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iQuake aid 
fraud team 
sent to L.A. 
Agencies to guard against 
scams, discrimination 

I,OS AN'GELES - Hundreds of federal 
and state ihvesiigjilors have been sent to 
Southern California to keep people from 
defrauding '^^'''.^'T hflnine earth-
qpakc victims, omcials >aid yettci'day. 

The only serious problems so far have 
been in an emergency food stamp program in 
Los Angeles. Five people were arrcslcd 
Saturday for invcRtigatlon of lr>ing to buy 
food stan*p.<; al a di.<;i'0unl f̂ om legitimate 
recipienis. • , . . „ ,o 

InvesUgntovs have been posted al all 18 
relief centers lo watch for alleged racial 
discrimination In eniorgcncy housing, snid 
Joe Shuidinov. a spokesman for the DepaH-
meni ofHoiisine and Urban Developmeni. 

HUD JnvesUgaioit also will ensiii* lhal 
landlords don l raise rent̂  as they did in 
Flprlda aJler.HiirLlcane A»dLC«'i.. 

Tho AsseveiBled Pr«»» 
UnKcd W«y volunteers take a break from 
helping tenants of a damaged Santa Monica 
aparlmenl complex move Iheir belongings. 
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Aboul BOO federal and slate inspectors 
were In the Held, and a new toll-fi-ec number 
for reporting fraud was established. 

Food stamp distribution was suspended 
for one day yesterday while officials worked 
to Implement a new three-day waiting system. 

Through Saturday, 112,783 food stamp 
applications were received. A total of B0,323 
were approved for $25.6 million, and 2,168 
requests were denied. 

The Ave people arrested for food slanip 
fraud, wiiose names were nol released, were 
expected to be arraigned today in federal 
court. Authorities had previously said 10 
people were arrested. 

The Agriculture Department will seek a 
felony charge of positcssing for unlawful sale 
more than $100 in food stamps, said Dave 
Dickson, a L'SDA inspector general, The 
charge carries a mBximiim penally of five 
years in prison and $250,000 in fines. 

Meanwhile, earthquake victims were sim­
ply trying to settle down. 

The last water-boiling orders had been 
lifled and cit.v water seivice restored. Many 
rc.<(taiirants scn'cd tap water for the first time 
since ilic Jan. 17 quake thai killed 61 people. 

')')>! iii<);t)lntion In 32 rcfugfte shelters was 
iln.v:. . I from 8 peak of aboul 14,000. 

Ill oiiL't- developments yesterday: 
• Moro tlian two-thirds of California's 

hospital buildings don't comply with the 
latest safety sUndards and could fail in a 
major earthquake, according lo a stale report 
reviewed by The Associated Press. 

The Hospital Seismic Safely Act, passed 
after 50 people died In the collapse of two 

hospitals In the 1971 Sylmar quake, holds 
hospitals built efter 1073 to stricter standards 
than other buildings. The report, compiled In 
18S0 by the GfTico of Statewide Health 
Planning and Development, was based on a 
siir\'cy of 490 of Uie 988 facilities then 
opernting in California. 

• As authorities invcslignled hundivds of 
complaints of price gouging, consumer activ­
ists fanned oul to confl'oiil merchants who 
have been accused of cheating residents in 
the rush for supplies after the quake. 

Thcy were demanding that stoic owneis 
sign agreements pledging to charge cuslDiners 
fairly or else face boycotts. People had 
reported pa.vinK up to $10 for a gallon of milk. 

• Scientists working lo unlock the secrets 
of ihii Northridge earthquake have concluded 
tliHl lis epicenter was actually in the hnrd-hlt 
town of Reseda, several miles south of 
Northridge. 

• Calirornla Gov. Pete Wilson canir. out 
against raising taxes to pay for damages 
caused by the earthquake, breaking two 
weeks of silence on lhe financial question to 
say he preferred selling state bonds. 

Speaking to reporters in Washington, D.C, 
Wilson insisted lhat taxes would only add lo 
the recent series of economic and physical 
misfoilunes that have battered California. 

Stale Insurance Conimissionor John Gnre-
mendi, who announced his candidacy Salur-
rlfty for the Democratic nomination for gover­
nor, was quoted in newspaper interviews as 
Ht'cusing Wilson of "wimping out'' for failing 
to a.<(k fnr a tux increase. 
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Clearing San Fernando Valley's Ima^ 
By CALVIN SIMS I 

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 30 When| 
most people think ot the San Fenjando i 
Valley, "they envision a white, tnWdle-
class suburb of Angeles with tree- ] 
lined streets, spacious homes and urat-
ty teen-ager* hanging out , 
using wordi like "rad" and "totally; 
awesome." ^ \ 

But the Earthquake and the politl- ] 
clans who descended on the ravaged 
valley helped to reveal • section of Los 
Angeles undergoing radical change In 
its racial and socioeconomic IdenUty, J 
while ilUl gaining political clout. J 

"VVhat we are witnessing here in tne \ 
valley and elsewhere >• <leveloj>-) 
ment of multicultural suburbia," said 3 
Councilman Joel Wachs. who repre- S 
sents the valley. "It's been happening 
lor Mme time, bul this city has had a J 
perception problem of who we are, that i 
Isunill the earthquake." 4 

Rtflbit Minority Pmenca | 
A recent study by the Graduatê  

School of Urban Planning at the Unl-. 
versity of CaUfomia at Los Angeles { 
found a sharp decline in the percentage i 
of whites Uvfng In the vaUey ta the last i 
decade,, while the numbers of Asian: 
and Hispanic residents have doubled 
since 1980. Today, whites represeiil 87 
percent of the valley'i I»P«^«"«^ 
Sown from i2 percent in IMO, and 
Hispanic residents a third. Asians ac­
count for B percent and blacks 4 per-

'̂ "liie valley has continued to be ster 
eotyped as a sterile, conservative en-j 
claveperhapi because of its isolation̂  
from oTe rest of the city but most; 
recently because of the vlul role Its; 
voter* played In the June election offt 
Mayor Richard J. Riordan, the first i 
Republican to hold the Los Angeles j 
mayor'* office IB 30 yean. ] 

With their new found political mui-.. 
cle, voter* like those In the valley have j 
become crucial to both local and na­
tional politician*. Valley resident* rep-j 
resent 40 percent of the Lo* Angelesi 
electorate, and 71 percent of them vot--
ed for Mr. Riordan. who ran «i an antl-j 
crime platform. In return, Mr. Riordan̂  
has increased -the number of valleyi 
representative* on city commtasions, 
and panel*. f : Recognizing the weight of valley vot-, 
ers. contenders in California's gover-
nor'* race thia year were quicli to get; 
Involved after the Jan. 17 quake, was! 
centered In the Northridge •ecUon of 
the valley. v .: - ' 

Gov. Pete Wilson, a Republican, will 
face stiff competition In the general 
election from one of the two leading 
Democratic hopefuls, Kathleen Brown, 
the Sate Treasurer, or John Gara-
mend], the state's Insurance Commis­
sioner. All Ihree took a hands-on ap-' 
proaeh to the disaster, touring deva*-> 
tated areas, commiserating with Wc-. 
tims and making proposau ta raise 
niBBey for repair work. , ! 

Diversity in a 
place known for 
its lack of it. 
The Clinton Administration also act­

ed quickly, speeding money to repair 
toppled highways and setting up dlsaj; 
ter relief centers and tent ciUe*. The 

'Administration I* also seeKla&iLLhlt 
lion In disaster relief from ConKfesf. 
Pciltical analysts also cited lhe ŷm-
bollsni of Mr. ainton flying inlo Bur­
bank Airport In the valley. Instead of 
Los Angeles International Airport, 
when he visited areas damaged by the 
quake. 

''It makes absolute sense for Clinton. 
Wilson and Riordan to be very con 
cemed about how these voters per 
cclveihem," said Sherry Bcbltdi Jeffe, 
a political analyst at tha Claremont 
Graduate School "The vafley may 
have become less and leu white, but 
the high propensity voters there are 
still the wilte middle clas&" 

The valley U essentially a micro­
cosm of what many polidcal and social 
sclentlsu here call "the two Califor-
nias." The first Is predominately white, 
affluent, older and well-educated and 
votes. The second is minortty, less edu­
cated, working class and younger and 
does not vote. 

"Politically, the valley reflecu the 
first California," Ms. Jeffe said. 
"These are the people who vote in high 
numbers and make decisions on fund­
ing services that the second Califomia 
so viuUy needs." 

Located Just beyond the mountain 

range that runs through the center-of 
Los Angeles, the valley comprises JS« 
square miles and contains 1.2 mimon 
people, or almost half of the landjrea 
bf Los Angeles and over a th rd of the 
popuIaUoa On Its own. the valley Would 
be the nation's sixth most populous 

• "AS much as It is* place, the valley'i J 
a state of mind. People of various ra-
dal and ethnical gnmps arc attracted 

i to the valley for the same reasons that 
: whites have come there for decadê : 
affordable single-family housing. • . 

After World War II, veterans armed 
with G.L loans and postwar hopes 
moved their families to North Holftr-
wood. Van Nuys and other valley farm­
ing communities that were suddenly 
transformedintosuburbanllkehousmg 
tracts. They were followed by hun­
dreds of thousands of others who 
moved from older parts of Los Angeles 
and from around tho country seeking 
more affordable housing. 

But the valley is no longer a middle-
class haven. The U.CL.A. study found 
that 1 In 10 valley resldenta lives In 

i poverty and that there Is a shortage of 
I affordable housing in the valley, once 
' the main incentive for moving ther* 

"AS much as the valley was made 
fun of. It was still the symbol of the best 
that Los Angeles had to offer In tenqs 

-of a t>etter quaUty ol life — • way far 
working<lass people to achieve the 
middle<lass dream," said JacqueUii* 
Leavitt. a professor at the Graduate 
School of iJrban Planning at U.CiLA. 
"Even though that mythology has been 
changing, much of what is happening In 
lhe valley should be teen as a precur­
sor for what the new post-modem clly 
is all about" * ' 

i 

Cepynpfci M9M % »Ctti |c:ii EiSio 

NEWSEXPRESS 

PAGE OF 



Jan 31 '94 8:08 P. 04 

THE NEW YORK TIMES MONDAY JANUARY 31. 1994 

B Accused in Scheme to Sell Victims* Food Stamps 
LOS ANGELES, Jaa 30 (AP) - Fed­

eral agenu seized thousands of dollars 
worth of food stamps and cash, and 
arrested five people suspected of,traf-
flcki!SK.In sUmp* |nt*ndf̂  fftf âTtlT b̂oui 
quflcTvlcIlmŝ  Federal official* said' "" 
tda^." 

"We're stin counting cash and silll 
counting food stampa," Dave Dickson, 
regional Inspector general of the Agri­
culture Department, said at a news 
conference on Saturday. 
. The arrests signaled the first major 
crackdown against traffickers tapping 
into an estimated 1100 million worth of 
additional food stamps to be issued this 
month in Los Angeles especially for 
quake victims, Mr. Dickson said. 

Ann-Fraud Procedure* 
He said today that his department 

would seek a Federal .felony charge of 
pouesslng for unlawful sale more than 
im ta food stamps. The charge car̂  
Tin a maxfrnun penalty of five yeara 
ta prison and $350,000 in fine*. 

Ihe agency caiiier said it was sus-
pefidtag iu earthquake emergency 
fool stamp program for one day today 
to carry out its anti-fraud plans. 

Officials on Friday began a new 
three-day waiting period to deter 
fraud. The program has distributed 
S13.8 million In food vouchers to date to 

It 75,000 applicants. 
Mr. Dickson said then had not been 

enough verification and eross-refer-
enctag ta tha emergency food-stamp 
distribution after Ihe Jan. 17 quake. He 
said the new procedures would remedy 
that 
• The arresu by undercover Federal 
agenu occurred at a check-cashing 
company ta South-Central Los Angeles. 
They folhiwed a tip from the local 
police. 

Mr. Dickson said people with wads of 
cash would park outside the stamp 
distribution potat, in this case the 
check-cashing outlet, and would buy 
food stamps for cash from purported 
quake vicUms at a discount, often SO 
pereenL 

They would then sell Ihe stamps u> a 
rogue food reuiler wt» could obUta 
their full face vahie from Ihe Govern­
ment 

"People were betag accosted outside 
the office," Mr. Dickson said. "There 
were those who wanted to take advan-

use of the situation." 
Under food-stamp procedures 

prompted by the quake, recipients re­
ceive a card from ah emergency cen­
ter, then redeem the document for food 
sumps at an outlcL They can then use 
the stamps to buy groceries. 

It is Illegal 10 possess food stampa 
unless Ihcy are Issued by an authorized 
outlet, and it la illegal to sell them. 

Food stamp fraud comes under the 
Jurisdiction of Ihe Agriculture Depart­
ment, which oversees a $23 billion na­
tional program. Normally, about 1200 
milUon worth of food stamps flow 
through Los Angeles each month, but 
during Januaiy that amount Is expect­
ed u> reach $300 million because of 
spiraling demands from quake victims. 

A Red Cross spokesman. Randy Ack-
ley, said the relief organization was 
also addresstag abuse, cross-checktag 
victim's addresses agatast a detailed 
map of the damage zone and ta many 
cases sending Inspectors to visit a vic­
tim's property before issuing aid. 

"We feel very strongly about this," 
Mr. Ackley said. "This Is donated mon­
ey, and we want it spent properly." 

Cfcpyript,i V I9c,"i vUfrpCii ';jBii Zitn 
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SAM .FRANCISCO QHRONICLE 

Wilson Against 
Quake-Related 
Tax Increase 
He wonts bonds, federal dd 
to cover repair expemcs • 

By Viae JTcrskMr 

Wuhington / 'A- / 
Govenor Wilsaa yeiterdir 

etme oat if tlut rtlsliif tuei t« 
pay for dtmifes eauM by fhe 
Northrtdf* gaTthyata. break* 
inf two weelu ef lUeace ea (he 
fliuBelil qaattea to My he ptp-
fen lelliBf $tate boada. 

Speaking to reprten here, 
Wilsoa and his top fiacal adviier 
aetaiowledgad that the itat* will 
face $ub>tantUI qtiakefelated tx-
penies, regardleai of how much 
aM tbe federal goverameat pro 
Tidea. 

But the sovernor—who will be 
la a dUfleuit r̂ eleetloa caaptlga 
thli year — laslited that taxca 
would only add to the recent seriea 
of economic and physical wSxtot' 
tone* that bave battered CaUfô  
niareaidentk 

'Tm not eager to Ificreaae taxes 
for any purpoee aad oertaloly not 
tor people who have auffered a 
devastatisj natural disaster," he 
TAXES; PageA»C6i4 

m 31 m 

said. "You don't want to Ux people 
any more heavily than you abso 
Jutely have to in a receisioa." 

He reiterated that the sUte has 
no Idei yet what Its costs will be, 
but said. "Whatever (he exposure 
Is, to the extent we are legally able 
to do it, I think that we should try 
to cover tt by bonds." 

Wilson's position eould doom 
attempts by Assembly Speaker 
Willie Brown and other Democrats 
to raise the state sales tax tempo­
rarily to help rebuild roads, 
schools ind other public facllitla 
damaged In the Northridge quake. 

A ISmonth. quarter-cent sales 
tax imposed after the Loma Prieta 
quake raised nearly 1800 millioa. 

Any tax increase requires a 
two-thirds vote of both houses of 
the Legislature—meaning Repub­
licans as well as Democrats must 
vote for It There appears to be Ut-
tie, If any, OOP support In Sacra­
mento for a quake tax. 

Wllsoa acted approvingly that 
even a liberal Democrat — BUI 
Lockyer, the lacomlng president 
pro tern of the state Senate — Lu 
said that bonds are preferable to 
taxes becauie of the poor econo­
my. 

The governor acknowledged, 
however, that the interest and 
principal on whatever bonds are 
sold would have to be repaid out of 
the state's general fond, which Is 
already several billion dollars out 
of balance. 

Wilson spoke to reporters at 
the start of the National Gover­
nors' Association conf ereaoe. 

lhe governor's crowded sched* 
uie during the next two days could 
give rise to a whole new meaning 
for the phrase "aggressive panhan­
dling." 

•Wilson and six other gover­
nors will meet today with Leon Pa­

netta, CUntoa's budget director, to 
pren for federal reimbursement 
of the state costs ot dealing with 
illegal immigrants. WUson has 
based his new budget on receiving 
12 Jbilllon in Immigration aid. WU­
son won preUmlnary approval yes­
terday of a governors' resolution 
calling for the federal government 
to pay for the coct of Ulegal imml-
grants. 

• Wilson will discuss with oth­
er governors a plan to change the 
formula by which Medicaitl costs 
are shared between the federal 

*Youdon*tivantto 
tax people any more 
heavily than you 
absolutely have to in 
a recession' 

— OOVERNOR PETE WILSON 

government and the states, a shift 
that Wilson relies on for 1800 mU­
lion in his budget. 

• He and Brown wUl meet with 
the congretdonal delegation to>. 
morrow to plot strategy for receiv­
ing 100 percent federal reimburse--
ment for certain quake-relief 
costs. The .Clinton administration 
has promised 00 percent, with aa 
initial eommitment ot $7.5 billion. 

- In 1992, Florida's congressional 
delegation successfully lobbied for 
100 percent federal reimburse­
ment of public assistance costs re­
sulting from hurricane damage in 
excess of |10 per state resident. 

South CaroUna and HawtU re­
ceived stanilar windfalls, and WU­
son laid he wanted California to be 
treated "at least as fair as thoee 
other sutes." 

A White House political aide 
said Wilson Is t>eing given every 
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opportantty to talk tbout budget 
mtten with PanetU and other 
CiUnet members. 

The reculti should be known 
soon beoiaie CUnton's budget pro 
posal wlU be released t week from 
today. 

BusseU GoDid, director of the 
sute Department of Flaaace. said 
ta aa tatervkw that regardlea of 
the snccea of the tobbylag effort, 
the sUte faces large but unkaowa 
expensM rdatad te the quake. 

Tbeg laclttde the costs of rein)* 
bonlag coonties for reduced prop­
erty tax cdlactlons, lowered state 
Income tu eoBeetlons because 
businesses aad tadtvtduals caa de­
duct casualty IOSKS, and at least 
some of the coatt of repairing and 

• improving roads aad bridges. 
Gould said the flnt suu esti­

mates oa quake costs are due a 
week trom today. Tbe admlnlstra-
tioa hu pegged total damagei at 
lis bQlloB to 130 bQUon. but that 
wu bued oa computer modeliag 
rather than pbyileal iaspectioa. 

WUsoa's staaec oa quake taxes 
rata him ta opposition to Speaker 
Sowa - who hu woposed a oie-
balt ceot iaoease m the sales tax 
for one year to raise about |L4 bU­
Uon — end with iBsuraace Com-
mltfloaer Joba Garamendl, a Ikm-
ocratic gubematorUl candidate 
who wanta sala and gasoline tsxea 
In addition to a specUl disaster u-

. sessment on property to pay for di­
aaatcr recovety. 

The third major Democratic 
guberaatorlal candidate, staU 
Treasurer Kathleen Brown, favors 
iiralng beads but hu refued to 

_ ttkeapodtloaontaxea. 
Asked by a radio reporter 

about the effect of the quake on 
hU reflection campaign. Wttuo 
put bla arm oa the maa's shoulder 
and said, with mock solemnity, 
didnt even think about it before I 
produced the quake." 

n n 
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John 
McCarron 

Next time, babe, 
get quake coverage 

I
t was awful, that natural disaster itat 
daimed more thaa 130 Uves and cost 
ATBolaM Sd their local governments 
biUlonsof doDan. . . 

No, not the Los Angelu earO ĵiake. 
rm talking about the 10 days of sutwoo 

weSioW recently clawed the Midwest tod 

^SSaiSicblast claimed more than twif* «f 
Uves as the CalltonUa f j f . 

Salist therm of aas, gaDon of heating pU and 
toSfiwU b pidltorrtm win coat etoost 
as much. 

But that's OK. 
We're used to cold snap^e plan br tbem 

^ i S S i ™ fluctuate 130 degrees ta t stagle 

" T̂ eee thoughts came to mtad the other day 
aft« AovdhS the ftont walk for the 
Sptecntotoe since Christmaŝ  ^.^^f 
S3 in U>e kitchen, tiylw to 
enine when I saw a TV report showing sun-
g S £ l ^ AiSSenos wSSng ta a long Une for 
(bod stamps and free Hugglei 

victims deserve our beta and syn»P*™f' . -
S S l ^ n t hdp thinktag, u 1 watched aU 

thoM b S f f i iSple ta suntfasses Une uofor 
SjfSrSutoS^and grants, that it o«yJe 
to* Stolcana to take mon tesponalbUlty 
Ibr where they choose to Uvo. 

ffTSve tobuy antlfrtew and storm w ^ 
dowL why U It ifl>*t only SS percent of CallfM-

Califomians areni the only ones who would 
rather not face up to the real cost ofUving 
whert Uiey do. The same goes tor Owse on the 
harrlcane-prone outer banks off the CaroUnaa 
and the sand spits off Florida, And for thoee 
ben ta the Midwest who choose to Uve In the 
Mississippi River's flood plain. 

•nvB MldwMtflc^lacMttag taxpaym about 
$4 bmion taftderaliMna and gwts-aj^. 
number, but considerably less lhan the 16.6 bU­
Uon the WhUe House Is about to aak tor the 
CaUfomia quake. And thaf a Juat the initial 
oost estimate. . . 

One oould areua that the fbderal govemmm 
would do the same for the Chicago area ta the 
event of a disaster. But dont count on It 

TWO years ago the South Side and south sub­
urbs wen hit with a torrential xytathat 
flooded hundreds of homes and forced the city 
to spend 16.7 mmion on r?paln and rehrf serv-

tag the deanup costs are "wlthta sUte and 
local capabilities.'' ^ — «vf 

ActuaUy, FEMA probably waa right The Chl-
caao ana was buUt on a seriea (̂ lowland 
swamps and ridge*. We shouldn't malj a feder­
al case every Ume our basements flood. 

