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DISASTER UPDATE 
Ofn<><» Of Fmpropnrv Tnfni-mntlnn unH Puhllf- Affqirc Cym\ HAfi^finn 

January 21. 1993. 6:00 p.m. EST 

A summary of information gathered today from situation reports from FEMA's Emergency Support Team, 
F f d f r a } rfsiutnuf. agfnr.ifH, the TH.tanter Field Ojfpr.e in Paxade.ita, the. State nf Califarnia and lft{-al gmernttientx 

SITUATION 

* Number o f deaths: 46. Approximate number of injured; 6,660 wi th 762 hospitalized ... Approximately 15,000 

customers remain without electricity ... The dusk-to-dawn curfew continues only in Los Angeles city except for 
tnir.V*. ni."»l.-ing i-lirl ivr-.i-if* Tl->*- T .i-.^ A i i^ir 1 ir T Tn i Tir.i-I nr.lli-.i-il Fii^fi-ii-.t w i l l l-.r- i-.li-i^f-.t^ until fll|-tli(-i- ni-.+ Ir.r; wl-iilr- Anwn^i-. 

assessments aic conducted ... Do i l water oidcis w i l l be in effect foi at least aiiothei week in Los Angeles, San 

Fernando, Santa Clarita/Valencia, Val Verde, Newhall , West Lake, Calabasas, and Mal ibu , 

F E D E R A L RESPONSE A C T I V I T E S 

* P i c s i d c n l C l i i i L u i i a i u i u u i i ^ e U ^ c s L c i U a ^ l h a l h e i s a U v a i i i . . i n g I h c O l a l c u f C a l i r u i i i i o !Ii 1 0 0 i i i i l U u i i f i u i i i l l i c 

Presidential Disaster Fund for Public Assistance and has ordered a 5-day extension o f 100% direct Federal assistance 

costs for al l Federal effons in providing shelters, temporary housing, food, water, public health and safety and other 

essentials. 

+ F E > . l / \ . r ^ ^ i r ^ u t u r J u m ^ k : L a ^ W i l l r<«xTiuinu i n L o c u l Ih .* r4«fc|u««t:l o f P r ^ k ^ i U ^ n l C l i n t o n , v o n c u U i n ^ v, ' iLH S l a l « * 

off ic ia ls and other Federal agencies to coordinate delivery o f Federal assistance. 

* Director Wi t t ciiprcaocd oonoom about the look of mcdioal outreach to ohcltcro, parka and impromptu 

encampments. He has ordered the Disaster Medical Assistance Teams ( D M A T s ) from Seattle and Albuquerque to 

support Red Cross activities at these sites. The Public Health Service has developed a plan o f operations to support 

thic mieeion. 

* The San Bemadino, CA, D M A T w i l l be assigned to health clinics for disaster workers. The Orange Coimty, CA, 
Dlv lAT w i l l operate a health clinic wi th in the Disaster Field Off ice . The Maui , H I , DlvIAT mental health component 
w i l l be activated, lhe f t . Wayne, IJN, and fensacola, f L , U M A l s remain on alert. 

* Thr» r'.f'nier*; fr^r Di»ieM*;H r'.nnlrctl (P.Dr*.) fmt^r^t^nr-y re>ipnn»cî  c:(iMr(linHlnr i«< -^erviny H>i -A linisnn helwee.n iht^ 

Disaster Fie ld Off ice and the L A County Health Department. CDC has also assigned a medical off icer w i t h disaster 

experience to the DFO. Two CDC Epidemiologic Intelligence Service officers assigned to Cal i fomia are currently 

designing a post-disuslci public hcaUli suivcillaiicc piugiaiii wi th couniy officials . 

* FEMA opened eleven Disaster Application Centers CDACs) yesterday, and a twelfth today . They will be open 
from 9am to 10pm daily until further notice. 

* 6,324 applications were processed via FEMA'e 24-hoiir, toll-free teleregistration number (1-800-462-P02P) during 

the past 24 hours, for a cumulative total of 13,324. F E M A has asked the Off ice o f Personnel Management to 

provide 100 or more personnel to augment FEKIA ataff acr^'ing as registrars. Training is taking place Januarj' 20-24. 

* To date, 29 shelters have cared for 8,430 quake victims, and 39 mobile feeding units have served 53,000 meals 

to displaced pcisons. i w o ti~uckloads of UUDA coninioditics were dcl ivcicd foi distribution to Ked Cross f ie ld 

kitchens. 

-more-



(1/21/94 Disaster Update - Add ONE 

* The Department of Defense has designated the U.S. Marine Corps base at Camp Pendleton, CA, as an alternate 
support base for Federal disaster operations. Camp Pendleton has deployed water distribution units to ten sites and 
will deploy construction units to build two parking lots near Palmdale, CA, on the Southem Pacific Railroad. DoD 
is also planning to deploy more than 220 Spanish-, Korean-, and Russian-speaking linguists to support the DACs, 
the office of the Secretaries of Transportation and HUD, and the Joint Information Center at the Disaster Field 
Office. 

* Ten travel trailers from FEMA's storage center in Dempsey, TX, will arrive Jan. 22 and another fifteen on Jan. 
23. An order has been placed for an additional 75 units. 

* The Federal Coordinating Officer (Frank Kishton, from FEMA Region IX) has tasked the General Services 
Administration with developing an inventory of available rental housing units in the affected area. 

* Under FEMA contracts, 175 home inspectors are working in the affected area. An additional 100 inspectors will 
be on-site by Jan. 24, Preparations are underway to increase the number to a total of 450. 

* Department of Transportation officials are working closely with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the 
General Services Administration to provide trucking companies capable of transporting potable water into the area. 
Twenty-one trucks are now delivering bulk water supplies. 

* The U.S. Coast Guard continues to provide damage survey overflights ofthe earthquake area. Other Coast Guard 
personnel are assisting with the investigation of oil spills and pipeline discharges. 

* The Federal Highways Administration's Califomia Division is handling the State's request for Emergency Relief 
Funds to repair damaged highways. To date, $15 million has been allocated. 

* The Department of Energy is helping to assess necessary repairs to the Sylmar AC/DC converter station. 

* The National Aeronautics and Space Administration has been tasked to use its C-130 aerial surveillance platform 
today to photograph landslides, potential landslide sites, and soil liquefaction in the San Femado Valley region. 

* Individuals wishing to make Disaster Welfare Inquiries should contact their local Red Cross chapter for assistance. 
There will be NO 1-800 number established for general public use. All callers, whether within or outside the 
continental U.S., will be referred to their local Red Cross organization. 

All voluntary agencies active in the disaster area say that cash contributions is one ofthe best ways to meet the 
needs of disaster victims in a timely and effective manner. Priority needs also mclude blankets, diapers, and personal 
comfort supplies. Donated clothes are NOT needed. The FEMA donations hotline is 1-800-342-1100. 

Tlie news media are requested to pubiisli/broadcast the FEMA toll-free disaster assistance teleregistration 
number as often as posssible: 1-800-462-9029, or 1-800-462-7585 (TDD) 

For media inquiries only. Public Affairs staff are available at the Pasadena Disaster Field Office to help 
media. Their number Is 818-405-7548. 

Stations should call the FEMA Radio Network at 1-800-323-5248 for a series of recorded actualities on the 
latest developments. These will be updated daily NLT 2:30 p.m. EST. 

-30-
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^ sitmmiiry itf In/itrmiitinn yiiihvrt'il iiuliiy JViim xliuniliin rvjuirfx JYiim F¥\\rA 'v F:nifryfni-jr Su/i/uirr Tfiim, 

Fpdornl reKponisp ngpnries, the Disaxtfir Field Offir/> in Pnxadena, the Xtntf nf Cnlifnrnia nnd Inrnl gnvertimpttti 
affected by the Northridge Earthquake in Southern California. 

SITUATION 

* Number of deaths: 46. AppruximaLe number of injured: 6,660 wiih 762 hospitalized ... Approximately 15,000 
customers remain without electricity ... The dusk-to-dawn curfew continues only in Los Angeles city except for 
trucks making deliveries ... The Los Angeles Unified School District will be closed until further notice while damage 
assessments are conducted ... Boil water orders will be in effect for at least another week in Los Angeles, San 
Fernando, Santa Clarita/Valencia, Val Verde, Newhall, West Lake, Calabasas, and Malibu. 

FEDERAL RESPONSE ACTIVITES 

* President Clinton annoimced yesterday that he is advancing the State of Califomia $100 million from the 
Presidential Disaster Fund for Public Assistance and lias oideied a 5-day extension of 100% direct Federal assistance 
oooto for al l Federal cfforto in providing ahcltcra, temporary- houoing, food, water, public health and safety and other 

essentials. 

* FF.MA Director .Tames T.ee Witt remains in T.os Angeles at the request of President Clinton, consulting with State 
officials and other Federal agencies to coordinate delivery of Federal assistance. 

* Director Witt expressed concem about the lack of medical outreach to shelters, parks and impromptu 
ciicainpmcnts. l i e hos ordered the Disaster Kicdical Assistance Teams (DKIATs) from Seattle and Albuquerque to 

support Red Cross activities at these sites. The Public Health Service has developed a plan of operations to support 
this mission. 

* The San Bemadino, CA, DMAT will be assigned to health clinics for disaster workers. The Orange County, CA, 
DMAT will operate a health clinic within the Disaster Field Office. The Maui, HI, DMAT mental health component 
will be activated. The Ft. Wayne, IN, and Pensacola, FL, DMATs remain on alert. 

* The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) emergency response coordinator is serving as a liaison between the 
Disaster Field Office and the LA County Health Department. CDC has also assigned a medical officer with disaster 
experience to the DFO. Two CDC Epidemiologic Intelligence Service officers assigned to Califomia are currently 
designing a post-disaster public health surveillance program with county officials. 

* FEKIA opened eleven Disaster Application Centers (DACs) yesterday, and a twe l f th today . They w i l l be open 

from 9am to 10pm daily until further notice. 

* 6,324 applications were processed via FEMA's 24-hour, toll-free teleregistration number (1-800-462-9029) during 
the past 24 hours, for a cumulative total of 13,324. FEMA has asked the Office of Personnel Management to 
provide 1 00 nr more personnel tn augment FF.MA staff serving as registrars Training is taking plane January 9.0-74 

* To date, 29 shelters have cared for 8,430 quake victims, and 39 mobile feeding units have served 53,000 meals 
to displaced persons. Two truckloads of USDA commodities were delivered for distribution to Red Cross field 
kitchens. 



(1/21/94 Disaster Update - Add ONE 

•* The Department of Defense has designated the U.S. Marine Corps base at Camp Pendleton, CA, as an altemate 
support base for Federal disaster operations. Camp Pendleton has deployed water distribution units to ten sites and 
will deploy construction units to build two parking lots near Palmdale, CA, on the Southem Pacific Railroad. DoD 
is also planning to deploy more than 220 Spanish-, Korean-, and Russian-speaking linguists to support the DACs, 
the office of the Secretaries of Transportation and HUD, and the Joint Information Center at the Disaster Field 
Office. 

•* Ten travel trailers from FEMA's storage center in Dempsey, TX, will arrive Jan. 22 and another fifteen on Jan. 
23. An order has been placed for an additional 75 units. 

•* The Federal Coordinating Officer (Frank Kishton, from FEMA Region IX) has tasked the General Services 
Administration with developing an inventory of available rental housing units in the affected area. 

* Under FEMA contracts, 175 home inspectors are working in the affected area. An additional 100 inspectors will 
be on-site by Jan. 24. Preparations are underway to increase the number to a total of 450. 

''• Department of Transportation officials are working closely with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the 
General Services Administration to provide trucking companies capable of transporting potable water into the area. 
Twenty-one trucks are now delivering bulk water supplies. 

* The U.S. Coast Guard continues to provide damage survey overflights ofthe earthquake area. Other Coast Guard 
personnel are assisting with the investigation of oil spills and pipeline discharges. 

* The Federal Highways Administration's Califomia Division is handling the State's request for Emergency Relief 
Ftmds to repair damaged highways. To date, $15 million has been allocated. 

* The Department of Energy is helping to assess necessary repairs to the Sylmar AC/DC converter station. 

* The National Aeronautics and Space Administration has been tasked to use its C-130 aerial surveillance platform 
today to photograph landslides, potential landslide sites, and soil liquefaction in the San Femado Valley region. 

Individuals wishing to make Disaster Welfare Inquiries should contact their local Red Cross chapter for assistance. 
There will be NO 1-800 number established for general public use. All callers, whether within or outside the 
continental U.S., will be referred to their local Red Cross organization. 

'•' All voluntary agencies active in the disaster area say that cash contributions is one of the best ways to meet the 
needs of disaster victims in a timely and effective manner Priority needs also include blankets, diapers, and personal 
comfort supplies. Donated clothes are NOT needed. The FEMA donations hotline is 1-800-342-1100. 

The news media are requested to publish/broadcast the FEMA toll-free disaster assistance teleregistration 
number as often as posssible: 1-800-462-9029, or 1-800-462-7585 (TDD) 

For media inquiries only. Public Affairs staff are available at the Pasadena Disaster Field Office to help 
media. Their number is 818-405-7548. 

Stations should call the FEMA Radio Network at 1-800-323-5248 for a series of recorded actualities on the 
latest developments. These will be updated daily NLT 2:30 p.m. EST. 
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FEMA-DR-1008-CA-PR#35 
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Media Contootg F E M A i (818) 40S 7S48 
S T A T E : (818) 

DISASTER APPLICATIONS PACE QUICKENS: 
POPULATION OF PARKS DECREASE 

PASADENA — State and federal disaster recovery officials say the additional people, 
phone lines and streamlined procedures have increased the number of people who have 
successfully completed the applications process. 

As of 3:30 p.m. (PST) today, a total of 16,742 families have applied for federal and 
state disaster a id , according to the Govemor's O f f i c e o f Emergency Senrices (OES) and the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEN4A). About 4,500 registered today (through 
3:30 p.m. PST). 

OES and FEMA say also that there has been a dramatic decline in the number of 
people living in area parks. On Tuesday night an estimated 20,000 people were living in 
mnVosbif t sboltors i n lor.nl pnrks; ns r>f tbis n f tomonn tbo nnmhor bns doclinoH to r>nly '^,000. 

Of those Still in parks, OES and FEMA say many can return to their homes because 
expedited housing inspections have found that they are safe: people are being encoiu:aged to 
retmn to their homes imless the homes are red-tagged by inspectors because they are not 
livable. 

Of the 16,742 families registered through 3:30 p.m. today, 12,107 applications have 
been accepted through the toll-free disaster application niunber 1-800-462-9029 and , for 
speech and hearing impa i red , l -800- ' i 62-7585 f o r those w i t h T D D s . B o t h numbers are 

operating 24 hours a day, everyday. 
People with questions about disaster application center locations or other disaster aid 

questions may call 1-800-525-0321, and 1-800-660-8005 for speech an hearing impaired 
people with TDDs. 

-end-



NEWS RELEASE 
FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL 
COORDINATING OFFICE 

F A X NewsExpress 

OES Disaster Information FROM: 
CALIFORNIA Federal /State Coordinating Office 

245 South Los Robles Avenue (3rd floor) 
California Office of Pasadena, CA 91101 
Emergency Services 

FEMA-DR-1008-CA-PR#35 
January 22, 1994 

Media Contact: FEMA: (818) 405-7548 
STATE: (818) 405-7408 

DISASTER APPLICATIONS PACE QUICKENS: 
POPULATION OF PARKS DECREASE 

PASADENA — State and federal disaster recovery officials say the addifional people, 
phone lines and streamlined procediu-es have increased the number of people who have 
successfully completed the applications process. 

As of 3:30 p.m. (PST) today, a total of 16,742 families have applied for federal and 
state disaster aid, according to the Govemor's Office of Emergency Services (OES) and the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). About 4,500 registered today (through 
3:30 p.m. PST). 

OES and F E M A say also that there has been a dramatic decline i n the number o f 

people living in area parks. On Tuesday night an estimated 20,000 people were living in 
maVeishift sbftltprs i n In ra l parVs; as o f tbis aftf^moon thp nnml ipr has Hprlinf^H to o n l y "^,000 

Of those still in parks, OES and FEMA say many can retiun to their homes because 
expedited housing inspections h.we found thnt tbey nre s.nfe: people .are be ing enconrnged to 

return to their homes unless the homos are red-tagged by inspcctors-bccausc thc '̂ arc^iot 
livable. 

Of the 16,742 families registered through 3:30 p.m. today, 12,107 applications have 
been accepted through the toll-free disaster application number 1-800-462-9029 and , for 
speech and hearing impaired, 1-800-462-7585 for those with TDDs. Both numbers are 
operating 24 hours a day, everyday. 

People with questions about disaster application center locations or other disaster aid 
questions may call l-XlK)-.'52.*)-()-i21, and I-8(K)-6()l)-80().'5 tor speech an hearing impaired 
people with TDDs. 

-end-
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THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 
JANUARY 23, 1994 

Disaster relief 
growing costlier 
for the taxpayers 
With each new catastrophe come promises of help. Is 
there a limit to what the nation will bear? 

By Frank Grevc 
i.M(j:>iiiKU WAitiiiNnrnN nvKuu 

WASHINGTON — After Presideni 
Clinton comforied Los Angeles 
earthquake victims with S379 million 
in disaster aid last week, he prom­
ised to "go back to Washington and 
figure out how to pay for it." 

Cost-be^atoned responses like that 
have become America's standard an­
swer to natural disasters. 

Critics say they are also one big 
reason wlvy fiscal catastrophe now 
threatens the nation's dlsaster-re-
spoiue systems, public and privalc. 

Taxpayers, after years of staunchly 
backing disoster aid, also appear to 
be reaching Their limits. They laid 
out an average of SSS apiece to help 
Floridians recover from Hurricane 
Andrew in 1992. then S39 each to 
help lost summer's Midwest flood 
victim.s, Now many question the cost 
— and the wisdom — of helping 

Califomians rebuild along fault 
lines or among tinderbox bills and 
canyons. 

