
Dist DIR 
SP Asst-DER 
SI^AD 
EX-AD 
AAD-SL-DA 
FIA ADMIN" 

AAD-EX-CA" 
AAD-EX-PlJ 
IG 
NP-AD 
FEMA LIB. 

NEWSPAPER CLIPS 
TELEVISION NEWS TRANSCRIPTS 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 09,1993 

distributed by 
the 

Office of Public and Intergoyenmieiital Affaira 
External Affairs Directorate 

Federal Emergency Management Agoicy 
Washington, D.C. 

Provided for the czduaiTe use of FEMA employees; flirther 
reproducdoa and distribution oirtdde of FEMA is a violation 

of copyri^it. 

PLEASE ttECYCLB CUPS 



tOS AUgEUS TOSS 

BATE: HOV-09-83 

2n(ISouthl9n(i.̂  
Disaster a Newl 
TestforFEMA? 
V .. • . 
AfCARLARtVBRA A l 
• Th^ Lo« Aiigelea rfou of iflar' 
Wire the flnt ilyli dbtuSSdi 

<uort by the Federal Emattm^v 

ffnceTO^ m ^ O ^ be«h clouded bjr aocuntioflff 
orinoompetenceandunfalmei*. '•. 

Bightecn months after the riots' 
to the wake devastatl5!MS 
teuih* federal disaster 
S i u ^ "vamped and hS 
• new dilef-lias set up shop aMin, 
prompting 'quefUi& s6out WtS 
teS* ^ ^ ' ' ' J ^ learned^*-
whether UM fire vtetlms of 1993 
7ilS'?J?*'*r *«n Ihe rioi ^ 

' *The two disaatan could hot hi 
mor, different One was rdWl 
dbtqrbihice tHâ .obUlerated cnUK 
Mocks -̂ f bu.Ioe.tes Uf the dSJ 
J»ore.t nAAbprhooâ , the o&er i 
S^MJ^V*"'?™?* lhat . consumed 
5 ^ M S ! T ' * * «y«lc..tfllu«if 

n«e«Jt and wai re-
qwre different kinds of asslstane* 
ewerlssay. T*. 
•aS? is l^i 
•amfc Canthe nvernment oone 

ri«iufs«frEMA,/(l 

tei^ • 
Sp ftf. PJOfA Is raedvlng good " 

marks. Msnjr local and sute offl. 
^ala wĥ went ihraugh the rloU ' 
•Vthe aiencys performance this * 
Ume is fcr smoother and moU 
hunun*. Part of th, .tap«v,m«ni • 
can be ascribed to lessons learned 
after the 1S91 OakUnd Hills drS 

to-ih« >oi« lamlK 
problems poa«a by .a natural diias. 
t« a. corepafed to {dvli uaresL :: . 

Plre victims, for the moit part, 
report podUvewpedences. , 

i?*'J^Py with eVery. 
been treated vary nicely" laJd 
£avl<l SabIrorft^.TiSulp?S 

" 5 ^ Lsguna B S S siudte and home were dcilroysd In 
? * ^ wildfltes (hat 
ilniek the Southland. . . • 

Sablrofrs studlo-and 12 *lo 1*5 
K ' ? * «f "n̂ PUoeable. artwork-

taler ho calkd r^arx'a toll-free 
number .to rejIiUr 7or diiaSIr' 
wliUnce. On^TuesdS?. Ks^ 
Mlvea a 12.400 cliSctoZ for 
5jjyP«««;y hou*'"? '«»«• Mm and hi 

SaWrof( saW..-Whafs foin« gbc 

ate .stu/f ends; when thejtcd Cross 

everybody [a\iclf u> buriness u 
V«ualand Ihert are sUII pSp" 

thOTT" f'"* ^ 
Indosd. it will take'hionUis b .̂' 

fQre an jiocuratc asscssroeht fan be 
r - r —! . "At ( 
[ •WELATeptTOitiitiDLDa "lajklng 
T ~ r ; - . — — - J - able, & 
El'it^ ft* <®yen"nenfli response 
to lh« Ore dlsiher. Veterans of tho 
rkiU say fire victims may enSS?. 

*al need (o occur In (he reeuIa?on 

FEMA to always prepaoed to deil 

Wn̂  dtoelor of Urban Reeovccy 

program (hunched last year to heto 

outcomes for similarly situated 
P*oplg,';*_ . • 

'. >ftny resfdehU of hre-damag€d 
oommunlUes aty they have seen 
llilje cvtdertee of FEMA'a pres-
jnde, despite promises by offlclafs 
that they would mount a vigorous 
outreach effort And some observ.' 
•ts doubt .(hat FBMA profframs-' 
Wott deelgned (o.a)d vfetinu who 
have little .economic means by" 

•which to recover.on-their owni' 
.WW effecUvelyjerve the fire vlel-
Urns, who are tren^lly more aK 
fluent, H • • . : 

;^ataie Suarei is a ^^year-old 
Pasadena real estate broker who 
losthb home in the fire. He said he' 
IS underlnstlred for the lasses 1i6 
has suffered. ' . .. f . 
: fiuarea said he was persuaded to 
apply for federal aid after a chancs 
meeting at a Aed Croes shelter' 
with Sen. Dl»nne FelSein (S' 
w • r2* *»« ««ured • 
by of fleials that he could qualify for 
funds'to make up the difterenee In 
his Insurance eoveratfe. 
• Howev*. Ws vlslitoadlaaaler' 
applieailon center produced only' 
dlsappoInlracnlanduncerUlnly. • 

"At the Rfd Cross. tKey were 
lajklng about 'grants being avail.-
able, 6ui after talking lo ofOdals 
here ther seem to be ssylng all I'll 
qualify for are loans." «M Suawi ' 
afUaving the Arcadia disaster 

.«enl?r.-That dpet not leaVe me'' 
whcrel wJu bt̂ fore." • " :' 
'.Wlta losses from fire damm ' 

oHlclals SUll have not Indicated 
how much rnbhey wlU be TOSS 
Waflable for recovery and cleanup 
efforts. President Clinton this week 
announced tha( |]6 njlUion wo?ld 
be advwKfed to the atolc to parUal-
IyeoVerfIre.fighOi,geo8(fl. ' 

Caiabaias- High 
.School gymnasium and the Los 

Maljbu Centers have already 
^nttd (n Arcadia. Laguna Beach. 
.Camarlllo and MurlelU In Wvw. 
al(Je County. 

fite vleUms are.ollgtbte for iim^ 
S?^? houiliW assUVince, mort-
.«ai;e and renla;assUlance, disaster' 
""̂ ÎPloyment Insurance, low-In-' 

$12,200 to meet disasCer-relaled 
Mcda not covered by other sral ' 



•'iJ®*'*^. the centers have Te-
S«s"fft7„*c\'"!f''*'«̂ ^^ 
geUms wlthlntwo i^^^ffS^ii!} 

:iuS!L!llfi!P"'̂  not* have !' 

grbeS5r;.-r«r 
A S ^ J ^ rtot disaster;̂  
tW w i ^ ^ t Z i " . ' 

'JSt^Jia^i^^ that FBMA 

WQUlred excess ve vferlflcalto* 
Jocijmenution b(!yond thaT M 
q»*red*bylederriliws: • ? 

