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Investigating a Would-Be Inspector

m A bump in the road to filling an inspector general’s
job. Betty Ann Soiefer, counsel to the Senate -
Governmental Affairs Committee, is under
consideration to be IG at the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

But Sen. Charles E. Grassley (R-Iowa), in an April
29 letter to Clinton, says the General Accounting
Office “is investigating a matter that may involve Ms.
Soiefer in which a whistleblower’s confidentiality was
allegedly compromised after disclosure of information
to the Congress.”

Grassley says he’s not accusing Soiefer of any
wrongdoing, but asks that “further consideration of her
for this position be postponed” until the matter is
resolved. I

Soiefer says she “didn’t violate any whistleblower’s
confidentiality” and that she’s “just as concerned as
Senator Grassley . . . that the rights of
whistleblowers not be violated.”
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Deadline for Quake Aid
Applications Extended

.The deadline to apply for disaéler
axsisiance under the Jan, 17 Northridge
earthquake presidential decturation has
been extended 60 days, to July 18,

Local, state and federal agencics are
still recciving more than 1,600 assistance -
applications dally st earthquake service
. ccnlers or by phone, sccording Lo the
Federal Emergency Mansgement Agen-
cy and state Office of Emergency Scrvie-

c

The deadline for the U.8. Small Busi.
nees SMdministration’s digaster loan pro«
geam for Individuals and businesses was
als0 extended to July 18.

Pcople not yet registered with JIEMA
for assistanca may go o an carthquake
service center or call (800) 462-9029, or
(800) 462-7585 for the hearing. or .
speech-impaired. - i

Peopic already registered who have
questions may call (800) 625-0321, or
(800) 660-8008 for the hearing- or
gpeoech-Jmpalred.



By VIRGINIA GLLIS A {
TIMES STAY WKITIR

SACRAMENTQ-Hringing an.

other dase of relief to quake-weary

Southern California commuters,

offickuls waid Vucsday that the .
recanslruction af two Interstate B
bridgea will be completed a munth L

early, cuabling the heavily wav.
eled fecewny 1o ofen to traffie next
wecek,

Cav. 'ele Wilson's affke cone ®

firmed that sonthhound fanea of
the Golden Stale Freewuy  will
upeen firsd« prabaubly on the morn
itgs of Muy IR fullowed it diny Inter
by the upentiys uf e norihound
linea, which have to wait for the
raneval of u detour before they
can carry traffic.

“The governor facly that the 1.5
Gavin Canyon project i n ghining
example of what happons when
you comhinge top-notch engineers
with an tntstiending contractor and
cal away Lhe red tae,” sandd Sean
Walsh, a Wilkeoh spokesmm,

The contractor, under an tnven-
Uve syatem, will recelve u bonus of
$4.5 milllon foe completing 1he
work carly.

The apeniiyt of 1he freeway
retsoves i botlleneek  (that s
sluwed traffie on the mujor north.
south artery Into Loy Angeles since
the Northridge eyrthquake
knocked down {wo -rml-ﬁigh
bridges at Gavin Canyon. The
bridge destruetion farced state
transporiation of ficials Lo construct
a detour from Gavin Canyan, loeat.
ed about 23 mites north of Down-
town, to the I-6 Inlerchanguy at the
Antclope Yilley Freewuy, (wo
milegaway, -

Conncetor ramps linking the two
freeways at that inlerchange also

Please aee BKIDGES, Ald
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Déma'ged I-5to
Reopen Early,
Officials Say

were tappled In the Jan, 17 quake.

Tholr roconstruction i3 not ached-

.I,Ilt;d to be completed unt) fate
uly.

The carthquake (nflicted heavy
dumage on highways throughout
the Loy Angelas urea, cripplin
acgmenia of not only Intorstate
bul also the Santa Monieu Freeway
and the Siini Valloy Frecway,

‘I'ne Santa Monley Froeway last
mouth became the firsl af the
dumuged froeways (o reopcn (o
traffie afler contractors were able
Lo vomplele recanatruetion of two
oveirpasses al Fairfax Avenue und
La Ciencga Rouluvard a record 69
dayg ahead of kchedulo,

On Thuraday, the firsl phase of
the work on the Sinil Valley Froc-
way ovorpasscs at San Fernando
Mimilon Boulevaid and Bull Crock
is expected to be completed, Traffic
now belng routed over the west.
bound lanea will be shifted o a
newly consiructed bridge on the
eartbound lunecs. Tho weslbound
lanes will then be closed 80 con-
Lraclors can rebuild that section of
the freeway.

Vederal afficisls, who have pro-
vided almoat all the finoncing for
e rehuilding of quake-duinaged
frecwaye, sald the apeed with

. Which construction has been com.
pleted demonstrates that govern-
ment ¢an mobilize in an emergen.

C’. . .’

“Through innovative contract.
ing, Intergovernmentul coopére-
ton and the awent end musclo of
hiiivdreds of conatruction workorm,
we'te welling rocords bringing
quake.dimaged highwuys back.oa

line,” 8414 U.S, Jransportation Soc-
relary Federico Pona.

Describing Interstata 6 as the
“commorclal backbone of the
slale’s oculomy,” he gald the bot-
Uencck ot Guvia Canyon has ham-
pered the movement of agricultur.
al and manufactured products trom
Culifornla’s heartiand 10 Los An-
fcJer area porls and marketn,

The announcement of the re-
openiug I cxpeeted tn Be mado
Joinlly (oday by slate and fcderal
officials, who had carlier bickered

& QUAKE SAFETY
Plan requlting pas voalves that
automaticatly shut off in &
Quake sulTers a selback., B3

et ren Rees wonmues - = . ———

over who would command the
spotlight when the Sanla Monka
Freeway reopened,

The carly eompletion of the 1-5
reconslruction in expeeled o re-
new crilicism of the financlul in-
cenlives glven contractors to com-

lets the work shead of schedule.-

ch contractor has been offered @
hanus for every day construction ls
completed carly; thay also have
heen threatened with & penalty for
cvery day thefr projecty sre cam.
pleled lute,

C.C. Mycrs Ine,, the construction
company that rebullt the Santa
Monica bridges, earned a .near]y
$14 miltion bonus fer finishing in
Teaa Lthan three montha.

K.I. Yeager Canstruction Co. of
Riverslde, the contractor for the
Cavin Canyon beldgos, will carn a
$4.8-million bonus on wp of the
$14.8 miilfon it bid for comploting -

1PN



T e e e it e

“the project. The bonus pay-
mont~==$150,000 for overy day.

the projeet is eehplctod sarly—is

.barcd on tho com lx;ﬂnhh(ng

tho roconstruction
June 17 desdline. -
oug Aaland, Ycager’s chief one<
inoer, suld his eo:‘ was sble
complete the project mare
Quickly than uswsl by working
erews around the clock, seven days
[ week.m"'}tt b!'umjut 1‘1?0. of
working toge woen all par-
tes," hamaid, :
Officlala &t the California Do-
pariment of Transporlalion sald
the new bridges have becn bullt o

s belore &

much " higher sirengt

onca (hal eollapacd in the North-’

ridgo quake.

Caltrang press sccrotary Jim
Drago sald Lthey have boon do-
algned to withstand a 7.1-magni-
tude quiake on the San QCabriel
Fauly which at {our miles dway lo
the faull ncarvsl the bridgea,

w:nm Gavin Cats lon bridges
are desl not Lo collapes (n an
carthquake, Drago acknowledgod
that have fiot Been clacsi
as “imporant” structures, That
designation, reserved for o
that carry emergency tiraflie,
would have required that they be
conatrucled so they. would not
sustain any damage that could put

them out of sarvics for & short

period. .

Dmﬁo sald stato engineers mado
scveral modifieations ta the design
of the bridges while they were
boing constructod (o add features
that would enhance their ability to
withstand carthquakc forccs.

h than the

!

-
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The fire caused about $100,000 in
damape to the home of photogra-
pher Kip Corley. He suggests that
whoever s found guilty of setting the
fire “should have to work in a (medi-
cal) bumn center for the rest of their
lives so they’ll xnow what they did."

Roofer Ron Radstron says resk
dents probably will never know who
started the fire,

*Arson is real hard to prove,” Rad-
stron says. “We all know it was start-

FARE AFTERMATH: Malbu resident
Mﬁmh;mkesup

thankful green IS growing
Above, a brick/stone skeleton s afl that remainee
of a home on
fire, which bumed 20,000 acres and 350 homes«

‘- W 'M' )

o3 by Bob Aia Jr.,
back.%>
Vista after the Novembet?

ed by some idiot. Who, it doesn’t reals>
ly matter.” -

But it matters to Courtemanches
Two of his friends died in the fire;
and he has seen too many lifelong?
friends move away since the smoke-
cleared, ~

*T guess if Ivtalked to (the arsons:
Ists), I'd say, ‘Good® luck living with:
#t'” he says, “Whoever they are.
they caused a lot of hard times, a lof,
of heartaches.” =
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No clues to warning system failure

By XEVIN MORAN
Hamnara\i:ie

TEXAS CITY — There are no
clues for the failure of a system
designed to )t anthorities warn resi-
dents aboat industria) ac-
cidenis over cahle {elevision chap-
pels, officials said Tuesday.

But cable workers replaced the
electronic umnit that makes the sys-
tem work, to be sure it doesa't fail
again, said Gary Pomonis, area busi-
ness manager for Texas Cablevision
Inc.

Heaidwockusfowdmpmblun
with the anit in place when Mayor
Chuck Doyle and others tried Sunday
to warn residenis of an ammoaia

leak.

Pomonis said
failed when be punched in the code
sumber that emergency offi-

422~ Cable workers replace unit

caped because a worker improperly
used a valve that controls bot water
flow t0 an agunonia vaporizes.

The leak caused hundreds to evac-
sate their bomes.

Residents notified police of the’
ammonia vapois before company
workers did

Muethn?ﬁﬂpeoplesbwednpat
Mainland Ceoter Hospital's emer-
gency room within 24 hours com-
plaining of burning eyes, respiratory
distress and other ailments.

Rabert W. Roten, Sterling’s chief
operating qfficer, mdtheoompany

will begin taking residents” claims

being used to make
which goes into a variety_of

s ARG carpen And eomput
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QUICK READ
E

&'s been almost t{vo
years since Hurricane
Andrew terrorized - ¢ T
South Dade and many homes - -+ ,”
are still awalting repair. Centro -
Campesino's Community Repair
Program Is looking for skilled and
unskilled volunteers to help rebuild
40 of these homas. Corporate volun-
teers are also welcome. If you can help, -
call Christine Talcott at 245-7738 from 8 » R
a.m. tQ 5 p.m- any day. J . R A L S R e
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MAJOR DISASTER DECLARED FOR MICHIGAN A

T .

WASHINGTON -- President Clinton today declared a major disaster exists in I'VIichigan
as a result of damage to public property from a prolonged winter freeze that gripped the state’s
Upper and northern Lower Peninsulas starting January 10.

James Lee Witt, director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), which
will coordinate the federal relief effort, said the President’s action makes federal funds available
to supplement the recovery needs of affected local governments in the counties of Charlevoix,
Cheboygan, Chippewa, Delta, Gogobic, Houghton, Mackinac, Marquette, Ontonagon, and
Schoolcraft, | |

Under the declaration, the federal government will pay 75 percent of the approved costs
for repairing or replacing damaged public facilities, with the remaining 25 percent to be
provided by the state and affected local governments.

. Witt, who designated the counties eligible for the assistance following the declaration,
said federal requirements are being evaluated in other areas and additional designations may be
made when the assessments are completed.

Gary Pierson, of FEMA's regional office in Chicago, Ill., was named by Witt to serve
as the federal coordinating officer for the recovery. Pierson said that procedures for requesting
assistance will be explained at local appﬁcant briefings to be held shortly in the recovery area.

-30-
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ST.-LOUIS POST DISPATCH

NOV2 4 1393.

Nation’s Disaster Chief Vows Push

For Changgs In

By Phil Linsalata A

Of the Post-Dispeich Sttt .

- The nation’s top disaster official said Wedneadsy he

wants to the flood insuna which l2R

fewer thanone in 10 is eurndLY.
*The progrem has got to change,” gaid amee Lee

-Witt, director of the Federal Emergency Mansgement

n -« @

Tt was responding to articles in the Post-Dispatch
Sunday that dacumented that the Pedera! Insurance Ad-
ministeation failed to protect flood victims, control ean-

. struction In the flood plain ahd save tax spent on

gaer relief.
wants to “express how critical it 1s to get-  eff

T

. gome reforms in place.” He sald he needs pew lepl

.. to authoriza & crackdown op mortgage lenders to

‘ requﬂremmonhomeainﬂood plaina, :

He also wants “mitigation insurance,” a type of policy
that would pay homeowniers the cost of elevating thelr
home after- 8 Dood. Pederal estimates indicate that »
surcharge ol less than $50 on every policy could provide
enough revenue to cover up to $25,000 in elevation copts
for each affected house. :

X Both those mestares were coptained in a bill sponsoced
by Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass. The bill stalled earlier this
month when it drew opposition because it contains 2
measure limiting construction in the risldest beachiront
sreas. Sen. Alfonse D'Amato, R-N.Y, led the oppositica.
Many of his constituents Five in beachiront areas. .

Witt 53id he plans to eall on Kerry and D'Amato inan

——— s - = e amm. s

Flood Insurance

effort to break the stalemate snd win passage of reforms
when Congress reconvenes in January. -

Sen. Christopher S. Bond, R-Ma., eaid he also wants to
break the stalemate, He vowed to “take & leadership
position” in to strike a compromiss next year.

He sying a declsion oa the beachfront
issue, until the government can map the precise bound-’
arles of the cosstal erosion gones. He sald It is unfair to
postpone reforms needed in the Midwest while the coast-
sl argument continues.

“We want to stast again with new legislation ag soon as
Congress comes jnto session,” be said, “We've got to get
ildons.lndm'ugohgtogohckmﬂnﬁeem

ort. .