"They want the scenery and the 
weather, and then when disaster 
hits, they want us to be compassion­
ate and pay for their problems," com­
plained Al Burgess, a retired build­
ing contractor from Green, Ohio. 

"People arc saying, 'If-you want to 
live on the coast, you bear the risk.'" 
said Beth Uillemaan, director of the 
Washington environmental group 
Coast Alliance. "'Dont pick the 
pocket of a taxpayer in Topeka, Kan­
sas, who doesn't get the ocean 
view.'" 

[<awmakers from disaste^prone 
states like Florida, California and 



INSURANCE Irom A1 
Texas, working with the Insurance 
industry, have crafted a bill thoi 
would add the risks of natural disas­
ters lo risks already covered by 
homeowners' insurance. 

A portion of the additional premi­
ums would go to the Treasury to 
create a federal backup insurance 
fund for catastrophes. 

Recent experience reveals prob­
lems in today's approach: 

Lack of insurance. Fewer than one 
in five of the 110 million Americans 
at risk of earthquake, hurricane or 
flood damage buys private insur­
ance. The remainder depend on pub­
lic assistance, principally an Sll,900 
federal disaster aid grant per family, 
plus uncmploymeat benefits, tempo­
rary housing and subsidized rebuild­
ing loans for qualified homeowners 
and businesses. 

The package is the 
worst of all possible 
deals, say critics; costly 
to taxpayers but gener­
ous enough to dissuade 
millions of potential 
buyers of disaster in­
surance. 

A federal 
flood-insurance 
program 
aimed to get 
people out of 
flood plains. It 
has had the 
opposite effect. 

Flood plains. The Na­
tional Flood Insurance 
Program, intended to 
move Americans off 
flood plains and make those who 
remained pay for their risks, is doing 
neither. 

The fund had a SSOO million sur­
plus before last summer's floods. 
Now the fund is SlIO million in the 
red. And instead of moving flood-
plain dwellers to safety, the program 
has helped many rebuild there. 

Efforts to improve the program 
and curb liability for future coastal 
development are bonied up in the 
Senate by lawmakers who live in 
coastal states: Alfonse M. D'Amato 
(R., N.Y.), Connie Mack (R.. Fla.) and 
Phil Gramm (R.. Texas). 

Underestimated risks. Hurricane 
Andrew, which forced eight Insur­
ance companies into bankruptcy, 
convinced surviving firms that they 
had seriously underestimated hurri­
cane costs and risks. 

Now, just as long-range weather 
forecasters predla a 2S-year cycle of 
more severe hurricanes, insurance 
companies warn that a major disas­
ter — defined by the industry as in 
the $50 biUion range — would bank­
rupt many overexposed carriers. 
Their failures would add Thousands 
of unprotected victims to federal as­
sistance rolls. 

While Clinton earns high grades 
from state disaster officials for re­
sponding quickly, he has not figured 
out how to afford the relief that 
victims expect- Neither has Con-
gr which agreed to exempt disas­

ter aid from a 1990 law requiring that 
any unfoi i increase in federal 
spending be offset by spending cuts 
elsewhere. 

Since then, Congress has approved 
disaster relief by huge margins — 
400-27 in the case of Midwest flood 
aid — and simply added the sum to 
annual federal deficits. 

" I don't know who's more addicted 
to disaster assistance, tbe farmers or 
the congressmen who like to pass out 
checks to constituents and say, 'Look 
what I've done for you,'" said Bob 
Frederick, legislative director for 
the National Grange, a leading farm-
cTs' organization. 

Federal authorities began to step 
in regularly in the 1950s after the 
Civil Defense program gave them 
state-level resources for nuclear di­
sasters. Politicians and Civil Defense 
officials proved eager to use them 

after natural disasters. 
Ftesident Jimmy Car­
ter created the Federal 
Emergency Manage­
ment Agency in 1978 to 
lead and coordinate the 
relief efforts of about 
SO federal agencies. 

Disaster losses never 
topped Sl billion a year 
until 1989, according to 
Jack Weber, executive 
director of the Wash­
ington-based Natural 
Disaster Coalitioa, pro­

ponents of omnibus natural-disaster 
Insurance. 

Then came Hurricane Hugo, which 
cost the insurance indusuy S4.2 bil­
Uon and taxpayers S3 billion. A half-
dozen multibillion-doUor disasters 
have followed, including Hurricanes 
Andrew (S1S.S billion for Insurers; S3 
billion for taxpayers) and Inikl in 
1992 (S1.6 billion for insurers; S1.5 
billion for taxpayers), and last sum­
mer's Midwest floods (S66S miUion 
for Insurers; billlqn for taxpay­
ers). 

Under a bill supported by 77 House 
members and 13 senators at latest 
count, natural-disaster insurance 
covering floods, wind, volcanoes, tor­
nadoes, earthquakes, tidal waves and 
hurricanes would be offered as 
standard homeowner's Insurance. 

A portion of The additional premi­
ums would go to the VS. Treasury to 
form a pool lhat private insurance 
companies could tap if the cost of a 
disaster topped S25 billion or threat­
ened to bankrupt individual compa­
nies. 

Insurers who tx>rrowed would 
have to repay the fund. If the cover­
age were to become as nearly univer: 
sal as motor-vehicle insurance, fed­
eral authorities would be spared the 
high current cost of rescuing unin­
sured disaster victims. 

The House Public Works and 
Transportation Committee has 
scheduled a t ring Wednesday on 
the plan. 
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Where he goes, disaster follows. 

RiotSy fires^ earthquake 
shake one Calif, dreamer 

By Cynthia Mayer 
WQUIitKR STAFF WRITER 

1.0S ANGELES — When camera 
crows panned the fearful crowd af ler 
the riots here two years ago, they 
captured lhe faces of many people 
who later would lose their liveli­
hoods as a result of the destruction. 

Andrew Wainrib was one of them. 
The cameras returned a year later, 

when wildfires swept down the can­
yons toward Los Angeles, swallowing 
million-dollar houses and leaving 
people homeless. Somewhere, if you 
played back the videotape, yon might 
sec a man running around In the 
background, in a futile attempt to 
save his house with a garden hose. 

Andrew Wainrib. 
Then came Monday's earthquake, 

the worst in 20 years in Los Angeles. 

Guess who was standing on the side­
walk in front of a pUe of rubble that 
had been his restaurant? 

Andrew Wainrib. 
"I'm a... disaster on wheels," says 

the 38-ycar-old restaurateur and for­
mer New Yorker. "I'm a poster boy 
for Los Angeles natural disasters." 

These days friends are asking 
Wainrib where he plans to move 
next — so ihey can move elsewhere. 

"Get away from me," a friend and 
real-eslate agent told him last week, 
making the sign of lhe cross and 
backing away. "You're jinxed." 

Wainrib has become a walking, 
tolking emblem of L.A.'s incredible 
string of bad hick — a hopeful new. 
comer who managed lo be in the line 
of nre in all three of the city's recent 

See DREAMER on A16 



DREAMER from 
disasters. 

'Tm lhe common denominator." he 
snys, cheerfully. 

Sc has lost two businesses and the 
11 nil home he ever owned to rioiing, 
fire and earthquake. Eacb time he 
hus rebounded — only to have the 
ntxt enterprise fall prey lo Los Ange­
les' latest disastor. 

Insurance agents and FKMA offi­
cers arc his buddies now. Dunk loan 
officers are his nemesis. 

The hardships have taken such a 
loU on his finances now that Wain­
rib hus gone from successful night­
club owner with patrons like Mick 
Jagger and Robert De Niro to a man 
without a business or home, living 
in a Malibu beach hut with his dog. 
Elvis. 

And even Elvis has taken some 
knocks: He was bit by one of South-

jern California's 10 million antomo-
' biles and now wallcs on three legs. 

"We're more bonded than ever." 
Wainrib says, • 

Wainrlb's tale of woe begins with 
his move from New York lo Los An­
gclcs five years ago. A fast-talking, 
wisecracking health nut with a 
string of successes at opening and 
managing trendy clubs in Manhat-
:an, Wainrib wanted to get out of the 
cold and try something new. 

So he took a job promoting volley­
ball events in L.A. He found the ulti-
mnic bachelor pad — a one-room, 
beach hut on a private beach in 
Malibu, with friendly neighbors in­
cluding Barry Diller and Genevieve 
Bujold. 

He rescued a Rhodeslon ridgeback 
from the locol pound, and named 
him Elvis. He put up a volleyball set 
and installed a waterbed. 
.So far so good. 
At first, the California dream 

oj-cned up naturally to Wainrib. He 
and a New York friend opened a bar 
and nightclub, Trinity, in Holly­
wood, in August 1992. 

To their umazeraent, it became a 
huge hit with the A-lisi Hollywood 
crowd. By winter it was packed wiUi 
up lo 350 patrons o night, people like 
Jagger and De Niro, while ISO 
wannabes stood behind velvet ropes 
out front. The TV show Melro&e Place 
used the bar's front door as its fic­
tional hangout, adding cachet. 

"I'm a poster 
boy for Los 
Angeles 
natural 
disasters." 

Wainrib began paying back inves­
tors, ond feeling good about L.A. 

"We were going to be set for life." 
he says. 

Then came Disaster 1. 
Eight monlhs after opening Trin­

ity, riots broke out in LA. following 
the Rodney King verdict 

"Thol night, on the corner, guys 
were shooting at mc," says Wainrib. 
One block over, stores were burned 
down. Ills bar was never touched, 
but he closed It for five days for 
safety's sake. 

When he reopened, "people would 
ask where wc were," and when Wain­
rib told them, they'd go elsewhere. 

"We were just a Ut­
ile farther east than 
people wanted to 
go." he says. 

Patronage fell off 
70 percent after the 
riots, he says, and 
never recovered. He 
sold the nightclub at 
a loss. 

Not to worry, though, he thought. 
He still had the weather and the 

beach. He strapped on his roller-
blades, hk the boardwalk, continued 
to play with Elvis, and counted him­
self lucky to be in LA. 

"My friends still cant believe I get 
up in The moming, put on whatever 
bathing suit is least rumpled, go out 
for a swim, then a run, and then play 
with the doE for half an hour," he 
says. "This is a good life." 

Then came Disaster 2. 
Encouraged by Trinity's success. 

Wainrib had purchased his first real 
house a few montlu earlier. It was a 
three-bedroom, three-bathroom 
1960s box — "it's kind of Peter Sell­
ers' The Party style," he says — 
perched ou the side of a canyon hill 
overlooking the Pacific 

It came with an acre that was beau­
tiful but very dry. You can guess the 
rest. 

The wildfires came in November. 
One morning, a change in wind sent 
names toward his canyon, and in six 
hours, the flames were at his door­
step. 

He tried to save the house by dous­
ing it with a hose, until — sur­
rounded by a horseshoe of fire — he 
and a teenage neighbor ran down 
the side of the mountain to safety. 
His right ankle is still scarred, from 

the dry bushes be dived through. 
The next night, he and a friend 

drove slowly up the sheer canyon 
road to see what was left of his 
house. 

Tbe memory is slill haunting. 
"Every tree is gone," says Wainrib. 

"Every branch. The hills are denud­
ed. It's dark. It's black. In the moon­
light you see there's been a nuclear 
attack." 

These days Wainrib's house resem­
bles a lenl platform. You can walk 
his entire floor plan without ever 
having to cross a wall, and stand 
before what used lo bo tho living-
room window, and bend down and 

snap a blade of grass. 
Some people might 

have moved back to 
New York at that 
point. ** 

But Wainrib 
wasn't deterred. 

"At that point I 
thought, well at least 
I have my restau­

rant." he says. 
Ah. the restaurant. 
Di-sasier Number 3. 
After selling Trinity, Wainpb at­

tempted to recoup his losses by open­
ing a beachside cafe in Santa Monica 
CanyoiL The community is Los Ange-. 
les' nonhemmosi beach town before 
Malibu. an affluent but fupky en­
clave of artists, screenwrifers and 
"endorphin junkies" Into volleyball 
and roUerbladlng. 

Wainrib opened his cafe with Sin-
jin Smith, once the world's top vol-
leyball player, and now a merchan­
diser of volleyball clothing and 
equipment. The two are friends, "and 
we just wonted a place we could 
hang out in," says Wainrib. 

The State Deach Câ e had pictures 
of volleyball players on its walls, 
and specialized in health food: 
meatless meatloaf, black beans and 
rice, and French toast for carbo-
loading. 

They opened last August, and by 
tbis winter were gening up to 120 
people for Sunday lunch. Wainrib 
served Them himself last Sunday. 

Last Monday moming, when the 
earthquake hit, Wainrib was back in 
his Malibu beach hut. with Elvis ly­
ing at the front door. The whole hut 
shook, and Wainrib rocked on his 
waterbed. 



"I knew it was the Big One," he 
says. 

But he never Imagined that his 
restaurant would be a casually. It 
just had been reinforced with steel 

Later that day when he drove down 
WGSI Channel Road for a look, though, 
he saw the sight that has caused hun­
dreds of people to stop and stare since 
then: The whole second floor of the 
cafe had collapsed in on the Tirsi floor, 
buckling loads of bricks onto the side­
walk and exposing the State Beach 
Cafe's cheeifni interior. 

"I just said, 'Oh 9-.'" says Wainrib. 
Now, Wainrib is back where he 

started, living in cozy squalor with 
Elvis in his b.achelor pad on the 
beach. Ever̂ upbeat. he still gets up 
every moming, runs, and plays witti 
Elvis. He's thankful to be alive. 

"Many people lost much more in 
one single event than I did in all 
three," he says. "You want to talk 
about jinxed, let's talk about the 44 
people who died iln the earthqoaket. 
These are just speed bumps on the 
highway of life." 

When a friend from New York 
called to invite him back into busi­
ness there, "I said, 'Buddy, it's 12 
below zero there. I don't care who ^ 
you're talking to or what you're plan­
ning.' " 

He wants lo rebuild his house and 
reopen bis cafe. 

In quiet moments, he has begun to 
wonder how it is lhat he happens to 
live at tho crossroads uf LA.'s bad 
karma. "Your gut instinct is to take a 
step back ond say, 'Why is this hap­
pening to me?'" 

And he does admit to worrying just 
a tad now and then. Lately he's taken 
to studying the way violent 'storms 
redistribute sand, and worries that 
one could wash away the foandation 
of the only home he has left, the 
beach hut 

"It almost happened two years 
ago," he says. 

And then there are the money 
problems. 

"I'm in immeasurable debt." he-
says lightly. He'll have to renegotiate 
his loons, now thst he has no income. 
The bank probably won't be happy.. 
he says — on the other hand, bis 
bank might not be in a position to 
complain. 
• "My bank is in receivership." he 
says. 
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Fewer Homeless 
Living in Parks; 
Aid Claims Rise 
Disaster Relief Officials 
Respond to Early Criticism 

By William Claiborne 

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 22—Federal and state 
disaster reUef officials said today the number of 
homeless earthquake victims living in city park.s 
without shelter has dropped dramatically. They 
also said the number of people whose claims for 
fmancial assistance are being processed is slowly 
beginning to climb. 

Responding lo criticism that bureaucratic de­
lays had frustrated many applicants for emergen­
cy housing grants during the first two operating 
days of 16 disaster assistance centers supervised 
by the Federal Emergency Management Agen­
cy. James Lee Witt, the agency's director, said. 
"I'm hoping we are going to improve day by day. 
We're trying to move this as fast as we can." 

President Clinton today released $283 nullioii , 
in inlerim emergeney funds lo help FEMA "cut 
red tape and streamline the process," Witt said. 
He said the agency has begun to implement 
changes in processing applications. 

Richard Andrews, director of the stale Orfice 
of Emergency Services, said 3.900 people were 
living in parks lasi night, compared with 14,000 
Thursday night Most of the rest, he said, had 
moved to 37 Red Cross shelters or lo more than 
200 Army tents being erected by National Guard 
troops in six city parks. 

Andrews said officials will continue to encour­
age the homeless to move into shelters operated 
by the Red Cross at schools and recreation cen­
ters so they do nol make the tent cities a perma­
nent fixture. 

"We did not want 3 repeat of what happened m 
Florida durmg [Hurricanel Andrew. We did not 
want tent cities lhal would be there for 3 long 
time." Andrews said. 

His remarks underscored the tensions lhat 
arose earb'er this week between federal disaster 
officials, who wanted the National Guard imme­
diately to erect large tent cities, .iiid slate and 
city officials, who lesisled that aolulion lo the 
housing crisis. 

FEMA officials said that as of 2:30 p.m. Fri­
day. 13.317 applications for individual emergen­
cy housing assistance, cash granls and other fed­
eral reUef programs had been received. 9.804 by 
phone and the remaining 3.513 in person at as­
sistance centers. Today the total at 3:30 p.m. 
was 16.742 applications. 12.107 made by phone 
and 4.635 in person. 

Witl said those numbers had been reached as 
FEMA struggled to set op and staff the centers 
and that he expected the daUy totals to rise dra­
matically each day. 

Joining Witt at a news conference al an assist­
ance center in North HoUywood. Housing and 
Urban Development Secretary Henry Cisneros 
said. "The system is up and running. It took us a 
bit to get it up and running, but it is now run­
ning." 

Cisneros said the response so far has been far 
swifter than after Hurricane Andrew in South 
Florida in 1992, adding. "There's only so much 
human capacity to take applications al the begin­
ning of any disaster response." 

Seeking to underscore the comparisons to past 
FEMA performances, HUD Regional Director > 
Art Agnos, former mayor of San Francisco, said 
the federal response has been "at least twice as 
fast" as the response to the 1989 Loma Prieta 
eanhquake. 

"In 1989, I never saw the PEMA director ex­
cept on the 'Larry King Live" show .i week laicr. 
1 never saw the HUD secretary except for a brief 
drop-by and press conference several days lat­
er," Agnos said. 