MiTiiSL?!!^*^ and credit re- J 

fUmi^/v ^*»»ue went up fn 

• Holldajr saM FEMA MV^ iZ?;- \ 

S^Jn&S,*"^^ beceu^uS 

sa^fMn'^^'f^byVhe riots 
«y fire victims will HMU f<% 
Wgllani »«l should S w S j ^ i ; 

^ ^ n U A canTto fmpr:;; 
**S'^'«'n«taUonproeess.-T 
a t m ^ ^ * ' ">e Are disaŝ rg 

PEMA than did the i k emergenl' 

The gTMt'damage durlns the 

jouMnU iDOve from my TV iet.-

•«0lUuibackop.BuCrlghrn6w}.« 

/̂ *"* <l«rcclor of ihc sUtc' 
iK'*/*^'"«f*'«>Sci'vicee. ^ 

. Obviously, the flre< prodû 'd 

rallying There Isn't the eonlert of 

•'3fc**i *«,Pr«»cnt in the after-
math. Ail of this makes Tor » 
^meniardlfferencelnhowV 
S d ! ! ^ ^ fovernment » ! 

Firo victims wlirha've'thclr own 

eluding questions .'of Insuf ince 

S i ? J * * f'̂ f'* removal and wplenlshmcnt of.car\yon proper'. 

ffvfeiS^"^'^ '̂'̂ ^ I 
inZl52!v"" '•'̂ wwnerii have 
Injurince because il Is required, so 
.Jcce Is likely to b« iriuch inoS S 
the way of ihiuranee assIsUnM " 
t S i ^ ^ ^ ^ I f ^ ^ execulltS dl. • 
•SSf^fc^ ^.'^'^ •» Industry 

« ' « p r c s c n U n g Altode'. 

Recovery Alliance, ta already at­
tracting hundreds to Its mseuSs 
Jjdha. won Pledgesh,̂  th? ol! 
Sr^^^fc^.tp cpnsldor rSoed. 
ing the area- and ttom Pacific 

mjHforWrevlcUms; 

6rtan!zer James McDanijfcf . 
we.want to ensure (hat the 

able to thdr eommlimenls." . • . 
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Ihe hills smolder, ashes 
ilctDiisget 
m̂otion̂  

iaiaid 

m •ySslDr Ana Stewart 
ISA TODAY 

Sheibsiaadiag the middle 
r« cfreos tea( turned lederal 

Mn after ber busband 
•ppedal litir.̂  - • 
"Werire Jost aettiBg oo eacb 

Aa^ nerveC sqis BairalB, 
wealing the straw cowboy 

sl she imre when abe and her 
bb. tried to beet bade 

nil Ibatdevoured (heir 
oruyeon. 

Now^ even thougb the ooih 
« have decided to nbidld 
dr multHnUiioiHloaar MU-
4e wMh a view of OM 

MaKbu Pier—aB Bar-
UiiBk about Is how 

ocbshê ioGL 
nbe wind trtew die salws 
nQr<||we dont cwca have 
a sA^" Ae mys, strasaed 
id ffnoldng again. "TSy tm-
ad aqfs tberes no p6M la 
ytaKbut...thenBll(yUiB 
s Oat (tab isâ  a dream." 
taidsy. reaUly packed a 
dtap for maoy bem five 
ys after Malibtt burned. 
FIreflghten; beglaaing to 
idk op aad go home, bave al-
flitputout Ibe 19.00fr«eraap-
• Maze ittt kDled thi«e, 

neorty 400 buikUncs 
d at least tlTOinl̂  
atadanaesL k̂)w, victims 
gbi the grtan task of deantag 
Ihe debris of their HvesL 

ttian 200 people over 
) wed(end sought emesgen-
dlsBster relief — raî ng 

reduced property (axes to 
ĉbotoglcal counseliog. 

lost becaese many of tbis 
<̂  most-banned vlcthm are 
pcr>mlddle class doesn't 

Biey dOBl deserve feder> 
nWanee. says RMa Kepner 
the Federal Emerpencv 

S«'5»pie*^have to- . 
might uaderin-

ad AIMMA M 

'reality 
Aleik wftea smiebody Is slBBd< 
b« fai die mUdle of the sb«et 
" S ^ H ^ J ^ P«̂ »™s; wc 
ocnTaatnem how rnudi mon­
ey they make before we find 
them a plaoe to sleep. lbet«^ 
plenty of time fbr lhat" 

. Thaft why OufeWUhiker, 
42. weat to apply for federal 
aid Sunday kistoad of deanlog 
up (he sshes firom what osed to 
be his storage shed. 

msTopsoga OsqyoB home 
was spared, butWtaitaker — 
who owns a (reedlnmiiQg aod 
Irewood busiiiess—tost a rec> 

, realfcmalvehkde;aSl,5001ofr 
spHttor and tbe tools he uses to 
ankealWtag. 

"I wanted to just shovel the 
whole mess hito my buck aod 
haul It away," WUtalier saya 
*M I Just fottod out thcy have 
tocemeapaadtaapectaadas-

a s m^Uiifr a» I won't be 
touaaganylhiagiorawhile." 

The wUdflre is tddoK an 
«»SMtol«n«vayM^ 

Diaaa Anastroag. direchv 
olGudea Mallba School, today 

Ingaootoffbooksaadlbiiithiia 
••li»w»blk«PlayhowesL 
^ "When they come hi, I want 
than to see new, ikm tUflgi to 
ll̂ ton the sltuaUon," says 
Annstnmg, who estimates 15 
shideoytemlUeskBthointa. 

ArmrfroQgb Uned up a psy-
ciw t̂otalktoherabideiSL 

Thgflwlaeedtotalkabout 
• Wtot Ihqrve been IhnuA" 
<•« aaysL rSonw or Ihe aduhs 
csa use K as much as Ihe UdsL" 

That «W5 apparent at Malibu 
"̂ sbyteriaa Church Sunday. 

