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Quake aid
fraud team
sent to L.A.

Agencies to guard against
scams, discrimination

0
P-1 News Services ‘}_J‘*Q)__

1,08 ANGELES -- Hundreds of tedersl
and state investigalors have been semt to
Southern California to kecp people from
defrunding agepeics thai are belping eanh-

* quake victims. ollicials said yesicrday.

The only serious problems so far have
been in an emergency food stamp program in
Los Augeles. Five people \ere arrested
Saturday for investigation of trying to buy
food stamps at a discount from legitimate
recipients. .

Investigators have been posted at all 18
relief ccnters to watch for alleged racial
discrimination in emergency housing, said 7 4
Joe Shuldiner. a spokesman for the Deparl- 4 YA ket R 88
ment of Housing and Urban Development. Tho Associaled Press

HUD investigators also will ensure that Unied Way volunteers take a break from
jandlords don't raise rents as they did in helping tenants of a damaged Santa Monica

_ _Florida after Hurricane Andrew. apartment complex move their belongings.
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Aboul B0O federal and stale inspectors
were {u the field, and a new toll-free number
for reportiing fraud was established.

Food stamp distribution was suspended
for one day yesterday while officials worked
to implement a new three-dey waiting system.

Through Saturday, 112,783 food stamp
applications were received. A total of 80,323
were approved for $25.6 million, and 2,168
requests were denled.

The five people arrested for food stamp
fraud. whose names were not relcased. were
expecied to be urraigned today in federal
court. Authorities had previously said 10
people were arrested.

The Agriculture Department will seek a
felony charge of possessing for unlawfu} sale
more than $100 in food stamps, said Dave
Dickson, a USDA inspecior general. The
charge carries 8 maximum penally of five
years in prison and $250,000 In fines.

Meanwhile, earthquake vietims were sim-
ply trying to settle down. '

The last water-boiling orders had been
liNed and city water service restored. Many
restaurants served tap water for the first thme
since 1he Jan. 17 quake that killed 61 people.

The population (n 32 refugee shelters was
dov:. . Lt from 8 peak of aboul 14,000.

1b otiier developments yesterday:

B More than iwo-thirds of California's
haspital buildings don’t comply with the
latest safety standards and could fail in a

major earthquake. according Lo a state report

reviewed by The Associated Press.
The Hospital Seismic Safely Aet, passed
after 50 people died in the collapse of two

202 646 4886

e e e . L. L

hospitals {n the 1971 Sylmar quake, holds
haospitals built after 1873 to stricter standards
than other buildings. The report, compiled in
1980 by the Office of Statewide lealth
Planning and Development, was based on a
survey of 480 of the 588 facilitles then
operating In California.

B As authorities {nvestigated hundreds of
camplaints of price gouging, consumer- actlv.
fsts fanned out to confroni merchanis who
have been accused of cheating residents in
the rush for supplies after the quake.

They were demanding that store owners
sigh agreements pledging to charge customers
talrly or clse face boycotts. People head
reported payving up to $10 for a gallon of inilk.

B Scientists working (o unlock the xecrets
of the Northridge carthquake have concluded
that its epleenter was actually in the hard-hit
town of Reseda, scveral miles south of
Northridge.

B California Gov. Pete Wilson came out
against ralsing laxcs to pay for damages
caused by the carthquake, breaking two
weeks of sifence on the financial question to
say he preferred selling state bonds.

Speaking to reporters in Washington, D.C.,
Wilson insisted that taxes would only add to
the rccent series of economic and physical
misfortunes that have battered California.

State Insurance Commissioner John Gara-
mend{, who announced his candidacy Satur-
day for the Democratic nomination for gover-
nor, was quoted in newspaper interviews as
ueeusing Whison of “wimping out” for failing
to ask for a tax inercase. -l
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' Cle,ariﬁg Sah Fernando Valley’'sImage

=~ TGov. Pete Wilson, ' -

(\"[ M YB CALVIN SIMS face stiff compelitio'nnl;puul:iic‘:ﬁ;g; " range that runs through the center-of

s zmmm-vmtnm : l election from one of the two leadin Los Angeles, the vatley comprises 266

o Democratic hopefuls, Kathleen Bro 8 square miles and contains 1.2 miltion

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 30 — When, the State Treasurer; or John c.‘rm' peaple, or almost half of the land-asea-
most people think of the San Fernando mendi, the state's Insurance Commis- of Los Angeles and over & third of the
lllaalsl:l;'ug‘:% :t;\il;l;mA :gzl:lsle\;r 1'(:[23:: sioner. All three 1ok & handson ap population. On its own, the valley Wc;uld
lined streets, spacious homes and brat- proach to the disaster, touring devas-. be the natipn's sixth most populious

ty teen-agers hanging out at the roall, tated areas, commiserating with vic-,

ity. e
using words like “rad” snd “totally tms and making proposals to raise. As much as it is a place, the valley'ls

Y @ state of mind. People of varlous ra-
awesome.” money for repair work. , —.- . cial and ethnical grogps are attracted
But the %ﬂg%a_w the politl- . . . . .  to the valley for the same reasons that
clans who descended On the ravaged Diversityina - " whites have come there for decades:
valley helped to reveal a sectlon of Los : , . . affordable single-family housing. - -
Angeles undergoing radical change In lace known fOI' After World War 11, veterans armed
“il:“it.l}l ;“‘I'm‘:""“ﬁ‘l’l’g"l“l‘l‘o&‘“m’- P with G.I. loans and postwar hopes
while still gaining : e - moved their families to North Holly-
“What we are witnessing here In the itslackofit.© = wood, vanNuys and other valley m}.i

valley and elsewhere is the de'\!elo ing communities that were suddenty
ment o multicultural suburbis,” sald transformed Into suburbanlike housing
Councilman Joel Wachs, who repre-: The Clinton Administration also act- tracts. They were followed by hun-

sents the valley. “It's been happening : ed quickly, speeding money to repair dreds of thousands of others who

for some time, but this city has had a toppled highways and setting up disas:  moved from older parts of Los Angeles

ception problem of who we are, that 1 r relief centers and tent Y
B ! i Aer ellef cene nd tent cities. The  and from around the country seckifg

the earthquake.” A stration s also seeking S8.8 hil: more affordable housing. .
i lion in disaster_relief from Congress. But the valley is no longer a middle-
Rising Minority Presence i cal analysts also ciled ne gm- class haven. The U.C.L.A. study found
{ bolism of Mr. Clinton flying into Bur- that 1 in 10 valley residents lives Jn

A recent study by the Graduate
School of Urban Planning at the Unl-; bank Airport in the valley, instead of

ol poverty and that there is a shortage of
versity of California at Los Angeles; " geles International Alrport,

affordable housing in the valley, once

e R e I
1t mak . “As m as the valley was made
- decade,. while the numbers of Asian L makes avsalute sanse for CUMS0  gun of it was stil the symbal of the best
i and Hispanic residents have doubled cerned about how these vaters. per- that Los Angeles had to offer In terms
since 1saoarﬁay. w}ﬂte'l represlet:ll 57 ceive them,” satd Sherry Bebitch Jeffe| | of :nkli:enell-a quality of life — a way for
e O 92 valley s oo, and a political analyst at the Claremont) | Wortn8 T els, people to achieve the
Hol lr'om Y, pte et Graduate School “The valley may| | l]:!e leclass dream,” said Jacquellfie
spanic r'es ents ndrbi :l !‘ls ac- have became less and less white, but| Sctaxwit' (a rofessor at the Graduale
count for percent and blacks 4 per- the high ropensity voters there are \"E::n &ou;:maﬂ:“y‘“ﬁgﬁ);y‘ Aprvwe
The valley has continued to be ster- 'tm “nlt; ';ld”l;:{i':lfy a micro] ' changing, much of what is happening in
:’fg‘:‘ s :‘em‘aggﬁg‘&ﬁtg"i cosm of what many political and soctal| | ¢ }"“”;‘ should be seen as a precuy-
e e l:nb‘“‘ Anse Sty but n scientists here call “the two Califor4 | o °c0e at the new post-modern: city
T e eatse “‘hcq e s nias.” The first is predominately white, Is all about. -
recently use of the vital role its affluent, older and well-educated and
;?:;?r l}:'g::ré“ Jm';l{: ‘l‘_';:“"’t;:‘?u:: votes. The second Is minority, less edu-
Repub“a?ﬂw l‘:‘g the Los Angeles gaotee‘dﬁ:ﬂ:tt:l class and younger and
mayor's office years. “Peli " vha
With thelr new found political mus-|} ﬁ"r °'{;'m'§¥;ﬂ'.',‘3 vﬂl.ey }:g:cu“t{:’e
cle, voters like those In the valiey have's “These are the people who vote in hi ah
become crucial to both local and na-| numbers ané make decisions on fund-

tional politiclans. Valley residents rep-|
resent 40 pergellnlt of the erAngelesi 2&,?:3;;23:’..“" m“‘_‘ Californis|
electorate, and 71 percent of them vot-: )
od for Mr. Riordan, who ran on an antl-s Located just beyond the mountaln
crime platform. In retum, Mr. Riordan}
has increased <he number of valleyg
representatives on cily commissions
, and panels. f
Recognizing the weight of valley vot+
ers, contenders in Californla’s gover-
nor's race this year were quick to get;
involved after the Jan. 17 quake, was!
centered in the Northridge section n!_‘
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. eral agents sefzed thousands of dollars

- counting food stamps,’

1o carry out its anti-fraud plans.

Jan 31 '94
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5Accused in Scheme to Sell Victims’ Food St‘amps

T M —
- LOS ANGELES, Jan. 30 (AP) — Fed.

worth of food stamps and cash and
arrested five people suspected of traf-

ficking in_stamps !thldgd for_earth]
" quike viclims, Federal officials said g
today.’

ay. - :
“We're still cnunun! cash and stili
Dave Dickson,
regional inspector general of the Agri-
culture Department, said at a news
canference on Saturde:‘y.
. The arrests signaled the first major
crackdown against traffickers tapping
into an estimated $100 million worth of
additional food stamps to be issued this
month in Los Angeles especially for
quake victims, Mr. Dickson said.

And-Fraud Procedures

He said today that his department
wouid seek a Federal felony charge of
possessing for unlawful sale more than
$190 in food stamps. The charge car-
rie a maximum penalty of five years
in prison and $250,000 {n fines.

The agency earlier said it was sus-

?endlng its earthquake emergency|.

ood stamp program for one day today

13 .
Officials on Friday began a new
three-day waiting period to deter

$13.8 miilion [n food vouchers to date to
bout 75,000 applicants.

Mr. Dickson sald there had not been
enough verification and cross-refer-
'enclng in the emergency food-stamp
distribution after the Jan. 17 quake. He
said the new procedures would remedy
that.

. The arrests by undercover Federal
agents occu at a check-cashing
company in South-Central Los Angeles.
'l'hﬁy foliowed a tip from the local
ce.
lmMr. Dickson said peaple with wads of
cash would park outside the stamp
distribution point, in this case the
check-cashing outlet, and would buy
food stamps for cash from puo?oned
Quake victims at a discount, often 50
percent. . .
They would then sell the stamps o &
rogue food retailer who could obtain
their full face vatue from the Govern-
ment
“People were being sccosted outside
the office,” Mr. Dickson said. “There

were those who wanted to take advan-

Cepyfighd T 1906 Eipe Nelo York Titms

fraud. The program has distributed:

tage of the situation.”

nder food-stamp  procedures
prompted by the quake, recipients re-
ceive a card from an emergency cen-
ter, then redeem the document for food
starnps at an outlet. They can then use
the stamps to buy groceries.

It is Illegal v possess food stamps
unless are {ssued by an authorized
outlet, and it is iilegal to sel them.

Food stamp fraud comes under the
Jjurisdiction of the Agriculture Depart-
ment, which oversees a $23 billion na-
tional program. Normally, about $200
million worth of food stamps flow
through Los Angeles each month, but
during January that amount is expect-
ed to reach $300 million because of
spiraling demands from quake victims.

A Red Cross spokesman, Randy Ack-
ley, sald the relief organization was
also ddressing abuse, cross-checking
victim’s addresses against & detajled
map of the damage zone and in many
cases sending laspectors to visit a vic-
tim's property before Issuing aid. .

“We feel very strongly about this,”
Mr. Ackley said. “"This Is donated mon-
ey, and we want it spent properly.”

BURRELLE'S
NéwsExpnes

PAGE _3__ OF,




- SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

JAN-31-84 MON 07:50

Wilson Against
Quake-Related

Tax Increase

He wonts bonds, federal cid
to cover repair expenses

By Viae Kershner
Chronicle Washiagton Bureas

Wastisgton ¢ 4 [
Governor son yesterdsy
came out against ralsing taxes to
g;y ﬂddmuel caused :y t.l*o
orthridge enth%ﬂng. reak-
ing two weeks of silence on the
finanelal question to say be pre-

fers selling state bonds.

Speaking to reporters bere,
Wilson and his top fiscal adviser
acknowledged that the state will
face substantial quakerelated ex-
penses, regardless of how much
:llg the federal goverament pro-

et

Butthe overnor-whowlllbe-

{n a difficult re-election campaign
this year — {insisted that taxes
would only add to the recent series
of economic and physical misfor-
tunes that bave battered Califor
nia residents.

“I'm not eager t0 increase taxes '

for any purpose and certainly not
for people who have suffered a

devastating oatural disaster,” he -

TAXES: Page A3Col ¢

JAN 31 1994

;a_ld:T'You don't want to tax people
any more heavily than you abso-
lutely have to in 2 recession.”

He reiterated that the state has

" no ides yet what jts costs will be,

but said, “Whatever the exposure
Is, to the extent we are legally able
to do it, I think that we should try
to cover it by bonds."

Wilson's position could doom
attempts by Assembly Speaker
Willie Brown and other Democrats
to ralse the state sales tax tempo-
rarily t0 help rebuild roads,
schools and other public facilities
damaged in the Northridge quake.

A 13-month, quarter-cent sales

'tax imposed after the Loma Prieta

quake rafsed nearly $800 milllon,

Any tax increase requires a
two-thirds vote of both houses of
the Legislature — meaning Repub-
licsns as well as Democrats must
vote for it. There appears to be 1it-
tle, if any, GOP support {n Sacra-
menato for a quake tax.

Wilson noted approvingly that
even a liberal Democrat — Bl
Lockyer, the incoming president
pro tem of the state Senate — has
said that bonds are preferable to
taxes because of the poor econo-
my.

The governor scknowledged,
bowever, that the interest and
priacipal on whatever bonds are
sold would bavetobere out of
the state’s general fun
already several billion dollars out
of balance.

Wilson spoke to reporters at
the start of the Natlonal Gover-
nors' Asseciation conférence.

The governor's crowded sched:

ule during the next two days could
give rise to & whole pew meaning
for the phrase “sggressive panhan-
dlm‘.ll

N Wilson and six other gover-
nors will meet today with Leon Pa.

which [s.

petta, Clinton's budget director, to
press for federal relmbursement
of the state costs of dealing with
fllegal {mmigrants. Wiison has
based his new budget on recelving
$2.3billion in immigration ald. Wil-
son won preliminary approval yes-
terday of a governors' resolution
cailing for the federal government
to pay for the cost of {llegal imm}-
grants.

il Wilson will discuss with oth.
er governors & plan to change the
formula by which Medicald costs
are shared hetwesn the federal

‘You don’t want to
tax people any more
heavily than you
absolutely have to in

a recession’
« GOVERNOR PETE WILSON

government and the states, a shift
that Wilson relles oa for $300 mil-
lion la his budget.

M He and Brown will meet witk
the congressional delegation to-
morrow to plot strategy for recejv-

ing 100 percent federal reimburse-:

ment for certain quakerelief
coats. The Clinton administration
has promised 90 percent, with an
Initisl commitment of $7.5 billlon.

*  In 1092, Florida’s congressional

delegation successfully lobbied for
100 percent federal reimburse
ment of public assistance costs re-
sulting from hurricane damage in
excess of $10 per state resident.

South Carolina and Hawall re-
cejved similar windfalls, and Wil-
308 said he wanted California tobe
treated “at least as falr as those
other states.”

A White House political ajde
sald Wilson Is being glven every

@

P. 09
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opportunity to talk about budget
matters with Pagetta and other
Cabinet members. :

The results should be known
soon becauss Clinton's budget pro-
posal will be released & week from
today.

Russell Gould, director of the
state Department of Finance, said
In ap interview that regardless of
the succem of the lobbying effort,
the state faces large but unknown
expenses related to the quake.

They Include the costs of relm-
bursing counties for reducsd prop-
erty tax collections, lowered state
fncome tax collections because
businesses and Individuals can de-

duct casualty losses, and at least
some of the costs of repairing and

. improving roads and bridges.
Gould said the first state esti- -

mates on quake costs are due 3
week from today. The sdministra-
tion has pegged total damages at
$15 billion to $30 billion, but that
was based oa computet modeling
rather than physical inspection.
Wilson's stance oa quake taxes
ts him in opﬂhlon &wmx
—who 1 one
halt cent increase e sales tax
for one year to raise about §1.4 bil-
lion ~ and with Insurance Com-
missioner John Garamendd, & Dem-
ocratic gubernatoridl candldate
who wants sales and gasoline taxes
fn addition to a special disaster as-

. sessment on property to pay for di-

saster recovery.

The third major Democratic
gubernatorial candidate, state
Treasurer Kathleen Brown, favors
{ssuing bonds but bas refused to
take a position on taxes.

Asked by a rdio reporster
aboat the effect of the quake on
bis reelection campaign, Wilson
put his arm on the man's shoulder
and said, with mock solemnity, “1
didn't even think about it before
produced the quake.”

P. 10
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Y
Next time, babe,
get quake coverage

{ was awful, that natural disaster that
claimed more than 130 lives and cost
Americans and thelr local governments
billions of dollars.
No, not the Los Angeles earthquake.
about the 10 days of subzero
weather that recently clawed the Midwest 4nd
Northeast. . .

muwcbmmaxmdmonmmu
many lives as the California quake, and after
the 1ast therm of gas, n of heating ol and
towing bill is pai for, it likely will cost almost
. as much. '

But that's OK. .
We'musedtoeoldsnaps.Weplnnrorthen
and pay extra to be

T'mt

Gas. .
1t's the price we pay for living on the great
midcontinental {ally here on

Espec
southern rim of the Great Lakes, where tem-
peratures can fluctuate 130 degrees in g single

year.

These thoughts came to mind the other day
gfter shoveling the front walk for the
umpteenth tme since Christmas. I was thawing
out in the kitchen, trying {o straighten my
spine, when I saw & TV peport showing sun-
tanned Los Angelenos waiting {n a long line for
food stamps and free Huggles.

Mind you, I don't begru federal aid to
those in need, es not the 25,000 whoee
homes were damaged and the 7,500 who lost it
mmummmammady.mm
victims deserve Qur helmnd sympathy.

But I couldn't help thinking, as watched alt
those beautiful people {n sunglasses line u for

ral loans and grants, that it may
time for Atpericans to take more responaibility
for where they choose to Uve.
ltlhavetobwannmeumdmmm

dows, why s it that only 98 parcent of Califor-
nians buy earthquake insurance? It costs only
$300 & g:;. about what well spend to heat the
house between now and St Patrick’s Day. ___

Aph ol 2 rgrer—-t
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CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Californians aren't the only ones who would
rather not face up to the real cost of Uving
where they do. The same goes for those on the
hurricane-prone outer banks off the Carolinas
and the sand spits off Florida. And for those
here {n the Midwest who choose 1o Uve In the
VL B TS e o

€Oo8 ayers &
84 billion Inm'l%m and grants—a blg
number, but considerably less than the $6.6 bil-
uontheWhm}(ouselubouttnaskrorm
California quake. And that's just the fnitial
cost estimale.

One could arguae that the federal government
would do the same for the Chicago area in the
event of a disaster. But don't count on it.