He said removal of debris from wrecked free­
ways in 1989 did not begin for aboul four wteks. 
while collapsed overpasses in Los Angeles have 
already been removed. 
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Hard times, long lines await quake 
survivors 

By George de Lama 
TRIBUNE STAFT WRrreR 

LOS ANGELES—As an anima­
tor for Warner Brothers v/ho 
worked on the children's televi­
sion cartoon series "Batman," Rae 
McCarson was living the good li/e 
in Southern CAlifomla. 

The pay was decent, her apart­
ment was rent-controlled and ha­
zards such as fires or earthquak­
es never made her think twice 
about having moved to Los Ange­
les three years ago from her 
hometown of Atlanta. 

Now. like tens of thousands of 
others here, McCarson. 31, finds 
herself homeless, camping at the 
home of a friend of a firiend after 
her historic, arl deco Santa Moni­
ca apartment building burst open 
like a tin can during last Mon­
day's killer B.6 earthquake. 

But like mo t̂ here. McCarson 
has no intention of leaving the 
Los Angeles an>a. 

Since her ofTice also is closed, 
she has plenty of time to apart­
ment hunt, an activity that has 
turned into comoetitive sport in 
quake-rocked Santa Monica. 

"ThLs landlady was showing an 
apartment Irom 4:30 to 5 p.m. and 
when I got*-there, there were al­
ready a bunch of cars out fl-ont." 
McCarson said. Then, with resig­
nation she added. "But at least I 
don't have lo frel aboul getting 
up enouKh money for a securily 
'Jeposit," 

'.viih gallo^vs humor and old 
fashioned pluck. Angelenos al­
ready are shifting their focus 
from Ibe recent pasl to the future, 
looking lor whatever bright side 
thcy can find in their predica­
ment aflcr 5.S people died and 
thousands were injured in South­
em California's most dostructivt 
e.-irthquakc Ihis century. 

Whether it is finding .<omp 
pUice safe to live, or commuting 
across wide swatches of Î os An­
gclcs County suddenly dismem­
bered by collapsed Freeways, resi­
dents of the nation's second-
la)ge.<!l city face daunting chaL-
longes ahead as they dig out from 
the Rihblc. 

Thi? chaotic srene.s of lone linr-; 
of frustrated earthquake victims 
f looding federal and state 
liiasaster relief offices, many of 
Ihem camping in the open de-
.«pite nightly temperatures in the 
40s. encapsulize the problems in-
lierent in recovering from the 
WMiosnroad destruction. 

Life already is hard enough in 
Los Angeles, marred by rampant 
crime, smothering smog, brutal 
traffic, a deep recession and as­
saults from Nature seemingly of 
liiblical dimensions. There are 
four seasons here, a Los Angeles 
Times writer joked the other 
clay—fire, flood, earthquake &n<i 
tlroueht. 

Now comes the season of 
reckoning, and it will be a long 
one. 

With aftershocks continuing—a 
cluster of seven hit within a 21-
minute period on Friday—no one 
knows whether more devastation 
is on the way. But looking to the 
future, some things are apparent 

There will be a traffic night­
mare for at least the next year, 
liecause of the extensive freeway 
damage and the corresponding 
overcrowding of alternative 
routes. 

And. the city's children wi l l 
face especially tough times in the 
coming weeks because an esti­
mated 150 schools have been 
damaged, at least 35 of them so 
severely that they cuuld take 
weeks or months to repair, said 
Los Angeles Unified School Dis­
trict Supt Sid Thompson. 

Most of the district's 640.000 
students wil l be back in class 
Tuesday, Thompson said, though 
iiome might have to be bused to 
other schools. The rebuilding 
cost for the cash-strapped dis­
trict could top $700 million. 

As officials tcom the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
scrambled to soothe fi*aying tem­
pers at diaster relief centers, the 
Na lional Guard put up tent cities 
to shelter some 20,000 homeless 
people camping out in park.s. 

Meanwhile, beleaguered city in­
spectors continued to work their 
way across the area to check on 
the safety of damaged structures. 
The city is awash in new plastic 
stickers, red for condemned 
buildings, yellow on structures 
marked "enter at own risk" and 
the much-sought green tags that 
mark a building oiricially safe, a 
relative concept these days In 
Los Angeles. 

Inspectors raced against the 
clock and the eloment.s during 
itte weekend, trying to inspect as 
many buildings as possible so 
residents could re-enter the safe 
ones before rains forecast for 
Sundav. 

But the system is overloaded. 
The city was receiving 300 calls 
an hour requesting inspections. 
Some 500 Los Angeles inspectors 
were reinforced by building in­
spectors from San Diego and San 

Francisco, hut with an estiniated 
30.000 lo 40,000 buildings re­
quiring Inspections, the job will 
lake weeks, at least. 

Also in demand are moving 
vans. They are parked two and 
three deep, blocking the San Fer­
nando Valley's suburban streets, 
as residents ru.">h to retrieve 
whatever can be salvaged before 
inspectors shut them out of their 
buildings. 

Many homes are a total loss, 
others might be rebuilt. But this 
process, too, will be slow, with 
homeowners awaiting the f.ow of 
promised federal dollars and al­
ready lined up for the services of 
contractors and engineers. 

For outsiders, it is hard to 
imagine what could be worth all 
this just to live here. Sometimes, 
even locals find it hard to ex­
plain. 
' Imagine being Walter Matthau 
this week. The celebrated actor 
and co-star of "Grumpy Old 
Men" suffered a reported $6 mil­
lion loss to his Hollywood Hills 
home, ihree monlhs after can-
celinc his earthquake insurance 
because he was tired of paying 
the high premiums. 

"We're still alive," he told re­
porters. " I don't know if that's 
good or bad." 

Then there was television pro­
ducer Pamela GranL Her subur- / 
ban Studio City home came off • 
its foundation and went sliding 
down a hillside last Monday— 
with her in it, pinned against a 
wall by a fallen dresser. 

Grant did not know her home 
was tumbling down a hilL She 
thought it was just part of the 
quake. 

"I'm fine, luckily." she said 
from a friend's home Friday. "All 
I have is a concussion and a 
skull fracture." 

Despite her travails, Grant, a 
native New Yorker, is not going 
anywhere, at least not for awhile. 
She has a show to produce. And 
odds are Matthau isn't leaving 
town, either. He's had it pretty 
good in Southern Califomia. 

In the Immediate aftermath of 
the quake, there was lots of talk 
of people moving away, and un­
doubtedly many will. But many 
more will not. They will stay and 
dig out and start again. 

In time, they will bask again in 
the sun and the mountains and 
the sea. shuddering and making 
smug remarks about those 
trapped in winter weather back 
East. As soon as the ground 
stops .shaking, of course. 

Sure, there are earthquakes, 
the talking heads on television 
invariably say, and wildfires and 
mudslides, loo. 



But everywhere has something, 
be it tornadoes or hurricanes or 
floods. At least here tiiere stlU is 
the good life, they say, riots and 
natural disasters be danined. 

"People are nnding out there 
are now many calamities to deal 
with whUc living In paradise" 
said historian and author Kevin 
Starr 

"These things encourage 
creativity, they build character." 

Not to mention characters, of 
which California has a world-re-

, nowned abundance. One is 92-
• year-old Leo Kossin, a foriner 

resident of an apartment build­
ing that collapsed In Northridge. 
the epicenter of the qiiake, kill 
ing 16 peopJe-

With the help of a neighbor. 
Kossin—without his glasses of 
hearing aid—made It down three 
flights of stairs to safety. Ha lost 
his wife to Parkinson's disease 
Just Jast month, and Icnew how 
dose he was to joining her. A 
neighbor, he said, was crushed to 
death in the quake. 

Kossin, a Russian immigrant 
who began his plumbing career / 
at 15 as an apprentice to his 
brother, said his philosopt̂  was 
that if you worked hard, Ufe 
would be good to you. At 92, he 
said, now he was rethinking iL 

"You bet your life I feci lucky " 
hesaid. 

Tribune staff writers Hugh Del­
lios, Jessica Seigel. special co/re-
spondent Marja Mills and Trib­
une wires contributed to this 
report 
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More aid 
goes to 
L.A. as 
it copes 
Shakon«up residents find 
ways to survive after the big 
earthquake 

By Hugh Ayneswonh 
T"E •WSwWOtON TIMSS 

LO.S ANGELES — Hundreds of 
earthquake survivors yesterday 
piled into ha.itily erected tent cities 
in what federal oITidels called the 
biBBtwt urban-assistance eflort in 
U.S. hi.stor>-. 

Meanwhile in Washington. Pi'es-
ident Clinton released an additional 
S283 million in federal nion«y to con­
tinue earthquake relief operations in 
Southern Calirornia. 

Mr. Clinton has earmarked a total 
of million for Small Business 
Administration (SBA) loans, S41 mil­
lion for emergency highway repairs 
and an extra SI43 million for the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), the White House 
said yesterday 

"Weare working hard and making 
progress to assure that assistance 
goes to Califomia residents as 
quickly as possible." presidential 
spokeswoman Dee Dee Myers said 
in a siaiemem. 

Pacing the threat of rain and ilic 
ftar nf aftershocks, quake victims 
lined up at federal disaster-relief 
centers to fill out applications for aid 
after being told that the center 
would not dispense on-thc-spot re­
lief checks. 

After last week's cliaoiic opening 
of FEM A centers, lines at the 13 cen­
ters were relatively short and or­
derly yesterday 

FEMA Director James l/ce Witt 
and Housing and Urban Dcvcloj)-
mont Secretary Henry Cisneros told 
reporters at a disaster center in 
North Hollywood that problems had 
been worked out. 

" Wc are now dealing with the larg­
est mass a.s.?istancc to people in an 
urban «cttine in llie histoi-y of Ihe 

United Slates." Mr. Cisneros said at 
a news conference "Checks are al-
nady arriving at people's homes 
from the FEMA processing centers 
as we speak." 

Of the money released by the 
president yesterday, $140 million 
will be used for SBA loans, and S l « 
million will go to FEMA activities 
such as individual grants for emer­
gency housing and family suppon, 
grants to localities for debris re­
moval, emergency services and re­
pair of public facilities. 

FEMA has advanced SlOO million 
to California in anticipation of fed­
eral reimbursements to ihe state, 
and the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development has advanced 
S200 million to the state and local 
govemments through the Commu­
nity Development Block Grant pro­
gram. The HUD money normally 
would riot have been available until 
later in the year. 

Richard Andrews, director of the 
state Office of Emergency Services, 
said that by early yesterday, 13̂ 17 
persons had registered by toll-free 
telephone calls and in person at as­
sistance centers. 

Before the news conference, Mr. 
Cisneros strolled the sprawling Vy. 
ley Plaza Recreation Center, where 
National Guardsmen erected tents 
for hundreds of homeless families. 

Art Agnos. who was mayor of San 
Francisco when the Loma Prieta 
eanhquflke struck in 1989, told re­
porters he was amazed by the im­
provement in FEMA's performance. 
" This earthquake is twice as bad. 
and the federal response has been 
twice as good." 

The guardsmen spent yesterday 
pounding stakes and tugging lines to 
erect tents fbr those who lost their 
homes and the thousands who refuse 
to live indoors until the aftershocks 
end. 

The tents are intended to shelter 
6.000 people. The number of people 
displaced by the eanhquake is elu­
sive: The Red Cross estimates that 
25.000 dwellings are uninhabitable. 
City officials estimate that 14,000 
pcopleare sleeping in parks and that 
thousands of others are camped in 
yards, in parking lots and on the 
front steps of crumbling buildings. 

Monday's quake, which measured 
6.6 on the Kichter scale, killed at 
least S5 persons and did S30 billion 
In damaRc. according to preliminary 
federal estiinams. 

In the aftermath of the canh-
qii.ilic. .survivoi-.-: told tlioir .-itorics. 

Tiie first few minutes 
Tlicre wasn't much time to think. 

It was before dawn. They couldn't 
.<!ce. Then came strange noises, shat­
tering glass, cries of anguish. 

There was nobody to call and no 
lime to do it anyway. 

Some were too feeble to get out 
Most pixibably didn't know their 
hves would be decided in seconds. 

Several elderly residents, many 
old«r than 80, in the •164-unit 
Northridije Meadows complex died 
before they knew what hit them 
when the second and third floors 
crushed the first floor to a height of 
less than a foot. 

But a few got help and got out. 
Sadie Pankou, 83, said she just 

walked out. 
"I didn't need any help," she said 

later that day "I just put on my 
sweater and walked on out." 

1̂ 0 women who lived close by 
swore they pulled her out of her 
apanmeni and had to argue with her 
when she wanted to stop lo find a 
shoe. 

"I don't want to argue with her," 
said a 60-ish woman who woul<tpot 
give her name, "but I saw them pull­
ing her 10 safely.... I guess we only 
remember what we want to." 

Paul Birkard. 81. said he was writ­
ing a letter when the quake hit at 4:31 
a.m. 

"I often can't sleep, so I get done 
what needs to be done," he said as a 
friend chuckled. 

"Anyway, I immediately ttCoughi 
of 1971," Mr. Birkard said. -It was 
different, but the panic was the 
same, at least to me." 

The last big earthquake in the San 
Fernando Valley hit Feb. 29, 1971. 
That 6.5-magnitude temblor, which 
killed 64 and injured more than 
2.000, was centered near Sylmar, 
just nortliwest of Northridge. 

: "That one came along slowly, like 
rolbng thunder," Mr. Birkard said. 
"This one felt like someone taking a 
giant battering ram to the house. It 
just went 'Fowl Bam!' 1 hid under my 
desk for a little while." 
: Wliile sining on a'curb Monday 

waiting for relatives to pick him up 
he said be didn't recall who helped 
him find his way out of the rubble. 
. "Whoever he was, he knew my 

name. I wish I knew his," he said. 
Leo Kossin. 92, another longtime 

Northridge Meadows resident, 
came stumbling out "as though he 
was heading for the grocery store," 
other survivors said. 

The white-haired Mr. Kossin was 
pictured in area newspapers, strid­
ing slowly but surely toward the 
safety of the street with a blanket 
over his arm and his hat in hand 

"He looked like George Bums 
wirhoiu the cigar." said Emily Pin-
nock, a neighbor who brought Mr 
Kossin food and water and Iiclped 
hmi locate relatives. "He is a feisty 
little fellow." 



Beverly Logglns, a 29-year-old 
grocery store clerk, looked at the ill-
fated apartment complex Wednes­
day, more than two days after the 
quake. 

" I just had to come back." she said. 
"On January IS, I was supposed to 
move in here, but my boyfriend 
moved out on mc. and I didn't have 
the deposit. I was going to hove it 
together by next week. Oh, my God. 

" I was so upsel at the time, but 
now I'm so glad he left. I'm going to 
write him a thank-you letter." 

Welcome 'Rocky' 
At 7 pounds. 8 ounces, Joseph An­

thony Mugno made his entrance 2Vi 
hours after the earthquake. 

Proud papa Bob Mugno sat back, 
awed by his wife. 

"She didn't have any medicine, no 
drugs," he said. "She was just like a 
froniierswoman. She came ihrough 
it like a champ." 

At 4 n.m. Monday, four hours after 
rushing to Henry Mayo Newhall Me­
morial Hospital in Valencia. Laura 
Miigno's labor pains increased con­
siderably. 

At 4:31 a.m., the building started 
pitching, and the lights went out. 

"The bed was moving; my wife 
was contracting across the room. 
The tawes fell over, the monitors fell 
over, operating lamps fell over," Mr. 
Mugno said. 

A backup generator kept the fetal 
monitor beeping. Somebody handed 
Mr. Mugno a flashlight. 

Their nurse had never delivered a 
baby in the dark or without a doctor. 
The Mugnos' obstetrician couldnt 
maĵ e it: His house in tlie Valley was 
destroyed by the quake. 

"The hospital was rocking, but 
she knew it was her job to get that 
baby out." Mr. Mugno said. For IVi 
hours, they endured a f lershocks and 
contractions. 

At 7:05 a.m., Mrs. Mugno, 31. gave 
binh to a healthy baby boy 

Little Joseph Anthony already has 
a tuckname. Nurses call lum Rocky. 
From quake to shakedown 

Katie Walker and KasWf Noor 
survived the eanh-.<ihattering night 
that proved fatal for 16 others in 
Northridge Meadows. But in the 
heat of the day thai followed, they 
needed water. 

They paid the price the conve­
nience store charged them: $40 for 
«ix 16-ounce bottles. 

- I just wanted the water really 
bad," Mr. Noor said. "It was the first 
day We didn't know what it wns go­
ing to be like for us after that." 

They drank thai water like wine, 
Thcy washed the dirt and grime 
from their faces and tried not to 
think about the money. 

The shakedown was not unu.suai. 
Around the city, quake victims com­
plained of price gouging by mer­
chants and street-comer entrepre­
neurs, particularly for necessities 
such as water, food and batteries. 

Late Wednesday, the Los Angeles 
Consumer Affairs Department set 
up an earthquake fraud hot line, and 
the City Attorney's Office began in­
vestigating complaints. In the first 
day. the hot line received 150 com­
plaints of price gouging, and more 
complaints flooded police stations, 
Deputy City Attorney Ruth Kwan 
said. 

•"We are not surprised because we 
had a lot of price gouging after the 
riots." she said. "At that time, we had 
no law to deal with it, so we enacted 
a law that takes effect in a state of 
emergency. This Is the first time the 
law has been used." 

Those who prey on the dire sit­
uations of others and get caught face 
a $1,000 fine and up to six months in 
jaiL 

The stories coming through on the 
hot line vary People are being 
charged from S5 to S20 for a gallon 
of water and SS to $30 for a gallon of 
milk. Batteries that normally cost 99 
cents are being sold for ns much as 
$4. 

Some gas stations have raised 
prices by 50 percent. 

"One family ordered four pizzas, 
and when ihey were delivered, they 
were told it would be $75." said Pas­
tor Herrera. Los Angeles County's 
consumer affairs director. "The guy 
was willing to negotiate but still took 
Ihem for S6S." 

Jim Migley of hard-hit Granada 
Hills spent two hours in line at a 
neighborhood hardware store for a 
piece of copper pipe for a water 
healer. The store owner, who had 
sent an employee downtown to stock 
up on the copper, was charging $17 
for each piece; the usual price is $3 
to $4. • 

Mr. Higley reflected on the busi­
ness sense of gouging neighbors: 
The store owner is going to need reg­
ular customers again. 