•Wi OK to ay - said toe 
gev. David Worth. "We have 
'PjJ""* iatoe pewi tor you." 

wonWpos made good ose 
or It M OiQr^jrtoM and 
atorfA ^ 
ute Osto taBwd aboot goiw 
back to then-home and flodioe 
*BtooekeepsaliBL 

It was a Chrts(m« orna­
ment team our fiist Quisbma 
together. It said 'Love — 
Chrisbnai 1987.' We h 
^'mysUaoCOo. 

A tow uoda ftomthe Ire-
flghtenT stoglng area, aa early 
monlflg Mass <l(nBW pariBliioa« 
cn to Our Lady of MaUba Ro-
maa Catholic Church, where 
lire scorched earth wNhto a 
few hundred yanH 

Piles of donated goods nog-
tag ftom beds to btoydes bqr oa 
church graudds uoder a rign 
saying. Tire VicUns Help 
Youmelf 

•TherelimeuiBlngaBdCBle-
bfsUnft Ihere li gilevlag aod 
thaakiag," Monsignor John 
Shertdaa saM aftor htass m 
people ttngered to a damp 
chU, (Hiking over steamtog 
cups of ooffeei cxdiaRgIng sto­
ries and lessons learned. 

Tod«y, Iraflghters hope to 
completely extinguish the 
btan. Bu( because Wednes-
daŷ  weather forecast caUs (or 
raÛ  "we couM be aiUog sand­
bags to ease (hare are nwd-
slide%" sajis Los Aageles Goua-
(y Fbw Oepartmeat Battaiton 
Chief MkeBebana 

Meanwhile. iavesUgators 
Cnrni 13 agencies—headed by 
(be Bureau of Ahshol, Tofaa» 
00 and Firearms—are fcDow> 
tag up oa dps phoned to to aî  
aonbodtaMsi, 

Stooe Oct aeL 26 fires have 
raged through the GoUtn 
Statâ  causing at least 11 bOUon 
tadamagei At least ISaresus-
peotod arsDo, tachidtag the bso 
biggest wildfires «— Lapwa 
Beach aadMaUbu. -

*nrus hMto be OBeoftoa 
biggest Irsgedies ever attrtlMt* 
ed to arson," says tawesagator 
LanyComelison. I t took such 
a ton ta... humaa misery.'' 
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They're madder than hell in Laguna Beadi 

P eter Finches classic fine. <Tm 
mad as hell and I'm not going 
to take It anymore," sums up 
the attitude of Laguna Beach 
residents fdlowing the devas-

Utblg fire of OcL 27. 
Tba Laguna Beadi Ctty Council ma­

jority of Uda Lennay, Bob Gentry, and 
Ana ChitstoPh have systematically 
bfoeked die elforts to buUd a ̂ âillloo-
gallon water reservoir at the highest ele-
vatloa In Laguna Beach. The purpose of 
the water reservoir is fbrngeproteetlon. 

Mayor Lenney, after 28 public hear> 
inga. daimed oo KCBS News that she 
didnH know the watir reservoir's pur­
pose was fire protection. She made tfiis 
stotemcat as 2,000 fbreflghters tried to 
save ounclty. Her comment is rcvealing-
beeause just weeks before the (ire she 
watched a video of the Oakland Inferno 
and claimed that such tactUss, showings 
of the COm, were designed to scare Lagu­
na residents. • 

WeU. Mayor Lenaey, we are icared— 
of your Inability to grasp the Importance 
of water aa a method of controlling (Ire. 

PoUdca la Laguna has always been 
strange and almost humorous to the ca­
sual observer. Nestled In a pocket of 
beauty and wealth, a amall and vooal 
group of environmental extremUts oom-
prlslnc Village Laguna has been suc­
cessful la electing a oouncfl majority fw 
tbe past 12 years. 

To' (bis day, after 366 homes wen 
torched. Village Laguna and Ibi lieuten­
ants on (be City Council still oppose the 
construction of the water reservobr̂  
Why? 

They say the reservoir would be locat­
ed la aa envir<̂ mentolly sensitive area 
and predoua habiut might be de­
stroyed! 

Ia fact, one Village Laguna activist 
recently ophied In a locu. publication 
that the reason the water reservoir must 
b« denied was because the site is In an 
open-space area that has native plaato, 
possibly tocluding gtuiteateber habitat. 
A fact that Is lost on the opponents of the 
water reservoir is that tne tank was to 
be burled and the area replanted with all 
the poUdcallŷ orrect vegetation for the 
little birds to breed. 

It is this "plants-over-people*' mental­
ity that has dominated Laguna politics 
for the past 12 years. Anyone who dares 
challenge this mentality is labeled a big 

[ DAVID LELUS 
^ 1NE ISSUE: IhrN mundlmtfflben bt Isgu-

ns Bsadi an charged wHh falling to re-
ipond to the rwedl ef Vw Gonimunlty. 

•IHE WRnBI: Mr. BOs H vks preildentAec-
ntaiy of the laguna Beach Taivayen' As-
Mdstion., 

bad developer or Is catted insensitive to 
tbe unique village atmosphere of Lagu­
na. 

Aftor $260 milUon InQraperty damage, 
(he Laguna Beach City Coundl remains 
steadfastly opposed to proteetiag our 
communis from another fire. 

Instead of using water to prevent 
(Ires, every summer our confused City 
Council rents a herd of goats to eat vege­
tation bi the back country. They believe 
goats are more eavlronmentolly correct 
(baa bulldoiers when It comes to build­
ing fire breaks, la fact, during last 

iohwt Umi/CrtiUw Dspwtimnt 

Nestled in a ptxsket of 
beauty and wealth, a 
small and vocal ffraup 

of environmental 
extremists comprisin̂ v 
Village Laguna has • 
been successful In 
electhig a council 

majority for 12 years. 



year's budget hearings CouncUwoman 
Chrlstoph wanted to use taxpayers' 
ftmds to hire a blolotfst to follow (be 

Siato through the hills to make sure they 
dat eat aay protected planU. 
The tragic fira of Oct 27 baa seared* 

Into the runds of all Laguna residents*, 
tiiat we caa no longer tolcrato the' envl-'" 
roomental cxtreimsm that Jecqpardlzea' 
our life and property. . 