Two years ago the South Side and south subd-
urbs were hit with a torrential rain that
flooded hundreds of homes and
to spend $8.7 million on repairs and relief serv-

{ces. Last month the Federel Eme Man-
agement ney gent & final E]ﬂon ieffer 15)
ng Jﬁﬁ‘g_'

, gar and Mayor Richard Daley stat-
mmebmupeosum"wuhlnstateand
local Qities.”

capab

Actually, FEMA probably was right The Chi-
ugonmmbuﬂtonuerlaoﬂowland )
swamps and ridges. We shouldn't make a feder-
a) case every time our basements flood.

I've got to think, though, that Chicago’s appll-
cation might have fared better if Hegewisch,
not Hollywood, were the media capifal of the
world Or if Dlinols, tike California, had 20 per-
cent of the alectora] votes you need to become
president.

Another thing that galls about paying for
Southern California's troubles 1s that non-
Californians have been footing that state’s bills
ever since the golden boom began after World
War L [t cost biliions in federal water, power
and agricultural subsidies to reclaim those bar-
ren foothills of the Sierra Nevada from the
Mojave Desert. All so 16 million peopls could
leave places such as Chicago for the Los Ange-
1es basin, where they could roar about in con-
vertibles and call one another “babe.”

But Tm getting petty.

It Is true, however, that during much of the
1680 Californis, with its. defense plants and re-
ssarch tanks, got back $£.10 in federal expendi-
tures for gvery $1 It sent to Washington in

taxes.

TNlinols got 70 cents for every dollar.

So while it’s in our nature to help those in
distress, even those who left us behind for sun-
nler lives on the fault line, please accept this
advice along with our money.

Next time buy the INSUraNCe.

NEwS
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Aid Pipeline Flows
From Midwest To LA

'Volunteers Recall Flood Reli_ef, Pay Back In Kmd

'8y VictorVolland 3 %

* Of the Post-Olspatoh Statt /
St. Louis-area relief agencies and

‘volunteers are reversing the pipeline
" .that brought out-of-state aid to flood

ictims here last summer,

;" A tractor-trailer load of donated
-food left the Salvation Army Caron-
delet Corps Center on ' Wednesday for
‘earthquake-stricken Los Angeles.’ B
. Volunteer workers Jack .Thuston
‘and Bernie Ryder flew there Friday
‘to meet the shipment and set up &
‘meal station at 2 Meathodist churck fn

. Santa Clarita, near the epicenter of

‘the Jan.'17 garthquake. .
Both men performed similar jobs in
.the floods here. . .

. Ma]. David Grindle, who directed ' pyn

‘the Salvation Army's relief for flood
-victims here, also flew Friday to Loé

-Angeles to oversee distribution of.
food, clothing and social services In -

:the tent cities the Salvation Army set
‘uUp in parks In the hard-hit San Fer-
nando Valley, g

. Grindle expects to work in Califor-

nia with his son and daughter-io-law;

Matt and Pat Grindle,. They are
among the 50 cadets from the Salvz-

"tion Army School for Officer Training
in Chicago who are going to'the
Quake area for on-the-job digaster ex-
perience. Cther St. Louia area cadets
making the trip include Robin Jones,
Nicole Smith; Mark Bender, Kevin
File and Samson and Jeanetts Van
Slyke. .

“This is our chance to pay back
some of the help we got last sum-
mer,” Grindle said. Los Angeles' Chi-
nese community alone raised
$360,000 (or Salvation Army flood
rellef here and elsewhere in the
Midwest.

" ‘The 'St. Louls B-State Chapter of

the American Red Cross last week

.skipped a truckload of office equip-

ment to Los Angeles for the relief
effort, Most of the 200 Yelephones,
12 copiers and 30 FAX machines, as
well as calculators, typewriters and
other eq‘gipment. had been used at
various

‘Red Croas volunteers Stim Kni

OS¢, Ants 4nd Bill Hot of Foright

drove the truck.

Volunteers Fred Meyer of St. Lou-
is and Darlene Mitchell of Lake Saint
Louls droye to Los Angeles last week
in a Red Cross emergency van that
did flood duty here last summer,
They will ferry meals to displaced

es.

Veteran Red Cross disaster volun-
teers Bill Washington of East St. Loy-

-5, Ben Osterberg of St. Louis and

Tod and Betty West of Troy, 1,
have been serving meals to Ange-
lenoa made homeless by the earth-

: gvua:e or whose homes were cut off

electricity. The Red Cross has
seat moare than 4,600 trained volun-
teers to Los Angeles and served
mote than 350,000 meals to quake
victims. '

The Missouri Baptist Convention
Center in Jefferson City last week.

reactivated the disaster-rellef unit
that helped in the summer floods
here dispsiched to Los Angeles
an 18-wheeler with a salf-contained
field Ktchen,

Baptist volunteers Sharon Bell of
St. Louls and Dennis and Jennie
Quinn of St, Charles are part-of the
seven-person crew that has been pra-
paring and serving hundreds of hot
meals three times a day to quake
victims,

ed Cross flood relief- sta-
.tona hare during the '9 3
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Big Disaster?

Maybe It Is,

-But Its OUR

Disaster

| & O'Q

By ISABEL WILKERSON

R the hurricane passes, the floodwaters re-
cede, the ice melts or the earth stops quaking,
an amazing thing seems to happen to people.
Survivors who have lost everything and maybe

evfn seen the face of death say they could not imagine
living anyplace else.

«+ Floridians say they would rather brave a hurricane
than a winter in New York, Kansans say they'll take their
chances on a tornado rather than see the ground open

h them in an earthquake, Californians still edgy
from altershocks following the Jan. 17 earthquake say
thdy would rather put up with the fires and mudslides
and drought and quakes than shovel snow in Chicago.

+ What helps people make peace with these plagues is
a Kind of regional chauvinism that somehow rationalizes
familiar dangers and magnifies others. It is a sense that

,thd perils of one's own region are somehow safer than
those of other parts of the country.

¢ Of course, there is no “safe" disaster. From Burri-
cafle Andrew (o the deadly freeze and ice squalls still
tormenting the Northeast, nature has been an equal
opportunity oppressor. But people leamn to live with
hardships others could not dream of enduring. They
mdke their own bets with nature. Mayor Bob Lanier of
Houston says he cannot function in temperatures below
55 degrees. He cannot fathom northem winters. ''1 prefer
a Burricane,” he said. “You know (hey're coming, and
yoa can leave.”

» 'l prefer a tornado,” said Jennifer Scott, an assist-
an‘ restaurant manager in Chicago. **You can go in the
basement and wait it out With an earthquake, the
bajement becomes your grave.*’

* What happens over time is that people become
defensitized to the dangers of familiar phenomena, psy-
chotogists say. To justily their choices, people have to tell
themselves that the advantages of a place outweigh the
disadvantages, however terrifying they may be to outsid-
ers, said Dr. Robert T. Carter, an associate professor of
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psychology at Teachers College at Columbia University.

“To say 1 live in adeath trap, there isS no way anyone
is going to admit that,” Dr. Carter said. “'People want to
believe that the things they choose o subject themselves
w are worth itL.” .

Clearly, where people seutle has as much to do with
jobs and family ties as anything else. But given people's
mobility these days, fear of unfamiliar catastrophes or
disdain for certain weather éxiremes plays some partin
the equation, People in Minnesota, for example, choose
brutally cold winters and the chance of ternados in
spring over predictably balmy skies and the threat of
earthquakes and mudslides in California.

Fear of earthquakes was enough for Linda Yanez, a

. justice on the United States Court of Appeals in Corpus

Christi, Tex., to turn down job offers in Califormia. *1
begged them,” she said. “1f they would move the job
someplace like San Antonio, 1 would take it. 1 can't livein
a place where I'm worried about earthquakes.”

She has survived two already. *One in Costa Rica
and one in Utah,” she said. *'No thank you, never again.”

Rather than be assured of subfreezing temperatures
every winter or hurricanes every summer, people on the
West Coast would rather gamble on a major earthquake
every 15 or 20 years, or the somewhat rarer volcanic
eruptions. The fatalists consider quakes just anothet

Earthquakes, snowstorms,
high winds and floods all
have their appeal (especially
if they are happening

someplace else).

part of life. "'l could walk out the door and get hit by a
la Wegner, a Californian who grew up in
epicenter of the recent earthquake.
1 combination of unpredict-
cy ~ about BOO a year, mostly in the
to the Dakotas. A

bus,” said Pame
the Northridge area,

Tormadoes bring the crue
ability and frequen
nation's great midrif{ from Texas

tornado cnce picked up Patricia Glover, a Red Cross

official in New Orleans, ca
her unscathed in the Gulif of

rried her 20 yards and dropped
Mexico. She says she would

take that over an earthquake, “Even in a tornado, you
have a chance,” Ms. Glover said. “"You can jump in a

If .it s not one thing, it's dnother. People dug their cars out of the snow in Hoboke

P

cale

bathtub and pull a mattress over your head.””

Others prefer the mundane certainty of harsh w.
ters in which beards and car cngines ice up rather than
something more exotic and unpredictable. ““Here you
know there will be winter, you know it will be cold,”’ said
Shelly Regan, executive vice president of the Greater
Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce. ‘And you know that
spring will come.”

In 0ddly comforting ways, disasters and the survival
rituals that precede them can become part of the defin-
ing mythology of a place. 1f you grew up with hurricanes,
*you know (0 go (o the grocery store to get botiled water,
(o fill the bathtub with tap water, (o tape the windows
and which route to take out of town,” said Gay Sperling,
president of a clothing and accessory business in New
Orleans. "' They're a part of my life. | can remember old
people sitting on their rooltops. And after the hurricane
goes, we celebrate. 1Us sort of like being in labor. When
the hurricane goes, so does the pain.”’ )

Having seen just about the worst that can happen in
the Midwest, Murla Leahy, a Kansas teacher who has
lived through tornadoes and last summer’'s floods, re-
fuses (0 worry now. “Yau continually have to think that
things are good and that you’ll come oul of this and that
you're going 10 be here tomorrow,” she said. "‘Otherwise,
why keep getting up in the moming?”’
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LSEND HAS
REEN REQUESTED

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

Time to rethink

freeways?

H Behind the news: Some
engineers say quake proves

elevated structures too risky.

BY PETE CAREY ,
AND CHRISTOPHER H. SCHMITT /A
Mereury Newn Stalf Wrilers

The long, sweeplng connector ramps, cloverieaf
interchanges and wide, squat viaducts that carry
hundreds of thousands of vehicles & day help define
the California landscape.

But in the wake of freeway failures In the devas-
tating Northridge earthquake' sor\e In the engineer-
ing community sre sayling it's time to rethink the
notlon that today’s technology means that elevated
highways can safely traverse any terraln,

Caltrans, the state transportation sgency, and

many selsmic and engineering experts remalin confi-

dent that new designs will withstand even violeat
quakes and that scores of old structures can suc-
cessfully be strengthened.

But with ‘every earthquake comes some freeway
destruction, the promise of new and better-retrofit-
ting, followed by more unexpected freeway destruc-
tion. It all has some prominent engineers and polid-
clans questioning whether long snd looping stretch-
es of elevated freeway — so commonplace in Cali-
fornla — rnake sense and can be made impervious
to quakes,

“We have to bring In the best and brightest — not
people with & bias — to take & good, clean, fresh
objective look at the kinds of facllitles we're depen-
dent on, and whether or not this Is an outdated
design, given. the known selsmic risks,” said As-
semblyman Rusty Arelas, D-San Jose.

. See FREEWAYS, Page 8A

B Attershock causag more road damage.”  PAGE 38
' “J really question the value of
building interchanges like that,™
Sen. Dianne Feinsteln, D-Calif.,
said at a congressional hearing
last week, referring to the pret-
zel-like twists and turns of the
damaged Interstate B-Antelope
Valley Freeway junction.
“Major spans, longer struc-

tures, with more complex geome-
tries, multllevel overpasses, large
sweeping curves ... need to

rethought,” said Eric Elsesser,
president of Forell-Elsesser Engl-
neers [nc. In San Francisco and a
member of then-Gov. George
Deukmejian’s board of inquiry
following the 1989 Loma Prieta
earthquake. :

“The work that has been done
in the past is probably not ade-
quate,” he sald. Beyond simple
strengthenlng, structures may
need mechanisms to dissipate
shocks and ¢ ers may have to
foresee how the ground beneath
will move.

“I think we ought to pause a bit
and reflect on what we're atﬁmi
to accomplish,” Elsesser said. *
know Caltrans thinks they've
done that. I'm not pointing a fin-
ger at Caitrans. [ think the pro-
fesslon needs to reflect — before
too much more goes on."”

Halimark of fresways

Some engineers at Fallure Anal-
ysls Assoclates, s Menlo Park
firm that specializes in analyzing
engineering and scientific fall-
ures, question the looping inter-
change structures that have been
2 hallmark of California freeway
construction.

“I can sdmire some of it,” sald
Plotr Moncars, vice presldent of
the structures ﬁoup at Pailure
Analysis. "It looks so smooth and
30 on. But It just doesn't make
sense to have enormous, massive
structures so high in the alr, re-
quiring tremendous amounts of
engineering effort.” '

P. 09
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Tunnels Perform better than el
evated struxctures in earthquakes,
sald Johnston, and Japan and Eu-
rope use tunnels more than the
United States.

“Part of the argument for not
doing it is that tunneling ls gener-
ally more expensive,” Johnston
notes. “But ...isitreally re
expensive, given the performance
we are getting from our elevated
structures? We're saying It's
something we ought to ! at
more closely.”

Surprises getting smaller

As one - @arthquake follows an-
other, the surprises are getting
smaller, says Filip C, Fillppou,
Unlversity” of California, Berke-
ley engineering professor and a
member of the university's Earth-
quake Enggineering Research Cen-
ter. “Unfortunately, the Impres-
sion that vwe englneers have given
to soclety is maybe that we have
all the answers, and [ don’t think
we do. . . . To say right now we
have 2 too] kit to fix every struc.
ture on the face of the earth
would be awfully Immodest.

“We really do not know what's
coming,” he sald, “We are only
extrapolating. Mother Nature has
surprised ws every time."

‘‘wno Iicnows what an 8 (in
magnitude) in the San Andr
will bring?" Filippou asked.

In an v rban area, the 1and can
be more € pensive than the struc-
tures, said Jim Roberts, chief en-
gineer fox the state Department
of Transyrortation.

“If your had unlimited !and and
money, you can spread an inter-
change owuat so you do each separa-
tion separately instead of having
it all coxrcentrated in one area,
but you I<now, that's not reality.
... It taakkes a huge amount of

‘Follure Aunalysis englncer Paul“ B ”/ i/_i! ‘LE ’s'

Johnston said he wouldn't com-

plately eliuinate the curvy, loopy NewSEXPRESS
(receway structures, “but it seems F
we use thern more than we need PAGE O

to.”
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land.”

Roberts sharply disagreed with
crltics of looping, elevated Inter-
changes.

“That's the same as saying you
shouldn’t do a tall building. The
guys who are making these com-
ments haven't seen the damage
patterns.” -

A matter of englneering
In the Northridge quake, mos"

structures that fell were one level
above the street, Roberts says.
“All the high looping interchang-
es are functioning that had been
retrofitted. The Antelope free-
way Into (friterstate) 5, Is a high
looping one, but what went down

Consider other materiale

“You have an awful lot of
welght you're putting up there,

and t's hard to brace, especlally - :

when you want it to look good,

.sdd-*lﬁﬂ?-ﬁ. Wyllie Jr., chair-
maen of H.J. Degenkolb Assoclates
in San Frincige. “If they're go-
ing- to_continue to.build-those
structures, they should consider
o&:t materials, llke structural
8 ." e -

 Bteel- strictyres, ‘commonly it

used in Japan, arg lighter and
movreé-flexible, he said. Caltrans,
In its curveit design- approsch,
uses & otiff, drittle: naterial —
concrete — andf then”trles to

P. 10

Is a short stubby end plece. It'sa make It more like steé] by'adding
matter of engineering. stee] reinforcements, he sald..
But sweeping elevated struc- While not ready to say Caltrans RS a i
tures aren't the only ones of con-  should stop bullding such strue- " !
cern. Current design stendards tures, the sgency “needs to be- _ ot
may not provide enough strength  come & bit more Imaginative thu} R |4 Wi
for shorter bridges with short, Just keep doing the same thing,' Ve
multiple-column structures that he said, o o e e
sit on or near soft solls, said for- And even the best gm e g o
mer UC-Berkeley researcher reassurances may only be as R S o
Eduardo Miranda. as z:}e next :lual:e. ~ engineert q think the s‘l:‘cielg(l:.uk:e.
- Most structural enBINEErs  cuwimimwimca
emen
S SO T ounk S on doig s Py profetalon  onovied
slower than the structures them. 8900 factor of safety 10 keep (ele- .- - - bridge stres3
selves move when hit by earth- )l'.:.“d structures) uv,.ther.ei n?dd needs to test at UC-
quake forces, sald Miranda, now o™ w‘"“;“""‘"g‘i‘? °l 'coﬂ" ——— San Diego.
a resesrcher for the Natlonal Cen- .‘}g!t ’i{q‘ 'ls or l‘ teth s"P- refioct.
ter for Disaster Prevention in - ‘;.':u l““"‘; 3:.8% e t“‘ © = Eric
Mexico Clty. That sets up stresses ) ;""‘ n t, Wﬁ‘&, want to Elsesser
that can require a structure to y money on It.
have additlonal strengsh if it's to < o Pipe
survive without major damage.
- But many engineergseenorea- [ =~ oottdpmamsse. 8 ONB O 0 0 T e -
son to stop using today's designs. are pulled
“Nou\lng is guaranteed in life. | ERMSGmE RIS | ARRS L T | e
believe it's OK (to be building Into place
what is belng bulit),” said Jack P. eretovom ssmet g ern
Moehle, & UC-Berkeley engineer- to stabilize
ing professor and director of the e sr s eens
campus’s Earthquake Engincer- damaged
ing Research Center cstmmaniremaserasssssins -
“People want to use thelr re- interstate 8
sources on something other than  E- ol auehuin ISt FRE ___LE=§ oo
bullding bunkers for every struc- interchange
ture,” said Paul C. Jennings, vice & st g
president of the Californls Instl. QB In Sants
tute of Technology and 8 member B
of Deukme,!llu;‘s lnq:rlyr{ml:&agll-_ amccadpess | Clarita,
“We don't deslgn ev ; ’
the strongest wind we've ever en B u«Rﬂ L! S
countered. It might be conceiv- A—— W

ably possible to do so, but you

wouldn’t have any low-cost hous- News XPRESSL\
ing." OF
But others say it's time to re- PAGE

evaluate basics like materials and
designs.




QMy home wan sevcre\)y dam-
aged in the recent carthquake

and 1 do not carry _carthquake

insurance. Kriends are talking
ahout something ealled on “invel-
untary conversion” and say 1 may
be uble to elaim a tux deduction for
my losses. Cun you explain all this?
--CCK.

Cusualty losses, cven on a

A personal ‘residence, are lax
deductible up Lo the amount of
your tax basis in the house minus
bath $100 and 10% of your adjusted
grosx income. 13¢ very clear about
these regulations. Your deductible
loss Is Jimiled to cither your adjust-
ed lax Lasis or your aclual loss,
whichevor ir lower, nol your
home's assessed or markel value
which could he substantially high-
or than your tax basis depending on
when you purchased the home and
whethor you relled ovor untaxed
profita froin @ previous home.

Here's how L worka: 1.el's say,
using very round numbers, that
your lax basia in your homo Is
$100,000 and your adjusted gross
fncome is $100,000. Under the In-
ternal Revenue Serviee guidelines,
you would b limiled Lo a maximum
casuaity tax deduction of $89,800.
Jlere’s how you would figuro iU
$100,000 tax basis, minus $100,
ninng $10,000 (10% of your adjust-
cd grross income). 1t doesn’t mattor
whether your houxe {8 worlh
$250,000 and will nced $150,000
worlh of repairk lo be habitable
again. Your deduetible losses are
limited as deseribed in the above
calenaltion. lHowever, any moncy
you spend beyord the amount of
your deduction increascs your tax
basls in the house und will reduce
yaitr potential taxable gain when
yousell i, :

In addilion, once an arca haa
bieen officially designated 8 federal
disuster urea, you have the optinn
of claiming your cuaualty loss: on
the current yopr's Lux return or the
previeus year's tax return.

