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The Washington Post 
May 11, 1994 

THE FEDERAL PAGE 

Investigating a Would-Be Inspector 

• A bump in the road to filling an inspector general's 
job. Betty Ann Soiefer, counsel to the Senate : 
Governmental Affairs Committee, is undgr 
consideration to be IG at the Federal Enî rgency 
Management Agency. 

But Sen. Charles E. Grassley (R-Iowa), in an April 
29 letter to Clinton, says the General Accounting 
Office "is investigating a matter that may involve Ms. 
Soiefer in which a whistleblower's confidentiality was 
allegedly compromised after disclosure of information 
to the Congress." 

Grassley says he's not accusing Soiefer of any 
wrongdoing, but asks that "further consideration of her 
for this position be postponed" until the matter is 
resolved. r 

Soiefer says she "didn't violate any whistleblower's 
confidentiality" and that she's "just as concerned as 
Senator Grassley.. . that the rights of 
whistleblowers not be violated." 



Deadline for Quake Aid 
Applications Extended 
•The deidline to inply for dlsailer 

ajsltunco under ibe Jin. 17 Northridge 
tarlhquako prcaldentlal d«ctvttion hat 
been extended 60 d/kya, to Juljr IS. 

Local, ft«t« and foderal ueneica ar« 
•Uil receiving moro Ui*n 1.600 anltlanM 
applkailoni dally at eaithquafca aervlea 
cenlera or by phone, aeeording lo the 
Federal Miniergcney Managoment Agen­
cy and aUtc Offlce o( Einergency Servle­
ea. 

The deadline for the U-S. Small Buii* 
ncM Adminiatratlon'a dloaater loan pro* 
gram for (ndlvlduali and buiinesaet waa 
alao extended 10 July 18. 

People nol yet regiatcred wllh KijMA 
for aultianoa may go to an carlnqualce 
vfirviee center or eafi ISOO) 462-9029. or 
(800) 462-7585 for the hearing* or 
apeech-lmpatred. • 

People already registered who have 
qiicatlona may call (800) S25-0321, or 
(800) 600-SOOS /or the hearing- or 
apnoch-Impaired. 

r 
r , 
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By VIRGINIA aUS A I 
TIMf.!! S-|Af> wkiira 

KACRAMKNTO-Hringing an. 
olhcr <losc of relief lo qnaku- weary ' 
KoMlhcrn {.'ali/omiA commulcrs, 
offlrlal* KHid Tuenday U>nl ihe • 
refonalruclioii nf iwo liiimiaie h j 
l»fW/;oa will Iw cowplciod a month •• 
early. oijaMing the heavily irnv. i 
d«-d (ti-cmy In t»iicn to Iniffic noxi ' 
wefk. 

Gov. IVic Wiliwn'a offKio con- • 
nrniM thai muihhound linon of 
Uw C!«i1(lciJ SVMi' Kiw.wuy will 
niicii fif.-*j- pniljiiMy (in Ihr nmni 
iii<: of Miiy IA riill(>w<<<l A »liiy intor 
liy I ho (jp<>nliij: of Oio norllilKJund 
lanca, which have \o wall for ihc 
rvintfv»1 of u detour hr.tavf. Ihcy 
can carry iraffle. 

"The governor feclH ihoi the I-S 
Gavin dnynn project \n a »himg 
ftxninpic or what h:ipi)eiM when 
yoii roniliiiic lop-nolch ciiRincers 
Willi jin (iiiWitiuliî i! ifimriuliir and 
Mil «wwy Iho roil tniK-," wild Soyn 
WnlKh. a WIlKMt piKJkcwuiin. 

The coiiiractor, undor an incen­
tive nyslem. will rccrivcalioniJsof 
t4.B million for comploting ihr. 
work e«rly. 

'J'lic ooonligt of UIC firrwiiv 
iciiKjvcN a lK)tllcntrli ihiil IUIH 
•flowed iruffip on the mujor norih-
south artery Into Ion Angelea since 
Ihe Norlhridgc euri^jquajje 
knocked down two fio^i-TngfT 
bridgca ai Cavin Canyon. The 
bridge deatrucUon forced xiaie 
tran.sj)orljiUon offi<iiiIj( to C(in.«trvK't 
n dfloiir from OHVIH Ciioyoo. Uvixl-
ed attoul 23 milns norlh of Down, 
town, to Ihe I-S lnlrrrhan;{« at Ihe 
Aniclopc Valley t'rccwBy. iwo 
mlleaaway. 

Coniicrlor ramps linking the iwo 
frcc.wuya al lhal ini«rchsngc also 

PltuMoec VXIDOES, AH 

Damaged 1-5 to 
Reopen Early, 
Officials Say 
were tnpplcd In the Jan, 17 quake. 
1 heir roconalnieiton ia nol ached-
uled to be eumpleied until late 
July. 

Tho carthottahc Inflicted heavy 
dumage on hlghwayi throughout 
the 1.*̂  Angelcui «rea, crippling 
acgment̂  of nol only Inieratalo 6 
bul alao the Santa Monlai Freeway 
and Ihe Slirti Valley Krocway. 

•I'he Snnlii Monica FVecway laitl 
iHoaih became the flral of ihe 
oarnuged frocwaya lo reopen to 
Irafflfi after eontrsetoni were able 
to ooinplcie rcconalnicUon of two 
ovci-pawcM at Koirfax Avenue und 
I in (.IcneKa Roulevard a record G9 
daya ahead of Kchedulo. 

On Thtirarfay, (he flral phaao of 
the work on the SinU Valley rroo-
way ovorpaaaoa at San FVmando 
MlMkm Boulevard and Bull Creek 
M expected to be completed. Traffic 
now Itdng routed over the weal-
bouitd lanea will be ahlfied lo a 
ricwly eonairuclcd bridge en the 
raadiound lanca. Tho woatbound 
laiwa will then be eloMd ao eon-
iraclora can rebuild that aeeiion of 
the freeway. 

Kederai affldala, who hav« pro­
vided almoat all the financing for 
the rchullding nf qiiake>dainagcd 
freeway*, said the xpecd wUh 

. whteh eonatructton haa been com­
pleted demonatraiei that govern-
mcni c«Q mobilize tn in tnergen* 

"Through innovativo contract­
ing, inlergovemmentul coopert-
iUm and the Aweol ond muKla of 
lUHKlrcd* of eonmnwUon workom, 
wc ro aelilhg rocordi bringing 
qiuke.damogcd highwuyi back OQ 

liner MM U.& Tranaporliitkni Sec­
retary Fedcrico Pena. 

Dear.HbIng Inlenuto 5 as the 
"commercial backbone of tho 
alnlc'i ocoikJmy." he aald the boi-
Ueneek al (Javirt Canyon ha* ham­
pered the movcmcnlof agflcgltur. 
al and maniiraclurcd products from 
California's hcartLind to Ixa An-
geJcK area porlH and market*. 

The announcement of the rc-
openliyg IH expected l«v Re mado 
Jointly today by aiaio and federal 
offielala, who had earlier bickered 

• QUAKC SAFETV 
Man reqijlrlnif gaa valvcji lhal 
iiUlomaticatly ahui off In K 
quake surfers a sclback. 113 

over who would command the 
•poiHghi when the Sanla Monica 
Freeway r«)f)encd. 

The early romplcUon of ihe 1-6 
rccon.slriK;lioji ia cxjKJClcd to re­
new erlUcIsm of the financial in-
cenUvc« given conlraelors lo com-

Eleio the work ahead of schedule.-
lach contractor has been offered « 

hnnuv lor every day construcUon Is 
complciod early; they aliso have 
been Uircaicnwl wlih a pennlly for 
every day thdr prnjc«l» are eom-
plelcd laic. 

CC. Myers Ine„ ihe eonsirucilon 
company ihai rebuilt the Santa 
Monica bridgca, earned a.nearly 
|14 ffllllkin bonua for finishing in 
IcM than three montha. 

K.I... Ywgcr tVinslriJcUon C* of 
Jdvorsldo. the eonlrarlor for the 
CavIn Canyon brJdgoa, wi/i earn a 
ll8-milllon bonu.i on lop of the 
IH.8 million il bid for eomplcUng 



the project. The bonus pay-
iDonlo—tlSO,000 for evary day. 
the prelect ia ceMplcled early-la 

.based on the ooinpany's flaluilng 
(ho roeonslracttonaO daya before a 
Jun*17dca4lioei 

lloug Aaland, Vcager's chM en« 

(Inaan said his company was able 
> eomplete (ha prejeet more 

qukUy than usual by working 
Crews around the deck, seven days 
I week. I t wu just • ki of 
woridng togotbar betvrccn all par-
tica,''haaaid. 

.Offlcials at the Califomia Do. 
partment ot Tru)«or<alkm said 
the new brtdgas havt bacn bulK lo 
muoh higher alrength than (ha 
enea (hat eellapsed In (he North-' 
ridge qiUake. 

Caltrans prcu socrotary Jim 
Drage aald they havo boon do-
algiwd to withstand a 7.1-msgnU 
tudc quaka on the San Gabriel 
rauli, which at (our miles iway la 
the fault ncannl tht bridgoa. 

While ths Gavin CaAvon bdd|ci 
ara dealgncd net to oollapaa In an 
carthquaka, Drsgo aeknowledsod 
that iMy have not been elaisiflcd 
aa Important" struoturoa. That 
deirignatlon. nsarved for bridses 
that earry emarganey traftie, 
would hava requlrad that they be 
eonatnictad ao they, would not 
auitain Any damage that could put 
them eut of aarvlca for a shoA 
parkid. 

Drago said stato enginears made 
several modifleaUons to the design 
of the bridges while Ihov were 
bdng eoniuuclod to add fcalurca 
that would enhance their ability to 
withstand carlhquakc (orcce. 

r 
r , 



P>itito»liyflol>lWiaJr.,Gafnmali»l»on-' 
AFTERMATH Malbu resident Jamei7 

Counemanche, atleft says he WBtes up everf^ 
day thankful that tlia gneen is groMring tnck,^ 
Above, a t)nckMone skeleton Is ail tiiat remains-
of a home on Rambla Vista after Ihe NovemtwC 
fue, wdich kximed 20,000 acres and 350 homesT;; 

The Are caused about $100,000 in 
damage to the home of photogra­
pher IGp Corley. He suggests ibat 
whoever is found guil^ of setting tbe 
lire "should have to work in a (medi* 
cal) bum center fOr the rest of thdr 
Uves so the/U know what they did." 

Roofer Ron Radstron says resi­
dents probably will never know who 
started tbe ire. 

"Arson is real hard to prove;" Rad­
stron says "We all know it was start­

ed by some Idiot Who, it doesnt reaC^ 
ly matter." ^ 

But it matters to Courtemanche^ 
Two of his friends died in the flrew? 
and he has seeii too many lifekm£ 
friends move away ̂ ce the smoker 
cleared. ^ 

"I guess if I^talked to (the arsonf.: 
bfS), I'd say, 'Gootf hick living with' 
It,'" he says. "Whoever they 
Hiey caused a lot of hard times; a loC 
of heartaches." ^' 
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No dues to warning system failure 
Houston Ctvorade 

TEXAS CITY — There are no 
dues for tbe failure of a system 
deaî wd to let asAfcoritiea warn resi-
dcBts aboot daagonoui iBdustrial ae-
cidenls over cable tdevisioa cfaaa-
ads. offidals said Tnesday. 

But cable workers rqpUeed tbe 
elecSroau: unit that makes the sys­
tem work, to be sore it doesnt fail 
again, aaid Gary PomoBis, area busi-
ness manager for Teias CaMevisioo 
Inc. 

He said workers found ao proUem 
with tbe onit ia place when Mayor 
CbBck Ooyle aad others tried Sunday 
to wan residenls iif aa amnrwwia 

^̂ z- Cable workers replace unit 
leak. 

"ttwaswortlne, bat weVeooti 
if it maUoBctiooed or had some sort 
of probleca thatooold oome aad go," 
Pomonts said. 

Doyle sakl Monday tbe system 
tailed when be poncbed in tbe code 
somber that allows emergency oCB-
esals to override tbe local cable 
transnugioa oo all rhanneh aad 
wara viewing cable cnstomers of an 
emeigeacy. 

Meamrbile. officials at StCTiipg 
OigmicaK Inc. site of the leak, said 
aboot 3,000 poonds of ammonia es­

caped beeaase a worker improperly 
•sed a valve ttkat conlrob hoi water 
How to an ammonia vaporizer. 

Tbe leA caused baadreds to ewae-
•ate their bomcs.~ • 

Residents notified polioe of the' 
ammonia vapots bence company 
workers did. 

More than 750 people showed Dp at 
Mainland Center Hospital's emer­
gency room within 24 bouts com-
plaining of baraiag eyes, re5j»fatory 
distress and other aibneots. 

Robert W. Roten, Sterling's chief 
operating tfSka, said ibe oompaay 

will begin taking restdentsT daims 

by Friday. 

Claims caa be lodged at Stiffle-
mire A Co. Insoraaoe Adjuaten; 1112 
6tbSL North. 

Roten said dty officials and fed­
eral Ooenpational Safety aaA Beahb 
AdministratioD representatives who 
inraminfd tbe plaat Toesday a0reed 
(hat tbe iavolved mit ooold be reaê  
tivated without danger. 

Tbe amnonnia tlut leaked was 
being used to make acrylonitrile, 
which goes into a variety, of prod­
ucts, including carpets aad'eompot-
ers. 

1 •» 
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€tlll[i}]|'j|jillfc 
tt's bddn almost two 
years since Hurricane 
Andrew terrorized 

South Dade and many homes 
are still awaiting repair. Centro 

Canipesino's Community Repair 
Program is looking for skilled and 

unskilled volunteers to help rebuild 
40 of these homes. Corporate volun­

teers are also welcome. If you can help, 
call Christine Taicott at 245-7738 from 8 

a.m. to 5 p.m. any day. j 
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MAJOR DISASTER DECLARED FOR MICfflGAN r 

WASHINGTON ~ President Clinton today declared a major disaster exists in Michigan 

as a result of damage to public property from a prolonged winter freeze that gripped the state's 

Upper and northern Lower Peninsulas starting January 10. 

James Lee Witt, director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), which 

will coordinate the federal relief effort, said the President's action makes federal funds available 

to supplement the recovery needs of affected local govemments in the counties of Charlevoix, 

Cheboygan, Chippewa, Delta, Gogobic, Houghton, Mackinac, Marquette, Ontonagon, and 

Schoolcraft. 

Under the declaration, the federal govemment will pay 75 percent of the approved costs 

for repairing or replacing damaged public facilities, with the remaining 25 percent to be 

provided by the state and affected local govemments. 

Witt, who designated the counties eligible for the assistance following the declaration, 

said federal requirements are being evaluated in other areas and additional designations may be 

made when the assessments are completed. 

Gary Pierson, of FEMA's regional office in Chicago, 111., was named by Witt to serve 

as the federal coordinating officer for the recovery. Pierson said that procedures for requesting 

assistance will be explained at local applicant briefings to be held shortly in the recovery area. 

-30-



Dist DIR 
SP AsBt-DIR_ 
SL-AD 
EX-AD 
AAD-SL-DA 
r iA ADMIN 
AAD-EX-CA 
AAIVEX-PI_ 
IG 
NP-AD 
FEMA UB. 

NEWSPAPER CUPS 
TELEVISION NEWS TRANSCRIPTS 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1993 

distributed by 
the 

Office of PubUc and Intergoyemmental Affairs 
External Affairs Directorate 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Washington, D.C. 

Provided for the exclusive use of FEMA employees; furtlier 
reproduction and distrilNition outside of FEMA is a violatioii 

of copyright. 