Sen. John C. Danforth, R-Mo., aiso said he would
su pmre(oms.“lhopembeablctophyamstmcﬁve
role in this area next year,” he said.

_Wite,” meanwhile, said he will begin asscasing any
cha ahec_anmbwiﬂmtwusionﬂ approval.,

‘ eanguingtoberevieuﬁngevemlmmaeewhere
we are and what we can do,” he said.

Witt snnounced that he has nominated a new director
of the Federsl Insurance Administration. He has asked
Congress to cenfirm Blaine McReynolds, insurance com-
raissioner of Tennesses, McReynolds, 45, has been Ten--
nessee’s top insurance regulator since 1947, In that time,
she has taken on tough fights with the state Legislature.

'Earﬁetthisyw.lhebhchedummthawonldhave

allowed insurance companies o raise rates without get-
ting state permisslon. . -




KANSAS CITY STAR

Agency would ro
ur?cl.nér e!nhancedmo%t |‘:Jl:nrty

pREmONC 3

R e
will begin p ing {requently neighbor-
enhanced buydut

hioods and eatire towns under an you
plan Congress spproved over the weekend, cney
g!;ﬂﬂ‘ James Witt said Tucsday in Kansas

The acw flood-relicl packsge would provide alout
$118 miltion in federal funds 0 b out {lood-prone
properties, Witt said. Money will Lmue availablc
as s00n &3 sale disaster offices act on applications

focthe aid.

State emergenc mansgerment directors from Mis-
souri, Kanses and lowa met ‘Tucsday with Win sad
pramised to act quickdy on the requests, “

“Priority will be given to those who've suffered the

mos,” said Jercy Uhimang, the Missouri director.
Six other statex alsa will share the funds. The
amount of could incroass, as the pro-

buyolt money
gram is tied to the level of other flood aid dispeassd, -

said Morrie Goodman, direclor of public affalrs for

Nov 2 & 1883

New flood-relief plan set

cxpressed interest In a plan that wauld tllow indl
vidual prepenty owncrs 8od, in some cases, eguire
1owDs 10 move ot of the fload plain. .

Fudi# all the requests would cost $400 million,

oflicials have esti:q;t;d:' s fth .

The aew program provides 75 percent of the €03
of buying out nomeowners and businesses in flooded
arcas. State and local goveruments must provide the
::glm they can wsg other fedenal fusds for that
I re.

Land ased under the program would thea be
converted into parks or other ases, No structures
could be built, and the arca would be Ineligible for
disaster gid in the Anture,

*|('s going 10 save us uax dollars la the long term,™
Wittsaid,

Befare Congreas e T veocalon s
gram peo) o at 6 on ©0
and would have provided shout $5$ million in sld,
Goodman stid.

Kep. tarold Volkmer sponsared leglsiation chang-
funding perceatage, while Rep. Richard
Gicpbardl propased the change in the funding for-
mola that boested the money svailable. Both are
Missouri Democrats.
“We hope it will go a long way,” said Larry Zeat-
fnger, the agendy official who will coordinate the
duyout program.

the federal am?.
More thaa 200 communities in the Midwest have

cw s Ggemw & e ap o Etwd G110 S wned = a—— e -
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_OPING WITH DISASTERS

Jow victims of three U.S. catastrophes — the Great Flood of 93, Florida's Hurricane Andrew and the
__ southern California fires — are dealing with the disasters as Thanksgiving nears:

FLOODS: For farmer,
loss is like hole in heart

Richard Price
USA TODAY fﬁk
QUINCY, IIL — This is a The Deusterhauses also She hurts for bim, but she's
Thanksgiving that needs . were chasen for Project Home frustrated. So is he. They're
a happy ending, and only one Again, an effort by local both still in shock. They keep
can provide it. churches and the going through pictures and vid-
; name s Daryl Deuster- national Christian relief agen- eos of how itused to look.
Hes a quiet, ¢y World Vision to assist fiood They feel cramped by their
bulk tarmer of 33 with a weath- victims. He'll get $2000 and rented hame. They worry
face and rough moral support frof two famr about the kids. Bret, 10, sur
who ovwns a home on 600 acres ilies who “adopt™ them. prised his teacher the other
of Mississippi bottom land —a Although the money won't day by scraviing “T miss my
pretty -soretch of cora fields make much of a dent in the dogs™ on a achool paper (three
shade mrees pased down ~$90,000 that the flood will cost of their four mitts are at other
through thres generations of Deusterhmus, that's not what's hornes). Their lives are ss scat-
his family. : eating al him. . tered as their possessions, dw-
He grew up there. Jr's the And no ooe is quite sure tributed amang relatives.
only home he's ever kmown, what to d6 about the real prod- “Just Christinas orna-
the only Yife he ever wanted Jem, which is the bale in Daryl ments 18 a e the sayL
Ifs 2 huge part of who he is, Deusterhaus’ heart — a hole “I've gt to Tun over bere, go
that the farm was as eter seem 1o patch. wlntahuriblemes.""
the river running by it That's a piece of surgery _
. only he can They’re both exhausted.
But now if's gooe. That same Heudhu‘”wﬂe.mm'mrum Deryl's working 18 hours a day
Javaging Ms home, his barns, acres on higher ground some- work and trying to keep a farm
where his coushn lived, 2 o Giviag up e farm. tered on other farms — and
the house up the road where 'l‘vagumdoilt’,"he - Barb's been running between
his grandmother gave him can five in the e Qm her job at a clothing store and
conkies. A worid destroyed. {2 (e subUTYS, either, It has 80 shuttling the kids to achool be-
He cant ever get it beck bothe counry> «cause soe doesn't want them to
L won't pay his voice. The Gruth is ‘that Theyre fghting Everyone
and he Daryl Deusterhaus wonders if imows & She keeps hammer
concedes be’d be foolish tory. he ¢an live anywhere besides ing him over his atiachment to
The land is 80 low i's still un- that farm. - . the farm, pushing for a deci-
der water. “The river won,” he "l‘muyhgmbeohmiﬂ sion. His temper flares. “She’s
concedes. it we've been here S gt all the answers,” be snaps
like thousands of other m.ummﬁy.”gg at one point. “Let her answer
of the great Midwest ga2es across the ruin. “At might gt

the Faith Christian Center

his family are to himself, “T used to
this Thapisgiving with the fu- hop the tractor and plow a few
looking for & happy end- acres. . . . I¢Tl be strange ot be-

ing that feeis a long way off. ingeblew dothat™ - .
He's had help from all over. “He fust ean’t give iR up,” his
From friends — one rented :’:&“'@m‘lmuﬂﬂ

fontia ued



when he was growing up. “But
we were sble to go in aften
ward and start over, He's losta
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California

Charges Are Considered

Fire Toll Rises. -

Nov. 20 (AP) — A

bacome
\talicy of
fires in Southeen |
efals say they are reviewing the case
g ainst s man accused of setting the
828,
The victlm. Al(red Wagner, dicd on
Nov. 8. The chuse, Sgt. Rich Erickson of
the Sheriff's Department said oa Pri-
day, was pntumanta refated to smoke
inhalaticn that Mr. Wagner suffered on
Oc. 27 while fighting flames at his
house in the|Pasadens area.
Homicide investigators referred the
case 1o the |district storney’s effice,
which said ¢éa Friday that it had not
ther new charges were
warranled against a transjent accused
of seuing the fire. New charges could
jnclude manplaughter, but prosecltors
e back w0 detectives for

further invdsdgation, sald 8 spokes-
man lor the ffica, Mike Botwla.

The transieat, Zhang Andres Huang,
15, has pleaded not guilty o starting an
llegel A misderneanor. Prosacu-
tors said he[lit a campfire in the San
Gabriel Mountain (oothills above Alta.
dens that 8 fnto.the fire that de-
stroyed more than 100 heuses. They
have sald Mr. Zhang, & recent immi-

: speaks.no Eng-
ptobably not aware of the
up s campfire during

Three other people dled In the fires
that raged irl Southern Callfornia from
OcL 27 to Nay. 3, all of them In the blaze
that charref 15000 acres and de.
stroyed mory than 300 structures in the

Topanga Cagyoen ares, west of Los An-
s ‘M alth
hreat From Raln
Federal, state and local authorities
save formed & coordinating group to
jeq) with mjdslides, which have be-
ome a prob

because there is little ! .

vegewtion on the sides of burmi-tut

who died of complice-{canyons

o stap ercston
Run last week fn Laguma Beach

wild- | caused slides that damaged the Irvine

Bowl, a 2200-sest outdoor amphithe-
ster, and more than 29 horees.

“Now that the {ires are out, we are
faced with tha immediate hazards as-
sociated with thase of fires” == srosion
and mudelides, said Richard Andrews,
who was named state mrdlnldnﬁ:!;l-
cer of & group representing 17 1,
state gnd Federal sgencics.

The latest estmate of damage from
the fires was $1 billion, said Don Mitch-
el at the Pederal Emergency Monsge-
ment Agency offfce in Pasadena.

About 3,000 claims worth $375 mil-
llon were 1 be filed in e
Malibu-T a Canyon fire, the gcate,
Office of Emergency Service sald

f\\_ﬂu g(lrlh /‘\TMPS |
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&he New Hork Bimes

Noe. 94,1943

illion Allowed for Repairs to Levees

WASHIN N, Nov. 20 (AP) ~ Tho
Clinton Administration has announced
that it wil) $p o

Missourt lawmak.
ers had sought eight times thay mueh

The money covers levoes, many af
them private] not eligible for ir by

the feves: must protect
fe #n re” end
r that ean put u;
£ rebafiding costs The
et must also be put Into
eers program, which

requires cortain engineering and main-
tenance swanderds,

Three Missourt lawmakers, Repre-
sentatives Pat Danner, & Domocrat,
and Represaatative Bill Emersen and
Senator Christopher S Bond, both Re-
publicans, have tried to evercome
Whiwe Hause opposltien ta spending the

by| extra meney.

jl;uc?:;l{ix the Cllmu; Adminlsu"lllon
re e proposal because of the
cotl and then — in the midst of the
North American Free Trade Agrec-
ment negotiations ~— discugsed alioeat-
ing up to $150 millioa.- Mr. Dasner
voted against the pact, and Mr, Emer-
20N In favor of i,
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DISASTER IMFORMATION FROM: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Federal/State Coordinating office

245 South Los Robles.Avenue (3rd. Floor)

Pasadena, CA 91101

Medla Contacts: FEMA: l{ild.réé_ Hopkins (818) 405-7548
STATE: Greg Renick (818) 405-7408
Daily News Summary

HIGHX FLOOD POTENTIAL FOR SOUTELAND

Due to the Southern California
Firestorms, the risk of floods
remainsg high, particularly if
property is located below a fire
area. The U.S. Governnent’s
National Flood Insurance Progran
is avajlable through insurance
agents or may be obtained by
calling toll-free, 1-800-638-6620.
National Flood Insurance Progran
(NFIP) spokesman Jack Eldridge
spent three days in the Southland
last week, assessing the enhanced
danger of flooding in firestorm
areas. Likewise, the multi-agency
coordinating (MAC) group formed by
the Governor’s Office of Emexgency

CALIFORNIA FIRES
DISASTER/RECOVERY FACTS

Fires Started: Oectaber 28, 1933
Prasidentiat Daclerstion: October 28, 1893
Nature of Disaster; Wildfires and Firastorms

DACs Yo Date:
Services and the Federal Emergency ‘m“?.".‘d.&.:.‘:
Management Agency met last week to A clawation:

deal with the increased flood

potgntj_a]_ o FEMA/S1te Assistancs Rendered:
B Temperary Houslng
* * & Cesas Assisted: 1.02¢
Money issued: $4.630598
Individual
DISASTER ASSIBTANCE HOURS Foolly Qe

Coves
COINCIDE Money lesusd:
Victims of the Southern California
Firestorms wmay now visit a
Disaster Application Center (DAC)
or call the Teleregistration to

As OF 20 NovEMSER -
DAC STAYI A3 OF: ZOH




Dajly News Summary/2
November 23, 1993

register for local, state and federal
assistance during identical hours. The DACs
and teleregistration lines are open Monday
through Saturday from 9 am to € pn. The
teleregistration number is 1-800-462-9029 {or
for persons with a hearing or speech
impairment the TDD nunber to call is

1-800-462~7585) . .

<nd-

Disaster
Application
Canters

Open Manday - Savurdey
Samea Spm

Asoadia Commumnity Ragional Perk |
406 §. Santa Anita Avenus
Arcedis

23681 Pecific Comnt Highway
{owmer of Wedd Way}
Malibu

Laguns Seach Recrsgtion Caevmne |
806 Forest Avenus ‘
Laguns Beneh

a:ussr\common\pioiderl 122
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n Calif.,

1 stic look
0ses charm

¢ Haya El Nasser
SA TODAY

MALJIBU, Calif. — Ed Di Giulio no long .

5 at the desolate moonscape ol ’
larred hills, skeletal trees and lone chim--
rys surrounding his fireravaged 10.5-

TE property.

He stares at the homes that survived.
“The only houses that I saw standing
ere stuceo,” says Di Giulio, 66, who lost
8 174earold cedarsided house when a
reball swept up his hill this month. It

our dream home.”

But now that he's convinced his wife t0
shuild, Di Giulio knows he must set his
id blueprints aside anad do it differently:
We're going to use asbestos siding and a
el roof,” he quips.

in another canyon, Sandra Crawford
od Ron Goodman climb up an ashy
1 1 on a blackened
lliside to the site of thelr

Mallbu and Laguna Beach areas alonme,
about 700 homes were destroyed.