‘Thia cholee allows you to get a
Lax refund from Lhe prier year's tax
relurn processed immediately, glve
Ing you some murch necded eash. It
alro allows you Lo piek the year in
which your income was Jower,
maklug you cligible for the largest
peskihle easualty loss deduction.
For exainple, if your adjusicd gross
Income last yeur was $80,000, you

L0'd

would reduce your casually deduc.

tion by $8,000 plus $100, givinf &%a )

a polential maximum of $9
($100,000, minur $100, minus
$8,000.)

Tut, be careful, a cosualty loss
clalm ean trigger a tax audit. Sa
keep receipts, pholographs and
olther appropriate documentation
to substantiate your claim. When
your loss cxceeds your income for
{he year in which you claim it, you
may carry forward to the next
year, or back up to Lthreo ycars, the
remaining unrceognlzed loss. But
the total of your deductions is still
limiled Lo the amount of your lax
basis in the home.

An Involuntary convergion is an
entirely different matter and con-
cerns only taxpayers wha rocelve
an insurance scitlement or some
other sort of compensation for their
rropcrl.y losses. IRS rules govern-
ng these procedures allow taxpay-
crs up (0 two ycars to use the
proceeds from thele compensation
to replace their lost property. The
clock on tho two-year limit begine
running after the close of Lhe lax
year {n which the involuntary
conversion occurred. For taxpay-
ora affected by the carthquake, for
example, the replacement clock
begins ticking Jan. 1, 1965 and
expires Dee. 31, 1997.

Interest From Family
Gocs on Schedule B

Mow do I reporl the interest 1

recelve from a loan 1 made a
family member for a down pay-
ment on a home? —B.5.

You should includo it with any

other §nlerest income you ro-
ecive on Schedule B, Part 1 on your
lax return.

Calendar Year Key
to IRA Withdrawals

Ax of which dato do | ealculate

the value of my individual
retirement accounts In determin.
ing my annual mandatory with-
drawal? Also, how do I delermine
whal my age is whon 1 make the
withdrawal? Do [ use my actual
age at the time of the withdrawal
or my age as of the end of the
calendar year? —G.J.N.

A The amount of your mandalo-
ry distribution should be

J/MONEY TALK /CARLA LAZZARESQUI 108 ANGELES mqf_s Jm '3(') 1394

Earthquake Deductions Have Limits

based on the value of your 1RA
accounts as of Jan. § of the ycar in
which the withdrawal s to be
made. You should use your age as
of Nee. 31, of the year in which you
make the withdrawal, not your age
on the actun! date the money is
distributed.

Inherited Bond Interest
Probably Subject to Tax

When my sister died, I inherit-

¢d some U.S. Savings Ilonds on
which interest aceumulated un-
taxed. If 1 cash thein in now, what
is my tax liability? Ia it the amount
of intercst the bonds have gencrat-
ed from the Ume 1 inherit them
until I cash them In, or the inlerest
generated from the date of their
purchase? —DJ.M.

It no taxes have ever been

paid on the accumulated In-
terest, then you are liable for laxes
on all the Inlerest tha bonds have
gencrated. Be careful, however, Lo
check whether your sister’s cstate
reported that interest on her fihal
fncome tax return. In somo cascs, it
can make aonse for an csiale lo
report accumulated and unrecog-
pized fnlcrest on the decedent's
final return.

Why? When tho decedent has
little or na income for the year {n~

which he or she dles, income~up
o ecriain limils, of course—can be
reported and auill not bo subject to
taxcs because it doesn’t meet the
lax threshold. Porhaps this hap-
pened in your sister's case; you
should at least check.

If il did, then your would only be
Jiablc for taxcs on the interest the
bonds have generated slnce you
have held them.

If your slster's final tax return
did nol include the bond interest,
you arc liable for taxcs on the
whole amount. :

llowever, for the futuro you
ghould remember o use a dece-
dent’s final tax return (o fix fulleat

advantage,

Carla Lazzareschl cannot answer
mell Individually but will respond In
this column to finsnclel questions of
gencral Interest. Pleass do not tele-
phone. Wilts to Money Talk, Business
Saction, Los Angeles Times, Timos
Mirrer Squate, Loa Angeles, CA
900863,

[ §9
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Packard Bell Chafges
Were in the Works

Thv Jan. 22 siory on Ilgknrd
X Bell's layoff of workers omils
severa! eritied? fuclk (*Mackard Deld
I'lans ta 1ay Off Some Warkers at
Chatswarth Conler™). -

Yackard Jicll had notified all of
our scrvice and suppart cinployces

last Oclober that we were seeking a

new stte for the depariment. Op Jan.

10, we informed them of the compa-

ny's decision 10 move service and

support 1o Utah and asked thom to

accept or decline an invitalion to

relocate. Only 30 to 35 workers, or
1% of our technical support em-

ployces, were not offered a chance

{o relocate, based on unsatisfactory

performanee reviews,

We were all impacted by the Los
Angeles earthquake Jan. 17. Pack.
ard Bell's technical support bullding
was destroyed along with our corpo-
‘'rale headquarters. We were forced
to move Lo & new site and gccelerate
the opening of our Utah technical
support faellity.

Packard Bell 18 very concemed
aboit all of our employees, We are
offering psychological counseling to
any employce who suffered in the
quake. We arc also offering assisi-
ance 10 anyone who sustained per-
sonal losses.

Sadly, the earthquake brought
personal devastation for thousands

80 'd
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i important as corporate profite.

In addition, those contractors,
plumbers, electricians and other
business poople who came

“in the cluich—and charged their

Legislator Takes Alm -

: at Post-Quake Piratsv‘%

udos o the DNallas-based
Southland Corp. for lerminat-
ing franchise agreementa with elght
7-Fieven slores charged wilh price-
fouging n .tha wake of the North-
ridge carthquake (“7-Kleven Cut-
ting Franc Over Price Goug-
ing,"Jan,22). .
I'm delighted that Southland han
demonstrated that corporale re-
sponaibility and integrity sre as

regular prices—also dcserve our |

epplause. -
As for thoso price-gouging con-
traclors who are sceing dollar signs,

not devastation, in the wake of the
tragic carthquake, they're another
matler entirely, 1 hope the slale
Legislature will follow the example’
50t by Southland Corp. and (ake
swift action to ban priee gouging
throughout California whenever a
state of emergency is deelared. In
addition, ] plun 1o intreduee logisla-
tion to require the state Contractory’
Tdcensing Hourd to immediately re- -
voke the lleenne of any opportunistic
contraclor convicled of violating
any state or local price-gouging law.
Assemblywoman DEBRA BOWIN
(D-Torrance. Marina de! Rey)

‘- sue v
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: The Next Terror: Challenge of Rebuilding

e

By Kevin Starr M 4

irst came the terror of Ihcﬁr_mmh_uow
¢ome questions (hat hold a lerror of thelr own,
Ilow will Los Angcles and its surrounding
communitics survive the disruption to fig one
abiding necessity ~mobility? Can stratcgics to
supplement the broken lifelines be devised?
More subtly, but of equal importance, can the
civility and good behavior of the immediate post-
quake days be prolonged? . .
Irony of ironies, the Northridge carthquake tem-
porarily restored to the reglon, the city of Los
Angcles especially, fts lost rcputation. For nearly
Iwo years, the outside world has been Judging Los
Angeles by the riots. Iere, critics contended, was

Kevin Starr, professor of planning and development ot
{75C and faculty member of the USC Re -
tial College, is writing his nexi volume on the history of
Culifornia, "The Dream Endures: California Through
the Greal Depression” to be published by Ozford

Uniyergity Press. S _

f Proof positive of the pervasive soclal instability of
the city, and much of the county, of Las Angelcs.
Yel, in the wake of the carthquake, there were no
riots; looting was negligible. ‘The cilizens of the
region—of necessity!—zepossessed the public places
they had long since abandoned {0 the bad guys.

- Yet, news reports of possiblo widesproad fraud jn

the emergency food-stamp program take some of the

bloom off the rose of social ¢ooperation and good
behavior In the post-earthquake era. Dangerously,
the food-stamp fraud offers an opporiunity for,
immigrant.bashers who might want o suggest that
all immigrants, even the undocumentod, come from
the criminal underelass, which is not the case. In the
malter of showcasing soclal behavior, the carth-
quake givelh; the carthquake taketh away. In this
inslance, the earthquake has brought turther 1o light
the persistent presence of a Browing underclass in
the Southland,

Sull, it is not boosteriam to nole—henee to
praise- Lhe performance of front-line public ror.
vants, Lthe rank and fije of eity and counly govern-

Please sec REBUILDING, M2

”~

—

-"public-private mode of refinance be

0f 'd

- rendercd its data
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ment, in the ‘aftermath of the disaster. -

Nor is it naive lo note that Distriet Seven
of Callrans, the most challenged of all
governmental agencles, revealed {per-
haps for the first and last time) its
humanity, as well as its burcaueratlc
clout, when a succession of its engincers
Jerry-rigged a transportation IV (o the
lraumatized body of the region.

But now comes the hard parl. Now
comes the long-range, and perhaps most
real, challenge. Now comes the slow
recovery, with all its demands on person.
ol and communal paticnce. Now comes
the effort t6 maintain the high ground,
the momentarily achicved sense of com.
mon identity and purpose,

The responses to some quake-created
challenges, while expensive, are solf-evi-
dont. The partial collapse and subsequent
demolition of the Barrington Building on
Olympic Boulevard, with the loss of
countless, sensitive medical records, and
damage to the Hall of Justice, which
system, from finger-
printing to criminal histories, temporarily
useless, underscore the fact that the
region can no loager atford o maintain iig
dalabases In one place.

And how do we face up to the limits of
our highway engineering technology?
Should we, for the third time, spend tons
of milllone of dollare on overpasses that
must inevitably eollapse? The region now

has a window of Spportunity to diversify

its transportation options. But will gov-
ernment have the good sense to ease
restriclons on shu(tle vans, allowing
them to functlon as para-transi Jitneyson
declared routes? Or will it continue to
Protect the public- (ranait monopaly?

How can we roplace some 20,000-plus
units of housing stack? How can banks be
expecied o refinance multiunit gpart.
ment complexes that, under eurrent con.
struction codes and costs, can never be
made affordable to the population that
was displaced by the quake? Will gome

* achieved, thus putting Southern Califor.

nia on the cutling edge of housing
economies? Or will only the alfluent be

- able to regain lost bousing, with the rest

lingering on In tents or drifting (nto Third
World.style shanty lowns in exurban
arroyos and cul:_r*e‘ruﬂ?

Su v 'M] S,
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Comparisons have been made o the
rebuilding and Improvement of Athens .
following the Perslan invasion of 479-480
BC, or the rebuilding of London after the
Greal Fire of 1668, or the recovery of -
Atlanta after Sherman's march (o the sea, ,
or the reconstruction of Chicago afler the ;
great fire of 1871, or to the rebullding of .

1'd

San Franelseo following ‘the carthquake
end fire of April, 1908. In one sense, such
comparisons are perhaps too grand. Mot-
ropolitan Los Angeles was not brought to
the ground as were thege other eities. -

Yet, in another senae, such comparisons
are warrenled, at least in American
terms. The Northridge earthquake, at an
estimated $30 billion in damages, repre-
sénts the single mast anstly catastrophe
{n U.S. history. Athens, London, Atianta,
Chicago and San Franclsco had years to
rebulld, although San Francisco did (t In
slightly more than threc. Metlropolitan
Lot Angeles, by contrast, feels the neces-
slty of recovering immediately, lest it lose
Ite economic momentum, lest it gain a
negative reputation (n investment circles.

The $6.8 billion federal-aid package
will cover a mere 20% of the cslimated
Quake-related damage, Intraregional and
interagency competition far scarce funds
can be expected to be flerce, In this
spatially and sociologically segregated
region, scarcity of funds is too often
automatically transiated into interethnic
competition, which directly wars against
that momentary sense of unity (alrcady
threatening to reveal {tself as an illusion)
the Northridge quake ushered In..

The rebullding task Is enormous, per-
haps impossible of realization. It may bea
year or two or even more before things
ﬁ:back 10 normal, before metropolitan

eles can be truly sald to have
* regained the soclal and economie momen-
tum it was showing before the quake.

But, then again, the British historian
Arnold Toynbee has argued that near-
impossible challenges put cultures and
socletles {n connection with their best
possibilities. In crisis, noles Toynbee,
comes the challenge, and from the chal-
lenge comes the response.

Significantly, as Toynbee tells us, it is
those very values momentarily recovered
by metropolitan Los Angeles in the
earthquake~shared identity, moral com-
munity, a sense of hope and the common
good, the distinctive rencwal that comes
from struggling against adverse fate—
that are most relevant to the recovery or
collapse of pasl societies.

Will historians of a future era see in the
behavior of metropolitan Los Angeles
after the Northridge earthquakc—see In
the social programs, economic and entre-
preneurial strategies, traffic and engi-
neering solutions—a creative u:hpome to
the challenge of the quake and the soclal
problems it underscored? Or will some-
thing less than this be achieved: not
enough W eliminate the region entirely
(that is impossible) but certainly encugh
to have it Jose ILs luster, to fall short of
that dream of a Detter life that has filled
Southern California with hard-working,
aspiring people from évery corner of the
globe? . a
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About Two Weeks Later . . . #¢

JAN 3 0 1994

7imes Poll on Northridge quake contains silver linings, disturbing findings

What a two weeks it has

. been,

And what an cxtraordinary
next few months it no doubt
will be.

Spare us the cxcitement,
right? For--once again—the
millions who live here are
being severcly tested, this

lime by the biggest c'gm}-
g%ggpur modern hislory.
re, we'll pass the test.
We're resitient, determined,
commitled, all of that. Look at
the amazing resulls of the 1.0

Angeles 'Imes Poll taken last

weekend. It revealed that only
3% of poll respondents—and
only 4% In the most heavily

. damaged arcas--say they will

plck up and get oul.

So we're staying, we're dig-
ging In, we're fighting back.

That we know,

What we don't know is
whether we'll be betler or
worse for all the trauma.,

No Icss than 51%, of respon-
dents said they were suffering
psychologically as a resull of
the 6.6-point guake that oc-
curred carly Jan. 17. Indeed,
ane in four satd the Northridgo
carthquake was one of the
warst experiencex of thelr

cl'd

many of us into doing what we

Picking up the pleces.

lives. Sounds reasonable (o us.

What did scem a lot less
sensible was that 83% of those
commuling alone said they
would continue to do so. It
takes some kind of zany opti-
mist to find a silvor lining in an
carthquake, but our hope has
been that the commuting
nightmare that we have al)
awakened to would foree

should have been doing all
along: Start a car pool, take a
bus, ride a train.

Our guess is Lthal a few more
weeks of the post-quake com-
muling ordea) will chip away
at that 83% figure. We'll see.

And no onc really knows

how much children will be
affected by the trauma. End-
less psychologists—pop and
otherwise—will no doubt
speculate. B3ut only the atten-
tive parent will be able to tell.
It did scem 10 us that local
school officials moved as
quickly aa hwnancly possible
to gol the schools up to speed.
That was a relicf Lo the kids,
not Lo mention their parents.
Another silver lining—can
you can hear us whistling?—is
that the cxperience of this
powerful quake will motivate
us all to take the whole busi-
ness of carthquake preparcd-

ness a lol more scriously. Dis- -

turbingly, 53% of poli
respondents did not consider
themsclves well-prepared for
a quake. We've got to change.
8o, as you go to bed tonight,
ask yourself this question: Do
You know where your flash-

lights axfc.?. —

ge

v

699

L0 NOW vB-1€-Nel



LOS ANGELES TIMES
JAN 3 0 1994

A Mayor in Sneakers: Right Leader
for a City Reeling from Disaster

w Quake: Riordan has been
touching, holding and
reassuring the people. Will his
ability to get things done
become the basis for a visian?

.| BY Xandra Kayden M-_- 7

reat tragedy frequently spawns
great leadership. But though Les
Angcles is recovering from the
Northridge carthquake, it is not
because t t forth
as a knight in shining armor to lead
ue (hrough the dust of the trembling
Karth. Rather, we have had a mayor in
sneakera, turning up at onc disaster site
after another, day after day, to touch,
hold and reassure shaken children and
ndults,

For Itichard Riordan, the quake and ils
aftermath have provided an extraordi-
nary opportunity to learn what works and
what doesn’lL wark in city government.
They may even help him eraft a vision for
tho city, something he has, so far, not
been able to do.

Admitiedly, it is difficult to assess
Riordan’s lcadership by more conven-
tional standards. The mayor is not entire-

*ly responsible for the functioning of the

Xendra Koyden, a visiting scholar at the
Center Jor Politics and Fconomics af the
Claremont Colleges, is the guthor of “Sur-
viving Power” (Free Press).

£1'd

Fire Department or the Department of
Waler and Power, or all the cily agencies | -

that have risen to this extraordinary
oceasion. Still, Riordan has been quite
effective in gelting to work on the lasks
at hand—tasks that are clcar and whose
goals are sharcd by all. His political power
is growing by leaps and bounds.

But s he ovolving into a more effective
Jeader in a city whose preference for &
weak mayor is written into law?

Last year, CORO, the national leader-
ship training program, asked (wo groups
of rooplo living in Southern Californis o
define leadership. One group was com-
posed of neighborh residents, the
other of leaders. Each drew up a list of 10
tﬁalilies assoclated with lcadership that
they valued most.

On six qualities—good listener, vision,
respect for others, risk-taker, integrity
and the abllity to delegate—the (wo

groups concurred. The neighborhood | -

groups also valued leaders who are open-
minded, compassionate, sclf-confident
and good communicators, 8ll facels of
character, except for the last quality. ‘Che
leaders valued the abllity to motivate, to
get things done, charisma and the ablifty
{o Inspire—qualities that emphasize links
with others.

One of the more inleresting findings
was that the farther leaders get from
thelr communitics—the more successful
they are In climbing the ladder of pow-
er—the weaker their rclationships to
their constituents are perceived to be-
come. Doubls about them creep in—part-

, ly because of the perceived increase in

“dinmt .
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calling on his car phone to give orders.
hls, more than anything else, may
account for his high approval ratings in
the weeks since the quake struck.

A modern, urbane soclety, we may
come to recognize, is nol run by one
knight but thousands of knighls, some on
. horseback, some on mules, some Just

walking thelr blocks.

- " We have & vision of a Log Angcles that
works: traffic moving on the frecways,
homes rebullt, safety and gecurily from
the clcments and cach other, 8 recavered
economy.
. Riordan is doing an extraordinary job in
helping make those things happen, and
while words and scnlences are not his
strong suil, he docs convey & sense of
purpose and abllity. When he stumbles
over the words, well, maybe his lack of
slickness makes him more like us, closer
10 home, someone to be trusted.