PLEASE SECYCLE CUPS 



ST. IDUIS rOST DISTATCH N0V2 41993 

Nation's Disaster Chief Vows Push 
For Changes In Flood Insurance 
ByPMl.Untatata 
OKhePoil-filiprtcDSttH Tl» tation'* top disaster flifieia said Wednwdw he 
winU to eveilinl tl.>«bw>afaiM«n<ie«ogram.«hKl>kft 
fewer thaa one In 10 Hood viebms protected Uus mnmt. 

•The praBnm bu got to change." said lamesLw 
Wittf factor of the Federal Ewergeney Managemcnl 
sail 

Witti Witt waa leependlag to artides m the Post-Diapajeh tr'-r^ — -
Sandiy tot doe»n.ented that the Petosl tourany Ad> "̂  J i S f S i S l S S ; 

effort tobrcak the stalemate and win passage of refenns 
wliea CoAgreas reconvenes in Janoaiy. 

Sen. Oiiiatopher S. Bi»d. R-Mo.. said he abo want* to 
break tbe ataknate. Ke vowed to "talce t leadenhip 
Dosttjon" in trjlog to strike a cooipFooibe next year. 
^TpropoaedldByfag i dadaion tin the beadJrort 
issue unta the fiavetiuoeat can map the grease MUno-
arles'of the coasat erosion smes. He said It is unfair to 
postpone tcfonns needed tn the Mdwest whiie the ooast-

nb3iiKatioo iaiW toproleet flood vietitng. tanttd eon-
stnictiool&thefloed]daroaodBavetaxdoiiarŝ teo 

^rtfsiiS'fe wants to "«xpress how eritlesi it is to pet 
wno refonos to place." He said he needs ngffi 
to authoriJe a crackdown OP mortgage lenders wbo fail to 
TeomrcinsaranoeflBhomeHinfloodplama. 

He a]80 wants "mitigation insonnce.** a type of pdtc/ 
thst would pay honeownera the cost of elevating ihelr 
botoe afttf• a Oool Federal eatlnales indicate that • 
vudnxge oHeae than f SO on every policy could provide 
raough teveooe to cover Hp to $25,000 fai elevation oosu 
for eadi affected house. , : 

Both those aaoasorea were contained ai a feul spoosorea 
bytoi3Sfxcr«y.I>W..^Thebin^ 
Mnth vfien k draw opposition beeaise it contains a 
measuie linu^ constmetion in the xUdest beachlrant 
SST&n. AlfaMe D'ABMto. R-RY.. led tiK opposltk*. 
Many of to eejistibienls live in beachfront areas. 

Witt aaid he plans to cafl on Xeny aod D Anate la an 

"We want to start again with new legisbtion as soon as 
Congress oomes into session/'be said. "We've got to get 
il dose, and we're going to go batk and make every 
effort" 

Seii. John C. Danforth. R-Mo., also said he woold 
support reforms. "I hope to be able to play a coostrueUve 
role in this area next year," he said. 

Wlu. 'meanwhile, said he wiU begin asscasing any 
changes be can make without congressional approval.. 

"We are gcnng to be reviewing evetytMng to see where 
we are and what we can do," he said. 

Witt anooimoed that be has nominated a new director 
of tbe Fedenl Intutaooe Administration. He baa asked 
Congress to cedirm Bafaie McSejMds, insuance ooia> 
raisdoner of Tennessee. McReynolds, 46 Jhaa been Ten­
nessee's top Inionnoe regulator atoce 1987. ta that tune, 
ahe baa taken on tough figbu with the atate LegSalatore. 

• Eariier this year, die blodced a measure tbst would have 
allowed iBsannee companies to raise rates without get­
ting slate peraisdoa 



New flood-relief plan set 
AgMiey would buy propeiiy 
under enhanced buyout plan. 
ByMlKEHENDRlCKS p a.^ 
AgrfeuKureWttar . f"'*'^ 

Tl.. Pr̂ .r>|i«.;yMtnawTncnt Aaepcysoon 
wiH begin pnt^ing (requenily flooded aeighbor-
hoods and eotire towns noder an enhanced bujAnt 
elaa Congress approved over the weekend, aacney 
diicctor James tee Wht said Ttoday in Kansas 
City. 

The new fleod-rdlcrpockaie would provide alioot 
SI 18 nUlioa Is frdeni funds 10 bur oijt floe^teiie 
properties, WUt said. Money win beeouM aSfiitiiUc 
as soon as aiale ilisaster Oflices act oo applicaboos 
for the dd. 

sute cmeiieoê management directon fton Mtsr 
anuci. Kaaias and Iowa met Tnesday wiib Win aad 
promtsed to act aitieUy en the requests. 

"Priority will be givea to those «ho>T suffered the 
most,** saidlvtcy Uhlmantt. the Missouri director 

Sit edier stttc otso witl shaft the IVmds. The 
aoMunt efbiqleuf money eoidd ineivsss. as the pro" 
ran is tied to the levd of other Hood aid dispeqsed. 
said Monic Goodman, director of public alTaln for 
(he federal ageaqr. 

More than 200 oammunities in the Midwest hsive 

opicsKd Iniereit In a plan that would allow todt 
viduai property owner* aod, lo some ease*, eoiire 

-axencyemeialshaveettimatedL 
The aewpiogramprovides 75 perwnt of theeost 

of buying em homeownen and busdocsse* in noodrt 
anas. Stale and loesl govemtiientt p««de *e 
rest, but tbey c«n use other fcdetal funds for (hat 
local share. 

Uod'purdused under ihe progFam would then be 
converted into parks or other osê  No Jtnwiwe* 
could be buAv an4 the area would be fneligible lor 
<liesiefaidiniheftiiure. . , « 

"It's going to save us tax dollars In the long tern, 
Witt said. 

Before Oongros changed thehiyout plu, the pro-
uvn provided only $0 pereent of rdoeatlon costs 
and would have provided about SSS miUlon m aid, 
Goodman tai4. . . . . , 

Rep. ttarold Volkmer sponsored legtslailoo chtn^ 
ing the Amdinf pcrcenuie, while R«. Ridiwd 
Clcpbaidl piopiMed the change lO tbe funding for-
mî u that beofted the money availaUe. Both are 
Missouri Demoicfiti. . . . . . -

-We hope it witt go a long way,* and l̂ ny Zens. 
Inger, ihc agenqr official who will coordinate the 
buyout program. 
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jyPlNG WriH DISASTERS 
low victims of three U5. catastrophes — the Great Flood 0̂ 93, Florida*s Hunicane Andrew and the 

_ soiiUieni California fixesare dealî  

FLOODS: For fanner, 
loss is like hole in heart 
SiehaidMce 
IJSATODAY f,^f^ 

QUWCY. BL - This is a 
HiaalHtfvlpg aacy that aeertr 
a happy coding aad only one 

eaa provide it 
I iHune Is Deiyl Deuster. 
Hê  a gules, powetfljI» 

buDtibrma'tf 99 wUhm weadir 
face and rouĉ  bands 

who oumsa hnneoa 600 acres 
of Misdssippi tĤ ***** lend — a 
pteay-sBctclk er eon fefab 

dude trees posed down 
tnrouê  tbiee generations of 
bistas^. 

Ee 0CW up thercL Vs the 
oqly bone hets ever knowî  
the en^ life be ever wonied. 
ITS a huge part of who be K 

be always flgned heU 
I It OD te one ef Us four 
itaatihe fsra ws as eter 

iteiivcrraanlngbyit 
Batnowif5gDae.Thaci 

taek tt from him last JUy, 
/avaging Us hem^ Us bams; 
ts hog abed% Ibe {dace nen 

where his coodn ih«d, 
the house up the road where 
his grandmother gave him 
cooUes. A wocU descroyed. 

He CBBlt ever get it beCk. 

•BBhent Agency. weaT pay 
film b rebuiQiSese, and he 
concedes herd.be fooCsh to try. 

Tbe faukl is 80 low H's still un­
der water. "The river woo,'he 

••like thousands of odter 
«i3ffls of the peat Mdieesi 
I or 1993; Deaaafmm 
(pronounced iXVfltir̂ ouse) 

Ms tamily are wresdmg 
this TbaalopvinB with the At-

hiOking Ibr a happy end­
ing tiiat feds a hmg way off. 

Hê  had help fhxn aO over. 
From Mends — ooe rented 

this base — end from 
1 f.Fi soraogers—he's 

callsl Qr i, 
YorkQiy.Dallai 

Tbe Deusterbauses also 
were dnsen for Project Home 
Again, ao effort by local 
chodws and die mwleaoml' 
iMtional Christian relief agen. 
cy World Vision ID assist tood 
victims. Bell grt R,000 and 
monl support from two tarn-
ilies who "adopT tbem. 

Although the noooey wont 
make mucft ot a dent in the 
$99,000 Ibat the good will eosi 
Doateihaua; tbafs not what̂  
eating at hint 

Aod no one te quite sure 
what to do about the real prob­
lem, wbkb is the bole io Daiyl 
DeasttthaiBr heait — a hole 
ifaflî so br, no amount of mon. 
ty, h ^ or "adopting can 
seemtopat̂  

Ibafs a piece of aurgety 
only he can perform. 

He aad his wÛ  Barb̂  are 
talking about buying a tew 
acres oa higher ground son^ 
where in the couttOy. Building 
a house. Giviflg up Uie farm. 

Tve got u do î * he say& 1 
cant five in the diy. <^t live 
bl tbe suburban either. It baa ID 
be the eountiy * 
. But thera!̂  no endiutem In 

his vrioe. Ibe uudi is fliat 
Daiyl Demtertiaos uMnden if 
he can live snywAere besides 
thatfann. . ' 

Tm tiyfag to be ô dmisd̂  
but weVe been here a long 
time;" be says foriomly. He 
gaaes acroas tbe rubL *At night 
after tfnner," be adds; talldng 
mosdy to himsdf, 1 used to 
bop the tractor and plow a few 
aae&... 1(11 be strange not b»-
ing able 10 do that" 

^e Just cant 0ve tt upk" his 
wilOsigha. "Daiyl% bean issdil 
onlhacfaniL" 

She hurb lor him. but^^ 
fnstiated. So la he. Tbqp're 
bodi stili la dwCk. They keep 
going throu^ picoires and vid­
eos of bow it used to kioiL 

Hicy fed oanved by their 
rented home. They worry 
about the Ud& Bret. 10, sur 
ptted Us teacher the edier 
day by scrawiinft 1 miss my 
do^ on a achod paper (three 
of thdr four minis are at ether 
hemesXTbeirUvesaieassaii-
tered as ttdr pemessioK; dia-
irtbuiad among rdadvea 

"JostgesingChrisimasoma-
menb is aSora," <be aayi. 
nve gpt to run over berê  go 
through evefydiin& i 
forth, this and ihaL ... Lord, 
what a horrible meaa." 

They're both exhausted. 
DBfytts wcvUng 19 hours a day 
softutg eut all die reikf paper, 
werii and tiyfag to keep a fana 
0>log — be has 600 bogs scat­
tered oa other farms — and 
Bart/s been running benveen 
her Job at a dodiing ance and 
shuQliog Ibe kids loschod be-
•CBuae sbe doesnt want them to 
have to transfer. 

TheyYe flgbdng. Everyooe 
knows IL She keeps hammer' 
Ing him over bil attachment to 
die faim. pushing tar a deci-
sioo. Hs temper flares.'^Sbe^ 
got all die aeswen,* be sn^ 
at one pdnt "Let her answer 
the qucsdonSk* 

-Vt a diilcttit Oitafr' says 
tbe Rev. V. L Araskr, pastor at 
the Faith Christian Center 



here, tbe Deostethaetf spimsor 
in Project Home Agaia "AH 
you can do is gjve them hope, 
dien pray iru be enoû " 

Pausing, he adds adfcrttl-
CBlly. "Maybe IsbouU have goc 
this pro0am going sooner." 

But tbatwottUntieaUy bave 
diangBd aflytUn& 

Ibe people from World Vi. 
sion fret over manen. Obadiah 
Snilh Jr. aad sieve Kln& the 
two men coordinating Project 
Home Again, leave the Deus-
terbaus booM ooe night sbak> 
big thdr beada 

-Hefs bwtnr." Smith says. 
•ISow do you replaee whether 
tostriOBg aays. Tbey-ie atiD 
ia it Tb^ SOU baweot put the 
BoodbdiiDd.* 

Ibe landlies Who adopted 
them aretft qutie sure what to 
do, eKher. This tent the sort of 
problem dior caa sdve by do. 
Ins the dishes er watching the 
ldd& Ibey sit at die Deuster 
hauaT labl̂  talking gendy, feel­
ing thd̂  way. 

1 think I can relate a Gde 
bit,* says David Braua. 3S, an 
aoeouniam who hat a faniily 
borne 10 a Tew harrieane 
when be was growing up. "nit 
we wene able to go in alter 
ward and start over. He's lost a 
peat deal more." 

Daiyl Deustettaaus appiecl-
atesthe attentioa "People car 
ingi that means a lot," be says. 
-And rm paietd oo one got 
hurt in this flood. All my 
friends and fuinî  an hedtChy. 
IbatSimpcmai. 

BeH genuinely be thankftil 
tor those thinp thislbanksgiv-
ing. But ifs not enough for that 
happy ending, not nearly, not 
yd And he knows it 

Tve got to move no," he 
ays. Tve Jut got la" But then 
he pauses and a faraway look 
Ills hb eyes. "I dont know," be 
says inatly. "Ifs just a red 
bard thing.' 
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New 
As 

Charges Are Considered 
California Fire Toll Rises 

LOS ANO ELES, Nov. » (AP) - A 
SSiyearold i lan who died ef eompUcs-' 
Uoiu of amc ke liihslsilan has Mcone 
the fourth fmaBty of die rscsai wfld. 
(ires in Sou hen CalUomia, and ofTi. 
elals say ihi y ars reviewing Uis ease 
apainsi a ra >n accused of setting the 

The vlcUr I. Alfred Waaner. died on 
Nov,«. Ths e lUK. SgL Rich Exkksen^ 
the SherilTi Departmsni said oo Prt̂  
day. was on iumonia related te smoke 
Idwlation Ih It Mr. Wagner lUfTerwI on 
Oct 27 whl e fighting flama at htf 
house In the Pasadena area. 

Komieide invsiilgaton referred uie 
case to the district attorney's efdce, 
which saw I ifl Frtdsy *at ii had not 
decided Wh ither new charges were 
warrsnied a ;ainat a tnnsiem aeciued 
ef seuiog th! flre. New charges eould 
Inchide man ilaughier. but proMCUiors 
•ent the esi« back to detectives for 
funher Invi idaatioa. said a spokes­
man for the aRiO. Mike Bccala. 

The trans! eat. Zhaoa Aadrss Huang. 
35. has plead :d net guilty is surting *A 
illegal fire, i misdemeanor. Prosecu­
tors said he Ut a campHre in the San 
Gabriel Mw nuln (QOthiUs above Aita. 
dens thai g «w into die fire that de-
suoyed moi e lhan 100 houses. They 
have said N r. Zhang, a recent imml. 
gram from i Sihia wfio •peaks.no £ag-
rish, was piBbaWy net aware of the 
danger of w ting Up a canpfire during 
fire Beaaen. 

Three od» r people died In the fires 
that raged If Souibem Califomia from 
Oct. 2710 No r. 3, aU of them In the blase 
that charts 1 18.000 acres and de* 
streyed mer: tlian 3O0 strucmres in the 
Tepanga Cai lyen area, west of Las An. 
geI(a,andNalibu. 

Ttreatl 

vegeuUon en d» sides of biirni-crtJt 
ouyons to stop ereston. 

Rain laat week hi Laguna Beach 
caused tUdcs that damaged die Irvine 
Bowl, a tnO'sest outdoor amptaidw-
sier, and more dian 30 hemes. 