"He's making a fbnune today, but 
he'll go eut of business tomorrow" 
Mr. Higley said. "I ' l l never go in 
there again." 

Acts of kindness 
While many quake victims com­

plained of price gouging, others 
found strangers willing to lend a 
hand. 

Free or discounted goods from 
stores, sandwiches from anonymous 
donors and countless orher acts of 
kindness by strangers are helping 

San Fernando Valley residents cope 
with their losses. 

"Some guys came bringing water, 
and some other guys brought fruit 
tomatoes and vegetables. They just 
came and brought things. Thcy 
didn't wear any identification," said 
f l J l f t o Cabello, 24. one of about 
1.000 temporary residents of Re­
seda's West Park tent dty 

By Wednesday moming. a can-
opled donation site had opened in the 
park. Sponsored by Shell Oil Co's 
local dealers, distributors and cor­
porate office, the center will stay 
open indefinitely with its $150000 
worth of supplies, the company said. 

Distributing suppUes to the block-
long hne of people. Peggie Jaster. 27. 
of Chatsworth said she was happy to 
help. 

" I feel better about helping people 
who have it worse than 1 do right 
now." said the Shell employee, whose 
apartment was trashed and full of 
cracks. "Most everything is ruined, 
but 1 m very lucky to be alive and 
able to live in my place." 

City officials said Ralph's Gro­
cery Co. donated $20,000 worth of 
food and beverages to Los Angeles 
police officers and National Guards­
men, who kept the line for foodrniov-
mg in an orderly fashion and pro­
tected park residents at night 

Elsewhere. Lucky Food Centers 
gave bread, water, milk and other 
perishable goods to throngs of the 
newly homeless. "Wc were expect­
ing to pay," .said T&rYana resident BiJ-
lie Bielscr. 63. " I am stunned and 
surprised that people ai-p kind 
enough to do things like thisT 

A Wonder Bread truck delivered 
fi-ee bread and muffins to the park 
lUesday. she said. 

Church groups also have been 
busy donating goods, including hun­
dreds of bonlcs of water for ihc 
Reseda park. 

DHnU ^ ^^'^ ^ * ' " ' ° " ' Sparkletts 
Dnnking Water and Pepsi-Cola 
donated food and beverages to the 
Amencan Red Cross shelter at Van 
Nuys' Birmingliam High School, 
where school employees volun­
teered to serve the 600 persons who 
swyed there Tbesday and Wednes-

The donors "told us, 'Anything you 
want, just call us.' " said David Gib-



son. il Red Cn volunteer from 
lenders. The \x>s Angeles school 
dLitrict donated the meals it had 
planned to serve to students during 
tho week, he said. 

Salvation Army trucks were sta­
tioned at Valley parks, handing out 
food, water and hygiene products. 
Lumber yards, drugstores, restau­
rants and Olhcr businesses opened 
their doors despite heavy damage 
and a lack of uiilities. 

Ctisa dc Carlos, a Mexican rcstaii-
r;iiii in Wiiodlitnd Hills, served a 
limited menu even though its 
kitchen was in disarray and gas ser­
vice was not available. "We are all jn 
the same boat." owner Larry Ruiz 
said. 

The four menu items were sold for 
$4.95 a plate, $4 off the regular price, 
Mr. Ruiz said. 

An Encino Thrifty store opened 
Monday to sell batteries and other 
emergency supplies and Ttiesday to 
fill emergency drug prescriptions, 
manager Karen Hanna said. " I f cus­
tomers didn't have enough to pay for 
It Monday, we let them take it for 
what they could give." 

The 'commute lo hell' 
Brett Allison. .19, is an insurance 

aitcnt who recently left Los Angeles 
for Santa Clarita. where he and his 
wife. Tbni, have a hillside mansion 
with a pool, hot tub and panoramic 
view. 

The Allisons were lucky Monday. 
The only damage to their home was 
a ruptured gas line and a small crack 
in a chimney, "and less than a dozen 
plates and glasses were shaken 
down," Mr. Allison said. 

But he had to repon to his down­
town office Tuesday, which meant 
getting around the massive traffic 
jam at Highway 14 and Interstate 5, 
where one freeway collapsed on the 
other. It took him three hours on a 
commuter train, until 10:15 a.m., to 
get to work. 

Later in the week, as more subur­
banites returned to their city jobs, 
motori.<its dubbed the drive from 
Santa Clarita to Los Angeles "the 
commute to hell." 

On Tuesday, Mr. Allison was one of 
the first on the Metrolink, the train 
that usually makes the trip from 

Santa Clarita sotnh into ihc city in a 
little more than an hour. 

" I didnl know what to do with my­
self, just sitting there in a seat for 
that long." he said, "but after seeing 
television coverage of those who 
drove in. 111 find a way to amuse 
myself for the foreseeable future." 

Original ostimates vcrz for the 
Highway 14-Interstate S junction lu 
be shut down for at least a year, but 
Mr. Clinton told officials that is 
"unacceptable." 

-1 knew I liked eld Bill," Mr. Al­
lison said. 

Metrolink ridership was up ten­
fold by week's end. 

tragic silc when he came lo town 
Wednesday. 

-Evei"ybody was saying. 'He'll 
probably come there first.' but I 
didn't figure it that wa>: And when I 
saw that he was headed for Highway 
14 and 1-5.1 headed that way too," she 
said. " I jusl wauled lo see him and 
iliank him for coming." 

Mrs. Wimble}' didnl get close 
enough to talk to Mr. Qinton. but she 
said she saw him up clo.sc. 

"I'm glad I didn't shake his hand." 
she said after the presideni left. "1 
hadn't liad a bath in more than two 
days— But I guess he would'\i> un­
derstood. He jogs a let, as I recall" 

•We're going lo be famous' In search of terra firms 
Lupe Morales thought somethini,' 

really good might come of all this 
havoc. 

Sitting awkwardly in a plastic 
lounge chair while her two children. 
3 and 6, scooted in and out of a make­
shift compound, she grinned as 
though she had a secret. "We're go­
ing to be famous," she said. 

TWo teen-agers, hefty laco.t in 
hand, narrowed their eyes and said: 
"Sure. Lupe, Sure." 

"Yes, it will happen." she said. " I 
am going to bave the first baby of the 
quake, and we'U probably be on TV" 

Miss Morales' mother, a plump, 
friendly sexagenarian named Rosa, 
shooed the little ones outside the 
three-tent shelten "She thinks she is 
due any minute," Mrs. Morales said 
sadly, "but she isn't but about five 
months. Sometimes she forgets." 

Lupe, a 24-yeaiK>ld unwed mother 
of two, lives with Rosa and her hus­
band, LeoneL an unemployed brick­
layer, not far from Northridge Mead­
ows. 

With three other relatives, the 
Morales family lives in a three-
bedroom apartment so shattered 
that inspectors will not allow them to 
move back in. 

The family has a few clothes, lawn 
chaurs, a radio, schoolbooks and- a 
large briefcase filled with their 
most important belongings: snap­
shots of the family in Mexico two 
years ago. a Prozac prescription and 
a large picture of Jesus Christ. 

"My sister Zoila, she broke an an­
kle as furniture pinned her in an al­
cove, but outside of that, we're going 
to be all right," Mrs. Morales said. 
"We have food coming. They've 
brought us water, and a lady dropped 
off seven blankets. 

"We're alive. Thai's the important 
thing." 

"And we're gohig to be famous," 
her daughter said. 

Real estate agents in Montana re­
ported a surge of calls from Califor-
nians interested in moving to firmer 
ground in the mountains. The callers 
probably don't know that Montana's 
terra is not so firma. 

"We've received calls from as far 
south a.*! San Diego." said B J. Drum-
mond. bmkcivjwncr of Erickson and 
Associates Realtors in Hamilton, 
Mont. "When the land goes bump out 
there, they start looking elsewhere." 

"We've gotten several calls fi-om 
people who thought about this area 
in the past and didnt qu^e have the 
kick in the butt that it took to make 
the move." said Ginny Homing, a 
real estate broker in Missoula. "Now 
they're saying, 'We're ready.'" 

The callers apparently are not ge­
ologists: Montana is fourth among 
states in seismic activity It logged 
774 earthquakes last year, though 
none caused any dainage in the 
sparsely settled sutd The lar 
April 1 near Helena, measured 3.9 
on the Richter scale. 

• This article is based in pan on 
wire service reports. 

Blood, sweat and tears 
Diana Wimbley, 43. a school­

teacher who lived "and damn near 
died" near the Northridge Meadows 
apartments, figured that ihc pres­
ident would probably not visit tlic 
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Health Concerns Mounting 
As Tents Rise After Quake 

BySETHMVDANS 
Spedal loThr Hew Yerk Times. 

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 22 - Hundreds 
of green canvas tents went up today in 
parks around the city as thousands of 
earthquake refugees b^an a new rou­
tine, cooking breakfast on campfires. 
combing their hair in their car mirrors 
and driving off on errands. 

Late into the night Friday, Henry G. 
Cisneros, the Secretary of Housing, 
moved among (he tents and through 
disaster-relief centers, looking over the 
shoulders of his employees and escori-
log applicants ihrough the process as if 
trying by force of will to speed a slug­
gish bureaucracy. 

With scenes of homeless people 
camped under cardboard and plastic 
and long lines of angry applicants 
stranded outside disaster-relief cen 
ters. the Clinton Administration is ea 
gcr 10 ease public frustration after the 
earthquake on Monday. 

The Administration moved quickly 
10 streamline the appliceiion process 
for housing grants, to open more disas­
ter-assistance centers and to double 
the number of telephone operators han' 
dling requests for assistance over a 
special line. 

He announced the decision to open 
six tent cities suddenly on Friday, with 

Quake officials 
fear tent cities 
may become 
permanent. 

rain forecast for Sunday, despite an 
internal debate over whether (hey 
would become a longierm problem for 
(he ci(y, 

•Temporary' Tents 
"The strategy of tcnls is to be tempo­

rary," Mr. Cisneros emphasized. "The 
danger is that It will be impossible (o 
lukf Ihcm down, and ciiy officials ic-
t:iilmaicly were cunccmcd ihui wc 
were pulling up some facilidcs tliai 
would be.there for a very long, time." 

To prevent this, he said, large lenis 
\Mcrc being used lo minimize my feel­
ing of home, and people were being lold 
Ihey had about three weeks lo find 
housing. 

Many of the refugees said they con­
tinued to sleep in the open out of fear, 
even though their homes had been 
found to be structurally sound. Some 
people camped out wiihin sight of ihcir 
apartments, returning in the morning 
10 make breaklast and baihe. 

Vf.iniij Leyva, a 2.')-yp.ii-oid shippintj 

clerk who is one of ihe Hispanic immi­
grants who make up the overwhelming 
majority of the refugees, said he was 
avoiding any buUding with a roof. " I 
don't feel saie in any place," he said. 
"I'm really scared. I don'i want to put 
my family in any shelter or any build­
ing." 

Mr. Cisneros said tents erected by 
the National Guard could accommo­
date up to 6,000 people and that other 
tents would be obtained from other 
sources if needed. Tbe Red Cross said 
4.000 people wero living in ils shelters 
and another 6,000 were camped outside 
Ihem. The National Guard estimated 
lhal 14,000 people were sleeping in 
parks. 

Will) fears rising over sanitation and 
illness in the camps, and with ihe sound 
of coughing coming increasingly from 
the tents, the county health department 
sent teams of doctors and nurses to 
tour Che tent cities. Hospital emergen­
cy rooms, which handled thousands of 
earthquake injuries over recent days, 
reported an increasing number of ex­
posure-related illnesses. 

As soldiers swung circus-sized wood-
•en mallets to put up (he heavy canvas 
teats — most of them able to house 30 
people — the Red Cross, the SalvaUon 
Army and other private organizations, 
BS well as some neighbors, served food 
and hot coffee. Generators provided 
lighting, but no heat, inside the tents as' 
temperatures dipped into the 40*s. 

Some city parks took on the look of 
refugee camps as adults sat outside 
their shelters while children played 
ball, religious organizations handed oul> 
food and clothing, clowns performed! 
skits and armed and hel meted soldiers 
stood guard to maintain order. The air 
was filled with the smell of wood 
smoke, and seagulls picked through (he 
garbage. 

"These are not tent cities," said MaJ. 
Dan Nation, a spokesman for (he Na­
tional Guard in a refrain heard at refu­
gee camps around the world. "These 
are temporary, emphasize temporarv. 
shellers." 

GeKinitThcm lo Shelters 

Mr. Cisneros. who flew here immedi­
ately after the earthquake, said he 
hoped ihai a speeded-up disaster-as­
sistance program would help people 
move quickly into new housing. 

By late Friday night, the first 500 or 
50 of what he said could be 10,000 
certificates for temporary housing had 
been issued, without the normal wait 
for vcrificaiion of damage by housing 
inspectors. Me said more disaster-as-
sisiance centers were being opened, 
wiih workers receiving crash courses 
in ihc complicated pi-ocLxlurcs, } 
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Quake and Freeze May Slow 
Economy Only in Short Term 

The California earthquake and lhe 
Arclic cold in the East together may 
shear as much as half a perccnlagc 
point or more from economic growth 
this quarter, some economists say. but 
later this year may actually give the 
economy a boost. 

While the earthquake and the freeze 
will depress growth tl«s winter as 
transportation is disrupted, factories 
are shut and consumers huddle at 
home, by the spring and summer, 
growth should increase as people 
spend to replace objects thai were de­
stroyed and rebuild from the eanh­
quake. 

Sophisticated Guesses 
Indeed, some economists say that by 

the end of 1894, the country's employ­
ment and Gross Domestic Product are 
likely to bt slighUy higher lhan they 
would have been without nature's in­
tervention. 

Although lhe estimate.s5f damage 
from tho earthquake in Los Angcle.s 
are still liule more than sophisticated 
guesses, the growing sense among 
business executives, govemmem offi­
cials and economists is (hat the impact 
will be larger than that of the San 

BySYLVIA NASAR 

Francisco earthquake, which resulted 
in about $7 bUlion in damage. The dev-
aslaiion could (all somewhere between 
that of the fiood in ihe Midwest last 
year ($10 bUUon) and thai of Hurricane 
Andrew in 1992 (130 bilUon), they say. 

"This is larger than San Francisco," 
said Wesley Ooms, an assisiani vice 
president for State Farm Insurance. " I 
don't think ii's more lhan Andrew." 

Forecasters at DRI/McGraw Hill, a 
research company tn Lexington, Mass., 
are among those who this week scaled 
back their estimates of growth in the 
first quarter Iwcausc of the quake and 
the cold, and raised their estimates lor 
the second quaster. DRl reduced lis 
first-quarter estimate to an annual 
rate of 15 percent, from 3.2 percent, 
because il expects weaker retail sales, 
less production and fewer new jobs. 
DRl has cut its forecast of job growth 
in January by 40,000 jobs, to 150,000, 
from 190.000. 

The impact of the cold wave, though 
less visible than lhat of the eanhquake. 
has also feen pronounced. "When day 
after day cities are setting now records 
for cold by a substantial margin, it's an 



incredible event," Mr. Ooms said. 
In most of the frozen Nonheasi. 

more people have been killed than in 
the quake, large companies have 
closed because of power shortages and 
ice and snow have .slowed freight and 
travelers, and kept shoppers away 
from malls. Home building has come to 
a standsilll. 

How much the icy weather will affect 
quarterly growth depends on how long 
It lasts. So far, ilii; damage is being 
done in January and. by the time the 
quarter is over, lost production and 
sales may be recouped. The freeze is 
forcing homeowners to add to the econ­
omy's growth by buying more heating 
fuel and paying for plumbers and new 
pipes, sometimes with insurance 
checks. 

"The cold doesn't get us headlines, 
bui we pay out a lot of money" Mr. 
Corns said. "It's the frozen pipes; we 
call il the silant catastrophe." He add­
ed that insurers might pay as much for 
this cold snap as they did for Hurricane 
Hugo, nearly 55 billion. 

While natural disasters ire not good 
for the economy, ilicy can temporarily 
lill growili after the initial disruption. 
"Floods, hurricanes and earthquakes 
are very bad for people, but they tend 
to raise the G.D.P.," said Alan Blinder, 
a member of the Council of Economic 
Advisers. "Generally you see a small 
dip in the C.D.P. in the short run. then a 
bigger rebound. This has to be a posi­
tive for G.D.P. this year." 

"By no stretch of the imagination is 
California better off because of the 
earthquake," he added. "If you lost a 
$100,000 home, and, as a result, worked 
harder and earned $10,000 more next 
year. G.D.P.. which is a measure of 
production, is ahead. Rut you're not 
ahead." 

The Biggest 
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A Disrupted Economy 

The impact of the quake will be felt 
for years, mostly, of course. In Califor­
nia, whieh has been stuck in a deep 
recession for more than three years. 

The quake has disrupted the Los 
Angeles economy - closing its biggest 
shopping malls, snariing traffic and 
Keeping thousands too preoccupied to 
go to work, much less go shopping _ 
whlh'J'i""̂  '° """-sm. 
Which had started to show signs of life 
this summer. Widespread damage to 
highways has created havoc for truck­
ers and turned some commutes into 
four-hour travails. That could depress 
productivity for years and also prompt 
more businesses and workers to move 
out, 

Bui while the quake might postpone 
a sluggish economic recovery in Call-

, forma for a few months, economists 

said, it is not likely to prevent it from 
happening. 

One reason, of course, is that the 
Clinton Adminislration, with an eye on 
the 1996 election and California's 54 

A recovery in 
California may be 
postponed, but 
not prevented. 

electoral voies. is likely lo pull oui all 
lhe Slops lo help ihc Slate. 

"This will be the president'.-J excuse 
for a California aid package." said 
David Schulman. chief equity .̂ iirat-
egisi for Salomon Broihers. Tho presi­
dent has already pledged $45 million in 
emergency highway funds and more. 

