alert if additional support is required.

* FEMA-supported Urban Search & Rescue Task Forces from Puget Sound and Phoenix are
at March AFB with other Federal assets awaiting assignments. US&R Technical Support
Team members have arrived in California, and additional Task Forces remain on alert.
California-based Task Forces continue to support County and City fire and rescue resources.

* All voluntary agencies active in the disaster area need cash contributions to best meet the
needs of disaster victims in the most timely and effective manner. Priority needs also include
blankets, diapers, and personal comfort supplies. Donated clothes are NOT needed.

The FEMA donations hotline is 1-800-342-1100.

The news media are requested to publish/broadcast the FEMA toll-free disaster
assistance teleregistration number as often as posssible: 1-800-462-9029, or 1-800-462-
7585 (TDD)

The next news media briefing at FEMA Headquarters in Washington, D.C. is scheduled
for 10 a.m. Wednesday, January 19, on the Mezzanine Level. It will be available by
satellite on the following coordinates: C Band, Galaxy 7, Transponder 5.

For media inquiries only, the Pasadena Disaster Field Office number is 818/405-7548.
Stations should call the FEMA Radio Network at 1-800-323-5248 for a series of recorded
actualities on the latest developments. These will be updated daily NLT 2:30 p.m. EST.

230-



Federal Emergency Management Agency
FAX NEWSEXPRESS
DISASTER UPDATE

Office Of Fmergency Information and Pnblic Affairs (202) 646-4600
Morrie Goodman, Director

January 18, 1993, 6 p.m. EST

A summary of information gathered today from situation reports from FEMA's Emergency
Support Team. Federal response agencies. the Disaster Field Office in Pasadena. the State
of California and local governments affected by the San Fernando Valley earthquake.

SITUATION

* Number of deaths reported: 34. Estimated number of injured: 1,825. In LA County, 5

hospitals have totally evacuated, 1 partially evacuated, and 3 others only accepting walk-in

patients; ten other hospitals are damaged but still functional. All Ventura Co. hospitals are
On emergency power.

+ Damage assessments by State and local agencies are continuing. Downed overpasses and
freeway cections have cubetantially dicmipted the highway netwaork. Rnilding collapses have
occurred in Los Angeles and Ventura Countics. Numcrous natural gas pipcline breaks were

reported; ensuing explosions and fires have finally been brought under control. Widespread
damage to water systems is reported, particularly in northern San Femando and Simi Valley
areas. Boil water orders were issued for Los Angeles City, but cancelled south of the Santa
Monica basin. It was suggested that water be boiled anywhere in the impacted area.

* Local utilities report 400,000 city and 750,000 suburban customers are without-electricity.
Much of the antage reanlted fram cirenit hreakers tripping when the qnake hit  Mast

generating stations also shut down automatically, but were quickly brought back on line.
Neighboring utilities are sending extra work crews to assist with repairs.

* California Office of Emergency Services reports the Santa Felicia Dam was inspected but
no structural problems found. The communities of Piru and Fillmore located below the dam
were not evacuated as previously reported.

* The Presidential Disaster Declaration signed Monday aftemoon, 1/17/94, provides 100
per cent funding of direct federal assistance for emergency work over the first 72 hours for
Lust Augeles County. Frauk Kishiton fivin FEMA Region IX headquarters in San Franciscu
was designated the Federal Coordinating Officer.

FEDERAL RESPONSE ACTIVITES
* Aorial roconnaissanco aosoto woro taskod and havo provided damagoe imagoery and
interpretation. FEMA's Geographic Information System is providing maps and other

demographics about the impacted area.

-more-



(Disaster Update - Add ONE)

* The Mobile Emergency Response Support (MERS) Detachment from FEMA Region VIII
in Denver has deployed 14 vehicles and 28 personnel to March AFB, CA.

* A Prime Power Assessment Team arrived in LA last night and is conducting emergency
power assessments for deployment of military and/or commercial generators.

* The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Emergency Operations Center is operating around the
clock, as is its South Pacific Division (San Francisco, CA), which includes the Los Angeles,
San Francisco and Sacramento Corps districts. Urban Search & Rescue-qualified Corps
structural specialists nationwide have been placed on alert, and other personnel have been
alerted for technical assistance missions.

* 22 American Red Cross shelters are open and two more will open shortly. Three
Salvation Army shelters are open. Five mobile canteens are operating with more on standby.

* The Disaster Medical Assistance Team (DMAT) from San Bernadino is operational at
Northridge Hospital. DMATs from San Diego, Albuquerque, Seattle, and the Public Health
Service (PHS) are scheduled to arrive today, and others from Ft. Wayne, IN, Pensacola, and
Maui are on alert if additional support is required.

* FEMA-supported Urban Search & Rescue Task Forces from Puget Sound and Phoenix are
at March AFB with other Federal assets awaiting assignments. US&R Technical Support
Team members have arrived in California, and additional Task Forces remain on alert.

" California-based Task Forces continue to support County and City fire and rescue resources.

* All voluntary agencies active in the disaster area need cash contributions to best meet the
needs of disaster victims in the most timely and effective manner. Priority needs also include
blankets, diapers, and personal comfort supplies. Donated clothes are NOT needed.

The FEMA donations hotline 1s 1-800-342-1100.

The news media are requested to publish/broadcast the FEMA toll-free dis‘aster
assistance teleregistration number as often as posssible: 1-800-462-9029, or 1-800-462-
7585 (TDD)

The next news media briefing at FEMA Headquarters in Washington, D.C. is scheduled
for 10 a.m. Wednesday, January 19, on the Mezzanine Level. It will be available by
satellite on the following coordinates: C Band, Galaxy 7, Transponder 5.

For media inquiries only, the Pasadena Disaster Field Office number is 818/405-7548.
Stations should call the FEMA Radio Network at 1-800-323-5248 for a series of recorded
actualities on the latest developments. These will be updated daily NLT 2:30 p.m. EST.

-30-



Federal Emergency Management Agency
FAX NEWSEXPRESS
DISASTER UPDATE

Office Of Emergency Information and Public Affairs (202) 646-4600
Morrie Goodman, Director

January 20, 1993, 2:00 p.m. EST

A summary of information gathered today from situation reports from FEMA's Emergency
Support Team, Federal response agencies, the Disaster Field Office in Pasadena, the State of
Cualifurnia and local gavernments affected by the Nuorthridge Eurthquuke in Suuthern
California.

SITUATION

* Numbcr of dcaths: 46. Lstimatcd numbcr of injurcd: 3,762,

*  An aftershock of 5.1 magnitude occurred at 1:09 pm PST about 20 miles west of San Fernando. It

was followed by anothcer, magnitudc 4.2, at 2:12 pm PST in the same arca.
* Governor Pete Wilson has estimated total earthquake damage to be between $15 and $30 million.

*  Approximatcly 50,000 customcrs remain without clectricity, and 20,000 without natural gas. The
AC/DC converter station at Sylmar sustained substantial damage and will require a year to repair, although
it may be able to operate at reduced capacity in about a month. This will affect electrical operations not
only in California, but also in Oregon and Washington.

* The Los Angeles Police Department remains on tactical alert and at full mobilization. The dusk-to-

dawn curfew in Los Angeles, extended yesterday to the cities of San Fernando, Santa Monica, Glendale
and Burbank, rcmains in cffcct in thesc communitics cxcept for trucks making dcliverics to the arca.

* On January 19, President Clinton added Orange and Ventura Counties to the Presidential Disaster
Declaration for Los Angeles County signed on January 17. The declaration provides 100 percent funding
for direct federal assistance costs for emergency work for the first 72 hours. The three counties are
eligible for aid to disaster victims and local governments. FEMA has announced that $100 million is
available in the form of vouchers for temporary housing assistance.

FEDERAT. RESPONSE ACTIVITES

* FEMA Director James Lee Witt remains in Los Angeles at the request of President Clinton, consulting
with HUD Secretary Cisneros and DOT Secretary Pena on housing and transportation needs. These
officials met with the President during his visit to the arca yosterday.

* FEMA is opening eleven Disaster Application Centers (DACs) today to take aid applications from

disaster victims.. Their hours are from 1pm - 7pm PST today, and from S9am - 7pm daily thereafter until
further notice.

-more-



(1/20/94 Disaster Update - Add ONE)

* 6,910 applications had been processed via FEMA's 24-hour, toll-free teleregistration number (1-800-
462-9029) through Jan. 19. Approximately 250 calls/hour are being processed. 336 lines will be
operational by Friday, Jan. 21, with 80 more on-line by Monday. Additional staff and phone lines will
be added as necessary.

* Additional MERS (Mobile Emergency Response System) detachments have been requested from
FEMA's Region VI (Denton, TX) and Region X (Bothell, WA) to provide communications services to the
DACs. Drivers are being prepositioned en route to enable the convoys to reach the disaster scene as
quickly as possible. The FEMA Mobile Air Transportable Telecommunications System (MATTS) is being
airlifted from Martinsburg, WV today by military aircraft.

* To date, 3,800 people have been sheltered at 26 American Red Cross and five Salvation Army shelters,
and the need for more shelters and staffing is being assessed. The General Services Administration (GSA)
is handling a request for 6,000 blankets for people camping outside shelters. An additional 19,000 people
are camping in their damaged homes.

* To date, 20,000 meals have been served to displaced persons from 23 Red Cross, five Salvation Army
and three Southem Baptist mobile feeding units. Today three truckloads of U.S. Department of
Agriculture food will be delivered to Van Nuys airport at the request of the Red Cross. An inter-
governmental food strategy meeting will take place at the Disaster Field Office (DFO) this afternoon.

* The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has begun distribution of bulk water supplies to ten water
distribution centers. Fourteen 5,000-gallon tanker trucks will supply one million gallons per day for seven
days to ten water distribution centers. The GSA will provide plastic water containers.

*  More than 200 USACE structural specialists, engineers and technicians are awaiting mission
assignments for disaster surveys and/or habitability inspections. One hundred of these have been placed
on a 6-hour deployment readiness status.

* Personnel assigned to the DFO continue health monitoring to prevent outbreaks of disease, focusing
on food safety and water safety issues. The Centers for Disease Control have been asked to assist the
State with disease surveillance, with emphasis on the homeless and those in temporary shelters. Staff from
FEMA Region IX are assessing what mental health services are needed.

* All voluntary agencies active in the disaster area say that cash contributions is one of the best ways to
meet the needs of disaster victims in a timely and effective manner. Priority needs also include blankets,

diapers, and personal comfort supplies. Donated clothes are NOT needed. The FEMA donations hotline
is 1-800-342-1100.

The news media are requested to publish/broadcast the FEMA ftoll-free disaster assistance
teleregistration number as often as posssible: 1-800-462-9029, or 1-800-462-7585 (TDD)

The next news media briefing at FEMA Headquarters in Washington, D.C. is scheduled for 10 a.m.
Friday, January 20, on the Mezzanine Level. It will be available by satellite on the following
coordinates: C Band, Galaxy 7, Transponder 3.

For media inquiries only, Public Affairs staff are available at the Pasadena Disaster Field Office to
help media. Their number is 818-405-7548.

Stations should call the FEMA Radio Network at 1-800-323-5248 for a series of recorded actualities
on the latest developments. These will be updated daily NLT 2:30 p.m. EST.
-30-
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Office Of Emergency Information and Public Affairs (202) 646-4600
Morrie Goodman, Director

Media Advisory: Do not publish or broadcast

Media Inquiries: 818-405-7548

FEMA DIRECTOR WITT, SECRETARIES CISNEROS AND PENA TOUR DISASTER
APPLICATION CENTER TODAY, WILL BE AVAILABLE TO NEWS MEDIA

James Lee Witt, director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
joined by Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Henry Cisneros and Secretary of
Transportation Federico Pena, will be available to the press and broadcast media at 1:30 p.m.
PST Thursday, January 20, at the Northridge/Granada Hills Disaster Application Center,
located at 8401 Winnetka Avenne, Northridge, CA.

Issues to be discussed include immediate needs of earthquake victims; the disaster

application process, the HUD voucher program; temporary housing; the Emergency Food and
Shelter Program; and long-term recovery programs that will be available.
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joined by Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Henry Cisneros and Secretary of
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PST Thireday, Tannary 20, at the Northridge/Granada Hillc Dicacter Application Center,
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January 26, 1994

TO: Kathi way
: D°:§Stic Policy, The White House
FROM: Richard W. Krimm |

Associate Director _
Response and Recovery Directorate, FEMA

I am disappointed that I will not be able to attend the Steering
Committee Meeting this morning due to my involvement in the -
Northridge earthquake response and recovery effort. Maria Vorel
from our Congressional Relations Office will be attending.

Transmitted by: Linda



Federal Emergency Management Agency
Fax NewsExpress

DISASTER UPDATE

Office of Emergency Information and Public Affairs (202) 646-4600
Morrie Goodman, Director

January 25, 1994 5:00 p.m. EST

A summary of information gathered today from situation reports from FEMA's Emergency Support Team,

Federal response agencies, the Disaster Field Office in Pasadena, the State of California and local
governmcnts affccted by the Northridge Larthquake in Southern Californias

SITUATION

* More than 2,500 aftershocks have been recorded. Experts say they are following a normal pattem for
California earthquakes. One or two more aftershocks of magnitude 4.5 or greater are expected in the next week.

* Casualty flgures remain the same: 57 confirmed dead; 9,158 injured, with 1,241 hospitalized.
* Inclement weather has spurred efforts to move earthquake victims into shelters or temporary housing.

* The detailed damage assessment is scheduled for completion by January 27. Three Damage Survey Report
teams are inspecting damaged school buildings, and two are inspecting damaged hospitals. Latest figures show
36,577 residences were damaged or destroyed.

* LA Unified School District officials announced that 759 schools would open today. 76 will remain closed,
approximately 50 of them because of damage to utilities.

FEDERAL RESPONSE ACTIVITES

* Briefings to provide local governments with information on the scope of Federal assistance programs and
the application proccas arc acheduled over the next three days from 10am-lpm at the following locations:
Pasadena Civic Auditorium (Jan. 26); Culver City Civic Auditorium (Jan. 27), Simi Valley City Council
Chambers (Jan. 28).

* Fifteen Disaster Application Centers (DACs) are now open. A total of 17,649 applications for disaster
assistance have been processed to date.

* An additional teleregisration facility at FEMA Headquarters opened yesterday, operating from 10am-
10pm. The 1-800-462-9029 teleregistration number (TDD: 1-800-462-7585) automatically accesses a total of
eight centers staffed by 1,371 teleregistrars. To date, a total of 51,304 applications have been taken hy phone.

* Today registrars will be sent to five parks where the National Guard has set up tents for displaced persons
to begin taking applications for disaster assistance,

* Secretary of Transportation Federico Pena met with the Mayors of all 15 affected cities to develop
ctrategies to ascist traneportation recnvery efforte He flew hy helicapter aver the freeways ta inspact dehric
removal progress and observed the new temporary commuter train platforms set up for use during rush hours.
The Secretary also participated in radio and TV talk shows to encourage commuters to use car pools, mass
transit and ride sharing, and he urged employers to consider alternate or flex work schedules to ease the traffic
situation.

-more-



(1/25/94 Disaster Update - Add ONE)

* FEMA's Recovery Channel, a 24-hour satellite TV information service from the Disaster Field Office in
Pasadena, is providing continuous, current information about response and recovery activities, including sources
of assistance and consumer information. The Recovery Channel can be received by cable systems and
commercial stations in Southem California as well as at the DACs and various shelter locations, and arrangments
are underway to broadcast the Recovery Channel on other U.S. public access TV channels.

* Activity at the Federal Mobilization Center at March AFB continues at a high level. An Incident
Management Team (IMT) is helping to manage the Center, which was set up to receive and distribute supplies.
Family care packages (tent, stove, fire extinguisher and flashlight) have been assembled and loaded onto trucks
awaiting distribution instructions.

* Another IMT is working directly for FEMA. It has been split into small teams that are assessing needs at
the six temporary emergency shelter parks and reporting their findings to the Disaster Field Office twice daily.