•«Now that the fires are out. we are 
faced with the immediate hazards ai-
sociated with these of fires" - erosion 
aod mudslides, said Richard Andrews, 
Who was named slate ceordlnadflgoffi* 
eer of a group represendag IT total, 
sute and Federd agencies. 

Tbe latest estimate of damage from 
the fbea was SI MUlon. said Don Mitch' 
ell at the Federal Bmcrgenq̂  Manage-
ment Agency .̂ ilbe In Pasadena< 

About 8,00d'claiAS worth 1375 mil-
llon ware expectad ta be filed in (he 
MalibU'Topanga Canyon flre, die state. 
Ofnee of Emergency service said. 

sate Federal, 
have formet 
lea) vddi 
«me a preh em 

Fnmllahi 
.w and leed authorities 
a coordlnadng group to 

IB Jdslides, which have be-
beeause there is little 
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$18 Million Allowed for Repairs to Levees 
ŴASHING rON. Nov. 30 (AP) ~ The 

Ofaitaa Adm alstraUen haa annoonced 
thai it wifl 1 pend only IIS milllaii to 
repair addic leal lovaes damaged hy 
die Midwest floods. Mfsseurl iawmak 
era had seug tt 

The manej . . . » . . . . H « J a f i r s i a MW^wm, flHUUr H 

them private, aot dlglbls for repair by die Army Co ps of Enginctrs. "fie an­
nouncement vas made oo Friday fay 
the Federal b leragency Task Feree on 
Midwestern I loed Recovery. 

the ievoeiBiust protect 
Ie Infrastnieture'* snd 

™ - _ sponsor diet can put up 
U percent 4 be rcbuSdiai eocti. The 
the levee dlsu let must also be put Into 
UieCoipsofE igineen program, which 

To ^Hfy, .... 
"cridcai pub le 
have a puhUc 

eight times that much, 
epvera levees, maay ef 

requires certain engineering and main­
tenance standards. 

Three Missouri lawmakers, Repre* 
sematives Pat Danner. a Democrat, 
and Represeatailva WI Emerson and 
Senator Christopher Sl Bond, both Re­
publicans, have tried te ovorcome 
while House oppodtion to spending the 
extra money. 

biiUdly. the Clinton Adminlstraikm 
rejeetsfl the proposal because af the 
eo« and dien — In die midst of die 
North American Free Trade Agree­
ment negotiatlofts—discussed ajlocat' 
Inf up to siso millioa- Mr. Daaner 
voted against ih« poet, and Mr. Emer-
aon In favor efli. 
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Daily News Siunmary 
HXCS FLOOD FOTSMTZU FOR SOOTBZAHO 

Due to the Southem California 
Firestorms, the risk of floods 
remains high, particularly i f 
property i s located below a fire 
area. The U.S. Covemncnt's 
Hational Flood Insurance Program 
i s available through insurance 
agents or may be obtained by 
calling toll-free, 1-800-638-6620. 
Kational Flood insurance program 
(XFIP) spokesman Jack Sldridge 
spent three days in the Southland 
last week, assessing the enhanced 
danger of flooding in firestorm 
areas. Likewise, the multi-agency 
coordinating (MAC) group formed by 
the Govenior's Office of Baergeney 
Services and the Federal Eaergency 
Management Agency aet last week to 
deal with the Increased flood 
potential. 

DZBASm ASSISTAHCB SOTJSS 
COZVCZDB 

Victims of the Southem Cal i fornia 
Firestorms say now v i s i t a 
Disaster Application Center (DAC) 
or c a l l tho Taleregistration to 

—more--

CALIFORNIA FIRES 
DISASTER/RECOVERY FACT$ 
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register for local, state and federal 
assistance during Identical hours, me DACs 
and teleregistraUon lines are open Monday 
Chrouah Saturday from 9 am to 6 pm. The 
taleregistration number is x-800-462-902f (or 
for persons with a hearing or speech 
impairment the TDD nuBber to call i s 
1-800-462-7585). 

Disasnr 
AppUcation 
Canters 

1 
• emaaSpa 

4 0 6 a . « « i t a « i t a A 

136*1 FecMe Seen M^nnv 

LapaMaaaeh 
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FIRES: 
n Calif., 
\ Stic look 
OSes charm 
I Haya El Nasser 
SA TODAY 

MALIBU, Calif. — Ed Di GiuUo no Vafi% 
s al the desolate moooscape ol 

lanvd hills, dteletal trees aod lone ctaim--
•ys suiTOondlng his fireiavsiSed 10^ 
3c property. 
He stares at the homes that survived. 
The only houses that I saw standing 
ere stucco," says Di Giulio, 66, who lost 
s l7-year<o)d oedar-slded house when a 
refaall swept up his bill Ibis month. "It 

our dream home." 
But BOW that he's convinced his wife to 
jxiiid, Di Giulio knows he must set his 
Id blueprints aside and do It dilTerently: 
We're goisg to use asbestos siding and a 
eel roof," he quips. 
la another canyoti, Sandra Crawtord 
od Ron Goodman climb up an ashy 
1 1 on a bladcened 
lUsldetothesiieoflhelr 
uture dream home, 
bi^ look at a neighbor̂  
panish-style adobe 
e —a survivor of the 

that destroyed 300 
( in this seaside 
anyoo paradise — and 
Ike 
"We will protea our 

s in such a way that 
>e win never need a lire 

or flret^ter at our 
lome," vows Crawford, 
tho will build an adobe 
I with tile roof 
quipped with sprinklers. 
Throughout southem 

ralifomla, lire vlctlins 
ire leaming harsh les-

in fire survival that 
ctBingB Ibe 

andscape of some of the 
rê orî  mcEt'(3ite neigh­
borhoods — Laguna Beach, Malibu. 

A series of 28 wind-fanned wildfires 
raged through the region In .late Ociober 

ly November, destroying more 
1,100 building and causing an estir 
Sl billion io damage. In hardest-hit 

Mallbu and Laguna Beach areas alone, 
about 700 homes were destroyed. 

ItTs going to be much less rustic' pre­
dicts buUder Cuits Quillla To make a 
home fireproof, you have to take all the 
wood off the home, and you cant have a 

house burled ID hBh land-
scaplng. brush, large 
treesL TUs kind of s&iff 
you're going to see much 
lessoL" 

Nowhere will this 
home design and land­
scape revolution be more 
apparent than In Malibu, 
where many of the 
burned homes were old 
— some-built 70 years 
ago before flre codes 
even existed. 

"Houses are giring to 
be much baiaher in their 
looks... a Stucco box vs. 
a rustic charmer," Quit 
Unsays. 

Vood rooti are cot 
tile roots are in. Adobe 
or stucco replaces wood 
siding. Roof sprinklers 
are u demand. So are 
doublc-paned windows. 

And even when the natural brush returns, 
hills are likely to be kept barren or cov­
ered with fire-reslsttnt plants. 

"Workmen are cutting stumps on my en-
tire pn^erty and putting herbicide to stop 
them from coming bad̂ " Di Ghillo says. 

By Wab BfyaiH. USA TODAY 

Swimming pools — providing a reliable 
water source for firefighters — are to. 

Says architea David An>lebaum, whose 
homes grace Malibu and po^ Bel Air and 
Beverly HUls: "If I can, I'll build a pool at 
every dn^e house I build there." 

But some of these changes are tough to 
swallow for those who flot^ed to Malibu in 
search of (piabitaess and utmost privacy 
— narrow wladiiig lanes leading to wood-
sided. wood4lecked estates nesQed in lush 
brush and ftamed by blooming plants. 

"My feeling is I dont want to live in a 
concrete bomb shelter," says fihn produc­
er and director Howard Zlehm, whose 1&-
year-«ld home was destroyed. But " I dont 
want ID feel that die fiist qnrk that comes 
by is going to wipe me OUL' 

It^ a toogjh CMDpnxnise for ZiehriL 
"Our bouse was entirety cedar inside 

and oat," says 2Sehm, who is moving from 
a Malibu hotel into a mobile home on his 
bumedoui land. "Red bougainvQlea ev-
eiywhere. Krch trees. It was quite a spec­
tacular liule place." 

But charm and beauty turned to horror 
for those living off of naiTOW, snaky dirt 
roads — some with no fire bydranls. 

"You couldnt get a fire truck fai ibae." 
An>Iebaum says. "And if itcouU get in, it 
oouuntom arouno:" 

In many cf these cases, peiqile may Just 
not be able to rebuild. 

"Tbeg would sinq>ly have U> take their 
insurance money and go build their house 
somewhere else, and meyll bave a worth­
less piece <rf land," QuiUin says. 



Rebuilding boom may take a while 
Sy Haya El Nasser 
USA TODAY 

LOS ANGELES — Southem 
California's recession-racked 
construction industry wont see 
a rebuilding boom resulting 
from the fires for at least a 
year, experts say. 

The Industry uses Oakland 
Hills - where 3,200 hom£5 
were destroyed in 1991 — as a 
stark rendnder of Just how 
slow rebuOdhig can be As of 
early November, tewer than 
1.500 building permits had 

been issued and only 500 
homes rebuilt 

Only seven of the 300 home­
owners burned out of hblibu 
have applied for rAullding 
permits. Laguna Beach, whtfe 
270 homes burned down, has 
yet to receive one applicatioa. 

Some economisb estimate 
the fires will create as many as 
3.000 on«iie consmiction jobs 
and up to 6.000 related Jobs 
over the neat few yean. 

In Malibu, where many of 
the homes are 20- to 70.yeBn 
old. homeowners are scram-

bliiig to find records and plans 
buried in coun^ files. 

Many still are trying to fig­
ure out if Ihey can even re-
buiM. Some homeowners may 
nave to abandon propertf be­
cause soQ is shifting or land Is 
now conadered a floodway. 

Dee Knze of the Bonding in­
dustry Assodation says fire vic­
tims should lake their time r»-
building rather than fan prey 
to unlicensed contractors, The 
group has set up a referral hot 
Une for fire victims. 

To Bui of Laguna Beach 

should think of setting up his 
own hot line. Tbe head of FTH* 
Construction and Roofing says 
his phone hasnt snipped ring­
ing since he rec^ved world­
wide aoentian when his Span* 
ishayle mansion was captured 
in photos as the sole survivor of 
fires on his hillside. 

They call me to congrani-
late me and ask about how to 
buUd a house thaf s fiieresi» 
tant," says Bui, 42. a Hatha- of 
four. His advice: Double^e 
windows, concrete and tile roof 
because "luck alone, it's not' 
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Thankful Amid the Wreckage 

A
ALEXANDWA.MO. 

I miyof of«flood-devastated ghost town. 
Bob Davia li renurkaUy upbeat—and 
thankfiiL 

Kfl has cveiy icaion net to be this Thanksgiving 

TWi tlght-luit town of SOO in the northeast 
eoniar of Miiiourl loit a valiant undbaĝ nd-tevee 
bittla with the Mintsilppi Rivet on July 1 Ko one 
» yet able to five In Alexandrii. Although it don 
Itvc elactrlcity, tha houses are gutted and 
»«terIoggaJ floors Inside them have caved in. Only 
10 of tiw 120 homea and 62 irailen had floed 
inauranca. 
. The Federal Emwency Management Agency 
JudtvwadvliStEepeo^^ 

"We we» the lint Wt, and tha worst hit.' 
Davia Slid. Indeed, thia blue-coUar towe got i 
double whafflnqr from (he record-iettlag flood 
1993: Both the Oes Moines lUver en {ta oorthern 

- border and the Miaslisippl on the east tide buated 
tha lemictreiilar ring of levtei and drowned the 
town. 

Davie aald he believea that at leiit three 
townspeople who died at flood-tuna from heart 
attacks «ere alnply heartbroken at the lo$» and 
devaitation. It eould have beeo much worse. 

For ttree weeka. the riven ran through" 
Ataandria. Tha depth was mere than 20 feet. 
Divla knowi becauae he hu a flagpole about that 
Wi, and the flag flyiag from it waa waving 
lifldorwater for daya. 

BafofB dw !.vee breaka. AJexandrb residents 
had two choicer work night and day to aandbag and 
iight the lopaadlag flood, er take aU their 
pottceiiona eut Moat chose to flght Many were 
JicJv enough to save acrapbooka. Davfa teacuad hia 
MOO<piece pipe eoltectlen ia time, including one 
BlniCraaby smoked 

The mayor drove ow associate Dale Van Atta 
through the unlivable town ffl I can̂ luitered car 
rat DavlB It pretty much Dvbg out ef these days. 
All the heusea are a dirty brown, with flv^feot high 
fliud rings that will have to be aandblasted ofL The 
yarda and Mda are drW aiid cracked. The 
brlShteat aighta ace the green street signs. 

Aa he pointed out varloua sights in Alexandtia, 
Davla called a number of then •eemleal.' Here's a 
shed that aomehow waa lifted up Dron i yard 
several blocks away and floated to its new {ocation, 
over cho high-wire fence around the property. How 
about thoK bleacher! from the ballpark way over 
there? And ai for ̂ t red and white patio deck 
bem over there, nobody's claimed it. Nobody 
knows where it eemea from. Could be a town 
opriver." 

The mayor was atolc about the fact (hat the town 
had Kraped together fSOO.OOO over the yean and 
had just resurfaced its roads before (he flood and 
was building a new eammunity center. Davis said 
he thfflka us to 200 people won't ever come beck. 
But the malority wiO renovate and retum. 

It may not have had a grocery, acheol or traffic 
Hght before. But the town that people fondly call 
Alec had iU vehtnteer fire department. t>ra 

churches and even an abaurdly painted tavern 
ealled The Purple CoW oo the river. It waa a aafft, 
friendly town. 

And it'a a very atubbom tewnl Aa far at the 
mayor is concerned. "We're not going te give up. 
We made the town a beiutifut place before, and we 
wm again.' 

to Davis, liiUe thanks az« due 
FEMA. When the town waa la iU most dire atralta, 
FSMA was a phantom. Agency officiala said they 
eouldnt scare up any dollars for help whfle the 
town was submergad, not until they could Inspect 
SlS?*? f <«le«nine ihey had been danaged. 
TBMA ain't doing noihing for ui,' Davla charnd. 
"An we get from PEMA la pramlaes." 

But Oavia is sentimental and brought eesrly to 
teara about others. The Salvation Army has not 
only been fai town since June, but is still providing 
hat imala for the cleanup and oonstructioo crews. 
The Red Cross was pivotal when the federal" 
government couldn't get its aet together. 

Often it Is tha simplest geattires that are se 
susttlnlng. Teara weOed up In the mayor's eyea on 
Vetsrans Day when a stranger dcUvcred a new flag 
after seeing the cenditlofl of his flood-torn one. 

It flies en the miyor'a flagpole now, proud and • 
unwavering like his people. 



SAN FRANCISCO mmm Htivfim 
U.S. grants funds 
to rebuild historic 
Williams building 
Quake-torn tower 
was in danger of 
being demolished 

A last-mhuta gnniof $6i wai-
Hon from the fiedsrel govemacnt 
haa vexed ths Matok WiUiasis 
bulding At Thhd and Ifiasioa 
Btzeeta from the wndker'sbBlL 

Hie Sas Fnndsoo Bedew^ 
meot OoBunliBfant voted TViesdiy 
oigbt to accept die Fedstd B̂ lê  
gen̂  Maxuvnnent Agaaey grant 
to preserve the ea»tiiqiiBW>-dein' 
aged office bower. 

Tlie money wiU allow the agesey 
to stahilln tha nuie^ty bufldiBg, 
which has aat esqjrty etaee auatah-
ing setfaiue danage in the 1989 
Loma PrieU eaxthnieke. 