Those of us In ugiiha wfaOtVould'Uka 
to gee people pnt oo tiie same levd ai 
idaato nave beeif critici2iad for spaaUng 
out agahut the council's positim on (he. 
water reservoir. We've ben called ta;, 
sensitive political q)portunIsto,.uncâ • 
ina, and callonsed. > 

Last Saturday I satis a meeting witiia. 
man who lost Us liome in ibe lire. Al-., 
most ta toars, be (old us bf the flteflghtei; 
fhim Northern- Califonnla a4io comv. 
plained that there was no water presii 
sure to save the homes oh SkyUne Srlv ,̂ 
an area where nearly 300 houses were, 
reduced to ash. I believe It is die oovodi 
majority tiiat Is uncaring and eallousedJ.' 

With a membership 783 strong, the La-,, 
guaa Taiqiaycrs' AaseclatioB u by fan 
me largest grass4«ota ergaaixatloa in, 
town. We don't get die headUnes tiia^ 
Village Laguna gets Because our group 
U focused on the issu^ local govern-., 
ment should care about:-privato proper̂  • 
ty rights, public safety, and reduced tax-1 
atloa. We are mad « hell at flie coundL 
majority because something as fUpda*-
mentally simple as a water reservoir* 
has become a metaphor for what lil 
wrong In our dty. As an aside, one of tbe, 

. primary reasons Pepperdiaeuhiversit|r 
avoided disastor last week Is becauso it 
has a 2-mUlion-gaIloa reservoir oa cam«' 
pus, Just ta case of fire. 

Toe 19M elections offer the voters of, 
Laguna a chance to bring aome bidaace 
back to our unique ooramudty. Coundl*. 
membera Lenitoy, Gentry, and Chris* 
toph must all atofid for election. Hapcfalr; 
ly, they win raa on thdr records. ' 

Tbe people I talk to dooU want hlgbrV 
rises oa Mah Beadi or terra ootta tract 
homes. We Just want some balance at, 
City Hall that puts people and dtdr prop*, 
erty on tiie same level is plants and-
animals. It's time for those of us ta La^ 

• guna who are angry to channd our emo* 
I. dons into the defeat of Lenney, Chris< 
toph, and Oenbry ta dty dectlons next 
November. 
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Federal-̂ id office to stay 
open another week 

GOVERNMENT: As of 
Friday. 477 peqile had 
applied lor disaster re­
lief at the temporaiy 
center In Laguna 
•y GINA SHAFFER |)^-) 
T»>][g«<g« County ReflhtMB* T" 

.fchfxS*^ ? ^ / ^ - More than 470 people have applied for 
disaster assistance fiom federal 
and atate agencies, offfclals said 
Wday, prompting them to keep 

J20; »««_^clfiee open anodier 
weekl ~ 

The UA Federal Emergency 

Bating finandal aU for disasta-

day. FEMA wiU SaJJISiES-

An average of 60 people a dav 
i?»h"i""*^ «mongS{JspuS 2,'* ««vemment fSnns « 

received 9€9 applieŝ  
Jiooaimany people appflS Sr 

more than one type of aid. 
Among (hose Ualng up dils 

week were pool cleaners, gar-
*»1 houiekaspers left 

Jobleis by the fire. 
Freelance photographer Hbld-

en Clay, 29, who lost his Ufe's 
work to the blau, muUed over 
whetiier to apply fcr a ban or a 
grant 

"TJfJ^P.waUy hdpful - fa-
ci«<UUyheIpM.''heaaId 

Michael P. Sheldea, 41. Is ap-
Pl Wnc for a S2.000 loan to replace 
e trailer, tods and cqaipmeat for 
'to NcycUag bustaessT 

Givea the volume of people, I 

*«»'*h1v impressed with hdw 

Julckly things were handled," 
hdden said. 
Even buiiaess owners who 

have experienosd a downturn bt 
•dtt due to the disaster may 
«u«ji'y'or finandal aid. 

*nUlng 
(he/d be eUsIb e. tiiey should 
come ta." satd FW^spdSS 
woman Cory La Bianca. 

FEMA officials alto are urging 
property owners to apply for as­
sistance even If they think tasur-
«««« will cover dielr hisses. 

"There may be a gap between 
Jheir insurance coverage and 

Ĵ}** ft WOMM cost to rebuild̂ " 
aald Jo Aon Darby, manager of 
ths disasterassistance center. 

U Blanca said: "Sometimes, 
four month, down die 

line, they realize they really need 
"•'•'•nw. W they'havenVa? 
gitS.!»-<toadirne,irsreallJ 
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DZSA8TER pir(»llXTlQH nOX: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEaSE 
Fedaral/statft Coordinating Office 
245 South Los Robles Avenue (3rd. Floor) 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
Madia Contacts: FEMA: Terry Hamlin (818)405-7548 

STATE: Greg Rcnick (818)405-7276 

Daily News Summary 
Aid available Regardlees of status 

f̂ *̂j5"**,'®**®̂ *̂  disaeter recovery assistance is available to a l l 
individuals and business owners who have sustained daaaoes or 
losses due to the Southern California Firestorm. This aid is 
available regardless of race, color, religion, sex, marital status, 
handicap, age or national origin. -watu*, 

* * * 

Baergeney Help is Available 

Emeroency food, clothing, shelter and medical assistance is 
Ŝ.V***̂ ''̂ ?̂ *̂ .̂"'̂  faiumes; call the American Red Cross 

l«a00-540«20OO or salvation Amy 1-8O0-725-9OO5. 
* * * 

Disaster Housing Assistanoe is Available 

Temporary disaster housing assistance provided by the Federal 
f22?f?JS-. !SS*SS5?i2 Agency (FEMA) is available. Housing 
assistance for periods of up to 18 months is offered to eligible 
ttomeowners and renters whose permanent residences are tininhabitable 
because they were damaged or destroyed by the Southern Califomia 
hiSS-'S; J S M Z \ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f "̂ '̂̂ ^ alternate r S t i l 
SSSfiDSi*^ grants for emergency repairs needed to make a residence 
habitable, call the Disaster Information Hotline, l-800-52S<-032l 
lSpaiS2nt)̂ '̂°°'*̂ °"*°*'̂  P«rsons with hearing or speech 

* * * 

Free Crisis Ceuaseliag Available to Firestom victims 

SS;22?4̂ 5°4.̂ !̂̂ î f.?*£*̂ fJi ••'"Sees and short-term intervention 
SS^Sfii"?. n«ntal health problems caused or aggravated by the 
S22S?'^S-f?iif^?^"^*L.^^l'^^*'"5 contact their l o S l Mental Health Department for information and free aaaiatanee. 

### 
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FEMA OFFERS HQRTGAOS AMD RENTAL ASSISTANCE 
TO ALLEVIATE DISASTER EARDSRI9 

PASADENA — Individuals experiencing financial hardship 
because of the southern California firestorms may apply for 
rental and mortgage assistance provided by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). 