People want leaders to be close to
them—10 listen to them, 10 be connected
_ o them, to assurc them. 1t's hard to do

that in sn urban solting, which may be
~ why leaders place more glress on commu-

nication.
The earthquake brought the mayor out
{ into hizcily, back o the people. We have
BARBARACUMMINGS / for T Tunst | . watched him assume responsibility, take

L et . : _  risks and Lry to get things done. That is
politieal distance, partly beciuse the Yot, in the aftermath of the worst ' Teadership by sny measure, an 4 those

highcr the office, the mare vulnerable the quake {n modern 1.A. history, television |! ,
officchalder I o racdia serutiny. 'felevi- | secms o have brought Riordan closer (o 1, :{::':8,;:’ among Riordan's greatest
sion ships away thal quality of charisma | us, closing the distance—and thus the : Learning what works and what doesn't

{hat cnabics us 10 belleve that someona {rust gap—belween him and us. In terms |! may enable Riordan lo see a better vision,
else is hetler, smarler, inare bicssed than | of the CORO study, Riordan has been and that will be the measure of great-

R
.'q‘
‘)_1}.'1

AR
t:{l,ﬂ

frd

the yest of us. _ seen in the nelghborhood, listening, then ness—{f he can bring us along withhim. O
217 g |
bl'd
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A Few Aftershocks From

[the Other Side of the Pagific
PACIFIC PARAMETRRS M2 s

A sampling of commentary from around
the Pacific Rim:

a Phiflppines *] couldn’t help wonder-
Ing if Americans, or even Filipino Amori-
cans, were as riveled 1o their TV screens
when Mt. Pinatubo crupted, or when the
devastating lahar [volcanic mudstide)

- swept across Central Luzon, or cven
when the 1991 Luzon earthouake shook

entire cities to rubble. Whilo satellite

world . . . round the campfire, it secms it

is still the rich and the powerful who

decide what stories to tell, or to tell first,

or to tell best.” :

—Xina Jimenez-David in the Philippine

Daily Inquiver, ofter waiching Hve TV
reporis of the Northridge earthquake.

s Australia “Most Angelencs will shake
off the dust and get on with life. Thelr day -
of reckoning has not yet come.”

—Sydney Momning Herald, citing risk
caleulations for life“on the fault Hne.”

communications have Indecd drawn the l
]
|

——
-
-l
s
-

e

. tion was an fnjection for men that would
1 subdue their testosterone and prevent
i| them from mating until they had proved
| themselves sufficiently trustworthy.”
it =The Nelson Evening Matl, also soluting
I «ghg opirit of capitalism” oulside the Ma-

* nassas courthouse, where chocolate replicas
! of the Bobbilt knife and organ were on sale.

u Talwan “The US. should cncourage

|® Now Zealand “Ncw Zealand can learn
from the ragic expericnce of Los Angeles
+ « « . Earthquake planning must be on
the basis of making the best preparations
to dcal with the worst situation.”
~Bay of Plenty Times, Rotorua, noling
that New Zealand also awaits o " Big One”
“There arc those in America loday Who |
are arguing that Lorena Bobbiti’a ré-
venge Is just retribution for male vio--
lence, Perhaps the front lines of this
particular battle of the sexes are closer to
home than we realize. A recent series of
programs on Natfonal Radio on violence
againsl women ended with one woman

contributor suggesting that the only solu-

§1°d

the moderates and liberals in Beljing to
resolve the remaining human-rights is-
sues, rather than brandish the secrel

every lurn.”
= Editorial in the China Times.

e Hong Kong *The U.S. must also bear
:* gome blame for the problems of {ts trade

" elationship with China. China’s evaston
- of the quota limits, and the ensuing battle,
, are the result of the U.S. system of trade
protection.”
! '=South China Morning Post, editorializing
' that MFN won't be renewed “as a result of
thrects of retaliation or the release of a few
token dissidents.”

» Thalland “Former U.S. President
George Bush described himsell as an
“ynemployed retired American.” But
what he did not mention was how faich
Thais spent for this “jobless” scnior
Ameriean eltizen 1o visit the country.”
= The Nation, Bangkok, observing that it
cost Thal sponsors $400,000 for the Bush
. .. — -——= - glopover Jon. 19-21.

weapon of most-favored-nation status -

799
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'County Extends State
of Emergency to Cut Red Tape-.

& Supewvisors: Sheriff
Block seeks permission to
lease space for workers
displaced by closure of
Hall of Justice.
By ERIC MALNIC
TIMES STAPF WRITER

he Los Angeles County

an administrative move that will
give county officials wider authori-
ty o purchase supplies, make re-
pairs and Jease office space far

employees displaced by the earth-

two dozen ecounty struc-
tures—among them the aging
Downtown Hall of Justice—remain
closed because of earthquake dam-

"age, and scores of employees have

been forced to double up at a time
when demand for their services ia
at arecord high,

Sheriff Sherman Block made a
personal appeal for
lea-enpaeetormems'lsdepm
ment personnel housed in the Hall
of Justice, which served for years
as the sherifi’s headquarters. The
Sheriff’s Department is now head-
quartered in Monterey Park.

Block said that because many of

the deparument’s computerized re-
cords and identification systems
are locked up in the landmark
building at Temple and Spring
streets, “sex and narcotics offend-
ers are not being registered, fin-
gerprints are not being Jogged and

. & whoie range of lJaw enforce-
mem procedures are pot getting
done.”

- The supervisors qned to pro-
vide temporary space for Block's
personnel but postponed a decision
on finding a permanent location for
them.

The workers had been acheduled
o move awt of the Hall of Justice at
the end of the year, but earthquake
damage has speeded up.the pro-

cess,
Officials estimate that it would
cost about $80 million to refurbish

the 69-year-old buidding, which

ance housed such famous prisoners
as Charles Manson in the jail that
occcupies the top floors. Some have
suggested that it would be better to
gimply tear down the old huilding,

In other developments Friday:

@ Authorities took ateps to quash
a variety of scams that have
sprung up in the aftermath of the
Jan, 17 Northridge earthquake,

The Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment’s bunco division assembled a
unit to investigate quake-related
fraud, federal investigators were
aent to welfare offices to 1ook for

JAN 29 180F
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Mﬂ] daims for emergency food
stampa and state agents started
poaing as homeowners o catch
contractors ' overcharging for
earthquakce repairs.

In an e!fon to stop “double-dip-
ping.” the federal Department of
Agricultore approved a 72-hour
waiting period for those applying
for a one-time allocation of emer-

residence and declare that they met
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toreceive the i .
“I¢s pot our intmt to hassle
wha need food,” said Dick
Monwya of tae USDA’s Food and
Nutrition Service. “But a few peo-
ple are going to cheat, and we're

ing o strike a balance.”

o A modergle, raagnitude-4.0 af-
tershock eentered three miles

- east-southeast of Newhall was felt

aver 2 wide area at 1209 p.m.
fono'edthreemnmmubya

and by another ao
tremor at 447. pan., Caltech re-

thap 179,000 people bad applied for
federal assistance. They said

checks for temporary housing o~
mmsw.'lmummugn
mailed out : v

oGav.mWﬂaonammced'a
$3-million program 0 hire people
who lost zhcirjobsbecauseoh'ne
Q\nkemdodemw'uk.mjoh
will pay $2,000 a month.

o City officials said 28,557 duild-

bmucdturdwm
X sheriffs deputics said
Jose Campa’s tem] rose 0
1‘(’71 degrees belore he d.&k
. -
oThe jon, a L
h{ based, t organiza-,
tion funded by. Kirk Kex-~
that it has do>

2 /8
Baggezw’s
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SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

Many Elderly Quake Victims Still Dlsplaced

Bymedtieesier . AKT After fifelong struggles with hard times
some find that everything they had is gone

Chronichs By wriser

Geranada HiNs, Los Angeles County
Displaced and

diepossessed,
many dllllly vietims of the
Nertirhige quake m
Iving en the hrink when
ty shoved them into an abyrs,

<t lmagimed they would becomo
horeeless.

“Is there wach & thing s eavy-
ing the dead?" saked Myrs Lutsky,
a gaminile figure whe offered
herage as “sweet 16” mshesatoa
her cot ja the Red Croms shelter la
the gymmasium of Granada Hilks

_ High Bchool. Pfled around her fn

| &

Setleufficiont snd proud of i,
M.equhw.ppdhdnvm )
- has happened to them. Despite of-:
ten living with adversity, they mes-

Latuky, 8 New Englander with
the wouch of a Boston sccent,
moved 10 Southern California 23

JAN 29 1004

“I Yost may hustiand ou our SRh
wedding anniversary from cancer,
and my son, who was 21 and a nte-
dent st Rotgers, was killed fn an
awtomaobile accident,” she said. “1
went te the cometery every Sun-

. day and cried my eyes out. A

friend said, 11 you don't move out
of mate, the men in white sufts are
going (o coma for you.'”

She retired 10 years ago from a
.Caresr »s a receptianist and PBX
" operator for United Artists, Pera-
pount Studios and Variety. At the
time of the quaks, shesaid she wae
getting by on her Social Security
pesnion and om her dwindling sav-
" ings.

Swddenly homeloss, she lived ia

ber car for two daya before going -

to the shelter, wheve she has been
sent 1o the hospital three times for

“You kmow, I once had a won-
derful ltfe and a beautiful home.”
she said. *"T've gone from the top to
ht.hi_bonon. I've been through

On Thurnday, & trailer fram the
Federal Emergency Management
Administration finally arrived at
the shelter to help those who could

- ok traved in search of aid or stand

= Jong lines.

Lutsky emerged from her
meoting whth JEMA workers to
sy that they had given her “a gov-
ernment 800 aumber to call.” She-
rolied ber eyes.

The organization that is clearly
scoring high marke with the elder- -
iy i the Red Cross, which up to
yesterday had 8,143 people of all
ages in its 31 shelters, had counsel-
ed 1,799 victims and had served
423,000 moals,

“We're just emergency, sbort-
terma help, and we're freo,” said -

Red Croms spolkeswomam Beity
. BDERLY; Page A19COLS

B}][{gszws
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‘Aamer. “FEMA s all lougterm,

and yox have to pay it back”

For lvadine N. Erwin, whe
tumed 800n January 17, the day of

] Ui ertiguake; tho shelter at Gres-.

pada Hllls High has been a Mfesav-
er. Freed from her damaged

SISV Y

Mrugenmwwm
whe breke down hee door, she
wandered around in her n!gl\b
gown untll someone gave her a
man's robe and shoes.

“If # hadnt been for the Red
Cross, I'd be In a street or a park,”
shesajd. .

NewsEXPRESS

PAG£3/~ OF =>

BY SCHAR MALONPY/TIE ORONICUS |

tvadine N. Brwin of Northridge, whmndwﬂnhydﬂnm ouon.mlnclodacudnlhruﬂdppdm
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Answering
questions
on quakes

OZENS of resporues 0
ouroffer to anawer
- quakg questions have re:

vealed thag many of you haves
handle on genarsl disaster pre-
parednesy infarmation, but Just
48 many of you are uncertain
sbout some of the detalls.

That's not surprising, Prepar-
ing for the Big One isnt slwayss
by-the-book proposition of stock-
r ling survival gear. 1t's als0
earning how to resct Ln & mo-
ment's notice to unexpected per-

ils.
Everyone in quake country
should attend 8 Red Cross first

ald and disaster tralning seradner.

Become familiar with local gov- -

ernment and non-profit emergens -

cy man nt sgencles and the .
services they offer — before the .
next quaXe hits. The (ront of the

telephone directpry white pages
offers wealth of disaster pre-
paredness information.

this first instaliment of an-

swers should il in mprie of the
"u. ! '.l M

1

1 would Iikie 8 detalied check:|

lst of what 1 could pack for
my family to help us survive for
five to seven days. [ have throe
small children and s husband. I'm
talidng yatér, food, clothes, ev-
erything that is suggested.

SAN J0SE MERCURY NEWS
\

First, there dre six categories

of essential supplies for 4l
saster survival, They are: waler,
food, first ald, clothing and ded-
ding, tools and emergency sup-
ples and special items. You need
one gallon of water par person
permx.mdl_np tic contain-
ers and st least s three-day suD-
ply of non-perishable food,
goods and dry or pow-
dered Itema, depending upon you!

roen! 0

t
include In your val Kit, Free
from PEALA, %"'m e o6
m u e
age primes You Resdy?
our Guide To Disaster Prepared
ness” and the A-to-Z list of every
thing you' need In a disaster,
“Your Family Disastet Supplies
KIt," also tells you how to main-
tain equipraent and how to store
rotase food and water sup-
los. Writs PEMA, Publication
est, 0. Box 70274, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20024.

pu
u thould

Where am | golng to store sli
that isrequired inan ¢
quake D! ess ki It'sas if
1 have to have another house for
it all. And what If the housa is
damaged so that! can't get to it?
— Anonymou

Don't be daunted by the

space required to store the
dozens of items recommended by
FEMA and the Red Croas.

Store itoms In strategic loca-
tions. The gas shut off wrench,
cbvicusly, should be strapped
down the shut-off valve.
Place & flashlight, work shocs
and ¢ warm Jacket under your
bed, for example. Put & days'
worth of survival {ood, waler an:
other supplies In o backpack ot
duffel bag near a dooTWaY 30 you
con !sb t on ynur way out.

. “Everybody has touse thelr
own common sense,” says Dob
Flelds, a spokesman with the San
ta Clara County Office of Ameri-
can Red Cross.

Several similar small kits, one
at home, one In the car and onc al
the werkplace makes more scnse
thsan batting on one location, ¢X-
mru say. Get fariliar with your

me inside and out and congider
scveral existing ocations that
ight be sparcdins major quake

JAN 29 1534

P.23

BURRELLES

NEwsEXPRESS.

PAGE

A S0 =2



Astro Sciences receives order from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency

CHATSWORTH, Calif.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Jan. 31, 1994--Astro Sciences
Corp. (NASDAQ:AOSC) announced Monday that its J&L Information Systems
division has received an order from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, FEMA, for the company’s network communication products to
assist in FEMA’s recovery efforts associated with the California
Earthquake.

Lubash, president of Astro Sciences Corp., stated, "We are pleased
to be able to support the Federal Emergency Management Agency and their
efforts to help the victims of the recent California earthquake. Our
offices also suffered damages during the earthquake, but now we are
back in full operation." Lubash continued, "J&L Information Systems
has supplied FEMA with ChatterBox(tm) communication servers in past
emergencies, including the San Francisco earthquake, Hurricane Andrew
and Hurricane Hugo, the fires in Oakland and the Texas Tornados. For
emergency applications and disaster relief, our products are used for
computer networks communications from and to remote field locations and
central disaster control areas."

Astro Sciences Corp. under its J&L Information Systems division, is
a leading manufacturer of communication servers and gateways for the
Local Area Network, LAN, and Wide Area Network, WAN, industry.

CONTACT: Astro Sciences Corp., Chatsworth
A. Charles Lubash, 818/709-1778
or
L.G. Zangani Inc., Flemington, N.J.
Leonardo Zangani, 908/788-9660



Quake Aid To Immigrants Hit

SAN FERNANDO, Calif. (AP) _ The earthquake widened the crevice
between the state’s illegal residents and those who would give them
a one-way ticket out of town.

Recent announcements that undocumented immigrants who suffered
losses in the quake qualify for emergency home loans and other
long-term aid drew a quick response.

"The only relocation aid the illegals should get is a bus
ticket back home," said state Rep. Pat Nolan.

Alycia Martinez, a native of Mexico who has lived in the San
Fernando Valley for the past eight years without a green card, said
she and her four children barely escaped when the walls of their
house collapsed in the early morning darkness of Jan. 17.

Because she rents, Martinez said she doesn’t plan to apply for
federal aid. But she was surprised to hear that anyone would object
if she did.

"We all work and pay taxes. We feel it is good for the
government to help," Martinez said.

Federal courts have held that undocumented immigrants cannot be
denied basic government services, including public education,
medical care and some welfare programs.

While there are an estimated 1 million illegal immigrants in the
state, disaster aid workers aren’t checking immigration status, so
it’s impossible to know how many are seeking help, state Emergency
Services spokeswoman Eliza Chan said.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency and the state are using
interpreters and foreign-language brochures to assure immigrants
they won’t risk deportation if they ask for aid, said Chan.

"We want to help people who do not fully realize that they have
the right to assistance," Chan said.

For anti-immigrant activist SuSu Levy, it comes down to the
question of distributing scarce resources in an already overcrowded
region.

"Ys it selfish, really, to kick people out of a lifeboat who
would sink it?" said Levy, who decided to move to Arizona after
the quake.

Nolan and U.S. Rep. Dana Rohrabacher, both Republicans, blasted
FEMA for allowing non-citizens to apply for aid. They also
criticized the Immigration and Naturalization Service for
announcing that agents would not police aid centers.



Rohrabacher said Friday that he will introduce legislation to
bar federal agencies from offering loans and other long-term relief
to undocumented immigrants. Nolan said he will introduce a similar
bill to cover state agencies.

A spokesman for the Mexican American Legal Defense and
Educational Fund called that reaction "shameful." '

“These disasters do not differentiate between nationality or

citizenship status, and neither should the federal government,"
staff lawyer Tom Saenz said.

AP-NY-01-31-94 0351EST



AS DAMAGE REPORTS MOUNT, 200,000 SEEK QUAKE RELIEF

By Matt Spetalnick

LOS ANGELES, Jan 30 (Reuter) - More than 200,000 victims
have flooded relief offices with aid requests following the Los
Angeles earthquake, virtually guaranteeing it will surpass
Hurricane Andrew as the costliest U.S. disaster, officials said
Sunday. :

Even as federal funds poured in, authorities began cracking
down on price gouging and food-stamp fraud, which have plagued
the recovery effort. Ten suspects were arrested in what
officials called a front for one of the major scam operations
that have sprung up.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency reported Sunday that
it had received more aid applications in the two weeks since the
quake than in the first six months after Andrew’s onslaught.

The latest figures provided further evidence of what
California Governor Pete Wilson had already predicted -- that
total damages from the devastating quake would top the $30
billion in losses south Florida sustained in 1992.

"When something like this happens in the middle of the
nation’s second largest urban area, the magnitude of the damage
is bound to be unlike anything we’ve seen before," said FEMA
spokesman Brett Hansard.

Until now, federal officials had been reluctant to
corroborate the governor’s assessment.

President Clinton has asked Congress to rush $6.6 billion in
disaster aid to southern California, but state officials say it
will barely scratch the surface of the area’s rebuilding needs.

The magnitude-6.6 quake that rocked Los Angeles before dawn
January 17 killed 60 people, collapsed freeways and destroyed
more than 14,000 houses and apartments. At least 25,000 people
were left hormeless. '

A series of aftershocks -- one measuring 5.0 -- rumbled
through the area early Saturday, buckling already weakened
structures and sending some nervous residents scrambling back to
shelters.

Scientists working to unlock the secrets of the Northridge
Earthquake have concluded that its epicentre -- where the first
seismic waves reach the surface — was actually in the town of
hard-hit town of Reseda, several miles south.

As the city struggles toward normalcy, authorities have
begun cracking down on scam artists preying on shaken residents.



Federal agents late Saturday arrested 10 people and seized
thousands of dollars in cash and food stamps in an operation
suspected of illegally laundering coupons that were supposed to
have gone to poor people under an emergency distribution.

Dick Montoya, a spokesman for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, say the men were "runners" for a much larger
fraud ring.

Amid signs of rampant fraud, food-stamp centres at local
welfare offices began a 24-hour shutdown Sunday in an effort to
tighten up screening procedures.

More than 50,000 people — many hungry and homeless -- stood
for hours outside county government offices last week in scenes
reminiscent of the bread lines of the Great Depression.

City officials, angered by complaints that landlords have
been using the quake to evict tenants illegally and raise rents,
warned building owners they would be dealt with harshly.

As authorities investigated hundreds of complaints of price
gouging, consumer activists fanned out to confront merchants who
residents accused of cheating them.

They were demanding that storeowners sign agreements
pledging to charge customers fairly or else face boycotts.

People had reported paying up to $10 for a gallon of milk.

On the political front, the harmony that marked the initial
response to the quake emergency has since turned to bickering.

State Insurance Commissioner John Garamendi, who announced
his candidacy Saturday for the Democratic nomination for
governor, was quoted in newspaper interviews as accusing Wilson
of "wimping out" for failing to ask for a tax increase to help
rebuild quake-damaged areas.

Garamendi said that instead of asking the federal government
to foot the entire bill, Californians should sacrifice by paying
temporarily higher sales and gas taxes.

All across the region’s fractured freeway system, engineers
worked to open detours to cut down on the nightmarish commute
faced by motorists since the quake.