" K ^ now. a Ul • pretty dan-
genua conditieni'* eald agency 
ip>k«fB«w>i Wee WiUoogbfcy. "Ttit 
win alkw us to make k aaft." 

However, tiie aooey cannot be 
uaed to make the buQdIng hBbit> 
able. Hut. WiUoogbby aeid, will be 
the lesponaibiKty of i prtvete de* 
vdopar. Tha tower haa beao aû  
gestfld as aaila for ofiBoaa» a hotd, 

* touaing or poaaibV a Jewfah muse-

Tha paiA mat wUi alao aflow . 
tbe egeney ie per&im aeoA eeith-
quake lepebe on the seailqr Jeaae 
Straet subatatioii, aaother qoaka-
damaged hiatotle huMng. 

flavfaig the WiUiama buUdiag 
bad beoooB t cause cel̂ n aaong 
city pieeemtiooiBts who tneaure 
its RenalseaBee'Bazoqae oma-
joentetioiL 

Deaigned by celebrated eichi' 
teet Ointen Day. ft waa among the 
first of San Franeiscê  highrlaa 
builfBgs to jp> t9 aa Hie City 
rebuik after the 1906 quake. 

Redevelopncst ffH^rfafa lat 
out a demolMflD cosinê  Sparkisf 
an inteî paitaaBtal battle with 
the Board ef Permit Appetle, 
«Udi was ittOBiitBig to aave the 
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DIfiASTSK mOKXATZOH ntOM: 
Federal/fixate Coordinating Office 
245 S. Loa Robles (3rd Floor) 
Pasadena CA 9ll0i 

Media contaetsi FSKA - Alex Newton, (818) 405»7407 
8TATB - Greg Renlok, (818) 405-7408 

DZSABTER APPLICATION CSNTERB CLOSED 
FOR TBANXSOITINO DAY 

PASADENA Disaster recovery officials fron the Governor's OCriee 
of Emergency Services (OES) and the Federal Emergency Manageinent 
Agency (FEHA) reaind the public that Disaster Application Centers 
(DACs) in Arcadia, Laguna Beach and Malibu v i l l be elesed tomorrev* 
noveaiber 25thf in observance of Thanksgiving Day. 

The DACS Vi l l rsepen Friday, Noveobsr 26t)i, to assist 
individuals f families and business owners vho aay have suffered 
losses in the recent Southern California firestorms. They v i l l 
also be open Saturday. 

DACs are located at: 

Areadia Ceoununity Regional Park 
4OS S. Santa Anita Avenue 
Arcadia 

Laguna Beaeh Recreation center 
505 Forest Avenue 
Laguna Beaeh 

Pacific Coast Eighvay 
(comer ef Webb Way) 

Malibu 

Persons vho have been affected by the firestorms are 
encouraged to visit a DAC to learn about local, state and federal 
disaster assistance prograns for which they nay be eligible. 

Those vho are unable te travel to a DAC may also register for 
disaster asflistanee by calling the toll-free Teleregistratlon line: 
1-800-462-90S9 or (TDD) 1-800-462*7585 for those With Speech or 
hearing impairments. 

-more-



ThanXsgiving/ 2 

For general information on assistanoe programs or the status 
of applications, call; i-eoo-52S-032i or (TOD) i-aoo-6«o-800S. 

Hours of operation for DACs, Taleregistration and information 
lines are 9 a.m. to C p.m., Monday through Saturday. 

### 

s:\...ThanXsgv.am 
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DISASTER ZMPORKATIOV PROMt 
2!2*rV^^*i*w?'**^'*^"*^i"9 Office 243 s . Los Robles (3rd Floor) 
Pasadena CA 91101 

Media ceataetst Alex Newton (818) 405-7398 
Greg Renic)c (818) 405-7408 

PRESIDENT Of• '»;W0RM.RSLATE0 MUD AND FLOOD DAJCXQB 
ELIGIBLE FOR DISASTER ASSISTAMCE 

r«X«t«J eitgiMe indivifluaU who mffmr r « l n -

or 

I! Wser\comnon\pio\ada.&2 



HURRICANE: Many 
t'U waiting for a home 
y Deborata Sfaarp 
fSA TODAY 

HOMESTEAD, Fla. — Hid-
ig the s'ft was the only proth 
m Tuesday at a party for 7S-
ar-old CbTTlne Robens. 
RoberB* Thanlsgving pre-

ot is a nev borne — freshly 
tinted and ded with a red rll> 
ML It finished with doo^ 

and vdunleeTs 15 months 
ter Hurricane Andrew de* 
oUshed her old house and ev-
ythlQg iL 
Tm so thankful today, my 

(Is fflled with Joy," says 
e reHred tarmworker and 

known by all as "lyiotb-
Rfibem." " I dont know if IH 
low how to act when I get into 
hcNse a^ln." 
On the second Thanksgiving 
ter the storm swept south 
ide pMinty, Fla, tana-
a and othera still 
uggie to recover from 
! VSk's cosdlGst natu-
1 r ever. Andrew 
rt homes flat­
ted, a quarterinlllloa 

; displaced and 
>re 8,000 budness-
destTQyed. 
Says Homestead May* 

DeMilly. "We're 
65% along and do-

{wtiL-
A problems still 
iguing recovery, says 
iMilly: unscrupulous 
Dtractois, failed insur-
oe ipanies and a 
sriage of rental hoos-
; "Ve still have a lot of 
ople living m trailers.' 
For most, the hurri-
ne's worst is behind 
m Among the slowest 
rec r Communities such 
Goulds where more than 

lb Ot 7,000 residens live be-
w the poverty level. But 
roughout the storm's 30-mUe-
de pth, hUTTicane<TBvaged 
ildings are easy to spot 

I es freshly finisfaed 
pastel hues. Rastic taips still 
ver gaping roofs, and travel 
I — supposedly brought 

temporary housiogr 
II dot streets ttom Oitler 
dge to Florida Qty. 

"^e're scared because we 
still dont have a home, and so 
much time has passed," says 
Caodelaiia Salazar, 63, weq>-
ing softly. She Uves with six 
family membeis in a donated 
trailer on a gravel lot where 
their home once stood. 

As the smrm howled on Aug. 
24.1992, the Salazara ran fiom 
room to room of tbe house 
they'd owned for more than 20 
years. Windows exploded. The 
roof flew off. Rain pounded in. 

TUrteen of tbem huddled 
under mattresses pulled from 
beds; *^e was screaming and 
I was praying" says Santiago 
Salazar, 67, with a nod toward 
his wife of 49 years. 

A farmwoiter for a half<en' 
tury, Salazar is accustomed to 
hard work. He's picked every, 
thing from cotton to tomatoes 
and raised 14 children along 
the way. With a pan-time sala­
ry of about $12,000 a year, he 
bad little savbigs when Andrew 
hit An insurance settlement 
paid Just 125.000 for tbe home 
the storm destroyed. 

Like Corrine Roberts ~ 
whose concrete-block borne of 
46 years was insured for just 
$10,000 — the Salazan are 
among low<income residents 
helped by a non-profit agency 
called Centro Campeslno. "It 
gives us a good feeling in our 
hearts to know we're helping" 
the group's Susan Reyna says. 

Roberta home was tbe first 
the agency finished. Volunteer 
laboreis came from Alabama 
to Kfaasachosens and flnancB 
aid was assembled from banks 
to churches and synagogues. 

But mon^ and helpers have 
dwindled as hearts and minds 
bave shifted from south Dade's 
hurricane to the flres tai Cali­
fornia aod the Midwestem 
floods. Centra Campesino is 
stmg îng for S32S,000 to com­
plete 20 homes that are under 
r^air. Almost SO families are 
ahead of tbe Salazar̂  on the 
watingUst 

Says Glenn Hoffman, a Uni­
tarian oflicial who worked on 
Roberts' home: "The closest 
thing to a religious eaqserienoe 
we can have is when people 
help peofie. Mother Robert̂  
house is a symbol of what we 
as human bein^ should be do­
ing for rnie another." 

As Roberts celdmtes her 
new d i ^ two doaen Salazar 
relatives wUl gather under an 
outdoors tent Thursday. Cande-
laria Salazar wiU prepare ta-
males to go with the turkey. 
They^ ^ve thante and add a 
prayer that next year's meal 
will t>e served in a new home. 



A6 'ixBxaia^a^tia^eft^^ \ 



TV 
CUPS 

DATE 
TIME 

NETWORK 
PROGRAM 

November 24, 1993 
7:00.8:00 PM 
PBS 
The MacNell/Lehrer News Hour 

JIM LEHRER. co-anchor: 

is oi»ly part of the Vtorv Ĵ f̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  wJ?" ^hat loss 
reports. '̂ ^ '̂̂ ^ ̂ ŷ̂  P"«>l̂ c Station KCET Los Angeles 

JEFFREY KAYE reporting: 

• * • 

• • • 

on̂ ^̂ ^̂ cf̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ spent on firefighting and 

^^il^l'^'i^^i.rti^^^^^^^^ ^'^"'J ? - e a , question. We're 
tax dollars, all the overtime Vhe f iL r iJ? " w""* 
nothing of poteniial^fiXt So v« 1J * ^ » ^ P " » « t t o say 
here in theVemoti w!wSne« ' ^ * * ô t 

• * • 
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HARTFORD COURAlilT 

DATE: DEC 14. 1993 

PrQposedinsurance f̂ irtnemug 

T" ̂  Am.m fit tiu' Cold Wai 

iJS.md osô tiwd what nû ht happen In the . 

*?^r,i-ar ud WM—the huiTtane.tMt w w 

by An. Norman MlMta. I>Criif. ™« 'P»SjSJ teguSon recrtwd ita flnt oongtesaional pubUc 

"^tprtvo^tdtct.^^* a three-pronged 

"'̂ ^S^BBio make phyical funoundtop wfer 
Bijd make svat there'i eaoujh imvaBce money 
availablM r̂tbuild- ««««« 

The le^tio& would .ei)snre jmat prppery 
ownen have aflbrdahlie cowage fbr natural i«rna 
along wiih their ttandaid inauiMe coverage-

•It would Require rtatea and communmes to 
teptaaS^Sd albia hetter disaster planning 

slcane Andrew signals an -

i S S S ^ l e io«ea tibm an wjh. 

and texprove awl entotea ̂ "S'"f "gSUsan Act 

SSSSSKcodeato 'ndaJ i^ . 
• S S e S ^ ^ S S r ^ o r e a i O ^ 

JSwrt ic« wMi p™p« «°'o'*«̂ ,̂ .J?r!̂  
would eaahUah a cata^W^Aj^^^^ 

S d X i S S f W a period of y«« to IW 
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ST. LOUIS POST mm DECI 6)993 

Families Pour Out Praise 
For Flood Agencies 

Victiins:We 
Were Treated . 
With Respect 
By Thorn Qrota K)^ ' 
01 IhtPeil-Ditpitch Staff ' | 

HUNDREDS OF MILUONS of 
dollars in aid have flowed to 
flood victimajn Missouri and 

Illinois; enawmg some to resume 
rly normal lives and others to 

Iceep their heads barely above water. 
A sampling of flood familiea In this 

area found few who reported that the 
amount of aW had made tbem whole. 
But many t)raised the relief agenda 
— including the faderal flovemir'" 
and private chaiitlea — for ineir 

cjei 

i ciency. courtesy and humamty. 
"[ would say that these people 

from the veiy beginning have treated 
ut with respect," said Donna Rob­
erts, whose mobile home near Fen­
ton was invaded by the Meramec 
River in June. " I honestly don't know 
where we'd be without them,... 
Some have gone way out of their way 
to help us." 

Ray Deakal of West Alton said his 
family had benefited from aid from 
the Red Cross, tbe Salvation Anny. 
the Federal Emergency Manage­
ment Agency and PrivateHooamitur-
ance. "It'a been smooth affsiiKasiar 
TsTrBconcerned," he aaid. • 

He said FEMA had helped his fam'-; 
Uy in gettinTtinortgage on a new ^ 
home on higher around, still in east* 
em St. Charles County. 

"There'a a lot <jf red Upe, and 
•ometimes I got aggravated with it, 
but It's got to be there," Doskal said. 
" I look at it like this: I Uved in the 
flood plain, I took the risk, and you 
can't expect it tp be too easy My 
experience was a lot better than 

• tha relief agendaa have defined 
nedallaed rolea through previous di­
sasters and now operate with BtUe 
overll^ 

Firat, Tht RtdCfOM 

The first help a flood victim nor-
maUy jeea comes from the Red 
Cfoss. which specialues in immediate 
and short-term aid. 

The Red Cross sets up shelters 

and feeding centers and distributes 
cash vouchers for temporary hous­
ing, food, clothing, blankets and other 
essential fijrnishings. It also provides 
medical care, counseling, communi­
cations and assistance in guiding vic­
tims through the corifuuon of the 
first days In a disaster. 

For example, the Red Cross 
tracked down Doskal's daughter, 
Donata, 11. to deliver a package cf 
toys from a woman io New York who 
hid read about her lost doD collection 
but knew of no sddress for the girl. 

Tha Deakalt spent a few days In 
Red Cross shelters ih July, and then 
got about 11,000 in Red Cross vouch­
ers for clothing and to replace home 
furoishings. "It's not enough to re­
place what you lost, but it helps," 
Doskal sakl. 

Tbe Red Cross estimates that it 
has assisted 12,000 households af­
fected by the flood in eastern Miss­
ouri and Southem Illinois. 

Salvation Anny'« Aid ~~ 

The Salvation Amiy also provides 
short-term feeding and shelter but 
then settles in for the long haul. It 
focuses on distributing goods and 
services and coordinating volunteer 

I was baglnning to 
wondar whcthar thera 
waa anybody In thia 
worid that really, gava a 
damn . • . f f ' 

8TEPHAN ROBERTS, hailing help 
of the Salvation Army 

efforts as well as providing cash 
vouchers, 

Caseworkers stick with famiUes 
and see that they get what they need, 
whether it's cleanup supplies or a 

• holiday turkey. They watch out /or 
the funny's health and genera! wel­
fare and guide people through the 
complex array of social service agen­
cies, sometimes providing DO more 
than a sympathetic ear when the lin­
gering stress of the disaster takes its 
toll. 

For example, the Roberts family 
succeeded in getting its mobile home 
out of the water and parked on higher 
ground m August, but last week faced 
another evacuation because Jefferson 
County Inspectors found code viola­
tions in the trailer. 

The fanaily called a Salvation Army 
caseworker; Debbie Bolden. Within a 
few days, she had found someone 
who couM tie down ihe trailer ac­
cording to the county code and was 
seeking a source of money for the 
rest of the'work, 

"tt jiitt cacias like every time we 
pick oursehres up, something else 
knocks us down again," said Donna 
Roberts. "But Debbie gave us a little 
bitofhopeai<aio." 

The Salvation Army also gave the 
family vouchers fbr rent deposits and 
utility hookups and has provided 
cbthing, baby shoes and formula and 
gasoline. Soon, the Robertses will 
visit the agency's Toy Town Co pick 
out Christmas gifts for their three 
children — Eric, 7; Lance, 5, and • 
Shelby, 1, 

Three weeks before the flood, Ste-
pban Roberts, the father of the fam­
ily, was ii\|ured in a motorcycle acci­
dent that cost him his construction 
job and more than $15,000 in medical 
bUls. 

" I was beginning to wonder wheth­
er there was anybody in this world 
that really gave a damn," he said. 
"I'll tell you one thing: When I get 
back to work and get some spare 
time, I'm going to volunteer for the 



Distribution Of Flood Aid 

iinCro'MSt Louis' I $8.5ftill-i 12,000 

Food, clothing, housing 
Home repairs, furnishings 
Shelters, mobile feedings 
Personal services (mental health, nurse, sheJtar workers) 

Administrative costs 

$6.4mil.-'.' 
$3.2 mli:̂ '; 
$2.2 mil.̂ ' 
$4.3 mil._ 
$2.6 mn. ' 

amy. Midland'! ^"'^ ^ ^ ^ I ^ 10,000 

Aid to families (tood, shelter, counseling, cleanup) 
Aid to other regions 
AdministraVwe costs 
Budgeted for future relief 

$3.9 mil. . 
$1.6 mil.' 
$.5 mH. 