* American Red Cross paid and volunteer staff currently on duty in the disaster area number 2,299. Red
Cross mobile feeding units have served 162,510 meals to date. Red Cross warehouses in Atlanta and San
Antonio recently shipped 5,800 cots and 21,000 blarkets to augment Red Cross shelter needs.

* FEMA's Disaster Medical Assistance Teams (DMATs) have begun providing services on a 24-hour basis.
Veterans Administration nurses are being deployed today to support FEMA at selected DACs. Affected health
centers in the impacted area are slowly becoming operational, however, and the demand for direct medical care
is expected to slowly diminish.

* An Environmental Protection Agency representative at the Disaster Field Office is determining whether the
debris disposal efforts will require EPA help in identifying disposal sites and whether there are any hazardous
materials separation issues that need EPA assistance.

* All voluntary agencles active in the disaster area say that a cash contribution is one of the best ways to
meet the needs of disaster victims in a timely and effective manner. Priority needs also include blankets,
diapers, and personal comfort supplies. Donated clothes are NOT needed. Approximately 2,000 offers of
donations have been accepted to date. The FEMA donations hotline is 1-800-342-1100.

The news media are requested to publish/broadcast the FEMA toll-free disaster assistance teleregistration
number as often as posssible: 1-800-462-9029, or 1-800-462-7585 (TDD)

For media inquiries only, Public Affairs staff are available at the Pasadena Disaster Field Office to help
media. Their number is 818-405-7548.

Stations should call the FEMA Radio Network at 1-800-323-5248 for a series of recorded actualities on the
latest developments. These will be updated daily NLT 3:30 p.m. EST.

Regular TV news briefings on the "Recovery Channel” will be uplinked at 10am PST. Live disaster recovery
information will be provided from Ipm to 10pm PST daily. During other hours, a crawl will provide essential
information. Satellites are Ku Band, SBS 5, Transponder 4, 3.840 Horizontal; and C Band, Galaxy 6,
Transponder 7, 11.872 Horizontal.
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Office of Emergency Information and Public Affairs (202) 646-4600
Morrie Goodman, Director

January 25, 1994 5:00 p.m. EST

A summary of information gathered today from situation reports from FEMA's Emergency Support Team,
Federal response agencies, the Disaster Field Office in Pasadena, the State of California and local
governments affected by the Northridge Earthquake in Southern California:

SITUATION

* More than 2,500 aftershocks have been recorded. Experts say they are following a nomal pattern for
California earthquakes. One or two more aftershocks of magnitude 4.5 or greater are expected in the next week.

* Casualty figures remain the same: 57 confirmed dead; 9,158 injured, with 1,241 hospitalized.
* Inclement weather has spurred efforts to move earthquake victims into shelters or temporary housing.

* The detailed damage assessment is scheduled for completion by January 27. Three Damage Survey Report
teams are inspecting damaged school buildings, and two are inspecting damaged hospitals. Latest figures show
36,577 residences were damaged or destroyed.

* LA Unified School District officials announced that 759 schools would open today. 76 will remain closed,
approximately U of them because of damage to utilities.

FEDERAL RESPONSE ACTIVITES

* Briefings fo provide local governments with information on the scope of Federal assistance programs and
the application process are scheduled over the next three days from 10am-lpm at the following locations:

Pasadena Civic Auditorium (Jan. 26), Culver City Civic Auditorium (Jan. 27), Sim1 Valley City Council
Chambers (Jan. 28).

* TFifteen Dieacter Applicatinn Centers (NACQ) are now npen A tntal Af 17 A4Q applicatinne far dicacter
assistance have been processed to date.

* An additlonal teleregisration facility at FEMA Headquarters opened yesterday, operating from 10am-
10pm. The 1-800-462-9029 teleregistration number (TDD: 1-800-462-7585) automatically accesses a total of
eight centers staffed by 1,371 teleregistrars. To date, a total of 51,304 applications have been taken by phone.

* Today registrars will be sent to flve parks where the National Guard has set up tents for displaced persons
to begin taking applications for disaster assistance.

* Secretary of Transportation Federico Pena met with the Mayors of all 15 affected cities to develop
strategiac to acaict tranepartation recovery effarts . He flaw by halicapter aver the freeways tn inspect dehris

ictuval prugiess and vbscived the new lampuiary vuimnuter bain platfuiins set up fur use Jdwing 1ush huwes.,
The Secretary also participated in radio and TV talk shows to encourage commuters to use car pools, mass
transit and ride sharing, and he urged employers to consider alternate or flex work schedules to ease the traffic
situation.
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(1/25/94 Disaster Update - Add ONE)

* FEMA's Recovery Channel, a 24-hour satellite TV information service from the Disaster Field Office in
Pasadena, is providing continuous, current information about response and recovery activities, including sources
of assistance and consumer information. The Recovery Channel can be received by cable systems and
commercial stations in Southem California as well as at the DACs and various shelter locations, and arrangments
are underway to broadcast the Recovery Channel on other U.S. public access TV channels.

* Activity at the Federal Mobilization Center at March AFB continues at a high level. An Incident
Management Team (IMT) is helping to manage the Center, which was set up to receive and distribute supplies.
Family care packages (tent, stove, fire extinguisher and flashlight) have been assembled and loaded onto trucks
awaiting distribution instructions.

* Another IMT is working directly for FEMA. It has been split into small teams that are assessing needs at
the six temporary emergency shelter parks and reporting their findings to the Disaster Field Office twice daily.

* American Red Cross paid and volunteer staff currently on duty in the disaster area number 2,299. Red
Cross mobile feeding units have served 162,510 meals to date. Red Cross warehouses in Atlanta and San
Antonio recently shipped 5.800 cots and 21.000 blankets to augment Red Cross shelter needs.

* FEMA's Disaster Medical Assistance Teams (DMATS) have begun providing services on a 24-hour basis.
Veterans Administration nurses are being deployed today to support FEMA at selected DACs. Affected health
centers in the impacted area are slowly becoming operational, however, and the demand for direct medical care
is expected to slowly diminish.

* An Environmental Protection Agency representative at the Disaster Field Office is determining whether the
debrnis disposal ettorts will require EPA help 1n 1dentitying disposal sites and whether there are any hazardous
materials separation issues that need EPA assistance.

* All voluntary agencies active in the disaster area say that a cash contribution is one of the best ways to
meet the needs of disaster victims in a timely and effective manner. Priority needs also include blankets,
diapors, and porsonal comfort supplics. Donatod clotlhos are NOT nocodoed. Appromimatoly 2,000 offors of
donations have been accepted to date. The FEMA donations hotline is 1-800-342-1100.

The news media are requested to publish/broadcast the FEMA toll-free disaster assistance teleregistration
number as often as posssible: 1-800-462-9029, or 1-800-462-7585 (TDD)

For media inquiries only, Public Affairs staff are available at the Pasadena Disaster Field Office to help
media. Their number is 818-405-7548

Stations should call the FEMA Radio Network at 1-800-323-5248 for a series of recorded actualities on the
latest developments. These will be updated daily NLT 3:30 p.m. EST.

Regular TV news briefings on the "Recovery Channel" will be uplinked at 10am PST. Live disaster recovery
information will be provided from Ipm to 10pm PST daily. During other hours, a crawl will provide essential
information. Satellites are Ku Band, SBS 5, Transponder 4, 3.840 Horizontal; and C Band, Galaxy 6,
Transponder 7, 11.872 Horizontal.
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ST.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

PULITZER PUBLISHING COMPANY
WASHINGTON BUREAU

January 18, 1994

Ms. Kathi Way
Office of Domestic Policy
Old Executive Office Building

Dear Ms. Way:

Enclosed please find a copy of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch's special section on a hydraulic
engineer's report about the configuration of levees along the Mississippi River near St. Louis.
I hope you find it useful during the administration's discussions on river management and

floodplain management issues.

Thanks again for all your help over the last few months.

Sincerely,

\ Gl 2o

Robert L. Koenig
Washington Correspondent

1701 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, NW, SUITE 550 « WASHINGTON, DC 20006 * TELEPHONE (202) 298-6880
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* Volunteered Information

In early January, Scott appeared

for sentencing.before 8 judge }n
rofa

1iL, after pleading
Qstfall-wﬁme burglary in Quincy on
Aug. 12, He reached into 8 pickup

‘truck parked at a grocery store and
took about 5100 worth of clothes

from the vehicle. .- .

At his Sentencing, police said Scott

began* volunteering information
about the levee' when hc was ar-
rested for the theft, and most of the
sentencing .hearing dealt with the
flood rather than the burglary.

In giving Scott 10 years for the
theft, Circuit Judge Dennls Cashman
«3id of Scott: “With his bare hands,
he perhaps removed a few sandbags,
but tore apart the lives of hundreds,
perhaps thousands of people. ...

* You have been a danger to everyone
around here far fartoo long.™

FLOOD .SCNE- S

s Mississippt River levee ruptured.

Motley says the judge and prose-
cutor gmi?bis. both elected offi-

standings in the public eye..

The prosecutor, Séott Walden, dis-
lsm£ He said the accusations
about the leves werd to make

* gure thet Scokx received 8 stifl sen-

tence for the burglary. “We wanted
to rhake sure he got the 10" year sen-
tence, Walden said.

After his sentencing, Scott was ex-
tradited’ to Missouri to face the
charge of causing a catastrophe,
which Missouri aw defines as know-
ingly ‘causing an explosion, fire,
fiood or bullding collapse, or releas-
ing poison, radicactive material, bac-
teria, virus or “cther dangerous and
difflcult to confine force or sub-
Mm.'l. - .

3.

R - .. ' T
A WIDE AREA ground West Qﬂnﬁ', Mo., was flooded last summer when {

The floods in Missouri brought one
other charge of causing a catastro-
bhe, It was filed against: Timothy

.84, who is accused of hit-
ting alevee with his 920-foot boat and
hestening the flooding at West

Alon,Mo. e 2R,

*% Pan) D'Agrosi, Steirimani's Jaw-
yer, says he thinks his client ran into
the levee by accident whilegrying 1o

~avold anather boat. “The tatastro-
phe was caused by, God, not Stein-

. gnn,” D'Agrosa said. Stgmxrlarm is

t freeon$50,000bond. MR 3.k € o

TR REGISTER




Tuey’o Like Yo Sce Him Hune'

ThechargeAldmg |

-
1ATe
A}

.I=ame§ R Scuﬂ: {s accused of
intentionally breaching a
Mississippl River levee.

in Missouri‘that wasn't battered by
the great floodsof1083. -

Seott is accused of & crime of enor-
aous dimensions’ — unleashing a
ficod that broke. hearts, wrecked
farms and destroyed homes and
businesses. His lawyer, Thomas
Motley, says it will take some rloig(g1
to find jorors inthe flood-ravi
state who could give Scott 2 fair

- “Primarily the flood is our oppo
nent,”” Motley said, adding that try-
ing Scott in Msrion County, where
the crime is alleged to have oceurred,
{s out of the question. “I'm sure
‘they'd lke to see him hurf from the
,highest rafters,” Motley said.
“That's not 10 83y he's guilty, but a
lot of people worked hard to save
that levee.” '

Marion County authoritics allege
that on the evening of July 16, Seott,
who lives across the river near Quin-
cy, IIL., caused a break in a Mississip-
pl River levee, allowing the river fo

.smash inte West Quincy and inun-
date about 14,000 scres of fertile
bottomtands on ¢heMissouri side of
. As thdyiver wa$ roaring into the
m@(lq;\g strip of busiriesses that
makes up the better part of West
Quincy, Scott was telling 8 television
reporter that he had made s valiant
effort to save the levee. At times he
seemed choked by his emations.

] seen a hole," he said. “I trled
throwing sandbags and it didn't
work.”

But some of the things Scatt said
during the brief interview didn't add
up to local law-enforcement offi-
clals, and Scott, a known arsonist,
made himself an immediate suspect
in the levee's destruction.

etting the flood

The 23-year-old Scott is now being
held in a Missouri jail, unable to post
a $1 million’ bond. He is charged

| under 2. rarely
.- | used state law
sgalnst ‘‘causing
et | a catastrophe,”

Fh which carries &
maximum penal-
ty of life in pris-

Lawyer ' - s proceeding in Tli-

—_— i nol5, '8 police de-

tective said Scott had admitted re-
moving @ few sandbags from 2 ge-
preasion in the levee. Another detec-
tive said he had been tald that Scott
didn't want his wife tobe able to get
back scross the Mississippl from her
job at-a truck stop on the Missouri
sideoftheriver,

The flood Scott s accused of caus-
ing devastated 8 section of US. High-
way 24 leading to the two bridges
across the Missiselppi thet link Quin-
cy and West Quincy. With the Quin-
cy bridges useless and other bridges
shut by the flood, there was no river

{n the 200-mile stretch from
Buriington, a., to§t. Louls.
Besides all of the other damage the

- flood" caused, including displacing

150 people whose homes were dev-

_ astated, the torrent toppled fuel-

storage tanks about one-quarter ofa
mile from the levee rupture. The

fuél caught fire, resulting in
a epectacular blaze atop the fast-

moving waters.

To the people in West Quincy who
fought for two weeks to save the
levee, only to see the Mississippl
wipe out their cormunity, Scottisa
pariahi 4 . .

Law enforcement officisls have
said enough about what they belleve
was Scott's role in the levee break to
convinee many people of his involve-
ment. : o

- 1 think everybedy Is in disbelief -

that somebody could do something

that stupid,” said Raiph Martin, who.

manages the service station wherc
the fuel fire began. “At the same
time, I'm thinking, what could you
possibly do to him to make up for
what he d1d to somanv peonle?”

el Ve K. egisfes Stprtl 24y V917, 80, /7 G4 (%00 (e

J

Martin added, “T think everybody -
would like to see him turned loose
and let everybody know when."

" 1 Mdrtin sald thousands of people,

including volunteers who ‘drove
from ‘Indiana and Ohlo, worked for

- mote than two weeks to’save the

leves Scott Is sccused of sibothging.

" At the time of the breach,'the river
_had-fallen slightly from itsTilghést
level; and the section’of the'iévee

that broke was thought to'bé‘sécure’

’ bjlé&'& district ofﬁcla'l.s, Y

L} 'l'm';l':

— e &

When the levee ruptured, thou-
sands of peaple accustored to 2
corumute of 2 few fninutes across the
river bridges faced trips that took

hours. The bridges at Quincy were

" closed for more than two months.

~ Even today, the 5-mile-wide flgod-
plain on the Missouri side of the riv-
er looks like 8 mud-caked war Zone.
Some businesses have rebullt and re-
opehed, but some never will -=:in-

 cluding 8 truck-bed tnanufactyring

plant that employed more than:300
workers. Most of the hougkgiand
teatiers hit by the fiood were dar-
aged beyond redemption, and their
occupants have had tomove on-
C.G. McPike, whose pawn shop
was-wrecked by thé:flood;still is
working to get back [nto. business.
ke says atitudes toward Scott
arg harsh, “They'd like to'hang him
—' not hang him, drown -him,"
McPike sald. Ly
Finding a Site for Trial...;"..
Motley, Scott's lawyer, S8ys he is
sure he doesn't want Nis cllent tried
in any county along the Mlssour] or
Mississipp! rivers, both of -which
caused enormous destruction last
summer. Even in many rcpunties
awagrom the two great rivers;1
creeks snd rivers flooded. -, . .
~ Motley says he has obtainediffor-
mation from federal suthorities Indi-
catlng that about two dozen .of Mis-
sourl's 114 countles were-spared 8.