I've cot to think, though, that Chicago's appU­
cation might have Bared better If Hege wlsch, 
not HoUywood. were the media capital of Oie 
worid. Or if minois. Uke CaUfomia. had 20 per 
omt of the electoral votes you need to heoonje 

^ Ano?^ thing that galls about paying for 
Southem California's troubles 1« that npn-
CajKana have been foottag that state's b>U» 
ever since Uie golden boom began after World 
War I It cost billions ta fMetal water, power 
and agricultural subsidies to reclaim those bar̂  
i«n Stailla of the Sierra Nevada from the 
Mojave Desert. AU so 16 mUUon people could 
leave places such as Chicago for the U>s Ange­
les baun, where fliey could roar about ta con­
vertibles and caU one anotlter "baba" 

But rm getting petty. 
It to teixe, however, thaf durtag mudi of Oie 

19808 California, with Itft defense ptanu and re-
georch tanks, got back StlO ta federal eŝ tendi-
tutes for every t l it sent to Washington ta 
taxes. 

minois got TO cents fbr every doUar 
8o wtUIe ifs taournatun to help those In 

dlstxesa, even those who left ua behind for sun­
nier Uves on the bult line, please accept this 
advice along with our money: 

Next tijne,.b!iyib&^!U£^l^ 

BtIJ9J9£LL£'S 
NE^EXPRESS 
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Aid Pipeline Flows 
From Midwest To LA 
Volunteers Recall Flood Relief Pay Back In Kind 
By Victor Voflud 

•0< the tal-Olspatsli staff 
St. Louls-area relief agendes and 

voluateen are reversing the pipelî  
. that brought eut-of-«Ute aid to flood 
yictuns here last summer. • 
: A tractor-trailer load df donated 
food left the Salvation Aimy Canm-
delet Corps Center on Wednesday for 
earthquake-stricken Los Angeles.' 
. Volunteer workers Jack Thuaton 
and Bemie Ryder flew there Friday 
;to meet the shipment and set up a 
meal station at a Methô st church In 
SanU Clarita, near the epicenter of 
the Jan. 17 earthquake. • 

Both men performed similar jobs in 
the floods here. . 
- MaJ. David Grtadle. who directed 
the Salvation Army's reUef for flood 
victims here, also flew Friday to Los 
-Angeles to oversee disbributioo (£• 
'.food, dbthins and social iwrvicM in 
.'the tent cities the Salvation Army set 
•up in parks tn the hard-hit Saa Fer-
inandb Valley, 
• Grindle eapecU to work In Califor­
nia with his son and daogbter-ia-Iaw,-
Matt and Pat Grindle.. Tbey are 
among the 50 cadets from the Salva-

' tion Army School fbr Officer Training 
in Chicago who are going to the 
quake area for on-the-job disaster ex­
perience. Other St. Louis area cadeta 
making the trip include Robin Jones, 
Nicole Smith: Mark Bender, Kevin 
File and Samson and Jeanetta Van 
Slyke, 

"This is our chance to pay back 
some of the help we got last sum­
mer." Grindle said. Los Angeles' Chi­
nese community alone raised 
$360,000 for Salvation Army flood 
relief here and elsewhere in the 
Midwest. 

The St. Louis Bl-Sute Chapter of 
the American Red Cross last week 
.shipped a brucUoad of office equip-

' meat to Los Aageles (or the relief 
effort Most of the 200 telephones. 
12 miers and 30 FAX machines, as 
well as calculators, typewriten and 
other equipment, had beeo used at 
various Red Cross flood relief sta­
tions here during the.'93 flood, 

Red Cross volunteers Slim Kidght 
. of St. Ana and Bill Hunt of Fbrlsaant 
drove the truck. 

Volunteers Fred Meyer of St Lou­
is and Darlene KCtcheU of Lake Saint 
Louis drove to Los Angeles last week 
In a Red Cross emergency van that 

flood duty here last summer. 
They wiU ferry meals to displaced 
fismilfes. 

Veteran Red Cross disaster volun­
teers Bin Washington of East St Lou-
.is, Ben Osterbere of St Louis and 
Tod and Betty West of Troy. Dl., 
have been servinc meals to Ange­
lenos made homeless by the earth-
Quske or whose homes were cut off 
from electricity. The Red Cross has 
sent more than 4,600 traiaed volun­
teers to Los Angeles sAd served 
more than 350,000 meals to quake 
victims. 

The Missouri Baptist Convention 
Center in Jeffersui City last week-
reaetivatcd the disaster-relief unit 
that hehted in the summer floods 
here and dispatched to Los Angeles 
an 18-wheeler with a self-contained 
field kitchen. 

Baptist volunteers Sharon Bell of 
St. Louis and Dennis and Jennie 
Quinn of St Charles are part of the 
seven-person crew that has been pre­
paring and servfing hundreds of hot 
meals three times s day to quake 
victims. 
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Big Disaster? 
Maybe It Is, 
But It's OUR 

Disaster 
By ISABEL WILKERSON 

JMFTER the hurricane pasises, the floodwaters re-
cede, the ke melts or the earth stops qualcing, 

m^^L an amazing thing seems to happen to people. 
M / m Survivors who have lost everything and maybe 
cv^ seen the face uf death say they could nol imagine 
living anyplace else. 

I Floridians say they would rather brave a humcane 
than a winter in New York. Kansans say they'll take their 
chances on a tornado rather than see the ground open 
beneath them in an earthquake. Califomians still edgy 
from aftershocks following the Jan. 17 earthquake say 
ttM{y would rather put up with the fires and mudslides 
and drought and quakes than stiovel snow in Chicago. 

I What helps people make peace with these plagues Is 
a Iflnd of regional chauvinism that sontehow rationalises 
familiar dangers and magnifies others. Il is a sense that 

,th^ perils of one's own region are somehow safer lhan 
these of oOter parts of the country. 

r or course, Ihere is no "safe" disaster. From Hurri-
ca(le Andrew to the deadly freeae and ice squalls still 
lopmenting ibe Nonheasi, nabire has been an equal 
opportunity oppressor. But people leam to live with 
hardships others could not dream of enduring. They 
mAce Iheir own bets with nature.. Mayor Bob Lanier of 
HofKiM says he cannot function in temperatures below 
SS degrees. He cannot fathom northern winters. "I prefer 
a Hurricane," he said. "You know they're coming, and 
yoM can leave." 

"I prefer a tornado," said Jennifer Scott, an assist­
ant restaurant manager in Chicago. "You can go in Ihe 
basement and wait It out. With an eanhquake, the 
ba$ement becomes your grave." 

• What happens ever Ume is lhat people l>ecome 
deiensitized to the dangers of familiar phenomena, psy-
cĥ logists say. To justify their choices, people have to tell 
themselves that the advantages of a place outweigh the 
dî idvantages. however terrifying ihey may be to outsid­
ers, said Dr. Robert T. Carter, an asociate professor of 
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osvchology at Teachers College at Cohimbia University. 
"To say I live in a death trap, there Is no way anyone 

is Roing to admit that." Dr. Carter said. "People want lo 
believ îhal the things they cAoose to subject themselves 
to are worth it" ^ . . . 

Clearly, where people settle has as mudi to do with 
iobs and family ties as anything else. But given people s 
mobility these days, fear ot unfamiliar catastrophes or 
disdain for certain weather exircmes plays some part in 
lhe equation. People in Minnesota, tor example, choose 
bnitally cold winters and the chance ol loniados In 
spring over predkiaWy balmy skies and the threat of 
earthquakes and mudslides in California. „ „ , „ 

Fear of earthquakes wa-i enough for Lmda Vanez. a 
justice on the United Stale* Coon of Appeals In Corpus 
ChrisU. Tex., to tum down job offers In California. I 
beeeed them," she sakl. "If they wouW move the job 
s^^lace like San Antonfa, I would lake iL I can't live in 
a place where I'm worried about „. 

Sl^ has survived two alrea«»y. "One in Oosu» Rlca 
end one in Utah." she said. "No thank you. never again. 

Rather lhan be assured of subf reezing temperaior« 
every winter or hurricanes every summer. Peopte «»«pe 
West Coast would rather gamble on a major earthquaice 
everv 15 or 20 years, or the somewhat rarer vokanK 
e™?kl^ T S SJal^ts consider quakes Just another 

Earthquakes, snowstorms, 
high winds and floods all 
have their appeal (especially 
if they are happening 
someplace else). 

part of life "I could walk out the door and get hit by a 
bus." said Pamela Wegncr. a Califoralan who grew up in 
the Northridge area, eplccnier of ihe receni earthquake. 

Tornadoes bring the cruel combination of unpredict­
ability and frequency - about BOO a year, mostly in the 
nation's great midriff from Texas to the Dakotas. A 
lomado once picked up Patricia Gtover. a Rf^ C r ^ 
ofnclal bl Naw Orleans, carried her 20 yards and dropped 
her unscathed in the Golf of Mexico. She says she would 
take lhat over an earthquake. "Even In a tornado, you 
have a chance." Ms, Ctover satd. "Vou can jump in a 

bathtub and pull a matlress over your head," 
Others prefer the mundane certainty of harsh » 

lers in which beards and car engines ice up rather lhan 
someihing more exotic and unpredictable. "Here you 
know there will be winter, you know it will be cold,' said 
Shelly Regan, executive vice president of the Greater 
Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce. "And you know thai 
spring will come" . . . , 

Inoddly comforting ways, disasters »nd the survival 
rituals thai precede them can become part of me def in-
ing mythology of a place. H you grew up wiOihurTicanes. 
"you know lo go lo the grocery store to get bottled water. 
IO fill Ihe bathtub with tap water, lo tape tlie windows 
and which route to take out of town," said Cay Sperling, 
presideni of a ctethlng and accessory business m New 
Orieans. "THey're a part of my life. I can remember old 
people sitting on their rooftops. And after the hurricane 
goS. we celebrate. It's sort of like being in labor. When 
tbe hurricane goes, so does the pain.'-* 

Having seen just about the worst lhat can happen m 
the MWwest, Murla Leahy, a Kansas teacher who hM 
lived through tornadoes and last summer s Hoods re­
fuses to worry now. "You continually have to think mat 
things are good and lhat you'll come out of this and that 
you're going to he here tomorrow." she sakL "Otherwise, 
why keep getting up in tlie moming?" 
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If It's not one tiling, it's another. People dup their cars out of the snow in Hoboken. N.J., last week. 
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F lime to rethink 
freeways 

• Behind the news: Some 
engineers say quake proves 
elevated structures too risky. 
BYPETTECAREY . » 
AND CHRISTOPHER H.SCHMITT / f \ 
UiNUiyNfwi Staff Wrilcn M 

The long, sweeping connector ramps, doverkaf 
Interchanges and wide, squat viaducts lhat carry 
hundreds of thousands of vehicles a day help dertne 
the California landscape. 

But In the wake of freeway failures In the devas­
tating Mnrthrldtfe earthquake, some In the engineer­
ing community are saying U'a time 10 rethink the 
notion that today's technology means thsl elevated 
highways can safely traverse sny terrain. 

Caltrans, Uie stote transportation agency, and 
many seismic and engineering experts remain confi­
dent that new designs will withstand even violent 
quakes and that scores of old structures can suc­
cessfully be strengthened. 

But with every earthquake comes some freeway 
destruction, the promise of new and better retrofit­
ting, followed by more unexpected freeway destruc­
tion. It all has some prominent engineers and politi­
cians questioning whether long and looping stretch, 
es of elevated freeway — so commonplace in Cali­
fornia — make sense and can be made Impervious 
to quakes. 

"We have tb bring In the best and brightest — not 
people with e bias — to take a good, clean, fresh 
objective look at the kinds of facilities we're depea-
dent on, and whether or not this b an outdaUd 
design, given the known seismic risks," said As­
semblyman Riisty Arelas, D^anJ^, . .« , 

See FREEWAYS, Pa^SA 

tures, with more complex geoms' 
tries, multilevel overpasses, large 
sweeping curves . . . need to be 
rethought," said Erie Elsesser, 
president of Forell-EIsesser Engi­
neers Inc. In San Francisco and a 
member of then-Gov. George 
DeukmeJian'a board of inquiry 
following the 1989 Loma Prieta 
earthquake. 

I Aftershock eausAf mora read damage.' PAGE aa 
"I really question the value of 

building interchanges Uke that," 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., 
said at a congressional hearing 
last week, referring la the pret-
zel-Uke tvrists and turns of the 
damaged Interstate 6-Antelope 
Valley Freeway junction. 

"Major spans, longer struc-

"The work thst has been done 
in the past la probably not ade­
quate," he said. Beyond simpio 
strengthening, atructures may 
need mechanisms to dissipate 
shocks and engineera may have to 
foresee how tne ground beneath 
win move. 

"I think we ought to pause a bit 
and reflect on what we're trylna 
to accomplish," Elsesser said. "I 
know Caltrans thinks they've 
done that. Vm not pointing a fin­
ger at Caltrans. I think the pro­
fession needs to reflect — before 
too much more goes on." 
Hallmark offfraawaya 

Some engineers at Failure Anal­
ysis Associates, a MenIo Park 
firm that specializes in analyzing 
engineering and scientific fail­
ures, question the looping Inter­
change structures that have been 
a hallmark of California freeway 
construction. 

"I can admire some of It," said 
Plotr Moncars, vice president of 
the structures group at Failure 
Analysis. "It looks so smooth and 
so on. But It Just doesn't make 
sense to have enormous, massive 
stmctures so high in the air, re­
quiring tremendous amounts of 
engineering effort." i 

Poltiire .A-naiysis engineer Paul 
Johnston saitl he wouldn't com-
pUitely eliminate the airvy, loopy 
fn-eway structures, "but it seems 
wc use them more than wc need 
to." 

Tunnels perform better than el* 
evated structures In earthquakes, 
said Johnst;on, and Japan and Eu­
rope use funnels more than the 
United Stales. 

"Part of the argument for not 
doing It is that tunneling Is gener­
ally more expensive," Johnston 
notes. "But . . . Is it really re 
expensive, given the perfomance 
we are getting from our elevated 
structures? We're saying it's 
Bomethins we ought to 1 at 
more closely." 
Surpria^s gattlnfl amallar 

As one earthquake follows an­
other, the surprises are getting 
smaller, s a y s Filip C. Fillppou, 
University of California, Berke­
ley engineering professor and a 
member o t the university's Earth­
quake EngSrieerlng Research Cen­
ter. "Unrortunately, the impres­
sion that w c engineers have given 
to society Is maybe that we nave 
all the ans'wen, and I don't think 
we do. . . . To say right now we 
have a tool kit to fix every stmc­
ture on t l ie face of the earth 
would be awfully Immodest 

"We really do not know what's 
coming," tie said. "We are only 
extrapoleiting. Mother Nature has 
surprised us every time." 

"Wno Vcnows what an U (In 
magnitude^ In the San Andr 
will bring?" Fillppou asked. 

In an urban area, the land can 
be more expensive than the struc­
tures, sa id Jim Roberts, chief en­
gineer for the state Department 
of Transportation. 

"If you had unlimited land and 
money, y o u can spread an Inter­
change out so you do each separa­
tion separately Instead of having 
it all concentrated In one area, 
but you Icnow, that's not reaUty. 
. . . It talces a huge amount of 
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land." 
Roberts sharply disagreed with 

critics of looping, elevated lnter> 
changes. 

"That's the same as saying you 
shouldn't do a tall building. The 
guys who are making these com-
menu haven't seen the damage 
patterns." 
A mattar of anglnaaffng 

In the Northridge quake, roos* 
structures that fed were one level 
above the atreet, Roberu aaya. 
"All the high looping interchang­
es are functioning that had been 
retrofitted. The Antelope free­
way Into (Interstate) 6, Is a high 
looping one, but what went down 
la a short stubby end piece. It's a 
matter of engineering.** 

But sweeping elevated struc­
tures aren't the only ones of con­
cern. Current design standards 
may not provide enough strength 
for shorter bridges with short, 
multlple-eolunm structures that 
sit on or near soft soils, said for< 
mer UG-Berkeley researcher 
Eduardo Miranda.. 

In essence, ground movement 
around such atructures will be 
slower than the structures them­
selves move when hit by earth­
quake forces, said Miranda, now 
a researcher for the National Cen­
ter for Disaater Prevention In 
Mexico City. That sets up stresses 
that can require a structure to 
have additional strength if it's to 
survive without msjor damage. 

But many engineera see no rea­
son to stop using today's designs. 

*'Nothlng Is guaranteed in life. I 
believe It̂ s OX (to be building 
what Is being built)," said Jack P. 
Moehle, a UC-Berkeley engineer­
ing professor and director of the 
campus's Earthquake Engineer­
ing Research Center 

"People want to use thclt re­
sources on something other than 
building bunkers for every struc­
ture." said Paul C Jennings, vice 
president of the CaUfomia Instl-. 
tute of Technology and a memher 
of Dcukmejlan's Inquiry board. 
•'We don't design everything for 
the strongest wind we've ever eni 
countered. It might be conceiv-) 
ably possible to do so, but you 
wouldn't have any low-cost hous­
ing." 

But others say it's time to re­
evaluate basics like materials and 
desians. 

Conaidar othar matariala 
"You have an awful lot of 

weight you're putting up there, 
and it's hard to brace, especially 

m you want it to look aood.̂ ' when you 
aald LoiHiu A. Wyllie Jr., "chair­
man of H.t. Degenxolb Associates 
m San FrindsoQ. "If they're go­
ing-to continue to.-biilld those 
structures, they should, consider 
other materials, like structural 
Steel." I- :• 

8t(Ml structvrfMt '̂ mmonly. 
used In Japan, iir̂  ^^ter apd 
mô rê flexlbie, he said. Caltrana, 
In its cuntftt design- approach, 
uses a s(lff» brittle, .'material — 
concrete an'tf then'tries to 
make It more like sted by.'adding 
ateel reinforcements, he said.-. 

While not ready to say Caltrans 
should stop bulldbig such stnie-
turci, the. agenw "needs to be-
come a bit more unaginaUve then 
Just keep doing the stmt thing," 
he tald, 

And even the best englneerlna 
reassurances may only be aa good 
as the next quakie. ••• 
"Most structural engineers 
think they can design a pretty 
good factor of safety to keep (ele­
vated structures) up there," said 
Tom LaiAmers, manager bf hl^-
way projects for Bechtel Corp. 
"But If one Is crossing the San 
Andreas Fault, I wouldn't wsnt to 
bet my money on It." 

<l think tho 

prefaaalon 

naada to 

rafloet.' 
— Brie 
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Sludenla, in-
siructors use 
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test at UC-
San Diego. 
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Earthquake Deductions Have Limits 
QMy home was sevcrcliy dam- would reduce your casually dcduc 

nRod in Iho recent earthquake 
and 1 dn not carry carthouako 
instiriincc. Kricitds are talking 
about Koniclhing called on "invol­
untary convci-sion" and say I may 
be ublc to clAim a lux deduction for 
my losscj«. Gun you explain all this? 
-a.C.K. 

ACuMialiy lo.«os. even on a 
]>crKon.il residence, arc lax 

doducUhlc up Lo ihc amount of 
yniir Uix bmtt In the house mintis 
both $100 and 10% of your adjuslcd 
p,nm income, lie very clear about 
those rcguliiUons. Your deductible 
lo.ss Is limilni to cither your adjust< 
cil Uix ba.Vis or your actual k>ss. 
whiohcvor is lower, nol your 
homo's a-ssoRscd nr market value 
which could he suhstanllally high-
rr lhan your tax ba«ls depending on 
when you purchnxcd Ihc home and 
whelhor you rolled ovor unlaxod 
prorilK rruin n previous home. 

Here's how II works; I^l's say, 
using very round numbers, thai 
your Ux basis in your homo la 
$100,000 and your adjusted gross 
income is $100,000. Under the In-
icrniil Ucvcinic .Service guidelines, 
you would be llmllcd lo a maximum 
cuKuolly lux deduction of $S9,900. 
Here's how you would figure iU 
$100,000 lax bflxls. minus $100, 
niiniu $10,000 (10% of your adjusl-
rcl iucDtiir). Il dorsn'l mailer 
wliclhcr your house Is worlh 
$2r)0.000 and will need $150,000 
worlU of rcp.7lrK lo t>o habitable 
•igiiiii. Your dcdurlibic losses ore 
liiiiilcd as described in Iho above 
mlciialtion. However, any money 
you spend beyond the amounl of 
your deduction increases your tax 
basis in the house and will reduce 
your polcnliol taxable gain when 
yo>i sell IV. 

In addition, once on area has 
iKicn nrriclally dcKignalcd a federal 
disusicr iirna, you have ihc option 
of claiming your casually loss on 
lhe curi-ciu ycvr's lux return or the 
previous yvnr'n lax rcluni. 

'I'liiH choice allows you to gd a 
Uix refund from the prior year's tax 
rclurn iHOCCSKcd immcdialo.ly, glv-
luR you cunic much nccdrO rnxh. Il 
!\\m nllows y<i» lo pick the year In 
which your iiif.omc was lower, 
iiiiikliir, yoti rli^iblr for Ihc largest 
firusKililc c;i«Uiilly lo.<M deduction. 
For cxiiinplo, If your atljuslcd gross 
IMCODIC l:iRt year wan $80,000, you 

lion by $8,000 plus $100, giving you. 
a polcnliol maximum of $91,900. 
($100,000, minus $100, minus 
$8,000.) 

Ilul, be careful, a casually loss 
claim can trigger a tax audit. So 
keep receipts, photographs and 
olhcr appropriate documcntallon 
to subslantlalc your claim. When 
your loss exceeds your Income for 
the year in which you claim il, you 
may carry forward to the next 
year, or back up to ihreo years, the 
remaining unrecognised loss. Dul 
the total of your deductions Is slill 
limited lo lhe omounl of your lax 
basis in the home. 

An Involuntary conversion Is an 
entirely different matter and con­
cerns only taxpayers who receive 
an insurance sctllement or some 
olhcr sort of compensation tor their 
properly losses. IRS rules govern­
ing these procedures allow laxpay-
crs up lo two yean to use uio 
proceeds from their compcnsalton 
lo replace thdr losi properly. 'I'hc 
clock on tho two-year limit begins 
running after the close of the tax 
year In which the involuntary 
conversion occurred. For taxpay­
ers affected by the earthquake, for 
example, the replacement cleek 
begins licking Jan. 1, 1995 and 
expires Ike. 31,1997. 

Interest From Family 
Goes on Schedule B 
QHow do I report the Interest I 

receive /rom a loan I made a 
family member for a down pay­
ment on a homo? —Ji.S. 