With the number of quake refugees dropping to about 500
overnight in six tent cities, National Guard troops were making
plans to begin closing some of the encampments. About 5,000
people were still living in Red Cross shelters.

REUTER



L.A. quake aid applicants surpass Hurricane Andrew total
By MARINA DUNDJERSKI

LOS ANGELES (UPI) _ Less than two weeks after the great Los Angeles
earthquake, the number of people seeking disaster aid has already
reached 200,000 _ surpassing the total number of aid applications six
months after Hurricane Andrew, federal officials said Sunday.

Rebuilding efforts continued, meanwhile, as transportation officials
opened various freeway detours to ease traffic jams through key arteries
of the Los Angeles freeway system. And in a crackdown on post-quake food
stamp fraud, authorities held five suspects in a federal detention
center in downtown on suspicion of participating in a black-market food-
stamp ring. :

The Jan. 17 earthquake _ which has claimed 60 lives _ already is
forecast to be the costliest disaster in U.S. history, and the numbers
are still rising, officials said.

"The damage from the quake is worse than that from Hurricane Andrew,
" said James Lee Witt, director of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency. "And many more people were affected by the quake."

A total of 208,777 earthquake victims filed for aid by Sunday
afternoon, Witt said at a news conference in Pasadena outside the
California Office of Emergency Services. That number continues to
increase by about 20,000 a day, he said, and he predicted that more than
350,000 people will seek aid, far surpassing the total in 1992 for
Hurricane Andrew.

The continued flow of people to already long disaster aid lines is
due in part to people who were previously unable to get to a center, as
well as continued temblors that bring additional destruction, Witt said.

"After every aftershock, we have more damage,"” Witt said. "We will
have to wait until they subside to learn the accurate extent of
everything."

To counter the large number of applicants filing for federal and
state aid, and to ease lines, Witt said FEMA will open the 19th and 20th
Disaster Application Centers in Northridge and Newhall on Monday.
However, Witt added that he expects the number of applicants to begin
dwindling. The quake has caused an estimated $30 billion in damage.

U.S. Department of Agriculture officials have distributed more than
100,000 food stamps to quake victims. Although most people applying for
stamps have been affected by the quake, there are some people who are
abusing the system, said John Carey, general counsel for FEMA.

Five people were arrested late Saturday and are awaiting arraginment
on charges of food stamp fraud. Carey said the five were found with $5,
000 in food stamps and $2,500 in cash.

"The people of FEMA are in the business of providing disaster
assistance to those persons truly in need," Carey said. "It is our
mandate to provide this assistance quickly and compassionately. We will,
however, respond to allegations of fraud aggressively and firmly."



In an effort to cut down on fraud, the USDA will begin enforcing a
72-hour waiting period for emergency food stamps beginning Monday.
Officials said earlier this week that some people made false, inflated
or multiple claims and contributed to lines that stretched for blocks.

The emergency food stamps are expected to be distributed through Feb. 8.

Elsewhere, population in Red Cross shelters and tent cities continued
to decline as people moved into temporary housing. A total of 5,794
people stayed in shelters Saturday evening.

Authorities said many quake-damaged buildings that were condemned may
only need repairs and will be re-inspected to check if residents can
return. So far, more than 40,000 buildings have been damaged.

Continuing rebuilding efforts that began in the first hours after the
initial 6.6 magnitude earthquake, transportation officials opened new
freeway detours, including one around the damaged Golden State Freeway
to the Santa Clarita Valley. That detour restored California’s primary
north-south route to 40 percent of its capacity.

Additional aftershocks, however, continued to cause problems.

Portions of the damaged Santa Monica Freeway _ the busiest in the nation
_ sunk an additional six inches Saturday following a sharp aftershock,
OES spokeswoman Jude Dunham said.

There were no significant aftershocks recorded by Sunday afternoon,
but inspectors were still investigating the effects of several large
aftershocks, including a 5.0 on the Richter scale, that struck the area
early Saturday, caused new damage and sent Angelenos scrambling for
cover once again. Since the 6.6 quake that hit Northridge last week,
more than 3,000 aftershocks have been recorded, with 353 measuring
between 3.0 and 5.9.

Los Angeles police said the 5.0 aftershock brought down the remains
of a stairwell on the campus of Cal State Northridge that had been left
partially collapsed by the original temblor. The school, which has been
closed since the huge quake, is set to reopen next month.

Several boil-water advisories remain in effect throughout some areas
of Topanga Canyon, Santa Clarita and the Castaic area.
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Federal Emergency Management Agency

Fax NewsExpress
DISASTER UPDATE

Office of Emergency Information and Public Affairs (202) 646-4600
Morric Goodman, Director

January 30, 1994

A summary of information gathered today from situation reports from FEMA's Emergency Support Team,
Federal response agencies, the Disaster Field Office in Pasadena, the State of California and local
governments affected by the Northridge Earthquake in Southern California:

SITUATION

* An aftershock of 5.0 occurred Jan. 29, causing additional injuries and damage in the Northridge area: a
section of Interstate 10 was reported to have dropped six inches, and Holy Cross Hosptial and California State
University at Northridge suffered more damage.

* Early earthquake damage estimates of more than $30 billion exceed the cost of Hurricane Andrew.
Although it is too early to calculate the total cost, damage to the road network is estimated to be $1.4 billion;
damage to water and power systems is estimated at spproximately $122 million.

* Electric power and gas services have been restored to all occupied buildings in the region. An estimated
450 customers remain without water. :

* Damage surveys are only 75% complete, but latest figures show more than 45,000 residential structures
damaged and 11,000 homes and apsrtments uninhabitable. Over 200,000 people have applied for disaster
assistance.

¢ The population of the temporary emergency park shelters (tents) is down to less than 700 as displaced
persons  are provided with disaster housing assistance or move back into their own homes.

FEDERAL RESPONSE ACTIVITES

* A total of 7,233 federal personnel from U.S. Govemment agencies and the American Red Cross are
currently engaged full-time in the earthqueke response and recovery. effort.

* Eighteen stationary Disaster Application Centers (DACs) and 13 mobile DACs remain in operation
throughout the affected area, and two additional stationary DACs will open Jan. 31. Beginning today, stationary
DAC hours are 9am-7pm PST daily. As of Jan. 28, DAC registrations totaled 54,264.

* FEMA's 1-800-462-9029 teleregistration number (TDD: 1-800-462-7585) received 12,025 disaster aid
applications on Jan. 28, for a cumulative total of 143,161. -

¢ More than 16,000 checks totaling over $51 million had been disbursed by FEMA as of Jan. 29 to
individuals and families affected by the disaster. As of Jan 30, the Small Business Administration had approved

disaster loans totaling $5,476,700.

* Thirty-two emergency shelters (30 American Red Cross, 2 Salvation Army) remain in operation. On Jan.
29, they housed 5,794 displaced persons.

-more-
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* Mobile feeding units on duty in the disaster arca now number 120 (110 Red Cross, S Salvation Army, 5
Southern Baptist). To date, they have served 549,881 meals.

* The Red Cross is operating 17 Disaster Service Centers to provide immediate assistance to earthquake
victims, and has completed 8,394 of the 15,159 disaster welfare inquiries received to date. Thus far, Red Cross
expenditures on the earthquake relief operation total $3 1,647,913,

* Latest figures from the Emergency Food Stamp certification sites indicate that 47,262 applications had
been received, 35,104 were approved, and an estimated $9,684,056 in food stamps were issued. Most of the
remaining applications are pending, aweiting verification of applicants' identities.

* The U.S. Corps of Engineers (USACE) mission to provide water to the LA area had delivered 1,191,800
gallons of bulk water and 399,324 gallons of bottled water through Jan. 28. All but four water distribution sites
will be closed Jan. 30. USACE has also been tasked by the U.S. Department of Transportation to construct a
temporary rail station at Camarillo.

* All Disaster Medical Assistance Teams (DMATs) were relieved of their missions by the evening of Jan. 29.
They had treated a cumulative total of 3,432 patients.

* Veterans Administration (VA) nurses and medical personnel are still being used heavily at the DACs,
where they saw a total of 1,920 patients in the three days ending Jan. 28. Two VA mobile health clinics
continue to treat patients at the damaged Sepulveda Veterans Administration Medical Center, and two more are
deployed daily to various locations determined by LA County officials. The mobile clinics are scheduled to
operate through Feb. 2, but may be extended due to the continuing aftershocks in the aree.

* All voluntary agencies active in the disaster area say that a cash contribution is one of the best ways to
o meet the needs of disaster victims in a timely and effective manner. Priority needs also include blankets,
e diapers, personal comfort items, and plastic sheeting. Donated clothes arc NOT peeded. The FEMA donations
hotline is 1-800-342-1100.

The news media are requested to publish/broadcast the FEMA toll-free disaster assistance teleregistration
number as often as posssible: 1-800-462-9029, or 1-800-462-7585 (TDD)

For media inquiries only, Public Affairs staff are available at the Pasadena Disaster Field Office to help
media. Their number is 818-405-7548.

Stations should call the FEMA Radio Network at 1-800-323-5248 for a series of recorded actualities on the
latest developments. These will be updated daily NLT 3:30 p.m- EST.

Regular TV news briefings on the “Recovery Channel” will be uplinked at 10am PST. Live disaster recavery
information will be provided from Ipm to 10pm PST daily. During other hours, a crawl will provide essential
information. Satellites are Ku Band, SBS 5, Transponder 4, 3.840 Horizontal; and C Band, Galaxy 6,
Transponder 7, 11.872 Horizontal.

-30-
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19TH AND 20TH DISASTER APPLICATION CENTERS
TO OPEN IN NORTHRIDGE AND NEWHALL

The nineteenth and twentieth State-Federal Disaster Application Centers (DAC) will both open on Monday, Jan. 31, at th
following addresses:

Coast Federal Bank
18000 Chatsworth
Northridge, CA

William S. Hart Park
(The Train Station)
A 24151 North Newhall Ave.
- Newhall, CA

Individuals affected by the Northridge earthquakes can apply at the DACs for a variety of federal, state and loca
as's&mcepmgmmﬁoursofopuuﬁononopmhgdayswﬂlbelp.mm7pm.'lhermﬂu',hourswillbe9am.m7pm

daily until further notice. All existing DACs will remain open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily.

-end-
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DOS CENTROS DE SOLICITUD PARA ASISTENCIA POR DESASTRE
COMENZARAN OPERACIONES EN NORTHRIDGE Y NEWHALL

Dos Centros de Solicitud para Asistencia por Desastre (#19 y #20)
comenzar n operaciones manana Lunes, 31 de enero, en la siguiente
direccion:

Coastal Federal Bank
18000 Chatsworth
Northridge, CA

Williams S. Hart Park
(The Train Station)

24151 Nortbh Newhall Ave.
Newhall, CA

Aquellos individuos afectados por el terremoto de Northridge pueden
solicitar, en los Centros, una variedad de programas de asistencia
federal, estatal y local. El horario del primer dia seri de 1 p.m.

a 7 p.m. Pasado manana, las horas de operacion ser n de9 am. a

7 p.m. hasta nuevo aviso. Todos los Centros de Solicitud para
Asistencia por Desastre permanceran con las mismas horas de
operacion (de 9 a.m. a 7 p.m.).

--fin--
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EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS WITH APPOINTMENTS AT
NORTHRIDGE/GRANADA HILLS DAC MAY COME IN EARLIER

PASADENA -- Anyone with an appointment to register for local,
state, and federal disaster assistance at the Northridge/Granada
Hills Disaster Application Center (DAC) may come in earlier,
federal and state officials said today.

The Northridge/Granada Hills DAC is located at the
Winnetka Recreation Center
8401 Winnetka Avenue
Northridge, CA 91306
A second DAC in Northridge is at the
Coast Federal Bank Building
18000 Chatsworth
Northridge, CA 91325
DACs are open daily, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

-end-
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Daily News Summary
State/Federal Northridge Earthquake

Disaster Facts

To apply for federal/state
Disaster Assistance:

24-hour toll-free
teleregistration
1-800-462-9029

TDD 1-800-462-7585

For information:
24-hour toll-free
information hotline
1-800-525-0321
TDD 1-800-660-8005

Total registrations
as of 3 p.m. January 29:

DACS cvviccnscanss 59,605
Teleregistrations ... 149,239
Total cccvveceenences 208,844

Estimated total
structures damaged: 40,000+
Estimated: total
damage cost: Being assessed.

Patients being admitted
to hospitals: 1,397
Injuries/Fatalities: 9,159/57
~-more--
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Daily Summary
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Emergency Food Stamp Application
Suspended Till Monday, January 31

Offices where low-income persons affected by the Northridge quake
may apply for the Emergency Food Stamp

Program will be closed today, January 30. The closure is to enable
restructuring of the 29 Los Angeles County

offices processing applications. Under the new structure, the
County will have 16 application sites. It has agreed

to develop a transportation plan to provide shuttle service to and
from emergency application offices where public

transportation is not readily available.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, California Department of Social
Services, and the County of Los Angeles

completed negotiations that will allow the county 72 hours to

process food stamp applications and issue a decision

letter indicating the eligibility of each applicant. Eligible

individuals can pick up their benefits that day. This

procedure became effective on Saturday, January 29.

* L] ®

. Disaster Shelter Population On The Decline

Total disaster shelter occupancy continues to decline. A total of
5,794 persons were still in shelters as of January

29. Shelter population is down from a high of 10,700 reported on
January 24; and 6,265 reported yesterday,

January 29. A number of housing programs made available to
displaced persons has hastened the relocation into

more permanent housing.

Local government and voluntary agencies have been helping residents
of the temporary emergency park shelters

(TEPS) move back into their homes or locate alternate housing.

TEPs now totalling 696 persons in 4 locations are

down from a high of 4,650 reported January 23. The remaining TEPS
may begin closing early next week.

~ Human Services: To date, over 16,000 housing checks have
been issued to families to meet their housing needs.

--more--
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Human services, individual assistance programs of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency, is

working with the City of Simi Valley to identify and fix
approximately 600 mobile homes that sustained
foundation damage. At the request of the City of Santa
Clarita, inspections of mobile homes knocked off

their foundations, were also conducted.

Interviews will begin Monday, January 31, with sheltered
residents of the City of Fillmore to identify those

who would be interested in living in a mobile home as there
is no available housing in the area.

Eighteen fixed and thirteen mobile Disaster Application
Centers (DACs) are now open. Two more DACs
will open on Monday, January 31:

DAC #19
Coast Federal Bank
18000 Chatsworth
Northridge, CA

DAC #20
William S. Hart Park
(the train station)
24151 North Newhall Avenue
Newhall, CA

DAC hours are 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily until further notice.

~ Transportation: CALTRANS urges drivers to reduce driving
speed because the rail tunnel at Santa

Clarita (Interstate-5/State Route 14 Interchange) has

flooded. Cracks in the tunnel have been observed,

but the tunnel is judged safe at this time. CALTRANS is
considering extending the tunnel by 1,500 feet

to protect the railroad right of way so that train service

will not be interrupted.

The Interstate-S/State Route 14 reroute opened January 29
to provide two lanes in each direction, and
return the system to 50 percent of capacity. CALTRANS
reports that the routing was the last of their
options until the structure is rebuilt.

-- more--
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~ Public Works and Engineering: The Army Corps of Engineers
has been tasked to provide construction

management services for towing and installation of
approximately SO government furnished mobile homes

and 100 travel trailers. The Corps has also been tasked to

build a temporary rail station in Camarillo. A

detailed scope of work and operation plan is being

developed.

The Corps is also providing 197 engineers to help local
officials inspect buildings. Structures inspected

include commercial buildings, apartments, single-family
dwellings, and public buildings. Five of the six

Disaster Application Center (DAC) building inspections are
complete. '

~ Health and Medical Services: Medical services personnel at
the 18 Disaster Application Centers (DACs)

continue to provide assistance to those visiting the

application centers. During the three days that medical
support has been provided to the DACs, a total of 1,920
patients have received assistance. Through

January 28, federal Disaster Medical Assistance Teams and

" the two mobile Veterans Administration clinics

have seen 5,669 patients.

~ Hazardous Materials: Clean-up of the Santa Clara River oil
spill continues. Contractors, under the

direction of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
on-scene coordinator, have removed 1,539 barrels

of oil from the river and spill area. The revised estimate

of spillage is now 5,113 barrels. This remains

the largest spill resulting from the Northridge quake; it
occurred near the Highway 126 junction with

Interstate-5.

Spill clean-up in the Los Angeles River in the City of San
Fernando.also continues. Oil recovered in the

cleanup is being taken to an oil storage tank.
Contaminated soil is being stored in roll-off boxes until
arrangements for final disposal are finalized.

--end--
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NEWS BRIEFING
WHEN: . Monday, January 31, 10:00 a.m.

WHERE:  Disaster Field Office
245 S. Los Robles
Pasadena, CA 91101

PARTICIPANT :
Dr. Richard Andrews, Director
Governor's Office of Emergency Services (OES)

James Lee Witt, Director
R Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Dr. Lucile M. Jones, Seismologist
United States Geological Survey

Joe Shuldiner
Assistant Secretary for Public and Indian Housing
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

Bill Ludwig, Administrator
United States Department of Agriculture
Food and Nutrition Services (USDA F&NS)

ISSUES:
*» Seismic future of Southern California
* Emergency food stamp program
* Earthquake concerns of the day
* Question & answer session
* One-on-one interviews

TV STATIONS: The briefings will be made available by satellite
at the following coordinates: KU Band SBS-5,
Transponder 4; C-Band Galaxy 6, Transponder 7.

-end-
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SAFETY ASSESSMENT VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
SPEEDS EARTHQUAKE RECOVERY

PASADENA -- Shortly after the magnitude 6.6 earthquake centered
in Northridge on January 17, hundreds of volunteer and local
government building inspectors were on hand at damage sites,
evaluating the safety of lifelines and structures.

The volunteers are among the 2,000 government and private-
industry engineers, architects, and building inspectors who

comprise the state's Safety Assessment Volunteer Program.
Coordinated by the Governor's Office of Emergency Services (OES),
the program is designed to help local governments evaluate the

* post-disaster safety of residential and commercial structures, as

well as essential facilities such as hospitals and police and

fire stations.

"Our goal is to help local governments allow occupants to return
to their buildings as quickly as possible, so that they can begin
the repair and recovery process," said Rick Ranous, OES
structural engineer and program coordinator.

After completing an inspection, a volunteer posts the building
with a placard or "tag" indicating the building's status. A
green placard means lawful occupancy is permitted, a yellow
indicates restricted or limited use is allowed, and a red means
occupancy is not permitted.

In Los Angeles County, the volunteers inspect structures and make
evaluations with safety as the primary concern. Therefore,
buildings believed to be unsafe sometimes have been "red-tagged"
as unsafe, even if it had not been possible to do complete, in-
depth inspections.

-- more--



Safety Assessment
Add One

Sometimes inspectors cannot gain entry into buildings. In these
cases, inspectors conduct outside-of-building inspections.
Therefore, some structures may be initially assessed as having
more serious structural damage than is the actual case.

" Access to buildings is a local government decision," Ranous
explained. "It is up to each jurisdiction to determine under
what conditions occupants may enter their buildings and retrieve
their possessions."

Rapid evaluations focus on structures and lifelines that are
obviously safe or unsafe; each lasts about 20 minutes. Detailed
evaluations focus on structures requiring much more thorough
assessments and can last as long as 1-1/2 hours.

Each volunteer inspector is a qualified professional and a member
of the Structural Engineers Association of California, the
American Society of Civil Engineers, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, the American Institute of Architects, the American
Construction Inspectors' Association, or the California Building
Officials.

The program was conceived in 1971, after the magnitude-6.4 Sylmar

- earthquake damaged both the Olive View and San Fernando Veterans
Administration hospitals, far exceeding assessment capabilities

of local government.

After an earthquake or other disaster, OES activates the program
at the request of local government. "Volunteers are sent to
assist local jurisdictions, who remain in charge," Ranous said.