3 bl =
T pser

disaster declaration. But state:offl-
cialg.B3y every county.but one.—
Dunklin in extreme southeast,Mis-
souri — experienced serious. {lood:
Ing at somc point in 1093. - i
otley said he will Just-have 1d.do
the best he can in finding 8
fair-minded jury. “We can't take it
out of Missouri,” he said. “Welre go-
ing to have (o find some place In Mis-
sourf to try it.” T
Although Motley says the West
Quincy levee may have broken re-
gardless of what Scott did or'didn't
do, a judge in Illinols glready:has
come close to pronouncing a. guilty
verdict against Scott, 2 part-time
Burger King worker with & long re-
cotd of arson accusations and con-
victions. B
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CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER

avors seek federal aid

to

ROY 8. GUTTERMAN,
HN C. KUEHNER
and RONALD RUTTL

#
PUAIN DEALER REPORTERS

Officlals in areas flooded by
the Rocky and Chagrin rivers are
hoping for some protection
against a recurrence.

Eastlake Mayor Dsn DiL-
iberto, enlisting the help of Rep.

“Eric D. Fingerhut, D-19, plans to

use last week’s flood to Ulustrate
the im ce of fi assist-
gnce in dredging rivers, even
those that get little commercial
boat traffic.

The Army Corps of Engineers
ignores non-industrial, or “recre-
ational” rivers such as the Cha-
grin, and Vermilion, Fin-
gethut sald  yesterdsy after
touring some of Eastlake's hard-
est-hit neighborhoods.

“The Army Corps has not

economic impact,”
said. “This is an examplé of a
problem we've had ong the
eastern shore of Lake Erie"

Lake County commissioners
on Friday declared
emergency in Fastlake, qualify-
ing the city for state disaster ai

Lakewood and Rocky River of-
ficials also hope tosetup a meet-
ing with the Coast Guard and
Corps of Engineers soon.

“We will be trylng for a meet-
ing in the next couple of days,"

ewood r David Har-

barger sald. “We've gat to Jook at
it to see if there is anything we
can do. I don't know that there
are any answers.”

a state of

Representatives of 8 federal
disaster services agency are ex:
pected o tour flood-damaged
areas of Lakewood and Rocky
River today-to determine if the
area is eligible for ald.

The visit by officials of the

¥e Emergen Manage-
ing ar-

ranged by the ga Caunty

Emergency ement.office.

E%‘,& officlals elso arc-ex-
pected to taur the eastern shore,
though no date is set.

Fingerhut sald the corps’ cost
benefit analysis of non-commer-
clal rivers ignores the economle
fmpact of recreational industries
such as marinas, boating, houscs
and other riverside businesses.
The cost analysis also ignores
fiood damage.

“The recreational boat indus-
try is one of the most significant
economies In the area,” he said.
“We've been trying to get the
Army Corps to recognize this.”

. The Eastlake Port Authorily

annually dredges the river to re-
move silt.

A proper dredgin could cost
more than $100,000, Diliberto
said. But sparse city {unds force
Eafﬂake to spend — and dredge
~less.

That is why DiLiberto and Fin-" Mayor John J.

gerhut want the federal govcr:; ) exf::gg{}geg?g‘zgé‘;;f water

ment to help citles such
Eastlake.

The Corps of Engineers
dredges the Cuyahoga and
Grand rivers,

Residents on both sides of the

. v Cpee s,
. _‘_;___,___..-'..ﬁ_..n—_n---blﬂ'

FER 1 1904

Rocky River have retuned to
their homes as colder weather
threat of flooding. In
many cases, residents met with
insurance adjusters.

Rocky River rubbish trucks
patrolled the ares,
what residents consi ered unsal-
vageable. City inspectors ,also
were handy ln case people de-
cided to replace hot-water tanks
and other appliances.

A lot of the cleanup work in
Lakewood remains to be done.
Harbarge
ers must

eased the

sald.

Preliminary estimates. of prop-
erly damage in Eastlake set it at
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MEDIA ADVISORY

FEDERAL/ STATE/LOCAL
COORDINATING OFFICE
Fax NewsExpress
150 East Colorado Boulevard Pasadena, CA 91101
OES FEMA-DR-1008-CA-PR#116
CALIFORNIA January 31, 1994
California ojr.:. of Media Contacts: FEMA: (818) 405-7548
Emergency Services OES: (818) 405-7408

NEWS BRIEFING
WHEN: Tuesday, February 1, 10:00 a.m.

WHERE: Disaster Field Office
245 S. Los Robles
Pasadena, CA 91101

PARTICIPANTS: -
Richard Andrews, Ph.D., Director
Governor's Office of Emergency Services (OES)

James Lee Witt, Director
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Joe Shuldiner
Assistant Secretary for Public and Indian Housing
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

Bill Ludwig, Administrator
United States Department of Agriculture
Food and Nutrition Services (USDA F&NS)

Tim Coyle, Director
California Department of Housing and
Community Development

ISSUES: « Housing issues
: * Emergency food stamp program
« Earthquake concerns of the day
* Question & answer session
* One-on-one interviews
TV STATIONS:
The briefings will be made available live on the following satellites:
KU Band SBS-S, Transponder 4; C-Band Galaxy 6, Transponder 7.
-end-



Voluntary Agencies Praised
Add One

This includes hot meals, flashlights, new clothes, personal care kits, diapers, and cleaning
supplies. In addition, 13,835 earthquake survivors have been sheltered at Salvation
Army facilities and managed park sites throughout the area.

Disaster assistance provided by other voluntary organizations ranges from building and
repair offered by the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee, to pastoral care and
training supplied by the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), to the
medical triage team offered by the Seventh Day Adventist Community Services, to the
six feeding units maintained by the Southern Baptist Convention.

Other volunteer groups active in earthquake relief activities in Southern California
include the following:

» Ananda Marga Universal Relief Team (AMURT)
* Catholic Charities, USA

* Christian Disaster Relief

* Church of the Brethren

* Church World Services

* Cooperative Disaster Child Care

* El Rescate

* Friends of Disaster Service

* Heal the World

* Jewish Federation Council of Greater LA

* Los Angeles Emergency Food and Shelter Program, Local Board
* Los Angeles Multi-Purpose Program

+ Mennonite Disaster Services

* Points of Light Foundation

* Presbyterian Church (USA)

« St. Vincent DePaul Society

* Second Harvest

* Shelter Partnership

« Southern California Ecumenical Council

« Southern California Interfaith Hunger Coalition
% Starting Over

* United Way of Los Angeles

* West Angeles Community Development Corporation
* World Vision

Persons with immediate needs may access these services through the American Red
Cross hotline, 213-739-4543. For more information, California residents may call the

FEMA disaster information hotline at 1-800-525-0321.

-end-



NEWS RELEASE
FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL
COORDINATING OFFICE

Fax NewsExpress

150 East Colorado Boulevard Pasadena, CA 91101
OES FEMA-DR-1008-CA-PR#115
CALIFORNIA January 31, 1994
Califsrnia Office of Media Contacts: FEMA: (818) 405-7548
Emergency Services OES: (818) 405'7408

VOLUNTARY AGENCIES PRAISED: EARTHQUAKE HELP STILL AVAILABLE

Approximately 30 voluntary organizations are currently providing disaster relief
activities to survivors of the Northridge earthquake that struck Southern California in
the early morning hours of January 17.

vAll assistance provided by voluntary agencies in the nitial response to the earthquake is
an outright gift to individual and family survivors,” said Federal Coordinating Officer
Frank Kishton, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), praising the

efforts of these groups.

Director Richard Andrews, Governor's Office of Emergency Services (OES) added,
“"While the public is aware of the vital role the American Red Cross and other agencies
- play in providing emergency assistance during a disaster, people often don't realize that
these organizations continue to help long after the emergency phase has passed.”

The Southern California Chapter of the National Voluntary Organizations Active in
Disaster (NVOAD) is holding weekly voluntary agency coordination meetings. NVOAD
consists of 20 voluntary organizations which provide persons affected by disaster with
shelter, food, clothing and other programs that offer the extra assistance often not found
through any other source.

The American Red Cross is currently dispensing emergency food, clothing, health, and
medical aid for earthquake victims at 17 service centers and 29 shelters throughout the
disaster area. They have provided recovery assistance to more than 7,100 families,
health services to 2,265 people, and crisis counseling to 8,455. Since the relief operation
began, they have served more than 640,000 meals, and 114 Red Cross mobile feeding
vehicles have distributed snacks and drinks to emergency workers and those affected by
the quake.

Salvation Army officers and cadets have contributed more than 61,105 volunteer hours
to earthquake relief efforts and have provided 741,650 instances of service to individuals.

--more--



NEWS RELEASE
FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL
COORDINATING OFFICE

Fax NewsExpress

150 East Colorade Boulevard - Pasadena, CA 91101
OES FEMA-DR-1008-CA-PR#114
CALIFORNIA January 31, 1994
Califernia Office of Media Contacts: FEMA: (818) 405-7548
Emergency Services OES: (818) 405-7408

ATTENTION EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS: HOUSING REFERRALS AVAILABLE
IAND ATTENTION LANDLORDS: AVAILABLE HOUSING WANTED

A free, housing referral service is available to disaster victims
through the Earthquake Relief Project of the Metropolitan Housing
Bank, a nonprofit organization created following the Northridge
earthquake. The magnitude 6.6 quake on January 17 damaged or
destroyed the dwellings of thousands of Southern Californians.

Landlords and property owners with housing vacancies in the
Metropolitan Los Angeles area, including the counties of Los
Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and Ventura are
requested to contact the housing bank to place their properties

on a master list that is provided to disaster relief agencies.
The listing service is also free of charge.

“"We are interested in all kinds of residential properties,
including houses, apartments, trailers, and mobile homes," said
Mickey Fox, project co-coordinator.

The housing bank is totally staffed by volunteers. Persons
interested in volunteering their services are invited to sign up.

Earthquake disaster victims, landlords, and property owners as
well as potential volunteers may contact:

‘Metropolitan Housing Bank
. Earthquake Relief Project
536 W. Arrow Highway, Suite 208
(southwest corner of Hollenbeck and Arrow)
Covina, CA 91722
Toll free: 1-800-705-2392
--end--



Daily News Summary
Add One

TWO ADDITIONAL DISASTER APPLICATIO. | CENTERS OPEN

Two additional Disaster Application Centers (DACs) opened today

(January 31) to serve earthquake disaster victims. The new facilities are located in tents
at 18000 Chatsworth, Northridge and at William S. Hart Park (the Train Station), 24151
N. Newhall Ave., Newhall. This brings to 20 the number of DACs operating. They are
open daily from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. In addition, 14 mobile DACs continue to serve 30
locations.

Mass Care:  Three of five temporary emergency park shelters are closed. Only 415
people are sheltered in the park refuges, which are being managed by the Salvation
Army on behalf of the state and local government. The American Red Cross is providing
meals at the temporary refuges. Twenty-nine Red Cross shelters remain open with

a population of 4,558. Total occupancy for both the park refuges and the Red Cross
shelters continues to decline.

Food: Five individuals involved in food stamp fraud have been arrested, according to
Bill Ludwig, Food and Nutrition Service administrator for the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture.
Emergency Food Stamp Program sites re-open today (Jan. 31) at 16 locations after
being closed Sunday.

Transportation:  Caltrans reports that the number one lane on Westbound 134
Freeway at the 101 Freeway interchange is closed. Caltrans hopes to have the lane open
by the Monday, January 31, evening commute.

Public Works and Engineering: All potable water systems are back in operation in
Los Angeles city, though several individual residents are still without potable water.
Approximately 15,000 Department of Water and Power customers in Granada Hills
remain under the "boil water" order. The Army Corps of Engineers reinspected their
dams in the area after the January 29 aftershock. No damage was noted.

--end--
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NEWS RELEASE

Fax NewsExpress

FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL
COORDINATING OFFICE

150 East Colorado Boulevard Pasadena, CA 91101
OES FEMA-DR-1008-CA-PR#113
CALIFORNIA January 31, 1994
California Office of Media Contacts: FEMA: (818) 405-7548
Emergency Services OES: (818) 405-7408

Daily News Summary

SUMMARY OF FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL GOVERNMENT
DISASTER RESPONSE AND RECOVERY OPERATIONS

Calls to state-federal disaster information hotline: 61,294

Registrations for state-federal assistance:
At Disaster Application Center 62,680

Via toll-free registration 153,218
Total 215,898
Temporary housing checks issued 16,000
Total value of checks issued $59,600,451
Small Business Administration
Loans approved 5§50
Total value of SBA loans $16,779,800

kAKX

NOTE TO MEDIA

Earthquake daily news briefings continue to be conducted at the FEMA/State Disaster
Field Office at 245 S. Robles Ave., Pasadena. Discussing disaster concerns, status
reports, and answering questions at the 10 a.m. session are FEMA Director James Lee
Witt and Director Richard Andrews, of the Governor's Office of Emergency

Services. Call (818) 405-7548 for further details.

--more--



MEDIA ADVISORY
FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL
COORDINATING OFFICE

Fax NewsExpress

150 East Colorado Boulevard Pasadena, CA 91101
OES FEMA-DR-1008-CA-PR#112
CALIFORNIA January 31, 1994
Califarnia Office of Media Contacts: FEMA: (818) 405-7548
Emergency Services OES: (818) 405-7408

NEWS BRIEFING
WHEN/WHERE: Monday, January 31

1:00 pm. NORTHRIDGE DAC
Coast Federal Bank Building
18000 Chatsworth Street
Northridge

3:45 pm. NEWHALL DAC
William S. Hart Park
(the train station)
24151 N. Newhall Avenue

Newhall
WHO: Dr. Richard Andrews, Director
Governor's Office of Emergency Services
PURPOSE: To assess disaster operations at the new
DAGC:s.

TV STATIONS: The briefings will be made available by
satellite at the following coordinates: KU
Band SBS-5, Transponder 4; C-Band Galaxy 6,
Transponder 7.

-end-



NEWS RELEASE

FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL
COORDINATING OFFICE
Fax NewsExpress
150 East Colorado Boulevard Pasadena, CA 91101
OES FEMA-DR—IOBS-CA-PR#IOSS
CALIFORNIA 3* de enero de 1994

*

Califarnia Office of
Emergency Services CONTACTO DE PRENSA: FEMA: (818) 405-7455
OES: (818) 405-7408

PERSONAS CITADAS EN EL CENTRO DE SOLICITUD PARA ASISTENCIA
POR DESASTRE DE NORTHRIDGE/GRANADA

PUEDEN ACUDIR A LOS CENTROS ANTES DE LA CITA

PASADENA ~ Cualquier persona que tenga una cita para solicitar
asistencia, local estatal y federal, en el Centro de Solicitud para
Asistencia por Desastre de Northridge/Granada Hills, ya no tiene
que esperar hasta el dia de la cita. Estas personas pueden acudir
a los "Centros" antes del dia de la cita. '

El "Centro" de Northridge/Granada Hills se encuentra en:
Winnetka Recreation Center
8401 Winnetka Avenue
Northridge, CA 91306

El segundo Centro de Solicitud para Asistencia por Desastre se
encuentra en:

Coast Federal Bank Building
18000 Chatsworth
Northridge, CA 91325

El horario diario de los "Centros" es de 9 am.a 7 p.m.

—fin--



VA psychologists and social workers with expertise in treating post-traumatic stress
disorder

also are staffing an information and crisis center in West Los Angeles.

VA also has implemented a number of measures to provide relief or

protection to VA, benefit recipients, GI homeowners and insured veterans

affected by the earthquake.

CONTACT: Department of Veterans Affairs, Office of Public Affairs,
202-535-8300



VA SEEKS FUNDS FOR EARTHQUAKE RELIEF,
CONTINUES COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE

WASHINGTON, Jan. 31 /PRNewswire/ — The Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) is seeking supplemental funding to cope with the
devastating effects of the recent earthquake in Southern California.

In a briefing today before the House Committee on Appropriations, VA
Deputy Secretary Hershel Gober said: "Secretary Brown and I are
extremely proud of our employees who did a superb job of safely
evacuating patients, while risking their own lives. In the aftermath of
the earthquake, we are working to return to normalcy and continue to
provide medical care and other services to veterans affected by the
quake," Gober added.