The FEMA Mortgage and Rental Assistance program offers 
grants to individuals who lost businesses or jobs as a direct 
result of the disaster and who are thus unable to pay mortgage or 
rent bec::aU6e of the loss of income. 

Frank Kishton, Federal coordinating Officer for the disaster 
recovery effort, says the program provides funds in the form of a 
check to eligible individuals for their actual home-related 
mortgage or rent payments. 

To fa c i l i t a t e processing, and avoid delays, Kishton adds, i t 
i s important to provide accurate documentation. An applicant 
needs 1) proof of pre-disaster occupancy of the mortgaged\rented 
property Uhleh must be a primary residence, 2) proof of 
mortgage\rent payment obligation and post-disaster payment 
delinquency, and 3) proof of pre-disaster business ownership or 
employment. 

Individuals may apply for the program by visiting the 
nearest Disaster Application Center or calling the toll-free 
disaster teleregistratlon number: 1-800-462-9029 or 1-800-462- • 
758S (the TDD number for those with hearlng\speech Impairments). 
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DISASTER mORXATIOH FROKt 
F « d e r a l \ S t a t e Coordinating off ice 
24S S. Los Robles (3rd Floor) 
Pasadena CA 91101 

Media Contacts: Martin Zucker (818) 405-7585 

MEDIA ADVISORY 
Not for Publication 

SOUTHLAND LOCAL OOVERKHEHT BRISFINQB BEOIN TOMORROW 
OH FEDERAL\8TATB DISASTER ASSISTANCE 

FOR FIRESTORHS 

Local southern California govemment officials w i l l begin 
Mating tomorrow with state and federal experts to begin the 
process of obtaining funding for emergency operations costs and 
damage to public f a c i l i t i e s Incurre'd dturing the recent 
firestorms. 

The schedul-e i s as follows: 

Irvine, Tuesday, November 9, 9 a.m. 
City of Irvine City Hall Complex 
Training and conference Center, F i r s t Floor 
1 Civic Center Plasa 
Corner of Alton and Harvard 

Riverside, Tuesday, November 9, 1 p.m. 
Flood Control Headquarters 
First Floor Conference Room 
1995 Market Street 

Venttura, Wednesday, November 10, 9 a.m. 
County Government Center 
Administration Building 
Lower Plaza Assembly Room 
800 South Victoria Avenue 

Arcadia, Wednesday, Noveaiber 10, 1 p.m. 
Los Angeles County Arboretum 
301 N. Baldwin Avenue 

—MORE— 



Briefings\2 

San Diego, Friday, November 12, 9 a.m. 
San Diego County Emergency operations Center 
5555 Overland Ave, Bldg. 12 

At the briefings, officials from affacted local govemments 
are Instruotad by federal and state experts about the variety of 
programs and eligible costs tor disaster-related projects, and 
how to apply for funding. Federal funds for clean up, amergency 
operations and restoration of public facilities cover 75 percent 
of eligible costs. Stats funding covers 75 percent of the 
balance, with local governments covering the remainder. 

Federal and state assistance funds for emergency and 
recovery operations are authorised under an Oct. 28 presidential 
disaster declaration for six Califomia counties ~ Los Angeles, 
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego and Ventura. 

MOTE TO MEDIA: Although briefings are solely for the purpose of 
helping local officials understand the assistance application 
process, media representatives are welcome to attend and observe. 
Spokespersons will be available for Interviews prior to the 
briefings. 
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FEMA-DR-1005-CA-PR/25 
November 8, 1993 
(evening edition) 

DISASTER XKFORMATION FROH I FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Federal/State Coordinating Office 
245 South Los Robles Avenue (3rd. Floor) 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
Media Contacts: FEMA: Terry Hamlin (818)405-7548 

STATE: Greg Renick (818)405-7276 

Daily News Summary 
Immediate Tax Refund Available 

Immediate tax refunds (drawing from taxes paid in previous years) 
aay be available to individuals and; business owners who have 
suffered losses due to the Southern California Firestorm. An 
amended return must be filed with the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) on Form 1040X. Form 1040X is available at the Federal/State 
Disaster Application centers or by contacting the Internal Revenue 
service toll-free at 1-800-829-1040 (TDD 1-800-829-4059) . 
Applicants from the disaster declared California counties of Los 
Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, and Venttira 
are advised to write in large, bold letters -VICTIM - FIRESTORM 
DISASTER** at t:he top of the form 104OX and also on the envelope 
nailed to the IRS. In the event that a person has lost access to 
financial data required to file the form 1040X, the IRS will 
expedite requests for and provide the data to the applicant. The 
IRS will also waive the fee normally associated with such an 
expedited " request. The California Franchise Tax Board has a 
similar program and may be contacted by calling 1-800-852-5711 (TDD 
1-800-822-6268). 

auidamee Offered la' choosing contractor 

Guidance is available in obtaining licensed contractors to assist 
homeowners in repair or restoration of disaster damaged property. 
Hoaeo«mers should contact the California Contractors state License 
Board Disaster Hotline at 1-800-962-1125. 

—more— 
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Applieatieas for Disaster Relief 

Disaster Application Centers (DACs), jointly operated 
by the Federal Bmergency Xaaageaent Agency and the 
Oovernor's office ef Emergenoy Serviees amd local 
gevernmeats, have representatives from many federal, 
state and local agencies to help speed the 
application process. Applicants may apply at any 
DAC, regardless of the city or county in which they 
raside, from 9 am to 7 pm, tuitil further notice. They 
may aaso register and apply by calling the 
taleregistration number 1-800-4C2-9029 anytime from 
9 am to 9 pm daily. Persons with hearing or speech 
impairments may register and apply via the toll-free 
TDD nufflbar l-800-4fia-7S8S. Operators fluent in 
several languages are available to assist callers. 

Disaster 
AppScslion 
Centers 

Af oatf• Cofflfflunhy 
aaaiofMl Peik 

40Sa.SanttAiWM 
Avemia 
Aroadla 

Cetabaaae M«h 

228SS MUSIOSM^ 
HIshwey 

LJL County 
SfMrifl'a atvtian 

23E6i CMa 
Gwittr Way 

UsuiM Satch 
RaaMadon Camar 

aoe faramx AwMHM 
Lasuna Baach 

le* Oouxy 
A«neh VaUay 

Alrpon 
a9SS2 Wlitchaatar 

ftoad 
MurlatU 

Vantur* County 
CeuRty aharifTe 
TraWng MoStty 
CaiNariii* Ahpeit 
t n E. HaaaaM 

VaSayRoaJ 
Camartle 

—more— 



Nov. 8: Fanners Insurance updates fire claims, customer support 

LOS ANGELES-(BUS]NESS WIR£)-FoUowing is a current siunmary of 
Farmers Insurance activities supporting its customers affected by the 
Southem Clalifomia fires. 