AYou should include It with any 
other inlcrcsl Income you re­

ceive on Schedule I), Pari 1 on your 
Ux return. 

Calendar Year Key 
to IRA Withdrawals 
QAs of which dale do I ealeulalo 

tho value of my individual 
retirement accounis In determin­
ing my annual mandatory with­
drawal? Also, how do I determine 
what my aee Is when 1 make the 
withdrawal? I)o I use my actual 
age at the time of the withdrawal 
or my ago as of the end ot the 
calendar year? —GJ.N. 

AThe amounl of your mandato­
ry distribulion should bo 

ba.<icd on the vuUic of your IKA 
accounts as of Jan. 1 of the year in 
which the withdrawal Is lo be 
made. You should use your age as 
of Dec. 31, of the year In which you 
make the wlihdrawal. nol your age 
on the ocluni dale the money is 
distributed. 

Inherited Bond Interest 
Probably Subject to Tax 
QWhcn my sister died, I Inherit­

ed some U.S. Savings ]V>ndi on 
which Inlcrcsl accumulated un­
taxed. If 1 cash Ihcm In now, whal 
is my tax liability? Is II the amounl 
of Inlcrcsl Ihc bonds have generat­
ed from the lime I inherit them 
until I cash Ihr^m In, or ihc interest 
generated from lhe dale of Ihclr 
purchase? —DJJi. 

AIf no taxes have ever been 
paid on the accumulated In-

lerosl, then you arc liable for taxes 
on all the Interest tho bonds have 
generated. Be careful, however, to 
check wheUier your sister's estate 
reported that interest on her fihal. 
income tax return. In some casefe, 1( 
ean make sense for an estate lo 
report accumulated and unrecog-
nlxcd Inlcrcsl on the decedent's 
final return. 

Why? When Iho decedent has 
little or no income for the year In ' 
which he or she dies, income—up 
lo certain limits, of course—ean bo 
reported and alill not bo subject to 
taxes because il doesn't mccl the 
lax threshold. Perhaps this hap­
pened in your sister's case; you 
should at Icasi check. 

If il did, then your would only be 
liable for taxes on the Interest the 
bonds have generated since you 
havo hold ihcm. 

If your sister's final lax rclurn 
did nol include lhe bond interest, 
you arc liable for taxes on the 
whole amount 

Itowcvor, for the fuluro you 
should remember lo use a dece­
dent's final lax return lo lis fullest 
advantage. 

Carta Lazssrsschl eaanel answer 
msQ IndfeltfuaHy but wUt respond In 
this column to Ibianoial qaestlons ef 
gtnersi Interest fisate de net tete-
phons. WiKe to Mensy Talk. Baslnsss 
Section, les Angeles Timss, TImos 
MIrrer S^uaie, Los Angeles. CA 
90osa. 7 
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r l'ackard Ucll Cha^gS^ 
Were ill the Works A 

The Jan. 22 story on l4ekord 
ik'H's layoff of workers omits 

sovcml rj-lllcul fucU ("i'acVorfl ])cll 
rianx in I ny Off Some Workers al 
Chalswnrlh Center"). 

l'uck.ni'd Hell had iHrtified all of 
our service and support, employees 
last Ociober lhat we wore seeking a 
new site for the departmenL Op Jan. 
10. wc informed ihem of the oompa-
ny's decision te move servioe and 
support lo Utah and asked thom to 
aaepl or decline an invitation to 
rclocata Only 90 te 35 workers, or 
7% of our technical supjMK em­
ployees, were not offered a dunce 
te rclocote. based on unsalisfaetory 
po'formanec reviews. 

Wc were all Impacted by the Los 
Angeles earthquake Jan. 17. Pack' 
ard Bell's tcchnk:al support building 
was destroyed along with our ooipo-
rate hcadquartera. We were forced 
to move te a new site and acoelerste 
lhe opening of our Utah technical 
support facility. 

Packard Bell is very concerned 
about all of our employees. We are 
offering psychological counseling to 
any employee who suffered In the 
quake. Wc arc also offering assisi­
ance te anyone who sustained pcr-

* sonal losses. 
Sadly, Ihc earthquake'brought 

personal devastation for thousands 

riegislator Takes Aim ^ 
i at Post-Quake Pirateŝ ^ 

K udos te the Dallaa-bascd 
Southland Corp. for terminat­

ing franchise agrccmcnu with eight 
7-Klcvcn stores charged with prlec-
gouging in Iho wake of the North­
ridge oarUjniiali£.('7-Blftvcn Gul­
ling franchises Over Price Goug­
ing." Jaa 22). 

I'm delighted that Southland has 
demonstrated lhat corporate re­
sponsibility snd integrity arc as 

Important as corporate profiu. 
In addition, those eonlracters. 

plumbers, eleetrlciani and other 
business people who came Qaouf/tt 
In the cluteh—and charged their 
regular prices—also deserve our 
applause. 

As for those ptioe-gouglng con­
tractors who are seeing dollar signs, 
not dcvaslalloa in the wake of tho 
toaglc earthquake, they're another 
matter cnllroly. I hope the atate 
Legislature will follow the example 
Ml by Southland Corp. and lake 
swift action to ban prtec gouging 
Ihrmighoul Califomia whenever n 
state of emergency is doclnrod. In 
addillnn. I plan to introduce legisla-
Iton to re<|uirc ihc slate Contraclori!' 
IJccitsiii/; llourd to immediately re­
voke the llccnHC of oi\y opporlunlxUc 
contractor convicted of violatlit/i 
any state or locol prlce-gouglitg law. 
Assemblywoman OKHUAIIOWK 

(D-'l'brrancc. Marina del 
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The Next Terror: Challenge of Rebuilding 
By Kevin Starr 

.irsl came tho terror of theiarUMuaka^ow 
come questions lhat hold a lerror of ihelr own. 
How will Ixtt Angeles and iu surrounding 
communities survive the disruption to iu one 
abiding necessity-mobility? Can strategics to 
supplomcnl the broken HfeJIncs be devised? 
More subtly but of equal Impgrtance, con the 

civility and good bchavtor of the fmmcdiite^i? 
quake days be prolonged? ^ 

Irony of Ironies, the Northridge earthquake tern-
porarily restored to the regloS. ihc city o f H 
Angeles especially. Us lost ?<!puUlIon. For neaVS 
two year*, the ouUldc world has been Judgii LeJ 
Angeles by the riot,. Here, critics contendSfiS 

u ^ J ^ T ' f *̂  «n<f development ot 

CaUfornta "The Dream Enduret.. CWi/omis 

proof positive of the pervasive social InsUblJlty of 
lhe city and much of tho county, of Ix« Angeles. 
Yet. m the wake of the earthquake, there wore no 
riots, looting wa. negligible. The ciliscns of iK 

ihcy had long since abandoned to lhe bad guys. 
Yet, news rcporU of possible widespread fraud in 

^ Z f i cooperaUon and good 
behavior In tho post-earthquake era. DangoroSZ 
t J ^ ' ^ ' ^ T l oPPorlSty f i . 
Imrn.grajil.ba.sher8 who might want to surgesl thai 
all Immlgranu, even the undocumontod. come from 
the criminal underclass, which is not the ease. In the 
matter of showcasing social behavior, lhe earlh-
{il^Lf'^v^^' Hkclh away. In this 
nstancc. the earthquake has brought further to »ght 

0 > c \ ? , a n r ' ' " " ' ' ""'^•^'"••« 
Slill. H „oi booslcrism to nolo-hcncc lo 

Ĉ nu ".h^ front-line public scr-
vanu. the rank and file of city and couniy govcrn-

Plesss sec REBUILDING, M2 

mem, in the aftermath of the disaster 
Nor is il naive to note lhal District Seven 
of CsJlrani, the moil challenged of sll 
governmenul agencies, revealed (per­
haps for the flrsl and last lime) iu 
humanity, as well aa (ts bureaucratic 
cloul, when a succession of lu engineers 
Jerry-rigged a IransporUtion IV to the 
Iraumallsed body of the region. 

But now comes lhe hard pari. Now 
comes the Jong-range, and perhaps most 
real, challenge. Now comes the slow 
recovery, wllh all lu demands on person-
al snd communal patience. Now comes 
the effort to malnuin the high ground, 
the rnoraenterUy achieved sense of com­
mon Identity snd purpose. 

•The responses te some quake-created 
Challenges, while expensive, sre self-evi­
dent, Jhe partial collapse and subsequent 
demolition of the Barrington Building on 
Olympic Boulevard, with the loss of 
countless, sensitive medical records, and 

to the Hall of JusUcc, which 
rendered IU date system, from fingcr-
prinlmg to criminal histories, temporarily 
useless, underscore the fact that the 
region ean no longer afford to mainuin IU 
daUbases In one place. 

And how do wc face up to the limiu of 
our highway engineering lechnology? 

or millions of dollars on overpasses thai 
must Inevitably collapse? The region now 
Jiri«n*:lZf^ ipjiwiuniiy io diversify 
us iransporUUon options. Bul will *ov-
ernmeril have the good sense to S i c 
t S t o C ? " vanra?o^f4' 

S£f?h~"*^f7 " wnllnue to proleel the public - ir/uialt monopoly» 
uofct"" r '•"P''"'" 20.000-pliis 

refinance mulifunli apart-
S r f ^ ? ? ^ " " ""̂ <̂ ' current con. structlon codes and cosu. can never be 
wL d£!S' 'L' P°P"'««°" ihst *̂?,,<"«pl«ed by the quake? Will some 
P"W"-5'»v«t« mode of rcfinsncrbJ 
schleved. thus pulling Southern Califor­
nia on the culling edge of housing 
economics? Or wiironly the a f f l S bf 
H«iL ? '""̂  housing. Wllh the rest 

^ ' . • • ' ' ' ' •• Ik" 
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Comparisons havo been made to the 
rebuilding and Improvement of Athens • 
following the Persian invasion of 479-180 
DC. or the rebuilding of I.«ndon after the 
Greal Fire of 1666, or the reeovery of' 
AtlanU after Sherman's march to the sea,, 
or the reconstruction of Chicago after the; 
greal fire of 1871, or to the rebuilding of -

San Francisco following the earthquake 
snd fire of April, 1906. In one sense, such 
comparisons are perhaps too grand. Mot-
ropollUn Los Angeles was not brought to 
the ground as were these other eltles. 

Yet, in another sense, such comparisons 
are warranted, at least in American 
terma The Northridge earthquake, at an 
estimated tSO billion in damages, repre-
senU the single most costly cstastrophe 
tn U.S. history. Athens, London, AtlanU, 
Chicago and San Francisco had years to 
rebuild, although San Francisco did It In 
slightly more than threa MetropolIUn 
Los Angeles, by contrast, feels the neces­
sity of recovering Immediately, lest it lose 
Its economic momenlum. lest il gain a 
negative repuUtlon In Investment circles. 

The $6,6 billion federal-aid package 
will cover a mere 20% of the estimated 
quake-related damage. Inlraregional and 
Interagency eompetitlon for scarce funds 
can be expected to be fierce, In this 
spatislly and sociologically segregated 
region, scarcity of funds is too often 
automatically translated into Intereihnle 
competition, which directly wars against 
thst momentary sense of unity (already 
threatening to reveal itself u an illusion) 
the Northridge quake ushered In.. 

The rebuilding task Is enormdus, per­
haps ImpossiUe of realiutiqn. Il may be a 
year or two or even more before things 
get back to normal, before metropollUn 
Los Angeles can be truly said to have 

' regained the seclsl and eeonomie mMnen-
tum It was showing before the quake. 

But, then again, the British historian 
Arnold Toynbee haa argued that near-
impossible challenges put cultures and 
societies In connection wllh their best 
possibilities. In crisis, notes Toynbee, 
comes the challenge, and from the chal­
lenge comes the response. 

Significantly, as Toynbee tells us. it Is 
those very vslues momentarily recovered 
by melropollun Los Angeles in the 
earthquake—shared Identity, nwral com­
munity, a sense of hope and the common 
good, the distinctive renewal that comes 
from struggling against adverse fate-
that ars most relevant to the reeovery or 
collapse of pasl societies. 

Will histerisns of a future era see in the 
behavior of metropollUn Loa Angeles 
after the Northridge esrthquakc-see In 
the iodal programi, economic and entre­
preneurial strategies, traffic and engi* 
neering solutions—a ereatlve response to 
the challenge of the quake and Uie soetel 
problems It underteored? Or will some­
thing less lhan this be achieved; nol 
enough to eliminate the region entirely 
(that is Impossible} but certainly enough 
to have It lose lU luster, to fall short of 
that dream of a better life lhat has filled 
Southem Califomia with hard-working, 
aspiring people from every corner of the 
globe? Q 
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About Two Weeks Later... //y 
7mes Poll on Northridge quake contains silver linings, disturbingfindings 

V/hal a Iwo weeks it has 
. been. 

And whal an extraordinary 
ncxl few months i l no doubt 
will be. 

Sparc us the excitement, 
right? For-once aealn-thc 
millions who live here are 
being acvcroly tested, Ihla 
time by the bipgcst carth-
jUOk^jn^ur modern hlslory.-*' 

Bure, we'll pass the lest. 
We're resilient, determined, 
commllicd, all of lh.nL Look at 
lhe amaxJng rcsulls of the IXM 
Angelcj? 'limes Poll lakcn last 
weekend. Il revealed thai only 
3% of poll rcsjx>ndc()ts—and 
only 4% In the most heavily 
damaged areas—say Ihcy will 
pick up and got out 

So we're slaying, we're dig­
ging m, we're flghling back. 

Thai wc know. 
Whal wc don'l know Is 

whether we'll be belter or 
worse for all the trauma. 

No less lhan 51% of respon­
dents said Ihcy were suffering 
pstycholociciilly as a result of 
lhe G.G-poitil quake thai oc-
ruricd early Jan. 17. Indeed, 
our ill four suld the Norlhridgc 
cnrlh(iiiiike was one of the 
worst ftxperieiiccs of their 

Picking up the pieces. 

lives. Sounds reasonable lo us. 
What did soem a lot leas 

sensible was thai 83% of those 
commuling atone said they 
would continue to do so. I l 
takes some kind of zany opU. 
mlsl to find a silver lining in an 
earthquake, but our hope haa 
been that the commuling 
nightmare that we have all 
awakened to would foreo 
many of us Into doing what we 

should havo been doing all 
alongi Storl a car pool, lake a 
bua, ride a train. 

Our guess is lhal a few more 
weeks of the posi-quakc com­
muling ordeal will chip away 
at that S3% figure. We'll sco. 

And no one realty knows 
how much children will be 
affected by the trauma. Bnd-
icss psychologisLf—pop and 
otherwise—will no doubt 
speculate. Hut only the altcn-
tive parent will be able to tell. 
I l did seem lo u.; that local 
school officials moved as 
quickly as hiunancly possible 
to gol the schools up to speed. 
That was a relief lo the kids, 
nol lo mention their parenU. 

Another allvcr llnlng-can 
you can hear us whistling?—is 
lhal the experience of this 
powerful quake will molivatc 
us oil to tekc the whole busi­
ness of earthquake prepared­
ness a lot more seriously. Dis-
turblnffly. 53% of poll 
rcspondenU did nol consider 
themselves well-prepared for 
a quake. We've got to change. 

So. as you go to bed tonight. 
a.<ik yourself thia qucsUont Do 
you know where your flash-
IlghUarc? _y 
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)A Mayor in Sneakers: Right Leader 
for a City Reeling from Disaster 

• Quako: Riordan has been 
touching, holding and 
reassuring the people. Will his 
ability to get things done 
become the basis for a vision? 

By Xandrs Kayden 7F^ 

G
roat tragedy frequently spawns 
great leadership. Bul though Los 
Angeles U recovering from the 
Northridge earthquake. It is nol 
because iKTWftyAr h« burst forth 
as a knight In shining armor te lead 
us Ihrough the dust of the trembling 

Karlh. Ralher, wc have had a mayor tn 
sneakers, turning up al one disaster site 
•fler another, day after day, to touch, 
hold and rc-issure shaken children and 
BduIU. 

Kor lllchard Riordan, lhe quake and IU 
adcrmalh have provided an extraordi­
nary opportunity to learn whal works and 
whal doesn'l work In city governmenU 
They may even help him craft a vision for 
tho clly, something he has, so far, nol 
been able lo do. 

Admlltedly, It Is difficult to assess 
RIordan's leadership by more conven 
lional sUndards. The mayor Is not entire 
ly responsible for the functioning of tho 

jfandra Xav<^,~a vUiling lehofar at the 
Ctmter lor Politics ond /!eono»nl«a aX tke 
Claremont CeUegee, is Vie author 0/ "Sur 
vivtng Pouiei*' (FreePreta). 

Flre Depariment or the Depariment of-
Walcr and Power, or all lhe city agencies 
lhal have risen to this extraordinary 
oceaston. Still Riordan has been quite 
effecUve In gelling to worit on the tesks 
al hand-lMks lhal are clear and whose 
goals are shared by all. HU potiUcal power 
is growing by leaps and bounds. 

Bul is he evolving Into a more effective 
leader in a city whose preference for a 
weak mayor U written Into law? 

Last year, CORO, the national leader­
ship training program, asked two groups 
of pooplo Uvlng tn Southern California to 
deline leadership. One group was com­
posed of neighborhood rcsldenu, the 
other of leaders. Each drew up a list of 10 
qualilies associated with leadership lhat 
Ihey valued most 

On fix quallUes-good listener, vtoton, 
respect for others, rlsk-taker. Integrity 
Slid the abllliy to delegate-lhe two 
groups concurred. The neighborhood 
groups also valued leaders who are open-
minded, compassionate, self •confident 
and good communicators, all faceU of 
character, except for the last quality. The 
leaders valued the ability to motivate, to 
gel things done, charbma and the abllily 
to Insplre-qualilles lhat emphasize links 
with other*. . ,̂ 

One of the more Inlcreaiing findings 
was thai the farther leadera gel from 
their comraunllles-lhe more successful 
they are In climbing the ladder of pow-
er-the weaker their rclsllonBhlps to 
their eonsUluenU are perceived to be 
come. DoubU aboul them creep In-part 
ly because of the perceived Increase in 
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poliliMl iWHUnco. partly »>«uu«c he 
hlphc r the office, Ihc more vulnerable the 
officeholder IK10 rncdi;. '̂ rvmy. rc\fM-

sliiiv m thai quality of charisma 
Ihirt rnul'K s US l'cl»«̂ *'- ̂ '̂'̂  "omeono 
else i.s hcdrr, Kiportcr, more blessed lhan 
Ihc i't*i of us. 

BASIASACUMilWCS / M/TW^M 

Yd, in the aftermath of the woral 
quake In modern UA. hirtory, television 
seems to have brought Riordan closer ^ 
us. closing the disUnce-and thus the 
trust gap-bclwccn him and us. In terms 
of the CORO sludy, Riordan has been 
seen In the neighborhood. lUicnlng, then 

calling on his car phone to give orders, 
Ws. more lhan anything else, may 
account for his high approval ratings in 
the weeks since lhe quake struck. 

A modern, urbane society, we niay 
come to recognise. Is nol run by one 
Sight but thousands of km«bl5. « 
horseback, some on mules, some jusi 
walking their blocks. ..„„^,,,.hai 

We have a vision of a Los Angeles lhal 
works, iraffic moving on the freeways, 
homes rebuilt, safely and security frorn 
fbc clcmenU and each olhor. a recovered 
**l5ol5an Is doing an extraordinary Job in 
helping maVe those things happen, and 
while words and sentences arc not his 
strong suit, he docs convey a sense of 
VurpSc ability. When he slumbles 
Ever the words, well, msybe his lack ol 
S S a makea him more like us, closer 
iohome,somcone to be trusted. 

People want leaders to be close to 
lhem.-to Ifatcn to them, to be connected 
to them, to assure them. It's hard to do 
lhal in an urban selling, which may be 
why leaders place more stress on commu-

"'Th?!lirthquake brought the mayor out 
into his clly. back to the pcaP̂ ê- We have 
watehed him assume responsibility, taw 

I risks snd try to gel things done that Is 
leadership by any measure, and those 
{rails are among Klordan's greatest 

'Snlng whal works and what doesn'l 
may enable Riordan to see a better vision, 
and lhat will be the measure of great-
ncss-lf he can bring us along with him. O 

ail 
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A Few Aftershocks From 
ithe Other Sidepf thePâ afic 
I' mCPUUIIIIEIDIS ^ 

A tampHnff 0/ eommMfsrv /rem around 
lhe Paeifk Rim.-

• Phinpplnas "i couldn't help wonder­
ing if Americans, or even Filipino Ameri­
cans, were as riveted to their TV screens 
when Ml. Pinalubo erupted, or when the 
devatialing lohar (volcanic mudslide] 
swept across Central Luaon, or even 

• when the 1991 Luzon earthquake shook 

entire cities to rubble. While utelllte 
communlcstlons have Indeed drawn the 
worid. . '. round the campflre, it seems it 
is iliU the rich and the powerful who 
decide whal steries to tell, or to tell first, 
ortoicllbcst" 
-K<na Jlnumez-David In the PhSippine 
DaUy Inquirer, after waUhing Hue TV 

reporlt of IheUerlhridge earthqvakt. 

• Australia "Most Angelenos will shake 
off the dust and gd on with life. Their day 
of reckoning has not yet come." 
—&jdneii Moming Herald. eUino n(k 

eatevlaUone for Hfe"en the favU Une." 
m New Zealand "New Zealand ean learn 

from the li'agic experience of Los Angeles 
, . ,. liai'lhquake planning must be on 
lhe basis of making the beat preparallons 
to deal with the worst situation." 
-/fay of Plenty Times, Jtotorua, noting 

thai Sew Zeabnd oho ouaite 0 "Mig One," 
"There arc those In America today who 
are arguing lhal Lorena Jobbitl̂  re­
venge Is Just retribution for rnile vk)-
lence. Perhaps th« front lines of this 
particular battle <d the sexes are closer to 
home than we realise. A recent series of 
programs on National Radio on violence' 
againsl women ended with oiie woman 
contributor suggesting that the only solu-

lion was an InlecUon lor men that would 
subdue their testosterone and prevent 
them from mating until thcy had proved 
themselves suffielehlly trualworthy. 
-The IfOacn Evening Mail. aUo uluUng 
"the tfirit of eapteUim" outside the Ua-
nattu eourihaute, uihere ehoe<Aite ret^oas 
of the BobbUt knifeand organ were on taU. 