VA is requesting a fiscal year 1994 supplemental of $21 million and
will use $7 million in unobligated funds available from the Dire
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act of 1992. These funds will
cover the continued provision of medical care services, as well as the
services being provided by veterans benefits counselors and
psychologists at FEMA disaster assistance centers who are responding to
veterans’ concerns. Funds also will permit VA staff to assess the
damage of VA-guaranteed homes and to provide vocational rehabilitation
subsistence loans to eligible veterans.

VA Secretary Jesse Brown had visited Southern California within days
of the earthquake to assess personally the damage to VA facilities. A
VA team of construction experts also visited the area and determined
that not only did the Sepulveda hospital sustain extensive damage, the
mechanical penthouse of the maln hospital building at the west Los
Angeles VA Medical Center also was damaged. In addition, repairs will
be required at the Los Angeles Outpatient Clinic for water damage. VA
requirements beyond the $28 million will be considered for funding from
the $400 million contingency amount included in the administration’s
request.

The department currently is playing a vital role in providing
assistance to the communities most affected by the earthquake. Two VA
mobile health clinics deployed to Southern California by Brown are
treating an average of 60 non-veteran patients per day. VA medical
personnel are located at each of FEMA’s 18 disaster application centers,
and VA nurses from across the country have volunteered to assist at
private facilities in need of medical volunteers. '



President Clinton has already requested $6.6 billion in
emergency assistance as part of a supplemental appropriation for
the fiscal 1994 budget. California officials say this amount
will barely scratch the surface of what is needed.

In the Los Angeles areas, several hundred Federal Emergency
Management Agency investigators were in the field Monday
checking for multiple food stamp applications and verifying
occupancy and ownership of damaged dwellings, as well as
assessing the cost of repairing or replacing the 14,000 houses
and apartments condemned as unsafe by building inspectors.

FEMA director James Lee Witt said more than 208,000
applications for disaster assistance had been received in the
first two weeks after the deadly quake — more than in the first
six months following Hurricane Andrew’s 1992 onslaught on
southern Florida.

The latest figures bolster California Governor Pete Wilson’s
assessment that total damages from the devastating quake would
top the $30 billion in losses south Florida sustained in 1992.

REUTER



OFFICIALS CLAMP DOWN ON EARTHQUAKE FRAUD

By Michael Miller '

LOS ANGELES, Jan 31 (Reuter) - Five men faced charges in
federal court Monday of laundering emergency food stamps as
officials launched a crackdown on what they say was rampant
stamps fraud after the Los Angeles earthquake.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, which administers the
emergency food voucher programme, has sent its acting inspector
general to head a special probe into the alleged widespread
fraud.

The five men, arrested late Saturday, are suspected of
illegally laundering food stamps intended to help the poor
overcome the devastating effects of the January 17 quake, which
killed 60 people and injured more than 8,000.

When taken into custody the men had about $5,000 in food
stamps and $2,500 in cash, said USDA reglonal inspector general
Dave Dickson.

If convicted, the men - suspected of being "runners" for
a much larger fraud ring — face up to five years in prison and
fines of $250,000 each.

Authorities believe the ring operates through a series of

"runners" who stand outside voucher distribution centres,
offering recipients cash for the stamps at half their face
value.

The vouchers are then sold to the store owner for slightly
" less than face value and the store owner redeems them with the
government for full face value.

Voucher distribution centres reopened Monday morning after
closing Saturday so workers could catch up with a torrent of
applications. More than 112,000 applications had been received
by Saturday night.

The USDA has introduced a 72-hour waiting period, however,
so that applications could be more thoroughly checked.

A previous 24-hour turnaround between applying for stamps
and receiving them, intended to get food to the needy quickly,
led to abuses such as multiple applications and "padding" the
size of families by adding fictitious members.

In an another quake-related development, the White House
planned to. request $1.5 billion more from Congress in federal
emergency assistance for victims of a California earthquake, a
senior official said Monday.

White House Budget Director Leon Panetta told reporters the
request for $1.5 billion more would likely be sent to Congress
late Monday. :



"The guide provides comprehensive information which organizes and
simplifies the available steps to recovery," said Dr. Herbert L. Carter,
president of United Way of Greater Los Angeles.

In addition to Salvation Army sites, the guide is also available at
the Van Nuys United Way office at 6851 Lennox Ave. in Van Nuys.

The Interfaith Hunger Coalition is a non-profit organization that
provides leadership on hunger issues through education and advocacy.
Comprising more than 2,000 individuals and community organizations, the
Coalition acts as the regionwide voice on the issues affecting hungry
persons.

IHC offers training, technical assistance, and extensive
publications on government benefit programs for the more than 700
community groups and social service organizations feeding the hungry
in Southern California. For general information call 213/913-7333.

CONTACT: Wills Communications, Hermosa Beach, Calif.
Terry Wills, 310/379-7347
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( B\V)(NTERFAHH-HIINGER—COALITION) Free "how to" guide to disaster
assistance available at Salvation Army sites throughout L.A. County;

"How to Get Food, Disaster Assistance, & Money" offers aid to quake

victims

LOS ANGELES--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Jan. 31, 1994—-A simple "how to" get
disaster relief guide is now available free-of-charge to quake victims
and low-income individuals at Salvation Army sites throughout Los
Angeles County. ,

The 56-page "How to Get Food, Disaster Assistance, & Money" guide is
the Los Angeles Area Earthquake Edition of the People’s Guide to
Welfare, Health, and Other Services in Los Angeles County.

It was released In response to the increasing need for assistance
and information following the Los Angeles Area Earthquake by the
Southern California Interfaith Hunger Coalition (IHC) in partnership
with United Way of Greater Los Angeles, Comic Relief, Los Angeles
County Department of Community and Senior Citizens Services, and the
Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Los Angeles Emergency
Food and Shelter Program Local Board. :

This "People’s Guide" is available in both English and Spanish as a
resource for casework, advocacy and self-help information. The special
Los Angeles Area Earthquake Edition provides quake victims. with eight
pages of practical information on how to get food, income, housing,

" health care, legal services and other benefits.

It also provides “easy to understand" details on available
assistance to low-income individuals who need help throughout the
year following disasters of a personal nature.

"Many people do not know where to turn or what help is available,"
said Elizabeth Riley, executive director of JHC. "Our goal is to get
this guide into the hands of the thousands of people that need
immediate assistance as a result of the quake."

"How to Get Food, Disaster Assistance, & Money," dedicated to the
memory of four-year-old Amy Tyre-Vigil, the youngest victim of the
quake, is currently being distributed in large quantities to Disaster
Assistance Centers (DACS), Red Cross Shelters, churches, hospital
social workers, counselors, legal advocates, school nurses and more
than 900 Los Angeles-area assistance agencies.

The first-annual "People’s Guide" was published in 1977.

Throughout its 17 years, the People’s guide has been funded by federal,
state and local governments, and by religious organizations. To date,
more than one million copies have been distributed to low-income
people, organizations, hospitals, churches, synagogues, libraries and
institutions.

2l



TOLL:
40,000 structures damaged.

~60 people dead.
1,400 patients admitted to hospitals, more than 9,000 injured.
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Earthquake aftermath summary

LOS ANGELES (UPD) _ A summary of developments in the aftermath of
Southern California earthquake as of 5 p.m. PST Monday.

FRAUD:

_Officials implement 72-hour waiting period for emergency food stamps
to cut down on fraudulent applications

_County has issued $25.3 million in food stamps for quake victims
after processing 110,765 applications :

GOVERNMENT AID:

_215,898 applications for disaster aid since quake

_Federal Emergency Management Agency has issued $59.6 million in
temporary housing assistance to 16,000 applicants

_Small Business Administration approves 550 disaster-related home and
business loans totaling $16.7 million

_The Clinton administration will ask Congress for another "$1.5
billion-plus* in federal assistance for Southern California

NON-GOVERNMENT AID:

_Population in Red Cross shelters drops to 5,000; some 20,000 victims
stayed in shelters in days after quake

_850 quake-related homeless reported in three tent cities throughout
the cities .

_Teamsters donate and deliver more than 250,000 Ibs. of food to Red

* Cross

_Japanese firms in Southern California pledged nearly $1.8 million in
earthquake relief

TRANSPORTATION:

_Detour opens around the Golden State Freeway restoring the main
north-south artery’s capacity to 40 percent

_Two new lanes open on north and southbound lanes of Antelope Valley
(14) Freeway.

_Four new Metrolink commuter train stations in northern L.A. County

SERVICES:
14 quake-damaged schools reopen in the San Fernando Valley

REAL ESTATE:

_About 6,600 buildings, which include more than 21,000 dwelling
units, have been declared unsafe.

_Experts say foreclosures of damaged buildings may soar in coming
months because of high cost of rebuilding



Stratton said damage estimates for the city of 100,000 run to
$200 million. Simi Valley’s two federal disaster relief centers
have accepted more than 4,300 requests for assistance.

One center is at the Reagan library, perched in the hills above

_the grassy country clubs, Spanish-tiled roofs, stucco buildings and

berry stands. There, hardly a campaign button was knocked out of
place.

A day before that center opened, the director of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency himself arrived to do a little damage
control.

uSimi Valley has not been forgotten," James Lee Witt told
residents applying for aid at the Sycamore Drive Community Center.

"] think that’s really beautiful that he came out and showed
interest in us in Simi Valley," Maria Freeman said after shaking
his hand. "We need all the help we can g M

AP-DS-02-01-94 0120EST



Residents Take to Calling Mobile Home Park ‘Shaky Acres’
By LORI DODGE ROSE
Associated Press Writer

SIMI VALLEY, Calif. (AP) _ So many dwellings in the Simi Country
mobile home park bounced off their foundations during the
earthquake that residents are starting to call the place Shaky
Acres.

In Lee Fout’s double-wide coach, the entire contents of her
curio cabinet and nearly every cup and plate shattered during the
quake Jan. 17.

"It feels like you’re a marble in a cracker box and someone’s
going like this," she said, shaking her hand furiously. "All I
could do was listen to everything crash and break."

The San Fernando Valley wasn’t the only place that took a
beating from the quake. An estimated 1,200 homes and businesses
were damaged in this valley in Ventura County, Mayor Greg Stratton
said.

But for a while it seemed as if the rest of the world would
never notice.

"We’ve been ignored," Fout said. "Everyone was focusing on
the “Valley’ people and all the Latinos who are sleeping in the
parks. They thought that’s where everything was.”

One look around the well-tended Simi Country park says
otherwise.

Porches decked with hummingbird feeders and flower planters were
wrenched awry as the shifting earth jolted home after home some 3
feet west. Most toppled off their foundations, the jacks that once
supported them punching through their floors.

Broken glass and pottery covered the floor of Fout’s two-bedroom
mobile home, which she shares with a roommate and two schnauzers.
Vodka and rum ran together with peanut oil and vinegar into a
stinky, sticky mess.

Hers is one of the most visibly damaged homes in this community
known as the site of the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and the
first Rodney King police beating trial.

There are no collapsed buildings and freeways here. And so the
TV cameras, the reporters and even the government were slow to take
notice.

"t was like the world ended at the Ventura County line," said
Stratton, frustrated by local TV stations’ failure to relay
information about water safety, power outages and closed schools.

"We weren’t good visual news."



And Housing Secretary Henry Cisneros said his agency would
request $575 million for assistance, $75 million more than was
sought a week ago.

“The number of uninhabitable units keeps growing, and we are
trying to move people back into housing as fast as we can," he
told the subcommittee.

Of the $7.5 billion Clinton requested last week, $6.2 billion
would be new spending the administration wants to pay for by
borrowing money, which increases the deficit. An additional $400
million comes in loans generated by federal funds, and $900 million
comes from funds the government already has approved in previous
budgets.

AP-NY-02-01-94 0219EST



House Weighs Earthquake Aid

WASHINGTON (AP) _ President Clinton’s package of federal aid to
earthquake-ravaged Los Angeles is growing in size and scope as
Congress prepares for its first votes on the multibillion-dollar
measure.

The House Appropriations Committee planned to vote Tuesday on
the legislation, the centerpiece of Clinton’s proposal to ship $7.5
billion in government assistance to battered Southern California.

But on Monday, officials said the aid package had grown to a
total value of about $11 billion with the addition of money for
last summer’s Midwest floods, the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake and
U.N. peacekeeping operations.

Administration and congressional officials, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said an extra $1 billion or more would be
added to pay for the rapidly growing costs of the Jan. 17 quake.
The quake killed 61 people and produced damage that may total $30
billion.

Officials have said from the start that the amount of requested
aid would grow as updated damage estimates arrived.

One congressional official said $800 million would be added for
the ongoing costs of the Midwest floods, and $400 million would be
sought for the 1989 Loma Prieta quake near San Francisco.

And $1.2 billion would be added for American participation in
United Nations peacekeeping operations, including the use of U.S.
forces in Somalia and Bosnia, said Rep. John Murtha, D-Pa.,
chairman of the House Appropriations defense subcommittee.

The administration had long planned to seek the peacekeeping
funds. But this was the first time it was decided that the request
would be attached to the earthquake measure, which is expected to
move quickly through Congress.

Congress is virtually certain to approve the earthquake package.
But fights are likely over conservative moves to force cuts
elsewhere in the budget to pay for the aid and to bar the
assistance from going to illegal aliens.

The full House plans to vote on the measure Thursday. Senate
action will follow. The administration would like to have the
measure completed before Congress’ next recess, which starts Feb.
11.

Administration officials spelled out some details of the extra
funds they will seek in appearances Monday before the House
Appropriations housing subcommittee. '

Richard Krimm, associate director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, said he believed the administration would seek
an extra $800 million to $1 billion for his agency, beyond the $3.9
billion requested last week.
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drove to the Wilshire Dialysis Cen-
ter and answered the phone, gol
the door and cased (he discomfort
of other kidney patients.

Why would he do that?

“Why wouldn’t 1! he responds.

Joe Molina, a Woodland Hlllz
publicist, felt obligated to kindness
by a gift. When ho bought ice and
emergency supplics at a Ventura
Boulevord lquor store, a clerk
wouldn't charge him for candles.

Molina duplicated the kindnexs,
1le drove to Chataworth to chock
on friends and employeos, ran thelr
crrands and invited a dozen U a
parly at his own cracked home.

“Il was my Quoke Wake, 3

T0: 202 646 4086

eatlon of voluntecr nurses trying to
calm erying bables.

“Chere’s 2 polnt whore you say:
‘Al these people want is a couple of
rocking chairs,' ” he says,

Connell posied an ap on a
¢ily room notlce board, Tie has
been given two rockers with prom-
fses of more.

Thc emhqﬁakc roduced Rea-
ver's Den—Sandra Beaver's
antique siore in Terzana—10 three

"
‘| saw acts of kindness everywhere. . . . Unllke other
times in my city, this time the only thing that was bad
news was the quake, not the people.’

barbecue with champagne and
caviac becavse being exu'avnpnt
magnifiod the pick-me-up,” he
says. “I saw scts of kindnoss cv-
crywhere. . . . Unlikc other imes
in my city, this Urae the only thing
that was bad nows was the quake,
not Lhe people.”

Times reporier Rich Conncll
could have declined involvement
by pleading professional objeetivi-
ty. But he spent e night {n a shelter
at Van Nuys lligh Scheol for one
slory and was moved by the dedi-

JOE MOLINA
A Woodiand Hilts publicist who ran errands for quake vicums.
. - SR -

trazsh containers of broken glass
snd china. .

The phone rang at the height of
her migery. It was a wrong num-
bor, a woman calling from Now
Jorsey and failing in a frantic
scarch for word of on elderly
rolative.

Boaver calmed her, took the
Valley number and was able o
contact the unharmed relative.
Then gho called New Jersey with
tho good news.

“Would 1 have done that before

FEB 1. 1994 B8:19AM #@7S P.&3

the earthquake, before my cusiom-

i

ers callod bo see if we were OK and
could they come down and help?”
gho says. “Probably not”

Yet, maybe, kindncss has a shelf
Jife and random acts will diminish
with the afiershocka.

When walls ere no longer Lum.
bling down, when damage is re-
paired and no longer & reminder,
will we rovert W eulting in and
flipping off and barging through
our dally cncountors?