$8.9ma.,;J-; 

1 Cumutoti-ve to Dec. 1; excludes $172.6 mlffion spent on Small Business Adm/m$iriifdn 
tSXouris^ $83 S mfflbn tor the same h BlfnolJ. ^ ^. ^ -'^ 

vMi money from oBiert, «"< 
'Cumulative to Nov. 20. . 

Post-Dispâ i)tart 

Salvation Army — no ifs, ands or 
buta about it." . . » The Salvation Army estimates that 
It has hellied 10,000 househoWs in its 
Midland Division — Missouri aod 
Southern Illinois — or about 90 per­
cent of aU those affected by the flood. 

FEMA BrIngaCash 

Once this president has declared a 
disaster. KEMA comes on the scene 
and thenTIsOTtes oshgrants for 
repairs, reconstruction ana essential 
living costs. Uis by far the biggest • 
provider of relief dollars in Oie re­
gion, including tu coordination of 
flood-related loans under tbe Sman 
Business Administration. 

The government already has in­
jected hundreds of millions of dollars 
in Missouri and Illinois, mostly m 
SBA loans fbr homes and busmesses. 

Also. FEMA has awarded tens of 
millions in grants. So far, that money 
has come mainly under two pro­
grams: Individual and Family Grants, 
a program that has 8'J59 
households in Missouri and 7.821 In 
Illinois, and Diuster Housing Assis­

tance, which has gone to . 
househoMs in Miasoun and i9.4TS in 
Ulinois. • "̂ 'j 

Mora FEMA money U in thCpVf-
line for buying out homes in floo<j[,̂  
areas and assisting local govemr'.-
ments with infrastructure repairk.; 
. Doskal said FEMA provided. W» 
houung checks when his famil̂ >Ss 
displaced during the summer jajfi. , 
then helped arranse anSBA lM .̂to 
buy a new home. Soon, ne wflU*-
ptore the FEMA buyout progrlĵ fof 
his old home. .j-e.„vtl: 

Stephan Roberts said FEM^ m 
provided money toward the reM,(̂  
his pad in the new mobile homft park 
and for rosteriato to rep«r his Siailer. 
So far, he has used the money;tjJ 
replace lU door and windows and;tp 
paint the exterior a bright white with 
royal-blue trim. He atai ne«J»'»«iigd 
skirting and repair and replace ̂ tfit-
ing. wan panels and celjings. . 

'•The FEMA people were fine.,; ,he 
said. "They came down to McDoici-
aid's in Amold, and the place was lull 
of flood families. But in 10 minutes 
we gave them all tiie informatlOii • 
they needed and were on our way.' 
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A proposal to merge the Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources 
District and a Sarpy County farm group could result in m^or 
improvement of a levee that broke last March under pressure from a 
Platte River ice jam. 

Under the plan, the West Sarpy County Drainage District would 
merge with the NRD, which would then strengthen the district's six 
miles of dike along the Platte west of Gretna. 

"It aU would be sbnilar to the Union Dike project up at 
Valley," said Steve Oltmans, Papio-Missouri NRD general manager. 

After a costly 1978 Platte flood, the Union dramage district 
merged with the NRD, and a new Union Dike was built. It successfully 
withstood the March flooding that topped, then broke, the West Sarpy 
dike. 

Drainage district offlcials said the board is divided on the 
issue. 

"I think sometunes I'm the only one for it," said Gretna-area 
farmer Frank Cockerill, the district board chairman. 

District members, totaling about 30, are concerned they may lose 
both land and control of the district, said the vice chauman, Rich 
Jansen. Jansen said the district also is interested ui workmg with 
the Army Corps of Engmeers on a new study of the lower reaches of 
the Platte and Elkhom Rivers. 

The corps' Omaha district office said funds for such a study 
have been requested. 

The dramage district is made up of about 10,000 acres, mostly 
farmland, along the Platte bottoms. It was formed in 1909 and built 
six miles of dike along the east bank of the Platte. 

At various tunes through the 1920s, about 23 miles of ditches 
were added to drain the land. 

The district would merge with the NRD, and members of the 
drainage district would make up an advisory group on improving and 
maintainmg the dike and ditches. 



Some current members, as youths, watched the buildmg of the 
dike, and other members are descendants of fanners who built it. 

"We know it's a hard decision for them to make," said Oltmans. 
"But we think we made a good offer." 

The district would contmue to pay about what it now pays, 
$20,000 a year, to maintain the dike and ditch. 

"With a flood now, we can spend that much in a month," said 
Cockerill. 

Oltmans said the NRD would apply for disaster funds to build up 
the dike. He estimated that such a project would cost $1.5 million 
to $2 million. 

Oltmans said the district believes it can get up to 80 percent 
of the funding from emergency flood spendmg. 

"The dike itself wouldn't cost the drainage district a dune," 
Oltmans said. 

Today the dike protects more than farmland. When the Platte 
went through it early hi March, the waters began cutting a new 
channel over the farmland. 

Floodwater wiped out a U.S. Highway 6 bridge and damaged two 
others and the Burlmgton Northern raiboad tracks, Lincoln's 
city-owned water well fields and an Interstate 80 bridge. 

Both Oltmans and district officials say the State of Nebraska, 
the City of Lincoln and the railroad now should have interest in the 
dike's condition. 

"We would go to them and expect some contribution to the 
rehabilitation," said Oltmans. "But I don't think they wUl talk to 
us without a comprehensive plan." 

He agreed that the members of the district would lose control. 
"They've done some good things down there, but they wouldn't be 
calling the shots anymore." 

The levee can't be raised very much, Oltmans said, but the base 
can be widened so that "even if it is topped, it won't blow out." 
The dike blowout last March kept water running over farmland for more 
than a month. 

That is another problem for farmers, said Jansen of the drainage 
district. The NRD plan would take more farmland. 

The base of the dike now takes a 100-foot right of way, he said, 
and "they want to take it out to 200 feet." 

The Army Engineer study Jansen talks about hasn't been approved 
yet, said Ken Cooper, chief of the planning division of the Omaha 
district office. Its completion probably would be two years away, he 
said. 



The study request covers the Platte from Columbus to the 
confluence with the Missouri River between Sarpy and Cass Counties; 
parts of the Loup River, which flows mto the Platte at Columbus; and 
the Elkhom River from Norfolk to its confluence with the Platte m 
western Sarpy County - at the north end of the drainage district. 

Cooper said the study would go over areas subject to floods and 
what could be done in them. It also would consider environmental 
impact of flood control projects. 

Oltmans said the NRD would like to have a merger decision soon 
because of the existence of the $8 billion hi federal flood recovery 
funds. About $18 million is available for disaster emergency 
projects such as levee repair, he said. 

In another flood matter, the NRD is expected to attend the Sarpy 
County Board's Tuesday meeting and discuss potential buyouts of homes 
damaged by Missouri River floods south of Bellevue during the year. 

Oltmans said the NRD is seeking about $3 million from the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency to buy homes in the flood area. 
The request must be made through a county or city, he said, so Sarpy 
County would become a subgrantee. 

About a thu'd of the owners of 160 homes along the Missouri 
south of Bellevue have indicated they wish to talk about sellmg out. 
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Public health was never at risk and damage to the 

environment was muumal from the Flood of '93, accordmg to 
drhiking water, public health and farming offlcials. 

"We reaped the rewards of our investments m good drinking 
water, safe disposal of sewage and food mspection," said Mike 
Williams, who oversees communicable disease control for the St. 
Louis County Department of Health. 

Williams expected to find parasites responsible for outbreaks 
of diarrhea, or perhaps cases of waterborne Sabnonella and 
hepatitis A. 

"I spent August and September hunting for anythmg and found 
nothing," he said. "Everythmg worked _ the sewer and water and 
food inspection systems. 

The prunary skeptics of the flood's negligible health and 
environmental consequences were radio and television news 
departments that had anticipated at least minunal health 
consequences, officials said. 

"They were disappointed when I told them the health effects 
were undetectable," he added, "There was a greater danger of 
drowning or accidents." 

Michael Tinkey, president of St. Louis County Water Co., said 
one television station here canceled an mterview with him after 
Tinkey explained a flooded water hitake station on the Missouri 
River was not impacting the drinking supply one iota. 

"We had lots of problems due to the flood, but providhig 
quality drinkmg water was not one of them," Tmkey said. 

Meanwhile the Monroe County Farm Bureau in Blmois said 
farmers ah-eady were plowing some of the previously flooded 65,000 
acres in that county. 

As the metropolitan area struggles to rebuild from rushing 
water that cost billions of dollars in lost property and lost 
businesses, public health officials said they could not attribute 
any outbreaks of disease to the floodmg. 

Other illnesses that could have been health problem were 
nipped ui the bud with a comparatively inexpensive $10 to $15 
tetanus shot. 



Even hi Alton, where the Mississippi River knocked out the 
nUnois-American Water Co. and left 75,000 homes without runmng 
water, there were no reports of contamuiated drinking water. 

Tinkey also credited a heavy mvestment ui pure drinking water 
for keepuig the area's pipes runnuig. 

St. Louis County Water, a $60 million division of Continental 
Water Co., is the largest water company in the state. It serves 1.2 
million people and employs 565. 

During summer months, the water company normally uses more 
activated charcoal, the main chemical used to remove farm 
pesticides atrazine and alachor from the water, accordmg to Tmkey. 

"This year (those chemicals) really hit us before the flood," 
he said. 

When the flood actually hit, the normal range of unpurities 
removed by the water companies were greatly diluted. 

Tinkey said a more difficult problem was boating people in and 
out of its four water plant locations and repairing 100 feet of a 
42-inch water mam that washed out in Chesterfield. 

The water company filters out much of the solid residue usmg 
sand and a range of chemicals, prunarily Ume, chloruie, ferric 
sulfate and carbon. 

"We are way below all the criteria set by the EPA (the federal 
Envu-onmental Protection Agency)," he said. "We do over a 1,000 
tests a day on the water. We need to know what's in the water so we 
can take it out." 

This year's chemical bill will be about $2.5 million, up from 
$2.1 million m 1992. The higher costs come partially from price 
mcreases and partially from pumpmg a larger volume of water this 
year, Tinkey said _ not from flooding. 

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources allowed water 
' trapped behmd levees to be pumped mto the mam rivers, said John 

Ford, an envu-onmental specialist with the water pollution program 
for the DNR. That increased the amount of chemical runoff from 
farms, but water volumes were so high the chemicals were diluted. 

"The EPA looked at 33 of the most common organic compounds _ 
fuel oil, benzme, PCBs _ and couldn't find anythmg," Ford said. 

The DNR collects its data from Kansas City, a federal water 
quality checkpoint on the Missouri River at Hermann, and from the 
St. Louis County Water Co. 

Currently, the EPA allows the herbicide atrazme m levels of 
three parts per billion. St. Louis County is nearly 10 tunes lower 
than that standard, and it is the only farm chemical that shows up 
in any trace amounts from the county tests. 

In selected Nebraska and Kansas watersheds, atrazine runoff is 
controUed, Ford said. In Missouri it is still voluntary. 



But there are trade-offs. Ford said. 
Atrazuie is a highly effective herbicide, he said, but it 

poses some cancer risks and brings increased costs to water 
companies treat and remove the chemical from drinking supplies. 

Tmkey said the cost of removhig atrazme is comparatively 
inexpensive. 

"I'm more annoyed about the EPA making us test for a chemical 
discharge that only comes from pineapple plantations," he said. 

Those plantations are all in California and Hawaii. Photo by 
Peter Newcomb place cutline here 



Agent Helps Keep Fire Victims 
From (jetting Burned by Builders 
• DIsastM: State investigator poses as a property owner to ferret 
out unlicensed contractors operatingln diarred areas. 

By MAIHIS CHAZANOV 
Tmes sTAvr wairaa 

Meet Agent 007. He doesnt bavs a 
Ucenae lo km. but imUoawed coo tractor* 
could find tbensdvea tai jail if he catches 
them lo the act 

Hia lalcat field of operatioDs Is Malibu. 
where tta«-a(rleken hoooeowMra are being 
romaneed by doacns of unaathorlaed work-
era aafer for deaoup aad rccoMtxiietloo 

^̂ Ttye prablcnt K'S OlcfiL & fael. coo-" 
tnctinc wttlioiit a Uecnae in a disaater aene 
la a felony, and Ihe holder of badge Na 007, 
otherwise known as Scrikn- InvcstigaUir 
Dan But. was on the job at the end of 
Caitoi Mcaa Rowl Tuesday. 

Dressed in liaard-akio boola. blue Jeans 
and a bhek leather Jacket from the Hard 
Rock Ctfe in Newport Beaeh, he was 
posing aa the owt-«rf-town owner of ah-

occon-view (araga that km. its roof tn the tires. Only 
"his ear. a dusty, state-owned compact, did nol fit Ihe 
Image. 

One pnapect declined to Uke the bait and drove 
away. Bul.with a Itute coaxing, Hitt got two unlicensed 
operaton to give him written estimales and accept 
SijOOO checks (o start the demoUtlon. 

Then came the clincher. By the way. he a^ed. are 
you licensed? 

Both claimed lo have partners whose Ueensea were 
up lo date, but that was the wrong answer. The law 
requires that all partners be Uoensed. 

"Why are you guys trying to make me look like a 
bad guy? I'm not a bad guy." said one suspect. 
Mehrded Sbahafl of Mallba "I don't believe Fve done 
anything wrong." 

"Ypulust can't do it," Hitt replied "We want you 
either eut of the business as mboeneed, or lo gel a 
license. That's the way it's gol to be" 

Httt handcuffed Ihe suvects, reed them ihe^ righU 
and handed them over to Los Angeles County sherifTs 
depvtiee waUing in an unmarked car down the street 

A simUar sting picked ig> nve vioUtors in the 
fifc-ravaged Laguna Beaeh area a few weeka aga 

"A kit of guys thbik they're jusl bustnessmen oul lo 
make a buck.Jî Uiey dooT understand thc grâ jty 

*A lot of guys think tboy'ra just 
businessmen out to make a buck, but 

they don't understand the gravity of not 
complying with the law.' 

DANHHT 

not complying with the law." said Hitt. one of Uiree 
peace officers on the staff of the Contraclors SUle 
License Board 

Unregulated contractora generally do not bother 
fcttingliabUity 'insurance or workenr* conpensatioo 
coverage, he said, and homeownen have' little recourse 
if the workers abandon Ihe job or do shoddy work. 

The agency was alerted to the situation by local 
contractors who were upset by a rash of flyers and 
newspaper advertisements offering cut-rale demoli-
tton and repair in the weeks after the firestorm lhal 
churned 350 homes in Malibu and the surrounding ar«a. 

"We eaU tbem carpetbaggers," aaid Richard N. 
Sheromi, a member of the Maltbu Assa of Oonlrac-
tors. _ 

*1 p*y tVSOO a month in liability Insurance ai}d 
woricen' oomp comes to around $2̂ 000. . . and I hate 
to ace aomeone go around and nkkel-and • dime me out 
of work and not have to pay that;" he said. 
. Upteone-thirdef theeonlractorswhoshowedupal 
coouminity meetings .bekl in Ihe weeks after the Tues 
either listed fntitkMS license numbers or did n̂ t 
bother to claim they were lieinsed. he said 

Strangely enough. Hilt and his bsekiip team of two 
civilian deputy registrars found thefnaelves bu^ 
despite Malibu's dedsioB earlier thia month to hBve;a 
Ventura company clear all the home siles that had not 
been cleaned up yel. 