“It's going to be much less rustic,” pre-
dicts builder Curtis Quillin. “To make a
home fireproof, you have to take all the
wood off the home, and you can have a

house buried 1a lush land-
. scaping, brush, large

uture dream home.
heylook ata
panish-style adobe
¢ =-—gsurvivorofthe
that destroyed 300
< in this seadide
nkem paradise — and

“We will protect our
¢ in such a way that

re will pever need a fire
or firefighter at our
ome,” vows Crawford,
vho will build an adobe
I with tile roof
quipped with sprinklers.
Throughout southern
:alifornla, fire victims

change By Web
andscape of some of the
region's mast elite neigh-
borhoods — Laguna Beach, Malibu.

A saries of 26 windJanned wildfires
raged through the region in late October

ly November, destroying more

w 1,100 buildings and causing an est-
$1 billion in damage. In hardest-hit

Beyant, USA TODAY

trees. This kind of stuff
you're poing to see much
less ot.”

Nowhere will this
home design and land-
scape revolution be more
apparent than in Malibu,
where many of the
burned homes were old
"= some' built 70 years
‘ago before fire codes
even existed.

“Houses are going to
be much harsher in their
looks ... & stucco box vs.
a rustic charmer,” Quil-

lin says.

Wood roofs are out.
Tile roofs are in. Adobe
" Or stucco

siding. Roof sprinklers

are in demand -So are
double-paned Windows.
And even when the natural brush returns,
hills are likely to be kept barren or cov-
ered with fire-resistant plants.

“Workmen are cutting stumps o my ef-
tire property and putting herbicide to stop
them from coming back,” Di Giullo says.

wood

Swimming pools — providing a reliable
water source for firefighters — arein -

Says architect David Applebaum, whase
homes grace Malibu and posh Bel Air and
Beverly Hills: “If [ can, I'll build a pool at

every single house I build there.”
But some of these are lough to
swallow for those who to Malibu in

search of qualntness and utmost privacy
- parrow winding lanes leading to wood-
sided, wood-decked estates nestled in lush
brush and framed by blooming plants.

. "My feeling is I don't want to live in a
concrete bomb shelter,” says film produc-
er and director Howard Zlehm, whose 18-
year-old home was destroyed. But “I don't
want to feel that the first spark that comes
by ks going to wipe me out” _

It's a tough compromise for Ziehm.

=Our house was entirely cedar inside
and out,” says Ziehm, who is moving from
a Malibu hotel into a mobile home on his
burned-out land. “Red bougainvillea ev-
erywhere. Birch trees. It was quite a spec-
tacular litle place.”

But charm and besuty turned to horror
for thase living off of narrow, snaky dirt
roads — some with no fire hydrants.

“You couldn't get a fire truck in there,”
Applebaum says. “And if it could get in, it
coulint turn around.”

In many of those cases, people may just
not be able to rebuild

“They would simply bave (o take their
insurance money and go build their house
somewhere else, and q{uhaveawom-
less piece of land,” Quillin says.

Copkinued
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Rebuilding boom may take a while

By Haya El Nasser

UsA TODAY

LOS ANGELES — Southern
California’s recession-racked
construction industry won't see
a rebuilding boom resulting
from the fires for at least a
year, say.
‘n:ﬁg:‘smy uses QOakland
Hills — where 3200 homes
were destroyed in 1991 — asa
stark reminder of just how
slow rebuilding can be. As of
early November, fewer than
1,500 building permits had

been issued and only 500
homes rebuilt -

Only seven of the 300 home-
owners burned out of Malibu
have applied for rebuilding
permits. Laguna Beach, where
270 homes burned down, has
yet to receive one application.

Same economists estimate
the fires will create as many as
3,000 on<site construction jobs
and up to 6,000 related jobs
over the next few years.

In Maliby, where many of
the homes are 20- 10 70-years
old, homeowners are scram-

bling to find records and plans
buried in county files.

Many still are trying to fig-
ure out if they can even re
build. Some homeowners may
have to abandon property be-
cause soil is shifting or land Is
now considered a fioodway.

Dee Kinze of the Building In-
dustry Association says fire vie-
tims should take their time re-

goup has set up a referral hot
line for fire victims.
To Bul of Laguna Beach

should think of setting up his
own hot line. The head of FHB
Construction and Roofing says
his phone hasn't stopped ring-
ing since he received worid-
wide aftention when his Span-
ish-style mansion was captured
in photos as the sole survivor of
fires on his hilkide.

“They call me to congram-
late me and ask about how to
build a house that’s fireresis-
tant,” says Bui, 42, a father of
four. His advice: Double-pane
windows, concrete and tile roof
because “luck alone, it's not™
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Thankful Amid the Wreckage

ALEXANDRIA, Mo,
8 mayor of a flood-devastated ghost town,
A Bob Davia Is semarkably upbest—aad
thankiul,

He has every reason not to be this Thankegiving
holiday:

This tight-knit tawn of 500 in the northeast
carnet of Missourd lont 3 vallant sandbageand-levee
battle with the Misatasippi River on July 8, No one
i yet tble to live In Alexandris, Although it does
‘have electricity, the houses are gutted and
waterlogged floars lnside them have caved in, Only
10 of the 120 homes and 62 wrailecy had flood
insusance,

The Federal Emergericy Management Agegey.
had even 3dvised the peo pie to abandon the town.

"We were the first hit, and the worst hit,®
Davin sald Indeed, this bluecollas town gots
double whammy fram the record-setting flood of
1993: Both the Des Molnes River oa its northern

* barder and the Misslasippl on the east side busted
the semicireular ring of levees and drawned the

town,

Davis said he belicves that at le1at three
townspeople who died at Nlood-time from heart
Attacks were timply heartbroken at the loss and
devastation. ¢ could have been mych worse,

Fer three weeks, the rivers ran through'
Alexandria, The depth wae mare than 20 feet,
Davis kaows because he has 4 flagpole about that
tall, and the flag flying from it was waving
taderwates for days.

Before the lavee breaka, Alexandris residents
had two cholces: work night and day to sandbagand
fight the (mpending flood, ot take all their

ssiona out. Most chose to fight. Many were
m eaough to save scrapbooks. Davis rescued his
1,400-piece pipe coflection ia time, {ncluding ene
Bing Crosby smoked.

The mayor drove our sssaclate Dale Van Atta
through the unlivable town in a can-cluttered car
that Davig Is pretty much ving out of these days,
All the houses aze a diety beown, with fve-foot high
fiud rings that will have to be sandblagted off. The
Yarda and fields are dried and cracked. The
brighteat sights are the green streer signs,

As be pointed cut various aights in Alexandsia,
Davis called 2 number of them “comicsl,® Here'sa
shed that somehow was lifted up from g yard

several blocks away and fosted to its new {ocation,

over tie high-wize fence arouad the property. How
about those bleachers from the ballpark way over
there? And as for “that red 3nd white patio deck
from over there, nodody's claimed i, Nobody
knows where it comes from. Could be 5 town
upriver.” )

The mayor was stolc about the fact that the town
had scraped together $800,000 over the years and
had just resurfaced its roeds defore the flood and
was building a new community center. Davis said
he thiaks up to 200 pecple wen't ever coma back,
But the maroﬂtv will rensvate and ratum.

It may not have had a grocery, school or traffle
Hght before. But the town that peopls fondly eall
“Alec” bad its volunteer fire depaztment, two
churches and even an abauedly painted tavern
called “The Pusple Cow” oq the river. It was e,
frieadly town. .

And it's a very stubborn town. As far 3 the
mayor is concerned, “We're not going to give up.
We made the town g besutiful place before, snd we
will again,” :

But according to Davis, little thanks are due
FEMA, When the tewn was ia its most dire stralts,
FEMA was a phantom. Agercy oMficiale a4id they
couldn’t seare up any dollars for help while the
town was submerged, not until they could inspect
the homes and determine they kad been damages,
“FEMA aln't doing nothiag for us,” Davi charged,
*All we get from FEMA is promises.”

But Davls is seatimental and breught gesrly to
tears about others, The Suvstion Army has not
only deen in town since June, dut g till providing
bot meals for the cleanup and construction crews,
The Red Crosa was plvatal when the federal’
government couldn't get its act together,

Often It Is the simplest geatures that are s
sustaining, Tears welled up In the mayor’s eyes on
Veteraas Day when a stranger delivered g new flag
adter secing the condition of his flood-tarn one.

It flies on the meyor's flagpole now, proudand .
uawavering like his people.




SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER

U. S. grants funds |

to rebuild historic
Williams

Quzke-tom tower

was in danger of
being demolished

EXAVINER STAPE SEPCRT

A last-minute grant of $6.8 mil-
fion from ths federal government
has spared the historic Williams
building at Third and Mission
strosts from the wrecker’s ball

Redevelop-
ment Commisgion voted Tuesday
| nid:tw!‘mm
M t
to preserve the earthquake-dam-
uadoﬁam
The money will allow the agency
to stabilize ths nine-story building,
which has sat empty since sustain-
iﬁog serious damage in the 1989
mMmﬁgﬂk
R;ghtm.ﬁumnpmdn-
gerous con‘dvihon. sald agency
spokesman Wes Willooghby, “This
will allow us to make it aafe.”
“_" ——————

T ——— — . m s b

building

However, the monsy cannot be

used to make the bulldin hnhb '

able. That, Willoughby

the responsibility of & private de-

veloper. The tower has beeo sup-

gestad as a site for offces, & hotel,
"houmgwpouﬂ:\ba-!ewhhmn&

mmmntwmahoallw.
the agency to perform somé carth-

MM& .
Saving the Williamns huﬂdins

had becoms & cause celebre among
city preservationists who treasure
its Renalssance-Baroque orna-
mentation.

Designed by celebrated archi-
tect Clinton Day, it was among the
firet of Sen Francisco's highrise
bulldings to go up as Ths City -
tebuilt after the 1908 quake.

Redevelopment officials had let
out a demolition contract, sparking

an interdepartmental battls with
tha Board of Permit Appeals,

_ which wax sttempting to save the
_bullding. _

*
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DISASTER INFORMATION FROM:
Faderal/state Coordinating Office
245 S. Los Robhles (3rd Floor)
Pasadena Ca 91101

Medjia Contacts: FEMA - Alex Newton, (818) 405-7407
S8TATB - Greg Renick, (818) 405-7408

DIBASTER APPLICATION CENTERS CLOSED
POR THANKSGIVING DAY

PABADENA -- Disaster recovery officiale from the Governor’s Office
of Emergency Services (OES) and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) remind the public that Disaster Application Centers
(DACs) in Arcadia, Laguna Beach and Malibu will be closed tomorrow,
November 25th, in observance of Thanksgiving Day.

The DACs will creopen Friday, DMNovember 26th, to assist
individuals, families and business owners who may have suffered
losses in the recent Southern California firestorms. They will
also be open Saturday.

DACs are located at:

Arcadia Community Regional Park
408 8. Santa Anita Avenue
Arcadia

Laguna Beach Recreation Ceanter
585 Yoreat Avenue
Laguna Beaeh

23661 Pacific Coast Highwvay
(corner of Webb Way)
Halibu

Persons WwWho have been affected by the firestorms are
encouraged to visit a DAC to learn about local, state and fedaral
disaster assistance programs for which they may be eligible.

Those who are unable to travel to a DAC may also register for
disaster assistance by calling the toll-free Teleregistration line:

1-800-462-9029 or (TDD) 1-800-462-758%5 for those with speech or
hearing impairments.

~hore~-



Thanksgiving/2

For general information on asgistance programsé Or the status
of applications, call: 3-800-525-0321 or (TDD) 1-800-660-800S.

Hours of operatiocn for DACs, Teleregistration and information
lines are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

 {id
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DISASTER INFORMATION FROM:
Federal/state Coordinating offica
24S S. Los Robles (3rd Floor)
Pasadena CA 91101

Xedia contacts: Alex Newton (818) 405-7398
" Greg Renick (818) 405-7408

PRESIDENT OKRs PIRESTORN-RELATED NUD AND FLOOD DAMAGR
ELIGIBLE FOR DISASTER ABSISTANCE

PASADENA ~- President Clinton has expanded the scope of
firestorm disaster assistance to include damage frem moil
erosien, landslides, flooding and mudslides in Southern
California tirestornm areas, it was announced today.

At the reguest of the Governor’s Office of Emergency
Services (OBS), the President amended his original October 28
major disaster declaration to include those impacted by post-fire
disasters. The amendment opené access to a widae variety of
assistance programs for eligible individuals whe suffer rain-~
related damage.

The original declaration -- and amendment -- apply te
individuals in the burn areas of Los Angeles, Orange, Rivergide,
San Bernardino, Ssan Diego and ventura Counties.

In a letter to James L. Witt, Director of the Federal
Emergency Managewent Agency (FEMA), the President stated that
continuing damage resulting from the firestorms Y{e of gufficient
severity and magnitude® to warrant the addition of soil erosion,
landslides, flooding and mudslides to the disaster declaratien.

A Presidential disaster declaration makes available fedaral
funds to cover uninsured losses of citizens and help pay for
extraordinary costs and damage incurred by local governments.

Affected individuals Day apply for temporary housing grants,
low-interest home/personal Property loans and other assistance
prograns. Applications for disaster assistance may be made
calling the toll-free teleragistration numpar (1~800~-462-9029) or

visiting disaster application center lo

Gitowni
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HURRICANE: Many
st 11 waiting for a home '

y Deborah Sharp
'SA TODAY

HOMESTEAD, Fla. — Hid-
i@ the gift was the only prob
'm Tuesday at a party for 78
xar-old Corrine Roberts.

Roberts’ Thanksgiving pre-
=t is & pew home —
1inted and tHed with a red rib-
nlt finished with dona-

and valunteers 15 months
tler Hurricane Andrew de-
olished her old house and ev-

ything it

"Tm so thankful today, my
t is filled with joy,” says

e retired farmworker and

known by all as “Moth-

‘Robery.” “I don't know if I'lt

iow how to act when I get into

house again.”