Wall thinks not.

He says thore’s just oo much
attention being patd W the idea for
it to bo s phase,

“Kvorywhero you look, cvery-
thing you read, cveryone you tatk
to s saying they've had it with
violence and that thero must ba &
better way to live,” Wall says.
“And kindness is 8 belter way.”

Bul how can this ideal succeed
when most other droams have
spuiterod?

“Because there are no speclal-
interest groups involved and kind-
ness s not a political statement,”
he says. “No famous people are
involved, you don't have to spend
moncy on it it res no physical
offort and politcal corroctness cer-
tainly isn't part of {L.

“Random acls of scnscless kind-
ness is just lHeartand Amerjes.”

e rEs teales GISET NI PO G ety W S Gp g u . ¢
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[For Now, at

Epicenter of
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Ieast,L.A.1sthe
Good Deeds -

PAULDEAN '
'szAmm v ’]
e were
war, That
didn't do much (o keep us
Somalis.
Then we
pation, brightened by & thousand
jight. 5t went dark after one term.
Now we're into
kindness.
1t is the dlissfal, altrulstic
sage
T.shirts,
sherifls vehicles and

bumper stickers on Kern
arcdiscovered

according lo nelghborhood pulpits.

What stirred 8 yesr
assignment
bringing & mountain

st & commun
dgulllmn

1o make love, nat
made a lot of bablesbut  tions

r_andmuuofunuleu

oWMﬂ'
of four books, seversl thousand
County

ago &3 an essy
ity eollege is

Burope

He's s Bakersfiald Coliege human rela-
instructor and the accidental guru of
cut of it ll Last yoar, Wall; 53, was thoroughly

. lpmllum.bamlellchdd

dismayed
were offered 2 klndu;&:n:: _redio news: “We haveanpther random act

of senseless violence Lo report.” o
He mentally edited the phrase, substitut-
kindnass for vialense.

, Wall says, he had “a great.
phrase that umned 8 negative into &
positive.” Which he turned into an assign-
ment, challenging his class o perform, .
then write abotst, thelr own acta of sense-

less kindness. :
In almost immediate concert, 8 world of -
parents, jeded .

. RErvous youngaters, AnETY
. oops, warried clergy and frustrated polit-
clutching at Wall's alternative ;

clans began
disregard and rudeness—this-

Gospe! -

to human
g:g cpportunity 1o tug America from 18-

mood. .
1t is fitting thal Wall was contacted last *
wesk by four San Fernando Valley schools -

. ting to start their own kindnees cru- .
g, szmm i . Ploase 500 ETORLES, B2 ﬁ

\ b Piltd| Californla sadcs. Thoy know it will aid com-
munitice and help hoal students.

wrpe Crusaders ?ve&lrn.m appmr:pﬂm'wu that

a , tion b, ) " volun moving among gArth-

:enlevt‘;:‘o:a ;m m 4 and s rialng t?ushemvleum included a' team

domestic challenge: If discase can be eased rom Who Bakorstield Family Med!-

by a Great American Smokeout, why not sl Center, Wall discipies all, their

try dimming violence with 8 World Kind- T.shirts asked: “Today, 1 Will

pess Day? . : Commit Ono Random Act of

In Los Angeles, the violence was Jan. 3‘7. %en;:leu Kindness . .. Wil

tion Lhat ou
And the goodness and benelac “the Soversl hundred thousand Los

_ broke_out_certalnly has tempered

Angeles residents have no need to

{rauma. . respond. They are Lwo weeks into

Vons and Hughes markels gave awsy dolng whatever they can, whenev-
food and an elderly womad cantinues (0 er askod and mostly without being
hunt the west Valley's runaway dogs with asked. And their acts aro far from
cans of Alpo. An attorney carried 200 Big randon.
Macs (o Balboa Park and a convoy came to -
our Lent cities from St Mary's Food Bank in . D ave Carlisle, 68, & Korean War .
Phoenix. A California Natonal G veteran and West Pointer, lsa
played his harmonica for a cluster of cold ok man. He has suspended renal

children, and a woman from El Salvedor fallure and his life sentenco is three .
cried in the night. 1a her country, she says, home dialysis treatments cach day.
soldiers sren't friends of the e. Carlisle knew cxactly what he
For a glowing moment, Los Angeles was needed 1o do between scssions of
the epicenter of Good Sarnaritar cleansing his own blood. While tho
LT s e davmhend earthaquake still grumbled, he
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bulldings for 10, 20 yoars,” lament -
ed Commissioner 1loyd S. Cluff at
a commission hearing just before
the report was relcased. “And so
we're guarsnlecing that the crisis
is going 10 be created oul of kitling
- aloL of poople on the campuses.”

No one was killed or (njured on
universily campuses in the North-
ridge quake, which slruck st 431
a.m. of a day on which no classes
were scheduled. A student was
killed at Cal Siate Lot Angeles
when a conereto slab fell from a
parking structure in the 1987
Whitlior quake. Her family agreed
to & $1.4-milllon settiement from
the stale and a construction com-

pany.-

T'ho Scismic Safely Commission
and Jlayden sponsored a bill in the
Legislature to re&ulro warning
signs on all of the scismically
vulnerable campus buildings. But
UC lobbylats blocked the move,
arguing that the warning signs
would be disruptive and unfair,

Compounding that burcaucratie
resistanco, say seismologists and
structural engincors, was the fact
that Californla's universities do not
have to follow Lhe slate and local
earthquake codes imposed on other
public schools.

Tho codes cover classrooms for
kindergarien through community
ocollege students and require aome
load-bearing walls to be 156%
strongor than normal, The act
required public schoo!l districts o
strengthen or raze all pre-1633
bulldings by mid-1877 and man-
dated that gll clasgroom designs
and construction be supervised by
the stale architect’s office a3 @
double cheek. '

As state entlties, however, uni-
versities do nol have to follow
those rules. Hiad the same stand-
ards applicd, sald Dennls Beilet of
the stale architecl's office, thore

" would be no wondering about

Royce Hall todry. “That would
have cilher been retrofitled or
cl?:cd down by June 30, 1977," he
sata,

Instead, UCLA's immunity al-
lowed adminisirators 0 use $13
miltion in private funds to rcnovate
the historic struclure before the
1984 Olympics without dedicating

202 646 4885

anything for retrofitting.

A campus commitice denounced
the move when it waened in 1085
that Royce and 24 other bulldings
could kil 2,000 pcople during &
major quake along any of the theee
nearby faults.

UCLA officials say they begged
for stale moncy (o retrofit Royee
but were turned down. SUill, others
gay, they now Jook foolish not to
have found a way Lo moke the
sclsmile Impravemonts.

“If | were the poople who made
the private donations, J'd be preily

1 becauso it just went down the
tollel, didn't 1t?” said Bill Petak
excoulive director of USC's Insti-
tte for Safely and Systems Man-
sgemont. “It’s now a bullding with
major problems.”  °

Private colleges have had a bot.
ter retrofitting record. The 1990
Scismic Safely Commission reporl
mado a slrong point of showing
how, in contrast Lo UC, Stanford
officlals divertod noarly all of thelr

discretionary funds Lo upgrade
their bulldings after the Loma

_Pricla quake did mojor dwnage

there,

As a private {nstitution, USC
spent $18 million o ?gndc or
demolish its older bulidings after
tho eity of Los Angelos passed a
1983 ordinanco calling for the ret-
rofitting of unrcinforced masonry
structuros. USC architect Mark M.
Jonoa sald the school will have to

“tons of millions* more if the
olly passes anolher ordinance re-
quiring the upgrading of unrein-
foreed masonry “fill" bulldings
with concrcte frames.

Since 1092, said Tobin of the
slate's selsmic commission, Ca! .

Stale administrators have been :
-showing incressed concern. They *
have hired the slate architect's

offico to help monilor construction
and have compiled the Hst of 101
fulure retrofitting projocts,

He also sald UC ofiicials have
slepped up their efforis to fix
earthquake hazards by the yecar
2000.

Times staff writers Mark Glad-
slone and Jeff Rabin contributed to
this report.

—f
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- sarma

" usod arcas as the John M, Plau

14brary at Cal State San Bernardl-
no; HumboldL State University's
Jolly Glant dining commané, where
all on-campus residonce moals are
gerved; the McIntosh humanities
buliding and Fine Arls bulldings at
Csl State Long Beach and a library
st Cal State Fullerton.

Also high
Notthridge's Sierra Tower, & sov-
cn-story complex of faculty offices
ond classrooms that sustalned somo
of tho school's heaviest dsmage
during the Jan. 17 temblor. The
structure, @ mile from the eplcen-
ter, was to reccive 8 $167,000
carthquake make-oves this year,
Col State records show.

Mecanwhile, University of Cali-
fornia officials have identlfiod 87
struclures on their nine campuscs
yet (o bo fixed despile being con-
sidered poor or very poot selsmic
rlsks. Theso structures include
jandmarks on ihc two campuses
with the higheat scismic riske—
UCLA and Berkeley, records show,

Among them is Royco Hall, the
1929 architectural symbol for the
UCLA campus and the frequent
backdrop for collcge scenes in

movles.

The UCLA landmark, which had
boen scheduled for retrofitting in
1980, was clored for 8 weck sfler
the Northridge quake beoause s
twin brick towers, woakenod by
cracks, threatened Lo fall. Porlions
of Royee Hall were reopencd lust
week bul only after crews bullt a
special tunnel as an emergency

axit.

Administrators admit they are
racing against tho sclsmie clock but
blame the l.cgislature for being
slow to provide the hundreds of
millions of dollars needed for
wholesalo retrofitting.

Projccts that get financed sull
face long dclays becavsc cach
phasc—planning, design, construc-
tion—must go to Sacramento for
budget spproval. Even it the mon-
ey were to suddenly materiaiize,
univorsity officlals sald, retrofit-
ting is & loglatical nightmare on a
busy campus.

Case in point: The current retro-
fitting of UCLA's Powell Library.

/-_\

on the Jist z Cal Btate. . once and keep

2092 646 4@86

it w00k eight years to plan and
required relocating 200,000 books
to & gpecially constructed tent. And
white the actual selsmic work cost
$11 million, other building and firc
code upgrades for the G4-year- old

bullding brought the price tag o

million.

“Jt would be difficult to take all
of the folder] bulldings down atl
the campus func-
toning,” sald Cynthia Ingram,
UCLA's assistant diroctor for capl-

tal planning.
Bpul u&L and selsmle
say universily officials have boen

r:rl of the problem themscives,
rgely ignoring—and sometlmes
fiouting—the earthquake dangers
on thelr campuscs.

“If you want to sttracl more
facully, more students, more do-
nors, it pays off W be oPeMng
handsome new bulldings,” said

state Sca. Tom Heyden (D-Santa '

Monica). “The siternalive (8 ed-
mitting that some bulldings are
dangerous ta human life 8 that'’s
roally difficult to take responaibill-
tyfor. . . "

epaced with that, they cross
tholr tingers and tap the lable and
l:&e the Big Onc doesn't hit,” he

And sometimes, campus admin-
{strators made matlers worac, ac-
cording o 8 November, 1699, Scis-
mic Safety Commission reporl. In
one glarln%eer:nmple. the agency
soored UC clcy administrators
for bullding weight rooms end
coaching offices under Momorial
Stadium, although they had been
warned that the unreinforced
19208 structure straddics a fault
that creeps noticeably cach yesr.

The report applauded UcC for
deciding to borrow $50 million on
its own for retrofitling work after
the Loma Pricta carthquake, but
pointod out thal 49 of the struc-
tutes mosl in need of work were
left off the repair lislL.

The 1890 report also rcached the
»ynavoidablc conctusion” that the
Cal State system, where 19508 and
19808 concrete frame buildings

gerious earthquake hazards,

_ had naretrofitling program at all,

«phe university system {is) not
going o got lo soin¢ of those

FEB 1, 1994 B8:21AM H@7S P.85
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Seismic Experts See -
College Buildings as:
Potential Deathtraps

m Retrofitting: Officials
have known of hazards
since 1979. Funding
difficultics and a desirc to
avoid disruptions have
combincd to dclay
correcting them.

By RALPi FRAMMOLINO ﬁ'
TIMES STAPT WRITER

California’s public univcraities
are dotted with scores of classroom
bulldings, faculty offices and stu-

_dent hangouts that sclsmic cxperts

warn could become deathiraps
during major carthqua ke
one cenle: ¢ ban Fernando
Vallcy last month, pecords show.
_State Jawmakers and college of-
ficials have known about the
carthquako hazards since al least
1979, when the state Selsmic Safe-
ty Commission roleased a bench-
mark survey urging that 434 cam-
pus buildings be cxamined bocause
}t;ey could pose significant risks to
ife.

But it has only been in recont
years that the universities—which
arc cxcmpt from stato and local
carthquake standards—have be-
gun or stepped Up construction
programs ajmed at shoring up
walls, sccuring foundations &nd
reinforcing the masonty skin on
potentially unsafe structurcs.

‘'he deiays have resulted from a
comblnation of funding difficultics,
the desire Lo avold campus disrup-
tions and o push lo put up hew
buildings to keep up with growing

Pty iy
Royce Hall at UCLA sufferod
damage In Jan. 17 earthquake.

enroliment, say univereity officials
and thelr eritles.

*[ wish they would -go faster, 1
wish they were eomplited by
now,” said L. Thomas Tobin, the
commission’s executivo director.
“There's such a threat to life in
these major bulldings but the fact Is
that you can only do 80 many
bulldings at one timo.”

In the 20-campus Callfornia
State University system—with
327,000 students, the sccond-jarg-

" ost higher education system (n the

nation—administrators have only
rocently complied a list of 104
slructures or “falling hazards” thal
need retrofitting.
Tupping the list arc such heavily
Please soe CAMPUSES, A17
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Revival of State Quake
Insurance Proposed

aam e

By JURRY GILLAM
TIMKS STAFF WRITEK
SACRAMENTO-l.eglslauon
u\llng for revival of a
progrnm for
omoowneu was introduced Mon-
day In the Assombly.

“We are learning the hard way
that repealing the old progeam was
a mistake,” sald Assemblyman
Rusty Arelas (D-San Jose), the
blll's author.

The earthquake insurance pro-
gram was repealod in 1993 after
critics clalmed that {t was border.
ing on insolvency. If the program
had been in place when the North-
ridge quake hit, Arcies aald, It
would have contalned about saso
miltion, encugh to provide 60,000 o
70,000 los Angcles homecowners

with checks for $5,000 or more

cach.

The new proposed prepald ro-
covery program would provido
homecowners with up to $18,000,
after a $2,000 deducuible, to repair
homes damaged by carthquakos,
Arcias said.

It would be & mandatory insur-
ance program and cos! the average
homeowner $25 to $76 annually,
the amount varying dcpending on
scismic zones, the valuc of the
" property and the Lype of structure.
Homeowners who falled o pay
would face a secondacy or non-fo-

losable lMen on their property.
‘Mobil homes and condominlums
would not be covered.

County tax collectors would ocol-

lect tho fees. The state Dopartment
of Housing and Community Affaira
would adminigier the program.

“Earthquakes In Califorala are
inovitable,” Arclas sald, “and i Is
intelligent public policy o plan
shead for the disaster we know will
oceur.”

Crltics of the provious program
contended that: California, dospite
its size, Is not legc cnough (o
adoquately fund su repale pro-
gram and that the siate is mlslud-
ing the public into a false sense of
securily over what the slate can
provide fo the event of a major
quake. The answer lics in a nation-
ally bascd insurance program, the
criticssay.

" A spokesman for Lhe insurance
induslry sald Monday it has no
position on Arelas’ bill, but prefers
the national approach, which
would cover all Lypes of disasters,
Including damagd by carthquakes,
hurricancs, tornadaes and volca-
nocs. :

Rep. Norman Minela (D-San
Jose) has introduced such a bill in
Congress. -

“We favor a nnllonal approach
for two reasons,” sald Tim Hart of
the Assn. of Californla Insurance
Companics. “First, there is not
enough capacity in California (o
absorb the kind of losses that
would be created by a catastrophic
quake. Secondly, the federal gov-
ernment s obligated to pay |
debts and can print money."