'tireed is the operating, mptive," said Dennis Bishop, 
the Ucenae board's supervising deputy for Southem 
Galiiomia. Host of these guya want lo bul oq Utc 
reoonstruetkMi, too.'* 

There are about 260,000 licensed contractors statcf. 
wide and at least that many unregulated mavericl̂ , he 
said 

With eoosliucllon at a virtual halt, "you've got all 
those people out there trying lo make a-Hving thepniy 
way thcy know how," be said. 

Cbnlraeling without a Ucense is normally a misde­
meanor, but if K bappoM in a disaster aone, vioialors 
face up to three years In prison and a fine of iq) to 
S 10.000. 



THE MUD 
ANDTHE 
FLOOD 

Topanga Faces 
Winter Chaflenge 

Bmcm9 of tAe fM of 
thoumdo of torn* ofooh ond 
dmMo Mi boMndIm ffte 
Topongo Conyom Woionhoo 
by iho Hovmmbor 2 Old 
Conyom Pko Topongo homm-
omnoro ond romldmnto ' 
mopoololff ihooo In tho OM 
Topongo mnd Fmmwood 
anma, fmco tho potoMlol for 
o&tootropMe flooding thio 
wintor, 

Tho tfme to act lo now, ooyo 
Topongo/lMO VIrgonoo 
Moooureo Conoopfotlon DIo-
trlet conoohont Mool Dogn.., 

ByBsslDaglc 

FBBVBimON MBASUBBS 

First, it win bs crudal w fcecf wKuhMtbs 

Idadiio bs SIM ibsy da DDI bseeme dcBid 
with dsbih. . 

b MOBS •madsaî  dnins csa be pmsRsd 
by taufldlsg a isistbsg waB Biousa thoB M 
ksip dcbrii eut while <dU oUowlag watsr 10 
seep thfouA. Ihsss BBUSt ba hiUt with care, 
•I ttel lbs ddkctad dcbrii li • « Fit oeaM-
whan slM whM it ssa d» daaaga. Iks 
iiilglilas'i prage or driveway. 

ir VMI ass pecdoos afihs nad banmiag a 
pnbUo, ploia esU ihs sfvnpriata sgaaey 
baedUtdly. 

CalTciBS k lopsadbls ht Topsaga 
Csayea Blvd. aad Padfie CeaH Midway. 
Tbctt 34 hour sMpmsy anabsr Is 31M97« 

UCoiaty U (sspoosibtofcr OMTopiafj 
Caayea Bhd. BDd lU iUt. sMsiSL TWt i4 
b«ur eMgwy aambw is IIMSI-HBIP. 
DofiagbuaamihBW ĵoucancaUllMSI. 
4000. Aasthtf mM anabsr ia 456-9913. 
Malibul 
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Rebuilding for the disabled 
The U.S. Justice 

Department 
recently tent 

this reminder to build-
en and architects in 15 
Katet lecovering from 
natural disasters: 
Don*t forget that any 
new construction has 
to comply with tbe 
Americans with Disabilities Act. Flor 
ids, parts of which still are rebuildini 
from the ravages of " 
and later a tornado, was naturally 
among those targeted. It's a good thing. 

Florida ranks among the top Ave 
statea in complaints about noncompli­
ance with the ADA. Thai's a worrisome 
distinction — one that those who design 
buildings and enforce the permitting 
process must do more to shed. 

President Bush siened the ADA into 
law in 1990. It prohibits discrimination 
against handicapped people in employ­
ment and in access to public accommo­
dations such as hotels, restaurants, the­
aterŝ  stores, and museums. It's 
considered the most sweeping civil 
rights legislation in decades. 

Now It is up to communities not only 
to ensure compliance, but to find the 
best way of doing so. The ADA provides 
the guidelines; localities must execute 
them. No doubt court rulinas will 
expand or constrict the ADA. Tne Jus­
tice Department rightly^ is intent on 
ensuring compliance with the law's 
broad components . 

In Florida, Justice 
already has forced both 
the Clearwater Polioe 
Department and the 
Sixth Judicial Circuit 

THE ADA IS THE UW 
Trouble b, too many 

buildinffs in Florida have - . . . . _̂  
.r̂ » «<>/̂ t>i! f^ii to provide intexpretert 
yet to provide access tor hearing 

the handicapped. impaired, and the 
^ Madison County 

•̂ d>n Courthouse to make 
• modifications for wheelchair access. 

Besides goveming new construction, the 
ADA requires existing buildings to use 
all reasonable means to remove struo-
tural barriers. 

Though the Justice Department pipp-
erly considers negotiation tbe easiest 
route to compliance, it' warns that 
tougher measures are at the ready. 
Those include flnes, consent decrees, 
and litigation against businesses and 
govemments that show a pattern of dis­
crimination against the disabled. 

No disabled person who is denied 
access and accommodation should hesi­
tate to file a eofnplaint. Sueh complaints 
have propelled Florida among the states 
with the most catching up to do. Height­
ened federal and state action now could 
wipe out that sorry distinction before 
the courts are compelled to take over. 

• To file aa ADA eoraplalnt, write to 
the Public Access Section, CivU Rights 
Division, V&. Department of Jusdct, 
P.O. Box Washiagtoo. D.C 1 
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Fort Worth 

The Fort Worth District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, is 
beginning studies of flood hazard areas in Parker County. 

* The studies are being done for the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency and will be turned over to the agency by August. The purpose 
is to identify flood hazard areas for the Clear Fork of the Trinity 
River. 

Parker County will use flood-elevation data from the studies to 
carry out flood plain management objectives of the National Flood 
Insurance Program. The data will also be used to determine 
appropriate flood insurance premium rates. 

Interested people may send information about local flood hazards 
to Bill Black, Fort Worth District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
ATTN:CESWF-PL-FM, Box 17300, Fort Worth, TX., 76102-0300. 



ACCESS # DAL1379635 
HEADLINE A threat runs through it Letter tells cities to join flood plan or 

lose funds 
Byline: Chris Kelley 
Credit: Urban Affairs Writer of The Dallas Moming News 

LENGTH ESTIMATED INFORMATION UNITS: 6.9 Words: 975 
DATE 12/13/93 
SOURCE THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS (DAL) 

Edition: HOME FINAL 
Section: NEWS 
Page: 21A 
(Copyright 1993) 

The federal govemment has issued a stem warning to cities and 
counties along the Trinity River: Cooperate in helping flood 
control or face the wrath of Uncle Sara. 

In a recent letter, the district engineer of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers wamed that six cities and three counties in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area stand to lose federal funds if they don't 
join a regional plan aimed at better controlling development along 
the Trinity. 

Col. Joseph G. Graf, district enguieer for the corps' Fort Worth 
district, said last summer's Mississippi River flooding "is a 
real-life example" of the devastation that could occur if current 
development trends continue along the Trinity. 

His Nov. 24 letter comes two months after The Dallas Moming 
News reported that decades of explosive urban development and poor 
flood control maintenance have doubled the danger that a 
catastrophic flood could break the Trinity River levee systems 
protecting Dallas and Fort Worth. 

Col. Graf said cities that don't adopt the Truiity "corridor 
development certificate" process by Jan. 28 risk losing millions of 
dollars in federal aid while facmg stricter controls on new 
development. 

The six cities are Arlington, CarroUton, CoppeU, Fort Worth, 
Grand Prairie and Lewisville. The three counties are Dallas, Denton 
and Tarrant. 

The program is aimed at scmtinizing proposed development along 
the river for its flood control unpact. As an urban river, the 
Trinity essentially acts as a huge drain during storms, emptying a 
metropoUtan area consisting of 4.2 million people - the nation's 
ninth-largest. 

Since 1980, thousands of acres of once-pristine Trinity 
floodplain - land needed to soak up rain during heavy storms - have 
been turned into water-repellent concrete plains because of new 
development. 



The result: Millions of gallons of water once stored in 
floodplain areas now pour into the Truiity during storms, causing 
damaging floods in downstream cities. 

Local cities control most development through floodplain 
ordinances. But there was no regional process in place to measure 
the cumulative impact of all the new development until 1990, when 
the review process was established. 

"The flooding along the Mississippi River this year in the 
Midwest is a real-life example of the disastrous unpacts that may 
occur if a radical reduction in valley storage is allowed as a 
byproduct of development in the floodplain, includuig constmction 
of a hodgepodge of levees," Col. Graf wrote. 

Dallas stands to lose the most in the event of a so-called 
standard project flood - the worst flood likely to occur along the 
Trinity. 

Such a flood would topple levees protecting downtown Dallas, 
West Dallas and the Stemmons Freeway corridor, accordhig to corps 
projections. 

In the event of a levee failure in Dallas, about 13 square miles 
- an area eight tunes the size of White Rock Lake - could be 
swamped by severely polluted floodwaters. Such a flood would 
endanger $13.4 billion in property - one-third of the city's tax 
base. Loss of life from such a flood is unpredictable, but the toll 
would be at least m the dozens, offlcials say. 

Consequently, applying common criteria to new development along 
the Trinity through the certification process is "essential" to the 
region's future. Col. Graf said. 

He noted that even though the process has been around for three 
years, only three cities - Dallas, Irving and Farmers Branch - have 
adopted it. 

But some of the other cities and counties are moving quickly to 
adopt the review process. The Coppell City Council is scheduled to 
consider the matter Tuesday . Denton County commissioners have 
instracted theur staff to put the plan formally on their agenda. 

Other cities and counties have either been briefed by planners 
from the North Central Texas CouncU of Governments on the review 
process or have briefings scheduled for early January. The council 
is the metropolitan planning organization for the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area and coordinator for Trinity River planning. 

John Promise, director of enviroiunental resources for the 
council of governments, said the agency is convening a meeting of 
city managers from affected cities in early January to discuss the 
review process. 

CarroUton City Manager Dan Johnson said his city is supportive 
of the review process. 



"We are committed to ratify and become part of that regional 
process," he said. "There are some questions about logistics and 
mechanics, and we are concerned about some prerogatives of a 
home-mle city like CarroUton. But we want to be a good neighbor." 

Dallas County Judge Lee Jackson said county commissioners wUl 
be briefed on the process in January. 

"I do expect DaUas County wiU do our part hi any regional 
effort," he said. 

The entire region faces more stringent federal regulations on 
floodplain development unless aU cities and counties adopt the 
review process, Col. Graf said. 

However, the six cities and three counties could face additional 
adverse consequences, he said. Among them: 

• Possible loss of federal funding for future flood-control 
projects. Local governments that participate wiU be ranked higher 
for federal aid than those that don't, he said. The corps is 
spending about $10 miUion this fiscal year on flood-control 
projects in the metropolitan area, said spokesman Ron Ruffennach. 

* Stricter and more expensive controls on new developments that 
seek to build in or near the floodplain. The corps must issue 
permits for projects that result hi depositing dredged and fiU 
material in rivers and wetlands. 

Col. Graf set no deadluie ui his letter to the North Central 
Texas CouncU of Governments. 

But Jan. 28 is the deadUne set by council planners. The 
planners say they need to know by then which cities and counties 
wiU participate so they can calibrate computer models aimed at 
determining the feasibility of flood control projects now under 
study by the corps. 

The corps is conducting a massive five-year, $8 mUUon study on 
the Trinity that focuses on reducing flood risks. The study is due 
to be completed in 1995. 
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If you're buying a house in Roanoke and want to buy flood 
insurance, you can't. 

Roanoke has been suspended from the national flood insurance 
* program by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, or FEMA, which 

says that the city faUed to meet an Oct. 15 deadUne for revising 
its flood-plam regulations. 

As a result, no buUding owner in Roanoke wUl be able to 
purchase a flood insurance policy or renew an existing poUcy. 

City officials said the suspension apparently was triggered by 
a misunderstanding of the documents they have submitted to the 
federal agency to show what the city has done. 

They expect the city to be quickly reinstated once FEMA 
understands that the requested changes have been made. 

"This seems to be a case of some federal bureaucrats not 
understanding how local government works," said City Attorney 
WUbum Diblmg. 

"We have sent them everythhig they need, and we have explamed 
in detail what we have done," Dibling said. 

But Etta Suns, a community planner with FEMA, said Monday she 
has not received a certified or final copy of the city's changes. 

Under the flood-insurance program, localities are required to 
make periodic changes in flood-plain regulations to help reduce 
flood damages. 

The changes involve zoning and restrictions on development in 
the flood plain. The city has no objection to the changes, approved 
in October. 

But Suns said she has not received the final documents. 
"I received the draft documents, and they seemed OK, but I 

don't have anything final," she said. "They haven't submitted it in 
the proper format." 

John Marlles, chief of community planning for the city, said 
there have been several pieces of correspondence with Sims about 
the issue. 



"She wanted to know when the ordinance would take effect. Our 
ordinances take effect 10 days after they are passed, unless a date 
is specified," MarUes said. "She thought there should be a date in 
it." 

The suspension does not affect property owners whose flood 
msurance does not come up for renewal durmg the period whUe the 
city is suspended, Shns said. 

"We wUI reinstate theu- eUgibUity once we have an adopted 
ordinance or a certified copy," Sims said. 
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Emergency shelter wiU remain open 

* OXNARD - With the help of $43,520 m Federal Emergency 
Management Admimstration money, the Emergency Wanning Shelter at the 
National Guard Armory wUl beghi operating nightly Wednesday, 
regardless of the weather, according to the Ventura County Chapter of 
the American Red Cross. 

The shelter at 351 S, K St., operated by the Red Cross under 
contract with the county, has been operatmg only on nights when the 
temperature dipped below 40 degrees or when a 50 percent or more 
chance of ram was forecast and the temperature was below 50 degrees. 
With the extra funding, the seasonal shelter wUl be open nightly 
from 7 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. untU March 15. 

The Red Cross contracts with Tuming Point Foundation to provide 
round-trip van transportation from Ventura to the shelter. The van 
arrives at the parking lot beside the West Main Street Bridge at the 
Ventura River and at Plaza Park across from the Post Office every day 
at 6:15 p.m. 
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A Chadron contractor has been chosen to buUd the Crawford 
Conununity BuUding, which wUl replace the Crawford park pavUion, 
destroyed in a May 1991 flood. 

The buUding is expected to cost $246,000. 
Mayor Robert Scoggan said constmction wUl begin as soon as 

final federal approval is received on the city's contract with FuUer 
Constmction. 

* The Federal Emergency Management Agency is funding 75 percent of 
the project, with the city paying the rest, Scoggan said. 
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OhostTowns: 
Comniumties Fight For Life 
inaretfiUtoinan .̂ : - — ByUafgaretCillerinan 

OfHwMit^lipilBhSlaH 

MARIAN Bartholomew's 
pilwdoraaij—BTamahz 

. with • double Iccyboard^ 
Hes adent now, froiefl in mud and 
<now. its pedals covered -vdth 
lades. 

Afcwfeet away, a itack rfwJiite 
cmi ashes leans afainst a cottoo-
wood tree. A iwnor sirattered 
on the frateq dirt Nearby, tbe 
turquoise Octer Creek gurgles on, 
obl i^ t , ctill swollen like i river. 

- This once was Nutwood, III., a 
farm coninivnity of about 100 that 
had one counter grocery and one 
main street. Today, »t'« nearly a 
Sbost town, thanks to a series of 

• events laat summer. 
Tini came the floodjjiwn a fire 

and B l]£htniog sinKTand ihena" 
l̂ mdo_— aU in two or three days. 