On the second Thanksgiving

ter the stormn swept south

ide County, Fla, farm-

n and others sill

uggie to recover from

» USA's costiest naty-

[ r ever. Andrew

] homes flat-

1ed, 8 quarter-million

i . displaced and

e 8,000 business-

destroyed.

ing recovery, says
:Milly: unscrupulous -
otractors, failed insur

ce  panies and a
ortage of rental hous

1 “We still have a lot of

ople living in trailers.”

For most, the hurri

ne's worst i3 behind

m. Among the slowest

rec r: Communities such
Goulds, where more than
% of 7,000 residents live be-
w the poverty level. But
oughout the storm's 30-mile-
de path, hurricane-ravaged
ildings are easy to spot
' b es freshly finished
pastel hues. Plastic tarps still
ver gaping roofs, and travel

| — supposedly brought
ary housing” — -

1 dot streets from Cutler
dge 10 Florida Gity.

“We're scared because we
gtill dont have a home, and so
much time bas passed,” says
Candelaria Salazar, 63, weep-
ing softly. She lives with six
family members in a donated
trailer on a gravel lot where
their home once stood.

As the storm howled on Aug
24, 1992, the Salazary ran from
room to room of the house
they’d owned far more than 20

Windows exploded. The
roof flew off. Rain pounded in.

Thirteen of them buddled
under manresses pulled from
beds “She was screaming and
I was praying,” says Santiago
Salazar, 67, with a nod toward
his wife of 49 years.

A farmworker for a half-cen-
tury, Sala2ar is accustomed to
hard work. He's picked every-
thing from cotton o tomatoes
and raised 14 children along

the way. With a parttime sala--

ry of about $12,000 a year, he
had little savings when Andrew
hiL An insurance settlemnent
paid just $25,000 for the home
the storm destroyed.

Like Corrine Roberts —
whose concrete-block home of
46 years was insured for just

$10,000 — the Salazars are-

lowdncome residents
m by a non-profit agency
called Centro Campesino. “It
gives us a good feeling in our
hearts to know we’re helping.”
the group’s Susan Reyna says.
‘Roberts” home was the first
the agency finished Volunteer
laborers came from
to Massachusets and
aid was assembled from banks
to churches and synagogues.
But money and helpers have
dwindled as hearts and minds
have shifted from south Dade’s
hurricane to the fires in Cali-
fornia and the Midwestern

floods. Centrc Campesino is.
strugpling for $323,000 to comr-

plete 20 homes that are under
repair. Almost 80 families are
ahead of the Salazars’ on the
waiting list

Says Glenn Hoffman, a Uni-
tarian official who worked on
Roberts’ home: “The clasest
thing o a religious experience
we can have is when people
help people. Mother Roberts’
house is a symbol of what we
&s human beings should be do-
ing for ane another.”

As Roberts celebrates her
new digs, two dozen Salazar
relatives will gather under an
outdoors tent Thursday. Cande-
laria Salazar will prepare ta-
males to go with the turkey.
Theyll give thanks and add a
prayer that next year's meal
will be served in a new home.

USA TODAY
I1-2.H-93
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DATE November 24, 1993
TIME  7:00-8:00 PM
NETWORK PBS
PROGRAM The MacNell/Lehrer News Hour

JIM LEHRER, ¢o-anchor:

Now a lock at the recent southern California fires and their aftermath,
Insurance companies Feport an estimated total loss of $950 million. That loss

is only part of the story. Jeffrey Kaye of public station KCET Los Angeles
reports. .

JEFFREY KAYE reporting:

(Kaye reports on the Malibu fires and inteviews Joseph Edmiston of the Santa
Monica Mountain Conservancy.)

L L

KAYE: Edmiston is also concerned sbout tax money spent on firefighting and
on disaster relief operations such as the r Mana n

Mr. EDMISTON: In terms of the taxpayers, that's the real question. We're
- paying for this through our federal tax dollars and FEMA, through our state
tax dollars, all the overtime, the fire f ighters, the equipment lost, to say

nothing of potential lives lost. So, yes, the taxpayers do subsidize life out
here in the remote wilderness. C

(SUMMARY: Mr. Edmiston states that over 8 generation FEMA probably will pay
for burned-out houses two or three times over. It is suggested that, rather -
than have the federal governmeat pay people to rebuild in areas they shouldn't
rebuild, maybe the areas shovuld be turned into parks permanently.)
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RARTFORD COURANT
DATE: DEC 14, 1993

Prqposed insurance partnership
would assist disastet victms- -

o= | —" O iy e =
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1 Ka nt A1) er &1 - m D-Nﬂlwl'll. 3 Td-sm.ﬁ-;lﬁh.md
= , . L el orman Mineta, D-Calit. propoied’
% i X fﬁﬂ Cbld w.rv ’ . 3 N
©_ Dutag he gimml Sy S S g T eomgrsslont’ PEve
I_;hle.ta&d uwdearww what might happen in the . ;1‘;;‘. propased sct has a three-pronged
p n . . 2 o8 o
e oy g ol
. m tho o N gure there’s endu; mon
o nyreeshrtadto etk i OO e v

'3 a natural dlsnster, packing the destructive force. The legislation would ensure that propesty
gl & nuclear bomb, struck a major clty. Hurrlaane ' *  oumers have affordable e'ovense!brniturpll
"Andrew, with 143 NPFW“W"“MW _along with their standard insurance coverage.

K 'mamm%enkﬂnﬂydmm " o1t would Yequire states and communities to
:sgmhmpomonofﬂ-empmhmwnw " implament.and enforce better disaster planning

\nesses ruined, it sank 10 smail comr ~ -

“panies. Andrew’s final tab $16.3 - . and improve and enforce bullding codes.

. Andrew and Tnild - the hurricane. hit Ha- Ass Disaster Protection Act
wail's istand of Ksual - ded the alarm for 0 ryquld reduce the damageé ‘and expense résulting
“gurers;ald government tothe " from nonsrel dissters, Ralatively few commuities
.Munmmwwﬂ'ﬂmw“‘?' . pave sdopted:buiilding codes to minimize

‘Hoane O errase In the DUBBEr . cauad by wind, flood of earthquake — dnd &
gnd set of tropical storms to come. forcement i§ even rarer. ‘

Add to that the pulation alopg the According to tes; lozses trom Hur-
Aﬂmﬂcmdﬁu\fmmﬂﬂwﬂ“ml’“‘“m ﬂmm&wﬂdmmwwmw
for huroan and nongscaleul  porcent less with proper enfo of bullding
known In this cantury. ' codes. ‘ RS S

Here mm Y enarios to consider: A= . s} would estsblish & Catastrop fuodl. £-°

;ircw,-'h'nd' od just & few miles farther nOrth . a0 cod solely by insurance irg, Cirrent BRx: |

'Fla., the costof ding c3i)d have exceeded$30  pjeg from setting ‘ip catastop reserves that

tillipn. Estimated le losses from an €A™ . enuld over a period of years 1o p&Y
cantered along fault lines near Los, :

es
ors_aqhndnmmsahdwmmumon $60

3L, o we can't control Mother Nature, wg can
protect ourselves against financial .and physical
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Families Pour Out Praise

WO

~ For Flood Agencies

Victims: We =
Were Treated.
With Respect
noengs,, P

UNDREDS OF MILLIONS of
H dollars in aid have flowed to
flood victims in Missouri and
[llinols, enabling some to resume
tly normal lives and others to
keep their heads barely above water,
A sampling of flood families in this
area found few who reported that the
amount of aid had made them whale.

But many praised the gelief agencle
— including the federal governmen
and private chanties — lor toeir eif-

ciency, courtesy and humanity,

“ would say that these people
from the very beginning have treated
us with respect,” said Donna Robd-
erts, whose mobile home near Fen-
ton was invaded by the Meramec
River in June, *' honestly doa’t know
where we'd be without them.. ..
Some have gone way out of thelr way
to help us.”

Roy Doskal of West Alton sald his
family had benefited from aid from
the Red Cross, the Salvation Army,

the Federal Emergency Manage-
ency and private nyure
'lnnEc'e.""ﬁ's éen smooth a8 Silk as Iar

‘28 I'/0 concerned,” he said, -

He said FEMA had helped his fori-
ily in gettiif & mortgage ona new '
home on higher ground, atill in east-
ern St, Charles County.

“There’s a lot of red tape, and '
sometimes I got aggravated withit,
but it's got to be there,” Doskal said.
] 1ook at it like this: I lived in the
flood plain, I took the risk, and you
can’t expect it to be too easy. . . . My
experience was a lot better than

anema

..” The celief agencies bave defined
L d rollgs through previous di-

sasters and now aperate with little

overlap. .

First, The Red Cross

The first help a flood victim nor-
mally sees comes from the Red
Cross, which specializes in immediate
and short-term aid. :

_ The Red Cross sets up shelters

and feeding centers and distributes
cash vouchers for temporary hous-
ing, food, clothing, blankets and other
essential furnishings. It also provides
medical care, counseling, communi-
cations and assistance in guiding vic-
tims through the confusion of the
first days In 2 disaster.

For example, the Red Cross
tracked down Doskal's daughter,
Donata, 11, to deliver a package of
toys from a woman in New York who
had read about her loat doll collection
but knew of no address for the girl.

The Doskals spent a few days In
Red Cross shelters in July, and then
got about $1,000 in Red Cross vouch-
ers for clothing and to replace home
furnishings. ““It's not enough to re-
place what you lost, but it helps,”
Doskal said. )

The Red Cross estimates that it
has assisted 12,000 households af-
fected by the flood in eastern Miss-
ouri and Southern 1llinois.

Salvation Army’s Ald

The Salvation Army also provides
short-term feeding and shelter but
then settles in for the long haul. It - -
focuses on distributing goods and

services and coordinaing volunteer  —

. m. am ——

[
é l was beginning to
wonder whether there
was anybody In this
world that really gave a
damn... ¥y _ .

STEPHAN ROBERTS, haillng help
of the Salvation Army

efforts as well as providing cash
vouchers,

Caseworkers stick with families
and see that they get what they need
wh_ether it's cleanup supplies or a '

. holiday turkey. They watch out for
the family'q health and general wel.
fare and guide people through the
complex array of social service agen-
cles, sometimes providing no more
than 2 sympathetic ear when the lin-

tged'lng stress of the disaster takes jts
o 1]

For example, the Roberts family
succeeded in getting its mobile home
out of t}_:e water and parked on higher
ground in August, but last week faced
another evacuation because Jefferson
Cpungy inspectors found code viola-
tions in the trailer. :

The family called a Salvation Army
casewarker; Debbie Bolden, Within a
few days, she had found someone
who could tie down Lhe trailer ac-
cording to the county code and was
seeking a source of money for the
rest of the work,

"It Just seems like every time we
pick ourselves up, something else
knocks us down again,” said Donna
Roberts. “But Debbie gave us 2 little

.. bit of hope again,”

The Salvation Army also gave the
family vouchers for rent deposits and
utility hookups and has provided
clothing, baby shoes and formuls and
gasoline, Soon, the Robertses will

~ visit the agency’s Toy Town to pick

out Christmas gifts for their three
children — Eric, 7; Lance, 8, and -
Shelby, 1, = e
Three weeks before the flood, Ste- -
phan Roberts, the father of the fam-
ily, was injured in 3 motorcycle acci-
gient that cost him his construction
]:ﬂbl and more than §15,000 in madical
s. )

. " was beginning to wonder wheth-
er there was anybody in this world
that really gave a damn,” he said,
“T'll tell you one thing: When I get
back to work and get some spare
time, I'm going to volunteer for the



Distribution Of Flood Aid
AL O
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FEMA $118.6 mi. 8,759 (grants)
- 14,759 (hgsid)
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Red Cross St. Louist | Se5mi|  Si87mi| 12,000
Food, clothing, housing $6.4mi.: |
Home repalrs, furnishings : $32ml -
Shelters, mobile feedings . . $2.2 mi.M !
Parsonal services (mental health, nurse, sheker workers)  $4.3mi_ . ¢
Administrative costs ‘ ' $26mil. " °

Salvation Army, Midland?]_ S15.1mil.|  $4Smi { 10,000
Aid to familles (food, shelter, counsefing, cleanup) $3.9mn.".",
Aid to other regions oosuemi; .
Administrative costs $Smi -
Budgeted for tuture reliel $8.9mi.; =

‘Cumaative to Dec. 1; excludes $172.6 millon spent on Small Business Administratidn
Toans in Missour! and $83.6 mifion for the same In Binols. S

2¢umulative to late November; Red Cross supplemented monay collected in this region
with money from others, e

ICumulative to Nov. 20. i
' PostDispatch Chart

Salvation Army — no ifs, ands or tance, which has gone to 14,758
buta about it.” households in Missouri and 19,478 in
, }Theh S‘ai],v:'tilo; dAoromgo esmsi;l}at Ulnois. 3t
t has helped 10, use ts b
Midland Division — Missouri and gre TR O e o
Southern Dlincis — or about 90 per-  graag and assisting local gove:‘li"---";-
cent of all those affected by the food.  ments with infrastructure repaiéh':-
" Doskal said FEMA provided T40
FEMA Brings Cash housing checks wheo fis fami! 5;3«.
) displaced during the summer. ad .
Once the president has declareda  then helped arrange an SBA l03,.t0
disaster, FEMA comes on the scene  buy anew home. Soon, ex-
and then distributes cash grants for lore the FEMA buyout progriip for

repairs, reconstruction ntial s old home. o,
living costs. It is by far the biggest - Stephan Roberts said FEMA fips
provider of rellef dollars in the re- provided money toward the rent fbr

gion, including its coordination of his pad in the new mobile homé park
flood-related loans under the Small  and for materials to repair his {failer.
Business Administration. So far, he has used the money't9,.
The government already has in-. replace its door and windows and-(o
jected hundreds of millions of doflars  paint the exterior a bright white with
in Missourl and Ulinois, mostly in royal-blue trim. He still needs o a
SBA loans for homes and businesses. skirting and repalr and replace fiRdc-
Also, FEMA has awarded tens of ing, wall panels and ceilings. N
millions in grants. So far, that money *The FEMA people were fine," he
has come mainly under two pro- gaid. “They came down to McDop-
grams: Individual and Family Grants, ald'sin Amold, and the place was tall
a program that has assisted 8,759 of flood families, But in 10 minutes
households in Missouri and 7.8211n  We gave them all the information *
Tilinois, and Disaster Housing Assis- they needed and were on our way?’