FEB 1, 1994 8:23AM HA?S P.07
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% THE LONG ROAD BACK:

‘Bowl Offers a Break
for Quake Victims

" w Recreation: For many at relief centers,

o

the NIl championship game provided a
respite from their trying situations. TV scts
arc donated to 29 shelters for the event.

e

For about three hours Sunday, dozens of viclimsa of

Ty CH1P JOIINSON
TIMES STA 1 WRITER

the Narthridge carth 1L aside their worrics

aboul shaticy e, 10sL jobs and anxious
relatves as they kicked back and cnjoyed a less
frightening form of violence: Super Bow! XXVIII,

"J've been walting in @ FEMA line all week,” sald &,
drawn-looking Jeff Mandel, 40, as he sat intently
watching the game from his cot at & Red Cross shelter in
Cranada Hills. * .

“This is a lot casier,” sald Mandel, whose North Hills

aparlment was condemned after the quake,

AL 29 shelters (hroughout the city, people made
homeless by the quake cheered the Buffalo Bills or the
Dallas Cowboys, happy lo sct somebody other than
themselves and their families get knocked around for a
change.

Quake vietims walched the sports extravaganza on
color TVs donated by Circuit City and the A.C. Green
Foundation for Youth, set up by the former lakers
basketball star.

The TV delivery came just in time for J.B. Cash, 35,
who has lived in the Canoga Park High School
gymnasium since his Northridge apartment was
wreeked.

“That picture tube is messed up,” he said, pointingtoa
dilapidated school TV scton the floor.

Even with the distractions of a small army of news
pholographers taking chols from every conceivable
angle, Cash seemed content to reclineona blue army cot
and rool for the Bills, who lost their fourth conseculive

Super Rowl game.

Geuted on the floar before hiin were brothers ¥rank
and Vuvid Mory . ages 14 and 10, who, naturatty, choered
for apposite sides. David was {n Super owl heaven,
cavefully selecting patuto chips frorn three different hags
and eccasionally digging into 9 bag of cheese pul(s.

At Mason Park in Chatsworth, Fernando Delao of
Chatsworth held his 3.ycar-old son, Krie, and
related how the game wWas @ welcome distraction from
the Northridge quake and another temblor he survived,
the 1886 Mexlco City quake, which killed 4,700 people-

“When ] watch the game 1 forget about the earth.
quake and how T felt 1 would Josc my life at that
moment,” he said.

But for others, the Northridge carthquake and the
massive destruction it caused took the exubierance out of
the championship football gnme. Unlike their counter-

Please sec BOWI, B3

“parts walching from their own
homes, they enjoyed no booze, no
_cheering, no high fives.

“The game kceps you busy from
thinking about everything that's
happened, but then you look
around you and it all comes back.”

* gaid Giovanni Pacheco, 8 16-ycar-

old North Hitls resident.

Pacheco spent last week at a
shelter in Granada Hills, but his
famlily has since moved back into
thelr home. But Pacheco returncd
to the sheller to watch the game
with & newfound friend, Incz Beck-
er, with' whom he spent much ‘of

- the game smooching.

“Buffalo is going down,” said
Pachcco, between kisses with
Becker, who wad 100 absorbed to
talk. “Dallas is going to win.”

However, Clarence Nelson and
his friend, Keith Louis, enjoyed
themselves almast as much as they
would. have if they hadn't been
knocked out of their Rescda apart-
ments. Almost.

“The Budweiser truck got a flat
on the way over here,’ joked
Nolson, 42. who saw the game
{nside a Red Cross tent in Van

Nuys.
“Yeah, we need a case of beer,”
cracked Louis. )

Times staff wiiter Jeannetie Re-
galade ..mmm to this story.

P.11
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)nside, the principal damage dis-
played Monday by Welib and Hog-
crman woxs o detp crock ruunlnﬁ
the entine Jength of the upper leve
concourne, which the Lwo officials
pald showed how the Coliscum's
outer wall had separated from the
{hner reating structure.

Gops conld be seen between
seclions of seating, snd chunks of
fallen concrete litlered parts of the
€OnCouTse.

In addition, the lower parl of the
stadium xcating, bulll in the carly
197202, had sunk oway several inch-
ca from the upper scction, which
was added for the 1832 Olympies.

‘Phore wus also seriour cracking
of some pitlars and hieame in the
Peristyle end of the stadium- -the
only facllity fn the world (o have
hasied two of the madern Olymplc
Gnames, and the site of a World
Serics and many important polit.
cat and enterlainment eventa,

“One problem we have ix that
diffceent partz of the atadium
moved in different directions,™
Wehb aakd,

Wcbh oiro oxpressed coneern
that the carth herm on which the
Cullseum wax Lullt s afluvial fill
that nay have heen substantially

TO: 202 646 4@86

weakenad by the carthquake and

could have compromised vital
atruelursl clements of the fucility.
¥arnum, who has worked for the
Coliscum Commiesion for 2 years,
snld she won shocked when she
viewed the damuge the day of Lhe
curthquake,

“Aftor the 1871 (Syimar] carth-
quake, the struetural cngincers
told us the Coliscum was well
protecied agolnal quuke damage,”
she sald. “We had only minimal
dsmago then.”

overal Coliscum officials Mon-

day expresscd hope and confl-
dence that federal funds would pay
for most of the repairs.

N. Matthew (rossman, the out-
going commission president, sald,
“l just can't Imagine doing awuy
with the Coliscum and all the
history that hos gone with it T just
can’t nceept that kind of ullerma-

ve."
erry lamlin, a spokesinon for
FEMA, said under guidelines
adopted for the Narthridge earth-
quake, the federal governmont will
pity 00% of the cost of repairs on
oppropriale  public fachitier and

matching funds from slute end

FEB 1, 1994 8:28RM HB7S P.12

‘1
-local gaverpment nood total only

10%. In the past, the split has most
frequently boen 75%-26%.

But, Namlin sdd, any federal
action will have to awull a com-
plete engineers report and then the
amount appropriated may he con-
Hngent on xuch factors as Lo how
old the fachily 18, haw much dete-
rinrution cxixied hofore the carth
quake, aivl how much of the dam-
age was covered by Insuranco.

Rath he and Webh sireared thal
fast nclion Ia necessary if thero is o
be any chance of getting the faclli-
ty rcady for next fall'a football
famex hy the Los Anpcler Ralders
professionul franchise and USC.

A USC spokesinan snid Monde
the sehool will awalt the engincer's
report before commenting.

Jhe Raiders did not return collx
for comment. T'here were reporis
on Mondlay In castern publications
that the Ralders have been explor-
ing & move from .08 Angcles to
cither Iartford or Hallhnore, Kven
after ranovations W muke the sta-
dium more suitable for viewing
footbull action, Raider allendonce
in the recently completed season
wux often disappointing.

e
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lDamage to Coliseum
Clouds Football Season

= Quake: Some fear stadium may have to be torn down.
' A full report on the damage is expected in two weeks.

Hy KEXNETH REICH
YIMKS STARF WRITER

Earthqupke damage 1o tha Los
- Kngeles -Me um {s 80

cxtanaive that the historic stadiur
. might not be repaired in Ume for
next fall’s football season, officials
_said Monday. One Coliseum aide

said that a struciural engineer's

geport Is pending: but there is @
© possibility 1t might have to be
- demolished and rebuilt.

In any event, the officlals now
 believe that the costs of reopening
" the stadium could vaatly exceed

the estimate of $35 miition made
Jast week.

Coliseum officials have not fore-
closed (he possibility of repalring
and recpening the facility —which

. wap red.tagged Sunday by city
~ pullding inspectors—intime forthe
" pext football season, but they con-
. colle that time is short, and that
work Is -dontingent on 8 quick
doclsion by federal authorities to
assume mott of the funding.

A spokesman for the Federal
- Emergency Management Agency
: at consideration of

i added that earthqus
i gchools would have a higher priori-
L

: yDnﬂns a tour of the stadium
* Monday, Don C. Webb, the Colise-
. um Commission’s project director
' for recent renovations of the faclli-
report

ty, said a fairly complete
engineers ks ex-

from structursl.
ted Intwo wee
“A ([erack] nuns through the
, {he tunnels and
the foundation,”
Webb sald. “What we don't see [
extremely important. The question
is whether this {facility] can be
{ixed, or whether it will have Lo be
demolished.”

Please sce COLISEUM, A16

ut the principal structurat ch-
gincer relnined to avsces the dam-
age snid he believes that demoti-
tion will not be necessary.

Nuhih Youwsct said, “I'echnioal-
ly, the Coliacum atilt has capacily
1o withatand carthquaken. ‘Thore i
a lot of damage, but iL ix not ol o
the lateral earthquake rosistance
aystem of the building. There is
pamne residual sirengith and we can
buiid on thal.

“Ihore i a reparation of the
outer Coliroum wall frow the su-
perstruciure,” Youssel aaid, “I'he
ouler structure wus displuced dif-
ferently from the inner slde, where
the acating in located. . . . But the
alructursl integrily may not have
been fatally comnpromiscd.”

Nonethelers, Yousse! sald, Sat-
urday'’s magnitunde 6.0 altershock
caused additional damage at the
Colizcum, and the $35-million oxti-
mate of damage made last week is
o low.

“Hepairs will {ake six months to

a {icnr.” once they begin, Yousacf
&ad.
108 Angeles Counly Supervisor
Deino Dunan, who also toured tha
{facllity and hiw n engincering
degroo, sald he believes the lowee
levels of the Collscum arc on vsolid
ground” and that most of thoe
domage is confined 10 the “higher-
tier” al the concoursc, oF upper
conceaslons ond restroom level,
and above. .

wphe higher tior will have to be
taken down and replaced.” he sald.
“Ji's poing o be very expensive,
Rut 1 think repairs are fcagible, and

we nre applying to PEMA fo.
funding.”

he incoming Coliscum Com-
~ 3. mission resident, Counly Su-
pervirors
Irathwaite Burke, aaid she hnd
been informed “it would not neccs-
sarily be roquired Lo remove the
_entire upper tier.” And while
."some real fast moving” would be
necossary o reopen the Coliseum
by thc scoson's first gamo, she

202 646 4286
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believes political preasure will be
_considerable on FRMA to promptly
come up with the monicy.

‘'he Coliscum has no carthquake
fnsurance, officials sald, and no
,approtiable funds in rescrve for
re

pairs.
! Jay Hagerman, the Coliscum's
‘gencral manager who was present

for Monday's tour, declarcd that
everything Is contingent on what
the strucluru) engincor reporis
about the aeverity of the damage.

Muring the tour, Iagerman ex-
preascd exasperation that cracks fn
the facility's superstructure and
gapn Letween §is scetlons have
grown decper and wider since tho
Jan. 17 corthquake, '

Ax the tour drew to'a close,
Wehb, llagernan and Margavet
1aratnn, exceutive seeretary Lo the
Coliscum Commisuion, noliced for
the first tine that the Tos Angcles
Depurtment of Bullding and Safoty
had red-tagged the Coliscum. A
aign pasted on the outer fenee at:
the peristyle ond. declared that 1t
war unsafo to enter.

"'he: aigh asid it had been posted
at 13:30 ain. Sunday.

Monday, Lhe city’s chicf building
inspector, Russcll lane, sald he
took a tcum to the Coliscum on
Sunday. hut they were unable (o
enter Lhe locked facllity.

e suld the judgment had been
made to red lag the bullding based
on cracks that could bo obacrvoed
from Lhe outside, and that city
inspeciors had yel Lo obsorve tho

_Inuldc.
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are rtlalll-tiulll. s'ome.ol them have
just (allen apart.”

BtilL, not all of those new buyers
gre being wolcomed by roal ostate
agents or thele sellers.

Carolyn Lamb, co-owner of
Century 21 Lamb Realty in North-
ridge, said she and her stalf have
gotlen several calls from invesiors
hoping o pick up homes at a tiny -
fraction of thelr normal priccs, .

“We've gotten our share of bot-
tom-feeders, but they're not hav-
ing much success,” sald Lamb,
whose home also sustained major
damage during the quake. “The
faw gays that we have o present
thoir offers to our sellors, but
there's nothing that says we have
to KkeiL”

Many buyers and sellers who
were waiting for escrow (o close
when tho quake hit are in limbo.
About 1,000 deals were pending in
the San Fernando Valley when the
earthquake struck, acoording to

202 646 4086

the local Roaltors’ assoclation. A

‘few hundred were In cserow in

Santa Monica and adjacent com- '
munitics,

Many lendors are requiring eve
ery house that they had agreed o

Jinanco in the county be relngpeet.-

od for damage. As a resull, some
sppraisers and inspeclors have
been busy taking a socond look at
proporties more than 75 mlles
away from the epicentor.

*The house I'm buying in Sher-
man Oaks didn't get huet a bit, but i
ean't closo the deal because my
[sppraiser] {s busy looking at hous-
es down in Long Roach,” grumbled
Nick Smith, who drives & dolivery
truck. “The whole thing is stupld.”

An informal poll of about &
real estate offices In the San Fer-
nando Valley and on the Wosl Stde
found thal only about 10% of atl
the purchases in escrow at the time
of the earthquake have beon can-.
celed . /
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Quake Upends Supply and
Demand in Real Estate

» Housing: Salcs booms are created away from the
cpicenter. Apartment rentals have also soared.

g _

By DAVID W. MYERS
TIMES STAFP WRITER

9he Jan. 17 carthgugke that
turned ro many lves upside-down
hax alro upended supply and de-
mand in the los Angeles-arca
housing market, bringing uniikely
relief 1o many Jong-suffering prop-
erly owncrs lul only renewed prict
to others.

Homcowners and landlords

whose walletr have been thinning .

far monthx hecause they were not
able to zel) thelr vacant houses or
rent cinply spartmenie ssy that
they sre now besicged by tenants
displaced by the tomblor.

— e

Mcanwhile, buyers who want 1

avoid Northridge and other com-

munilics at the quuke'’s cpicenter
arc spilling over inlo surrounding
preds, crealing u minl-gates bodbm
from Woodiand Hills {o Agoura on
the west and across the Sen Gabrl-
ol Valley in the cuxt, reat estate
agenLR S0Y. .

T'o be surc, many home shoppers
have reircated to the sideliner
while the ground centinucs to
ghake from aflershocke. And hun.
drede of home sales are in limbo
because Jendera are insisting that
propertics be reinspected for dam-
age.

Yot some opporluniris have
rurhed in, hoping to pick up a
bargain in a housing arket that
only reeently had cincrged from o

Plense ace HOUSING, A6

FEB1 1994

prolonged and scvere recession.
Ilarried salespeopla and londers
arc working avertime, helping the
ncw elients while trying to ralvage
the deals alrcady in cscrow.

“It's fike rying o mavigatc

through the Bermuda ‘Triangle,”
sald Jamic Itamstead, 8 Northridge
real ostate agent trying Lo save t
slx salex he has in cscrow while
also rcpalring $60,000 in danago to
hiz home. “Most of us havo never
beop through something like this
before.”

The quake rendered more than
15,000 homes and apartmonts un-
livable, throwing more than 30,000
people onto sireels from Sanla
Moniea to Simi Valley, according Lo
city sgencics and disaster relief
offlelalr,

With so many famllies looking
for ncw places (o live, scllers who
have lost thousands of dollars
while their vacanl homes sul un-
rold in a depressed market have
heen flooded with calls from pro-
spectivo renlers.

14nda Kennedy has been making
the $950-a~-month morigage pay-
ment on her home In Canoga Park
that she vacated Jast July aller
finding 8 new Job in Oregon. The
house susiained litllc damage from
the quike, so she flew back Lo Los
Angeles last week and lcased it o a
displaced Northridge family for
$1,850 8 month.

*] figure I'N rccoup whal I've
Jost by the summor, and then I'it be
making good moncy because Lhe
family signed a one-year lease,”

sald Kennedy, who reviews con-

2082 646 4886
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* tracta for the federal governmont.