' • Taiwan 'The U.S. should encourage 
the moderates and libcraU in Belling to 
resolve the remaining human-righu is-
suM. rather than brandish the secret 
weapon of most-favored-nation sulus at 
everylum." . ^ . „ 

-EdStoTial in the China Timet. 
I"a Hong Kong "The U.S. must also bear 
• some blame for the problems of lu trade 
relationship with China. China's evasion 
ef the quota llmiu, and the ensuing baiilc. 

, are the result of the U.S. systom of trade 
protection." _ ^ . 

i -South China Moming Post. edUoriaUnng 
• that MPU vm't he renewed "at a retuU of 
threeU of rttaUaOon or the release of a few 

token ditMcnli." 
m Thailand "Former U.8. President 
Oeorgs Bush described himself as an 
"unemployed retired American." But 
what he did nol menlion was how Tnuch 
•niais spent for this "joblesi" senior 
American clilaen to visit the country." 
-Tht Mian, Bangkok, tbterving thxA il 
eoit sponsors t400fiOO for the Buyh 

_ - stopover Jan. 19-21. 
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County Extends State 
of Emergency to Cut Red Tape • Supeivisors: Shenlf 

Block seeks permission to 
lease space for workers 
displaced by closure of 
Hall of Justioe. 

ByERICMALNIC 
TiMes sTASr wwna 

The Loe Angelea County 
Board of Supcrvinrs on 
FMay declared a eontin-
ued Btate of emergency -̂

an administrative move that wiU 
give coiBity ofGeialB wider authori­
ty to imrrhaar siqipUes. make re-
pain aad lease office apace for 
emptoyves disptaeed by the earth-

(wo doaen county alnie-
lures—among then the aging 
Downtown Hall of Justiee—remain 
closed because of earthquake dam> 
age. and scoraa of eniptoyees have 
been focoed to double up at a tiaoe 
when demand'for their acrviceB ia 
at a record high. 

Shcfiff Sherman Block made a 
perMnal appeal for permission to 
lease space fbr the laat 575 depart­
ment peiaonnel housed in the Hall 
of Justice, which served for yeara 
aa the sherifTa headquarters. The 
Sheriffs Department is now head­
quartered in Monterey Park. 

Block said that becauae many of 

the depanmeni'a compuierixed n -
oords and identification systems 
are locked up in the landmaifc 
building at Temple and Spring 
streets, "sex and narcotics effend-
era are not being registered, fin-
geiprinu are not being logged and 
. . . a whole range ef law cnfbree-
ment procedures are not getting 
done." 
• The sttpervisorB agreed to pra-
vkte temporary apace for Block'a 
persomtel but postponed a deciston 
on finding a pemuHimt location tor 
them. 

The wwlcers had been scheduled 
to move out of the Hall of Justice at 
the end of the year, but earthquake 
damage haa speeded up. the pro-

Offieials estimate that it woukt 
coat about MO million to refurbish 
(he 69-yeir-old buUding. whidi 
once housed audi famous prisoners 
as Charles Manson in the jaa that 
occupies the top floora Some luive 
suggested that it would be better to 
simply tear down the old building. 

In other developments Fridayi 
• Authorities look steps to quash 

a variety of scama that have 
sprung up in the aftermath of the 
Jan. 17 Northridge earthquake 

The Los Angdes Police Depart* 
ment's bunco division assembled a 
unit to investigate quake«related 
fraud, federal mveatigaaora were 
sent to welfare offices to look for 

phongr claims for emergency food 
stampa and state agente started 
posing as hooeowners to catch 
contractora' overcharging for 
earthquake repairs. 

In an effoct to stop "double-dip-
pihg," the federal Department of 
A0cleuItnre approved a 72-hour 
waiting period for those applying 
for « one-time alloeaticn of enur-
gency food stanps. Previous]̂ , ap-
plicanls had only to give proof of 
residence and declare that Ihey met 
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Loreceiva the atampsunmediaJWj 
•Ws not our intent to haesle 

pcSS 5 i SSd f ood,--id Didt 
ItSaart̂  of the ISDA'S Toed and 
SSSon Servk«.-But a f«f peo­
ple art going to chaaU and weYe 

' ^ S S ^ ^ S S S S d e . O - -
t e r d ^ centered three mil« 

a Wide aica at I2d0a lun.. 
toS*ld dtaU minutes later by a 

tpcmor at 4.47. pjn, Caltedi re-

'^SS'finl quake was the STth 
,ft«atock leeorded In the magnl-
SSVrmnge in the 1 2 ^ en^ 
STinitlal 6.6 <msk«. thera hawe 

lhe tedertl Department rf 
.nd Human Servfeea. and to Loa 

i S u m *WJ5 million 

ladUlies inthe earthquake 
t̂̂ deral EnOrrgê icY Manage-

federal aastatanc*. They said 

checks fbc umpota»y ho«»>««f-

"^S^"pete Wilson 
S3.milUoo program to hire peopte 
Who tost their jobs becauaeo^"* 
quake to do deanup work. The johB 

units declared unfit for occupancy. 
"SSeSiito Office of B n e » ^ 
Servleea said more »»»*n_*P^ 

iSlCrtss shdtersanA^i « 2 
efioroments. Another 1.300 were 
^ S g T o n Iheir own. meet 
S S i n dty parks, the smWMiA .̂. 
^SteotogttiB. not hia B ^ * " ? " 
dittons. •pp««tly ^ 
had been iWag with blato«ilyl»« 
S r outsklo « » > * ^ » 2 ^ S 3 
^SSSste. Aeciffsdepistie. sahif 
SS'SiBnp.'b icmpera»ure «»a Jg 
107 deSr̂ es beforo he dOî  
Wednesday saonitag. 5 

•rrhe Liney Foundation, a L * 
Vegas-baaed, oonpxiflt 

tortaa announced 

Jr^aed to «M vieUma of the. 
!ill,qurite.ThefoimdaUonn«^^ 

1992 to help viewns ol the noia. 
i . » -
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Many Elderly Quoke Victims Still Displaced 

Marly Ttctfans of Ihe 
NecMige afudte were already 
IMsg SB tt» l i U whan calanl-
ty sfesvad tbem Mo an ahgrn. 

TfaosawfaorsflsaiaaaRcdOroM 

the eaitkqaaka arê  for the most • 
part, wtthoat faol^ orfMeads tt 
help thaa ttroegh the seeonl 

SUHiSSSL p *̂ *̂  After lifelong Struggles with hard times 
(kaMdaiiiiuî Aayissooŵ  SOUIO find thot everything tficy IKXI is goiie 

"I kat ny hnsbandoo our SOih 
ŝsddtaig amlvttssiy fkoin eancsr, 

and my son, who was 31 and a BUS-
dtent at Rntgesa. was_kiUsd ta an 

want tt the cemetery erwry Sim-
day and cried ay eyes oat A 
frtsBd aald. V yon dont move eut 
cf stata, the men in white salts are 
gofag tt coma for you."' 

She retired 10 yaais age frwaa 
.career as a feeeiwhudst aad PBX 
operator for Untted ArtM% Para-
DKMiBt Studtaa and Varttty. At iho 
tiaie sl the qnakâ  ahe said she was 
getilBg by on her Social Seeortty 
ptwsian and en her dwfaidUng ssv-

5eddeBlyhoswrtess,ahellvsdfca 
ber car for two daya before going. 
to the shsltar, whcve ahe has been 
sent tt Ihe hospital three times fw 
treatmoil ol diahslea. 

Mfeoffldgnt airf pmd ol It.: 
Ihcy an 4«M|y appailod sA whst 
hsa happeiMd to thsm. Daqitte of-: 
teaftWNt with advcffslty.lhcr nsv-
cr IsBBgbMd Ihey would ' 

IS (hsre MKb a thing aa env^ 
faig IhtdHA" sahad Myn Lntsky, 
• t;~^a-» flgtirs who olfered 
her age aa'Westlff'M she sal oa 
hM> cot ta iba Red Oram sheHar la 
lha gymaskmi el Granada HiUs 
High BehooL Pikd around her la 

piBBUe hagi were the few bataag-
IngB She was aUe tt sahage wheo 
the indtar riia was kuytag oa tfme 
coltapsed oa Ma fboBdaUoM at the 
Nortlurldge MoWIe Home Park. 

Uha lhe very yocBg, Ibe eMcT' 
ly arc moat vuhicnUa todliastcr% • 
aay those who woik Ja the recov­
ety effort 

"Both ara asoMwhat poworlem 
In the aesse that Ihey eaat get 
aroaod by thonsehma and thsy, 
caat taka advaalags ef tba servî -
as aa (yeai«cr) adalto caa," aald 
Bossauvy B. Wblta. a dtaleal pay-
choleglst from Stadtt City who Is 
helplBg ttcooasel vMms as part 
ef a Bod Cross volunteer dbaster-

Loldqr.a Naw Cagkader WHh 
the touch of a Boston aeceat, 
moved to Southern CaUfomia » 
yean ago to start ovar. 

*Vou know, I once had a won­
derful Ufe and a beauilfol taomeu" 
aba said. Tve gone from the top to 
tbe botWBL rve been through 

On Thanalay, a trailer frosn tha 
Federal Emeigency Blaaagcncnt 
AdmtadslratlOB dBtany arrived at 
tho shelter to help those who oould 

- not travel la search «il aid or Btaad 
kslongUosa. 

Liiisky emerged from ber 
meettag wllh JElfA worken to 
say that they had glvaa her *̂  gov-
emBMBi 800 number to caJL" She 
rotted bar cyesL 

The organhattOD lhat is clearly 
seoetBg Ugh marks with the elder­
ly Is the Red Qroas, which up to 
yeatcsday had 6.M9 people of all 
ages In Hs n sheitcn. bad counaal-
ed 7,7B» viethaa and had served 
«a8LS00i 

*^«rre Jast emergency, abort-
term help, aad we're freo," said • 
Red Qreai apolMwamaa Betty 
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lvn*ttlllwslwafNuillaMH«>w'*'wa>JtOH<n^afHiaaartKyiritt,acdostntttlna 

Hamer. TOflA li aU toag-lem. 
aad yoi have to pay II hacfc." 

Fbr Ivadlne N. ETwki, who 
bitned IOOB Janoaiy 17. theday of 
tfiecsnhqiuske. ibashelMratGr*!. 
nada mils Ugh has beea a Bf esav-
er. Freed from her ' 

Northridge apasmeBl by two man 
wha brake down her doer, ahe 
waadercd around In her iilght> 
gown natil someone gave her a 
maalirobe aad shoei. 

I f tt hadht beea for Ihc Red 
OroBi, rd be la a street or a park." 
shesakl. 
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Answering 
ions 

on quakes 
D02E3G of responses to 

our offer to answer 
ouakc Questions hsve rer 

veal?dlha;maivyoryouhavea 
hulte on general dUastor pre-
5?edn«lnfOiwatlo«^tJ^^^ 

about some of ^}*S%r^^er-Itiat's not Burprlalna, Prep" l„Jforthe1MgOn*l./t^wiga 
by-the-book propoaWoa of stocV-
plltag survlvsJ gear, li'i also 
feariSnghow to re**lnamo- , 
menfa notloB W unexpected pê  

'̂ Everyone In Qoake counny 
•hould attend s Red Crott first 
iw iSd dlaSer training setrJnar. 
Seeome f amUlar with local pjr-
ertimeot and non-profit emergov 
cv wanagement agencies and the 
Si^tes^offer-before the 
next Wto. Th? front of the 
KSKdlwctoty l̂̂ ^^^^ 
offer* wealth of dtaiiter pre-
nai«dn<fla Information. 
'^Snrsttastsltaventofan. 
IW^ should nil In aprte of the 
gap* J 

m m www NEWS 
\ 

A
First, there are six categorlea 
of maentlal supplies for di­

aaaler survival. Thcy are: wat̂ . 
food, first aM.ctoU»ln| and bed- , 

SiSfsŜ iwrSed 
K*ii;tlaast.thi«^y«ui^ 
oly of non-perishable food, 
SwedgDodsswld^o'PO*' 
dS£4lt«Sr«eP«t«lto««P«>"y«"' 
fsnlly"s ooMMwiJiSfV -̂. »(l The Amerlcsn Bed CroBS wd 
the Mcr^JBir """" 

_ ĵ̂ îSna'you ihouU 
biduds I n W wnrtval Ut. Free 
frSsedew-fpc-ofArert 

oaiepnner Are You 
^c«r Sulde To Wsaator ̂ 9 V t i 
Iclrf'and the A-to-Z list of every 
SPuneedlnadtoaster. 
"Yottr rsmlly Wsastar Supphfs 
KU " slso tells you how to maln-
5Si«Slpment'and how to Store 

•nS ratato food and water lup-

u5to^D.C. 80024. 

JAN 2 9 193̂  

Q l would mie a detjdl«<l chedt W of what! could pack for 
«>y f sntily to help «• ""['Xf,J?' 
fWe to seven days, l have three 

tiudna water, food, cloiheSi ev 
erythtoithatlssuggoted-

Q
WheteamlgotagtostoresU 
thatlsTeQUlredtotttw^ 

quake preparedness Wtf It s as If 
fhave to have another house for 
tir-£dwhatlfth«ho«"^^^^^ 
damaged «>th.tlc«Hgettol^ 

A
Don't be daunted hy the 
i?««reQuMtort2«i5by 

daxeni of Itoms raconunended oy 
FEMA and the Bed Oroea. 

Store items In atrstetfc loca-
dons. The Itt Shut off w«n*^ 
obviously, should be strapped 
down near ths shut-off vSIve. 
ffijnashllght,work8hoe. 
Lrf a war™ Jacket un<ter your 
bed fbr example. Put a days ?5S*ofaaî ^̂  
diSw b«ne«r a doorway » 
CM grab It on your way out-

" .̂rybodyhsatousethdr 
own commonsense." ssys Bob 
Fields, a spokeaiasn with the San 
taOsm County Office of Ameri-
'•3ewSS!itorsmallklU,one 
at hcina. one In the car and one al 
S?S??kpl-».n)al̂ ^̂ ^ tne worKpi« T _» .V than betting on one location, cx-
K l S d V ^ d out and COTS der 
seiVralax»«tln«lw*̂ '<»̂ **** „ 
S £ t be a P - ^ ^ • mv»r4iustee 

B£//^/?. 
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Astro Sciences receives order from tlie 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 

CHATSWORTH, Calif.--(BUSINESS WIRE)-Jan. 31, 1994-Astro Sciences 
Corp. (NASDAQ:AOSC) announced Monday tliat its J&L Information Systems 
division has received an order from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, FEMA, for the company's network communication products to 
assist in FEMA's recovery efforts associated with the CaUfomia 
Earthquake. 

Lubash, president of Astro Sciences Corp., stated, "We are pleased 
to be able to support the Federal Emergency Management Agency and their 
efforts to help the victuns of the recent Califorma earthquake. Our 
offices also suffered damages during the earthquake, but now we are 
back in full operation." Lubash continued, "J&L Information Systems 
has supplied FEMA with ChatterBox(tm) communication servers in past 
emergencies, including the San Francisco earthquake, Hurricane Andrew 
and Hurricane Hugo, the fires in Oakland and the Texas Tornados. For 
emergency applications and disaster relief, our products are used for 
computer networks conununications from and to remote field locations and 
central disaster control areas." 

Astro Sciences Corp. under its J&L Information Systems division, is 
a leading manufacturer of communication servers and gateways for the 
Local Area Network, LAN, and Wide Area Network, WAN, industry. 

CONTACT: Astro Sciences Corp., Chatsworth 
A. Charles Lubash, 818/709-1778 

or 
L.G. Zangani Inc., Flemington, N.J. 
Leonardo Zangani, 908/788-9660 



Quake Aid To Immigrants Hit 
SAN FERNANDO, Calif. (AF) _ The earthquake widened the crevice 

between the state's illegal residents and those who would give them 
a one-way ticket out of town. 

Recent announcements that undocumented immigrants who suffered 
losses in the quake qualify for emergency home loans and other 
long-term aid drew a quick response. 

"The only relocation aid the illegals should get is a bus 
ticket back home," said state Rep. Pat Nolan. 

Alycia Martinez, a native of Mexico who has lived in the San 
Fernando Valley for the past eight years without a green card, said 
she and her four children barely escaped when the walls of their 
house collapsed in the early morning darkness of Jan. 17. 

Because she rents, Martinez said she doesn't plan to apply for 
federal aid. But she was surprised to hear that anyone would object 
if she did. 

"We all work and pay taxes. We feel it is good for the 
government to help," Martinez said. 

Federal courts have held that undocumented immigrants cannot be 
denied basic government services, mcluding public education, 
medical care and some welfare programs. 

While there are an estunated 1 million illegal immigrants in the 
state, disaster aid workers aren't checking immigration status, so 
it's unpossible to know how many are seeking help, state Emergency 
Services spokeswoman Eliza Chan said. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency and the state are using 
interpreters and foreign-language brochures to assure bnmigrants 
they won't risk deportation if they ask for aid, said Chan. 

"We want to help people who do not fully realize that they have 
the right to assistance," Chan said. 

For anti-unmigrant activist SuSu Levy, it comes down to the 
question of distributing scarce resources in an already overcrowded 
region. 

"Is it selfish, really, to kick people out of a lifeboat who 
would sink it?" said Levy, who decided to move to Arizona after 
the quake. 

Nolan and U.S. Rep. Dana Rohrabacher, both Republicans, blasted 
FEMA for allowing non-citizens to apply for aid. They also 
criticized the Immigration and Naturalization Service for 
announcing that agents would not police aid centers. 



Rohrabacher said Friday that he will introduce legislation to 
bar federal agencies from offering loans and other long-term relief 
to undocumented bnmigrants. Nolan said he will introduce a similar 
bill to cover state agencies. 

A spokesman for the Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund called that reaction "shameful." 

"These disasters do not differentiate between nationality or 
citizenship status, and neither should the federal government," 
staff lawyer Tom Saenz said. 

AP-NY-01-31-94 0351EST 



AS DAMAGE REPORTS MOUNT, 200,000 SEEK QUAKE RELIEF 
By Matt Spetalnick 
LOS ANGELES, Jan 30 (Renter) - More than 200,000 victims 

have flooded relief offices with aid requests following the Los 
Angeles earthquake, virtually guaranteeing it wUl surpass 
Hurricane Andrew as the costliest U.S. disaster, officials said 
Sunday. 

Even as federal funds poured in, authorities began cracking 
down on price gouging and food-stamp fraud, which have plagued 
the recovery effort. Ten suspects were arrested in what 
officials called a front for one of the mayor scam operations 
that have sprung up. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency reported Sunday that 
it had received more aid applications in the two weeks since the 
quake than in the first six months after Andrew's onslaught. 

The latest figures provided further evidence of what 
Califomia Governor Pete Wilson had already predicted ~ that 
total damages from the devastating quake would top the $30 
billion in losses south Florida sustamed in 1992. 

"When something like this happens in the middle of the 
nation's second largest urban area, the magnitude of the damage 
is bound to be unlike anything we've seen before," said FEMA 
spokesman Brett Hansard. 

Until now, federal officials had been reluctant to 
corroborate the govemor's assessment. 

President Clinton has asked Congress to rush $6.6 billion in 
disaster aid to southern California, but state officials say it 
will barely scratch the surface of the area's rebuilding needs. 

The magnitude-6.6 quake that rocked Los Angeles before dawn 
January 17 killed 60 people, collapsed freeways and destroyed 
more than 14,000 houses and apartments. At least 25,000 people 
were left homeless. 

A series of aftershocks - one measuring 5.0 ~ rumbled 
through the area early Saturday, buckling ah^dy weakened 
structures and sending some nervous residents scrambling back to 
shelters. 

Scientists workmg to unlock the secrets of the Northridge 
Earthquake have concluded that its epicentre ~ where the first 
seismic waves reach the surface - was actually in the town of 
hard-hit town of Reseda, several miles south. 

As the city stmggles toward normalcy, authorities have 
begun cracking down on scam artists preying on shaken residents. 



Federal agents late Saturday arrested 10 people and seized 
thousands of dollars in cash and food stamps in an operation 
suspected of iUegally laundering coupons that were supposed to 
have gone to poor people under an emergency distribution. 

Dick Montoya, a spokesman for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, say the men were "runners" for a much larger 
fraud ring. 

Amid signs of rampant fraud, food-stamp centres at local 
welfare offices began a 24-hour shutdown Sunday in an effort to 
tighten up screening procedures. 

More than 50,000 people - many hungry and homeless ~ stood 
for hours outside county govemment offices last week in scenes 
reminiscent of the bread lines of the Great Depression. 

City officials, angered by complaints that landlords have 
been using the quake to evict tenants illegaUy and raise rents, 
warned building owners they would be dealt with harshly. 

As authorities investigated hundreds of complaints of price 
gouging, consumer activists fanned out to confront merchants who 
residents accused of cheating them. 

They were demanding that storeowners sign agreements 
pledging to charge customers fairly or else face boycotts. 
People had reported paying up to $10 for a gallon of milk. 

On the political front, the harmony that marked the initial 
response to the quake emergency has since turned to bickering. 

State Insurance Commissioner John Garamendl, who announced 
his candidacy Saturday for the Democratic nommation for 
governor, was quoted In newspaper interviews as accusing Wilson 
of "wimping out" for failing to ask for a tax increase to help 
rebuild quake-damaged areas. 

Garamendl said that instead of asking the federal government 
to foot the entu-e bill, Califomians should sacrifice by paying 
temporarily higher sales and gas taxes. 

All across the region's fractured freeway system, engineers 
worked to open detours to cut down on the nightmarish commute 
faced by motorists since the quake. 

With the number of quake refugees dropping to about 500 
overnight m six tent cities. National Guard troops were making 
plans to begin closmg some of the encampments. About 5,000 
people were still living in Red Cross shelters. 
REUTER 



L.A. quake aid applicants surpass Hurricane Andrew total 
By MARINA DUNDJERSKI 

LOS ANGELES (UPD _ Less than two weeks after the great Los Angeles 
earthquake, the number of people seekuig disaster aid has already 
reached 200,000 _ surpassmg the total number of aid applications six 
months after Hurricane Andrew, federal officials said Sunday. 