Ranous added that the number of volunteers deployed, the time it
takes to complete all the inspections and assessments, and the

complexity of the mission varies with every disaster.

-end-



Food Stamp Applications Offices

Add One

Emergency Food Stamp Sites

*Ferguson Site
5557 Ferguson Ave.
East Los Angeles, CA

*Dodger Stadium
1000 Elysian Ave.
Los Angeles, CA

East Valley DPSS
14550 Lanark St.
Panorama City, CA

Rancho Park
10961 W. Pico Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA

San Fernando
12847 Arroyo St.
Sylmar, CA

Santa Clarita
27233 Camp Plenty Rd.
Canyon Country, CA

El Monte/San Gabriel Valley DPSS South Central

9521 E. Valley Blvd.
El Monte, CA

Exposition Park DPSS
3965 S. Vermont Ave.
Los Angeles, CA

. Lancaster DPSS
349-B Ave. K-6
Lancaster, CA

Paramount DPSS

1215 E. San Antonio Dr.

Long Beach, CA
Pomona DPSS
2040 W. Holt Ave.
Pomona, CA

(* indicates new site)

10728 So. Central Ave.
Los Angeles, CA

Southwest Special =
1326 W. Imperial Hwy.
Los Angeles, CA

*Victoria Park
419 E. 192nd St.
Carson, CA

West Valley
9035 Canoga Ave.
Canoga Park, CA

*Whittier Narrows Park

1000 N. Durfee Ave.
Rosemead, CA

-end-



NEWS RELEASE
FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL
COORDINATING OFFICE

Fax NewsExpress

150 East Colorado Boulevard Pasadena, CA 91101
OES FEMA-DR-1008-CA-PR#109
CALIFORNIA © January 30, 1994
California Office of Media Contacts: FEMA: (818) 405-7548
Emergency Services OES: (81 8) 405-7408

EMERGENCY FOOD STAMP APPLICATION
OFFICES TO REOPEN MONDAY

PASADENA, Jan. 30 -- Department of Public Social Services offices
will reopen on Monday, Jan. 31, after being closed for one day on
Sunday, to prepare for a consolidated processing system designed
to provide greater security and fraud control in the emergency
Food Stamp Program.

The number of Public Social Services offices accepting
applications for the one-time only emergency food stamp issuance
will be reduced from 29 to 16 on Monday at the request of law

- enforcement officials.

Under the new system, county food stamp workers will have 48
hours to approve emergency food stamp applications. Application
data will be transmitted to a centralized data processing center
and approval notice enabling people to pick up food stamps should
be in recipients' hands within three days. Applicants also will

be notified of the issuance location where they may pick up their
food stamps. Persons found to be ineligible will receive a notice

of denial of benefits.

The deadline to apply for emergency food stamps has been extended
to Feb. 8 as a result of the one day application moratorium. The
16 sites will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to accept emergency
food stamp applications. A listing of the 16 processing site
locations is attached. The Department of Public Social Services
will continue to process applications for regular food stamps at
its designated offices during regular business hours of 7 a.m. to
2 p.m., Monda through Friday.
--more--



MEDIA ADVISORY
FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL
COORDINATING OFFICE

Fax NewsExpress

150 East Colorado Boulevard Pasadena, CA 91101
OES FEMA-DR-1008-CA-PR#110
CALIFORNIA : January 30, 1994
Californio Office of Media Contacts: FEMA: (818) 405-7548
Emergency Services OES: (818) 405-7408

MEDIA ADVISORY

WHO: - James Lee Witt, Director
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Don Jones, Vice President of Disaster Services
American Red Cross (ARC)

| WHERE: American Red Cross Super Service Center
Northridge Fashion Center

. Tampa and Plummer Streets

el Northridge, CA

WHEN: Monday, January 31, 1994
2:00 p.m.

PURPOSE: Tour the facility
* One of 17 ARC centers in operation throughout
the earthquake-damaged area

Meet with workers
* 50 ARC caseworkers currently assigned there

Meet with people seeking assistance

* Assistance includes food, clothing, health &
medical aid, urgent household items, and temporary
housing

-end-
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rut sumply, the scientists retooled
a computer model for weather {ore-
casting to make it account more real-
istically for soil moisture.

14 The esseace of this change has to
do with the way moisture makes its
way from the ground into the alr.

The previous forecast model prop-
erly accounted for moisture inonly
the top 3 inches of sail, Betts said ln
an interview. The revised model ac-
counts for the moisture storedina
much deeper layer. -

In the heat of summer, crops, trees
and other plants transfec moisture
from the ground to the atmosphere.

These plants reach down several
feet deep to draw up water. Then,
using the energy of sunlight, they
release water vapor into the air as

part of their dally growth cycle. This
release 18 called evapotranspiration.
When large ateas have wet sol,

ing to rain, Betts s2id. Humidity stays
high and the bottom of the cloud
layer stays Lw. .

“Thig favors the formation of thun-
derstorms and a rainy weather sys- -
tem,” he said. “Tt'sa feedback —ifit
keeps on ralning in one place, the soil
molstuse will remain tigh and contin-

. ue to faver naln"

A Successful Test

Betts tested the new forecast
model by pluggit_alg in weather condi-
tions for July 1. The region was
primed for the flood-producing rain
by above-normal precipitation in the
fall of 1992 and early moaths of
1993.

Twice, Betts ran the model for-
ward for one month to see what kind
of rain it would predict over the re-
gion, One forecast wae started with
wet soils and one with dry solls.

The rmodel started gdth_wet soil
showed heavy raia falling in the Mid-
west in the same area where {e did
fall. The mode! started with dry soil
forecast little raln theve:

“This suggests that we may now
have the potential for better long-

term precipitation forecasts for the
continent,” Betts gaid.

He estimates that wet soil contrib-
uted more than 5 inches of rain in

" July 1693 — roughly balf of what fell.

The self-feeding wet cycle could
have been cut off if the jet streard had

shifted enough to allow two or three .

weeks of dry westher, Betts said.
“Keep in mind: this is only one
process in a big, interacting global
system,” he said. But, he said, with
the soil already wet in the :gri.ux. this
feedback system is ‘s much more
probable suspect”” than B\ Nino.
Betts ran another test. The new
forecast model sccurately predicted
where raln fell each day in July a8
puch as Sve days abead. In contrast,
the old forecast model predicted rain
accurately only.a day or two ahead.
The tests show that properly ac-
counting for soll molsture makes 3
large diﬂ'er.m in forecast accurscy.

The Flood 0f'94?7

A key implication of the rescarch
is that if sofl moisture remains high
into next sp ing, heavy rain and flood-
ing are mote likely, Betts said. .

t & small ray of hope was report-
ed 2t the meeting: aoil in the region
dried out a bit in the last three
months of 1993, That was the 15th
driest October through December in
the century of weather record-keep-
ing, said Kennetb Kunkel, director of
the Midwestern Climate Center, in
Champaiﬁn, I

Still, « lot more drying needs to
occur, since soll moisture wasata
record level before October, It is still
slightly higher than normal in most of
the region, Kunkel said. Also, levels
of the reglon’s rivers and shallow
ground-water systems remain high.

“Given these conditions and the
fact that deep soil moisture is still
way above normal, the likelihood of
flooding Is still above normal,” he
said, “I's Just that the dryness of the
pabs_tt few months has eased the threat
abit."”

_ The ElNino effect should be less
intense this year, but it {s unclear
whether the jet stream will behave as

P.03

it did in 1993, said David Rodenhuis,
dirsctor of the weather service's Cli-
mate Analysis Ceater, ia Camp
Springs, Md.

¢ we enter next spring, we'llbe
watching to see if the same elements
as last year set themselves up,” Ro-
denhuis said, “We'll be especially
alert in {ssuing 2 visodes.”

Although some areas will be”
flooded during the spring snaw melt,
the extent and severity of flooding

will depend on future enow aod rain,
several experts s2id.

Théy doubted that a flood as ex-
treme a5 1ast summer's could repeat
jtself this year.

“That, in my oplnion, is very un-
likely,” said Gary Dyhouse, 2 hydrol-
ogist with the Army Corps of Engi-
neers in St. Louts.

The weather service's first flood
outlook for the year is scheduled {or
release Feb. 11,
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Oh-Oh, Midwest, Look Out For The Ohio-

NASHVILLE, Tenn
LIKE AMATEUR baxers in the
ring, Midwest flood-watchers
looking for the upfrcut should
beware of the hioo
That's because the Ohio River
appears 10 be priming for a big

swing.

So says Frank Richards, 2 Na-
tional Weather Service hydrolo-

gist in Silver Spring, Md.

*“In the last couple of months,
the Ohlo basin has moistened up,”
Richards said last week at the an-
nual meeting of the American Me-
teorological Society.

g__gl [

The Ohle cantribytes about
two-thirds of the water carried by
tri;e Mississippl R.we:h at Cairo, [IL

espite g%g on the upper
Mississippt Last year, the lower
Mississippi had no ptobluns be-
cause the Ohio waslow.

But heavy snow has primed the
Ohio, Richards said.

“The concern right now is the
entire Mississippi River Basin, not
just the upper basin," be said.
“We could look ane way. and get
hit fram the other way.”

— William Alien
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" CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER

A flood of

JAN 30
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troubles

Rivgrs_iéé residents come home to muck and devaslation,
but at least one sees a bright side; ‘It's a beautiful place in the summer.

By BILL SAMMON, JAMES F. McCARTY
and ROY GUTTERMAN a
PLAIN DEALER REPORTERS I

The water stole into their homes like
some foul-smelling. incredibly po\yerml
intruder that ripped doors from hinges,
shattered windows and tossed furniture
about as if in doll houses.

1t retreated under the cover of dark-
ness, coating carpets, walls and priceless
kecpsakes with slime. .

And that was what greeted evacuees
who returned to their flcod-ravaged
homes around the Chagrin and Rotky
rivers yesterday. Most said It was the

worst flooding in a generation. One offi-
cial put the damage [n the millions.

Here is a river-by-river look at the
flood's aftermath.

The Rocky River

Ducks paddled blissfully over sub-
merged lawns while fish swam {n base-
ments of homes on the west bank of the
Rocky River yesterday. .

The neighborhood was crawling with
insurance adjusters, contractors, police,
utility workers and bulldozer drivers.
Neighbots traded boats, docks, garbage

cans and everything else that had béen,

picked up and moved by the river's
might on Friday. .

The rampaging ice moved homes off
their foundations and ripped gas metérs
from supply lines, leaving natural gas
pubbling through icy fioodwaters. East
Ohio Gas workers, fanned out across the
soggy streets, shutting down supplies
and leaving homes as cold as the lce
blocks outside. o

“Everything's annihilated.” said John
F. Chagin of Yacht Club Dr. “What a.
sight.” .

Chagin and his

mud-caked family

spent yesterday pump'mg_._ r_n_osln_g and’
wet-vaccing the filth from thelr home and -

tossing out ruined belongings. The flood
had destroyed the furnace and water
heater, leaving the house cold and dump.

“IU's 3 beautiful place in the summer,
gang.” Chagin mused.

Next door. there are four steps up to
s fivet fnor of Dianne P. Misenko's

But that still left the basement filed.

Many of Misenko's belongings bobbed.
alop the 5-foot-deep pool. .

“There's my Wesson oil." Misenko
pointed out. “And my sewing kit. I kept'
exira groceries in the basement, but I
gucss [ don’t have any more.”

The lond turned the house of Paul A.
Murray and Gerry Kelly [nto a virtual is-
jand. Televisions. beds. stereos, carpets

and everything else in the first floor of

the house werc destroyed. The men
heaved couches out windows and
watched them float down the strect. .
“We're sunk,” Murray said. “Every-
thing’s gone." i
The ice-gorged water pulled 16-foot
woaden posts from the river battom.
Dock cawwalks carecncd at crazy aniles.
thrust upward by the force of the fload.
SEE MUCK/18-A

—" Huge yachts, some vilued at
$200,000, lay on their sides while
smaller boats were jumbled to-
gether on the Cleveland Yachting
Club's island.

Upriver, between the Clifton
‘Blvd. bridge and the Norfolk and
‘Western Rallway trestle, an entire
marina was wiped out by the water

- and fece. Dave DeCapua, owner of
;DeCapua Marina, said he and his
wife would rebuild the 42 docks
.this summer.

© uA lot of it was just swept out to
sea" sald DeCapua as he picked
‘his way through the wreckage.
“It'e amazing that the quiet Rocky
River can become the kind of for-
rent and mischief maker — to say
the least — that it's been today.
‘The river takes over everything it
‘wants."”

. His daughter, Elizabeth, added:
“It looks like Alaska, not Rocky

~River, Chio. From the rlq‘ht angle,
the ice looks like glaciers.

" While the west bank of the river
‘was bustling with activity, the east
‘bank was desolate. Residents of
the two dozen posh homes at Clif-
4on Lagoons in Lakewood re-
mained evacuated as officials kept

an uneasy eye on the mouth of the
whiak sian i AhAVSA kv 8

Mayor David Harbarger escorted
. areporter to the edge of the mouth
and gazed over the surreal jangle
of ice shards, some as large as
driveways. A virtual forest of splin-
tered trees, ripped from the river's
. banks by the raging water, now
.stood stock still, jutting every
_which way among the icebergs.

“It's usually very quiet down
here, but this is just plain eerie,”
Harbarger said."l have never seen
anything like this. It shows you
who's in charge — and it ain’t us.”

Harbarger said he and Rocky
River officials would ask GCov.
. George V. Voinovich to declare the
place a disaster arca so funds can
be sought from the,Federal Emetr-

ency Management‘Agency. He es-
< timated !&e anmag&l in the mil-

- lions,

But he expressed doubt about
the prospect of getling the vast
amount of ice and debris out of the
river without further damage,

“This is far from over,” Har-
barger warned. “I look at thisand I
see monstrous trouble.” -

The Chagrin River

By the time the raging waters of
the Chagrin River came knocking
on Ed Dohnal's back door Friday,
he had already safely moved his
1975 Corvette and 1992 Sable to
higher ground.

When the water and ice poured
into his garage on W. Island Dr,,
Dohnal rescued his 1993 Harley
Davidson motorcycle, rolling the
low-rider hog Into his living room.
The scene recalled the flood of
1989, which claimed a 1973 model.

“I wasn't going to lose this one,

" too,” Dohnal said. “1 pushed that

Harley up and the water was Just
coming efter us.”

| £
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In his 37 years in the house, The i
Dohnal £aid, ihe flood of 154 way 10€ Vermilion River
unrivaled, R . ol:gsnldents of tl;eVe;milion River
o s . plain were forced to pastpone
This was it. This [s by far the thelr bittersweet homecor‘:ln?: as
worst. the river continued to rise and
Dohnal assessed his damaged POUraveritsbanks.
g:?npertyl _frpngm an easy chairteix:d his.. About 100 Vermilion homeown-
p living room yes - forced das
Seated beside his beloved bike. ~ oyght away for heme b

“It's bad, wet and a ot of ice,”
Dohnal said. “You spend all the
time fixng up the house and all .
these setbacks, but we love it —
summer's coming,” he said.

Like Dohnal, Beatrice Jenkins
learned from the past. After losing
her house in the flood of 1983, Jen-
Kins stayed high and dry even
though she lives astride the churn-
ing Chagrin. . :

“This flood was about the same *
as 1989, Jenkins said. “But this
time wasn't as bad for me.”

That is becausc, when Jenking
rebuilt her house, she made sure it
was erected on stilts 10 feet above
the river.

On the Fairport side of the
Grand River, three feet of floodwa-
ter poured into the Western Re-

" serve Yacht Club and Riverbend
- Marina.
To prevent the clubhouse from
being crushed by ice chunks, club
_member Frank Myers used a front-
end loader to scoop ice and push
water away. His work went for
naught.

“It's preity bad out there,” M,v-'
ers said after a broken hose forced
him to end his efforts.

American Red Cross voluntcers
said they visited 71 flooded homes
in _Easuake and Willoughby Hills;
which made up about 85% of the' .
homes affected. Water-covered
roads prevented access to some of
the worst-hit residences, said Rick
McPeak, executive director of the
Lake County chapter.

About a half dozen homes sufs’
fered major damage, with the rest
receiving minor - water damage,
McPeak said.

“The landscape is surrealistic,”
McPeak said, “with huge chunks
of ice as big as cars strewn every-
where.”

A Red Cross mobile unit pro-
vided sandwiches to displaced peo-
ple, police, firefighters and rescue
volunteers. A service conter based
at Eastiake City Hall provided help
finding temporary housing, food

The Vermilion River flooded over

US. 6, east of the downtown
bridge, leaving roads,. businesses.
boat yards and houses on River-
side and Nautical Drs. and the la-

P.05

“It may not immediately allevi-
ate your problems,” Reeves said,
“but the melting will definitely be
ending.”

Ciani, from the Coast Guard,
warned that flooding could return.
“The freezing temperatures may
.gtabilize. things, but with the
amount of snow you've recelved
this winter, it doesn't bode well for
the spring.”

Plain Dealer reporters Peter Gel-
ler, Kevin Harter and Molly Kaya-

"X
| - ———

goons neighborhood: surrounded
by water. :

Freczing temperatures on Satur-
day stabilized the flooding, which
peaked around midnight Friday,
but it did little to help the waters
recede in flooded areas.

“We're just watching. Thore's ab-

solutely nothing else we can do," .

sald Mayor Elizabeth Sheehe.

Throughout the day, gawkers
walked over a bridge with cameras
and videocameras, recording Ver-
milion's worst flood since 1385.

A Port Authority iccbreaker
tried. but failed, to Jar the river’s
jam. Bill Summers, a member -of
the Port Authority, said the crew
quit after about five hours.

“It's like a boy doing a man's
work,” Sumrmers said.

The lce-breaking tug Neah Bay
was equally unsuccessful at break-
ing ice jams in the Rocky and Cha-
grin rivers yesterday. The rivers
were too shallow for the tug to
even chip at the floes, said Chief |
Petty Officer Dominic Ciani of the
Coast Guard.

“The 7eal problem with these
swollen, blocked rivers s that fre-
quently the jams are happening
Wway up the river where we can't
get to'them,” Cleni said. “It's mad-
‘dening, but there's really nothing
we can do.”

The Neah Bay had better luck in
the Cuyahoga and Grand rivers: It
cut a path for a load of fuel oil to
be delivered in the Flats, and man-
aged to make its way about a mile
up the Grand River.

Weather forecasts called for a re-
turn to more seasonal frigid
weather. Temperatures were ex-
pected to return to the teens over-
night, with a high of 20 today, said
Ken Reeves of Accu-Weather. The
rest of the week was expected o
remain well below freczing, caus-
ing a layer of ice to reform on the

naugh contriduted to this report

Re i)

POICURT CHANCLER

In 1989, Ed Dohnal lost a Harley
Davidsan motorcycle to a flood
on W. Isiand Dr. in Eastlake. He
took no chances Friday. He
wheeled his 1933 Harley Low
Rider Convertible into his living
room, where it remained high
and dry yesterday.
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- FEMA simply fol

Editorials such as The Herald’s Jan.
23 Thedevil's in the details — an obvi-
ous attempt to leverage the state’s
mecting with the Federal Emergency
Management  Agency direcfor —
akes one wonder who's paying atten-
tion to details.

As Ty Harrington, executive officer
for Hu rew  recovery,
explained to The Herald, a disaster
survey report is an “estimate” of dam-
age, nol a promise to pay.

The U.S. government committed

Jan 31 '94

AN HERAD. mpa 9 0 100,

itself to South Florida's récovery from
Hurricane Andrew, and is living up to

" that promisc.,

Including Small Business Adminis-
tration loans, FEMA has coordinated
the funding of more than $2 billion for
Hurricane Andrew recovery. There is
more iun the pipeline. 100. This docs
not account for funds committed by
the US. Agriculture Department,
Housing and Urban Development,
and many other federal agencies,

The U.S. government, however, did

e st s o -

8:16 P.10

lows law on disaster recovery

not commit to pay specific expendi--
tures without proper justification and

determination of eligibility under-
FEMA laws and rcgulations.