A Pcsitive Net Effect 
Fvcn if Washington were noi in-

ciined to bo more gencrou.'i lhan usual 
cconomi.sts said, the nei effect on Cali­
fornia's G.D.P. and employment _ if 
nol on us quality of life and business 
environmeni ^ later in the year was 
apt to be posiiive. 

••We sec a ver>' gradual recovery hy 
mid-summer." said Larry kimbcll di­
rector or the University of California at 
Los Angeles's Business ForGcastino 
Project. "1 don'i see a wrecking ball 
lliai knocks us back into recession " 
added Jack Kyser, chief economist if 
the Economic Development Corpora­
tion of Los Angeles County. "Dasicallv 
you have a hiccup on the road to rccovJ 
e? In 1995 " 

Afier looking at the con.-ii ruction 
boom that followed Hurricane Andrew 
Mr. Kimhell said as many a.-: 10 000 
jobs could be created in ihe Los Aiige-

, "We-ve goi four or Jjve emergency 
contrdcis now." said John Cash, chief 
financial officer of Ka.sler Holding Cor-
poialion, a huavy constniction compa­
ny. People are clamoring for solu­
tions. Theoreiically. the money's avail­
able Now the .state ju.si has to figure 
out how to make it happen." 



Sun(]ay, Jan. 23, 1994 

QUAKE-AFTERMATH 
LOS ANGELES (AP) _ President Clinton has released an additional 

S283 million in federal funds to continue earthquake relief 
operations in Southern California. Press Secretary Dee Dee Myers 
says $140 nullion will be for Small Business Administration loans 
and the other $143 million for a range of Federal Emergency 
Management Agency activities. People driven from their homes by the 
quake and fear of aftershocks were still pouring into hastily 
erected tent cities and shelters early Sunday. Chilly temperatures 
and light rain complicated the effort. 



THOUSANDS OF QUAKE HOMELESS MOVE INTO TENT CITIES 
Eds: updates with homeless evacuated from flood-prone park, 

temporary classrooms provided) 
By Michael Miller 
LOS ANGELES, Jan 22 (Reuter) • Thousands of people left 

homeless by Monday's earthquake moved into military-built tent 
cities Saturday as forecasts of heavy rain sparked fears of a 
new natural disaster in the making — mudslides and flooding. 

Forecasters said the area could get up to an inch (2.5 cm) 
of rain Sunday, enough to trigger mud and rockslides on 
hillsides already weakened by Monday's 6.6 magnitude earthquake 
and thousands of aftershocks that followed. 

More than 250 people made homeless by the Northridge 
earthquake were evacuated from a park in suburban Van Nuys which 
is prone to flooding and were bussed along with their meagre 
belongings to another park on higher ground. 

The quake killed at least 55 people and caused as much as 
$30 billion in damage. It made 25,000 people homel&ss and threw 
thousands out of work as buildings collapsed, forcing businesses 
to close. 

More than 7,800 people were hurt, 1,300 of them senously. 
Earthquake victims received a boost Saturday from President 

Clinton who announced the release of $283 million in fresh funds 
to help disaster relief efforts. 

Clinton Thursday gave Califorma a $100 million advance for 
earthquake repair and announced an extension of 100 percent 
federal financing for emergency work in Los Angeles. 

Tlie funds were in addition to the $140 million In aid that 
Clinton released for quake victims during a visit Wednesday. 

In a rallying cry during his weekly radio address Saturday 
Clinton said, "Los Angeles will come back. Together with the 
people of Los Angeles, we'll help to make that happen." 

The Hrst National Guard tent city was set up Saturday in a 
park in suburban Canoga Park, which will be home for the next 
few weeks at least for 1,500 of the newly homeless. 

Five similar tent cities were set up in other parks 
throughout the region to accommodate about 10,000 people. 

The tent cities are equipped with army field kitchens or Red 
Cross cooking facilities, as well as toilets, showers and 
electricity. Cots and sleeping bags were also provided. 

Another 9,000 quake homeless were Uving in shelters set up 
in community centres and recreation halls by the Red Cross and 
local authorities. 



But that still left 4,000 with nowhere to go. Teams of 
psychiatrists and social workers toured parks where people have 
been living rough since Monday, urging those who still had homes 
to return to them. 

Many of the park dwellers, authorities say, have homes that 
are damaged and still habitable, but residents are too 
frightened to retum to them. 

Califomia Govemor Pete Wilson, in an interview Saturday on 
CNN's "Newsmakers" programme, said some of the difficulty in 
getting people, many of whom are immigrants, to move into 
shelters may be cultural. 

"A lot of the people who decided to camp out in the parks 
understandably are veiy much on edge," Wilson said. "They come 
from countries where being in or near unreinforced masonry in an 
earthquake is very likely to mean death." 

Maria Saldano, 60, who has been living in a park in 
Northridge, returned to her apartment, but fled in terror when a 
4.6 aftershock hit. "I just can't stay there. I'm too afraid. I 
feel safer here," .she said. 

Wilson announced Saturday that 227 portable classrooms were 
being shipped to the city from other parts of Califomia to 
allow thousands whose schools were wrecked by the quake to 
resiune their resume their studies as early as next Thursday. 

FEMA, which has come under sharp criticism for its 
inadequate response, opened six new one-stop disaster relief 
centres, bringing the number of places in the area where people 
can apply for housing vouchers, financial assistance and low 
interest loans to 18. 

U.S. Housing and Urban Development Secretary Henry Cisneros 
assured quake victims camping out in a park Saturday that they 
would get either cash or vouchers to pay for housing while their 
homes are being repaired or rebuilt. 

He urged them to remain calm. "We don't need a kind of 
crush, a panic, because we're fearful that the money or the 
certificates (vouchers) are going to run out. We're not going to 
let that happen," he said. 

Officials served notice of prosecution Saturday on more than 
100 San Fernando Valley merchants for price gouging. 
REUTER 



Victims Move Into Tent Cities 
LOS ANGELES (AP) _ People driven from their homes by an 

earthquake and fear of aftershocks poured into hastily erected tent 
cities Saturday as the govemment mobilized what it called the 
biggest urban relief effort in U.S. history. 

The approaching threat of rain prompted the evacuation of one 
cmde encampment in a city park that lies in a flood plain. 

At federal disaster relief centers, long lines of angry 
supplicants were giving way to more orderly queues as word got out 
that Washington was processing applications, not dispensing 
on-the-spot assistance checks. 

And in hard-hit areas of the San Fernando Valley and Santa 
Monica, scores of gawkers m cars, on bikes and on foot _ 
surveyed damage on a sunny afternoon. 

"It's amazing," said Granada Hills resident Julie Gibbs, 
gazing at a collapsed section of the Northridge Fa<f;hion Center. 
"What if the mall had been open during the quake?" 

One of the first to take shelter under canvas was Elvira Torres, 
19, of Canoga Park, who spent a fitful night sleepmg in a tent 
pitched in center field of a local high school's baseball diamond. 
But she considered a narrow cot and screaming babies an improvement 
over the previous two nights she spent outside in a nearby park. 

"It was cold. It was freezing, even though I had two 
blankets," said Ms. Torres, who fears returning lo her damaged 
apartment while aftershocks contmue. "But at least I have a cot 
and I'm not sleeping on the ground." 

After last week's chaotic opening of Federal Emergency 
Management Agency relief centers, lines at the 13 centers were 
relatively short and orderly Saturday. 

FEMA Director James Lee Witt and Housmg Secretiiry Henry 
Cisneros told reporters at a disaster center in North Hollywood 
that problems had been worked out. 

"We are now dealing with the largest mass assistance to people 
in an urban setting in the history of the United States," Cisneros 
said at a news conference. "Checks are already arriving at 
people's homes from the FEMA processing centers as we speak." 

Richard Andrews, director of the state Office of Emergency 
Services, said that by early Saturday, 13,317 people had registered 
by toll-free telephone calls and in person at assistance centers. 

Before the news conference, Cisneros strolled the sprawling 
Valley Plaza Recreation Center, where National Guard troops erected 
tents for hundre(]s of homeless families. 

The victuns, most of whom speak little English, were desperate. 



"Ninety-seven children got sick last night because of the cold 
_ just here in this park," Ruth Sanchez told Cisneros as she held 
her 9-year-oId daughter, who has an ear and throat infection. 

Cisneros' response was firm. 
"I tell you, totally sincerely _ go to a Red Cross shelter," 

he said in Spanish. They agreed to go, and Cisneros gave them $5 
for gas. 

Art Agnos, mayor of San Francisco when the Loma Prieta 
earthquake stmck in 1989, told reporters he was amazed at the 
improvement in FEMA's performance. "This earthquake is twice as 
bad, and the federal response has been twice as good," he said. 

National Guard troops spent Saturday pounding stakes and tugging 
guy lines, erecting tents to temporarily harbor those who have lost 
their homes _ and the thousands who refuse to go back indoors until 
the aftershocks end. 

The tents are intended to shelter 6,000 people. The exact number 
of people displaced by the earthquake is elusive: The Red Cross 
estimates 25,000 dwellings are uninhabitable. City officials 
estimate 14,000 people were sleeping in parks and thousands of 
others were camped in yards, parking lots and on the front steps of 
their cmmbling buildings. 

The quake, which measured 6.6 on the Richter scale, killed at 
least 55 people and did $30 billion in damage, according to very 
preliminary federal estimates. 

Some developments Saturday: 
_ The 13th FEMA disaster center opened, in South Central Los 

Angeles. 
_ President Clinton relea.sed an additional $283 million iu 

federal funds to continue earthquake relief operations. Press 
Secretary Dee Dee Myers said $140 million will be for Small 
Business Administration loans and tbe other $143 million for a 
range of Federal Emergency Management Agency activities. 

Including Saturday's release, the president has announced $639 
million for SBA loans, $41 million for emergency highway repairs, 
$143 million in new FEMA funds, the White House said. 

_The number of aftershocks dropped dramatically in the last 24 
hours, said Kate Hutton, seismologist at the Califomia Institute 
of Technology in Pasadena. Only four aftershocks of magnitude 3.0 
or greater were recorded Saturday, and the trend is likely to 
continue, she said. 

_ Los Angeles County said it would aggressively enforce an 
emergency prohibition on price gouging. Consumers have lodged about 
400 complaints, and the city attorney's office has delivered more 
than 100 hearing notices to busmesses accused of hiflated pricing. 



_ The Southland Corp. said it may revoke the franchise licenses 
of three 7-Eleven operators for price gougmg after the 
Dallas-based company sent undercover buyers into the stores. 

_ Inspectors continued checking buildings, finding damage to 
3,600 of the 3,896 checked as of Saturday morning. They declared 
529 buildings unsafe, including 361 homes and apartment buildings. 

_ The Red Cross opened flve new shelters, bringing the total to 
36. The agency, which is sheltering 6,000 people indoors, is also 
putting up tents to shelter 3,000 people outside the centers who 
refuse to come inside. 

Among the Red Cross volunteers was L.A. Party Rents Inc., which 
supplies tents for movie premieres and weddings. 

"We called the national disaster relief and offered help," 
general manager Jerry Nehus said. "They called us yesterday and 
told us to get it going unmediately to house 1,800 people by this 
aftemoon." 

Many of the people camping out were homeless partly by choice. 
Their homes are damaged but standing, but they are afraid to move 
back in until the aftershocks subside. 

The threat of rain prompted the city Recreation and Parks 
Department to evacuate refugees in a makeshift camp in Woodley 
—More-
Park, which lies in a flood-prone spot in Van Nuys. 

About 2,000 people stayed at the park the night after the 
earthquake. The number had dwindled to about 250 on Friday night, 
and the rest trickled out Saturday without complaint. 
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Tent cities erected for quake victuns 
By CYNTHIA LITTLETON 

LOS ANGELES (UPI) _ Members of the Califomia National Guard set up 
scores of tents Saturday for the thousands left homeless by Monday's 
earthquake as victims of the quake continued to crowd shelters and 
disaster relief centers. 

Rain is expected to hit Southem Califomia by Sunday moming. 
"This is the Valley Hilton. There's no carpet, no cable TV, no big 

screen TV," Guardsman William Turnage said jokingly as he drove a tent 
stake into the grassy baseball field behind the Winnetka Community 
Center in Canoga Park. 

The Guard expects to provide shelter for 14,000 quake victims, but 
Guard public information officer Christine Lurton said it has been 
nearly impossible to keep track of the number of people in the parks at 
any given time. 

On Saturday, guardsmen pitched tents at five sites in tbe earthquake-
ravaged San Fernando Valley, Lurton said, with tentative plans to open 
two more tent cities if needed. 

While the guardsmen worked, hundreds of visibly exhausted valley 
residents lined up to pick up or turn in applications for federal 
disaster relief funds. Federal Emergency Management Agency ofHciaLs 
said the number of people in line had thinned out considerably since the 
center opened Thursday. 

But the harsh reality of homelessness was still just beginning to 
sink in for many of those who waited, applications in hand. 

"We don't know what to do. We're trying to move, but it's very hard 
to find a place we can afford," said high school senior Erick Ca.stillo, 
18, of Canoga Park. 

Most of those still living in the parks and shelters are poor, and 
have no place else to go, hut many are also too frightened to return to 
homes deemed safe by city building inspectors, one Red Cross official 
said. 

On the grounds of Northridge Junior High School, about 150 people are 
living in cars and makeshift tents with few of the meager amenities 
available just a mile away at the Winnetka Red Cross Shelter. 

The stench of human waste hangs over the beleagured crowd, many of 
them umnigrants who have fled the quake-damaged apartment complexes on 
the surrounding streets. 

Officials from the Red Cross and other relief agencies dropped off 
food, water and two portable toilets earlier in the week, but on 
Saturday many of the families were fed by their more fortunate 
neighbors. 

"There's too much damage in my house to go back. I haven't heard 
nothing from the landlord," Northridge resident Paco Tamayo said, 
gesturing to his apartment building across the street. 



Officials from the Los Angeles County Health Department visited the 
school site Saturday, trying to determine if the people were simply 
afraid to go back to their apartments and how many had no place to go. 

"This is a bad breeding ground for communicable diseases," county 
representative Fran Thom said. "Considering what the area is facing 
right now, we're lucky if we don't have a public heahh disaster to deal 
with next." 
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(1/23/94 Disaster Update - Add ONE 

* The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has approved LA County's request for emergency food stamps and the 
program will begin on Monday, Jan. 24. USDA officials will also visit food banks and other food distribution and 
feeding sites to determine the need for immediate and long-range food support. 

* U. S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is coordinating all water supply missions. Bulk water is being distributed 

to 12 locations using a fleet of 33 tankers under contract. 

* GSA has awarded contracts to supply a total of 1.5 milhon gallons of bottled water. Each water distribution site will 
now receive one truckload (800 cases) every other day. 

* Two mobile health clinics that arrived in the area yesterday from the 'VA Medical Centers in Fayetteville, NC, and 
Poplar Bluff, M O , will be deployed to LA area encampments. 

* A Medical Support Unit (MSU) has been organized at the West Los Angeles "Venterans Administration (VA) Medical 
Center as a base camp for Disaster Medical Assistance Teams (DMATs). Two public affairs officers from the VA and 
the Food and Drug Administration will operate a Public Information Office at athe MSU to handle the anticipated large 
volume of media requests regarding medical activities. 

* The first 20 USAGE structural engineers have arrived to perform safety and habitability inspections of public buildings 
in the LA and Van Nuys areas. An additional four structural engineers with urban search & rescue skills have been 
requested to assist the Santa Monica Fire Department in temporary shoring operations. 

* LA County and the State of California have asked the Environmental Protection Agency to provide contractors to 
monitor a variety of buildings for hazardous materials and radiological traces. Beginning Monday, Jan. 24, teams will 
inspect 1,300 buildings prioritized by the State. These include large retail estabhshments, commercial and industrial 
complexes, college and high school laboratories, and small retail buildings. 

* All voluntary agencies active in the disaster area say that a cash contribution is one ofthe best ways to meet the needs 
of disaster victims in a timely and effective manner. Priority needs also include blankets, diapers, and personal comfort 
supplies. Donated clothes aie NOT needed. The FEMA donations hotline is 1-800-342-1100. 

TTie news media are requested to publish/broadcast the FEMA toll-free disaster assistance 
teleregistration number as often as posssible: 1-800-462-9029, or 1-800-462-7585 (TDD) 

For media inquiries only. Public AfTairs staff are available at the Pasadena Disaster Field Office to 
help media. Their number is 818-405-7548. 

A 24-hour satellite TV information service has been activated in the Disaster Field Office (DFO) to 
provide accurate and timely information about response and recovery activities. This "Recovery 
Channel" can be received by cable systems and commercial stations throughout Southern California 
and the rest of the U.S. Regular news briefings will be uplinked along with other news events. 
Satellites are Ku Band, SBS, Transponder 4, 3.840 horizontal and C Band, Galaxy 6, Transponder 7, 
11.872 horizontal. 

Stations should call the FEMA Radio Network at 1-800-323-5248 for a series of recorded actualities on 
the latest developments. These will be updated daily NLT 2:30 p.m. EST. 
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governments affected by the Northridge Earthquake i n Southem Cal i fomia . 

SITUATION 
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location. 

* Aeriail reconnaissance just completed revezded little risk of landslide deposits reaching residents in Simi Valley, 

to mountziin roads. 

FEDERAL RESPONSE ACTIVITES 

* Thirteen Disaster Application Centers (DACs) are now open. Hours zure 9am-10pm ddly until further notice. 
Additional DACs will be opened after suitable sites are identified, and six mobile DACs are expected to be in operation 
by Tuesday, Jzm. 25. Applications to date totzd 8,713. 

* The 1-800-462-9029 teleregistration number (TTD: 1-800-462-7585) took 14,063 applications over the past 24 hours, 
for a cumulative total of 37,889. Due to the extreme volume of calls, an additionzd 300 registrars are being trjiined to 
a n g m p n t tVtp r n r r p n t ^ts^fT r t f 70.S a n H t l i r p p c a t p U l i t p t p l p r p g i c t r a t i n n r p n t p r ^ 3 r p V i p i n g nHHpH 
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(MRRS) detachments from Colorado. Washington and Teyas will continue to provide rommiinir.ations for the DACs. 