. cEme— momem iem SA . "
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A proposal to merge the Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources
District and a Sarpy County farm group could result in major
improvement of a levee that broke last March under pressure from a
Platte River ice jam.

Under the plan, the West Sarpy County Drainage District would
merge with the NRD, which would then strengthen the district’s six
miles of dike along the Platte west of Gretna.

"It all would be similar to the Union Dike project up at
Valley," said Steve Oltmans, Papio-Missouri NRD general manager.

After a costly 1978 Platte flood, the Union drainage district
merged with the NRD, and a new Union Dike was built. It successfully
withstood the March flooding that topped, then broke, the West Sarpy
dike.

Drainage district officials said the board is divided on the
issue.

"I think sometimes I’m the only one for it," said Gretna-area
farmer Frank Cockerill, the district board chairman.

District members, totaling about 30, are concerned they may lose
both land and control of the district, said the vice chairman, Rich
Jansen. Jansen said the district also is interested in working with
the Army Corps of Engineers on a new study of the lower reaches of
the Platte and Elkhorn Rivers.

The corps’ Omaha district office said funds for such a study
have been requested.

The drainage district is made up of about 10,000 acres, mostly
farmland, along the Platte bottoms. It was formed in 1909 and built
six miles of dike along the east bank of the Platte.

At various times through the 1920s, about 23 miles of ditches
were added to drain the land.

The district would merge with the NRD, and members of the
drainage district would make up an advisory group on improving and
maintaining the dike and ditches.



Some current members, as youths, watched the building of the
dike, and other members are descendants of farmers who built it.

*We know it’s a hard decision for them to make," said Oltmans.
"But we think we made a good offer."

The district would continue to pay about what it now pays,
$20,000 a year, to maintain the dike and ditch.

*"With a flood now, we can spend that much in a month," said
Cockerill,

Oltmans said the NRD would apply for disaster funds to build up
the dike. He estimated that such a project would cost $1.5 million
to $2 million.

Oltmans said the district believes it can get up to 80 percent
of the funding from emergency flood spending.

"The dike itself wouldn’t cost the drainage district a dime,"
Oltmans said.

Today the dike protects more than farmland. When the Platte
went through it early in March, the waters began cutting a new
channel over the farmland.

Floodwater wiped out a U.S. Highway 6 bridge and damaged two
others and the Burlington Northern railroad tracks, Lincoln’s
city-owned water well fields and an Interstate 80 bridge.

Both Oltmans and district officials say the State of Nebraska,
the City of Lincoln and the railroad now should have interest in the
dike’s condition.

"We would go to them and expect some contribution to the
rehabilitation," said Oltmans. "But I don’t think they will talk to
us without a comprehensive plan."

He agreed that the members of the district would lose control.
"They’ve done some good things down there, but they wouldn’t be
calling the shots anymore."

The levee can’t be raised very much, Oltmans said, but the base
can be widened so that "even if it is topped, it won’t blow out.”

The dike blowout last March kept water running over farmland for more
than a month.

That is another problem for farmers, said Jansen of the drainage
district. The NRD plan would take more farmland.

The base of the dike now takes a 100-foot right of way, he said,
and "they want to take it out to 200 feet."

The Army Engineer study Jansen talks about hasn’t been approved
yet, said Ken Cooper, chief of the planning division of the Omaha
district office. Its completion probably would be two years away, he
said. '



The study request covers the Platte from Columbus to the
confluence with the Missouri River between Sarpy and Cass Counties;
parts of the Loup River, which flows into the Platte at Columbus; and
the Elkhorn River from Norfolk to its confluence with the Platte in
western Sarpy County - at the north end of the drainage district.

Cooper said the study would go over areas subject to floods and
what could be done in them. It also would consider environmental
impact of flood control projects.

Oltmans said the NRD would like to have a merger decision soon
because of the existence of the $8 billion in federal flood recovery
funds. About $18 million is available for disaster emergency
projects such as levee repair, he said.

In another flood matter, the NRD is expected to attend the Sarpy
County Board’s Tuesday meeting and discuss potential buyouts of homes
damaged by Missouri River floods south of Bellevue during the year.

Oltmans said the NRD is seeking about $3 million from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency to buy homes in the flood area.
The request must be made through a county or city, he said, so Sarpy
County would become a subgrantee.

About a third of the owners of 160 homes along the Missouri
south of Bellevue have indicated they wish to talk about selling out.
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Public health was never at risk and damage to the
environment was minimal from the Flood of ’93, according to
drinking water, public health and farming officials.

"We reaped the rewards of our investments in good drinking
water, safe disposal of sewage and food inspection,” said Mike
Williams, who oversees communicable disease control for the St.
Louis County Department of Health.

Williams expected to find parasites responsible for outbreaks
of diarrhea, or perhaps cases of waterborne Salmonella and
hepatitis A.

"] spent August and September hunting for anything and found
nothing," he said. "Everything worked _ the sewer and water and
food inspection systems. '

The primary skeptics of the flood’s negligible health and
environmental consequences were radio and television news
departments that had anticipated at least minimal health
consequences, officials said. -

"They were disappointed when I told them the health effects
were undetectable," he added, "There was a greater danger of
drowning or accidents."

Michael Tinkey, president of St. Louis County Water Co., said

~ one television station here canceled an interview with him after
Tinkey explained a flooded water intake station on the Missouri
River was not impacting the drinking supply one iota. '

"We had lots of problems due to the flood, but providing
quality drinking water was not one of them," Tinkey said.

Meanwhile the Monroe County Farm Bureau in Illinois said
farmers already were plowing some of the previously flooded 65,000
acres in that county.

As the metropolitan area struggles to rebuild from rushing
water that cost billions of dollars in lost property and lost
businesses, public health officials said they could not attribute
any outbreaks of disease to the flooding.

Other illnesses that could have been health problem were
nipped in the bud with a comparatively inexpensive $10 to $15
tetanus shot.



Even in Alton, where the Mississippi River knocked out the
Illinois-American Water Co. and left 75,000 homes without running
water, there were no reports of contaminated drinking water.

Tinkey also credited a heavy investment in pure drinking water
for keeping the area’s pipes running.

St. Louis County Water, a $60 million division of Continental
Water Co., is the largest water company in the state. It serves 1.2
million people and employs 565.

During summer months, the water company normally uses more
activated charcoal, the main chemical used to remove farm
pesticides atrazine and alachor from the water, according to Tinkey.

"This year (those chemicals) really hit us before the flood,"
he said.

When the flood actually hit, the normal range of impurities
removed by the water companies were greatly diluted.

Tinkey said a more difficult problem was boating people in and
out of its four water plant locations and repairing 100 feet of a
42-inch water main that washed out in Chesterfield.

The water company filters out much of the solid residue using
sand and a range of chemicals, primarily lime, chlorine, ferric
sulfate and carbon.

"We are way below all the criteria set by the EPA (the federal
Environmental Protection Agency)," he said. "We do over a 1,000
tests a day on the water. We need to know what’s in the water so we
can take it out."

This year’s chemical bill will be about $2.5 million, up from
$2.1 million in 1992. The higher costs come partially from price
increases and partially from pumping a larger volume of water this
year, Tinkey said _ not from flooding.

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources allowed water
trapped behind levees to be pumped into the main rivers, said John
Ford, an environmental specialist with the water pollution program
for the DNR. That increased the amount of chemical runoff from
farms, but water volumes were so high the chemicals were diluted.

"The EPA looked at 33 of the most common organic compounds _
fuel oil, benzine, PCBs _ and couldn’t find anything," Ford said.

The DNR collects its data from Kansas City, a federal water
quality checkpoint on the Missouri River at Hermann, and from the
St. Louis County Water Co.

Currently, the EPA allows the herbicide atrazine in levels of
three parts per billion. St. Louis County is nearly 10 times lower
than that standard, and it is the only farm chemical that shows up
in any trace amounts from the county tests.

In selected Nebraska and Kansas watersheds, atrazine runoff is
controlled, Ford said. In Missouri it is still voluntary.



But there are trade-offs, Ford said.

Atrazine is a highly effective herbicide, he said. but it
poses some cancer risks and brings increased costs to water
companies treat and remove the chemical from drinking supplies.

Tinkey said the cost of removing atrazine is comparatively
inexpensive.

"I’m more annoyed about the EPA making us test for a chemical
discharge that only comes from pineapple plantations," he said.

Those plantations are all in California and Hawaii. Photo by
Peter Newcomb place cutline here
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~ Agent Helps Keep Fire Victims

From Getting Burned by Builders" |

® Disaster: State investigator poses as a property owner to ferret
out unlicensed contractors operating in charred areas.

By MATHIS CHAZANOV
TIMES STAPF WRITER

Meel Agent 007, He doesn't bave a
license %o kill, but uniicensed coatractors
eould find themselves in jail if he calches
them in the act.

. His latest field of operations ls Malibu,
where fire-stricken homeowners are being .
romanced by dosens of unauthorised work-

ers_ eager for and reconstruction

ocean- view garage that lost (ts roof in the firex Only

"his car, a dusty, state-owned compact, did nol fit the

One progpect declined ta take the bait and drove
away. But with a little coaxing, Hitt got two unlicensed
opecralors o give him written esmales and accepl
$1,000 checks to start the demolition.

Then came the clincher. By the way, he asked, are
you licensed?

“Both claimed 0 have partners whose licenses were
up (o date, but that was the wrong answer. The law
requires that all partners be licensed. i

"thmyoug\mtryinxwmkemelook like &
bad guy? I'm not a bad guy,” sald'one suspecl,
Mehrded Shahafl of Malibu. “[ don't believe I've done

an A

“y;?nlum't do " Hit replied “We want you
either out of the business as unbicensed, or o gel a
license. That's the way it'sgot to be.”

Ritt handcuffed the suspects, read them their rights
and handed them over to Los Angeies County sherill's
depwuwmincinanmmrkedurdmuxemeet

A similar sting picked up five violators in the
fire-ravaged Laguna Beach area a few weeks ago.

“A lat of guys think they're just businessmen out lo
make a buck, but they don’: understand the gravity of

"
‘A lot of guys think they're just
businessmen out to make a buck, but
they dor’t understand the gravity of not
complying with the law,” .

DAN MITT
!

not complying with the law,” said Hite, one of three
peace officers on the stafl of the Contraclors State
License Board. . ) :

U_megulaud contraclors generally do not both
getting liability ‘insurance or workers’ compensation
coverage, he said, and homeowners have little recourse
if the workers abandon the job ar do shoddy work.

The agency was alerted to the situation by local
contractors who were upset by a rash of flyers and
newspaper advertisements offering cut-rate demoli-
tion and repafr in the weeks after the firestiorm that
clﬂnnd%ﬂlwmeshﬂaﬂbuandthemoundingm

“We call them carpetbaggers,” said Richard N.

zl:lermm, a member of the Malibu Assn. of Contrac-
8.

" “1 pay $2500 a month in Uability insurance ard
warkers’ comp comes (o around $2,000 . . . and I hate
to see someone go around and nickel-and-dime me out
of work and not have to pay that,” he said. -
. Up to one-third of the contractors who showed up a
community meetings held in the weeks after the fires
either listed fictitious license numbers or did nd
bother to clalm they were licensed, he said. .

Strangely enough, Hitt and his backup team of two
civilian depuly rvegistrars found themselves busgy
despite Malibu's decision earlier this month o have-a

Ventura company clear all the home sites that had not
been cleaned up yel. o ool

“Greed is the operating. motive,” said Dennis Bishap.
the license board’s superviging deputy for Southern

California. “Most of these guys want L bid on e

too.” . .

There are about 260,000 licensed contractors siate-
wt’lf and at least that many unregulated mavericks, he
With construction at a virtual halt, “you've got all
those people out there trying (0 make aliving the only

way they know how,” he said. .

Contracting without 4 license is normally a misde-
meanor, but if R happens in s disaster zone, violalors

:a‘%e“ugwthm!m-hpﬂnnMaﬁneolww
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Topanga Faces
Winter Challenge

Because of the tens of
thousands of tons of ash and
debris let behind in the
Topange Canyon Watershed
by the November 2 oid
Canyon Fire Topenga home-
owners and residents -
especially those in the Oid
Topanga and Pemwood
aress, face the potential for
catastrophic flooding this
winter. .

The time to act /s now, ssys
Topangsa/Las  Virgenes
AResource Conservation Dis-
trict consultant Rosl Dagh...

By Resl Dagit

PREVENTION MEASURRS

First, it will be crucial 10 beep wauch 0a (e
siream channels, calverts and of all
Kads o bs sure they do ot become clogged
with debris,

1n soms situations, dreina can be
byhﬂdh:nund-h;nn mm

hexp debris out while edill allowing water W
seep through. These must be bullt with care,
0 thet the dcficctod debris Is not put some-
where alse where it can do damage, liks your
neghbor’s garege or driveway.

Ummmdlhmdhunhn
problem, plesss call the appropriate agmcy
unmedistely. ,

CalTruns is rosponsible S Topsags

hour emergency sumber is 213-897-

3,

LA County i resposaidie foe Old Tt
Canyon Bivd. snd all side strests. Thels
bour emergency sumber b 810458 HELP.
During busioess hours, you can call 818-458-
4000. Another usefid mumber is 4569982,
Malibu Disaster Recovery.

mm sad Pacific Coust Hghwey..
038

Mesoeven_ 12/e- 12lis/q
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Rebuilding for the disabled

In Florids, Justice

he U.S. Justice DRSS

I Reoartment  THEADAIS THE LAW Ly e Poice
this reminder to build-  Troubleis,toomany  Department and the
e e i, Duildings in Florids have - Felb Jeich Tecr
natural . disssters; yettoprovideaccessfor o tne  hesring
Don’t forget that any the handlcapped. impaired, and the
new construction has - .Madison  County
to' comply with the 32.h Courthouse to make

Americans with Disabilitics Act. Flor-

ida, parts of which still are rebuildin
from the ravages of Pm%
and later a tormado, was nafur

among those targeted. ftrs a good thing.