Rebuilding efforts continued, meanwhile, as transportation officials 
opened various freeway detours to ease traffic jams through key arteries 
of the Los Angeles freeway system. And in a crackdown on post-quake food 
stamp fraud, authorities held five suspects in a federal detention 
center in downtown on suspicion of participating in a black-market food-
stamp ring. 

The Jan. 17 earthquake _ which has dahned 60 lives _ already is 
forecast to be the costliest disaster in U.S. history, and the numbers 
are still rising, officials said. 

"The damage from the quake is worse than that from Hurricane Andrew, 
" said James Lee Witt, director of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. "And many more people were affected by the quake." 

A total of 208,777 earthquake victims filed for aid by Sunday 
afternoon, Witt said at a news conference in Pasadena outside the 
California Office of Emergency Services. That number continues to 
increase by about 20,000 a day, he said, and he predicted that more than 
350,000 people will seek aid, far surpassmg the total in 1992 for 
Hurricane Andrew. 

The continued flow of people to aÛ ady long disaster aid lines is 
due hi part to people who were previously unable to get to a center, as 
well as contmued temblors that bring additional destraction, Witt said. 

"After every aftershock, we have more damage," Witt said. "We will 
have to wait until they subside to leam the accurate extent of 
everything." 

To counter the large number of applicants filmg for federal and 
state aid, and to ease Unes, Witt said FEMA wiU open the 19th and 20tli 
Disaster Application Centers m Northridge and Newhall on Monday. 
However, Witt added that he expects the number of applicants to begin 
dwindlmg. The quake has caused an estimated $30 billion in damage. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture officials have distributed more than 
100,000 food stamps to quake victims. Although most people applying for 
stamps have been affected by the quake, there are some people who are 
abusmg the system, said John Carey, general counsel for FEMA. 

Five people were arrested late Saturday and are awaiting arraginment 
on charges of food stamp fraud. Carey said the five were found with $S, 
000 m food stamps and $2,500 ui cash. 

"The people of FEMA are in the busmess of providmg disaster 
assistance to those persons truly in need," Carey said. "It is our 
mandate to provide this assistance quickly and compassionately. We will, 
however, respond to allegations of fraud aggressively and firmly." 



In an effort to cut down on fraud, the USDA will begin enforcing a 
72-hour waiting period for emergency food stamps beginning Monday-
Officials said earlier this week that some people made false, inflated 
or multiple clauns and contributed to Imes that stretched for blocks. 
The emergency food stamps are expected to be distributed through Feb. 8. 

Elsewhere, population in Red Cross shelters and tent cities continued 
to declhie as people moved into temporary housing. A total of 5,794 
people stayed in shelters Saturday evemng. 

Authorities said many quake-damaged buildings that were condemned may 
only need repairs and will be re-mspected to check if residents can 
return. So far, more than 40,000 buildings have been damaged. 

Contuiuing rebuilding efforts that began in the first hours after the 
initial 6.6 magnitude earthquake, transportation officials opened new 
freeway detours, includmg one around the damaged Golden State Freeway 
to the Santa Clarita Valley. That detour restored California's primary 
north-south route to 40 percent of its capacity. 

Additional aftershocks, however, conthiued to cause problems. 
Portions of the damaged Santa Monica Freeway _ the busiest in the nation 
_ sunk an additional six inches Saturday following a sharp aftershock, 
OES spokeswoman Jude Dunham said. 

There were no significant aftershocks recorded by Sunday afternoon, 
but inspectors were still investigatmg the effects of several large 
aftershocks, including a 5.0 on the Richter scale, that stmck the area 
early Saturday, caused new damage and sent Angelenos scrambling for 
cover once agam. Smce the 6.6 quake that hit Northridge last week, 
more than 3,000 aftershocks have been recorded, with 353 measuring 
between 3.0 and 5.9. 

Los Angeles police said the 5.0 aftershock brought down the remains 
of a stairwell on the campus of Cal State Northridge that had been left 
partially collapsed by the original temblor. The school, which has been 
closed smce the huge quake, is set to reopen next month. 

Several boil-water advisories remam m effect throughout some areas 
of Topanga Canyon, Santa Clarita and the Castaic area. 

upi 01-30-94 07:35 pes 



Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Fax NewsExpress 

DISASTER UPDATE 
Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affairs (202) 646-4600 

Morrie Goodman, Director 
January 30, 1994 

A summary of information gathered today from situation reports from FEMA's Emergency Support Team. 
Federal response agencies, the Disaster Field Office in Pasadena, the Stale of Califorma and local 
governments affected by the Northridge Earthquake in Southern California: 

SITUATION 

• An aftershock of 5.0 occurred Jan. 29, causing additional injuries and damage in the Northridge area: a 
section of Interstate 10 was reported to have dropped six inches, and Holy Cross Hosptial and California State 
University at Northridge suffered more damage. 

• Early earthquake damage estlmatei of more than $30 billion exceed the cost of Hurricane Andrew 
Although it is too early to calculate the toUl cost, damage to the road network is estimated to be $1.4 billion; 
damage to water and power systems is estimated at approximately $122 million. 

• Electric power and gas services have been restored to all occupied buildings in the region. An estimated 
450 customers remain without water. 

• Damage survey, are only 75% complete, but latest figures show more than 45,000 residential structures 
damaged and 11,000 homes and apartments uninhabitable. Over 200.000 people have applied for disaster 
assistance. 

• The population of the temporary emergency park shelters (tents) is down to less than 700 as displaced 
persons are provided with disaster housing assistance or move back into their own homes. 

FEDERAL RESPONSE ACTIVITES 

» A total of 7,233 federal personnel from U.S. Govemment agencies and the American Red Cross are 
cuaently engaged full-time in the earthquake response and recovery effort. 

• Eighteen stationary Disaster Application Centers (DACs) and 13 mobile DACs remain in operation 
throughout the affected area, and two additional stationary DACs will open Jan. 31. Beginning today, stationary 
DAC hours are 9am-7pm PST daily. As of Jan. 28. DAC registrations totaled 54.264. 

• FEMA's 1-800-462-9029 teleregistratlon number (TDD: 1-800-462-7585) received 12,025 disaster aid 
applications on Jan. 28, for a cumulative total of 143,161. 

• More than 16,000 checks totaling over $51 million had been disbursed by FEMA as of Jan. 29 to 
individuals and families affected by the disaster. As of Jan 30. the Small Business Admimstration had approved 
disaster loans totaling $5,476,700. 

• Thirty-two emergency shelters (30 American Red Cross. 2 Salvation Army) remain in operation. On Jan. 
29, they housed 5,794 displaced persons. 

-more-



1/30/94 Disaster Update 
Add ONE 

* Mobile feeding units on duty in the disaster area now number 120 (110 Red Cross, 5 Salvation Army, 5 

Southem Baptist). To date, they have served 549.881 meals. 

• The Red Cross is operating 17 Disaster Service Centers to provide immediate assistance to earthquake 
victims, and has completed 8.394 of the 15.159 disaster welfare inquiries received to date. Thus far. Red Cross 
expenditures on the earthquake relief operation total $31,647,913. 

* Latest figures from the Emergency Food Stamp certification sites indicate that 47,262 applications had 
been received, 35,104 were approved, and an estimated $9,684,056 in food stamps were issued. Most of the 
remaining applications are pending, awaiting verification of applicants' identities. 

• The U.S. Corps of Engineers (USACE) mission to provide water to the LA area had delivered 1,191.800 
gallons of bulk water and 399,324 gallons of bottled water through Jan. 28. All but four water distribution sites 
will be closed Jan. 30. USACE has also been tasked by the U.S. Department of Transportation to constmct a 
temporary rail station at Camarillo. 

• A l l Disaster Medical Assistance Teams (DMATs) were relieved of their missions by the evening of Jan. 29. 

They had treated a cumulative total of 3,432 patients. 

• Veterans Administration (VA) nuries and medical personnel are slill being used heavily at the DACs, 
where they saw a total of 1.920 patients in the three days ending Jan. 28. Two VA mobile health clinics 
continue to treat patienU at the damaged Sepulveda Veterans Administration Medical Center, and two more are 
deployed daily to various locations determined by LA County officials. The mobile clinics are scheduled to 
operate through Feb. 2, but may be extended due to the continuing aftershocks in the area. 

» A l l voluntary agencies active in the disaster area say that a cash contribution is one of the best ways to 
meet the needs of disaster victims in a timely and effective manner. Priority needs also include blankets, 
diapers, personal comfort items, and plastic sheeting. Donated clothes are NOT needed. The FEMA donations 
hotline is 1-800-342-1100. 

The news media are requested to publUh/hroadcast the FEMA toU-free disaster assistance teleregistration 
number as often as posssible: 1-800-462-9029. or 1-800-462-7585 (TDD) 

For media inquiries only. Public Affairs staff are available al Ihe Pasadena Disaster Field Office to help 

media. Their number is 818-405-7548. 

Stations should caU the FEMA Radio Network at 1-800.323-5248 for a series of recorded actuaUlies on the 
latest developments. These will be updated daily NLT 3:30 p.m. EST. 

Regular TV news briefings on the "Recovery Channel" wiU be upUnked at 10am PST. Live disaster recovery 
informaiion will be provided from 1pm to 10pm PST daily. During other hours, a crawl wiU provide essential 
informaiion. Satellites are Ku Band. SBS 5. Transponder 4, 3.840 Horizontal; and C Band. Galaxy 6, 
Transponder 7. 11.872 HorizoniaL. 

-30-



NEWS RELEASE 
FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL 
COORDINATING OFFICE 

Fax NewsExpress 

ISO East Colorado Boulevard 

OES 
CALIFORNIA 

California Office of 

EmergtHcy Servicet 

Media Contacts: 

Pasadenâ  CA 91101 

FEMA-DR-1008-CA-PR#101 
January 30, 1994 

FEMA: (818) 405-7S48 
OES: (818) 405-7408 

19TH AND 20TH DISASTER APPLICATION CENTERS 
TO OPEN IN NORTHRIDGE AND NEWHALL 

The ninetomth and twentielh Sfatê Federal Disaster AppEcalion Cmtere (DAQ win bodi open on Monday, Jan. 31, at Ih 
following addresses: 

Coast Federal Bank 
18000 Chatsworth 
Northridge, CA 

William S. Hart Park 
(The Train Station) 
24151 North Newhall Ave. 
Newhall, CA 

Individuals afFected by the Northridge earthquakes can apply at the DACs for a variety of federal, state and loca 
asBtance programs. Houre of openilion on opening days win be 1 pjn. to 7 pjn. ThereaflEr, houre wffl be 9 am. to 7 pm 
daily until further notice. All existing DACs will remain open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. 

-end-



NEWS RELEASE 
FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL 
COORDINATING OFFICE 

Fax NewsExpress 

150 East Colorado Boulevard 

OES 
CALIFORNIA 

Pasadena, CA 91101 

FEMA-DR-1008-CA-PR#101S 
30 de enero de 1994 

California Office ef 

Emergency Services CONTACTO DE PRENSA: FEMA: (818) 40S-7455 

DOS CENTROS DE SOLICITUD PARA ASISTENCIA POR DESASTRE 
COMENZARAN OPERACIONES EN NORTHRIDGE Y NEWHALL 

Dos Centros de Solicitud para Asistencia por Desastre (#19 y #20) 
comenzar n operaciones manana Lunes, 31 de enero, en la siguiente 
direccion: 

Coastal Federal Bank 
18000 Chatsworth 
Northridge, CA 

Williams S. Hart Park 
(The Train Station) 
24151 North Newhall Ave. 
Newhall, CA 

Aquellos individuos afectados por el terremoto de Northridge pueden 
solicitar, eo los Centros, una variedad de programas de asistencia 
federal, estatal y local. El borario del primer dia seri de 1 p.m. 
a 7 p.m. Pasado manana, las horas de operacioa ser n de 9 a.m. a 
7 p.m. hasta nuevo aviso. Todos los Centros de Solicitud para 
Asistencia por Desastre permanceran con las mismas horas de 
operacion (de 9 a.m. a 7 p.m.). 

- f in -
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EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS WITH APPOINTMENTS AT 
NORTHRIDGE/GRANADA HILLS DAC MAY COME IN E A R L I E R 

PASADENA ~ Anyone with an appointment to register for local, 
state, and federal disaster assistance at the Northridge/Granada 
Hills Disaster Application Center (DAC) may come in earlier, 
federal and state officials said today. 

The Northridge/Granada Hills DAC is located at the 

Winnetka Recreation Center 
8401 Winnetka Avenue 
Northridge, CA 91306 

A second DAC in Northridge is at the 

Coast Federal Bank Building 
18000 Chatsworth 
Northridge, CA 91325 

DACs are open daily, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

-end-
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State/Federal Northridge Earthquake 

Disaster Facts 

To apply for federal/state 
Disaster Assistance: 

24-hour toll-free 
teleregistration 
1-800-462-9029 
TDD 1-800-462-7585 

For information: 
24-hour toll-free 
information hotline 
1-800-525-0321 
TDD 1-800-660-8005 

Total registrations 
as of 3 p.m. January 29: 
DACs 59,605 
Teleregistrations ... 149,239 
Total 208,844 

Estimated total 
structures damaged: 40,000+ 
Estimated total 
damage cost: Being assessed. 

Patients being admitted 
to hospitals: 1,397 
Injuries/Fatalities: 9,159/57 

—more-
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Daily Summary 
Add One 

Emergency Food Stamp Application 
Suspended Till Monday, January 31 

OfFices where low-income persons affected by the Northridge quake 
may apply for the Emergency Food Stamp 
Program will be closed today, January 30. The closure is to enable 
restructuring of the 29 Los Angeles County 
offlces processing applications. Under the new structure, the 
County will have 16 application sites. It has agreed 
to develop a transportation plan to provide shuttle service to and 
from emergency application offices where public 
transportation is not readily available. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Califomia Department of Social 
Services, and the County of Los Angeles 
completed negotiations that will allow the county 72 hours to 
process food stamp applications and issue a decision 
letter indicating the eligibility of each applicant. Eligible 
individuals can pick up their beneflts that day. This 
procedure became effective on Saturday, January 29. 

Disaster Shelter Population On The Decline 

Total disaster shelter occupancy continues to decline. A total of 
5,794 persons were still in shelters as of January 
29. Shelter population is down from a high of 10,700 reported on 
January 24; and 6,265 reported yesterday, 
January 29. A number of housing programs made available to 
displaced persons has hastened the relocation into 
more permanent housing. 

Local government and voluntary agencies have been helping residents 
of the temporary emergency park shelters 
(TEPS) move back into their homes or locate alternate housing. 
TEPs now totalling 696 persons in 4 locations are 
down from a high of 4,650 reported January 23. The remaining TEPS 
may begin closing early next week. 

- Human Services: To date, over 16,000 housing checks have 
been issued to families to meet their housing needs. 

—more— 



Daily Summary 
Add Two 

Human services, individual assistance programs of the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, is 
working with the City of Simi Valley to identify and fix 
approximately 600 mobile homes that sustained 
foundation damage. At the request of the City of Santa 
Clarita, inspections of mobile homes knocked off 
their foundations, were also conducted. 

Interviews will begin Monday, January 31, with sheltered 
residents of the City of Fillmore to identify those 
who would be interested in living in a mobile home as there 
is no available housing in the area. 

Eighteen fixed and thirteen mobile Disaster Application 
Centers (DACs) are now open. Two more DACs 
will open on Monday, January 31: 

DAC #19 
Coast Federal Bank 
18000 Chatsworth 
Northridge, CA 

DAC #20 
William S. Hart Park 
(the train station) 
24151 North Newhall Avenue 
Newhall, CA 

DAC hours are 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily until further notice. 

~ Transportation: CALTRANS urges drivers to reduce driving 
speed because the rail tunnel at Santa 
Clarita (Interstate-5/Statc Route 14 Interchange) has 
flooded. Cracks in the tunnel have been observed, 
but the tunnel is judged safe at this time. CALTRANS is 
considering extending the tunnel by 1,500 feet 
to protect the railroad right of way so that train service 
will not be interrupted. 

The lnterstate-5/State Route 14 reroute opened January 29 
to provide two lanes in each direction, and 
return the system to 50 percent of capacity. CALTRANS 
reports that the routing was the last of their 
options until the structure is rebuilt. 

~ more— 



Daily Summary 
Add Three 

~ Public Works and Engineering: The Army Corps of Engineers 
has been tasked to provide construction 
management services for towing and installation of 
approximately 50 government furnished mobile homes 
and 100 travel trailers. The Corps has also been tasked to 
build a temporary rail station in Camarillo. A 
detailed scope of work and operation plan is being 
developed. 

The Corps is also providing 197 engineers to help local 
officials inspect buildings. Structures inspected 
include commercial buildings, apartments, single-family 
dwellings, and public buildings. Five of the six 
Disaster Application Center (DAC) building inspections are 
complete. 

~ Health and Medical Services: Medical services personnel at 
the 18 Disaster Application Centers (DACs) 
continue to provide assistance to those visiting the 
application centers. During the three days that medical 
support has been provided to the DACs, a total of 1,920 
patients have received assistance. Through 
January 28, federal Disaster Medical Assistance Teams and 
the two mobile Veterans Administration clinics 
have seen 5,669 patients. 

~ Hazardous Materials: Clean-up of the Santa Clara River oil 
spill continues. Contractors, under the 
direction of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
on-scene coordinator, have removed 1,539 barrels 
of oil from the river and spill area. The revised estimate 
of spillage is now 5,113 barrels. This remains 
the largest spill resulting from the Northridge quake; it 
occurred near the Highway 126 junction with 
Interstate-5. 

Spill clean-up in the Los Angeles River in the City of San 
Fernando.also continues. Oil recovered in the 
cleanup is being taken to an oil storage tank. 
Contaminated soil is being stored in roll-off boxes until 
arrangements for final disposal are finalized. 

—end— 
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N E W S B R I E F I N G 

WHEN: Monday, January 31, 10:00 a.m. 

WHERE: Disaster Field Offlce 
245 S. Los Robles 
Pasadena, CA 91101 

PARTICIPANT : 
Dr. Richard Andrews, Director 
Governor's Office of Emergency Services (OES) 

James Lee Witt, Director 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

Dr. Lucile M. Jones, Seismologist 
United States Geological Survey 

Joe Shuldiner 
Assistant Secretary for Public and Indian Housing 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

Bill Ludwig, Administrator 
United States Department of Agriculture 
Food and Nutrition Services (USDA F&NS) 

ISSUES: 
* Seismic future of Southern California 
* Emergency food stamp program 
* Earthquake concems of the day 
* Question & answer session 
* One-on-one interviews 

TV STATIONS: The briefings will be made available by satellite 
at the following coordinates: KU Band SBS-5, 
Transponder 4; C-Band Galaxy 6, Transponder 7. 

-end-
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SAFETY ASSESSMENT VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 
SPEEDS EARTHQUAKE RECOVERY 

PASADENA - Shortly after the magnitude 6.6 earthquake centered 
in Northridge on January 17, hundreds of volunteer and local 
government building inspectors were on hand at damage sites, 
evaluating the safety of lifelines and structures. 

The volunteers are among the 2,000 government and private-
industry engineers, architects, and building inspectors who 
comprise the state's Safety Assessment Volunteer Program. 
Coordinated by the Governor's Office of Emergency Services (OES), 
the program is designed to help local govemments evaluate the 
post-disaster safety of residential and commercial structures, as 
well as essential facilities such as hospitals and police and 
fire stations. 

"Our goal is to help local governments allow occupants to return 
to their buildings as quickly as possible, so that they can begin 
the repair and recovery process," said Rick Ranous, OES 
structural engineer and program coordinator. 

After completing an inspection, a volunteer posts the building 
with a placard or "tag" indicating the building's status. A 
green placard means lawful occupancy is permitted, a yellow 
indicates restricted or limited use is allowed, and a red means 
occupancy is not permitted. 

In Los Angeles County, the volunteers inspect structures and make 
evaluations with safety as the primary concern. Therefore, 
buildings believed to be unsafe sometimes have been "red-tagged" 
as unsafe, even if it had not been possible to do complete, in-
depth inspections. 

— more-



Safety Assessment 
Add One 

Sometimes inspectors cannot gain entry into buildings. In these 
cases, inspectors conduct outside-of-building inspections. 
Therefore, some structures may be initially assessed as having 
more serious structural damage than is the actual case. 

"Access to buildings is a local government decision," Ranous 
explained. "It is up to each jurisdiction to determine under 
what conditions occupants may enter their buildings and retrieve 
their possessions." 

Rapid evaluations focus on structures and lifelines that are 
obviously safe or unsafe; each lasts about 20 minutes. Detailed 
evaluations focus on structures requiring much more thorough 
assessments and can last as long as 1-1/2 hours. 

Each volunteer inspector is a qualified professional and a member 
of the Structural Engineers Association of California, the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the American Institute of Architects, the American 
Construction Inspectors' Association, or the California Building 
Officials. 

The program was conceived in 1971, after the magnitude-6.4 Sylmar 
earthquake damaged both the Olive View and San Fernando Veterans 
Administration hospitals, far exceeding assessment capabilities 
of local government. 

After an earthquake or other disaster, OES activates the program 
at the request of local govemment. "Volunteers are sent to 
assist local jurisdictions, who remain in charge," Ranous said. 

Ranous added that the number of volunteers deployed, the time it 
takes to complete all the inspections and assessments, and the 
complexity of the mission varies with every disaster. 

-end-



Food Stamp Applications Offices 
Add One 

Emergency Food Stamp Sites 

"Ferguson Site 
5557 Ferguson Ave. 
East Los Angeles, CA 

"Dodger Stadium 
1000 Elysian Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 

East Valley DPSS 
14550 Lanark St. 
Panorama City, CA 

Rancho Park 
10961 W. Pico Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 

San Fernando 
12847 Arroyo St. 
Sylmar, CA 

Santa Clarita 
27233 Camp Plenty Rd. 