* The preliminary damage assessment ( 50% complete) shows a total of 14,499 residences either damaged or destroyed. 

* To date. 32 Federal shelters (31 Red Cross, 1 Salvation Army) have rarer! for 1 1.432 Hisplar.ed inriividiials. Mobile 
feeding units continue to provide food to earthquake victims. To date, over 79,000 meals have been served by mobile 
feeding units (38 Red Cross, nine Salvation Army, five -Southern Baptist). An additional 42 Red Cross units are en route 
to the disaster airea. 

* The National Guard has established five temporzu-y emergency park shelters and erected tents to house an additional 
6.700 victims. The Salvation Army will manage these sites and other voluntary apenries will provide mobile feeding. 
The Geuci al Sci vices Administiation (GSA) is also puixhasing 3,000 family-size tents foi distribution to faiiiilics living 

in front yards and in parks. GSA has also ordered 3,000 camp stoves, 3,000 lanterns, and 3,000 fire extinguishers to 
accompany the tents. 
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A 24-hour satellite TV information service has been activated in the Disaster Field Office (DFO) to 
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Satellites are Ku Band, SBS, Transponder 4, 3.840 horizontal and C Band, Galaxy 6, Transponder 7, 
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A summary qf information gathered today from situation reports from FEMA's Emergency Support 
Team, Federalresponse agencies, the Disaster Field Office in Pasadena, the Stale of Califomia and local 
govemments affected by the Northridge Earthquake in Southem Califomia. 

SITUATION 

* 56 deaths have been confirmed. F.stimateri number of injured; 8.335. inrliiHing 1.063 hospitalized. 

* Approximately 700 customers remaun without electricity. All telephone systems are operating normally, with high 
t i i i fTic vo lumes l e p o i t c d f o l l o w i n g eiftci-shocks. C o i n te lephone bmiks me be ing p r o v i d e d by c a i i i e i s at each shcl tci 

location. 
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to mountain roads. 

F E D E R A L RESPONSE A C T I V I T E S 

* Thirteen Disaster Application Centers (DACs) are now open. Hours are 9am-10pm daily until further notice. 
. A d d i t i o n a l D . \ G c ^s-il l b o o p o n o d a f t o r c u i t a b l o ci toc o r o i d o n t i f i o d , a n d o i j i m o b i l o D . \ G c a r o o j i p o o t o d t o b o i n o p e r a t i o n 

by Tuesday, Jan. 25. Applications to date total 8,713. 

•'• T l i e 1-600-402-9029 le le regls i ra i lon i m u i t j e r ( T T D : 1-600-402-7000) look 14,003 appUcai lous over lUe past 24 Hours, 
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(MERS) detachments from Colorado, Washington and Texas will continue to provide communications for the DACs. 

* The preliminary damage assessment (50% complete) shows a total of 14,499 residences either damaged or destroyed. 

feeding units continue to provide food to earthqucike victims. To date, over 79,000 meals have been served by mobile 
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to the disaster area. 

* T h e N a t i o n a l G u a i d has established f ive t e m p o i a i y emergency p a i k shelters and erected tents to house an a d d i t i o n a l 

G,700 Vic l ims . T h e Sa lva l iu i l A m i ) ' w i l l i i i m i d ^ c Llicac ailcs arid o l l i c i v o l u i i l c u | dgeliciea w i l l p r o v i d e r i i ub l l c f eed ing . 

The General Services Administration (GSA) is also purchasing 3,000 family-size tents for distribution to families living 
i l l f i u r r l y a r d s m r d i n p a r k s . O G A Iras a l s o o i d c i c U 3 , 0 0 0 c o r r i p s l o v c s , 3 , 0 0 0 l a r i l c i i i s , a r r J 3 , 0 0 0 H r c c A l i i i g u i s l r c i s l u 

accompany the tents. 
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A Message From The President 

To the people of Southem Califomia: 

On January 17, our country awakened lo the tragic news of the devastating 6.6 
earthquake in Southem Califomia. Americans watched news coverage in horror as you endured 
your third major disaster within the past twelve months. We simultaneously mourned for those 
of you who suffered, and marveled lhat so many of you were spared. We stopped to feel 
thankful that this violent act of nature occurred at 4:30 a.m. on Dr. King's birthday, instead of 
during a work day commute. And then we mobilized. 

Govemor Pete Wilson quickly requested a Presidential disaster declaration, and with my 
concurrence, the Federal Response Plan has been activated. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) is tasked to co-coordinate recovery efforts with the State of 
California's Office of Emergency Services. Disaster assistance personnel from FEMA and OES, 
as well as thousands from local and volunteer organizations are working diligently to identify 
and offer every form of available reUef. And though they wouldn't ask it—we thank them. 

The Northridge earthquake struck an urbaii area that is home to a productive, diverse 
population representing the best blend of our American melting pot. We want reconstruction 
of more than just infrastructure-we want communities rebuilt. I have asked Congress to 
appropriate $7.5 billion to help you restore your cities to tiieir former vitality. Federal 
"contingency funds" of $897 million have already been released, and the additional $6.6 billion 
request will go before Congress on Tuesday, February 2. 

I have faith in your strengtii, and confidence in the broad range of disaster assistance in 
place. Uniting our energies and our vision, we will rebuild and recover. All across the country, 
our hearts are with you. We will come through this logetiier. 
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Damage Estimate From Quake 
Drops by at Least $8 Billion 

BuJeuBnubi 
ChronMe €)urr*$p9i»4ntt 

Malibu P'fi^ 
Tbe WUioi idnhUitritioo' 

jMterdajr eitlmated the eoit of 
damage from tbe Northrldee 
earthfluate j t between US bil* 
iron ana billion — far below 
lU earUer tally of ISO billion. 

Tbe idmlnIitratio& alao aaid 
the eoit to the atate of the January' 
17 quake will be |14 bUUon. and 
of tldala aald Govemor Wilion M 
not doeed the door oa a temporaiy 
aalee tu Increaae aa way to cover 
part of the ooeta. 

1 dont think he haa rejected 
anythlsf." aald Ruai Oould, WU-
ton't director of finance, Tbe Re­
publican jovemor earUer had laid 
that he preferred to uie bonda to 
cover the danafea. 

Meanwhile, reildeota of Mallba 
tried to dean up the river of mud 
that inundated parta of the exeln-
live bwcb colony late Monday. 

Although atructurei in Hallbu 
nutalned only minor damage in 
the Northridge quake, the quake 
looiened aoil on the Uuffi over­
looking the Padtie Ocean that had 
been itripped of VMetatlon In the 
November 2 inon me. They were 
ripe for deatructlon when tbe tea-
wnl wontatorm hit Southern Cal­
ifornia during the weekend. 

"We hive the fire, the earth­
quake, the mud and. now we're 
worried about the lurf. What 
could be next?" aald reaident Car­
rie Sutton. 

The lUte Office ot Emergeney 
Servlcei iild veiterday that the 
cost of the quake will be between 
llSbUUon and $22 bUlion. baaed on 
damage uaewnenta and comput­
er predicUoni. Immediately tfur 
tbe quake, Wilion, dtlng ilmilar 
electronic prognostleatloni, laid 
the coit could be u much at ISO 
blUlon. 

Dick Andrewi, the OES direc­
tor, aald coati could atlll go higher. 

"Ihere'a a aubatantial amount 
of uncertainty," be noting 

in some ireat 
Andrewi aald |5i bUUoo of tbe 

damage was to reildencei and IS.6 
blUlontoulDlUet. 

Gould laid tbe moit expenilve 
itcroi for tbe state will be covering 
uninsured louei, |42S million, and 
loans for low-lnierett loam to re­
build houiBi and apartments, |678 
mUlion. 

Much of the atate money wUI 
be more than matdied by (ederil 
money, with Waahington picking 
up M percent of the uQ for auch 
progrems ai highway eooitruetion 
and reboUding achooli. 

In Wuhington. tbe Senate Is 
expected to debate a tiA MUlon 
package for Loi Angdei earth­
quake relief today, and eongreislo-
nil leaden hope to have tt on Pres­
ident Clinton's desk by tbe end of 
the week. 

The volume of mud let looie In 
Mallbu forced authoritlea to dose 
Padflc Coast Highway, the prima­
ry road through MaUbu, late Mon­
day, not even residents were al­
lowed through. 

Yesterday afternoon, erewi 
from the CaUfomia Departmenl of 
Transporution, bolstered by aUp-
loaden and a fleet of 10 rented 
dump trucki. struggled to clear 
the higbwiy, but authorUlei lald tt 
win itUI be remain eloied this 
moming. They refused to estimate 
what time it wUl'reopen. 

Twenty-five boroei and one 
business were flooded in the 
course of the storm. As (be debris 
wuhed toward the sea, emergen­
cy worken feared that beachilde 
homea built on wood pUings would 
collapse under the weight of the 
rushing water and mud. 

None did, but even so. Lieuten­
ant Michael Moore of the Los An­
geles County Sberilf's Department 
estiniated the property damage at 
|1.6mHUon. 

"I should have suyed in lUl-
nols. I should bave been a farmer," 
said Larry Myen, a as-year-old 
Pepperdlne University graduate 
•tni t trnm AvAn til.. ti* aur. 

b Altadena. where an October 
87wUdfire torched 6,700acreiand > 
destroyed US homes, mud flows -
up to five feet thick amaahed f 
through landbag berni end chai- ; 
ed rosldenu away from 40 homes. • 
At lent 12 people were temporarl-
ly stranded, and five homea aua-
tained water damage. | 

OtuMtMM aMiHtuMtf •» Ufa 
M^heii B. 

NswsExmess 
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DEBRAJ. SAUNDERS 

Disaster Relief, 
Disaster Invite 
IUHIGRANT ADVOCATES, angry over calls to; 

wlthhdd aome earthquake benefIti from Ulegal 
aUens, argue that these Immigrants are averse to 

tapping into government funds. Uiey describe agri­
culture worken afraid to aeek health care lest tbey be 
discovered by the government and deported. They 
Uud the determination of famUlea who endure legal 
limbo and work long, hard houra to buUd a better life. 
They rightly portray the traditional pUght of Ameri­
câ  Ulegal Immlgranta. 
tive end Tcke 

But there Is another legal and Ulegal immigrant 
population hi this country that la growing rapkUy. 
Sometimes out of eoonomie necessity, sometimes due 
to a lade of acruplei. thia group Is not loath to receive 
UJS. beneflu. This group ean be seen In the growth in 
Aid to FamUlee With Dependent ChUdren. Prom 1988 
to 1093. the number of AFDC families with non-dtiten 
parents increased by 866 percent 

America's Illegal Immigrant population is not 
monoUlhlc. It includes migrant worken afraid to seek 
needed health care, u weU u expectant moms who 
cross the border to give birth at VS. expense and to 
win U.S. dtisenship for thdr chUdren. A1993 Univer­
sity of California atudy 
found that "a fuU three-
quarters of women who 
crossed the border during 
their pregnane ladlcated 
their Intention to do ao 

. again during the next 
pregnancy." Who can 
blame themt They come 
because U pays. 

Say that aome Ulegals 
are on the dole and expect 
to be called a racist. But 
this is not a race Issue. 
That Immigrant groupa 
which once shied from welfare are enrolling is a sign 
that a weak economy hu deprived many of their Jobs, 
and that other Immigrants have assimllatod suffi­
ciently to find a reduced, or non-existent, stigma in 
being • single welfare mom. . .. 

FEB 0 9 19911 

The po1KicaUy<orrect tpproacb to Immluatioa 
dictates that good people should grant Ulegal iitunl-
granti every pocslble benefit To be PC also meaoa to 
tooguMluck at the bad people who would treat Hit-
gals as if th«y are Mcond-dass dtizens (which tfaeŷ  
not, they're not clUieni). PC layi: tbe bad people are 
icapegoaUng the poor because a weak economy hu 
made them Ignorant and mean — a temptation that 
the good people, due to theU- moral mporlority, have 
notiuccumbedto. 

Earth to the good people, here'i i bit of newi.:Tbe 
(3.6 billion which Ulegal aUeni cost CaUfornia annual­
ly spcUs less money for the education of CaUfomla's 
kids and health care too. Bven If the federal govern­
ment does step In end pay that Ub. u Governor Wil­
son has suggested, tbe cost for tbis bUnd generosity 
win be borne by America's children. 

Tbe economy could Unprove and the problem wUl 
not go away. Tiie word U out that people from acrou 
the globe or luit over tbe border can oome bore Ule-
gaUy. probably not get aught, and potilbly get bene­
fits. Tbe tracks for an underground railroad drawing 
benefit usen bave been laid. 

TamlwB the Intltlemenf Spirit 
Last week the House Appropriationi Committee 

passed an amendmont to Umit Fedenl Emergency 
Management Aeency granU to citlsens and legal im-
mlgranU. IVpic*! Congress: for aU lU controversy, the 
measure probably changed very UtUe. It rightly al-
lowcdJEGlliLiS provide emergency care, food and 
tbdtor to Ulegals. which PEMA already doefc It de­
nied long-term beneiits to individuals in tiie U.S. Ule-
gally. but folks at the Federation for American Immi­
gration Reform warn that the amendment presents a 
dif f lcult-to«nforce "dont ask/dont teU" policy. Kaye 
Edwards Da\1s, spokeswoman for Representative 
Tony BeUenson, D-Woodland Hills, hoped the mea­
sure would serve u "a deterrent." 

CriUci denounce the amendment as "roean-epirit' 
ed." K Is true that, if the amendment canlcs, good 
people who are here Ulegally might not get benefits 
Uicy would have recdvcd in an earlier day. It alao is 
true, however, that good people would be spared 
from having to pay for beneflta tor those here u 
violation of UJS. UW. When ttie Ulegal Mlbv taUci 
about roean-spirltedness, tt falls to consider Its betray­
al of working moms and other taxpayen who Uve by 
the rulM and expect othen to do the aame. 

The thought of Illegals getting np to IB-months* 
free rent can only incite disrespect for the r.item. Ii 
it any wonder If some quake vlctimt get grabby, even 
to tbe point of commltUng fraud, after they have seen 
others gculng aid to which they may not be entitled? 
Why play by the ruleil, legal Inunlgrantc and natural 
dUuns have reason to ask. Respect for the law Is 
becoming a qdrky anachronism—no surprise when 
Uncle Sam pays dividends to those who break the law. 
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. ' : . . V . . v . . J«*«u.doT^^;j ->li->>)^£?4^»^^CTJ^.^^^^ «sUmaUd 
that' 4.068 eommsrclal 
ilr.uel\tfC«". •if'h fearOiqi!aWrn>ur»nce&\;.'C^^ ilruelVr' 

f̂iaiise U was too wpeAslvfe.' 
'>ioi/ 5.̂ ridi;l -.wondtM 
>Wher«'he'wfll.tlnd ..thif; 
:̂vtl«n*l<'l>5«plUip?*?«̂ l>.: 

fniUUori lie :iie«<U ̂ '.Jte-̂ V-

follewWg m .TahJ .W-. 
'quake hu.foeufed on the.,, 
sufferlrvg of dl^liced real-v 
,denu and d^uptlens to --
,;ihVajfea'i freeway iSy.sterti.'' 
Biit anoiĥ ir itory h*!. ' 
•been. qulepy 'ijhfpl<lngi ... 
thit' ir th< to<rtal>$;.: 
coramefclat,". .dlsHPU '̂J,! 
'cajjsed by the quaVf.. '.• 

**."Th'duliart.4 .oir J(lrtii\if «ki? 

quake damage at ah esil-
liULledeostefS&SZiniUioh. 
But th<damage'li'prolb-
•'abl/ n)oft exteltslvii ..8o 
foJ;'. about 42,600 buftniSu-
a}'of lill.ktnil* Kiy« 
dUieated diiaiitcr '( it-

'< knee' loaK 'packages, isid 
- . 3ohn Iteoney. p>«i«i«nt d 
• the Valley Bconpmle.De-
\ Vielopmenl Center- • , 
i :'. Reoney sald'iiiany c 

'the firms'will fall throug) 
('.tlvê 'ricĴ s'of dlsa5ler.s$ 
riWfsDC.e pTopi,m.. jk 
1 ^i t for most Small. Susi 
f nes* Admlnistrabon disu 

J .'tiff leans li11,5 (nillioi\.. 
. iJ i >Jp'rt«mftdftd tOVÎ ~̂ *̂>:>li t»« FIRMS,D 
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' Ye*!^^ ofnciars' say they are 
doing .all they ean te help quaVe 
Victims. "I've heard Ihli a lot-Uut 
this program doesn'l fit, that prb-
grem doem't fit," Commerce Sec­
retary Ronald H. Brown aaid. 
"You've got to pul programa to­
gether in order W achieve ^ ' ' 
piupose." 

without aid. many stricken firms' 
may be forced to move out of the 
stale Of dose, business cacecuUves 
said. 

• UJ- . . 

,'a monin. wnue execuUves are still 
î Uilylhg the ooBli; he says they wUl 
(be at least f.l mllUon, only pari of It 
{insured. : . ' , 
} "̂We were running at full eapacl-

ly Si It was, so there's very little 
wc can do U) calch up," Swanson 
aaid. "It's a bit of an uphill batUe." 

For aome firms, the quake mur 
be the racier that finally propeu 
them out of Los Angdes. 

Take Hill Induslriu, the parent 
firm of HIU AvUtion Logistics and 
Hill Aviation 4 Defenee. which 
makes parts for military and civil­
ian alrcrvR, Ineludins Bell helicop­
ters. 