“] feel sorry for all those People
who lost thelr homes, but it's nlee

‘1o finully wake something off this

houxc, I'he lesl xix months have
bled medry.” ,

The guske has also beeh a boon
for scllers in many San Fernondo
Valley communitics that wore
spared the mosl serious damage.
Thus, sume would-be buyera are
stcering clear of hard-hit North-
ridge and Rescda in favor of neur-
by Woodiand 1liltz and north into
southern VYentura County.

Jerry Jlolin, sales manager of the
Coldwell Banker real eatate office
in Woodland 1lilts, said his agents
sold a holf-dozen properties over
weckend—cven Lhough many
buyers stayed home o watch the
Super Lowl,

“icfore the quake, we'd bo hap-
py with just three or four sates,”
Bolin rold.

Although many put thelr homo-
buying plans an ice after the quake
hit, some ncw buycrs have moved
in o replace them.

Marrict 1 4pson, vice president of
an exccuttve scarch fiem, lost her
$535.0-month rcnt-controlled
Santa Monlea apartment In the
quake. Jlocause it would cost her
twice that for a comparable apart.
ment, she wants (o buy a condo-
minlum, hoping her mortgage-in.
torest deductions will keep her
overall housing expensca at a mini.
mum.

“There are a lot of good deals on’

the West Side right now," Lipson
said. As a bonus, she added, “it's &

little easler to tell which bulldings
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Go National, or Go Brokess!

Why genuine disaster insurance can ’t be a California-only deal

A number of legislators are cager o
revive the short-lived California Resi-
dential Barthquake Recovery Fund, an
insurance ﬁ That was supposed to
provide up to $15,000 in quake Joss
coverage to cvery homeowner, but
which had 1o be liquidated as it tectered
toward insolvency. The Impulse to
again offer some form of protection
against major loss is understandable.
Rut a limited, localized response falls
wel) short of what's needed.

Far more preferable is an insurance
program that would be both af fordable
and truly broad-based. Probably the
best approach s through & national
disaster insurance program. Legislation
1o that end has been drafted. Congress
should move quickly to considerit. -

The Natural Disaster Protection Act
would offer incontives to states to adopt
building codes to make new construc-
tion less vulnerable to carthquakes,
hurricanes, floods and other natural

- disasters. It would glve insurance com-

panies incentives to offer coverage
against quakes and other perils not
usually included in basic homeowner
policies. And it would create a foderal
reinsurance fund, to be financed by the
insurance industry, o reduce the risks
of insurance company insolvencies be-
cause of exceptionally large claims in
natural disasters.

Spreading the risk is’ essential o
keeping premiums affordable. On Jan.
17 no more than 25% of California
homeowners carrled carthquake insur-
ance, an indication either of a stagger-
{ng degree of optimism or—much mare
likely—a pervasive feeling that high
premium costs and large deductibles
had simply put earthquake insurance
out of rcach. But natural disasters will
ever be with us. There are sound and
affordable ways lo mitigate their cco-
nomic consequences, A national pro-
gram Lo protect against natural disas-

ters seems clearly to be an idca whose /

{ime has come.



New Mobile
Home Rules
Considered

= Damage: Nearly 10% of
such dwelling units in L.A.
County were rendered
uninhabitable by the quake.
Some call for new bracing
requirements.

By KURT PITZER
SPRCIAL TO THE TIMES

Nearly 10% of all mobile homes in Los
Angeles Caunty have been declared un-
inhabiable as a result of
damage, sparking renewed interest over
‘whether costly safety measurcs should
be required by the state.

Of 51,062 mobile homes in parks in Los
Angeles County, 4,947 were damaged by
thc magnitude 6.6 quake Lo the extent
that they are not livable, sald Travis
Pitts, deputy direclor for codes and
slandards for the California Department
of Housing and Community Develap-
ment, which oversees mobilc homes.

“Mast of them tumbled all the way off
their support systems onto the ground,”
Pitts sald. “Some shifted on their founda-
tions enough thal they are considered
dangerous.”

A toal of 184 were burned o the
ground in fires fueled mostly by ruptured
gas lines, one of which took the life of a
92-year-old woman at Sunburst Park
Mobile Homes in Chatsworth.

Pitts said changes in safety standards
are being drafted.

Although the depariment has long
favored requiring restraints o help keep
mobile homes in place during earth-
quakes, strong opposition over the cost—
cstimated at up to $3,000 per mobile
home—and the laborious process of justi-
fying new regulations has kept sueh
measures unrealized, Pitts said.

“[t's an issuc of priorities and resourc-
es," Pitls said. “1 think earthquake re-
atraints will take a higher priority for us
now, but 1 still don't have the staff or the
resources to finish the regulation process
right away.”

e
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Joining in support for added safety
requirements is the state Seismic Safety
Colu;\tiasion.

_week. in a preliminary report
surveying the damage, the commission
rccgmm_endcd that all mobile homes in
California be secured W foundations on
installation by July 1, 1995. In addition,

Please see SAFETY, B4

the commission proposed that all
mobite homes sold after Oct. 1.
1995, be anchored tn foundations.

To place new requircmienlx on
mobile homes, the department
must conduct cxhaustive hearings
and answer all coneerns from the
public to satisty the staff of the
‘Office of Administrative law,
which approves new regulations,
1%itua said.

‘fhe department proposed man-
datery “sawhorse-lype” supporls
twice during the 1970x, Jitts said.
il they were opposed by the
Golden State Mobilhome Qwners
1.eague, the state’s only aszociation
of mobile home rosidents, on the
groundgr that the cast of instatling
gupporta--usually in the $800-
$3,000 range--would keep people
of lower incomes out of the mavkel.

The devastation of the North-
ridge quake, plus a change in
league lcadership, could roesult In a
changc in that pogition. Lo

“Wa ecrtainly don't oppose re-
strainte now,” said Gokden State
Vice President Pat 1owery, whose
mobile howe slid from its founda-
tion during the quake. *Anything
that will save our homes, we¢
, should do.”

Part of the problem, said Tony
Hadley, viee president of Lhe
Manufactured Housing Tastitute, @
national (rude association, ig that
restraints used in stales prone (0
.hurricancs and tornadoes may not

ovent mobile homes from slip-
ping off their foundations during an
cavthquake. .

“Caulifurnia is aclunily wiy ahead
when it comnes to safety standards,”
Tlodlcy said. “They have at least
done most of the nccessary re-

. search.”

There also have been proposald
to require that nahile homes come
cquipped with devices that auta-
matically shut off gas in case of an
carthquake or ruptured gas line,
pitts said, hut slate officinls and

utitity companics have heon unsat-
isfied with their design.

Most of the damaged homes in
the San ¥ernando Valloy and out-
lying areas will be livable once
they ure lifted back onto Lheir
foundations by using crancs OF
hydrantic jacks, Pilta sald.

Bt it may be weeks belare
thousands of mobile homne dwell:
crg--many of whom arc senlor
cltizens--can hegin the repair pro-
CCS&.

Janct P. LaCoc, 57, who lives
alone at Northridge Mobile Hlome
Park, sai. a close call during the
carthquake persuaded her to install
gome sort of safcly brace under her
home once it is replaced.

“My steps came off and blacked
my door,” 1aCoc said. “1 got out
Lhrough i window but, if there had
Licen a fire, 1 mIght not have fotlen
out. And there are a lot of older
ladics here who are lucky they
mude itat all.”

John Quick, who suffered about
$20,000 in dumage in his home at
the Fuhitian Moblichame Park,
gald he, oo, would support manda-
tory restraints.

“) was vory surprised that my
home didu'L stay up better than it
did.” Quick said. “'They should
roquire quake braeing because 1
dan't think people will do it on
their own.™ )

State inspectors going park o
park during thc past lwo weeks
faund mobile hames next Lo their
foundations or tilted, supporis
sticking through floors and ashes
where homes onee steod.

he survey by Pitts' depoartment
ulso found 559 of Ventura County’
9,425 mohile homes unlivable. 1

5~ 92
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buildings that have been declared unsafe, announced
that it has drafted a policy for arresting anyone who
persists In returning to those structurés.

That policy, dubbed “three strikes and you're out”
by department wags, was outlined in a depariment
memo cblained Monday. o

Under that policy, police officers will not ususlly
{nitiate arvests but will wail for requests made by
bulldirig and safety inspectors, who are notifying the
clty's Emergency Operations Ceénter when they see or
hear of people entering red-tagged bulldings.

" Entering any building posted as unzale is a misde-
meanor, but the LAPD policy makes clear that arrests
will only be made as 4 last resort.

“Although the arrest may be made anytime the
offense iz committed, pecple who reoccupy red-tagged

. bulldings will be given twe warninge before an arrest
ismade,” the memso states.

There is one exceptiom: If people refuse to leave
buildings when asked to do 20 by police, the officers
may make an arrest then. .

“This was put together because we had some real
concerns” from building and safety Inspectors, sald
Capt. RobertJ. Nartin, author of the memo. .

“They wanted squads of Metro officers out throwing
these pecple in the Bastille. ... We thought we
needed a policy, but we didn’t want to go too far. These
people are not criminals. They're nice people who
have a problem.”

Martin said there were a few flare-ups Friday and
Saturday, but that the problem seemed to subside by
Sunday. I think it's kind of resolving itzelf,” he said.

Fourteen sshools in the Los Angeles Unified School

District reopened after two weeks of structural
Inspections. At lcast 21 quake-damaged schools In the
sprawling district remain closed, but officials said
some campuses will reopen this week.

The Red Cross said that 4,177 people were still being
housed in 30 shelters and 518 were camping in tents
outslde the shelters, The Salvation Army sheltered 492
indoors in one sheiter and an additiona! 382 in two tent
sites erected by the National Guard.

o City Councilman 2Zev Yarosiavsky, chairman of
the council’s Budget and Finance Commnittee, estimat-
ed that the city will lose at least $33 million (n revenue
asaresultofthequake. - .

“Even before the earthquake, we were facing an
upproximately $150-million shortfall for the 1394-95
fiscal ycar,” Yaroslavsky said. “With an additional
$33-million loss, we are looking at a very serious
money problem.” N

The councilman said utilily tax revenues will drop
because of power oulages, closed businesses and
destroyed homes. Property taxes will drop because of
reduced property values, and Municlpal Courl fines
will dip becausc police officers—diverted to other
dutics—are and will not be writing as many traffic
tickets. .

Also, he sald, damage to retail businesses will reduce

_the eity’s ahure of sales taxes, Business taxes will drop
and réluctance lo purchase real estate will trim
documentary transfer tax revenues, he added,

o Lucy Jones, a scismologist for the U.S. Geological
Survey, said the area wus averaging two or three

magnitude 3.0 aftorshocks a day—compared to 150 of -
them on Jan. 17, She said the aftershock pnttem'/

should continue to taper off, although there couid be
. another 5.0 aftershock in coming weeks.

. /s

43

P.05

Y HO



m Recovery: Riverside firm roccives an
$14.8-million contract to rcbuild
Interstate S bridge in Gavin Canyon. The
project has a Junc completion target.
Caltrans official says Santa Monica
Freeway bid may be signed this weck.

B3

The first major conlract for reconstruction of

By ERIC MAINIC
and JIM NEWTON
TIMIS STAFI WRITERS

freeway bridges damaged in the carthquakg wgs let -
for $14.8 million Manday and officials said the work on

Interstate 5 in Gavin Canyon should be completed by
carly June. § -

Caltrans Dircclor,Jimes van Loben Sels said tho
RI.. Yeager Constgiction Co. of Riverside, which won
the contract, will carn a bonus of $150,000 a day for
cach day it can beat Lthe 130-day deadline.

“Normally, it would Lake up to a year to complete a
job like this,” he said. “This time, they'll be working 24
“hours a day, scven days a weck.”

Federa! officials said that §f the work on the bridges
southyest of Santa Clarita is completed within 180
days, the federal government will pick up the entire
tab.

Caltrans reglonal director Jerry Baxter said his
agency is moving swiltly on all other freeway
reconsiruction efforts.

“We expect 1o lot the contract for the work on the
Santa Monica Frecway on Friday,” Baxier sald.

The vontract for the Simi Valley Freeway “should
foliow on the heels of thal,” he said. “We hope to
complcte all (the frecway reconstruction) within a
year,"

Yeager, one of the lurgest-Lransportation contractors

in California, has had a2 hand in many highway -

projects, including construction of the interchange
between Interstate 16 and the Rivorside Freeway in
Corona.

The firm won the conlract lo rebuild two quake-
damaged 1-5 bridger with a bid of $14,819,000, just
$13,000 more than the Caltrans engineers' eslimate,
Van Loben Sols gaid.

Caltrons engineers anid the work will involve the
replacement of two parallel bridges in Gavin Can-
yon—.one far northbound and one for southbound
traffic. I'he original bridges, built In 1968 and never
retrofitted to increase their resistance to earthquakes,
both collapsed in the 6.6 quake Jan. 17,

The enginears said the bridges failed at points where
gliding “hinges” lind heen incorporated to permil the
spans to cxpand and conbract with the weather. ‘I'hey
snid thal during the carthquake, Lhe horizental
mavemaent was greater than the length of the hinges,
and the spans pulled away from Lheir supportx and
tumhled inle the eanyon.

The new bridges will be contitiuous spans withaut
expansion hinges, the engincers sald. To allow for
cxpansion, the bridges will rest on sliding abutment
fooling designed to permit more horizontal movement
than is expected in any carthquake,

Uil the reconstruction s corapleled, two lanes of
traffic I caeh dirertion ave being rouled over a
Uempensry delsar ot opencd Monday, conneceling to
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First Major Pact for Freeway Repair

_'The Ol¢ Road, a section of the original U.S. 99 that

predated the Golden State Freeway. .

41¢'s beautiful, but I'm atraid 1omarrow the rest of
the valley will discover It,” Santla Clarita Valley
resident Debble Glanella sald after arriving Monday
morning at her Downtown office. .

Baxter said tho temporary detours around the
damaged [-5, Foothll), Santa Monica and Simi Valley
{reeways generally are “moving pretty well.” He said
motorists seeking alternate routes have created con-
gestion on other highways, with the Ventura Freeway
between the Hollywood and Glendale frecway inter-
changes now carrying about 7% more traffic than
normal.

In an attempt to ease the congestion on the delours
around the shattered Santa Monica Freeway bridges
over Washington and Fairfax boulevards, transit
officials have opened a new park-and-ride facility at
Constitution Avenue and Sepulveda Boulevard in
Westwood, served by & new express bus line to
Downtown Los Angeles.

Unfortunately, the public has been slow to get the
word. ’

“This morning, we had zero ridership,” James
Okasaki, a spokesman for the cily Decpariment of
Transpartation, ssid Monday.

. Metrolink officlals sald a new station on the Los
Angeles-to-Lancaster line opened Monday at Acton as
scheduled, with another station expected to open In
Santa Clarita this weekend.

Richard Stanger, Metrolink’s executive director,
sald station plaiforms in Sy!mar and Burbank have
been lengthened 10 accommodate the longer trains
that have run since the quake.

In other developments Monday:

o Richard Andrews, direclor of the state Office of
Emergency Services, said 215,898 people have regis-
tered under a variety of [ederal assistance programs,
exeeeding in only nine days the six-month total of
applicants from Hurricane Andrew in Florida.

Of those, 20R.844 have applicd for temporary rental
assistance, and the Federal Kmergency Management
Ageney has responded by mailing out 12,831 checks
worth $39,338,801,

More than 7,300 of the applicants have applicd for
Joans from the Small Husincss Administration. The
SRA said 550 of those applications have been ap-
proved, for a total of $16,779,800.

Officials said 112,783 of applicants have asked for
emergeney lood stamps. Of those, 2,168 applications
have been denied and 80,323 applications have been
approved for a total value of $25,477,285. T'he others
are being processed.