A disaster brings extraordinary
expenses, such as emplayee overtime,
and FEMA pays those expenses; How-
ever, Congress does not a,llow payment -
of regular, planned functions with fed-
cral tax dollars. Federal disaster assis-
tance supplements local and state
resources. [t does not replace them.

FEMA is committed to South Flori-
da’s recovery, but Hurricane Andrew
is unique in FEMA's response and
recovery history. Many issucs here set
precedents. Some must be resolved.via
an appeals process; others may cause
regulations to be rewritten.

EMA will continue to work with
all disaster-aid applicants to ensure
that they get every penny for which
they're eligible. But it cannot arbj-
trarily abrogate laws and regulations
by giving 2 penny more than that, -

) RusS EDMONSTON

Public Affairs Officer,

FEMA
Miaini

797
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Pier pressure

Marina repairs keep boaters at bay

ByLISA ARTHUR and updated restrooms.

And JUDY BATnsTAl‘B The delay at Matheson Hammock —

Herald Staff Writers only three of the nine piers should be
Eightecn months after g{_\?gw ready by July — has angered a small but

Andrew shipwrecked South Dade boaters, vocal contingent of sailors.

Tailors wil) soon be able to drop anchbor at County o icials say the wait may pay

two of three county marinas. off in the end. They hope boaters wi end

But repairs have yct to begin on the up with a ncw manna, with the Federal
Jargest and most popular maring —  EmCIEeNcy Management A%cncy helping

Matheson Hammock in Coral Gables — topay for the replacement of six piers that
where mangled piers still keep boaters ~ were more than 30 years old. N
docked elsewhere. “What it amounts to is that the citizens

Homestead Bayfront Park and Bill Bird of Dade County could get a new marina,”
Park and Marina (formerly Black Point) said Frank Faragalli, Dade County parks’
will be ready in mid-Apnl, with refur-
bishcd boat slips, new concession stands PLEASE SEE MARINAS, 58,

¢ e e e s
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‘project administrator for the

marinas.

Frustrating delays

A series of problems contrib-
uted to the delays in starting the
Matheson Hammock project,
county officials said.

.Shorlly after the hurricane, . ©

county and FEMA officials
decided the inspections done by
eye in the days after Andrew
were inadcquate. FEMA also
asked for more thorough inspec-
"tions, including some by under-
water teams. :

Negotiations with insurance
companies that covered part of
the marina — though not the
docks — also took time,

And when the county solicited -

bids on repairing the aging con-

crete piers in October 1993,

FEMA and thestate asked Metro
to reconsider. They suggested the
plers — which only had a few
years of life left — be replaced
with.new ones.

“FEMA, to its credit, said if
the federal government is going
to invest in a project, let's make
sure they arc going to last,” Far-
agalli-saxd. '

Two underwater surveys have
been completed, and FEMA is
studying the county’s proposal-to
replace the picrs for $3.5 million,
FEMA couldn’t say when it
would make its decision. i

1f FEMA only pays part of the
tab to replace the piers, county

. officials say there's other hum-
cane relief money that could be
used to cover the difference.

Source of income

Jan 31 '94

"homes in Gables by the Sea.
‘We're evcrywhcre there is still a
spot open.’ .
pgilbepr: says the county is drag-
-ging its fect on the Matheson
Hammock repairs.
But for those farther south,
marinas scem to be less of a pri-

rity. .
"‘Iy had a lot of destruction at
. home,” says Roy Hibbs, who
lives in Kendall and launches his
26-foot Bayliner from Bill Bird
- marina. “1 had a lot of destruc-
tion on the boat. The destruction
was so preat, it's uride_mtandaple
it's taken so long. l}hll}!( they've
_ done a really good job. .
Even the most understandin
boaters are clamoring to get ba

have waiting lists for dogk space,
and dock muasters receive con-
stant calls from

The marinas are sizable money -
makers for the county and the -

private companies that run- the
marinas and concessions.

In the year preceding Hurri-
cane Andrew, the marinas netted
$1.2 million,

After the hurricane, the county
ot two slate grants to make up
or lost rcvenue at the parks

through June 30 of this year.

Boaters have. been able to
launch boats from all three parks
for iore than a year. But boat
storage — in both wet and. dry

« dock — is still unavailable at Bill

Bird and Matheson Hammock.

And that has some boaters feel- -

ing landlocked.

*“Our boals are all over the-
city,” says Jay Silbert. commo-
dore of the {00-family Matheson
Hammock Yaucht Club. “We're

. in_Crandon, Dinner Key. hehind .

in the marinas. All three patks -

boaters wanting_

o e gme

8:14 P.08

1o know when the marinas will

open. _
. Metro Commissioner Javier
Souto, who along with Commis-
sioner Bruce Kaplan heads the
commission's - parks committec,
says he understands the frustra-
tion of Silbert’s Foup,.But_he
hopes boaters wil{ kecp in mind

‘the magnitude of the hurricane

damage. B ,
“] guess no one is happy with,
the pace of any of the repairs in
.Dade County as far as Hurricane
Andrew goes,” Souto said. “This
was 3 humongous disdster, and
.FEMA is g huge monster bureau-
cracy. .
“Crime is a priority. The
health of the citizens is a priority.
Are boats a priority? 1 think
FEMA probably had other prior-

ities, and this wasn't one %

them.”

. e——— = = ——
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MARINA REPALK

Eighteen' months after HumcaneAndrew two of the mumy's
three marinas are aimost ready to reopen. Buhepain have yet
to begin at Matheson Hammock in Coral Gables. Here's the
status of the three marinas.

[BIRD RD,
SW428

el

IO B

Matheson Hammock Patk
and Marina 9610 Old Cutloc

2 Damqo Extenslvo Madna
g cloa

Phase 1%9 (90 slips

e { restored on three ple
: Date of eomnct Jan 22,
1864

Compietion Date: July 1994
) kPhu)o 2: $1.7 milfion foplaoe :
] six piers
¢ of contract: None ysot.
{ Complation date: Uninown
3 Net incomein ar bdoro
Andrew: $583,97 <

Beusw Park and Marina
gom;t: Black Point) 24775 SW

Bo 200 nage:”
Extenalve. Marina ciosed. -
Cost of repeairs: $940,270 .
19930-!.‘ of Contract: Sept 1,

Completion Date: March 14,
1894 (30 day. extension expectoc d)

Net Incomo in yenr bofore
Andrew: §556,58

: .Homeaiud ront Park -
OsssanN Canal Dr., Homestead ,
Hupnl.am damape: Less than |
10 parcent of dbs damagod i i
MaCodm of mllrl 8434 725
sgnc of colm-:'t. SopH v

H 1994 (30 d :xt Mamh1:.a) :;;
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The Devil’s Den

Homeless find shelter in Andrew’s rubble

By AMINOA MARQUES GONZALEZ
And OSCAR MUSIBAY 8
Harald Sta¥f Writers

There are no phones, no running water,
no electricity at this South Dade apart.
meant complex. Yet 70 people live in the
four gbandoned buildings, sharing one
portablc bathroom, relying on bottled
water and cooking on makeshift outdoor
barbecucs. .

The people have nicknamed the place
‘[‘)l;a Cueva del Diablo” — the Devil's

a.

Still, it is betler than being out on the
streets. .

**Right now our options are zero,” said
Sherry Kaula, 35, who came here looking
for work after Hurricane Andrew. She

now lives in an “apartmeat” with het two

_ children — Matthew, 6, an__d Jena, 21

months. )

“This is home,” Kaula said.’ -

1n South Dade, there is nowherc else to
0. Homelessness is a lingering aftereffect
of Hurricanc Andrew. About 1,800 home-
Jess people live south of Kendall Drive,
according to a study rel¢ased this month
by Andrew Cherry, sociology professor at
Barry University. In 1983, there were
fewer than 1,000, he said. .

The numbers could have been higher.
About 2,000 displaced families are living
on borrowed time in trailers provided by
the Federal Emcrgency Management

PLEASE SEE SQUATTERS, 28
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Agency. o ...
gﬁm‘ﬂ‘ there is no immediate solution.

Affordable housing is at a premium. The
hurricane destroyed 13,000 homes and ag:?-
ments for the poor, and few have been
rebuilt. R '

In thc mcantime, -there is no homcless
sheller, and plans to build one are at feast
throe years away. Sp,peogle with ‘no place to
go arc creating shelters 0 their own, movin
into the abandoned buildings dolting Sout
Dade.

“No one¢ is taking the responsibility for
‘this issuc in any signilicant way,” said Donna
MacDonald, executive director of the Home-
less Coatition. “Obviously, a year has gone
by. and there still is'no concrete plan to deal
with how the hurricane impacted poor fami-
lics in South Dade.” ]
~ The Devil's Den is a cluster of four build-
ings in Naranja thal were once a migrant
farmworker cawnp. In the past gear. this 13 the
third group to move into the 20 apartments,
Each time the state Department of Health
and Rchabilitative Scrvices finds one group
lcmporarz housing, another moves in, said
Thomas Franklin, program administrator of

the HRS South Dade Communily Health_

eam. g
Outside the encampment, known s the
Taylor Camp, cxtension cords han% across
“the rooftops likc: gariand, conncctiog, the
units to a2 communal generator that ‘once
belonged to a post-hurricanc tent city. Over-
burdencd, it quits frequentl{. .
~ Children play near.a pile of debris, the
stuff cleared off the property by the unofficial
_tenants. Some of the men, day workers with
" no jobs, have patched the roofs and put up
. old doors. Others furnished their apariments
with discards, giving the place a peculiar
homeyness. i e
The group, which includes nine families, is
a potpo
and blacks, construction workers and farm-
workers. Their one bond is the Taylor Camp.
Rau! San Dabal, 25, is a miﬁ?nt farm-
worker who came here two months ago from
North Carolina. Work has been slow, he said.
“The work is very scarce, and if we find
some, it"s only for half an hour or an hour,”
caid San Dobal, who says he earns $40 in @
. good week. “You live day to day here.”
Carlos Diaz Hernandez, 23, headed south
. for the same reasons.
“They told us there was a lot of work here,
but all there is is a lot of disiltusionment,” he
_said. “A lot of poverty. A lot of lost hope.™

S ieine @

urri of Hispanics, ‘Anglos, Haitians

chcrai nonprofil grou s, along with HRS,

" have been trying to help. It has been difTicult,
Many of the people came after the hurricane

_ and aren’t eligible for federal aid.

© street,” said

_ but it's going to take time.

. The Coalition of Florida Farmworker '
Organizations and Centro Campesino are *
drafting @ proposal for the Homelcss Trust -

. seeking money to provide tcmporary housing -

for six months.

“We just don't want to go in there and
close the camp and throw them out on the
ancy Rivera, outceach director
at Centro Campesino. a nonprofit social ser-
vice agency. “That would be cruel. It would
be as cruel as leaving them there.”

They are trying to get the property owner

. to allow the people to stay awhile, but noone

can find the owner.

Mectro Commissioner Alex Penclas, co-
chairman of the Homeless Trust, said there
arc plans to build a shelter in South Dade,

“These peoplc are just a drop in the

.bucket,” he sad. “Because there's another

7,000 pcople we haven't reached yet either.:
You can go 1o a million places in this county,
and yov._N find pockets of SO to 60 pcople.
That's just the facts. We are dcaling with-
scarce fesources.” o

P. 15
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Predicting The Next
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Researchers Call
+19 [}

Soil’s Moisture

Key To F'orecas,?

By Wiliiam Allen )

post-Olspatch Sclence Writet

NASHVILLE, Tenn.

S. AND BRITISH scientists
have discovered an important
missing link in weather fore-

casting: soil moisture.

The discoveryisa majot advance
in predicting the Xind of beavy, per-:
sistent rain that caused the Great
Flood of 1993 2and blillons of dollare in

g oS e Midwest.

Researchers oW think water al-

ready present in the soil was respon-
sible for about half the rain that fellin

_the region in July.

“The impact of this moisture is
quite large, even staggering in some
“ways,” said Alan K. Betts, an inde-
pendent atmospheric sclentist In
.Pittsford, VL. Betts spoke in Nast-
ville last week at the anaual meeting
- of the American Metearological

. '_$ociety.

. Bafore the flood, scientists al-

. geady knew that, like bathtub, satu-
- rated soil would leave additional rain
- nowhere to go but down the drain —

{nto rivers.

. .- What they suspected — but had
such

* pot pinped down — was$ t
extremely wet soll produces rainio @

. . seH-sustaining, vicious cycles

“Now we know that a lot of the
rain was probably predictable,” Betts

said. .
The National Weather Service will
need to account for this cycle in its

* forecast models, said Frank Rich-

- .ards, 8 hydrologist with the agency in
© Gitver Spring, Md.

. e

‘BigFlood

- Hunting A Suspect

The findisg Is important because
acientiets are searching for the cause
of last year's flood. If they can findit,
they may be able Lo make better

face temperature, atmospheric pres-
ire and rainfall pattern in the tropi- .

cal Pacific. o
Last year's El Nino agpesred to

' focus the jet stream over

west, some scientists say. The Jet-
stream, & high-altitude river of ,
brought many of the Ingredients for 2

nt brew of stom:i;qt ot_h::c
researchers urge cau in
finking Bl Nino with the flood of "93.
Scientists have been t_'eluctznt to
int 8 finger at soil moisture
cause forecasters had done little re-
gearch onthe issue.
. Eyes On Mississippl -

Enter the Global Energy and Wa-
ter Cycle Experiment.

The project, conceived in 1990,
seeks to understand better the way
the atmosghere moves water and the
sun's energy around. Better under-
staading will lead to better fotecasts.

As part of the project, the scien-
vists chose to look closely at the Mis-
sissippi River Basia,

That's how Betts and his col-
leaguesinthe United Statcs and Eng-
land found themselves studying the
impact of moisture in the basin last

uly — a month of record ruin. The
work was funded by the Nationat Sci-
ence Foundation and NASA and done
in cooperation with the European
Weather Center, in England.

1QQ
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Crime Pays '
In FEMA Checks

E ENOW YOQU are here illegally.
““Hm’: a check for §2,000 so thng%

csn continue to flout the law." That es-
sentially t1 what the United States of America is tell-
. ing lliegal aliens when the Federsl Emergency Man.
agement Agency bands out checks to illegal jmmi-
© grauts who reated homes damaged in the Northridge
quake. These checks, likely to be followed by later
checks, are not being issued by mistske, In order to
facllitste payments to those here fllegally, FEMA al-
. lows applicants who do not have Soclal Security oum-
bers to provide some proof of residency, such as reat
or utlity receipts, to quallfy for FEMA grants.

Open-Vauit PeRay

FEMA grants provide much more then emergency
asaistance. They pay for crisis counseling, temporary
housing for 8 to 18 months, and rebuilding costs for
homeowners. FEMA spokesman Car! SuchocH ex-
plained thst [egislation prohibiting discrimination
mandates that {llegal aliens receive sll FEMA bene
tits, with the exception of Small Business Administrs-
ton Joans and Disaster Unemployment Assistance.
‘People in America unlawfully get FEMA money be-
cause {t's the law.

As FEMA set up thop
in Los Angeles, the agency
has worked to get out the
word that {llegals are wel-

come to apply for grants.
Jose Monge, who headsup -
one of the new FEMA cen-
ters, told the Los Angeles .
Times that he declined 2
police offer to post. offl. ?
cers outside his center lest
a police presence scare
anyone away. “We'd like
people to feel like they
were walking into a
church,” he gaid.

Amen ~— not. Few would suggest that the govera-
ment deny (llegal alians shelter of food in the quake's
devastating wake. It s only right to provide basic
humanitarian aid to disaster victims, And as Federa.
tion for American Immigration Reform executive di-
rectnrmnsml:noteduhepmedthroughwvm
Friday, it is understandable that there is fierce con-
troversy over proposals to end medical benefits or

ublic sehooling for people here {llegally. But paying

ong-term benetits and peconstruction money ought
not to be a matter of controversy. 1t etmpty shoulda't
happen. Whea FEMA gives checks to {llegal allens, it
{s paying them to stay in America and bresk the law.

Worse, because flegal immigraats don't have ta
pMueeSochlSoeuﬂty pumbers, it is easter for them
10 commit fraud than it is for citizens — say, Ollie
North — to cheat the government.

Wiy Moy by the Rules?
You, my friend, are

ould, or via deticit spending, asitis 1ixaly to do. The
White House has budgeted $73 billion ia emergencey
assistance — that iz, $30 for every DD, woman and
child {n America — and the price tag could grow to
$30 billion. A caring Congress could 4t least throwina
provision to prohiblt gtving FEMA grants to {llegals,
As Steln noted, “This i what is creating the public
anxlety on immigration.” 1t rankles when federal
agencles operata outside federal law. If FEMA doasn't
take U.S. (mmigration 1aws seriously, why stiould peo-
ple who want to immigrate here honor those laws? It
Americs is ga!n(toplypeopletohrak
law, why even have an 1mmigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service! Treating people who immigrate here
{llegally makes & mockery of those who have come
here after scrupulously following INS rules.

\|&-
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When President Clinton was nominated for presi-
dent, he declared he would run “ln the pame of all the
peaple who do the work, pay the taxes, raise the kids
h'!gepllllgg‘:{l;h ra:lu." Giviag lym‘rth.:tu umg;

, and settingup e
to fraud, betrays nd:ﬁdl.u Ameticans, :

Steln spoke of Americans’ “anxiety” on immigrs-
dog. m nﬂ;ﬂh«&n “‘Ali}' : Depuggrt
an el ]
of Social Services has caught umumu for emergen-
cy food stampa, who need only chow 4 driver's Heense
and a2 declaration of damage, trying to get food
stamps fraudulently, The Los Angeles Timoa reported
that this fraud {s “rampant” Interviewed Angelencs
freely admitted that they suffered no damage, but
were standing in line for emergency vouchers for
which they were not entitied anyway, While it tn no
way excuses their greedy crime, you just know that
some of those cheats justified their fraud by saying
that {llegal allens were getting goodies tco. When
laws are not enforced, whea other people cheat and
get away with cheating, and others yet dreak the aw

and are rewarded, the soclal fabric tears.,

8:07 P.03

BURRELLE'S

AMeocwceFEypma3S .




E
=

THE WASHINGTON POST
JANUARY 31, 1994

Quake Damage
Seen Setting

U.S. Record :

Losses Likely to Surpass
$30 Billion Toll of Andrew

| . Reuter

: LOS ANGELES, Jan. 30—More than 200,000
victims have flooded relief offices with requests
for aid, making the Los Angeles earthquake all
but certain to surpass Hurricane Andrew as the
nation’s most costly natural dlsaster, officials
sald today.

i As Los Angeles struggled to recover, the Fed-
e'ral Emergency Management Agency reported
that it had received more aid applications in the
first two weeks after the quake than in the first
six months after Andrew, which struck in August
1992 and caused $30 billion in losses.

" “When something like this happens in the mid-
dle of the nation’s second largest urban area, the

" magnitude of the damage is bound to be unlike

anything we’ve seen before,” said FEMA spokes-
man Brett Hansard.

Until now, federal officials had been reluctant
to corraborate the estimate of Gov. Pete Wilson
(R) that the quake would be more costly than the
hurricane, but with 20,000 aid

“When something like this
happens in the middle of
the nation’s second largest
urban area, the magnitude
of the damage is bound to
be unlike anything weve

seen before.”
' — Brett Hansard, FEMA spokesman

requests a day and damage reports mounting,
they have made an assessment.

. President Clinton has asked Congress to rush
$6.6 billion in disaster aid to Southern California,
but state officials say it will barely scratch the
surface of the area’s rebuilding needs.

The magnitude 6.6 quake that rocked Los An-
geles before dawn Jan. 17 killed 60 people, in-
jured 8,000, collapsed freeways and destroyed
more than 14,000 houses and apartments, At
least 25,000 people were left homeless.