Flof-ida ranks among the top ﬁv‘e
states in complaints about noncompli-
ancc with the ADA, That’s 8 worrisome
distinction — one that those who design
buildings and enforce the germltting
process must do more to shed.

President Bush signed the ADA into
law in 1990. It prohibits discrimination
against handicapped people in employ-
ment and in 80cess 10 public accommo-
dations such as hotels, restaurants, the-
aters, stores, and museums. It’s
considered the most sweeping civil
rights legislation in decades.

Now it is up to communities not only
10 ensure compliance, but to find the
best way of doing so. The ADA provides
the guidclines; localities must exccute
them. No doubt court rulings will
expand or constrict the ADA. The Jus-
tice Dcpartment rightly is intent on
ensuring compliance with the law's

20035-6738.

modifications for wheelchair access.
Besides governing new construction, the
ADA requires existing buildings to use
all reasonable means to remove struc-
tural barriers.

Though the Justice Department prop-
erly considers negotiation tbe easiest
route to compliance, it' warns that
tougher measures are at the rcady.
Those include fines, consent decroes
and litigation against businesses and
governments that show a pattern of dis-
crimination against the disabled.

No disabled person who is denied
access and accommodation should hesi-
tato to file a complaint. Such complaints
have propelled Florida among the states
with the most catching up to do. Height-
ened federal and state action now could
wipe out that sorry distinction before
the courts are compelled to take over.

@ To file an ADA complaint, write to
the Public Access Section, Civil Riglm
Division, U.S. Department of Justice,
P.O. Box 66738, Washington, D.C.'

4

broad components. .
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Fort Worth

The Fort Worth District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, is
beginning studies of flood hazard areas in Parker County.

*  The studies are being done for the Federal Emergency Management
Agency and will be turned over to the agency by August. The purpose
is to identify flood hazard areas for the Clear Fork of the Trinity
River.

Parker County will use flood-elevation data from the studies to
carry out flood plain management objectives of the National Flood
Insurance Program. The data will also be used to determine
appropriate flood insurance premium rates.

Interested people may send information about local flood hazards
to Bill Black, Fort Worth District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
ATTN:CESWF-PL-FM, Box 17300, Fort Worth, TX., 76102-0300.
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The federal government has issued a stern warning to cities and
counties along the Trinity River: Cooperate in helping flood
control or face the wrath of Uncle Sam.

In a recent letter, the district engineer of the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers warned that six cities and three counties in the
Dallas-Fort Worth area stand to lose federal funds if they don’t
join a regional plan aimed at better controlling development along
the Trinity. :

Col. Joseph G. Graf, district engineer for the corps’ Fort Worth
district, said last summer’s Mississippi River flooding "is a
real-life example" of the devastation that could occur if current
development trends continue along the Trinity.

His Nov. 24 letter comes two months after The Dallas Morning
News reported that decades of explosive urban development and poor
flood control maintenance have doubled the danger that a
catastrophic flood could break the Trinity River levee systems
protecting Dallas and Fort Worth.

Col. Graf said cities that don’t adopt the Trinity "corridor
development certificate” process by Jan. 28 risk losing millions of
dollars in federal aid while facing stricter controls on new
development.

The six cities are Arlington, Carrollton, Coppell, Fort Worth,
Grand Prairie and Lewisville. The three counties are Dallas, Denton
and Tarrant.

The program is aimed at scrutinizing proposed development along
the river for its flood control impact. As an urban river, the
Trinity essentially acts as a huge drain during storms, emptying a
metropolitan area consisting of 4.2 million people - the nation’s
ninth-largest.

Since 1980, thousands of acres of once-pristine Trinity
floodplain - land needed to soak up rain during heavy storms - have
been turned into water-repellent concrete plains because of new
development.



The result: Millions of gallons of water once stored in
floodplain areas now pour into the Trinity during storms, causing
damaging floods in downstream cities.

Local cities control most development through floodplain
ordinances. But there was no regional process in place to measure
the cumulative impact of all the new development until 1990, when
the review process was established.

"The flooding along the Mississippi River this year in the
Midwest is a real-life example of the disastrous impacts that may
occur if a radical reduction in valley storage is allowed as a
byproduct of development in the floodplain, including construction
of a hodgepodge of levees," Col. Graf wrote.

Dallas stands to lose the most in the event of a so-called
standard project flood - the worst flood likely to occur along the
Trinity.

Such a flood would topple levees protecting downtown Dallas,
Waest Dallas and the Stemmons Freeway corridor, according to corps
projections.

In the event of a levee failure in Dallas, about 13 square miles
- an area eight times the size of White Rock Lake - could be
swamped by severely polluted floodwaters. Such a flood would
endanger $13.4 billion in property - one-third of the city’s tax
base. Loss of life from such a flood is unpredictable, but the toll
would be at least in the dozens, officials say.

Consequently, applying common criteria to new development along
the Trinity through the certification process is "essential” to the
region’s future, Col. Graf said.

He noted that even though the process has been around for three
years, only three cities - Dallas, Irving and Farmers Branch - have
adopted it. _

But some of the other cities and counties are moving quickly to
adopt the review process. The Coppell City Council is scheduled to
consider the matter Tuesday . Denton County commissioners have
instructed their staff to put the plan formally on their agenda.

Other cities and counties have either been briefed by planners
from the North Central Texas Council of Governments on the review
process or have briefings scheduled for early January. The council
is the metropolitan planning organization for the Dallas-Fort Worth
area and coordinator for Trinity River planning.

John Promise, director of environmental resources for the
council of governments, said the agency is convening a meeting of
city managers from affected cities in early January to discuss the
review process.

Carrollton City Manager Dan Johnson said his city is supportive

of the review process.



"We are committed to ratify and become part of that regional
process,” he said. "There are some questions about logistics and
mechanics, and we are concerned about some prerogatives of a
home-rule city like Carroliton. But we want to be a good peighbor."

Dallas County Judge Lee Jackson said county commissioners will
be briefed on the process in January.

"I do expect Dallas County will do our part in any regional
effort,” he said.

The entire region faces more stringent federal regulations on
floodplain development unless all cities and counties adopt the
review process, Col. Graf said.

However, the six cities and three counties could face additional
adverse consequences, he said. Among them:

* Possible loss of federal funding for future flood-control
projects. Local governments that participate will be ranked higher
for federal aid than those that don’t, he said. The corps is
spending about $10 million this fiscal year on flood-control
projects in the metropolitan area, said spokesman Ron Ruffennach.

* Stricter and more expensive controls on new developments that
seek to build in or near the floodplain. The corps must issue
permits for projects that result in depositing dredged and fill
material in rivers and wetlands.

Col. Graf set no deadline in his letter to the North Central
Texas Council of Governments.

But Jan. 28 is the deadline set by council planners. The
planners say they need to know by then which cities and counties
will participate so they can calibrate computer models aimed at
determining the feasibility of flood control projects now under
study by the corps.

The corps is conducting a massive five-year, $8 million study on
the Trinity that focuses on reducing flood risks. The study is due
to be completed in 1995.
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If you’re buying a house in Roanoke and want to buy flood
insurance, you can’t.

Roanoke has been suspended from the national flood insurance

* program by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, or FEMA, which
says that the city failed to meet an Oct. 15 deadline for revising
its flood-plain regulations.

As a result, no building owner in Roanoke will be able to
purchase a flood insurance policy or renew an existing policy.

City officials said the suspension apparently was triggered by
a misunderstanding of the documents they have submitted to the
federal agency to show what the city has done.

They expect the city to be quickly reinstated once FEMA
understands that the requested changes have been made.

"This seems to be a case of some federal bureaucrats not
understanding how local government works," said City Attorney
Wilburn Dibling.

"We have sent them everything they need, and we have explained
in detail what we have done," Dibling said.

But Etta Sims, a community planner with FEMA, said Monday she
has not received a certified or final copy of the city’s changes.

Under the flood-insurance program, localities are required to
make periodic changes in flood-plain regulations to help reduce
flood damages.

The changes involve zoning and restrictions on development in
the flood plain. The city has no objection to the changes, approved
in October.

But Sims said she has not received the final documents.

"I received the draft documents, and they seemed OK, but I
don’t have anything final," she said. "They haven’t submitted it in
the proper format."

John Marlles, chief of community planning for the city, said
there have been several pieces of correspondence with Sims about
the issue.



"She wanted to know when the ordinance would take effect. Our
ordinances take effect 10 days after they are passed, unless a date
is specified,” Marlles said. "She thought there should be a date in
it."

The suspension does not affect property owners whose flood
insurance does not come up for renewal during the period while the
city is suspended, Sims said.

"We will reinstate their eligibility once we have an adopted
ordinance or a certified copy," Sims said.
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Emergency shelter will remain open
* OXNARD - With the help of $43,520 in Federal Emergency
Management Administration money, the Emergency Warming Shelter at the
National Guard Armory will begin operating nightly Wednesday,
regardless of the weather, according to the Ventura County Chapter of
the American Red Cross.

The shelter at 351 S. K St., operated by the Red Cross under
contract with the county, has been operating only on nights when the
temperature dipped below 40 degrees or when a 50 percent or more
chance of rain was forecast and the temperature was below 50 degrees.
With the extra funding, the seasonal shelter will be open nightly
from 7 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. until March 15.

The Red Cross contracts with Turning Point Foundation to provide
round-trip van transportation from Ventura to the shelter. The van
arrives at the parking lot beside the West Main Street Bridge at the
Ventura River and at Plaza Park across from the Post Office every day
at 6:15 p.m.
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A Chadron contractor has been chosen to build the Crawford
Community Building, which will replace the Crawford park pavilion,
destroyed in a May 1991 flood.

The building is expected to cost $246,000.

Mayor Robert Scoggan said construction will begin as soon as
final federal approval is received on the city’s contract with Fuller
Construction.

* The Federal Emergency Management Agency is funding 75 percent of
the project, with the city paying the rest, Scoggan said.
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Ghost Towns:

Comm

By Mérgaret Gllleiman ﬂ' 1 homes of her neighbars, The waters

Of the Paxt-Dispaich Stait turned the comniunity topsy-turvy,
ARIAN Bartholomew’s and little has changad sinee,

Mprlzed orgap — 3 Yamaha {ragments ¢f residents’ Eves
with & double keyboard — — 3 television turned on its side,

Hes'silent naw, frozen in mud and windows blasted out by the force of

snow, its pedals covered with water, family photographs — are

kices. : scattered alang the creek banks.

A lew feet away, a stack of white

ching dishes leans againsta cottor- | Reslidents Pray For Buyouts

wo?;e t;ee. A zairr r Enbshnttered .

on razen dirt. Neacby, the <While a few hexrty souls to

turquoise Otter Creek gurgles on, make a new atart i;t,r'he newh;pe:z

oblivioug, stitl swollen lika a river,
- This once was Nutwood, IIl., a
fares community of about 100 that
had one country grocery and one
maln street, Today, it's nearly a
ghost town, thanks to a series of
- events last summer.

Fizrat came the flood, thon afre
and a lightning strike, an (henl a
termado — all in two or theoo days.

Most tesidents have fled to Flel-
don, about five miles northeusst, or
to ather commuynities. For months,
they've waited for rovernment

0 they cATTTYArt FeBuld-
ing thetr lives,

Bartholomew, 71, used to play
“old-time music” on her beloved
organ at Christmas, with hee fam-
Dy gathered around her in the solid
ald housa with knotty pine walls
and  blge stone front porch.

slx months ago, Otter Creek
rosa over its banks, Oa July 18, the
Dtinols River a mile awey crashad
throu& Nutwood’s levee, ralled
OVE Lhé Nighgreea corn and into
‘Bartholomew’s home and (he
See TOWNS, Poge 8

back la Nutwaod, many former resi-
dents pray for federal buyouts,

Richard Allen, the Jersey County
board chairman, says most residents
want to be bought out so they can
resettle on hgher land

The federal goverument “says it's
a glow procegs, That's the under- .
galement of the year,” Allen says.

To Allen’s knowledge. no ona in
Nutwood has gotten s check: many
residents are living with relatives
throughout Southern [linois,

“They're al] up in the alr, Every-
Body is. Nobody's seen a check yet.
Your life [s a mess,”

Allen says other residents in towa
whose Lonies weren't 3o severely
damaged also want to be bought out.

They worry “there won't be
anough people 10 suppart the water
system and streets,” Allen says.

N ‘;lx;aopdreltfy much dmc;md in the

Viwood, it's prelty much gane,
Wwater and mng 4 :
it,” Alen says.

s tore the heck out of __

nities Fight For Life

. —— e et

‘Nutwood Went To Pieces’

fq::ol;s:inﬂm' Ou‘e{ Creek turas
ty « Against the white snow, it
k'n!a liken rfl:bon on 3 holiday pife,
This winter, there"s hardly anyone
there to admire It.

Even though Marian Bartholomew
angd ber daughters haven't got any

ledernl Rand men t, they have
reseltled. So_ml‘unzeg. they revisit

the cuins of teir old homes, where
trash fires rise up from the rubble of
the old neighborhaod.

“Nutwood went to picces,” said
Mary Robinson, 42, one of the daygh-
ters. “It loaks like g bomb hit jr.”

Robinson will never forget the si-
rens soundigﬁ whea the levee droke.
“You felt a chill and then everyone
fell silent, And then it was chags and
crying.