Morc than 3,000 people waited in the parking lot at
Dodger Stadium to apply for a one-time allot-
ment of food stamps, but o new three-day wailing
period left somo disappointed and hungry.

o} sl have 1o wait Lo get something to eat. It
docsn’t make scnse,” said )ebarah Iennis of South-
Central 1.os Angelcs. “1 have 1o wail three days to find
out if we can go home and have a full ineal.”

‘Ihe wait was enforecd o deter cheating.

¢ The cily's Building and Safety Department said
43,419 structures had been inspected by midday
Maonday, with 26,920 dwelling units dcelared unsafe for
oceupancy.

The Loz Angeles Police Ilepartment, conlfronled
wilh the problem of trying 1o kecp peaple out af

5l
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hey Only Help Those
‘Who Help Themselves

U.S. aid, yes, but the state must be willing to tax itsclf

- ernment medica)

- Brown is expected

ashington continues to re-
spond efficiently to the
mounting challenges creat-
ed by the Northridge carth e. But
the aid being dellv the federal
government is only the beginning for
Southern California: Much more will
be needed to rebulild a region that is
crucial 1o the entirc nation.
Donna,Shalala, President Clinton’s
health and human services sceretary,

i{s the latest Cabinel member (o

personally inspect
the damage and
announce federal
assistance, She
will make avail-
able $28 million
morc to help repair
hospitals and gov-

cenlers.
Commerce Sec-
retary Ronald H.

to come to Los An-
geles this weck to

Feb 1 '94  7:46

thousands morc are expected 10 apply
before the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency folds up ils disastcr
relief centers in Los Angeles.
Thousands of viclims alrcady have
reccived government checks and
vouchers o pay for temporary hous-
ing and other basic necessitics and
repairs. Another group that desper-
ately nceds help is the many individ-
uals and families who were homeless
before the earthquake; currently, they
_ e don’t qualify for
emergency rellef.
More than
112,000 peoplc had
applied for emer-
gency food stamps
by Saturday. Sad-
ly—but predict-
ably—their ranks
included more
than a few fraudu-
jent applicants. At
M  the urging of the
%\; Y County Board of
XA Ty Supervigors, fed-

address the Yong- FEMA: Torrent of qua-ald piéas. eral and ecounty of-

term rccovery of
businesses. That visit, too, is most
welcome, for an economic recovery is
critical to restoring jobs, goods, ser-
vices and a sense of order.’

The Clinton Administration is ex-
pected 10 seck at least $8.6 billion in

. aid—and that figure might increase

as damage cstimates grow. Congress
will soon take up a supplemental
appropriation to help Los Angeles, To
help speed that legisiation into law,
Gov. Pete Wilson should pul more
state money on the table in Sacra-
mento. His initial request for 100%
federal financing is unrcalistic. He
and the Legislature must be prepared
to consider a temporary tax hike Lo
help pay for rebullding. i federal
purse strings are to loosen again,
Washinglon must scc Californians as
willing to do thelr part.

The nced ls enormous. Nearly
216.000 people applied for federal
assistance, according L Richard An-
deews, director of the California Of-
fise of Emergency Services, and

ficials put in new

safeguards to prevent abuse, includ-

.ing a computer system to track dupli-
cate applications.

Authorities have lost no time in
making arrests for aid-related fraud.
Inspectors from the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, which administers the
food stamp program, and local police
officers have arrested five people on
charges of illegally buying food
stamps from cash-hungry applicants.

The Northridge carthquake, which
has generated bath heroism and
greed, has proved to be no exception
10 the notion that tragedy brings out
{he best and worst in people. The
6.6-point temblor kilied our neigh-
bors, destroyed our homcs, damaged
our businesses and karatc-chopped
_gome freeways, and its scemingly
endless aftershocks have fraycd our
nerves. But it did not shatter our
resolve, and the surest way to prove
that to the rest of the country is for

" Sacramento to rapidly ante up the tax

money needed for rebuilding.
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. Davis estimated sbout 5 percent foed windhig around damaged @ Lucy Jones, a selsmologist I Fourteen schools in the Los
of those-applying would be de- Interstate 5 about 36 miles for the US. Geological Survey, JAngeles Unified School District
nied. ] notth of Los Angeles. nldtheaumumgum reopened after two weeks of ex-
“It was so blatant before,” . In other developments: - or three magnitude-3.0 after- Rensive structural inspectios.
. she said. “I'd spot a face in line .. l The Clinton administration shocks a day — compared with At least 21 quake-damaged
and say, ‘Didn’t | just see you will ssk Congress today for $2 150 of them on Jsn. 17. She schools in the sprawling district
here yesterday” This way, since billion more in federal earth- described the aftershock pat- remain closed, but officials said
they lnow we're clearing it, it quake rellef than it had previ- temn as aormal and said it would some of those campuses will re-
tends to weed them out.” ously announced — making the continue to taper off, although .open this week.
The magnitude-8.6 earth- emergency assistance package  there could be snother 5.0 in the
}ﬂe and cﬁwhd;he ]N%lmmommnu Mon- . .
reeway system. Nearly J, day. Citing still-rising damage 8 Richard Andrews, director

dsys
plicants from Hurricane An-
grew.,




1994 B:53AM H@4S P.@3

FEB 1,

202 646 4@86

TO:

FROM: ABCDEFGH ! JKLMNOPGRSTUVIX

SAN JOSEMERCURYNEWS ~ FEB 01 1394

- _THE NORTHRIDGE QUAKE

Authorities on the watch for fraud

Clinton requests . ,5,@‘ ) ;-,n‘.{ et -.-q-‘.:__ -. e . TR . 7]
more relief aid | & 3 i '
“H

. Mercury Newy Wire Sarvires

LOS ANGELES — Commuters

got a Jift from an old road, thou-
sands lined up for emergency -
food stamps Maonday and earth-
uake-stricken Southern Cali-
gomia enjoyed a two-day respite

from bone-jolting aftershocks.
More than 3,000 people wait-

Dodger Stadium to apply for &
one-time allotment of food
:stamps, but a new three-day
waiting period left some disap-

siready or meet low-in- o ' , | ' " AssocwtED eSS
come and property require- [Yeresa Cabrera, Marcela Arreola and Charlotte Henderson fill out emergency food stamps forms.
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Fiber freeways seen as

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Someday,
Californians may not have to worry
about massive concrete bridges
crumbling underneath their cars or
crushing them during earthquakes.

The proof lies below three nor-
maldooking highway ramps, just
north of Dodger Stadium in Los An-
geles, researchers say. Two  years
4go, the ramps were upgraded to
survive quakes — not with concrete

- or steel, but with the same light-
« welght, once-secret fibers used to

- make the stealth bomber.. -

- - - And when the earth shook Jan. 17,
thé rampsheld. - Lo

“What we have are the beginnings
of an entirely new type of material
for the clvil construction industry;*

stid Frieder Selble, a University of -

_California structural engineer: .
“Soon it won't be just steel, con-
crete and timber anymore” - -
- But some skeptics say Mr. Seible's
defenze-conversion dream is still
years off.

". So-called composite materials
must prove they are durable and
cost-effective before governments
can routinely use them to build
bridges, they say. .

“They've shown they can work in
the lab. But now we must'see how
they perform in the field,” said Moh-
sen Sultan, a California Department

" of Transportation bridge engineer.
-“Safety must be our primary con-
cern.”

Mr Selble, his colleagues and a
consortium of private companies
are working to prove what's safe.

Last year, they won a $10 million
federat defense-conversion grant to
build the world’s first bridge made
entirely of composites, Construction
on the 450-foot-long San Diego span,
over Interstate S, will start in three

Sometime in the next twg years,
UC researchers will replace a con-
crete roadbed on an Interstate 80
bridge in Northern Californias Si-
erra Nevada range with a section of
composites, strong enough to carry
trucks but light enough that Mr.
Seible's two elementary-school chil-
i dren can hoist a chunk big enough.to
fill a supermarket cart.

The new roadway will make the
bridge weigh less. It will better re-

“Every spring they have big pot-
holes there, and every year they
spend money to fix them,” Mr Seible
‘said. “We're going to change that™

But it is California’s destructive
quakes, not potholes, that have given
composites their biggest boost. -

Initially, after the 1989 Loma

* Prieta quake in San Francisco, high-

way officials wrapped steel jackets

* around thousands of bridge support

columns. During quakes, those col-
umns are pushed violently side to
ts’ilcll::é Steel keeps them from crum-

All but one of the eight bridges
that collapsed during January's
magnitude-6.6 Los Angeles quake
were on a waiting list for the steel
retrofit. Bridges that had already re-
ceived the steel upgrade remained

standing. : J

And so did the experiment in
which the California transportation
department had allowed a San Diego
company, Hexcel Fyfe, to wrap com-
posite materials, rather than steel,
around 15 support columns in 1992.

The day after the quake, owner
and chemical engineer Edward Fyfe
inspected those columns just north
of downtown Los Angeles, 20 miles
from the quake's eplicenter. “We took
pictures” he said. “There was no
damage.” -

Mr. Fyfe's company weaves fibers
of glass and Keviar — the material
in bulletproof vests — into a flexible
material that feels like cloth. When
that material is dipped into an epoxy
resin, essentially a strong glue, it be-
comes a hard shell.

Mr. Fyfe and some UC research-

quake solation |

ers believe that if Caltrans approved
composites for seismic re:g:l;itting
now, the upgrades could be done
more quickly and cheaply, by creat-
ing mare competition with the com-
_panies that provide steel Jackets.
’ But officials want to make sure
the composites can withstand rain,
heat or sun over long periods before
giving thatapproval, Mr Sultan said.
Cost is another factor. Composites
can cost up © $150 a pound, com-
pared with 50 cents a pourid for con-
crete. But supporters say they re-
quire less labor and are quicker,
easier and less costly in the long run.
Will California ever have a whole
fl'ger:' made of composites?
] may not be entirely wo
the ‘cost,” Mr. Seible sayslymmn:

' daucnkle. “Gravel will always have its
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$7.1 Billion in Budget Cuts
Urged to Offset Quilke Aid

By Kenneth J. Cooper
Washinglon Post Staff Writer

A bipartisan coalition of House deficit hawks

has “suggested” $7.1 billion in budget cuts to -
oﬁsetthecostof!‘midentainm'spmpose@

emergency earthquake relief for California. -

The House Appropriations Committee today
is scheduled to consider Clinton's request for
$6.6 billion in earthquake aid, and the House

could vote on the supplemental appropriations

. bill as soon as Thursday, Under the proposal
- the administration made last week, the refief
package would be allowed to add to the deficit

‘under budget rules that allow emergency '

The 69 separate spending cuts suggested to
offset earthquake aid were largely culled from
2 $90 billion package of -spending reductions
that the House narrowly defeated last Novern-
ber. The coauthors of that bill, Rep. Timothy J.

. Peany (D-Minn.) and Rep. John R.Kasich (R-

Ohio), offered the $7.1 billion package with
Rep. Jim Nussle (R-lowa) and Rep. Gary A.
Condit (D-Calif.), who Jast summer were critics
of deficit spending for midwestern flood relief,
“We will cooperate in a bipartisan manner to

ensure that the aid Californians deserve is de-

livered to them quickly,” the four lawmakers
said. “It's clear to us—and we hope to make it
clear to others—that we can provide this aid
* responsibly without increasing the deficit and
- further burdening the American taxpayer.”

! " Condit, whose central California district was'

. not affected by the Jan. 17 quake near Los An-
geles, said his support for .offsetting disaster
relief for his home state was. consisteat with
his position last year on midwestern flood aid.
“We just can’t continually add to the debt,”
Condit said. “[ think we should have a set-aside
for disasters. We have one or two annually.”
Office of Management and Budget Director
Leon E. Panetta said last week that the admin-

istration would “resist” offsétting ciits. so that”

earthquake victims would not be *held hos-
tage.” He urged “the same sense of compassion
and concern that we have applied to other dis-"

_ asters,” when emergency aid wag charged.to -

the deficit, . .
The largest single cut proposed .yesterday
by the four lawmakers—cutting the federal
work force by 252,000 to save $1.6 billion— ,
has already been approved by the House and
Senate as part of other legislation.-Last No-
vember, the House included the personnel cut .
in a $37.1 billion alternative to the Penny-Ka- -
sich package of budget cuts. The Senate bas
included work-force -reduction as an offset to -
both 2 $22.3 billion crime bill and federal em-
ployee buyouts, ... T )
The four legislators also listed large savings
of $488 million in airport grants, $438 million -
in military base closing costs, $425 million for
multifamily housing projects and and $367 mil-
lion for public housing construction. Smaller

- projects and ‘community development grants.

‘The Clinton administration was asked to take a -
5 percent cut in the White House budget and a

- $5 million reduction in its national sérvice pro-

gram, begun last year. =~ -
" House Democratic leaders have oppased off-
setting spending cuts for disaster aid, describ-

. ing the earthquake as exactly the kind of emer-

gency contemplated when they -established -

ground rules for waivers of pay-as-you-go bud-.

getrules, - -~ - -, - ¢
A House Democratic leadership aide also

.said that requiring ‘budget cuts affecting the:

entire country. to finance disaster aid for one.
region made for losing politics, - - K

After the budget debate on flood aid, Hou:
Speaker Thomas S. Foley (D-Wash.) said he.

. would name a task.force to study disaster re-

lief. Last week, he appointed as cochairmen
Reps. Richard J. Durbin (D-IIl.) and Bill Em-
erson (R-Mo.), but the rest of the membership

.-has not'been announced. .. Ly cne oo
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| PRESIDENT SEEKING
“ORE QUAKE RELEF

Wants to Add $1.5 Bilion for

. Total Ef $9 Billion in Aid

' Q“«\ ByGWENIFILL

N Spocial 1o Tha New Yerk Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 3] — President
Clinton will ask for at least §1.5 billion
in additional Federal aid for victims of
the Los Angeles earthquake, Adminls- .
tration officlals said today, raising the
proposed Federal commitment to
lollrthqulke rellef to more than $9 bil-

an,

_At least $8 billion of that would be
sought in'a supplemental budget re-
quest officlals are planning to send to
Q%gress. The Government Is slready
using mlllion from an emergency
fund to aid victims.

<" An Administration officlal said the
new request would be directed to the

Agency for aid in housing 25,000 pcupic
1 ET h')om: 1eless bﬁ‘me earthquake.

.= *“The needs have tur out to be
) grle;ter than expected,” the officlal
said.

" Acknowledging Need
In authorizing the new expenditures,
Mr. Clinton conceded that Gov. Pete
Wiison of California was right in argu-
ing that the Federal aid for the earth-
quake would fall {ar short of the need.
. Last week, Mr. Clinton sald he would
agk'Congress for $6.8 billlon In emer-
gency money, & request that would
make the earthquake the costliest nat-
ural disaster ever for Federal taxpay-
ers’' The earthquake, which measured
6.6-on the Richter scale of ground mo-
tion, killed 61 people and Injured 8,000.
". Leon B. Panetta, the director of the
Office_of Management and Budget,
sald at the time that he expected the
figare to grow and has said since that
the Federal Government should re-ex-
‘amine the way it pays for disaster ald,
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“Somchow, we‘ve got to do a better
job in terms of preparing for disasters

eithe yng aside so 'e"l:]n:ﬁ
fu sasters, or jookin
T mpapfes to try to dea

wil se areas that are particularly
vulneradle to disasters,” Mr. Panetta
said in an interview on the Cable News
Network.

_Congress must specifically walve
budget limits when 1t approves new
disaster assistance, and the White
Hwt::q h:l aﬁk;lowledﬁd that the
earthquake rellef will add at least
Billfon to the deficit. .

Although states must normall
match at least 23 percent of the Fel
erat commitment, the Clinton Adminis-
tration has relaxed that commitment
for economically distressed California,
reguiring only a 10 percent maich.

Midwest floods last summer
have cost the Government $4.8 blilion
50 far, and hurricane damage aid in-
1891 surpassed $8 billion, but that fig-
ure takes into account both Hurricane
Andrew, which struck Florida and Lou-
isiana, and Hurricane Iniki, which
struck the Hawalian istand of Kaual. |
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