- A series of aftershocks—one measuring 5.0
on the Richter scale—rumbled through the area
early Saturday, buckling already weakened
structures and sending some nervous residents

scrambling back to shelters.

Scientists working to unlock the secrets of the
earthquake have concluded that its epicenter,
where the first seismic waves reach the surface,
was in the town of Reseda, several miles south of
Northridge, where previous calculations had
placed the epicenter.

As the city strugples toward normalcy, author-
ities have begun cracking down on price gouging,
food-stamp fraud -and housing abuses that have
plagued quake victims. Federal-agents Saturday
arrested five people and seized thousands of dol-
lars in cash and food stamps in an operation sus-
pected of illegally laundering coupons that were
supposed to have gone to poor people under an
emergency distribution. _

Amid signs of rampant fraud, food-stamp cen-
ters at local welfare offices closed today for 24 |
hours in an effort to tighten up screening pro-
cedures. More than 50,000 people, many hungry
and homeless, stood for hours outside county
government offices last week in scenes reminis-
cent of the bread lines of the Depression.

On the political front, the harmony that
marked the initial response to the quake emer-
gency has turned to bickering.

State Insurance Commissioner John Gara-
mendi, who announced his candidacy Saturday
for the Democratic nomination for governor, was
quoted in newspaper interviews as accusing Wil-
son of “wimping out” for failing to ask for a tax
increase to help rebuild quake-damaged areas.

Garamendi said that instead of asking the fed-
eral government to foot the entire bill, Califor-
nians should sacrifice by temporarily paying
higher sales and gasolme taxes,

All across the region’s fractured freeway sys-
tem, engineers worked to open detours to cut
down on the nightmarish commutes faced by mo-
torists since the quake.

With the number of quake refugees droppmg
to about 500 overnight in six tent cities, National
Guard troops were making plans to begin closing
some of the encampments. The number of peo-

ple still living in Red Cross shelters fell to fewer
than 5.000.
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s famlly’s tent In Los Angcles a3 his father, Rene, and sister, Zayra, watch the Super Bowl

Rene Zolaya peaks into hi

on Sunday. The Zelayas moved to the tent after their apartment Wa$ damaged in the garthquake Jjan. 17.
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A hand is okay, but high-risk areas must pay more

% most accoMTlts. the Federal
mey igement Agen-
B cy has managed the Leﬁ‘([n

m the California earthquake far
better than it made its mutial response to
Hurricane Andrew in 1992,

FEMA seems better organized to get
relief to the people who need it, and the
Clintan administration came out of its chairs
to sea that the flow of relief and money to
southern California was smooth and fast.
That's wondetful, and we can empathize
both with the gratitude of those whase bves
have been disrupted and with the impa-
tience of some who have had to wait in line
despite FEMA’s best efiorts.

It would be unfair to expect a region or
set of people to deal with a disaster of such
proportions by themselves. These eveats
— akiller hurricane, a 500-year flood of the
Upper Missiasippl, 8 major earthquake —
are larger than life, But if 6.6 on the Richter
scale is unfair to California, $6.6 billion in
federal money from outside what passes for
budget discipline in Washington is unfair to
ng?yers everywhere.

you choose to live over an earthquake
fault, or crowded closer to the coast than
may be prudent in hurricane season, or on
the 500-year floodplain, shouldn't you be
encouraged or even required to provide for
the possibility that the disaster you have
courted actually might occur?

Should you always be encouraged to
believe that your fellow citizens across the
country will bail you out if the uitinate
disaster happens? [s it right for the federal
government to get increasingly efficient at
delivering 2id that surely has the effect of

—— ———— —————— —— -

convincing you that high-priced disaster
insurance isa’t something you need?

In the wake of this series of disasters,
such questions are asked with increasing
urgency and more corupelling logic. When
you hear about how much more disastrous
the Really Big One could be in California, or
how lousy code enforcement was in Florida
in the path of Hurricane Andrew, you figure
there must be a better way.

Those concerns have led to new atten-
tion to what has been called the Natural
Disaster Protection Act. That measure
would emphasize prevention or mitigation
strategies, encourage the use of disaster
insurance, and protect the national treasury
from the commitment te making everyone:
whole. People in earthquake areas would
pay a bit more for insurance, so that there is
a pool to pay Josses, rather than relying on
FEMA, the president and Congress.

California is one big subsidy in many
ways — water pirated and rerouted, hill-
gides built up in ways that flagrantly defy
Mother Nature, cheeky indifference to the
near-certainty of earthquake damage soon-
er or latec, Why should the country me-
chanically go on providiag the ultimate
subaidy of open-ended disaster relief, there
or anywhere else?

The country needs a better formula that
pays for meeting a disaster before it hap- -
pensand asks people who knowingly choose
to take risks to recognize they must pay a
price up front. There has to be a better way -
than asking FEMA to do a quicker job of
organizing the lifeboat detail in areas where

disaster is so thoroughly predictable.  _ .
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Disaster planning a must for people with disability

The recent sarthauake that hit Los
Angeles was scary, int only caused
my patio door to slide open and
gum: hadxb:hep !
gone
sxcept the phone kept ringing.

We learned that only 30 miles nosth
most people wers ing ter-
ror and & real mess, ¥ not devasta-
tion and tragedy. | fea! guilty hat
my world is Still In placo. With tho
extont of the damage, R's beginning
W3k ilal s StGad e &
wake-up call | pay attension 0.

n my file on disaster

proparedness,
from 1 ity of
naws clips from a Unvarsity

piaces be earthquake proot.

My frisnd David Hall, whose house
is near the epicanter of the recent
quake, is rethinking what he needs

Disability >t

Dianne B. Piastro

poople, as weall as wheeichair us-
ars. Though it is wittten for earth-
quakes, the advice also apples 0
preparng fos other disaslers.

ers for help, are vital keys to our
srvivel

Here are some tips:

18 Get your own back-up power
source if you can afford t. The

oS 30 eloctic wheelchas
users, or they should have on hand
oxiva batteries or a manual
whesicharw.

ﬂ;youm»onm':m,m
glasses, hearing aid batteries,
equipment, you

Mmmaihaml.m
with your doctor's nams, location
and telephone. A supply of adult

diapers may be handy in case 10+

. lots are out.

o
MWMWN(S‘OMWM
) lmmlhhr*at.yons.m-

Prices include -
e pr d-pphg:a\o-pet _
mgtmss four-person pack at .
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Remventzng Disaster Insurance

HE GOVERNMENT has two methods of

helping victims cope with the cost of natural

disasters, and to some extent they conflict. The
first is to provide what have come to be large amounts
of aid itself, directly; the second, to set up insurance
systems. Insurance is often the fairer way of allocating
costs. The problem is getting the people at risk to
subsmbesolongastheylmvegoodrasontoﬂmﬂc
the government will bail them out anyway.

There are certain costs of hurricanes, earthquakes,
ﬂoodsandthellkethatareplamlythegovenunmts
to pay—restoring order, protecting public health,

providing temporary shelter, repairing .roads. But
'mudnofﬂnecostwhmdxsastexseuikelnstodonot
mthtlmepubhcﬁmcuonsbutmthhssofpmate
property—homes, businesses, crops. The insurance

approach says the cost of restoring these should

generally be borne by those at risk through premiums
rathertha.nbythepuhhcatlargettuwd\m—and
the government has both flood and crop’ insurance
programs. But neither functions as it should, in part
because the vulnerable groups have come to look to
the government for aid instead.

.You might think a. Congras facing enormous
* spending constraints would want to discourage this,
but not so. ’Iheunergencymdgoestopeoplem
gmumeneed,thempplementalappropmt:omtlmugh
which it is generally given are almost the only times

membe:scansafelyvotetospendmymthwt'

being criticized. At the same time the bills are
powerful locomotives to which the adroit can often
attach a little not-quite-emergency aid for the folks
back home. Presidents find it similarly advantageous
to say yes, and awkward to say no. The Clinton
administration is already preparing to spend some

$7.5 billion to help hard-hit and vote-rich: Cahfom:a
reooverfmmtheearthquakeoftwoweeksago
There is some contrary pressure, however. The
governinent has already spent some $22 billion on
disaster aid in the last 10 -years; that's a huge sum.
Insurers have been hard hit by some recent disasters
and are looking for a broader-based system. And in

. some cases environmentalists would like to seé costs
borne through insurance as well, as a disincentive to

development of wetlands, coastlines and other fragile

The Califom:a earthquake has produeed some m-
terest in' Congress and the insurance industry in
new national disaster insurance system that would

; m Riv gnel ﬂoodsi th m
year’s er y e
Banking Committee has also appmved a bill that
would bar the making of mortgage loans on any
flood-plain property in the country lacking flood insur-
ance, 'I‘hebﬂlwouldalsodenyfedera!ﬂoodmsuranoe
to fragile oceanfront property subject to-erosion. But
similar legislation fafled in the Senate in the last
Congress—the opposition is almost always more
concentrated than is the support—and the measures’
prospects are uncertain. .

An important difference this time around could be -
the budget. Congress is under tight appropriations
caps, and conservatives have begun to argue that
theseshouldapplytodxsasterfundsnolessthanto
other appropriations. Then the price of giving disaster
aid would be having less to spend for other purposes.
The harder it becomes to appropriate, the stronger
the case may become for a sound insurance system. If
the Clinton administration and its assorted critics in
Congress really want to reinvent government, maybe
this is another place to start.
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‘ 200,000 request aid after quake

. LOS ANGELES (Reuters)— More
'than 200,000 victims have flooded
\relief offices with requests for aid,
‘making the Los Angeles earthquake
-all but certain to surpass Hurricane
.Andrew as the nation's costliest nat-
‘ural disaster, officials said yesterday.

As Los Angeles struggled to re-
1cover, the Federal Emergency Man-
‘agement Agency reported it had re-
‘ceived more aid applications in the
first two weeks. since the quake
‘struck than in the first six months
;after Andrew’s onslaught

The latest figures provided fur-
‘ther evidence of what California
.Gov. Pete Wilson had already pre-
‘dicted — that total damages from
'the devastating quake would top the
-$30 billion in losses South Florida
\sustained in 1992.
' Untl now, federal officials had
-been ‘reluctant to corroborate the

[al

governor's &stimate, but with aid re-
quests flowing in at a rate of 20,000
aday and damage reports mounting,
they finally weighed in with an as-
sessment.

President Clinton has asked Con-
gress to rush $6.6 billion in disaster
aid to Southern California, but state
officials say it will barely scratch
the surface of the area’s rebuilding
needs.

The magnitude-6.6 quake that
rocked Los Angeles before dawn
Jan. 17 killed 60 people, injured
8,000, collapsed freeways and de-
stroyed more than 14,000 houses and
apartments. At least 25,000 people
were left homeless.

A series of aftershocks — one
measuring 5.0 — rumbled through
the area early Saturday, buckling al-
ready weakened structures and
sending some. nervous residents

scrambling back to shelters.

Federal agents Saturday arrested
10 persons and seized thousands of
dollars in cash and food stamps in an
operation suspected of illegally
laundering coupons that were sup-
posed to have gone to poor people
under an emergency distribution.

More than 50,000 people — many
hungry and homeless — stood for
hours outside county govermentof-
fices last week in scenes reminis-
cent of the bread lines of the Great
Depression.

As authorities investigated hun- .
dreds of complaints of price goug-
ing, consumer activists fanned out to
confront merchants accused of
cheating residents.

They were demanding that
storeowners sign agreements
pledging to charge customers fairly
or else face boycotts.
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Pena s Local-Politics Skills

Evident in Quake Cleanup

'&l.'b-m '32!}{ h 9&
LOS ANGELES—-Back In ‘Wauhington,
fpomuan Secretary Federico Pt':a‘hu

Been camfortable with the cuhe
uém procisses of the federil ‘govern-

nent. He openly chales at the timé it takda to
get anything done,
of the last Cghinat members to be

Ons
ﬁh , Pefia wis never a "friend of Bill" like .

Secretary Robant B, and others
w o ae eim to President Clintén, dn
teal' pundits’ “Influentisl lista ‘e
zanks near the bottem,

But Pafla is (n bis element here. A former
of Denver whose strengths Include an

h ate knowledge of how local g Faingnt
w£ n;oeh tl;:a scored ynlnu
} ¢ wi ’Qbudlﬂ
Rapublican.
{o was labeled a “hero” st a Senate hear-
“last Week. Californla’s two senators
In tha pralse, with Sen. Dlanne eln-

“The skills that allow Peda to thrive here

m the (ip side of what frustzates him ln

hingten. Hare, he ean cut red tape, make
qutkmmmdhvmhrum:lh
§oa.

From the alternoon of the Quake whan he

v the first Cabinet member on the scens, .

Pejia Mai Been a'guy on the go: olfering sug-

'(ntionl. tutting red tape, nfprwlu major

wqpeu an the apet, bringing frctions bgcth-

Wlthln 12 hurs of the quake, the Trm- '
"art;uon De

astmeat had approved the first
contract to eﬂur away debria from a freewsy

-"luberchlngc. and & contzactor was en the

acehe with heavy cqulpmmt.

dawa one morming, Peia dropped

o the Clzy Hall crisls canter with 3 suap::i-

suthern "~ tlon:
Deniocfatle snd

1 commiters win be backed dp la ter-

mingl teatfic jama, why pot give tham tranalt -

sdvertisaments to read?
'!thoulhthwulnat ides,” said Jerry
Buter. directcs of District 7 of the Cuhtornll

' lteln(D)ta!hn him, 4f 1 bad to rank you ot -

sscaleciito O.IWd'inwalOon
this disaster.”

The onestwo Hisparic combo of Peria and
Housing and Urbaa Development Secretary
. Henry Claneros, both fueat In Spanish and

both good on the atump, has feft some Re-

publicass worrled that maybe there ls more
to ke Mnlmnm’l agenda than fust

"& wh Tk, Rardball palitics.® sald ane
lﬂl hlt week, ‘Thll is Politleal Seience 101,

Maybe the fight for Callfornia’s electors!
votes startad . . . Monday,” Jan. 17, the day
of the quake, |
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. Transportation Department (Caltrans). Now

autobound Angelinon fretting thele way

downtown from northside herses face slgns”

trumpeting ridashariag aod commuter taln
schedules.
On the Wednesduy after the quake, Peda,

viwl:s the scene from a hellcopter at ade- -
‘stroyed freewiy Inferchange, exproased con-
carn that only part of the e wes bolng

cletred qway. At 3 meeting the next duy, he
askad local officlals if they needed mere nion-
ey of workers t0 expand the Job, ouly tu be
told that Ne was shead of the engineers who
had not yet detarmined whet nceded to be
tar;l do:??u't Yocal populasity is bls ebnul

Past of Penia's local populasity etnle
llent personal atyle, which seversl officials
contessted with former transportstion sece
retaty Samuel K. Skinner, who, oversiw

cadfis to help, but was cften wur

reaucratic
Acegrding to interviews with state aad clty
wlitieling and transpartation officlals, Fens
i came hin:ln én: ;&:l 1 “lgedul fnchif-
stor, . factians together, get
ther to m'an 2 “coherent” phn-vm
Maya ,R:e‘.hnrl Riardan (R) announced last
weelke=to répair fraeways and ola tran-
oft and ride-aharing, and swedping aside fad-
erd] red tape,
Transportation has traditionally generated

“turd wirs in Callfornla, Rot just between high:

wiay snd thass tébaalt advocates, but betweea
state and local agincias and withln agancles.

. "He Rig been good at getdng tha atate. the

city wnd the colinty together in s way thit

" scerns almont gMortlens” aald Rigrdan, who
Suith aclit

credited Faca with ting the diffleult
procass of gelting everyone to work tegether.

As v fofinér mayor, Pela believed that
Riardan ahould head the transportation rechv-

ary effort=~gven though the twe fad rm:ll“

clihed, Riordua had planned to siphon Ta
SR b e
ort 1 such as adding police.
Po0s Juc. 19, Pala 1nd
gecovery dtratégy at a private dinner, but
thelr plan to have Rierdan In charge was
tl'.mu::{l’ 1:. s lter .muﬁng:hon Caltrans
u asserting control. .
";‘cb _dl?,‘ut motest during the meeling,
SOUrcas By f
called Riordan aslde and euggested they sed
Gov. Pate Wilson (R) right eway.
"He juat aaid, ‘Let’s do It pow,” " Riordan

sald.
'I‘hvly called Wilaoo out of a Cabinet most- .
Ing. Wi

thin o half hour, Witson sgreed that

Riordan should lead the neove&ind prom.

'lu.d ‘to smooth things over wnh trans.

d'mgh 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake. .
ded

tttantive aldes and dlways wore &
:};!n P"l‘lbyﬂ*dl' a more mygolngy,' nthbue’
tge.

{
Rlordan discussed -

. But immadistaly aftacward, ha

P.19
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* jnvestigators have been sent to Los Kngeles
10 keep peopve from defrauding agencies thet

ST. LOUIS POST DISPATCH JANS 11904
' landlords have been using the quake to evi
L A Fr au d  teranty fllegally ad 10 r%iseer:;;s, cﬁ’yeoﬂglt
_ 1 cials warned building owners that they wocld
~ be dealt with harshly.

o . ’D As authoritics investigated hundreds of
complaints of price gouging, consumer activ-
a c _ l ists fanned out to confrant merchants ac
" cused by residents of cheeting them in the
‘-rush for supplies alter the quake.

Heats Up ' =i
Hundreds Of Investigators i

¥ falrly or else face buycotts. People had re-
ported paylng up to $10 for 3 gallon of milk.

Track Housing, Food Costs

Compiled From News Services

i In related developmenta:
)

LOS ANGELES — Huadreds of federal \
)

® The_Federal .merleﬁz Manaqemggt

: wppr that it had received inore
aid applicatinng is the first two weeks since
the Jan. 17 quake than in the first six months
:fgt;; Hurricane Andrew hit South Florida in

are belping carthquake victims, officials said i 8 The last boil-water warnings were lified,

Sunday. b and city water service restored, 30 many
The only serious problems so far havebeen ————

in an mng_foo_dslagmurognm. Five: zrestaurants served 1ap water for the first

people were arrested Saturday for trying to | time since Lhe quake. “|We're| just ccstatic to

buy food stamps from recipients at 2 . be able to operate normally teday,” s2id Julie

discount. P! Scholl, manager of Bakers Square Restaurant
Food stamp distribution was suspended - ' & Pie Shop in Granada [lilts.

Sunday while officiels worked to implement a ® The population in 32 refugee shelters —

new three-day walting system. The program buildings and encampments — was down to

was supposed to resume today. 4,800 (rom a peak of absut 14,000,

The five people arrested fur food stamp
fraud, whose names were not released, were
expected to be arraigned today In fedenal
court. Authorities had previously said 10 peo-
ple were arrested,

The Department of Agriculture will seek a
felony charge of possessian for unlawful sale
of more than $100 in food stamps, said Dave
Dickson, a deparlment inspector genersl.
The charge carries a maximum penalty of five
years in prison and $250,000 in fnes.

Federal investigators also have been post-
ed at all 18 relief centers to watch for racial
discrimination In emergency housing, said Joe |
Shuldiner of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development. HUD investigators also
will ensure that landlords don't raise rents a8
they did in Florids aftec gurﬂcm Andrew.

“We have not 3een ne X to
date, but I want to assure you that we are
watching carefully,” he said. :

About 800 [ederal and state inspectors are
fa the fleld,-and a new toll-free number for
reporting fraud was det up.

In Northridge, the Red Crass opened 8
“gyper centar,” issuing .vouchers for every-
thing fram food to rent. The cente, housed in
8 giant white tent in the parking lot of the
heavily damaged Northridge Fashion Center,
has 70 caseworkers and expects to have 120 .
volunteers by midweek.

To fight fraud, the Red Croas cross-

o mm e ses = e i a— "

" " checked victim's addresses against a map of

the damage zone and often sent inapectors to
visit property. {
Meanwhile, angered by complaints that |

P.20

> FF2