Canyon Country, CA 

EI Monte/San Gabriel Valley DPSS South Central 
9521 E . Valley Blvd. 
El Monte, CA 

Exposition Park DPSS 
3965 S. Vermont Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 

Lancaster DPSS 
349-B Ave. K-6 
Lancaster, CA 

Paramount DPSS 
1215 E . San Antonio Dr. 
Long Beach, CA 

Pomona DPSS 
2040 W. Holt Ave. 
Pomona, CA 

(* indicates new site) 

10728 So. Central Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 

Southwest Special 
1326 W. Imperial Hwy. 

Los Angeles, CA 

"Victoria Park 
419 E. 192nd St. 
Carson, CA 

West Valley 
9035 Canoga Ave. 

Canoga Park, CA 

•Whittier Narrows Park 
1000 N. Durfee Ave. 
Rosemead, CA 

-end-
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EMERGENCY FOOD STAMP APPLICATION 
OFFICES TO REOPEN MONDAY 

PASADENA, Jan. 30 ~ Department of Public Social Services offices 
will reopen on Monday, Jan. 31, after being closed for one day on 
Sunday, to prepare for a consolidated processing system designed 
to provide greater security and fraud control in the emergency 
Food Stamp Program. 

The number of Public Social Services offices accepting 
applications for the one-time only emergency food stamp issuance 
will be reduced from 29 to 16 on Monday at the request of law 
enforcement officials. 

Under the new system, county food stamp workers will have 48 
hours to approve emergency food stamp applications. Application 
data will be transmitted to a centralized data processing center 
and approval notice enabling people to pick up food stamps should 
be in recipients' hands within three days. Applicants also will 
be notified of the issuance location where they may pick up their 
food stamps. Persons found to be ineligible will receive a notice 
of denial of benefits. 

The deadline to apply for emergency food stamps has been extended 
to Feb. 8 as a result of the one day application moratorium. The 
16 sites will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to accept emergency 
food stamp applications. A listing of the 16 processing site 
locations is attached. The Department of Public Social Services 
will continue to process applications for regular food stamps at 
its designated offices during regular business hours of 7 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Monda through Friday. 

—more— 
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James Lee Witt, Director 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

Don Jones, Vice President of Disaster Services 
American Red Cross (ARC) 

WHERE: American Red Cross Super Service Center 
Northridge Fashion Center 
Tampa and Plummer Streets 
Northridge, CA 

WHEN: Monday, January 31, 1994 
2:00 p.m. 

PURPOSE: Tour the facility 
* One of 17 ARC centers in operation throughout 
the earthquake-damaged area 

Meet with workers 
* SO ARC caseworkers currently assigned there 

Meet with people seeking assistance 
* Assistance includes food, clothing, health & 
medical aid, urgent household items, and temporary 
housing 

-end-
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rut simply, the sdenUits retooled 
a computer model tor weather (ore-
casting U) make tt account more real­
istically foi soil nui'isturc. 
el4 Tho otttact of this chan«e has to 
do with the way moisture mato its 
way from the ground Into the sir. 

The previous forecast model prop­
erly accounted for moisture in oriy 
the top 3 inches of aoil. Betta said lo 
an internew. The revised model ac-
counto for the moisture stored in a 
much deeper layer. 

In the heat of fummer. crops, trees 
and other plants transfer moisluw 
from the ground to the atmosphere. 

These plants reach down 
feet deep to draw up water;Tbc"' . 
using the energy of aunhght, they \ 
release water vapor into the air as 

pait of their daUy growth eyde. TW> 
Klease Is eaUed evapotranspuiMn, 

rWhen Urge areas have wet aoD. 
the molature from evapotnnspW-
ti5J2teoff a caacadeo/erenulead. 
SitrSn.Betta»aid Hcttniditysteya 
Wjh and the bottom cl the docd 

'"^"TvSSvS the formation of thun-
derrtorma and a lainy weather sys; 
?SJ'heiai4'lt'«afeedback--rfk 
keeos on raining b one place, the aoil 

uetobvor rain.** 

ASuec»»>fu»Te»t 

Betts tesltd Uie new forecast 
model hy plugging In w^Oier wndi-
tionsforJulyl.TiwTe^onwaa 
primed for the t̂ oad-mcductog nin 
by^veHwrmal predpltotton In the 
fan of 1992 and early mobtha ol 
1993 

TvJice. Betts ran tie modd for-
ward for one month lo see wtat land 
of rain it would predict over the re­
gion. One forecast vutUtUi ^Hi 
wet soils and one wiUi dry soDs. 

The model "f* "Sid showed heavy nia faUmg in the Mid-
west in the aame ^jj . 
fall The modtel started with dry soS 
forecast.little ralrt there; 

"This taggMts that we may now 
have the potential for better tong-

lenn precipitation forecasts for the 
eontiBenl/'Bettaaaid. 

He estimates that wet toil contifl>-
uted more than 5 inches of rain m 
July 1993—roughly half of what fell. 

The self-feeding wet cycle could 
have been cut off if the Jet stream had 
shifted enough to allow two or three . 
weeks of dry weather. BetU said. 

"Keep In mind: thia i» only one 
process in < big, interacting global 
aystem," he said. But, he said, with 
the soil already wet In the raring, this 
feedback system is "a much more 
probable suspect" than El Nino. 

Betta ran another test. Tie new 
forecast model accurately predicted 
where tab fell each day b July as 
much as five daya ahead. In contrast, 
the old forecast tnodel predicted nin 
accurately only a day or two ahead. 

The teau show that properly ae-
countbg for soil moisture msKca a 
brge Terence in forecast accatacy. 

Th< Flood Of 

A key ImpHatloa of the research 
it that if toil mdsture remaini high 
into next spring, heavy rab ami flood­
mg are more likely, Betts said. 

But a amall ray of hope was report­
ed at the meeting: aoil b tbe region 
dried out a bit b the last three 
monthi of 1993. That was the 15tb 
driest October through December fa 
the century of weather record-keep-
wg, laid Kenneth Kunkd. director of 
the Midweatem Climate Center, ta 
Champaign, HI. 

Still, a lot more drying need* to 
occur, since aoQ moisture was at a 
record levd before October, tt is still 
slightly higher than normal b moat of 
the region. Kunkd said. Also, levels 
of the region's river* and shallow 
ground-water systems remam high. 

"Given these eondidons and the 
fact that deep soil molature Is still 
way above normal, the likelihood of 
flooding Is still above normal, he 
sakl. "It'a Just that the dryness of the 
past few months haa eaaed the threat 
a bit," 

The El Nino effect ahould be less 
intense thia year, but It Is unclear 
whether the jet stream will behave as 

it did io 1993, said David Rodenhuis. 
diractor of the weather service s Cli­
mate Analysis Ceater. in Camp 
Springs, Md. 

"JU we «ter next spring, we'll be 
watching to see if the same dements 
as last year set themselves up. Ro­
denhuis said. "We'U be especially 
alert in issuing advisones. 

Although some areas will De 
flooded during the spring snowraelt, 
the extent and severity of Oooding 

will depend on future snow aod rain, 
several experts said. 

Thiy doubted that a flood as ex­
treme as last summer's could repeat 
itself this year. 

"That, b ray opinion, is very un-
lijtely," said Gary Dyhouse. a hydrol-
opst with the Army Corps of Engi­
neers b St. Uula. 

The weither service s first flood 
outlook for the year Is scheduled for 
release Feb. 11. 
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Oh-Oh, Midwest, Look Out For The Ohio 
NASHVILLE. Tenn. 

LIKE AMATEUR boxera b the 
ring, Midwest flood-watchers 
looking for the uppercut ahould 
beware of the hook. 

That's because the Ohio Rjvcr 
appears to be priming for a big 
swing. . 

So says Prank Richards, a Na­
tional Weather Service hydrolo-
pst in Silver Spring. Md. 

"In the last couple of monlhs, 
the Ohio l a ^ lias moistened up, 
Richards said laat week at the an­
nual meetbg of the Americaa Me* 
teorologlcal Sodê . 

HW 0W« contributes about 
two-thirds of the water carried by 
the Mississippi River at Cairo, m. 
Despite flocKHng OB the upper 
Mississippi last year, the lower 
Missisapix had no problems be> 
cause the Ohio was low. _ 

But heavy snow has primed the 
Ohio, Richards said. 

"The concern right now is the 
entire Misusaippi River Basin, not 
just the upper basin," he said. 
"Wecould look one wsy aad get 
hit from the other way." 

—Wniiam Allen 
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CLey;a;W> PLAIN DEALER JAN 30 199̂  

Afloodof trouble 
Riverside residents come iiome lo muck and devastation, 

but at least one sees a bright side: Ît's a beautiful place in the summer.' 
By Bia SAMMON. JAMES f. McCAFmr 
sjjdHOYgUnEBMAM A 
PlAlNpEALCR REPORTERS ' 

The water stole into their homes IHte 
some foul-smelllng. incredibly powerful 
intruder thai ripped doors from hmgcs, 
fflefid wind^^^ and tossed fUrnilurc 
about as if in doll houses. 

It retreated under the cover of dark-
ress.loSr5^caiT)et8. walls and priceless 
kecDsakes with Sliine. 

S d that was what ?'-cctcd evacuees 
who relumed to their flood-ravaged 
hJmes afound the Chagrin and RocKy 
rSers yesterday. Most said It was the 
worst flooding in a generation. One offi­
cial put the damage In the millions. 

Here is a river-by-rlver look at the 
flood's aftermath. 
The Rocky River 

Ducks paddled blissfully over sub-
merged lawns while Hsh swam In base-
menis of homes on the west bank of the 
Rcfcky River yesterday. 

The neighborhood was crawling with 
insurance adjusters, contractors, police, 
utiUty workers and bulldozer drivers. 
Neighbors traded l?oats. docks, gvbage 
cant and everything else that had 'beerv, 

picked up and moved by the river's 
might on Friday. 

The rampaging ice moved homes off 
their foundations and ripped gas meters 
from supply lines, leaving natural gas 
bubbling through icy floodwaters. East 
Ohio Gas workers, fanned out across the 
soggy streets, shutting down suppl es 
and leaving homes as cold as the Ice 
blocks outside, » v 

• Everything's annihilated, said John 
F. Chagln of Yacht Club Dr. "What a. 

'̂chagin and his mud-caked fAmily 
spent yesterday pumping, hoslrig and 
wet-vaccing the fiUh from their home and • 
tossing out ruined belongings. The Tood 
had desuoyed the furnace and water 
healer, leaving the house cold and damp. 

"It's a beautiHil place in Oie summer, 
gang.'" Chagin mused. 

Next door, there are four steps up to 
r.-.* flnnr nf Dianne P. Misenkos 

But that still left the basement filled 
Many of Misenko's belongings bobbed 
atop the 5-foot-deep pool. 

•fere's my Wesson oil." Miscnko 
pointed out. "And my sewing kit. I kept 
extra gi-oceries in the basement.' but I 
guess I don't have any more." 

The flood turned the ho«.se of Paul A. 
Mui-rav and Gerry Kelly InU) a virtual is­
land. Televisions, beds, stereos, carpels 
and cvcr>thing else in the first floor of 
the house were destioyed. The men 
heaved couches oul windows and 
vratchcd Ihem float down the street. 

"We're sunk." Murray said. 'Lvcry-
thing's gone."' 

The ice-gorgcd water pulled IB-root 
wooden posts from the river bottom. 
Dock eaiivalks careened at crazy angles, 
thrust upward by the fovce ofthe nood. 

SEE MUCK/16-A 
•" Hujge yachts, some valued at 
$200,000, lay on their sides while 
smaUer boats were jumbled to-
gether on the Cleveland Yachting 
Club's island. 

Upriver, befeveen the Clifton 
Blvd. bridge and the Norfolk and 
Western Bailvray tresUe, an entire 
• marina was wiped out by the water 

• end ice. Dave DeCapua, owner of 
DeCapua Marina, said he and his 

'•wife would rebuild the 42 docks 
this summer. 

Mayor David Harbarger escorted 
a reporter to the edge ofthe mouth 
and gazed over the surreal Jangle 
of ice shards, some as large as 
driveways. A virtual forest of splin­
tered trees, ripped from the river's 
banks by the raging water, now 
Stood Stock StiU, jutting evciy 
which way among the icebergs. 

"Ifs usually very ouiet down 
here, but this is just plain eerie," 
Harbarger said."l have never seen 
anything like this. It shovi/s you 
who's in charge — and it ain't us." 

Harbarger said he and Rocky 
River officials would ask Gov. 

. George V. Voinovlch to declare the 
place a disaster area so funds can 
be sought from theJcderal Emer-

iment?Lgency. He es-
iamagi. in the mil-

"A lot of it was just swept out to 
sea," said DeCapua as he picked 
his way through the wreckage. 
"It's amazing that the quiet Rocky 
jQver can become the kind of tor­
rent and mischief maker — to say 
the least — that It's been today. 
The river takes over everything it 
wants." 
. His daughter, Elizabeth, added: 
"It looks like Alaska, not Rocky 
River, Ohio. Prom the right angle, 
the ice looks like glaciers. 

• WhUe the west bank of the river 
was bustling with activity, the east 
bank was desolate. Residents of 
the two dozen posh homes at Clif-

;̂ on Lagoons in Lakewood re-
. mained evacuated as officials kept 
an uneasy eye oh the moUth of the 

' flencv Management?Lgencv. He es-
•J timated the damage, in the mil-
• lions. 

But he expressed doubt about 
the prospect of getting the vast 
amount of ice and debris out of the 
river without further damage, 

"This is far from over," Har­
barger wamed. " I look at this and I 
sec monstrous trouble." 
The Chafprin River 

By the time the raging waters of 
the Chagrin River came knocking 
on I d Dohnal's back door Friday, 
he had already safely moved his 
1975 Corvette and 1992 Sable to 
higher ground. 

When the water and ice poured 
into his garage on W. Island Dr., 
Dohnal rescued his 1993 Harley 
Davidson motorcycle, rolling the 
low-rider hog Into his living room. 
The scene recalled the flood of 
1989, which claimed a 197.1 model. 

" I wasn't going to lose this one, 
too," Dohnal said. "1 pushed that 
Harley up and the water was jusl 
coming after us." 

PAGE OF. I. 
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In his 37 years in the house, 
Dohnal said, the flood of 1994 was 
unrivaled, 

"This wa5 i t This is by far the 
worst" 

Dohnal assessed his damaged 
property from an easy chair in his 
damp living room yesterday, ^rs were forced to spend a second 
seated beside his beloved bike. away ftom home yesterday. 

"It's bad. wet and a lot of ice." J^'l " ^ f ^ ^ f l ^ ' l ^ . S ^ 

these setbacks, but we love it - ^ e ^ ' n f Nauu'al EtTaS t h r i 
go6ns neighborhood:' surrounded 

The Vennilion River 
Residents of the Vermilion River 

floodplain were forced to postpone 
their bittersweet homecomings as 
the river continued to rise and 
pour over its banks. 

About 100 Vermilion homeown-

summer's coming," he said. 
Like Dohnal, Beatrice Jenkins 

learned from the past After losing 
her house tn the flood of 1889, Jen­
kins stayed high and dry even 
though she lives astride the churn­
ing Chagrin. 

"This flood was about the same ' 
as 1989," Jenkins said. "But this 
time wasn't as bad for me." 

That Is because, when Jenkins 
rebuilt her house, she made sure It 
was erected on stilta 10 feet above 
the river. 

On the Fairport side of the 
Grand River, three feet of floodwa­
ter poured into the Western Re-
serve Yacht Club and Riverbend 
Marina. 

To prevent the clubhouse f̂ om 
being crushed by ice chunks, dub 
member Frank Myers used a front-
end loader to scoop ice and push 
water away. His work went for 
naught. 

"It's pretty bad out there," M.v-
ers said after a broken hose forced 
him tn end his efforts. 

American Red Cross volunteers 
said they visited 71 flooded homes 
in Eastlake and Willoughby HillSi 
which made up about 85% of the' 
homes affected. Water-covered 
roads prevented access to some of 
the worst-hit residences, said Rick 
McPeak. executive director of the 
Lake County cliapter. 

About a half dozen homes suf­
fered mŝ or damage, with the rest 
receiving minor • water damage, 
McPeak said. 

"The landscape Is surrealistic." 
McPeak said, "with huge chunks 
of ice as big as ears strewn every­
where." 

A Red Cross mobile unit pro­
vided sandwiches to displaced peo­
ple, police, firefighters and rescue 
volunteers. A service center based 
at Eastlake City Hall provided help 
finding temporary housing, food 

"It may not immediately allevi­
ate your problems," Reeves said, 
"but the melting will defmitely be 
ending." 

Ciani, from the Coast Guard, 
wamed that flooding could rebim. 
"The freezing temperatures may 
stabUije. things, but with the 
amount of snow you've received 
this winter. It doesn't bode well for 
the spring." 

Plain Dealer reporters Peter Gel-
ler, Ketnn Harter and Molly Katja-
ncngh confn'bttted fo this report.. 

by water. 
Freezing temperatures on Satur­

day stabilized the flooding, which 
peaked around midnight Friday, 
but It did little to help the waters 
recede in flooded areas. 

"We're just watching. There's ab­
solutely nothing else we can do." . 
said Mayor Elizabeth Sheehe. 

Throughout the day. gawkers 
walked over a bridge with cameras 
and videocamcras, recording Ve^ 
mllion's worst flood since 198S. 

A Port Authority iccbicaker 
tried, but failed, to jar the river's 
jam. Bill Summers, a member of 
the Port Authority, said tho crew 
quit after about five hours. 

"It's like a boy doing a man's 
work," Summers said. 

The Ice-breaklng tue Neah Bay 
was equally unsuccessful at break­
ing ice jams in the Rocky and Cha­
grin rivers yesterday. The rivers 
were too shallow for the tug to 
even chip at the floes, said Chief ^ 
Petty Officer Dominic Ciani of the 
Coast Guard. 

"The real problem with these 
swollen, blocked rivers Is that fre­
quently lhe jains are happening 
way up the river where we can't 
get to'them," Ciani said. "Ifs mad­
dening, but there's really nothing 
we can do." 

•riie Neah Bay had better luck ui 
the Cuyahoga and Grand rivers; It 
cut a path for a load of fuel oil to 
be delivered In the Flats, and man­
aged to make its way about a. mile 
up the Grand River. 

Weather forecasts called for a re­
turn to more seasonal frigid 
weather. Temperatures were ex­
pected to return to the teens over-
night, with a high of 20 today, said 
Ken Reeves of Accu-Weather. The 
rest of the week was expected to 
remain well below freezing, caus­
ing a layer of ice to reform on the 

PO/CURTCMANOien 

In 1989, Ed Dohnal lost a Harley 
Davidson motorcycle to a flood 
on W. Island Or. in Eastlake. He 
look no chances Friday. He 
wheeled his 1993 Harley Low 
Rider Convertible into his living 
room, where It remained high 
and d7 yesterday. 

PAGE 
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FEMA jimply follows law on disaster recovery 
Editorials such as The Herald's Jan. 

23 The devil's in the details—an obvi-
ous attempt to leverage the state's 
meeting with the Federal Emeigency 
Manaeement Aeencv direcfor — 
makes one wonder Who's paying atten­
tion to details. 

As Ty HarringUm. executive officer 
for Ijurricacfi A.i;drew recovery, 
explained lo The Herald, a disastor 
survey report is an "estimate" of dam­
age, nol a promise to pay. 

The U.S. government committed 

Itself to South Florida's recovery from 
Hurricane Andrew, and is living up to 

' that promise 
Including Small Business Adminis­

tration loans, FEMA has coordinated 
the funding of more tlian $2 billion for 
Hurricane Andrew recovery. There is 
more in the pipeline, too. This docs 
not account for funds committed by 
the U.S, Agriculture Department. 
Housing and Urban Development, 
and many other federal agencies. 

The U.S. government, however, did 

not commit to pay specific expendi­
tures without proper justification and 
drtermination of eligibility under-
FEMA laws and regulations. 

A dis2Ster brings extraordinary 
expenses, such as employee overtime, 
and FEMA pays those expenses: How-
ever. Congress (Joes not allow payment 
of regular, planned functions with fed­
eral lax dollars. Federal disaster assis­
tance supplements local and state 
resources. It docs not replace them. 

FEMA is committed to South Flori­
da's recovery, but Huiiicane Anditw 
IS unique in FEMA's response a»nd 
rtcovery history. Many issues here set 
precedents. Some must be resolved via 
an appeals process; others may Cause 
regulations to be rewritten. 

FEMA will continue to work vwth 
all disaster-aid applicants to ensure 
that thcy get every penny for which 
they re eligible. But it cannot arbi-
tranly abrogate laws and regulations 
by giving a penny more than that. 

RU5SEDM0NST(^ 
Public Ajfairs Officer, 

FEMA 
Miami 
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Pier pressure 
Maiim tepairs beep boaters at bay 

and updated restrooms. 
Thcdelay at Matheson Hammock — 

onfy three of the nine P'e«'Jf;" f^ut 
ready by July — has angered a small but 
vocal contingent of sailors. 

By US A ARTHUR i» 
AndJUOYBAinSTAjO 
Herald Staff Wrtteis 

EiEhtccn months after . Hiurifignf 
AndSipwrecked South DadTSffis. 
^ ^ i U soon be able to drop anchor at 
two of three couniy mannas. ^ mamm, —• • " 

But repairs have yet to begin on the " g ^ l ^ Management Agency hdmng 
largest and niost popular marina - g"^^?SrthercplaccmentoJsIx piers that 
Matheson Hammock "^Cortl Gabto P J . . . ,n 
where mangled piers stdl keep boaters 
docked elsewhere. jojiinird 

Homestead Bayfrpnt Park |nd BiU Bud 
Park and Marina (forn^riy ̂ ^^^ 
WiU be ready in mid-Apnl, with rcfur-
bished boat slips, new concession stands 

Coimty officials say the wait may pay 
off in the end. They hope boaters will end 
up with a new marina, with the Federal 
Bncrgency Management Ager-
to pay for the replacement or si 
were more than 30 years old. 

î What it amounli to is that the citizens 
df Dade County could get a new manna. ^ 
uid Frank Faragalli. Dade County parks 

PLEASE SEE MARINAS. 
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project administrator for the* 
marinas. 

Frustrating delays 
A series of problems contrib­

uted to the delays in starting the 
Matheson Hammock project, 
county officials said. 
. Shortly after the hurricane, 

county and FEMA officials 
decided the inspections done by 
eye in the days after Andrew 
were inadequate. FEMA also 
asked'for more thorough inspec­
tions, including some by under­
water teams. 