MMlresidentshave {ledlbFiel-
doa, about five miles northejist, or 
to other commMnltiM. For months, 
they've waited for govemment 

->iyguti»o tbey call ilart tvVStl-
inf their Uvea, 
„ Bartholomew, 71. used lo play 
oid-ume mucic" on her beloved 

organ at Chrlttmat. with her fam-
ftr catiieifd uouod ber in the solid 
ffid house wltJi knotty pine walls ' 
and ̂  falae stone front porch. 

Bat alx montha ago, Otier Creek 
i?*?*S.'J'* ̂ ^̂ S' J"'y the nllnols JUver a mile away crashed 
through Nutwood's levee, rolled 
tfV6f ihi KahTjrbeo corn aod into 
Baitholomew'a home and tha 

See TOWNS, Page a 

hnn^ of ber Ddghbars. The waters 
turned the community topiy-hirvy 
andBtile has changed since. 

The fragmenu of residents* lives 
— a television himed en iU side. 
Windows blasted out by the force of 
water, famHy photogcapba — are 
scattered along the aeek banks. 

Residents Pray For Buvout« 

, 4;WhUeafewfaiairtyaoubbopelo 
' make a new start in the new year 

back In Nutwood, ffl,inr foraier resi-
dents pray for federal buyouts. 

Richard .Mien, the Jersey County 
board chairman, says most residents 
want to be bought out to ihey enti 
resettle on higher land. 

The federal goverument "says it'a 
a alow process. Tlut's the undor-
lialement or the year." Allen says. 

To Allen's knowledge, ne one in 
Nutwood has gotten i check; many 
residenu are fiWng with relatives 
throughout Southern Illinois. 

'They're all up in the air. Every­
body is. Nobody's seen a check yet. 
Your life is a mesa." 

Allen says other residenls in town 
wirase lioines weren't so severely 
damaged also want to be bought out. 

They ivTry "ibere won't be 
•noiigh people lo support tbe water 
system and streets," Aiten says. 

"It'a pretty much desened in 
Nutwood. It's preity much gone, the 
water and winds tore the heck out of 
It. Alien says. 

*NutwoodW«ntTo Piacea* 

Each winter. Otter Creek turns 
tyiwotee. Araiost tbe white snow. It 
kwB fake • nbbon on a holiday gLft. 
This winter, there's hardly anyone 
thereto admire tt. 

Even xhaugh Marian Oarthelomew 
? J *»^eo't tot any jcderal nood money ygt. they have 
reseiiico. sometimes, they revisit 
the ruins of their eld homes, where 
trash tires rise up from tbe rubble of 
(he old neighborhood. 

"Nutwood went to pieces," said 
Mary Robinson. 48, one of the daugh­
ters. -It looks like a bomb hit i t " 

Robinson wilJ never forget the si­
rens sounding wiiea the levee broke. 
Tou felt a chill and then everyone 

leD Silent. And (hen It was chaos and 
crying. 

"This one heafus. It physically 
beat us — but not spiricuaDy. We 
love the area just the same." 

RoUnaon moved with her mother 
and her daughiet across Route 100, 
in a home nestled in a viUey in tiie 
ndling hilla that overlook the fertile 
plains. Her sisters and other Lmily 
members also moved nearby. 

"You could never pry me away 
from these Mis," Robinson aaya. 

Says her mother. Marian Bariholo-
mew: Tm still where I can look st 
the creek, but ic would cake 40 more 
foot of wutcr to get lo me" ncxc time. 
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Crop Aid Got Dusting Of Politics 
Administration Was Careful To Cultivate Votes 
By William KFrervogel 
witfLoulaJ. Rose 
CfthePoot-MapilchSlaft 
• 1983, St Louis Peit-Dlipsteli 

UST OP A SERIES 

IKE A magician pulling a rabbit Irom a 
aai, Sen. Tom Harkin of Iowa rose on 

,ur, If* • held 
aloft a decisive, llth-hour letter from Presi. 
dont Dill Clinton'si administratioa 

The letter lent administratioh support to 
an ©ttra Sl hillSon in crop disaster payments 
for Midwestern farmers. Houra of debate 

INSIDE 

' ̂ ^f-^M Cahfiress irF,, •• 
. . . - - . . . w . . . * * * . ... j . ^ ^ . 

UA 

abruptly ended; the aid passed. 
Two days later, in what appeared co be an 

unrelated event, Haridn provided a crucial 
vot£ in favor of Clinton's controversial bud-
Set blU 

The two events turned out to have an 

"nporlant link, say officials in the executive 
branch and Congress. Because Harkin's 
vote wns pivotal in the 51-50 budget vo:e 
the Iowa Democrat waa able to persuade t he 
adiumlstration to support tlic bill douhiinc 
disaster paymen̂ B. 

I'nat mcrease in "aid for Midwest farmurK 
was the most expensive of three poUfirally 
sensitive ded6lon.s by the Cliuton iidniini.!. 
traUon in 1993 thai pumped an extra SI .;> 
bulion into federal farm assisjaace — most 
of it to aid flood victims. 

The other two decisions were 
unprecedented: 



from Sen. Don­
ald W, Rfcg^jr D - M J A , and oftTr 
^Ochlsaa poBtlciana. Agricultdre 
Secretary Mike Bapy agrttd to let 

6!™!? ^f'̂ '̂ l^Jw^stef payments for 
jCRW that an harvested but are d 
poor quali^. In the past, free disaster 
gsyinents had been avaflable for 
^TMi that had been destroyed, but 
^aoprowB'oaforthequah'^, 
• Under pressure from Harkin 

jaffB^fielda Into a fiovertonent pro-
m m that promised a Jilgher govern-
anent aubaidy, . 

j Here are the itories of thbse three 
& f ^ ? ! ^ \ !?Ji*̂ <*iy those involved • pa Capitol Hill anff the 
admlnistrabon, 

Quality Paymento 

, When 1993 began, 8400 million in 
gnused disaster (unda. was available 

past disaater legidatlon. I l 
do i stay unused for Ipog. •.-'. 
Riegle and other Michigan poUU- . 

lans had already begun thejr effort 
to tap into these ftinds lo help Michi-
lan fanoera wlio J»d poor-tfOalih- , 
»"»>'ve$to In m z . Too nuicli tain 
"1 too little hest resulted in a oop 

It grew but nevet matured. 

• Riegle had tried unsuccessfulTy to 
per»uade.the Bush adtninistrAtion to 
open up the money fo quality pay. 
ments. When Clinton came into of-
fice, KOgle tried anew vrfth Espy. 

In March, Espy met In Washington 
jwth Riegle. Rep. John DiagelL U-
Mich., and other Michigan Demo­
crats. Espy pronsptly w'sî ed Michi­
gan farms and announced m early 
Aprfl that he would perraif disaster 
paymenu for poor-quality corn. 

Eap/s decision was not unfversally • 
wpugr on Capitol HHl. At a hearing; ; 
5fn;IW>T«wey.P-Neb.,remarM ' 
Aat the disaster program was often 
Jaed for poL'ticalinfluence. • / 

Soon, members of the powerful 
Texas congressional delegation wei« 
complaining th.at their farrtiers" had 
suUered a poor cotton crop. 

In niaponae, the prograni waa 
jroadened nationwide, expanded to 
f f u ^ extended hade 
to the 1990-92<rop yeara. As a re­
sult, some Midweatem fcrmers, tike • 
those m St. Charies County, were ' 
ible to ^ply for flood disaster pay­
ments and* drought disaster pay­
ments at tbe same time this "fail — 
Jlood payments for 1993 and *ouffht I 

t A spokesman for E«>y defended / 
ttedecMion, saying the Michigan S. 
pom had been almost worqileas. 
. Among the Chnton admmistra­
tion a three costly dedsiona in 1993 
this ooe was the most roundly critl-' 
awd in Washington. A veteran agri­
culture staff member on the Demo­
cratic aide of the aisle was stunned. ' 

"Fanners can always argue that a 
aop « poor quah'ty." be said. "Even 
fome congrestional people pushing 
or It were flabbergasted. They 

pioijght they would go through the 
»noBons and Espy would say no. Nw^ 
Oti barn door is open, and those cow? 
we out of the bam." 

Doubling Paymente 

Disaster paymenU are baaed on a 
implicated formula that pays farm-
»e about 42 eents.on every dollar 
they might have earned. The Buah 
i<tourastratioD cut the payment in 
alf for 1991 ajBd 1992 djsastera. 
ncludmghurricane Anjfrewand 
iurricanniiiki. ' — 

. When tbe Hood hit the Midwest 
. j^^F' ^ sdmloistratlon 

said It also planned tO use the lower 
ojmû a. Harkin and Sen. Chriatbpher 
». Bond. R.Mo.. led a bipartisan ef-
ort to return to the 42-ccnt 
jayment. • 

Sea Robert C. Byrd, D-W.Va.. the 
: wwerful chairman of the ^nateAp. 
.; ffopriations Committee, blocked the 

iartan-Bond proposal, based on the 
• idministration's position. 
=, On Aug. 4 the Senate met lo de-
'. »ate the issue, 

As the debate droned, Harkin 
tiade a senea of phone calls to admin-
strabon officiala, lobbying hard for 
iUppQit 

•' At the same time, the administra-
•• aon waa trying to shore up its sup-
, wters for the approaching vote on 8 

«r more Importont measure for the 
)reiidenl — the Clinton.budgeL 
-Hnton could not afford a single de-
ection on his bill, whicb was the 

tenterpiece of hia first eight months 
jn office. 

Sources in the executive branch 
ay admloiatration officials had to 

3J?HI!? !f'̂ '"i»̂ ''«=e of 
ni w ^ l " * ^""^ff" 5" <J«C'"d-
SfnJ^f ° » " f ^ ' ' Pl«« 0" the 
V member for Harkin 

vho aslced not to be identified, said 
ifJ^natof * f ked with top adminis-
ratioo officials and they "understood 
bat lh<gr needed his vote on the 
judgct. It acsods to r^son they 
SSS, ^ « to alienate anybody just 
)efore the budget vote.... The lei-
^ f f ^ tSrougfa right after the bsi 
M to the White House." 

B J «f support from 
tSap E, Fanetta. <Brecior of the Of-
rico of Management and Budget. 

A . ! ^ PV"«1 tbe rug from un­
der Byrd, who later complained of 
having been "whipsawed'iby the 

I 
I 



•i. 

1 
administration. 

The budget office did not respond 
to inquiries, Keith Collina, an acting 
Bssisunt aecietary at the Agriculture 
Department, said he did not koow'of 
a deal between Harkin and the admln-
Ktrauon but could not rule it out, 
Coliine suggested that the Senate 
vote was also influenced by figures 
showing that a significant number of 
urnwrs would go broke at the lower 
reimbursement rale. 

The 0/92 Program 

u.-,P^ ̂  on tte $5.7 bUhon disaster bill before Harkin and 
other senators from flood states per­
suaded Espy to give farmers another 
break. Later in August, Espy waived 
a crucial deadline to let more farmers 
put their land in a govemment pro­
gram that promised a higher pay-
ment r-the so-called 0/92 program. 

YJ: > .-1. VV. 

Bond Harkin 
The rules for figuring government 

payments to farmers are nearly Inde­
cipherable, involving such terms as 
yields, set-asides, target prices, mar-
ket pncet. eligible acres, flex acres 
dencfcncy payments. 

The govemment sets a target 
price that it will guarantee to farmers 
•who take part in the price-support 

• program by siting aside a portion of 
their land from production. Then the 
government predicts what the mar­

ket priM of the crop is likely to be. 
Tne difference between the target 

. price and the market price is the 
predicted amount of the government 
payment to the fermer It is called 
the deficiency payment. ' 
_ Most farmers get part of their defi­

ciency payment upfront to buy seed 
diemlcals and fertilittr for planting' 
They get the rest afte* marketing the 
crop. 

The 0/92 program lets farmers of 
wheat and feed grains hold their Isnd 
out of production and still gel 92 
percent of the deficiency payment 
they would have gotten for planting 
the land.-

Normally, the deadline for getting 
into the program is in July. But. at the 
urging o( Harkin and others, Espy 
delayed it to SepL 17. As that date 
approached, many Midwestem farm-
ers sloshed around their wet fields to 
decide whether to chance the harvest 

3: 

I 
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or to plow it under as the 0/92 pro-
gram required. Most farmers in SL 
^^rles County put their aaes in 

That was a good dedsion. The low 
supply of com has pushed the price 
above the market price that the gov̂  
emmenthad predicted in figuring the 
oetiaency payment Because the dif­
ference between the target price and 
oarket pnee a much less than ex-
peered, the defidency payment for 

farmeia harvesting their crop is 
muchlesa. *̂  

ergs now have to refund pan of the 
^eocy payment they got upfront, 
«ane fun communitiee hare been 
caDwg for the Agriculture Depw? 
ment toforglve thesedebts, wme-
thing It cannot do under law. 

, The cost ct allowing' the flooded 
fiinnera mto the 0/92 program will 
not be known for several months 



victims 

steady, slow return 

'^"^t t ' -at t i r t iViS? 

^fiiiSriirjss — 

1>V beck l o ^ r ^ • f t n l to 

fa- flrs v f i S ^ M l , ' ^ 

or uoBJ? iS?^J '»*v«lS 

Aad ittliTSS? 

r&MA 

•bout mSeTZS^L^?''^'^ 
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As burned-out canyon dwellers brace for winter stonns, 
firefighting officials continue to add up the cost of fighting 
October and November's firestorms - a bill that has reached an 
estimated $68 million thus far. 

While that's a hefty price tag, the final total is unlikely to 
set any records, federal, state and local officials say. 

For example, the California Department of Forestry ran up what 
may be the largest bill for any single agency - an cstunated $40 
million to fight fires that burned almost 200,000 acres m six 
counties. 

"Yeah, it's a lot, but compare it to last year: in 1992-93, we 
had emergency expenditures that totaled over $80 million because of 
the fires we had in the Redding area and in Calaveras County," said 
Kay Fagunes, CDF budget officer. 

Part of this year's overtime, equipment and other costs will be 
paid from the department's emergency suppression fund, an annual 
budget allocation that this year totals $30 million, Faganes said. 

Most firefighting agencies, mcludmg CDF, already have been 
* partially reimbursed for their costs by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency, which ultimately will pay 75 percent of what are 
referred to as "extraordinary" costs, officials said. 

Each agency became eligible for reimbursement on Oct. 26, when 
President Clinton declared a state of emergency, said FEMA spokesman 
Alex Newton. 

On Nov. 3, as an army of 6,100 firefighters fought the stiU 
out-of-control Topanga-Malibu fire, FEMA officials announced that $15 
miUion would be advanced to help pay the cost of fighting the brush 
fii'es. 

Many firefightmg officials expressed surprise at how quickly 
checks were issued by FEMA ~ in some cases within days of the 
initial application. 



"We prepared our estunate on Nov. 8, and they cut us a check on 
Nov. 12," said Clare Sletter, assistant chief for financial 
management with the Los Angeles County Fire Department. "FEMA was 
very responsive in this disaster." 

Stung by critics who blasted FEMA's response to previous 
disasters as slow and burdened with red tape, agency officials have 
made an extra effort to speed up the entire process, Newton said. 

"Everybody's saying, 'This reaUy is a new FEMA, they really are 
trying to cut red tape and get checks mto the hands of people who 
really need them,' " he said. 

Since fire agencies still are adding up their costs and FEMA 
audits have yet to be performed, exactly how much the federal 
govemment will pay and how much of the cost local agencies will have 
to absorb is unclear. 