The firm's leased 70,009-square* 
foot buUding in Chapiworth sus­
tained malor. itrueturai damaie 

C^Tknow we're all focusing on 
. 1 housing and rebuUdlng the 

freeways, but the problem Is thai 
til these companies out- there 
translate into good-paying Jobs, 
which wc can'i afford tO lose." said 
BenlamTn Reanlk. a Sherman Oaks ̂ .. ^.z c»^^ ..u.i,;, 
lawyer and past chairman of the ) ' ,f">' 

• Valfey Indjiuy and Commerce ^: ^"^8. 
\ AssiC-And wfre about to lose , -^^^ ^^'^f ^ 

• £Sonihilr'Lu?''*'''' • •• Si)icauenl ralni Inundated of-
. Por I S e j i n Devon, Ihe quake • [ S f . , 

, nay mean the permanent iSu ef • • SS$.%?vT!P'jlL'^ ̂ SfS 
^ Jo£ Before the Tualco. Devon em-., S ^ ^ J f " . I f f J f f i S ^ l ^ 
ployed 860 neople in Chataworth .< ^^^i^*J^SS^^'^^'^ 

• who made PIMUC molded lurgleal; TOi r*\r^ted 

sffiift̂ fê :"'*'"*''toSSa'SdSSiSoTiS 
mfcInennwd«le^ . . . ; y ^ ^ 

Now the company has. mô r«d ^ ̂ ^^^^ ^̂ ^̂  employs about ?0 
people and has Juit under ̂ miUioo 
m annual salei. 

The company, whkh had been 
•] w'cathering the region'ŝ  defense 
' industry cutbacks sy restrUctur 

e i;BA Md his banit t6̂  - - ^ - «>»«̂ « 

For others.' the quake' forced 
quick improvising; " 

- Tbe temblor vb'tually demol-
[: Ished art industrial -warchouse-of-
\-'flce buUding in Woodland Hills. 
i which housed (wo .toy companies 

.and a cbmpuler firm, sending the 
roof crashing down through false 
ceUings. • • 1. • , 
' Daya later. Amie Rubin, presl-

j . dent of Punitse Toy Corp., gingerly 
picked through the debris on the 

I' aodden carpet of the suite lhat once 
housed his company's hMdquar-

j ters. now open to the blue sky. 
; Pool-thick beams and six-inch 

. •. water mains now rest ominously on 
'. desks or dwite where workers 

would bfve been allting had the 
quake struck tour hours later. The 

• company's products sUU sil In sog-
. . gy boxes on warehouse ahelvest 
; tiny fire engines, ambulances snd 

medical evaeuaUon helloeplers. 
Riibln has wasted Utile Ume In 

'moving his busineaa and its 30. 
, employeee out of the wrecked , 
' building snd inlo white tenU In the 

\ . parking lot wlilch wlU be the < 
firm's home for the next three 

'., months. Portunaicly, he said, most <-
-' .̂ 'of Funrtse's losses were Insured. 

production lo nlants in Ohio and.' 
elsewhere bi Southern California..] 
But Sandel has tieen forced to lay i 
off 108 of his worken IndeHnltdy. « 

He II seeking help irom the ' 
Federei Emergency Management 

loans. But.] H Uke other afnided ex 
ecullves. he worries etiout the * \ 
effect luch loana will have on his \ * 
•bUItylo do business.- :. .> ^ 

"Whal'e really required." hê  J 
satd, "is si special reconstmction 
fund, with low interest rates . . .••J-
outside of the normal requirements' 
of an ongoing concern lor d^-to; 
dayoperaUoni." • 

For othera with less dsmage. the. 
quake neverlheleu mesns delays 
and eetbacka. Gary Swanson ar­
rived al the Banner Pharmacaps 
manufacturing plant In ChaUw'orlh 
to a aticky, smelly mess (he morn­

ing, had been censlderM moving 
to Carlsbad, io cut. costs, spokes­
woman Jennifer A. McXUalek said, 
and the qiiake pi/i* one more 
reason to go. .. ' 
• "If we hadnl planhlng on me'v-
ing," ahe said, "It would niot have 
prompted us to do so. 

{nffo(lhe quake. 
swBns( Swanson, corobrate vice prcsl* 

dei>t of the 846-milIlan company 
that, makes gdaUn vlUmiri and 
medicinal c;apBu1ea, found the floOr 
covered iii half • foot of greenish 
goo silled from holding vat& In a 
warenoute. boxes of finished cap­
sules had fallen off racks Into the 
•isles tnd lay hi pUei four feet 
deep. 

It took eight days to dean the 
plant, and only now Is it getting 
back to fuU production. Swanson 
figurea the 350-employee compa­
ny's output has been sel back about 
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Sjiiita Clarita Film Festival 
Undaunted by Eatthquake 

' . ; . . I . 1 • • " f . 

ling a new 

RyROBERTLEVINB 
TIMIS STAFf waiTEI( ; 

It Unl easy launching 
film fesUvd-even under the 
beslerfondiUons. • • 

It ean be ditrieu|t to genevte 
ebough attention to draw d.large 
'audience. Aad competition for 
films, in an age when it leems most 
inedlura-alsed clttea boaat of a local 
film fesUvil. can be sUff. flood 
speakers are hard to find, and the 
amount of organixaUonal work ia 
l̂ohnoua. ' 

?And a large earthquake makes 
Îngsevenlougner. . . 
But the recent quake hasnt 

flopped the fledgUng Santa Clarita 
i^lley InUrnatlond PUra PesUval, 
-kheduled (or March 16-24 in an 
;area Ml particularly hard by e4rlh- -
buake damage. The show must go 
:on. and It will, though with sbme 
'ha'ngee In the program. 

7e dedded we wbtdd go for 

ipeakcrs.' Induding Jerry Mathero 
of "Leave U to BeaY«r" and 
writer KichMrMedved. l»*,«n. 
celed, and whUe ihe f«Uval wlU 
now run seven days Imlcad ofW. 
.only two aemUiai* of 17 have been 
dropped, n is diracult U> predlj* 
WhJleffcei the earthquake wU 
have o'n alUndariee. espeelally 
with damage to Key .ffwwsys In 
(he area, bul the fesUval's director ̂  
Is optimistic.' • -' . 

"Ifa hard to say how ready 
peopte will be- to Uavel. bul we 
hope peopU WlU want to . go to 
something relaflv'eiy dose [to Loe 
Angdesl? phpepiaker said, • 

The idea for' Oie fefUvd grew,; 
out of the fllm oommitt̂ .of SanU 
ClarlU's chainber of d̂nmerce.* 
"We're kulng pari of oUr film 
Industry to oul-of-sUto and oul-i 
ot-eountry film concerns," Shoe-,| 
maker said, " ê fesUvsl wlU focuj, 
on SanU Clariu u s nim-friondly j 
eommunlty." ^ f.-.ii„ 1 

orieo'ted (ilms. with • special e»n-; 
eentraUon on animatton ̂ West­
erns. A definite screening «h«<Iuls , 
has not yet been set The fwUvsl: 
VlU ilao delude tours qf SanU ] 
Clarita Valley and a ipMUl <*o*! • 
ing of *Tumbleweeda," .flie last ^ 
fdm of WUllam 9. Hart, a tongUme • 
VewhaU resident who acted In . 
tarty Westerns. A lifetime • 
achievement award wlU be pre- • 
itnied to Warner,Bros, animator, 
laadore (Prix) Prdeng. creator of 
PorkyPlg. " 
' Feetfval organliera are recom- . 

, mending Inuraut* 5 « 
. route from Los Angeles to Ae , 

SanU ClaKta VaUcy. Though the 
fesUvd win focus on famlly-ori-y 

• eniGd fUms, tt wUl be -sensiiive lô  
the. fad tĥ t dur concept of r 
famUy la bdng broadened., Shoe;.̂  

• maker said. ; ' ^ 

•tirard ^th the festival, and We . The fesUvd wUl screen famUy-] 
ôrlginaUy thought we would ĥ ve. 

a.. 

'to mske real prograrhming Chang 
tald feaUval director Chris.. 

."Shoemaker. None of the scheduled-
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New chief 
takes on 
disasters, 
SodoMamtimHnmSl^VTilr 

UUOWQOD—Mike Arm­
strong didn't bave to wut k>ng 
for an emergency after becom-

ice. 
iregi 

Hours after officially ukmg 
thejobafewweekaagctfae 
Arvida West High School gradu­
ate wu on the phone taking 
jofonnatioh from southern Cahr 
fomia earthquaice victiffls with 
daims fior disaster aid. 

"It was exriting w be there at 
a time when you could see the 
agency respond," aaid ArB" 
strong, 38. 

The agency has had to re­
spond to a lot in recent years: 
three major huxricanes, several 
earthquakes, floods, even the 
Los Angdes riots of 1992.̂  

Armstrong, a former Salida 
newspaper reporter; fijrmer Au* 
rora assistant city sttorney and 
Jefferson County poUtical whu 
kid, served as the executive di-

lindeM(«B™«iVftidvM««*»'^ 

Michael Armstrong, new FEMA regional director, stands in a 
S leX!gtot& agenc/sundefffound Lakev^ office. 
iwSoroftheCotoradoDemo- concerned with national secun-

* W h £ X « L A r m - '̂-Theagencyw.sformedinthe 
strong won't see as much devas- Ute 1970s but has roots m avd 
ation from hia Lakewood ofBce defense orgamabons formed 
MflthfiT FEMA directOT. the «arly during the Cold War to 
Dakotas sufieied laat summer fat nudear attack. The 
from floods inundating the Mid- .̂̂ icewoodiegioaal office re-
westEaithquakea have rocked iQuns underground. 
thê ôming-Uahobordec Armstrong said hi 

Authorities from the Lakê  
wood4)tted FEMA regional Of­
fice also often find themselves 
dispatohed to calamities around 
the nadon. Sixty-five people 
work under Aimstrong's super­
vision at West Alameda Avenue 
and South Kipling Street 

Armstrong said he hopes to 
open a few of the agenc/s win­
dows to the sunlight: starting 
with a fiiendUer redesign ofthe 
lobby and perhaps culnunating 
in piAiIic tours. 

"FEMA is a brand-new agen-
cy." said Armstrong. "Everyone 

sn image as an aloof province instead of it bemg a mystery. 
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KANSAtCirf.Kwi. 

Runaway truck kills man 
• A 41-yetr-old Blue Springs man was killed 

Tuesday when he tried to stop a runaway propane 
trvck in Kansasatj.Kan. ..u..i.mrf 

Police identified the vicum as Thomas Hsglund. 
an employee of EmpiregM «rfK*nsss City. Haggnd 
was fining a reaident id Tpropane tank in the 3«00 
SkKk of North 59ih Siroet when tbe truck jumped itt 
whed Stops aad begioi roUing, Pol»« . ̂  . 

Haglund tried to j imp mw the cab, slipped and 
was run over. 
SNAKI SATUilDAY PltTIVAL 

Hunt named grand marshal 
• Kansas Ciiy Chiefs owner Lamar Hunt has been 

ntm ŝnand nunhil ofthe 1994 Sndte Saturdmr 
SSSSdrSSdMarch 12inN<»g'g^_Cy-

Hunt, whose Ikmiif dso ownsW<> J ? , ^ f̂ .̂  
and Oceans of Fun amusement parks in Kansas uty, 
NorSTvS-thelogicalchoicefortto^^^ 
said Mickey Finn, wl* co-fouoded the parade more 

^-ffiSflfatoucidown w us to have a man like 
l4un«HSn"Finn$iidTue^ay,-Wetnr^^ 
famUy-orienied. He fits right in withWorldsofFun 
and everything he's done over there. 

w5ri2ofF%of!h:ial»havehdpod^w^ 
parade since iu beginning in the mid-i980s. Fmn 
"o;^rthe yean, the parade and fotivdluvem^ 
$70,000 for NorthUn i chariues. This yetr, Rnn 
expecu to rii$e$25,0^». 

BMEIIOBNCYirOENeY ' 

lowan to oversee KC office 

h« SSiSSed niod recovery efTorts in .« counties 
for the Iowa NorthlanJ Regwnd Council of 
Governmenta. , i . th* 

Miller woiked with die emeriency «i the 
df̂ ght of 19gg, eoonUnating fedenl ecuviues m 
Nagle's congrnriooai district. 

APARnMNTPHM 

Merriam man is killed 
• A Merriam man died Tuesday afternoon ot 

injuries be suffered in im aptnmcnt fiie. 

Nteiriam fire ofTicials identified tbe nun a* Rsif 
Oav. 32. He WM severely burned eariy Tue:iday 
heft re bdng rescued firom his second-noor 
apaitmcoi by firefighters. - , 
Tie fitt wu reported at 12:42 a.m. Juesclay at 

Kinfl'sCove Apartmentt. 10210 King•sCô  e Dnvc 
Merriam fire ofTicials said. cw. 

Tiie injured man wis taken to nearby Sha*nec 
M isidon Medicd Center and later transfern;̂  10 the 
uiiveitily of Kansu Medical Center. He d-cd ai K. -
Medicd Center shortly alter 2 p.m. Tuesday. 

"MlSvaJiiaiion indicated tbe fire was caused by 
caiclcu handling of smokint materials, fire officiaU 
•aid. Damage, estimated at 125.000. ^ 

K A N i A t ^ T Y SCHOOL •OARD 

Design contract approved 
• The Kansas City school board on Tuaday 

approIî 445.000contra«MthShaw^^^^^^ 
Associates for design and technical work on a 

Blvd. ih time loopen classes there this fdL 
Board menibeaPiuI Aient indAla Etojon 

opposed the archiwct's conoKt The disujci «h«juld 
StSend more on the project until 115. Diiin'J 
JudgTRusseUO. Clarit approves It, Arena aid after 

- teboTrd meeting. Arena dso said he fkvorrd 
hmld'int a sdiooiinstead of renovatmg a bui Iding. 

S5i"n2«T;S2d?tSSS*̂ ^̂ ^ be built 
g r woigbfSSeed with athleric fields. 

trTLOUIS COUNTY 

Conviction in killing upheld 
• Tiie Missouri Court of AppeaU has upheld the 

convirtien of a man accused of killing a Si. Uwis 
Coumy police officer in January 1991. 

The cSun on Tuesday rojected theappeai oi 
Dennis Blackman. who was convicted or 
lecond^egrce murder in the case and sentenced lo 
life in prison. _ . • 
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ainton gets Senate approval 
to acliieve education goals 

BOUNOUP^^ '"t 

AasodaesdPreaa 
Washtagio..DX:. ^^"^ 
The Oteton admlnisiradon I>Msday 
ffi!S2f "W!^ oflsgislaSSto 

JJtdyprn«adfcrthejob.ofu. 
so tUfl, the poeiesi diintai haw 

By appoviai these Ulla. du SCMM PST^'*''^ ^ Mfve sD their 

the White Housdi 

aSSlKlf'ff • «*««1 Kfl. the 
:SSbsSffi35|S^ Mcepted t 

—•yomnimjca-compruttiie thai 
2te «W1«, Ibr the' 

Thst would have hiltCrrtE'& 

about half the cosatici " 

AI» spnovcd wu $1.2 bOliotf to 

J*>*y. and eeagreuloaal leaden 

Etc 
ne H9uie paiaed a Ull to tttthoriae 
S6IinDUonmftdemlaidferr • 

SSSva«tiJd'*'?L'Hl" Ooal. MOO rot. coae. «v. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J t 

l & ^ ' S S J S l ? ^ ' ^ - ! : L ^ f r * ^ " " . ^ ^ i ; - ^ -House .nd .he sens. 
miniswaon'sS!SSwi% ^».̂ ?iJ?«I"w«Wfln«ieeeKS The . .w 
iSl'Sif*.;!?!!'*^? fer Uie Goal. 3000 WU, the eeateipieos ofthe ad. 

Theaep«iteSdiooMo.WorkL 
ues S30p mdUoa ia lute puu Ibr 
P«J»«»Wpa between high ichoeh 
and busiaesscs to hdp smdsab wtw 
I^S^JS. The bills will 
? "^E"*^ eoaftnnoe coamitteei 

tiS Ĥ S?"* ̂  
As,tfae Senate scted. ths TSaoMlOif 
flsaoH am< Labor Comm^cvoud 

mr tM SMaued Chapta I pronm 

1999, thtt iroidd totd about $700 

lection would write t h ^ 
mio law. It dio wodd flaaaoe effons 
10 develop vobataiy aatiaiul ttan-
dsids ia key lubjaet areas and M I 

a l̂oca ĵotjnuneats that want to 
rmrm their edueaiiea pngraau. 

The Senao, by a vote of 59-34, do. 
Ktted an amendment that would 
have cut off fbderal fliads w pro* 
frams thet dittribuie eootnap^ 
to mieots without pafcatal coueaL 
An aherastivt t^ng the«e saendes 

eoatrsoeptive distribution prsffams. 
wusppioved9lTl 

The Scute raprovtd the nomfu. 
ttoas of four Demoerade loyiUsts to 
ambssiadorfal posts affaraftvuS 

oyer their fimi^ poHey expert 

^oper aad hotel owner. wueS^ 

Tttiy Dorabush ibr the Ketheriaadt 
Sldanf WilUamt fbr the BahamaT 
•nd Thomai Sieben for Swtdw, 
were approved by a voice vote. 

LA.quakifiito(RMasm 
«dvancet to Senate floor 

eompioiofl muad of 
The biil also coataias Sets 

CWl 
to ^ ^ ' S S S J ^ J ^ .™ «- ~« coBuias ae«3 muuon ID 

NewsexpuMSi 
PAGE_ii.OFH. 
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do anything about it" 
In recent months, poUticiana ti 

. • • ^ abipe have hied to outdo 
:one anothtf with tough measures 
to control illegal imraigntioo, a 
.problem that offlcials say costs 
Olifomla taî yers more than 6 
: billion a year. Estimates of the 
-norober of lUegals in the U.S. 
•nng/e from 2 mUlion to 9 mUUoa 

OOlcials fhom Califbmla, Florl-
;da, Ollnols and other states are de­
manding thai die federal govem-
jinent pick ap the tab for 
•fifllgtlojl and hMlth care Ibr Hhi. 
.gal iminlgrants. or dse aUer Ma-
:al taws to deny fhem auch aer-
vices. 
; Calltemla Gov. Pete Wilson, a 
'Republican up fbr rMectkm this 
jfali, has proposed a number of 
•controversial measures to combat 
'Illegal immigration, including a 
national Identlfleatlon c«id sys­
tem to weed out undocumented 
worlcers. 