Negotiations with insurance 
companies (hat covered part of 
the marina — though not the 
docks — also took time. 

And when the county solicited 
bids on repairing the aging con­
crete piers in October 1993,. 
FEMA and theftate asked Metro 
to reconsider. They suggested the 
piers — which only had a few 
years of life lefl — be replaced 
with.new ones. 

"FEMA, to its credit, said if 
the federal gov^mcnt is going 
to invest in a project, let's make 
sure they arc going to last," Far-
agallisaid. 

Two underwater surveys have 
been completed, and FEMA is 
studying the county's proposal-to 
replace the piers for S3.5 million. 
FEMA couldn't say when it 
would make its decision. 

If FEMA only pays part of the 
tab to replace the piers, county 

. ofFicials say there's other hiim-
cane relief money lhat could be 
used lo cover the difference. 

Source ef income 
The marinas are sizable money 

makers for the county and the 
private companies that run the 
marinas and concessions. 

Ih the year preceding Hurri­
cane Andrew, the marinas netted 
$1.2 million. 

After the hurricane, the county 

f ;ot two state grants to make up 
or lost revenue at the parks 

through June 30 of this year. 
Boaters have been abl^ to 

launch bouts from all three parks 
for inore than a year. But boat 
storage — in both wet and] dry 
dock — is still unavailable at Bill 
^ird and Matheson Hanamock. 

And thai has sornc boaters feel­
ing landlocked. 

"Our boats are all over the-
city." says Jay Silbcrt, commo­
dore of the lOO-family Matheson 
Hammock Yacht Club. "We're 
in-Crandpn, Dinnei.KtyJ)sliijid.. 

homes in Gables by the Sea.-
We're everywhere there is still a 
spot open.' . 

Silbert rays the couniy is drag­
ging its feet on the Matheson 
Hammock repairs. 

Bul foi- those farther south, 
marinas seem to be less of a pri­
ority. 

• ' I had a lot of destruction at 
, home," says Roy Hibbs, who 
lives in Kendall and launches his 
26.foot Baylincr from Bill Bird 

• marina. " I had a lol of deslnio 
tion on the boat, lhe destruction 

' was so gicat, it's understandable 
it's taken so long. 1 think thcy vc 
done a really gcpd job." 

Even the most understanding 
boaters are clamoring to get bade 
in lhe marinas. All three patks 
have waiting lists for dock space. 

. and dock masters receive con­
stant calls from boaters wanting 

to know when the marinas wifl 
open. 

Metro Commissioner Javier 
Souto, who along with GommiS' 
sioner Bruce Kaplan heads the 
commission's • parks committee, 
says he understands the frustra­
tion of Silbert*s group. But he 
hopes boaters will keep in mind 
the magnitude of the hurricane 
damage. 

' i guess no one is happy with 
the pace of any of the repairs in 
Dade County as far as Hurrieane 
Andrew goes," Souto said. "This 
was i humoiigous disaster, and 
FEMA is n huge monster bureau­
cracy. 

"Crime is a priority. The 
health ofthe citizens is a priority. 

' Are boats a priority? 1 think 
FEMA probably had other prior­
ities, and this wasn't orte oT 
them." C 

7?^ 
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MARINA REPAIRS 
Eighteenmonths after Hurricane Andrew, two ofthe county's 

three marinas are ahnost ready to reopen. Buttepain heve yet 
to begin at Matheson Hammock in Coral QabUfts. Here's the 
status of the three marinas. 

BIRDRD. 
SW42St LEGEND i 

B l Mithcaon Hammock P«Hc 
•nd Marina 9610 Old Cutler 
Road, Coral Qabiss • 

SUpa:252 
DanMvo: Qclanslvs. Marina -

cbaad. 
Ceatef rapalrt: 
Phase 1: $687,489 (90 

restored on thfM piers) 
Data of eoMraet: Jan. 22, 

19M 
CompMton Data: July 1994 
PhBsa2: $1.7mllHon (replace 

sbe piers) 
Data of contract: Nonayat. 
CompMlon data: Unloiown 
Not ineemvJn yaar bafore 

Andrew: 1563,976 

BW Bird Park and ilarina 
(fomwrly BlackPoInt) 24775 SW 
iTthAva. 

S l^200 
Hurricana damage: 

Extanaiva. Marina dosed. 
Coat of rapairo; $940,270 
Data of Contract: Sapt 1. 

1993 
CoiiipMion IMa: Mareh 14, 

1994 (30 day.axtonsion nqsected) 
Nat Ineom* In year bafore 

Andraw: $556,589 

Homeaiead Baylront Park 
9698 N. Canal Or. Homastead 

SIlpa: 194 
Hurricana damaga: Lass than 

10 pareant ef alipa; damaged. 
Marinaepan. . 

Coal efiapaira: 1494,725 
bateef contract: $of̂  1,' 

1993 
Conuiletion Data: March 14. 

1994 (39 day axtanaien aoacted) 
Net IneonM.in year balora 

Andrew: 8124.42 

i 
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mHERALD gAH29ra 

The Devil's Den 
Homeless find shelter in Andrew's rubble 
By AMINDA MAHQUES QONZALEZ ^ 
And OSCAR UUttBAY iK 
H«rald Staff Writers ' 

There are no phones, no running water, 
no elcctriciiy at this South Dade apart* 
ment complex. Yet 70 ̂ p l e live In the 
four abandoned building, sharing one 
portable bathroom, relying on bottled 
water and cooking on mak«hifl outdoor 
barbecues. 

The people have nicknamed the place 
"La Cueva del Diablo" — the Devil's 
Den. 

Still, it is better than being out on the 
sti-ccis. 

"Right now our options are zero," said 
Sherry Kaula, 35, who came here looking 
for work after Hurricane Andrew. She 

now lives in an "apartment" with her two 
children — Matthew. 6, and Jena, 21 
months. 

"This is home." Kaula said.' -
In South Dade, there is nowhere else to 

go. Homelessness is a lingering aftereffect 
of Hurricane Andrew. About 1.800 home­
less people live souih of Kendall Drive, 
according to a study released this month 
by Andrew Cherry, sociology professor at 
Barry University. In 1988, there were 
fewer than 1,000, he said. 

The numbers could have been higher. 
About 2,000 displaced families are living 
on borrowed time in trailers provided by 
the federal FmcrtrncY Management 

PLEASeSEE SQUATTERS, a i 

I 
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Ânff there is no immediate solution. 
Affordable housing is at a premium. The 

hurricane destroyed 13,000 homes and apart­
ments for the poor, and few have been . 
rebuilt. . . . . , 

In the meantime, there is no homeless 
shelter, and plans to build one are at least 
three years away. So p6oplc with no place to . 
go arc creating shelters of their own, moving 
into the abandoned buildings dolling South 
Dade. . . . 

"No one is taklna the responsibility for 
•this issue in any signincanl way." said Donna 
MacDonald. executive director of the Home­
less Coalition. "Obviously, a year has gone 
by. and there still is no concrete plan to deal 
wiih liow the hurricane impacted poor fami-
lies in Souih Dade." 

The Devil's Den is a cluster of four build­
ings in Naranja lhal were once a migrant 
farmworker camp. In lhe past year, this is the 
third group to move inlo the 20 apartmenis. 
Each time the slate Dcpartmcnl of Health . 
and Rehabilitative Services finds ono group 
icmporary housing, another moves in. said 
Thomas Franklin, program adminisiraior <rf 
the HRS South Dade Communily neallh_ 
Team. . ,' . 

Outside the encampment, known as the 
Taylor Camp, extension cords hang acr(»s 
the rooftops like gariand, connecting, the 
units to a communal generator that once 
belonged to a posi-hurricanc tent city. Over­
burdened, il quits frequently. 

Children play near a pile of debris, the 
stuff cleared off the property by the unottieial 
tenants. Some ofthe men. day workers with 
no jobs, have patched the roofs and put up 
old doors. Others fumished ihclr apartmenis 
with discards, giving the place a peculiar 
homeyness. . . . 

The group, which includes nine families, is 
a potpourri of Hispanics, Anglos, Haitians. 
and blacks, construction workers and farm­
workers. Their one bond is the Taylor Camp. 

Raul San Dobal. 25. is a miorant farm­
worker who came here two monlhs aso from 
North Carolina. Work has been slow, he said. 

"The worit is very scarce, and if we find 
some, it's only for half an hour or an hour, 
said San Dobal. who says he earns $40 in a 
good week. "You livie day to day here." 

Carios Diaz Hcmandei, 23. headed south 
for the same reasons. 

"Thcy lold us there was a lol of work here, 
but all (here is is a lot of disillusionment.' he 
said. "A lol of poverty. A lot of lost hope. 

Several nonprofit groups, along with HRS. 
have been trying to help, it has been difficult. 
Many ofthe people came after lhe hurricane 
and aren't eligible for federal aid. 

The Coalition of'Florida Farmworker 
Organizations and Centro Campesino are 
drafting a proposal for the Homeless Trust 
seeking money to provide temporary housing 
for six months. 

"We jiisi don't want to go in there and 
close the camp and thi^ ihem out on the 
slreel," said Nancy Rivera, outreach director 
at Centro Cainpesino. a nonprofit social ser­
vice agency, "that would be cruel. It would 
be as cnielas leaving them there." 

They are trying to get the property owner 
to allow the people to stay awhile, but no one 
can find the owner. 

Metro Commissioner Alex Pcnelas, co-
chairman of the Homeless Trust, said there 
are plans to build a shelter in South Dade, 
but It's going to lake time. 

"These people are just a drop in the 
. bucket," he said. "Because there's another 
'7.000 people we haven't reached yet either. 
You can go to a million places ih this county, 
and you'll find pockets of 50 to 60 people. 
ThatS jusl the facts. We are dealing with 
scarce resources." ... . . 
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Predicting The Next 
Big Flood 

Researchers LaU 
Soft's Moisture 
KeyToForecâ p 
By WilBam Allen 

U
S.ANDBWTISHscientiats 
have ̂ scovered an unportant 
missing Unk in weather fore­

casting; soD moisture. 
The (fiacorery U a nujor advance 

in iredkting the kind of heavy, per-
• ̂ l-trt tn that caused the Great 

Fl^dlSw^^^^ 
ij^jw^CTBsme Midwest. 

Researchers now think water al-
resdv oreseftt in the soil was respon-
I f t l e f f i u t half the rain that felhn 

.•*'^.S.?l!ii^lf5thismoistureis 
quite large, even staggering m some 
ways." said Alan K. Betta. an inde-
S n t atmospheric sdentlstln 
Rltsford, Vu Betts spoke in Naslh 
S Usi week at the annual meeting 
. of the American Meteorological 
• Society. 

Before the flood, scientists al-
•: ready teiew that, like a bathtub, satu-
:::SsoilwouWlea;ead4U<5jJrata 
: • nowhere to go but down the dram — 

into rivers. 
• . What they suspected--but haa 
• i«« pinned down ̂  was th t̂ fuch 
«tretnely wet soU produĉ r̂ain m a 

• . seM-suatain'mg. vicious cycle: _ 
"Now we know that a lot of the 

rain rsJ5.S,lypredicUble," Betts 
" u e National Weather Service will 
need to account for tWs cycle in its 

: forecast models, said Frank Rich-
ards. a hydrologist with the agency m 
Silver Spring. Md. 

have pwnted theu: 1 ^ jn sea su^ 

search on the issue. 

EnterlheClobal Energy andWa-
ter Cyde Experiment. 

The oroiect, conceived in 1990. 
sJkfiSe^stand better the way 
Sosphere move. J«ter 0,e 
aun's energy around. Better under-
S5?Jn^leadto.bet t«for^ts . 

As oart of the pro ect, the saefr 
t5sU <Se to took closely at the Mis-
Mslppi River Basin. 

ThTt's ho* Belts and his col-leagues in the United States andEng-
landfound themselves Jtug^ng^ 
unpact of moisture In the Usm last 
J Z - a month of record ram. The 
work was funded by the NaUonal Sci* 
r^Xndation and NASA and done 
SfSoperation with *e European 
Weather Center, in England. 
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Crime Pays 
In FEMA Checks 
"WI 

rE KNOW YOU are heca lUegaSy. 
' Berê  a check for 12,000 so that you 

_ _ can eontlane to float the law.** Tiiat «• 
sendaSy is what the United State* of Amerlea ii teU-

, ing illegal aliens vhen the Fedenl Emergeney Man-
tgeou&t Agency bands oat chacb to Illegal Immt 

! grants who rented hom« damaged in the Northridge 
quake. Thoe cheda. likely to be followed by later 
dieekx, are not being taned by miitaka. Io order to 
fadUUte payments to those here illegally, FEStA al' 

• lowaappUcantiwhodonothtveSodBlSecuiltyniin-
bos to provide soma proof of residency, sueh as rent 
or utility receipts, to tiuillfy for FEMA grinti. 

|Q£A grants provide much more than emergency 
•<ii«tytig*- Tbey pay (or crliii eoanseUog, tamporazy 
housing for 8 to 18 mondu, and rebuHdiog cocti for 
homeowners. FEUA spokesman Carl Suebocki ez-
pUined that legislation prohibiting diwrimination 
mandates that illegal aliens receive all FEMA ben«< 
tits, with the exception of SmaU Busineu Admlnlstra-
tion loans and Disaster Unemployment Aailstuce. 
>eople in Amerla unlawfully get FEUA money be­
cause it's the law. 

As FEUA let up ahop 
in Los Angeles, the agency 
has worked to get oat the 
word that Illegals are wel­
come to apply for grants. 
Jose Konge, who heads up 
one of the new FEUA cen­
ters, told the Lof Angeles 
Timet that he decUned a 
police offer to post offi­
cers outside his center lest 
a poUce presence scare 
anyone away. "We'd like 
people to feel like they 
-were walking into a 
church," he said. 

Amen-not Few would luggeit ttat toe govetn-
menSffle^al aliens sbahar or foodtatt̂ ^̂ ^ 
£ v « 5 S wike. It fc only rltfit to provide baste 

aid to dhaiter tletlmi. And u FeĴ ^̂  
Son tor American temlgratton WomtztcMyt^ 
rSwDttSSn noted u be paued tbrwgb town 
iSSto tttattSntandahletbatttaeUflerwcon-
JS2i» overnSpoSSi to end medical benefiu or 

wnrtA hMania Illasal lomlgrantB dont baye to 

g'SSStfraud than It ii for cltiiens - ay. Cllle 
North—to cheat the goTersment 

You. my (itend, an paying for thli whildy 
IDegi behavior, whether Congreaa payi for earth-
S aSittnce by cutting other prperams. IJ tt 
S?«,.M flPvUd«ficltit)«nd£g,ultlillkalytodo.Tha 
W b K i £ ffidgSSri billion in emetgffl̂  
I K D M - that for every man, woman and 
S t o AmeSa ttd the prica tig could grow to 

S«d«^«aS7utslde federjlliw. 

57n iSiice! -SSSng ̂ i ^ t o Immigrate here 

w T L r scrupulously foUowing INS rula. 
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When Freddent (ainton wu nominated for prcat 
dent, he deelirad he would run In the name of an the 
people who do the work, pay tha tazea, raise the Uds 
and play by the rules." Giving FEUA grants to people 
here illegally, and lettiaf up a system that li friendly 
to fraud, betrays iule«bklliig Americana. 

Stdn ipoke of Amadcani' "anxiety" on Immign* 
tton. But alio, not eDfordog tbe Uw nomotei lager 
and eynldim. Already the Los Angaleg Department 
of Sodal Servleei hu caught ipplleati for emergen* 
cy food itampi, who need only loo w a driver̂  Ueenie 
and a dedarttfon of damage, trying to get food 
ftampi fnudulently. Iba loi Angelea Timea reported 
that thls'fnud ii '^pant" Interviewed Angdcnoa 
freely admitted that they luffered no damage, but 
were standing in line tor emergency vouehen for 
which they were not entitled anyway. While It tn no 
way excosea thair greedy crime, you Just know that 
some ef tfaosa ehaata Justified thalr fraud by aying 
that illegal aUeos were getting goodies too. When 
lawi are not enforced, when o&er people cheat and 
get away with cheating, and othen yet break the law 
and are rewarded, the sodal fabric tears. 
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Quake Damage 
Seen Setting j 
U.S. Record 
Losses Likely to Surpass 
$30 Billion Toll of Andrew 

i Reuter 
: LOS ANGELES, Jan. 30—More than 200.000 
victims have flooded relief offices with requesU 
for aid, nnaking the Los Angeles earthquake all 
but certain to surpass Hurricane Andrew as the 
nation's most costly natural disaster, offldals 
said today. 
: As Los Angeles struggled to recover, the Fed­

eral Emergency Management Agency reported 
that it had received more aid applications in the 
first two weeks after the quake than in the fu'st 
six months after Andrew, which struck in August 
1992 and caused $30 billion in losses. 
' "^en something like this happens in the mid­

dle of the nation's second largest urban area, the 
magnitude of the damage is bound to be unlike 
anything we've seen before,* said FEMA spokes­
man Brett Hansard. 

Until now. federal officials had been reluctant 
to corroborate the estimate of Gov. Pete Wilson 
(R) that the quake would be more costly lhan the 
hurricane, but with 20,000 aid 

"When something like this 
happens in the middle of 
the nation's second largest 
urban area, the magnitude 
ofthe damage is bound to 
be unlike anything we've 
seen before." 

— Brett Hansard, FEMA spokesman 

requests a day and damage reports mounting, 
they have made an assessment. 

President Clinton has asked Congress to rush 
$6.6 billion in disaster aid to Southern Califomia, 
but state officials say it will barely scratch the 
surface of the area's rebuilding needs. 

The magnitude 6.6 quake that rocked Los An­
geles before dawn Jan. 17 killed 60 people, in­
jured 8,000, collapsed freeways and destroyed 
more than 14,000 houses and apartments. At 
least 25,000 people were left homeless. 

A series of aftershocks—one measuring 5.0 
on the Richter scale—rumbled through the area 
eariy Saturday, buckling already weakened 
structures and sending some nervous residents 
scrambling back to shelters. 

Sciendsts working to unlock the secrets of the 
earthquake have concluded that its epicenter, 
where the first seismic waves reach the surface, 
was in the town of Reseda, several miles south of 
Northridge, where prievious calculations had 
placed the epicenter. 

As the city struggles toward normalcy, author­
ities have begun cracking down on price gouging, 
food-stamp fraud and housing abuses that have 
plagued quake victims. Federal agents Saturday 
arrested five people and seized thousands of dol­
lars in cash and food stamps in an operation sus­
pected of illegally laundering coupons that were 
supposed to have gone to poor people under an 
emergency distribution. 

Amid signs of rampant fraud, food-stamp cen­
ters at local welfare offices closed today for 24 , 
hours in an effort to tighten up screening pro­
cedures. More than 50,000 people, many hungry 
and homeless, stood for hours outside county 
govemment offices last week in scenes reminis­
cent of the bread lines of the Depression. 

On the political front, the harmony that 
marked the initial response to the quake emer­
gency has turned to bickering. 

State Insurance Commissioner John Gara-
mendi. who announced his candidacy Saturday 
for the Democratic nomination for governor, was 
quoted in newspaper interviews as accusing Wil­
son of "Vimping out" for failing to ask for a lax 
increase to help rebuild quake-damaged areas. 

Garamendl said that instead of asking the fed­
eral government to foot the entire bill, Califor-
nians should sacrifice by temporarily paying 
higher sales and gasoline taxes. 

AU across the region's fractured freeway sys­
tem, engineers worked to open detours to cut 
down on the nightmarish commutes faced by mo­
torists since the quake. 

With the number of quake refugees dropping 
to about SOO overnight in six tent cities. National 
Guard troops were making plans to begin closing 
some of the encampments. The number of peo­
ple still living in Red Cross shelters fell to fewer 
than 5,000. 
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Rene Zelaya peeke into his famlly'e tent m Uoa Angelea as hh father Rene. "" l^ j '^e^SLy' ' ' 
SrSund^Jhe 2̂ ^̂ ^ mowed to the tent efter theira£artment w a ^ hthio^rthquake jan. 17. _ 

5f£ 

9V 



Jan 31 '94 9:15 P. 02 

DETROIT FREE PRESS 

QUAKE SHAKEDOWN 
A hand is okay, but high-risk areas mustpay more 

B y most accounts, the Federal 
Emergeney Management Agea-

lias managed the relief enart 
ni the Califomia earthqud̂  far 

better than it made its initial response to 
Hurricane Andrew in 1992. 

FEMA seems better organteed to get 
reKef to die people who need it, and the 
CUnton admhistratioa came out of its chairs 
to see that the flow of relief and money to 
southem CaUfomia was smooth and fast. 
That's wonderful, and we can empathize 
both wth the gratitude those whose fivt» 
have been disrupted and witli the impa­
tience of some who have had to ̂ 'ait in liiie 
despite FEMA's best efforts. 

It would be unfair to eipect a region or 
set people TO deal with a disaster of .tuch 
proportions Ijy themsehrcs. These events 
—a killer hurricane, a 50(y-year fkxid of the 
Upper Mississippi, a rmx earthquake — 
are targer than Bfe. But if 6.6 on the Riditer 
scale is unfair to California, $6.6 billion in 
federal mon '̂from outside what passes for 
budget disd;^ in )Vashington is unfair to 
ta»aym everywhere. 

If you choose to five over an earthquake 
fault, or crowded closer to the coast than 
may be prudent in hurricane season, or on 
the 500-year floodplain, shouldn't you be 
encouraged oc even required to provide for 
the possibility that the disaster you have 
courted actiMlly might occur? 

Should you always be encouraged to 
believe dvit your fellow citizens across tlie 
country will boil you out if tlie ultimate 
disaster hapixns? Is it right for the feder«l 
govemment to get increasingly efficient at 
delivering aid that surely lias tlie effect of 

convincing you that high-priced disaster 
insurance isn't something you need? 

In the wake of this series of disa.sters, 
such questkms are asked with increasing 
uigenqr and more compelling logic. When 
you hear about how much more disastrous 
theReilly Big One could be in Qillfomia, or 
howkwsy code enforcement was in Florida 
ifl the path of Hurricane Andrew, you figure 
there must be a better way. 