Losses: To date, Farmers has received reported claims of 103 homes 
compl̂ ely destroyed, 285 homes witli smoke or partial damage and 550 
htHnes with wind damage, with losses to date of $64.5 million. These 
are for propoties from throughout Southem California, from Ventura to 
San Diego counties. 

Coverage: Substantial payments for temporary living expenses and 
contents coverage and structural damage have been made since Wednesday, 
Oct. 28. 

Communications and Customer Contact: 

— Customers are being advised to directly contact Farmers agents 
to process claims; 

— An emergency claims number, 800/543-5736, has also been 
established; 

— Local mê ings with customers are being held in the affected 
areas with meetings scheduled in Laguna, Pasadena and Temecula; 

— Agents in the affected areas are continuing contact with all 
customers to check on their safety and damage status; 
Catastrophe claims centers have been established in Simi Valley, 
Santa Ana and (̂ rlsbad. Satellite claim centers have been 
established in Orange, Laguna Hills, Moreno Valley, San 
Bernardino and Risadena. 

— Farmers fs coordinating assistance efforts with Gov. Wilson, the 
Califomia Department of Emergency Services and FEMA, and is 
working now on issues of debris removal. 

CONTACn": Farmers Insurance Group of Companies, Los Angeles 
Jeffrey C. Beyer, 213/930-4149 (work) 

818/797-5622 (home) 
John Millen, 213/932-3083 
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LABORREPORT 

Partnership Councils Get to WorIc 
S S r S S s S v J i r FoUowing President Clinton's order to 

create labor-management partnerships 
throu ôut tbe encutive brandi fbr refiBm-
ing govemment, two agendes have signed 
agreements with union ofiGdals. 

Representatives from the General Ser-
vices Administzation, American Fedeiaticm 
of Govenunent Employees and National 
Federation of Ftodenl Em p̂yees were the 
first to rign a reeolution requiring "the open 
•hawng of infcnDfllaon'Vbffise ̂ fi^'^'^ are 
madê  fisteting' WtuBllrust and req)ecL" 

The Federal Emê gim^ Manageinent 
Agency hias atartsd a sUSicdr counciL 

The G8A national labor-management 
partnership oouncfl will meet the first and 
third WedneedoTS of eedi month, and other 
•̂m«w as wfWKind Most meeting Vnll be in 

Washington, D.a 
The coundl has four members — the ̂ ro 

pntMwml ooundl pi«ddents and ttie 
agencgr's agy"*** administrator for adipin-
istoatian and empkryee'and labor relations 
director. 

They will address problenu. related to 
wffririrg conditiona, provide training in re­
solving disputes, and try to finish some 
pending formal disputes within 60 dqjTB. 

GSA Administrstor Soger Johnson said it 
ia a "new bê nninĵ ' fai the ageniT's Uba^ 
management relations. 

I t has beoome dear to me fliat a Isvd of 
diatxuat pervades too many woridng rela-
tionshipe within the federal government," 
Johnson said. "I want to change this 
feeling." 

MFEE Ptesident Bobert Keener said other 
agradfls shioukl modd thdr own partner-
aUp ooundls after GSA's agreement, wfaidi 
involves employees before dedaions are -
winAt, inf»M<tt<»g open and direct caminuni-
foHnn m A hnilWIIIW tT' ' '" ' '"C 

"̂ Vnth the Bgning of the azacutive order 
and this agreement," said AFOE President 
John Sturdivant, 'Ve have begun a process 
that will kad to the most profound dianges 
in federal rdatians sinoe 
PiesideDt Eannadly'gave federal unions the 
rif^it to bacysin m t962." .̂̂ .-i.r.'̂  

î >̂ FEMA*s"CQtmtil;hasM ' 
'^pcfatiiii#!i^i|^^ 
iigBfliy aiiahsiCBm^ mn via it III 'n»s. -•' 
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Levee Issue Is Threatening 
Money For Flood Buyouts 
By Robert LKoenig 
-̂Olspsteh WaslUnglon Bureau 
WASHINGTON — The debate over whether to reptir 

some nnl Midwestem levoes could end up vMag a 
move 111 Coogress to bolster jedersl buyout progrsms for 
fiood-dsiasfiod towns, s key JSSSSSrmmmiST: 

Sen. Msx Baucus, D-Mont.. insde the warning as a 
House panel prepared to approve the buyout bill today — 
at the same time that Baucus' Senate Committee on 
hiblic Works and the Enviromnent convenes a hearing oa 
the lessMis from theKlood of '93. 

Baucus toM the Post-Dispatch that 
be suppoted the House bill to bolster 
the buyout program and would try to 
get Senate spproval before Congress 
recesses later this month. 

"We're trying to get this done." 
Baucus ssid. '̂ ut I don't want H 
loaded dovm with an awful'lot of 
amendments" oo cootentious issoes 
such ss whether the Amy Corps of 
Bnghteers should be TeM̂uired to rc-
pair levtes that sretneligihie for fed-
eralald. 

*lf we can get sn agreement that (the bOl] is act loaded 
down ynth other amendments, then perhaps we can got ft 
passed before Congress sojourns" at the end cf this 
month, Baucus said. 

Baucus made Us comndtment the day before the House 
Public Works and Transportation Conunitlee is expected 
to approve a UQ—sponsored by Rep. Hsroid L VoOoner, 
D-Mo., and others — that would increase the federal 
share In flood buyouts and sllow thê federsl EniergeBcy 
Management Agency to use more of its flood relief money 
tor bivouts snd other "haard mltigatioo'* efforts. 

During the session, the House couunlttee's ehainnaa 
— Rep. Norman Y. Mineta, DOItf. — ia expected to 
offer an amendment that would triple, to $105 miliioi, the 
FEMA buyout money for Midwestern flood ̂ ctima. 

ReoQgniflng tbe need for mote buyout money. White 

" I s 
If w« <ean get an 

asreement... perhaps 
we can get It passed 
before Congress 
adjourns, 
SEN. MAX BAUCUS on ftood 
buyout blU 

House budget offidals agreed last week to support the 
smendment,- at tbe urging of House Majority Leader 
Richard A. Ĝ khardt, D-Mb., who has promised to get the 
fuD House to vote oo tlie fk)od legislation this month." 