On the Democratic side. Sen. 
Barbara Boxer of Califomia hM 
called fbr the deployment of Na­
tional Quart troops at the border 
with Mexico. Th* Clinton admlnis-
Irallon last wedc ordered 820 new 
Border Patrol oOIcen to be sta­
tioned near San Diego and EI 
Paso. Texas. 

-.No politician In California 
wants to be seen giving one IMer-
al or state dollar to an iUenl 
alien." aaid Dan Stein, executive 
director of the Foundation for 
American Immigrant Keform, a 
group promoting the resfarldlon of 
legal and Illegal immigration, 
^ey are responding to the Ihct 
that the eontrol of Ule^ immi­
grants is a hot-button, front-burn­
er issue in (he state." 

Against that backdrop, the 
House voted last week to approve 

American" amendment 
that Rep. Ron Packard (R Calit) 
Sm'!? to fhf earthouakP rriUf 
nlll Jhe Clinton administration" 
was shepherding ihrough Con­
gress. 

The amendment, to he taken up 
by the full Senate as early as 
Wednesday, would allow illegals 
to collect emergency fbod and 
cluthiog. But It would deny them 

access to the $200X00 home-repair 
loans from the SmaU Buainggi Ad-
minlstntlon.Jii iii^^disasler 

ff yi"«rT[flnt ABBiirYi m the 
l8-montn nousing assistance 
vouchers fTom the U.S, Depart­
ment of Housing and Ihtan Devel­
opment 

I'Ocal and federal oWfials say 
the amendment would not save 
very much because the biggest 
share of the |8.6 billion In eld 
would be used to repair fieewaya, 
schools and other UifTastructiuv 
damaged by the quake. These offl­
cials also note that fllMal imml-
grants aren't eligible for SBA 
loans aijyway, and that there is no 
mechanism by which disaster n-
Uef oflQclals can chedt easily for 
citizaiishipL 

"Ifs pun chest-poundtng," said 
Charles Wheeler, executive dirvc-
tor or the National Immlgradon 
Law Center, a pro-Immigrant 
legal-aid agency. "But it would 
cauae problenu for everybody if 
they start screening everybody. It 
will hold up aid to all applicants." 

At the same time, Wbaelu and 
othera say the blH could dlsoour-

age Ulegals flrom seeking evsn 
emOTMcy aid to which they arc 
entlttod. 

• -ilil?^ questions r«main about 
wbeOier the measure would have 
fay feeth, sinca it doesnt exsikit-
ly demand that relief workers 
saeen aid applicants. A nroposal 
to raouire a "reasonable efforT to 
Check on citizenship was voted 
down Tuesday when the bill was 
approved by Senate Appropra-
tions Ooounlttee. 

Jhe few politicians who have 
raised ouestions about the amend-

taint LM Angeles Mayor Richard 
Riordan said that while he ac­
knowledged the illegal tanmlgrant 
prrolem. It was not "prudent" to 
b ^ denyhig them services amid 
a dire emergency. 

Others have similar reserva-
ttona. 
- "W«̂  all humsn beings," said 
S«lo Rasoon, president of a local 
labonrs union that has complained 
of toeing quake deariup Jobs to un­
documented workers. "The main 
9!i»B if to hdp people get out of 
fteir mfaeiy. We can take care of 
thejtn̂ lans aâ waRL" 

NiwsExpRess 
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CHICAGO TRIBUNE FEB 9 m 

California debate: Quake 
aid for illegal immigrants? 
By Hugh DelUoe 
TxBtim STATT Wsna l/l 

LOS ANGELBS-Trom the halls 
of Congress to the lines outside 
disaster relief centers here, last 
month's deadly earthquake has re­
newed the angry political dAato 
over ddlverlng aid and servicea to 
undocumented immignnts. 

Included In the gs.g billion 
earthquake relief package work­
ing its way throup the U.S. Sen­
ate this week ia a lian on non­
emergency fhderal loans or hous­
ing assistance to quake victims 
who cannot prove they are Ameri­
can citizens. The House already 
has approved the legislation. 

The measure may have Uttle 
practical eflM, but it has gained 
widespread support at a time 
when budgets are lean, Callfor-

nians are economically hard-
pressed and tte nation is growing 
unpatient with the steady flow of 
fbreigners over Its borders. 

bunlgrant-rtghts advocates say 
undocumented Immigrants are 
again being targeted unfkirly aa 
scapegoats for tbe country's 
proUems. But the perception per­
sists hare aad elaewhera that audi, 
foreigners are using up costly 
serviees when there already may 
not be enough fbr legal reskknts. 

"An Illegal comes In here, tbey 
give him the whde idaosk and I 
cant get a dime out of these peo­
ple," said Ron Brennan, ti. an 
auto repairman who waa deaLBd a 
short-term loan at a Mm} ̂ ]ff̂  
tg center Tuesday In NorthridtfS. 
"They come acroas the border Uke 
crazy, and the government doesnt 

Sn iMkooiAirr̂  PACK 6 
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FEMA-DR-1008-CA-PR # 188 
February 9, 1994 

Media Contacts: FEMA: (818) 405-7548 
OES: (818) 405-7408 

N E W S B R I E F I N G 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

ISSUES: 

Thursday, February 10, 10:00 a.m. 

Disaster Field Office 
245 S. Los Robles . 
Pasadena, CA 91101 

Paul Flores, Deputy Director 
Governor's OfTice of Emergency Services (OES) 

Frank Kishton, Federal Coordmating Officer 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

* Earthquake concerns of the day 
* Question & answer session 
* One-on-one interviews 

TV STATIONS: 

RADIO: 

The briefings are available live on the 
following satellites: KU Band SBS-5, 
Transponder 4; C-Band Galaxy 6, Transponder 7. 

This broadcast is available through the EBS bridge 
at AOC Hollywood, telephone (213) 461-9061. 

-end-
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OES AND FEMA OFFICIALS TO ADDRESS 
SEISMIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

EMERGENCY MEETING ON THE NORTHRIDGE EARTHQUAKE 

WHAT: Spokesmen for both the Govemor's OfRce of Emereency Services (OES) 
and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will address the 
Seismic Safety Commission's Emergency Meeting on the Northridge 
Earthquake tomorrow, Thursday, Feb. 10. 

WHO: The speakers are Dr. Richard Andrews, Director, Governor's Office of 
Emergency Services; and William Medigovich, Director, Region IX, 
Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

WHEN: Dr. Andrews and Mr. Medigovich are scheduled to discuss the Northridge 
Earthquake during the 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. segment. 

WHERE: Airtel Plaza Hotel, 7277 Valjean Avenue, Van Nuys, Calif. 

NOTE: For further information call the Seismic Safety Commission at 
(910) 322-9476. 

-end-
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Daily News Summary 

NOTE TO MEDIA 

[Earthquake dtUly news bri^ings continue to be conducted at the FEMA/State Disaster 
Fidd Office at 245 S. Los Robles Ave., Pasadena. Discussing disaster concerns, status 
reports, and answering questions at the 10 turn, session on Thursday, February 10, are 
Federal Coordinating Officer Frank Kishton and Director Ricltard Andrews of the 
Governor's Office of Emergent^ Services. Other participants will be scheduled and 
announced later as appropriate] 

1., 

CALIFORNIA'S SHARE ESTIMATED AT $1.9 BILLION IN QUAKE RELIEF 

Califomia Govemor Pete Wilson announced yesterday, Febmary 8, that the total cost estimate 
incurred by the January 17 Northridge earthquake is expected to fall between S13 and S20 
billion. He also said that the total cost to government agencies is estimated 
at $11.6 billion. The federal government's share of these costs is estimated at S9.5 billion, the 
State's share is S1.9 billion, and iocal agencies' share is S13S million. 

The estimates were provided to the govemor by Russell S. Gould, Director of the California 
Department of Finance. Mr. Gould noted that based on current estimates he believed legislation 
presently before the UJS. Congress contains sufficient funds to meet 
commitments that have been made to the State by the federal government 

S957.5 Million Earthquake Relief Sought for Education 

Subsequent to the development of the 199S budget. President Clinton responded to the January 
17 Northridge quake by submitting a request to Congress for supplemental appropriations to 
provide relief to the victims of the earthquaice and help them to rebuild their communities. The 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has requested S700 million to repair and 
replace damaged and destroyed school buildings. The U.S. Department of Education has 
received 2S preliminary applications for Impact Aid, the federal program that provides 
emergency assistance to schools. Seven million dollars in Impact Aid was provided on January 
24 to the Los Angeles Unifled School District The Department has requested another $165 
million in earthquake relief funding and in addition has requested $80 million for the Federal 
Pell Grant Program, which provides financial aid for post-secondary students. 

-more— 



Daily Summary 
Add One 

* Transportation: CalTrans advises southbound I-S at the Santa Clara River Bridge 
will have three of four lanes closed until further notice. Traffic will be subject to 4S-90 
minute delays. 

* Public Works and Engineering: The Army Corps of Engineers yesterday, February 
8, activated an Emergency Operation Center. The Center enhances the Corps' readiness 
potential in case of future immediate need in the aftermath of the Northridge 
earthquake. The Center is staffed between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m., seven days a week. 
These hours are consistent with the federal/state headquarters for disaster response and 
recovery in Pasadena. 

* Food: The U.S. Department of Agriculture Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) 
Emergency Food Stamp Program concluded in Los Angeles County yesterday, February 
8. 

The program was initiated in Ventura County on February 7. Emergency food 
stamps are currently available to households which have been adversely affected by the 
earthquake within the disaster area. Eligible households will be entitled to one month's 
food stamp allowance. Applications will be taken through Wednesday, February 16 at 
the following locations and times: Assembly of God Church, 703 Central Avenue, 
Fillmore (9 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily); County Courthouse, 3855-F Alamo Street, Simi Valley 
(9 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily); The Community Center, 802 Orchard, Piru (Wednesday and 
Thursday, February 9 and 10, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday, February 12, 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m.). 

* Mass Care: The shelter population decreased last night with 1,869 persons residing 
in 20 American Red Cross and Salvation Army shelters. 

State/Federal Northridge Earthquake Disaster Facts 

To apply for federal/state Disaster Assistance: 

24-hour toll-free teleregistration 
1-800-462-9029 
TDD 1-800-462-7585 

For information: 
disaster information helpline 
1-800-525-0321 
TDD 1-800-660-8005 
(6 a.m. to 12 midnight daily) 

—more— 



Daily News Summary 
Add Two 

Total registrationsas of 3 p.m. February 8: 
DACs ................. 86,525 
Teleregistrations .» 220,210 
Total................. 306,735 

37,760 Temporary Housing checks issued totalling $115,860,000 

Estimated total structures damaged: 40,000+ 
Estimated total damage cost: Being assessed. 

Patients admitted to hospitals: 1,566 
Injuries/Fatalities: 9,158/57 

-end-
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EL PERIODICO "RECOVERY TIMES" 

Las primeras 100,000 copias del periodico "Recovery Times" fueron distribuidas a los Centros 
de Solicitud para Asistenda por Desastre. El objetivo de esta pnblicadon es proveer 
informadon vital a los sobrevivientes dd terremoto de Northridge. El "Recovery Times" se 
publica dos (2) voces al mes y tendra una circuladon de 600,000 con d fin de alcanzar aquellas 
areas que fueron severamente afectadas por d terremoto. 

"Recovery Times" es publicado por la Agenda Federal para el Manejo de Emergencies (FEMA) 
y ia Oficina del Gobemador de Servidos de Emergencias (OES). Esta publicadon comprende 
sds (<) paginas escritas en tres (3) idiomas, ingles, espanol y koreano. La informadon dd 
"Recovery Times" comprende los siguientes temas: recursos disponibles bajo los diversos 
programas de asistenda, informadon detailada de cada programa de asistenda, como 
prepararse para un terremoto y ajustes de contribudones. En adicion, esta publicadon induira 
diversas respuestas de los departamentos estatales y un meniaje dd Gobernador Pete Wilson. 

En su mensaje al publico, d Gobernador Wilson, dogia la fortaleza y caridad entre los 
sobrevivientes dd terremoto y da detalles de sus ultimos esfuerzos para acderar el proceso de 
recuperacion; entre estos el "one-stop shop" de Reseda, el cual le ha dado la oportunidad a los 
duenos de negocios a obtener permisos de constracdon sin tener que acudir a diferentes 
localizadones. 

El "Recovery Times" tambien estara diponibles en las siguientes localizadones: en la Estadon de 
Servidos de la Cruz Roja Americana, en d Ejerdto de Salvadon, en las diversas divisiones de 
ia Biblioteca de Los Angeles, en aqudlos lugares donde se esta proveyendo comida, lugares 
donde se distribuyen publicaciones gratuitas y en las ofidnas de transportadon de AAA. Ei 
"Recovery Times" tambien sera distribuido por la division de asuntos de ia comunidad del 
Departamento de Polida de Los Angdes y por los Departamentos de Alguadles Mayores dd 
Condado de Los Angeles; estos trabajan directamente con vedndarios y comunidades. Copias 
de este periodico tambien seran enviadas a las ofidnas del congreso. 

La segunda edidon del "Recovery Times" sera publicada a mediados de febrero. Esta segunda 
edicion sera enviada por correo a 250,000 victimas del terremoto en 18 diferentes codigos 
postales. El Servicio Postal de los Estados Unidos ha accedido prestar sus servicios con caracter 
de urgencia para que el "Recovery Timet" sea recibido lo mas pronto posible por las victimas 
del terremoto. Esta segunda edicion dara enfasis a las preocupaciones de las victimas del 
terremoto con rdacion a las agendas que ofrecen asistencia por desastre y sus beneficios. 

- f i n -
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CENTRO DE SOLICITUD PARA ASISTENCIA POR DESASTRE #21 
COMENZARA OPERACIONES MANANA EN 

"TOBERMAN RECREATION CENTER" 

Un nuevo Centro de Solicitud para Asistenda por Desastre comenzara operaciones 
manana martes, 8 de febrero. Este es el "Centro" #21 ofreciendo asistencia a las 
victimas del terremoto de Northridge. 

Este centro estara localizado en: 

Toberman Recreation Center 
1725 Toberman St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Aquellos individuos afectados por el terremoto de Northridge y los varios remezones que 
Ie siguieron, pueden solicitar asistenda en este centro. Diversos programas de asistencia 
federal, estatal y local estaran disponibles. 

Las horas de operadon del primer dia seran de 1 p.m. a 7 p.m. El horario regular sera 
de 9 a.m. a 7 p.m., siete dias a la semana. 

Todos los Centros de Solicitud para Asistenda por Desastre continuaran con el horario 
regular de 9 a.m. a 7 p.m., siete dias a la semana. 

- f i n -
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N E W S B R I E F I N G 

WHEN: Tuesday, February 8,10:00 a.m. 

WHERE: Disaster Field Office 
245 S. Los Robles 
Pasadena, CA 91101 

PARTICIPANTS: 
Richard Andrews, Director 
Govemor's Office of Emergency Services (OES) 

Frank Kishton, Federal Coordinating Officer 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

WE WILL ADVISE EARLY TUESDAY MORNING OF ANY 
ADDITIONAL SPEAKERS. 

ISSUES: * Earthquake concems of the day 
* Flood conditions due to current storms 
* Question & answer session 
* One-on-one interviews 

TV STATIONS: 
The brieflngs are available live on the following satellites: KU Band SBS-5, 
Transponder 4; C-Band Galaxy 6, Transponder 7. 
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CCC ASSISTING I N DISASTER RECOVERY 

Young men and women wearing the brown and khaki work outfits of the California 
Conservation Corps (CCC) have been assisting local, county, and city officials in their 
efforts toward recovery from the recent earthquake that has devastated Southem 
California. 

The CCC is a state agency hiring young men and women for natural resource projects 
and emergency work throughout the State. One of its primary aims is the development 
of good work habits in its members, particularly punctuality, teamwork and 
responsibility. 

"This is not tlie first time Corpsmembers have been called out to provide earthquake 
recovery assistance," said Director Richard Andrews, Governor's Office of Emergency 
Services (OES). "They put in thousands of hours of hard work following the 1989 Loma 
Prieta and 1992 Big Bear and Landers earthquakes." 

For the Northridge earthquake, Corpsmembers have been passing out fresh water at 
distribution centers, removing debris, and dismantling damaged chimneys and brick 
walls. 

"You'll also find crews of four to 10 Corpsmembers currently stationed at all 
federal/state Disaster Application Centers (DACs) and at the headquarters office in 
Pasadena," Andrews said. 

At the DACs, where survivors can go to apply for assistance from various federal, state 
and local agencies, Corpsmembers are helping applicants fill out forms, assisting in 
crowd control, and directing traffic. Those who are bilingual are available to act as 
interpreters for anyone who needs this service. 

At the Federal/State Coordinating Offlce in Pasadena, their tasks range from moving 
furniture and computers to stuffing envelopes and delivering mail. 

"For the most part, however, it's not muscle work," says Victor Johnson, Public Service 
Conservation Works Coordinator. "They all love the muscle work, but here they do 
what needs to be done, which is usually something that others don't have time to do." 

—more— 



CCC Assisting in Disaster Recovery 
Add One 

"Corpsmembers, used to being outdoors, have been put to work on the copy machines 
and are making up to 10,000 copies per day of various documents," added Frances 
Crayton, crew supervisor. "Not only must they now get used to working in a close, 
confined area, but they've also had to get used to dealing with people from all over the 
country. That's a big switch from having to deal with, say, a truckload," she said 

"It's given me a chance to learn a new skill," says Corpsmember Victor Alcazar. "We 
hardly ever get a chance to work inside. The variety has been nice and will help me 
when I go to apply for a job." 

"Best of all for me," says Crew Leader Willie Warren, "really trying to get along with 
everyone is giving me the opportunity to better my public relations skills. That's the 
type of skill that will benefit me in any job for the rest of my life." 

-end-