““This ane beatus, It physically
beat us ~ but riot spirievally. We
love the aras just the same.”

Rabinson moved with her mothesr
and her daughter across Route 100,
in 3 home restled ina valley in the
relling hills that overlook the fertile
plains. Her sisters and other family
members alao moved nearcby.

“You could never pry me away
Irom these hills,” Robinson 8ays.

Says her mother, Marian Bartholo-
mew: “T'm stlll whete I can loak st
the creek, but it would take 40 more
foot of wutcr to get to me"” next time.
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Crop Aid Got Dusting Of Politics

Ad ] . . ™
ministration
By William H. Freivegel
snd Louls J. Rose
Of the Poot-Dispatch Stafi ﬁ \
® 1993, 8L Lauls Post-Dispateh
LA_ST QF A SER[E§

IKE A magician pulling a rabbit from a

bat, Sen. Tam Hatkin of lowa rose on

the Senate floor on Aug. 4 and held
aloft a decisive, 11th<hour letter from Presi.
deat Bill Clinton's administration.

The letter lent administratioh support ta

an extra 81 billion in crop disaster payments
for Midwestezn farmers. Hours of debate

—

— o E——. ey e twpe— W Sm T A .

Was Careful To

+ M Brodd Coverageé: Congress iriy . *
g 65, 1.200.unéh of orbps.” 14A'- .
- wLegal Finagliog Blgtomere. - -

o AR paymefit éeings. . '14A

E

Do
"
- >

t. v - .
abruptly ended; the aid passed.

Two days later, in what appeared to be an
unrelated event, Harkin provided a crucial
vote in favor of Cliolon’s controvessial bud-
get bill, '

The twa events turncd out to have an )

Cultivate Votes

imparlant link, say officialz in the exccutive
branch and Congress. Because Harkin’s
vote wn$ pivotal in the 51-50 budget vote,
the lowa Democrat was able to persuade the
administration Lo support the bill douhling

disaster yments,
That incresse in aid for Midwest farmurs

was the most expensive of three politically
sensitive decislans by the Clintan adminis.
tration in 1993 that pumped an extra $1.5
billion into federal farm assistaace — most
of it to aid flood victims.

The other two declsions were

unprecedented:

| — - —



N Under ﬂmun&om Sen. Don-
ald W, Riegle Jr., D-Mich,, and other
Michigan pofiticians, Agriculture

retacy Mike Bspy agreed'to Jet
i ste;payments for

iwith a0 prevision for the quality.

L ® Under Eressuxe from Harkin
nd others, Bspy extended 3 deddlina
to let farmiers put their flond-dam-
ged fislds into @ government pro-
gram thit promised a higher govern-
ent gubsidy, :
! Herc are the atories of those three
declsions, a3 told by those involved g
Capitol Hill anS'the :
Inistration,

i Quality Payments

| Whan 1098 began, §400 million in
unused disaater funds was gvailable
m past disagter legislation. It
idn't stay unused forlong. . .

Riegle and other éhal'fan politi- -
ans had already be eir effort
0 tap inta these fundy'io help Michi-
igan {armers who had poorquality .
orn harvests in 1992, Too fauch rain
too little heat resulted in a crop
t grew but never matured.

',- Riegle had tried unsuccessfully to
) rsuad:hme Bush admir;i]s.u'aum to |
Pefl up the money fo quality pay-
ents. When Clinton came into of-
ce, Ridgle tried anew with Espy.

In March, Espy met in Washington
ith Riegle, Rep. John Dingel, D-
ich., and other Michigan Demeo-
at3, Espy promptly visited Michi.
km {arms and dnnounced in early
pril that he would permit disaster o F
payments for poor-quality corn,

t the disaster program
| sed fer palitical iafluence,

Soon, members of the powerfyl
"l‘exas congressional delegation were
complaining that their farmers had
sullered a poar cotton erop. ’

In ragponse, the program was

roadened natfonwide, expanded to
hest and cotton and extended back
o the 1890-92 crop years. As a re-
It, some Midwestern farmers, like
hase in St. Charles County, were
. pble to apply for flood disaster pay-
nts and drought disaster pay-
ents at the sane time this fall —
flood payments for 1993 and drought

LY

Espy’s decision was not unjversally : :
popular on Capitol Hill, At a hearin -
b

wasoftej .

F

A spokesman for Espy defended 2
dedision, saying the Michigan
Lo had been almost worthless,
Among the Clinton administra.
kion"s three costly decisions in 1993,
this oae was the most roundly critl-
tized in Washington, A veteran agri-

fratic side of the aidle was stunned,

le-'_annm can always argue that g

18 poor quality,” be sajd. “Bven
te congressional people pushing
ot it were flabbergasted, They
Ehought they would go through the
tions and Espy would sy no. Now
barn door is open, and those cows
!hf out of the barn,”

Doubling Payments

Eulture staff member o the Demo- .

Bond, R-Mo., led 3 bipartisan ef.
ort to return to the 42-cen

yment. ’ . !
. Sen, Robert C, Byrd, D-W.Va,, the
. powerful chairman of the Senate Ap-
- propriations Committee, blocked the

Harkin-Bond

proposal, based on the

. " jidministration’s position.

On Aug. 4 the Senate met to de-

te the issue,

As the dedate droned, Harkin

ade a series of phone calls to admin-
stration officials, lobbying hard for
uppart, '

At the same time, the administra.

» Bob Kerrey, D-Neb., remarked | - }9% Was trying to shore up its sup-

porters {or the approaching vote on a
’r more Important measure for the
president — the Clinton.budget.
Clinton could not afford a eingle de-
Jectlon on his bill, which was the

fenterpiece of his first elght months
n office. '

——— —————— ..

rkin’s vote on the budget in decid-

how to respond to his pleas on the
od hill. A etaff member for Harkin,
o asked not to be identified, gaid

Sources in the executive branch
" Bay sdministration officizls had to
4 Hinto account the importance of
a
g
o
h

h

£on E, Panetta, director of the Of.

ice of Managefent and Budget.
The letter pulled the rug from un-
r Byrd, who later complained of

having been “whipsawed™- by the

-
————= -
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adminlstration,

The budget office did not respond
to inquiries. Keith Collina, an acting
mssistant secretary at the Agricultyre
Department, said he did not know of
& deal between Harkin and the admin-
Istration but could not ryle jt out.
Collins suggested that the Sepate
Vote was also influenced by figures
showing that a significant number of
farmers wauld go broke at the lower
reimbursement rate.

The 0/92 Program

The ink was hardly dry on the $5,7
billion disaster bill before Harkin and
other senstors from flood states per-
suaded Espy to give farmers another
break. Later in August, Espy waived

a crucial deadline ta lét mare farmers -

put their land in a government pro-
grarm that promised a higher pay-
ment — the so-celled 0/92 program.

Herkin
The rules for figuring government

payments to farmers are acarly Inde-
cipherable, involving such terms as
ylelds, set-asides, target prices, mar-
ket prices, eligible acres, flex acres,

deficicncy payments.

The government scts 3 target
price that it will guarantee to farmers

Bond

‘who take part in the price-support
' program by setting aside a portion of

their land from production. Then the
government predicts what the mar-

ot e

" ket price of the crop is likely to be.

The difference between the targat
prics and the market price is the
predicted amount of the governinent
payment to the farmer. It is called
the deficiency payment.

Most farmers get part of their defj-
ciency payment upfront to buy seed,
chemicals 3nd fertilizer for planting.
They get the rest aftey marketing the
ml

The 0/92 program lets farmers of
whest and feod grains hold their land
out of production and still get 92
percent of the deficiency payment
they would have gotten for planting
the land,-

Normally, the deadline for getting
into the program is in July. But, at the
urging of Harkin and others, Espy
delayed it to Sept. 17, As thar date
approached, many Midwestern farm-
ers sloshed around their wet fields to
decide whether to chance the harveut

."‘

.
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‘.‘ Even some congressional People pushing for It
were flabbergasted. They theught they would go
through the motions and Espy would 8ay no. Now
the barn door is open, and those cows are out of the

barn.Yy

| VETERAN AGRICULTURE STAFF MEMBER

or to plow it under as the 0/92 pro- .
gram required. Most farmers i St.
¥ 2rles County put their geres in

l' . .

That was a good decizion. The low
supply of corn has pushed the price
above the market price that the gov-
érnment had predicted in 5 the
delidency payment. Because the dif-
ference between the target price and
market price is much less than ex-
pected, the defiéiency payment for

farmera harvesting their crop is
rauch less, et :
Many farmers who stuck with their
CT6ps now have to ret{temd part oéotl;c
clency payment y got apfront,
farm communities have been
calling for the Agricnlture Depart-
Mment to forgive these ‘debts, some-
thing it cannot do under law,

.-, The edst of allowing the flooded

farmers into the 0/92 Program will
not be known far several manths,
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As burned-out canyon dwellers brace for winter Storms,
firefighting officials continue to add up the cost of fighting
October and November’s firestorms — a bill that has reached an
estimated $68 million thus far.

While that’s a hefty price tag, the final total is unlikely to
set any records, federal, state and local officials say.

For example, the California Department of Forestry ran up what
may be the largest bill for any single agency -- an estimated $40
million to fight fires that burned almost 200,000 acres in six
counties. '

"Yeah, it’s a lot, but compare it to last year: in 1992-93, we
had emergency expenditures that totaled over $80 million because of
the fires we had in the Redding area and in Calaveras County," said
Kay Fagunes, CDF budget officer.

Part of this year’s overtime, equipment and other costs will be
paid from the department’s emergency suppression fund, an annual
budget allocation that this year totals $30 million, Faganes said.

Most firefighting agencies, including CDF, already have been

* partially reimbursed for their costs by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, which ultimately will pay 75 percent of what are
referred to as "extraordinary" costs, officials said.

Each agency became eligible for reimbursement on Oct. 26, when
President Clinton declared a state of emergency, said FEMA spokesman
Alex Newton.

On Nov. 3, as an army of 6,100 firefighters fought the still
out-of-control Topanga-Malibu fire, FEMA officials announced that $15
million would be advanced to help pay the cost of fighting the brush
fires.

Many firefighting officials expressed surprise at how quickly
checks were issued by FEMA -- in some cases within days of the
initial application.



"We prepared our estimate on Nov. 8, and they cut us a check on
Nov. 12," said Clare Sletter, assistant chief for financial
management with the Los Angeles County Fire Department. "FEMA was
very responsive in this disaster."

Stung by critics who blasted FEMA'’s response to previous
disasters as slow and burdened with red tape, agency officials have
made an extra effort to speed up the entire process, Newton said.

"Everybody’s saying, ‘This really is a new FEMA, they really are
trying to cut red tape and get checks into the hands of people who
really need them,’ " he said.

Since fire agencies still are adding up their costs and FEMA
audits have yet to be performed, exactly how much the federal
government will pay and how much of the cost local agencies will have
to absorb is unclear.
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Public-housing repairs inch forward

By CHARISSEL.GRANT _
Heraid Stalf Writer

After enduring 1S months of trailer-
home Jiving following. Hucricane Andrew,
Sharon Henderson was U and her
four children could finally move back to
their South Dade public housing apart-
-ment: No more squeezing into the cramped
beds, tiny bathroom and miniature living

room.
“That first night back, 1 ran 8 hot tub
and just sat there for aw!\ilc.“ said Hender-

o | e — e " o @—

son, whose Modello.apartment is one of the
44 finished at the 120-unit complex in
South Dade, -~ X

But Henderson is among the lucky ones.

“We're staying in these trailers for two
Christmases,” said Regina Ross, who along
with her two chitdren will likely be in their
trailer at least another month. She's {urious
tbat her landlord — Dade County — hasn’t

. finished work by now on'the 30 towrthouses

at Wayside Cardens, where: she lived

before the storm. “It's 2 shame.”All this

money and we're still out here.”
Charsi Jackson, 52, is in the same spot,

QM\MM



: When emergency contracts for Crippling delays

116 units amuhsl‘anﬂpl:ﬁnheo%ghc $28.6 million were issucd ‘l'ol Besause asbestos was found a1
development where she liveq October 1992, the intent was ' 1wo of Sauth Dade’s largest pro-
before the hurricanc is finished: fost-track the work It hésn jects, which tatal about 300

o Ul deal with it because | don't worked oct that way. - |y Units, thesc apartmeats are ot

caused
bave any choice,” Slowdowns were cause % opn .
. . everything from thc..dl'sc?v_ery;_ ut Mays Village should be
m;r:te E;'dr!gs;;,’:?;‘,’,} Dé?g:’ “g.?“o’ 10 delavs, in le.!.ﬂﬂf‘ bome (o 184 famlil!liaé by now, A
a

reparrsPent,  as  finisked * bullding permits & deoinEe v St foads: “Sepdton oDroleet

repairs on only oncsthird of  the quality of kitchen-cabinets; o "

about 920 units al the worst-hit .ogc contractor complaimed to "3'«‘0’2#2&'{ 994.
devclopments for, Which 1the - Ligle HUD Id I August letter Ty January date is already six
agsacy wssucd  ‘‘emergen that the agency was putting plans o onrte later than HUD stared in
1epair contracts in October 1992, through so many rounds of s “emergency” repair contract.