Bat Senate sources say other floodrelated issues — if 
they are added to the buyout bill — could threaten 
prospects fbr Senate action, Those issues include: -

' • Levee xepain Sen. Christopher S. Bond. R-Mo., 
and Rep. Bill Emerson, R-Mo., are trying to get Congress 
to approve legislation to force the corps to repair Iiun-

dreds of flood-damaged runl levees 
in the NGdwest that are ineligible for 
lederal aid. Bond got such a provision 
into the Senate version of the defense • 
V>eading UO, but sources said Mon­
day that Bouse and Senate negotia­
tors dropped that measure. Mean­
while, Emerson has warned that he 
may try to add a aimilar nrovisioa 
today to tha House buyout bill.. 

Mineta and Baucus oppose th'epro-
vision, saying It woukl sets bad prec-

^ ^ ^ " • " ^ edent spd might cost the federal gov­
ernment as much as $1 billion. "We're gdng to sddress 
that questkm in legislation aext year," Baucus said. 

• Flood control studies: Tbe House buyout bDI now 
indudes t provision, sponsored by Rep. Ridiard J. Durbin, 
D-H. tSiecting the corps to conduct t comprehensive 
study cf flood oonticJ fa the Upper Misslsslpid River 
Eisjn. B)u some cnviiSamentaUsts contend tint other 
federal sgendes — not the corps — shoutd lesd ihe 
study. That's going to be difficult," said Bsucus, who 
tends to side with eavlronmenta] groups on tbe 
study issue. His staff sides say that the White House had 
ordered s simllsr study already and that no kgislatlon is 
needed. 

LI the interview, Baucus said he hoped to get agr̂ -
fflents from AAdwestem senators — mainly senators 
from Missouri, Illinois and Iowa — to separate tbe feyee, 
flood study snd other flood questions from the buyout bill. 



Federal Flood Inswrarux Is Pork for Wealthy 
Homeowners—and Al D'Amato Wants To Keep It That Way 

WASNiNOTON. B.e.-.?eIiticisos-
•'•^"'•wwhsthsrttpro. f 

«ioshes]thilttUIlne6lothe|nle^ < 
«lSepulaes. but they've hadlinle 

( tbottt rsntwiag « auhl* 
bisiea-̂ olbr ftderti nood iatuî  

tts asrioa's eoasts. 
J t n enhr'is tha* piosnffl pork 
flN;tfccikh,bHtthsfl|bt«viritt 
lobrm is iadiestive d̂ Jusi bow 

il a ferike Clinton idmials' 
tntlea to movt fbt teUai uv.. 
mam iwiy.£mn ths polldsi 
ihtt contributed to last sumasr*! 
tnneidiasiy Mississippi flood... 

a greup 
rf nToTDKis aimed thai iasiead 
of bttUdiat more Jsvees and 
Mihsr suuctunl d«vfess ss I ds-

N>fa*t lloodiai, to would 

ftuildiais sloag riven and la 
aoMS and to tryia PHI. 

nids pcopls 10 lebttlU oa uSer 
AsamuIt,iaIMt.C4a-

psn fasctkd ike Ksiioaal Flebd 
osuraaos fftemiB, iutoded to 
dsay iasunaes w ihoK wbo bsik 
la teodhpraac srisi tttlsii ̂ edsl 
pnenitieas wnc tskea. 

B« As fovenmeai'—aetsbly 
Ike aowROHsly miBBsaipd Fsd> 

EsBsnncy MsBsnmsat Ad* 
•Ifdsuiiioa, which handM lbs 
pcairam:—acver iuaed rcguls-

setilag suadards. Buytn 
«tK aever eaeounied to mitigate* 
laqss fiom floodlag.' lUthcr than 
Sapfovfl fiood msaigsmcat, tbe, 
pragnm became aa inceati«t for 

dsvtldpneai within flood 
pUiat 
Uncs two<ihlnls ef aO feOeral 

insuMaee coverage b sloag 
As asilea's coasts, the pregnn 
SH served u a lifellae (br welI-io> 
Jo iadividusb buOding vacation 
iiQmss -oa ssad duacs. river 

I. or ether exposed sites, b 
1̂  aaalyds ef coutal devc]op> 

Sttens from the 1940s to 
Qs, Uc Interior Depsn> 

i that "inocased sl9u< 
fiedsiil subsidies arc 

the orimafv mtvM fnr tka 

Village. Voice 2 Nov 93 

Two yean ago, ths House 
passed legisiatien that wouid have 

£01 an end to ia.xpayer-subiidi;ed 
iiuruice for such eroding artis. 

The Busk admiaiimtioa st 
lupponed the Iŝ laxioa. atid the 
FEMA staff helped write 11 But 
by ths time the -Wil sot to the 
Senate, CM. tBud)lehaune, 
Bulb's bssd ef the Deed insursaee 
proirabu atueked the measure as 
backdoor federal laad-Dis coatrel. 
He laid it WU "despicable.*' 

. New York's Republican lieaator 
Alfoase D'Amato was ameag the 
biS's origiasl spoawn, bur u hs 
bceame aughi up in A tight re-
tiecuoa 8|h^ turaed sgsinK it. 
Ths National Jlcalton Aisoci*-
HOB aad Ike National Home< 
buQden Aiioeiatioa ksd can. 

, palped against tbe bOl. but it was 
Lens ulaad homeowner̂  upt. 
dally those living en Fire blaad, 

«4M led the effort. "The fin 
land Association ipeaiheaded it,** 
D'Amato said at the time. 

Attempting to wia D'Amaw*i 
support, Mssttcbuutu Ocmocttt 
John Kerry sougkt to appbss the 
nrc lilaad komeewnen by ercat. 
ing ta cxsmptioa ibr them, but 
D'Amato held Ana, aad tbs leds-
Utiea died. . 
^ Now. two years later, the flood 
lasursace protnm, with S24S bil* 
lion fa premiums, is S3S miUioa 
fa debt The Ocacnl Acceuatfag 
OflUs lays tha ibad Is 10 poeriy 
nsBsgid h'l ksfd to kaow what's 
lolBi oa with It. During the eariy 
19101, the tupayen had to make 
B SIJ binioa bsQoot to nssts^ 
Uih h. 