Public-housing repairs inch forward 

BiCHAnsscuGMicr ^ > 
Hemd stairWrttor • . , 

After enduring 15 monthft of truler-
home Uving foUawing.JJurncang^^ 
Sharon Henderson wasTKrtlieU SlB n̂dftcr 
fojfdtildreti cotttf finally «Py«J»?*i? 
Iheir South Dadt public h<)«»|fJJVJJ 
mcnL No more squojong into the craMed 
beds, tiny bathroom and miniature uving 

''"-Thai fiRl night bact, I « 
•hd just sat there for atAile.'* «aid Hcnder̂  
son. whose Modclloapaitmeni ia one of the 
44 finished at the IZOmnit complex tn 
South Dade ' , . . 

But Hcndefsoo if among the lucky ones. 

"We're staying in these trailer* for two 
Chri«ni«e?safd Regina Ross, who atê ^̂  
S X l ^ childrcnlin likeg^? 
imilcf at least anolhcr inonlh. She s ftinous 
tbat her landlord—Dade County—hasn i 
ffiJd woTkby nowon the 30 lovjhws^ 
at Wayside Gardens, 
before the storm. "Ifs a shanae. All this 
money and we're still qui hcr^ 

Charsi Jackson, 52, u mjjvt^e fVA. 



lie «ot one of the 
116 units at Ihe Naranja housing 
development where she livcS 
before the hurricane is finished: 
IU deal with il because I don't 

have any choice." 
?"<if?f<J..M«ifo'$ Depart, 

ment of Housing and Urban 
Development, âs finished 
IS^'.'**.,^" .̂"^ oncthird of 
about 920 units al the wo«i-hit 
deyclopmcnis for whi<ih the 
awncy issued "emeigency" 
«P«»'««'tra«5 in October 1952. 

WiIJa Walker and her husbaad. 
Johnnie Gnflln. waited out the 
renovations to their two-bed­
room Southridee townhouse at a 
housing .developmeni for the 

we hod one liule room and a 
bedroom," said Walker. 49. "We 

imiK/t̂ iĴ '''"-̂ ''''̂ ''*̂ * 
Gfirnn's health is not very 

good, and II was rough having lo 
?* O^". î eiy tim^he wanted to go outside. 

"Now I can walk right out the 
doorinto my vard again,- uid 
CnfTin, 65. ''I doTc botSer 
nobody and nobody botheh 
mc. 

When emergency contiacts for 
$28,6 million were issued in 
October 1992. the intent to 
fbst'track (he work. It ha$a't 
worked ou lhat way. 

Slowdowns were ieauaed qy 
evetytbihg from the discgveryjiSr 

CrippHngdetoyi 
Because asbestos was found at 

two of South Dade's largest pro­
jects, which toui about 300 
units, those apartfflCDts arc not 

evetyining warn inc uiacijvKryjj** *'5irt̂ !̂ u<..-.t7ii 
asbcios 16 .ddavyjn wttihg J ^ ^ ' ^ A ^ Z ' ^ V ^ ^ ' ' ^ ' ^ ^ 

. . — L .-. "^n* 10 184 famihes by now. A 
sign posted outside the projeS* 
still reads; "Scheduled comilS 
tion January 1994.** 

No ehaoce. 
The Januaiy date is already six 

inonihs later than HUD siat^ i j 

building pennits to disputes over 
the quality of kitchen cabinets, 

fkl. .v'*'̂ ^ A"8u«t letter 
that (he iffitiey was putting plans 
inrough so many rounds of tu î.::z. '-""wi-rsMiieau 
approvals and nyections that {f^f mefgency" repair contract, 
would item the intent, of (he nJ^liF'^i^^^'^ 1«W «P. the 
gmcTjcncyJ asrwmcni has been 5??- apartmcnu should " 

FEMA Hfts frailer deadlina i 

Tki • tenants of 
about 300 units have i«tume*, 
.home. Tenants waiting for 
another. 340 apartments are still 

or other 
Housing (hey found aficr the 
storm. 
j-??Jl!S ^^^^ tenants have 

homos pulled out by Pebrvaiy 
FEMA recently liA^ that deaa: 

Bynie agrees the delays bave 
been fruitAinngbut also notes 
that many of them have been 
unavoidable, given the scale of 
tne disaster.-We tried to com­
press something (hat is vcjy dim-
cult to comprcM," be said. 
.Asbestos caused the bittest 

*»nglc problem. The subsunoe 
was used decades ago in i S 
noofS find ceilings of Utile HUD 
apanmenis. It normally wouldn't 
cause m;uor problomâ but when 

the honicane' nppe3 apart" so 
inany buildings, if also stirred up 
the asbestos, which can cause 
cancer if breathed into the lungs. 
, Removing the asbestos, found 
.'5-.iJ??''̂  every prt̂ ect. stalled 

. woric for up to SIX months. 
• iP"'?j°"i''« 30 lownhouscs 
2.7^^2L^r pâ ***"* at South. 

Opposed to be done 
Sl*5f Al̂ * A«J8«»»- By the time 
the diadiine arrived, the contrac­
tor was still waiting for a buildine 
permiL . 

a lot of time down-
there trying to push drawings 
through the bottlenecks," said. 
Richard Polemcnj, the project 
rnanaaer for Harrison Construc­
tion. Between asbestos removal 
and problems with roofing work 
done by a previous contractor. 

*'H be here as long as 
there IS a need." said Fmi 

Little HUt> Director Greg _ 

s^SfSyr-^^^""': ̂ ^̂̂^̂̂  
?uwfA'''-'^'-^?"J« backTnto-. public housing, although some-
*''S^i»'l wore the storm, * 

pitosd Willi,* back in a unit," he 

Despite Byrne's pledge (o havi: 
afl work dene by tfecnlSKbl 

"Wc want to get out of thera as 

l^^Jt^^'y at probably rcat. 
}.3',J|'i.'y«°"'et'fnc in April, hope- : 

done by the end of Japuaiy and 
" t o * will go on untU April 

Repairs to the 116 ftmiiy 

runher behind. The asbestos 
cleanup was finished just last 
fii"LH'fr^"''*^W.tf>e 
first handful of apartments wont 
^KAiy onti] the en<J of Januaiy 

piction unlil June. 
The damage at Narania was a 

^ble blow for Littte BuD"y^ 
part of an effort to upgrade Dub* 
I ' ^ ^ " 5 th'*«^<^?Dade: the 
agncy had recently finished ren­
ovating one-third of (be apart. 

out (0 overhaul tbe rest — just 
before Andrewjinick. 
vrU^iii'^'S »»«ppened at 
Moddlo, where twô hirds of the 
W apartments had undergone 
complete renovations. A t» mil-

units had been issued just before 
:? -'i'^."?".*' *ork had not 

.-additional damage. • 
• iJr??"*"?^' **«P«tea" iheprob. 

*^ home and surting over. 
Cynthia Greene and her four 

kids returned to Moody VillSi 
from Fort Lauderdale, where *h» 
moved because she cSuTdnTflnd 
housing in Dade she eouM 
anbrd. She's grateful tJUsSyS 



«i6nths, it's h,,d ^ 

"SlX^tfcestom-siil^o^ r i 
At fint I was a little shaW ^ -fl̂ fng affordable 

25 *«e scared.- c S fc'"! ;«kMnvaie. H 2 
Sll 'i"!!'' V » t h e house J^** loen. bS 
MUI looked horriiyinc. nvJ f̂ '̂ w she's coniehi to jSvuJth 

• VPs' »̂ "M«y flays 
nght after the humcane and they 
didnt start school until Decern-
b«t," she said; ' 

For Laressa Graham, it will be 
at least another month or two of 
bcmg cooped up with three 
aaive kids, tnpping over toys. 

They always ask me, 'When 
are we goina to get a house? " 
GraMm said. "When I go back it 
Will be the happiest day of my life 
and I can get my life back 

Jogcthcr." 
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Gov. Lawton Chiles wants the nation's governors to push for a 
federal catastrophe fund, which he says is needed to protect 
taxpayers from paying the price of cleaning up natural disasters. 

The issue will be one of Chiles' top two or three concerns at 
the National Governors Association meeting this month in 
Washington, spokeswoman Jo Miglino said Thursday. 

Florida had the nation's most expensive natural disaster -
Hurricane Andrew, which left $16 billion in msured losses when it 
hit the Miami area in August 1992. 

But it could have been worse, Chiles wrote last week m a 
letter to other govemors. 

"If Andrew had struck 20 miles further north, through the heart 
of Miarnj, losses easily could have exceeded $50 billion," he wrote. 

The insurance industry announced plans to cancel more than 
700,000 homeowners' policies, saying it could not absorb similar 
losses from another disaster and stay solvent. 

The state responded with a moratorium to prevent the 
cancellations and then passed reforms, includmg a state 
catastrophe fund to help insurers survive disasters such as Andrew. 

"Natural disasters are clearly not a problem unique to 
Florida," Chiles wrote. "Taking into account the potential for 
earthquakes, tornadoes, hurricanes and floods, all states have some 
level of risk." 

He cited worst-case scenarios ranging from a $26 billion 
hurricane in New Orleans to an $84 billion earthquake in San 
Francisco. 

"Clearly the insurance industry of a single state or even the 
govemment of a single state cannot provide protection for losses 
of this magnitude," Chiles wrote. "Federal taxpayers are inevitably 
called upon to bear a portion of the costs of natural disasters." 

He suggested a federal reinsurance fund as one way of 
minimizing the burden on taxpayers and urged the other govemors to 
support legislation sponsored in Congress. 



The fund would accumulate over several years and pay a fraction 
of dauns in major disasters. The idea is to avoid cripplmg 
insurers hit with big losses. 

In July 1992, a study by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency concluded the national economy and the insurance industry 
would survive a catastrophic earthquake, but damage of $40 billion 
could send some insurance companies into bankruptcy. 

The study undercut claims by some industry trade groups that an 
earthquake calamity could weaken the industry so severely lhat it 
could not sell new policies to cover homes, automobiles or 
businesses. 

Insurers have used the argument to support legislation that 
would set up a federal reinsurance ftind to cover quake losses if 
damage exceeds the industry's ability to pay policyholders, said 
Gary Johnson, head of FEMA's earthquake and natural hazards office 
in Washington. 

Insurance companies would pay premiums to the federal fund. 
The report said there was not enough information now to 

determine whether such a program is justified. 



ACCESS # POR40010324 
HEADLINE AFTERSHOCK STRIKES K-FALLS, HITS 4.2 

Byline: From staff and wire reports 
LENGTH ESTIMATED INFORMATION UNITS: 2.2 Words: 273 
DATE 01/01/94 
SOURCE PORTLAND OREGONTAN (POR) 

Edition: FOURTH 
Section: NORTHWEST 
Page: £03 
(Copyright 1994) 

An aftershock to September earthquakes nmibled through this 
Southern Oregon city Friday moming, hitting 4.2 on the Richter 
scale. No damage or injuries were reported, but the quake adds to 
pervasive insecurity. 

There have been hundreds of aftershocks since twin earthquakes 
rocked the area Sept. 20, but most have been too weak to be 
noticed. On Dec. 4, however, an earthquake that registered between 
4.9 and 5.1 on the Richter scale did light damage to some buildings 
and rattled nerves. 

"A lot of the people feel frustration," said Ed Dolan, du-ector 
of Klamath County Emergency Services. "You get over flre and 
hurricanes, but you don't get over earthquakes because thcy keep 
coining back to bite you." 

Friday's quake rattled windows and widened a few cracks. It 
occurred at 10:09 a.m. and was centered about 15 miles northwest of 
the city, the same area as the initial quake. 

"Our desks were shakmg really bad," said Chris CoUman, who 
works for a downtown answering service. "We looked across the 
street and those windows were bowing in and out." 

Even though no major damage was done by the quake, Dolau said, 
buildings would have to be reinspected to And out if they have 

* been weakened further. Inspectors for the Federal Emergency 
Management Administration are expected iu Klamath Falls next week 
lo examine damage from past quakes, and thcy also will assess any 
damage from the most recent tremor. 

The Sept. 20 quakes registered 6.0 on the Richter scale, did 
millions of dollars in damage and resulted in one death. 

The earthquakes have rattled Klamath Basin residents because 
the area has little history of noticeable seismic activity. 
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California National Guard leaders fear the Pentagon's plan to 
trim the size of the National Guard and Army Reserve could restrict 
the Guard's ability to respond to urban unrest and natural disasters 
in California. 

"We need to retam the type of force necessary to be California's 
insurance policy in case of fire, flood, earthquake and civil 
disturbances," Maj. Gen. Tandy Bozeman said. 

"Nobody knows for sure yet what the impact of (the cuts) will be, 
but we hope (the state) won't lose more than its equitable share," 
Bozeman said. "We're already programmed to lose 28 percent" m the 
Califomia Army National Guard by 1996. 

Bozeman, the Guard's top officer, and Brig. Gen. Bob Brandt, 
second-in-command, discussed their concems during an mterview at 
Guard headquarters in Sacramento. 

Although "we don't know yet what the official plan is," Bozeman 
said he suspects the Pentagon wants to move an Army Reserve aviation 
unit with more than 70 helicopters at Los Alamitos, a suburb in 
Orange County, out of the state. 

Rather than leave California, Bozeman said he wants that Army 
Reserve unit, the 214th Aviation Battalion, histead to merge its 
personnel and aircraft with existmg Guard units in Southem 
California. 

"It is not to the benefit of Califomia and the protection of its 
citizens that the reserve aviation unit be pulled out of California," 
Bozeman said. "Keeping them here would give us an advantage in case 
of disaster." 

Brandt agreed. 
"We think this is an issue of public safety - and that's our mam 

business in California," Brandt said. "We want to work very closely 
with the Army Reserve to try to make this transition as smooth as 
possible - combine both the people and the aircraft. 

"It's not a National Guard issue or an Army Reserve issue," he 
said. "It's a Califomia issue. When the dust all settles and the 
Guard is smaUer, we want the California Guard to still be able to 
perform its mission." 



The Califomia Guard, with a total of 24,000 members, has lost 
more than 2,200 soldiers during the past year, most of them in the 
40th Infantry Division. It operates on a $440 million budget, with 
95 percent coming from the Pentagon. 

Without giving specifics, the Pentagon announced Dec. 10 that the 
Army Guard and Army Reserve would lose about 127,000 jobs over the 
next, six years, with some units scattered across the country being 
disbanded. 

Under the proposal, the Guard and Reserve would get smaller and be 
more tightly focused on specific missions. The plan, however, has 
yet to be accepted by Congress, since local Guard units provide jobs 
and pump substantial amounts of money into the economy. 

For example, estunated Guard expenditures in Califomia this year 
are $460 million, according to Guard figures. LocaUy, the Guard 
estimates its annual economic unpact on Sacramento County at $21.7 
million; Solano County, $1.6 million; El Dorado County, $351,826; 
Placer County, $1.8 million; Yolo County, $346,578; Butte County, 
$1.1 million; and Sutter County, $431,602. 

Anticipating the Pentagon's proposal, California's two U.S. 
senators and 52 members of Congress fired off a letter Nov. 19 to the 
chief of the Army National Guard, voicing concem and urging equity 
for the state. 

"In 1993, Califomia received a 24 percent reduction while only an 
8 percent total National Guard reduction was mandated bv Coneress " 
the letter said. ^ ' 

"Califomia, as the recent fires illustrate, has a unique 
potential for natural disasters," the letter added, "llie Califomia 
National Guard plays a viul role in response to these state 
emergencies. We encourage you to consider a fair and equitable plan 
for any future force reductions." 

In pointmg to accomplishments during the past year, Bozeman cited 
what he described as a revised and "materially improved" plan to 
respond to riots and better coordinate with local law enforcement 
agencies. 

This is due, Bozeman said, to a series of emergency readiness 
exercises with local police, the 6th U.S. Army, Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and the state Office of Emergency Services. 

The new emphasis on readiness comes m the wake criticism when the 
Guard admittedly was caught unprepared for the 1992 riots m Los 
Angeles. 

"We do that job better now," Bozeman said. 