Willa Walker and her husband, approvals and r¢jections that “it

Johnnie GrifTia, waited out the wayld seem the intent:of the oW Projections hold up, the
reaovations to their two-bed- &Tgmnucy) agreement bhas been S‘f.‘,‘,‘, 11,2 t%?&?‘:ﬁ.;ﬁ';,‘,:;

room Southridge townhouse st a h . !
. final work will go on unti] A nil,
2&2::;‘""2:3: g::: for the b Bere agrecs '“bf.’d‘ax!; bave” “Ressirg 1o the 116 fanp-nily
‘“We had one 'il“é i'o‘om and a :ﬂ run:.‘tol?‘h- t v %Qtes apartments a..! Nmm. are even
© bedroom,” said Walker, 49, ~we 'hat '!12:51 them have “'} further behind. The asbestos
didn’t have a kitchen They had “;‘a‘:"?' "..“"‘;"'.’ the scale o ~cleanup was finished just fast
little hot plate s o™ the "““i"ﬂ. ;"’!‘*‘d 10 €OM- month. As with Mays Village, the
Griffin’s health is not very Pfft“ something that is vety difTi- first hapdful_ofapanments_won‘t
£90d, and it was rough having o\ 10 OMPrEsS,” he said. be ready until the end of January.
travel eight floors every timehe . AIPSIOs caused the biggest Torosy ones aren’t due for com- |
wanted (5 80 outeice ’ single problem. The substance pletion until June. ' )
-Naw I can walk right qutithe  ageescq docades ago in the " The damage at Naranja was a
dooe-into my yard asain 4id floors and ceilings of Little HU? double blow for Little HUD. As
Gritin 63 XI doc 'bothcr apartments. It normally wouldn't part of an effort 10-upgrade pub-
nobody 813 nobody bothers . S3US Major probloms, but when e housms thrsughout Dade, the
e 5, . the hurricane rigped dpart o - agemcy ha recently. finished ren- |
"1 ' manybuildings, it also stirred up ovating one-third of the aparn.
FEMA iifts trailer deadline % the asb;;los, h\:gio_:h cahl cause gluetn'ts lherahapii t“',,f"“,f"“""f
ogres n cancer if breathed into the lungs. © overhaul the rest — jus
Li&ﬂh‘ﬁ)‘&gws tﬁa?re?ar:nr{su 3}--. . Removing the asbestos, found  before Andrew, struck,
about 300 units have roturned., it Nearly cvery project, stalled : The same $hing happened at
home. Tenpants waiting for . Work for up 10 six months. Modeclio, where two-thirds of the
ancther. 340 apartments are sl . Repaits on the 30 townhouscs 120 apartments had undergonc
living in federal traijers or other at Wayside Gardens st South- complete renovations. A St mil
housing they found after the West 160th-Avenue and 290th  lion contract to finish the other
starm. _ Street weré sipposed to be done  units Bad been-issued just before
Some othcr f(cnants have DY the end of August, Bythetime -the hurricane, bu work had not
desided not 1o return to public the deadiine arrived, the contrac. . raned. Littie HUD had to dou-
housin tor was still waiting for 8 building :ble the budget 1o pay for the
it

permit. . . . ‘additional damage. -
totended to have all the trajler’ there. trying to push drawings ms, ‘Jn:‘tm sx@:v:x;.e coming home

through the bottlenecks ™ said.
i‘.—‘.’;m mlyoﬂ}gb tﬁ:??:a . Richard Polemeni, the project “ Cynthia Greene and her four

line. . manager for Harrison Construe-  kids returned to Moody Village
“We will be here as long as tion. Between asbestas_removal - from Fort Lauderdale, where she
there is a necd.” said A and problems with roofing work moved because she-couldn't find
spokesman Russ Edmonston, . done by a previous contractor, housing in Dade she eoyld
Littie HUD' Director Greg - . Tt ewe—  ofTord. She's gratefil to be settled
Byme pledged last week that comstruction didn't cven-stan .2%in-.but_savs_geven sfipr 1§
$nough renavations will be fin -until October. T L y
i b{ the end of Februaryto * Despite Byrme's pledge (o have
mave all the residents back into;, 8l work'done by the end of Feb. .
publie housing, although somc'.rulry. it miy take longer, Pole.
fidy nok get the same apartment * ‘meni said. D -
they had before the storm, . - “We want Lo get out of thers 35
“Over the next two months,. soon as possible,” he - said.
every single person that was dis. “We're Jooking at probably rcat.
placed will be back in a unit," he ;_stlllcally sometime in April, hope- :
 fully >
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Gov. Lawton Chiles wunts the nation’s governors to push for a
federal catastrophe fund, which he says is needed to protect
taxpayers from paying the price of cleauing up natural disasters.

The issue will be one of Chiles’ top two or three concerns at
the National Governors Association mecting this month in
Washington, spokeswoman Jo Miglino said Thursday.

Florida had the nation’s most expensive natural disaster -
Hurricane Andrew, which left $16 billion in insured losses when it
hit the Miami area in August 1992.

But it could have been worse, Chiles wrote last week in a
letter to other governors.

"If Andrew had struck 20 miles further north, through the heart
of Miami, losses easily could have exceeded $50 billion," he wrote.

The insurance industry announced plans o cancel more than
700,000 homeowners’ policies, saying it could not absorb similar
losses from another disaster and stay solvent.

The state responded with a moratorium to prevent the
cancellations and then passed reforms, including a state
catastrophe fund to help insurcrs survive disasters such as Andrew.

"Natural disasters are clearly not a problem unique to
Florida," Chiles wrote. "Taking into account the potential for
earthquakes, tornadoes, hurricanes and floods, all states have some
level of risk."

He cited worst-case scenarios ranging from a $26 billion
hurricane in New Orleans to an $84 billion earthquake in San
Francisco.

"Clearly the insurance industry of a single state or even the
government of a single state cannot provide protection for losses
of this magnitude," Chiles wrote. "Federal taxpayers are inevitably
called upon to bear a portion of the costs of natural disasters."

He suggested a federal reinsurance fund as one way of
minimizing the burden on taxpayers and urged the other governors to
support legislation sponsored in Congress.



The fund would accumulate over several years and pay a fraction
of claims in major disasters. The idea is to avoid crippling
insurers hit with big losses.

In July 1992, a study by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency concluded the national economy and the insurance industry
would survive a catastrophic earthquake, but damage of $40 billion
could send some insurance companies into bankruptcy. '

The study undercut claims by some industry trade groups that an
earthquake calamity could weaken the industry so severely that it
could not sell new policies to cover homes, automobiles or
businesses.

Insurers have used the argument to support legislation that
would set up a federal reinsurance fund to cover quake losses if
damage exceeds the industry’s ability to pay policyholders, said
Gary Johoson, head of FEMA’s earthquake and natural hazards office
in Washington.

Insurance companies would pay premiums to the federal fund.

The report said there was not enough information now to
determine whether such a program is justified.
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An aftershock to September earthquakes rumbled through this
Southern Oregon city Friday morning, hitting 4.2 on the Richter
scale. No damage or injuries werc reported, but the quake adds to
pervasive insecurity.

There have been hundreds of aftershocks since twin earthquakes

- rocked the area Sept. 20, but most have been too weak to be
noticed. On Dec. 4, however, an earthquake that registered between
4.9 and 5.1 on the Richter scale did light damage to some buildings
and rattled nervcs.

"A lot of the people feel frustration," said Ed Dolan, director
of Klamath County Emergency Services. "You get over fire and
hurricanes, but you don’t get over earthquakes because they keep
coming back to bite you."

Friday’s quake rattled windows and widened a few cracks. It

- occurred at 10:09 a.m. and was centered about 15 miles northwest of
the city, the same area as the initial quake.

"Our desks were shaking really bad," said Chris Collman, who
works for a downtown answering service. "We looked across the
street and those windows were bowing in and out.”

Even though no major damage was done by the quake, Dolau said,
buildings would have to be reinspected to find out if they have

* been weakened further. Inspectors for the Federal Emergency
Management Administration are expected in Klamath Falls next week
lo examine damage from past quakes, and they also will assess any
damage from the most recent tremor.

The Sept. 20 quakes registered 6.0 on the Richter scale, did
millions of dollars in damage and resulted in one death.

The earthqualkes have rattled Klamath Basin residents because
the area has Iittle history of noticeable seismic activity.
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STATIONS SOUGHT
- T0 WARN OF WAVES

'Agency Aims to Create System
) toMomtorGuanthun’aqn}?_ |

Los ANGELES, Jan 2 (AP) — Fed-
eral sclentlsts wan; {0 place gtations on
4he Pacltic Ocean floor that could rap-
idly relay wam‘mfs of glant, destruc.
tive waves cause by earthquakes off

e narthwestern United States
< The Nati fe tmos-

heri minlstrat 45 proposed
Creating Tour warning stations for the
Waves, called tsunamis, One would be
Placed off thé @ Coagt and three
would be placed off the Northwest
coast,

- The first"$100,000 Station eould be
Operating in 1995, with the rest aperat.
‘Ing by the year 2000, sald Edward N,
Bernard, director of the agency's Pa.
¢ifle Marine Environmentai Laborato
TY In Seattle, It would cost $250,000 s
year to maintain the stations, he sajd.

Tsunamis, Sometimes called tida
.\va;:,' are ;:used !:’c:l by tides ?l‘l‘:t bye
sud undersea disruption 1 e ar’
“earthquake ar volcanic eruption. Vi
brations from the disturbance create
Waves that bunch Up and galn height as 1
they reach shaflower waters. Some.
‘Umes buflding over thousandsy of Mmiles,
they can reach ag high as 50 feeq and
Inove as fast ag q etlner.

Sclentists say 5 arge earthquake in
what Is known as the Cascadia subdye.
tion zone could send tsunamis Ingg

Northern Californla towns like Eureka

and Crescent City

‘Superquakes’ in Ocean

Numerous studies show tha( during

.the pagt 7,000 years ag many as 13
.“s_:gerqunku" Mmeasuring 8 or § on the
Richter scate of ground motion ru
tured the l.(m-mﬂe-long Cascadia sut
.duction one, where plates of Earth's
énl;:t E:laludewof‘fh lthe cnasg of British
Lolumbla, Waghjn on and
noitherumm c:urfr':?i o
n

more dist ?k eg.b
re distant: quakes ve
_gmomla dtigc. T ged

le, Infuring as and desiro 150
.mms. The earthquake, whigliingnd a
magnitude of § ¢ on the Richter scale,
lled 131 people.
. The agency woulg Put Its stations on
:hmcean floor aboup two and a hajr

tornla, Alagk y
1on and wegtern Canada could geﬂ:l‘: -
fied of danger,

Por the warnings to be effective,
clties muygt determine the likely paths
of tsunamis once they hit fand amf plan
Vacuation routes, sald Richard Mec-
Larthy, senfor en, neerlng eeclogist
with the Californ[a Selsmic Sa ety
Commissjon,

Copyright 2 193¢ The Nefs 5wk Lines
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California National Guard leaders fear the Pentagon’s plan to
trim the size of the National Guard and Army Reserve could restrict
the Guard’s ability to respond to urban unrest and natural disasters
in California.

"We need to retain the type of force necessary to be California’s
insurance policy in case of fire, flood, earthquake and civil
disturbances," Maj. Gen. Tandy Bozeman said. .

"Nobody knows for sure yet what the impact of (the cuts) will be,
but we hope (the state) won’t lose more than its equitable share,"
Bozeman said. "We’re already programmed to lose 28 percent"” in the
California Army National Guarad by 1996,

Bozeman, the Guard’s top officer, and Brig. Gen. Bob Brandt,
second-in-command, discussed their concerns during an interview at
Guard headquarters in Sacramento.

Although "we don’t know yet what the official plan is," Bozeman
said he suspects the Pentagon wants to move an Army Reserve aviation
unit with more than 70 helicopters at Los Alamitos, a suburb in -
Orange County, out of the state.

Rather than leave California, Bozeman said he wants that Army
Reserve unit, the 214th Aviation Battalion, instead to merge its
personnel and aircraft with existing Guard units in Sonthern
California.

"It is not to the benefit of California and the protection of its
citizens that the reserve aviation unit be pulled out of California,"
Bozeman said. "Keeping them here would give us an advantage in case
of disaster."

Brandt agreed.

“"We think this is an issue of public safety -- and that’s our main
business in California," Brandt said. "We want to work very closely
with the Army Reserve to try to make this transition as smooth as
possible -- combine both the people and the aircraft.

"It’s not a National Guard issue or an Army Reserve issue,” he
said. "It’s a California issue. When the dust all settles and the
Guard js smaller, we want the California Guard to still be able to
perform its mission."



The California Guard, with a total of 24,000 members, has lost
more than 2,200 soldiers during the past year, most of them in the
40th Infantry Division. It operates on a $440 million budget, with
95 percent coming from the Pentagon.

Without giving specifics, the Pentagon announced Dec. 10 that the
Army Guard and Army Reserve would lose about 127,000 jobs over the
next six ycars, with some units scattered across the country being
disbanded.

Under the proposal, the Guard and Reserve would get smaller and be
more tightly focused on specific missions. The plan, however, has
yet to be accepted by Congress, since local Guard units provide jobs
and pump substantial amounts of money into the economy.

For example, estimated Guard expenditures in California this year
are $460 million, according to Guard figures. Locally, the Guard
estimates its annual economic impact on Sacramento County at $21.7
million; Solano County, $1.6 million; El Dorado County, $351,826;
Placer County, $1.8 million; Yolo County, $346,578; Butte County,
$1.1 million; and Sutter County, $431,602.

Anticipating the Pentagon’s proposal, California’s two U.S.
senators and 52 members of Congress fired off a letter Nov. 19 to the
chief of the Army National Guard, voicing concern and urging equity
for the state, _

"In 1993, California received a 24 percent reduction while only an
8 percent total National Guard reduction was mandated by Congress,"
the letter said.

"California, as the recent fires illustrate, has a unique
potential for natural disasters,” the letter added. "The California
National Guard plays a vital role in response to these state
emergencies. We encourage you to consider a fair and equitable plan
for any future force reductions.”

In pointing to accomplishments during the past year, Bozeman cited
what he described as a revised and "materially improved" plan to
respond to riots and better coordinate with local law enforcement
agencies. -

This is due, Bozeman said, to a series of emergency readiness
exercises with local police, the 6th U.S. Army, Federal Emergency
Mapagement Agency and the state Office of Emergency Services.

The new emphasis on readiness comes in the wake criticism when the
Guard admittedly was caught unprepared for the 1992 riots in Los
Angeles.

"We do that job better now," Bozeman said.