Those concems have led to new atten-
tkin to what has been called tlie Natural 
Disaster Protection Act That measure 
woidd emphasize preventicm or mitigation 
strategies, encourage the use of disaster 
insurance, and protect the national treasury 
from the commitment to making everyone' 
whole. People in earthquake arens would 
pay a bit more for insurance, so that there is 
a pod to pay bsses, rather than relyiiig on 
FEMA, the'president and Congress. 

Califomia is one big subsidy in many 
jvays — water pirated and rerouted, hill­
sides built up in ways that flagrantly defy 
Mother Nature, cheeky indifference to the 
near-certainty of earthquake damage soon­
er or later. Why should the country me-
chaidcally go on providing the ultimate 
subsidy of open^ed disaster rdief. there 
or anywhere else? 

The country needs a better formula that 
pays for meeting a disaster before it hap­
pens and asks people who knowingly choose 
to take risks lo recognize they must pay a 
price up front. There has to be a better way 
than asking FEMA to do a qukrker job of 
organizing the lifeboat detail in areas where i 
disaster is so Uiorouglijy {ffedictable.. ._. . 

NewsExPRESS, 
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Disaster planning a must for people with disability 
H I S lecaM eerthquato that hft Los 
Angelas was scary, twi only caus«d 
my patio door to sfide open and 
one book to tunUe (rom a shelf . I 
fflig^t have gone tiaok to. deep, 
except the phone kepi ringing. 

We taarned ihet only 30jntes noith 
•lost people nBte eiyleocing ler-
rar and a leel mesBi. • not dowaste-
Ikm and taga(^. I feel giAy not 
ny worU's stB hiptoca. WMithe 
exiBie ol the damage, ft's beginning 
» a M in u«l iTaS a^•uiw a 
welcB-up ca i I pay attamion «OL 

in my file on (SsastBT praparadness, 
nmvs oips Anom a IMvwsity of 
Souihent Calif omia study reported 
tfiat eailtiuM|j> planiwKi and drifc 
olteiffnffmnciurie the needb of ttie 
ektofly and iSsabied population. 

IhB sluito VMS done n 1988 ailar 
the San nranoisoo earttiquaks, and 
snoMMo oBaoieo nonrauais 
wan oMf^ confidant others would 
gel to ttiant quickly. 

HowBuer. M foind eial these weie 
tha peopte rraquanlly loft to fend 
tor ttwrnsekrae long aftor Vw quake 
snded. The researchers oondiided 
fiiel. because dbebled yidheduals 
can^ nwvo dxMl as eesly duing 
andeABreneafttK;Mke. itises-
senllei fiHlttMirhomes and work-
places be eetfimuake proof. 

My Msntf David Hal. wtiose house 
is near the epioenler of the reoent 
quake; is refiiinking what he oooda 

ISianne B. f îastro 

toda A douMe amputee, Dawid's 
wheeldair becanne uaelBss when it 
was hurfed out of feadi and burlad 
under debris. Ifis girHriend nian-
aged to find liis prasfiMfic logs. 

Good tMn^ Along wMh fiw tMusa. 
hscriyrasspedeat «ys£afso _ 
iraslied by flying and laBng objects 
— eirimfing the dwiney. Whan ft 
Mfassafe. hegotoUsidetolumoff 
tite gas. HB'S staying with Mends 
and is very lhankfuL 

From now on, David feats Hia 
sleapeig in a styreely lumished 
room wnt Ms passes on end l ie 
prosBieec legs, a nveoKDnguisner, 
gas iniilor wioncti and a sievhwi 
pack next to l ie bed. H e l prabaUy 
instal a vaNe tfiat automahcaly 
timsoff gesmetevs ineadiqMahes 
and put emergency suppfies in liis 
car. 

Them is mudi we can do indmdual-
ly to propam for earthqualGas or 
other mlUQtfiSi^leiSi.'^esouroe-
ful seV-filiahce ptansandemer-
genqr supples, plus admnoe ne-
cneleient of neighbors and oowoik-
ers tor help, am vllaikeys to otr 

Here are some tips: 

• B e sura a neighbor has keys to peopto.aB wplaswlieektfiarus-
your ptaoa. I also reoomnend con- ers. Thougf) it is written for aarli-
tacting lha locaf fira station and qMakes. the advice also apples to 
letting them know your situofion. preparing for ottier disasters. 

• If you use fle-support equ^KBent 
suchasa respiraaor, Udneydalysis 
machine or other mMICal dmnUft.' 
uaeiy oomparws wai asi ana map 
yaw location tosse during emer­
gencies. CaRlwoustomeriBlalions 
officeof your utaty for an 
apfiBrBlion. 

• Get yotv own back-up power 
souroa if you can afford iL The 
same appfies to cfedric wAieelchair 
users, or thay slioted have on fnnd 
extra bafnrias or a manual 
wtieelctiair. 

• Rec^jestpubficafion Egt^-TS 
twMn the Federal EewmencyMy-
aoemeoClBiaacwJ.0. Box 70874. 

T feW^ooDd20024 ; eefapliuim 
(202)646-26«aL 

slialifoSa tiooks, hanging ptanfn or 
pictores and dMiea horn cup-
uOiacBraiiseeyinesanoDiooK 
esdlpalis. Secure objects and plan 
altamate escape rouies. 

• If you mIy on raedicafions, calie-
tem, passes.'hearing aid tuueiies. 
canes or other equipment, you 
shoiM hawB extras on hand, along 
with your doctor's nanw. locatton 
and lelBphone. A supply of adult 
(Sapers may be handy in case toi­
lets are oui. 

• TbeFederall 
ment Agency's booklet '1 
ness for Peopte with OisebMes" is 
an excelent planning leeouroe for 
deal, bfind and hearing impaired 

• A ^aat canvas smival backpack 
is atfalafcto from tie Betty CkMMiey 
Foundaaion far f*e(9ons wWi Bram 
Mjfv. tt has everytlwig Dui aie 
$300 cash ttiat you're supposed to 
need: tood and water (stielf 0e. fwe 
years). Iieniial blanket.'gloves, i»-
<fio and flst&lifight wHi tatteries, 
wliiste. first aM fc». ooM pack, pen 
and pend. phis anipte room lor 
Aems such as pet food, stioes, 
metScatfons and more. 

Prices inckide shipping: one-per­
son pack at S34J95: two-person 
pockatS64.95: four-peison pack at 
$84S5. Odarironi: Betly Ctooney 
Foundalon, COS E. 27«i S L . Signal 
HUt. CA 90806; telephone: (BOO) 
934-4381. Keep it by the bed. 

Bi//^^ 
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Reinventing Disaster Insurance 
THE GOVERNMENT has two methods of 

helping vkrtuns cope with the cost of natural 
disasters, aiid to some exteiit diey conflict The 

first is to provide what have oome to be large amounts 
of aid itself, directly; the second, to set up inisurance 
systems. Insurance is often the fairer way of aDocating 
costs. The problem is getting the people at risk to 
subscribe so kmg as they have good reason to think 
the govemment will bail Ihem out aqyway. 

There are certain oosts of hurricanes, earthquakes, 
floods and the like that are plainly the government's 
to pay—restoring order, pioteding pd)]k: healA; 
provk&g temporary shdter, repairing toads. But 
mudi of the cost disasters stzike has to do not 
with these public functions but with k«s of private 
pn̂ erty—hosies, businesses, oops. The insuranoe 
approadi says the oost of testoriiag these shoukl 
generally be bonie by those at ride through premiums 
rather than by the public at large throu^ taxes—and 
the government has both flood and crop' insuranoe 
programs.' But neitfaa: functions as it sfanild, in part 
because the vulnerable groups have come to look to 
the govemment for aid instead. 

You might think a Congress tadng enormous 
spending constraints would want to dbcourage thb, 
but not so. The emergency akl goes to people in 
genuine need; the sup(d̂ nental appropriatkins tliou^ 
which it is generally given are afanost the orJy times 
membeis can safely vote to spend mcmey without 
being artidzed. At the same time the 1^ are 
powerful kxx)motives to which the adroit can often 
attach a little not-quite-emergency aid for the fdSss 
back home. Presidents find it simSarly advantageous 
to say yes, and awkward to say no. The cSntcni 
administration is already preparing to spend some 

$7.5 billion to help hanMiit and vote-rich jCalifomia 
recover from tiie earthqualo! of two wedcs ago. 

There is snne contrary pressure, however; The 
govemineht has already spent some $22 billion on 
disaster aid m the last 10 years; thaf s a huge sum. 
Insurers have beep hard hit by sme recent disasters 
and are k)oking for a broader-based system. And in 
5ome cases environmentalists would like to see cosits 
borne through insurance as well, as a disincentive to 
devekipment of wetlands, coastlines and other fragile 
areas. 

The Cafifomia earthquake has i»̂ oduoed soihe in­
terest in' Congress and the insurance industry in a 
new national disaster insurance system that would 
spread risk more broadly. In partial response to last 
yeâ s Mis&issq4)i River valley fbods, the House 
Banking Conunittee has also approved a bOl that 
wouM bar the maldng of mortgage loans on any 
flood-plain property in the country lacjdng flood insur­
ance. The bill would also deny federal fimd insurance 
to fragile oceanfront property subject to erosion.'But 
similar Î tslatkm failed in the Senate in the last 
Congress—the o{qx>sition is almost always more 
concentrated than is the support—and the measures' 
prospects are uncertain.. 

An important difference this time around could be 
the budget Congress b under tight appropriations 
caps, and conservatives have begun to argue that 
these should ap{dy to disaster funds no less than to 
other aiqut̂ Hiations. Then the price of giving disaster 
aid wouM be having less to spend for (̂ ler purposes. 
The harder it becomes to appropriate, the stronger 
the case may beoome for a sound insurance system. U 
the Clinton administiatkm and its assorted critics in 
Congress really want to reinvent govemment, maybe 
this is another place to start. 
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200,000 request aid after quake 
LOS ANGEUBS (Reuters)—More 

than 200,000 victims have flooded 
relief offices with requests for aid, 
nuking the Los Angeles earthquake 
all but certain to surpass Hurricane 
Andrew as the nation's costliest nat­
ural disaster, officials said yesterday. 

As Los Angeles struggled to re­
cover, the Federal Emergency Man­
agement Agency reported it had re­
ceived more aid applications in the 
first two weeks since the quake 
struck than in the first six months 
after Andrew'̂  onslaught 

Tbo latest figures provided fur­
ther evidence of whiat Califomia 
Gov. Pete Wilson had already pre­
dicted — that total damages from 
the devastating quake would top the 
$30 billion in losses South Florida 
sustained in 1992. 

Until now, federal officials had 
t>een reluctant to corroborate the 

governor̂  estimate, but with aid re­
quests fkiwing in at a rate of 20,000 
a day and damage reports mounting, 
they finally weighed in with an as­
sessment 

President Clinton has asked Con­
gress to rush $6.6 billion in disaater 
aid to Southem Califomia, but state 
officials say it will barely scratch 
the surface of the areat rebuilding 
needs. 

The magnitude-ti.6 quake tliat 
rocked Los Angeles before dawn 
Jan. 17 IcOled £0 people, injured 
8,000, collapsed freeways and de­
stroyed more than 14,000 houses and 
apartments. At least 25,000 people 
were left homeless. 

A series of aftershocks — one 
measuring 5.0 .— rumbled through 
the area early Saturday, buckling al­
ready weakened structures and 
sending some nervous residents 

scrambling back to shelters. 
Federal agents Saturday arrested 

10 persons and seized thousands of 
dollars in cash and food stamps in an 
operation suspected of illegally 
laundering coupons that were sup­
posed to have gone 'to poor people 
under an emergency distribution. 

More than 50,000 people — many 
hungry and homeless — stood fbr 
hours outside county govemment of­
fices last week in scenes reminis­
cent of the bread lines of the Great 
Depression. 

As authorities investigated hun­
dreds of complaints of price goug­
ing, consumer activists fanned out to 
confront merchants accused of 
cheating residents. 

They were demanding that 
storeowners sign agreements 
pledging to charge customers fairly 
or else face boycotts. 
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Peiia's Local-Politics Skills 
Evident in Quake Cleanup 

ByDonFhiUiBi 

LOS ANGELBS-Biek In 'WiaMngtbn. 
TwtpertitiiBO Secnrtî iy Felierke Peai bu 

Bverr̂ Uy tcan edinfortable ylth the cum-
rt̂ me prdcê ei of tbi federal Ibr̂ rn-

iDeat. He openly chafei at the time it'tikti to 
get anythlfli done. 

One d the' Uat Cabinet fflemben to be 
ptcMd, Pena wis never i "friend ot Bill* lil̂  
lapor.Seeietirv Robert B. Stidi and otheri 
wlio aril eibie to !̂ iSd̂ ant cUiitoii. dn 
litleil-jpuAditi' 'InfliMotiil* UiU hie often 
nida near the bottois. 

But Feb II In bil cleiqcat here. A fermer 
mam of Denvtr iwhoM itrinithp ntejudi u 
iotî ty knowRî ie oif how locii lewuivent 
verkii PeiU hii leored polnCI &i'$6uthera 
Cilifornia with pofitieUaa fianweitatk and 
Aipublicah. 

wii labeled a Itero" at« Senate hear* 
bit 'hit Wî k. Cilifomlâ i two ienatori 
Jo&ad Jn the pralie, î th Sen. Dianne Peln-
itein (D) tailing hlffl, If 1 bad to rank you oh 
I Kale «f 1 to 10,1 would give you 110 en 
tbii diiaiter." 

The eM>two Kipuiic combo of Peai end 
î gaiiaguii Urbia Oevelopinent Secretary 
Hcniy Ciincroe, both fluent In Spinlih and 
both ifiaed en the atunp, hu left Kmc Rc-
pubfiasi wonied that tuybe there la nore 
to Ibe adalalatiatioe'e iianda (bin juat 
cteimn̂ uptjieouake, 

"Thii li your bardbali politict," uid fine 
aids lut week, Tbla It Folitkil Science 101. 
Maybe the for Cillfornta'i clectonl 
rotes ttirted... MondVi* Jan* 17« the day 
eftheviake, . _ 

liie lUlli tint illaw Peu te thrive hirt 
ee the flip ii.ie of what fhutfiUi him 1ft 

aihingtia). H<ire, he ean eat red tape, make 
qtuek Mtiiibnti and bnreiit flie rulea u he 
gbei. 

pram tbe tfterneon ef the quake when be 
.WII thê flrit.Cabinet member en the ittne, 
Pepa hli been I'iuy co the ge: otferiiig lUf • 
gtitioni, tutting red tape', approvlni major 
prcgeeti en tbe «pet, brbtjjlng fietierti togetb* 
er. 

Wlthlit 12 h«in ef tbe quike. tbe Tnni'' 
yortftion Dcpirtnieat bad approved .the flnt 
coBfraiet to elaiir iway deb.ria frpih i freeway 
Inttichingc. and e eontrecter wu' on the 
icefte wltb beâ  equlpmeftL 

Before <|««Q'o(ie hlenilng. Pena dropped 
fate the City HtU crlili center with a luggea* 
tion; B ̂ ra'iiterf will be bedced tip b ter* 
nlnil tfiffle jini, why eet ĵ ve lhe« traaalt 
edvertiaemeata to read) 

1 theugbt h wu a eeat idea,* uid Jerry 8. 
Bwter, directed of Diitrict 7 of the Ctlifornli 

2 ^ 



JAN-31-94 HON 07:28 P, 19 

Traaiportation Depirtmeftt (Ciltririi). New 
autO'bQUfid Aflgeliaoi fretting their wty 
dowhtcwh (rem nortbiide bonei face ilgni' 
trufflpc'ting rlde-aharlng aed commater b'lln 
ichedulei. 

On tht Wedneidiy ifter the quake, Pciia, 
viafwbig tha icecie ttm a hellceptcr at a de« 
•treyel fteiwiy bferchaitgc, eiprMsed eon-
aim that only part of the damige wti bohg' 
eleirad d'way. At a meeting the sext diy, hei 
aikad tocil ofOdala if ther needed more moit: 
ey or work^ to expand the Job, only to be 
tflld that he wu ahead of the engineer! HAIQ 
bad not yet detcmlftcd what needed to b« 
tomdovn. 

Patk tl Pena'a loeil popularity U bli ebul* 
Uent ĉrNtial atyle, which levenl offidila 
eotitraited With former' triupoitatton aec* 
reUry Simml X. Skinner, vlw.evetuw 
chinttfl ef tha 190 iom Prieu earjbquake. 

Skfauier eariie to help, but wu ofteii nr* 
reitnded by attenthre aldea and alwayi wore a 
pu£ PiA er^eti e eiora euygoing, inti'bu*' 
reiueratklfflige. 

According te intervlewi with atate aad dty 
politieiiaa and trahiportatlon offldili, Pena 
became wiat ibne cillad a 'Yoreeful belli* 
titor,* briflgtog. fsctbu together, getting 
tham le agree en i 'cehercDt" plan—which 
Miyer Skbard' lÛ rdin (R) aAAOUMfd lait 
wtnt-̂ te fipiir iriet̂ iyi end proihoU tnh-
ett md nd«*'i)iatiBg. and awaaping uUe fed-
«al red tape. 

Tranipettitlen ha.i tHditionally generated 
turf win b Cillfbmli, not Jutt between tigV 
way liid.iMM ttkiiilt advbutea, but between 
atate kni vui igiinciea ind wltbtn iganele*. 

*Kc Mf Wtt good It gatdag the itate, the 
city in4 the eeiinly togathar In a way thit 
eeerni alirbiit ffferden/' uid Riordui. who 
credited Pena wlib belliutlng the difficult 
p̂ ociiii of getting everyone to work togelher. 

Aa a' fom̂ r niyor, FeiU believed tbst 
Blordaaibeuldheid the tratuportatipnrceftv-
•ry ê ql̂ vcn' though ibe tire bad teeeetlv 
dbibedl. timki bid planned te lipbon bod­
ing feea firoiD Loi Abgdei hteniitlonal Air. 
pert to (bnd cttyneadi lueb u idding police. 

Op Jia. is, PiiU and Rlordin dlieuued 
xecovtry itffltegy at a private dinner, bul 
their pUn to have Rlerdaa In charge wii 
tihreateotd at • liter ffleeting when Ciltrini 
ipMttipdte be luertiflg coatrel. 

Pafia did not pretut during the meetbig, 
eoureu utU. But Inmediitely ifterwafd. he -
called Rlbrtfait iilde end Ngguled they MI 
Gov: Pete iVUaofl (R) light iway. 

"He hut uid, 'Let'i do tt BOW,' " Rioidin 
iild. 

Thay called Wllioo out of a Cabinet meet­
ing. Within I hilf hour. WiUon agreid lhat 
Kiordan ahould Icid the recovery and prom* 
iaed to ifflooth thing! over whh Caltiini. 

I 
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LAFraud 
Watch 
Heats Up 
Hundreds Of Investigators 
Track Hoiismg, Food Costs 

U)S ANGELES — Huodreds of federal 
investigator! have been eent to Lo« Angelet 
to keep deô ite from defrauitog agendei that j , 

K.lf>i«g MTthauske vfctim«. offldili laid ! 
Sunday. , ^ v ' 

The only serious problems lo far nave Dcen . 
It. ^niffgyry fond itame program. Five- , 
people were arrested Saturday tor trying to ( 
buy food stamp* from recipienta at a 
discount. _ . J I 1 

Pood itimp distribution wai luspended 
Sunday while officiBl* worked to implement • 
new three-day waiting syitem. Tbe program 
was luppoted to resume lodmy. 

The five people arrested (ur (ood itimp 
fraud, whose nimes were not released, were 
expected to be arraigned today In fedenl 
court. Authoritiei had previously uid 10 peo­
ple were arrested. 

The Department of Agnculturi will leek a 
felony charge of possession for unlawful sale 
of more than glOO In food stamps, uid Dive 
Dickson, a department inspector generil. 
The charge carries a maximum penalty of five 
years in prison and $250,000 in fines. 

Federal Investigators also have been post­
ed at sll 18 relief centeta to waldi for rtdal 
aiacrimlnation In emergency housing, said Joe I 
Shuldiner of the Department of Housmg and 
Urban Development. HUD investigators also 
vrlll ensure that landlords don't raise rents ss 
Hifiv did In Florida afterJmricane Andrew. 

"We have not aeen tnai oone-w-b.A. to . 
date, but I want to assure you lhat we are 
watching csrefuUy," he said. \ 

About 800 federal and atate inspeaocs are j 
in the field, and a new toll-free number lor . 
reporting fraud waa set upi 

In Northridge, the Red Cross opened i • 
"super center," issuing .vouchers for every- \ 
thing from food to rent. The center, housed tn , 

, a giant white tent in the parking lot of the 
• heavily damaged Northridge FasUonCentar 
i has 70 caseworkers and expects to have 120 . 

volunteers by midweek. 
To fight fraud, the Bed Cross cross-

' checked victim's addresses against s map of 
the damage lone aftd often sent inspectors to j 

i visit property. I 
Meanwhile, angered by ccimplainti lhat \ 

Isndlordi have been using the quake to evict 

icfwnts illegally and to raise rents, city offl* 
cials warned building owners that they woLid 
he dealt with harshly. 

As suthoriKcs investigated hundreds of 
complaints of price gouging, consumer acihr-
ista fanned oul to confront mercliiuits ac­
cused by residents of chesting them h the 
rush for siqiplies after ITw quake. 

The activists were demanding; that store 
owneri sign agreements to charge customers 

•j fairly or else face boycott!. People had re-
L ported paying up to $10 for I gallon of milV. 

i ln related devdepments: 
• The .Federsl Rmeraeney Management 

. ĵ ctnev fttprirted that it had rccelvcti itiore 
j sid appliratinns in the first t*o w«>eks since 

the Jan. 17 quake ihsn in the first six monihi 
after Hurricane Andrew hit South Flori<la in 
1992. 

e The last boll-water warnings were lifted, 
and city warn service restored, so many 

restaurant* served lap water for the first 
time since lhe noake. "IWe'reijust ecstatic to 
be able to operate normally trxlay," said Ju'.ie 
Scholl, manager of Bakers Square Restaurant 
A Pie Shop in Ciranada mils. 

• The population in 32 rchiRcc shelters — 
buildings snd cncunpnienls — was down to 
4,800 from a pciV of jbout M.OOO. 