Ia the waks of thli yetr'i flood. 
Kerry refauoduccd hii bill, which 
prohibiu (ledetal flood insurancs 
for aay development pf an ins 
likely to erode over s 30-yesr peri­
od or for buildings alresdy eilit. 
iai fa sreas likely M erode withfa i 
^ W- 75* «f «u« Jo*-
CD« federal flood taiurance would 
be ineresisd by 10 per cent. These 
provisions i slfect existing fa-
Ijiranee pencies, do they 
devtlopmeat 

Mstsachusetts reprsseataiivc 
Joe Keanedy has fatreduccd a 
simDar bill m tbe Hoiise, sad 
more than 10 enviro'nmsotal 
froupi,' sloag with tbe Cesstal 
Sutes Oiganiailoa—ao arm of 
the National aovemer*! Asiocia-
tion̂ -cadene it. 

Thcrs'i aeihfag radical about 
these bills. .All thsy uy Is that 
taxpayen ibould not have w fbot' 
the biO for iniatance for develofK 
ment oa land vinoally tuis ta fall 
fau the water—fa an en the Na-
tionst Kurricaae Ceafefcnee pre> 
diets wlD be prone n dixeci hits in 
« aew cycle of "super burricsaeL** 
(Ike 25 yean of the flood faim«> 
aaes promm. fa iket. bavt ceia-
elded with a kiQ fa hanieaaa.) 

At Senator Keny prepared Us 
bS last summer, his itsff mem-
ban met repestedly with ihsir 
eounteipam fa D'Amam*i office 
fa ths heps the seaior minority 
menibsf of the Senstc BsaUag 
Committee could be cslolcd Into 
lupponiag ths aew kfislstlon. 
For weeks D'Amsto remained a 
mystery. 

Then the Fire Island AisoeiS' 
'tiea spriai faio actiea, this time 
fatrodudng a a«w ally ia the pĉ  
soasge ef Rick Lazie, a fint-tcrm 
Long Island repmentatlvt whose 
district iacludei ths wesicn sad 
of Firs bland aad the ouialand 
ifaordfae along die Great South 
Bay. Laiio seek up ike fight 
against Kcaasdy to the Keuse. 

Oa Ocwbsr 12, D'Amsu came 
out iwiniiag fa support of the 
Fire blawlcn. In Paul of bb ef̂  
flee biucd a actthing msffio to ths 
siafl* of the baaUng committee, 
mockfai Ksny's bOL aigoiag It 
would rua up premium costs 
wiihottt sabftaotisSy faipiovfag 
the flasactsl coaditioa ef tlM sx-. 
Isting program. 

This memo wu doubly gilliag 



I Ihe Kerry forces because it *« 
en ealcuistions msde by 

EMA, which Keny himself hsd 
requesting for months with 

0 success. The next day. Jona-
Wsfacr of his imff ttbuitsd 

•auTs nemo with one of bis own 
ad the two suffets argued 
dbif the entire committee suff-
4«aB«ktl«. fa the House. Lttio 
Mtt tlitt Kennedy thnateaing 
la amsadmcat weakening the 
iBti*siQiiea section. 
Lario aad D'Amaie's forcss at 

argaed that flood inioraacc 
ihoald net be prohibited fa end* 
lag eevtil areas, but thst prcmi-

! reflect actual risk. Af-
a Gfastr look st .the numbers, 

hewsvsf—tbii would mean at 
a tsa-fbid rise tn premiums 

ibr Ihsir Fire Islaad coattitu* 
sats—they switched isetlcs. 
ITi sad Lado BOW propose 
thsi FEMA msp coastal erosion 

kt local cemfflttoidcs 
dsddS whether they want the cat 

Ihifiiag rstpoasibiliiy ibr tbe 
pork of Wuhingion. 

Beth Litfa and D'Amato argue 
that Ksny's flood Insurance ic-
ibrm win devalue could proper^ 

devastate ceanal conmuni' 
ties. Ia eac colloquy st a House 
nbcMnmlitae markup sesiioa oa 
the bOI. Lufa and Queeas rcorc-
leataiivf FIske even ched 
the imporuace ef otsking flood 
fasttraace svailabis fbr minorities 

ike worfcfag elau livfag cn 
the 

Tbe worUag clau oa Fire Is-
AceordiM M the 1990 ten-

lai. there are 409 luideats oa the 
Usad. Of ikat total, 402 art 
white. Tkcrs STS BO biseks. Of the 
406S housiag units, more thsa 
3000 are fcr ecasional use. They 

c«ca lecoad bomei 
A lol tttsie campaoy oa Firs 

I d tcpons a four4>cdreom 
fa the falsnd withfa the 30-

cresloa zone ruas about Sl.S 
mOliea. These homes nnt for be-

S20,000 aad 130,000 per 
dutiag the peak summer 

Vhille Caaireae debstea the ttt-
of flood insarsace. the da-
admiabtntlon uys it waau 

to duage the floodpltfa policies 
ihsi bivB kd to pQing one levee 

top irf* soother ^ng the Mis-
liM^ sad its ttibuuries, a chief 

of Isst summer's flood. 
Thsl flood wu tlie krgeil de-

< fa U.S. hbiory. 
Federal ofnelsls esti lis h 

caused more thin S12 billion in 
propcny ^maie in an area equal 
to one'Unth or the contiguous 4S 
states, disrupting the liv«s of 26 
million people: Now more than SO 
cities, towns, and counties in nine I 
sutes alb'ttg the upper Mississippi' 
Save uked to have their property 
"bought out" by the federal 
goveramtfli. 
, Tbe White House advecaict -i 
aonnrununi ipproaeh~fflovin| 
u îu aad people out of the fiood-
plafa aad nnoring the floodplala 
to its original ceadition at a aatu* 
ral sponge that could countena 
heavy floodiag. 

.Ia aa Ai»ust 23 policy-guidance 
msmoratidym (torn tlic Ofiice of 
Msnagemtat aad Budget and tiie 
Whitt House Office of Snvlroa* 
meotil Policy, the admlaiitmioa 
.ordered the Army Corps of Enii« 
aeen. FEMA,.ia<l ether ageacici 
woridng fa the flood area to "con­
sider, to the exunt pnaicaL aon-
itruaurd aiicnatives and design 
inodlfteationi that could provide 
greater local beneflu ef flood eon-
trel, redtaciioa of fbturc potcatiil 

.̂ od damagu'to the applleaat 
and â jaceat upnream aitd dowâ  
stream leealitiu, lower long term 
coin to the federal goverement, 
sad aatural mourec proiseuea.*' 
- But while The revised policy b 
w«I) fatcatioaed, what's going oo 
in the Miiiiiiippi River bufa is 
pretty much the opposite. The 
onl)' pregnmi to apply for are the 
existing ooes, ie while the rhcterie 
.says one thfag, on*tbe-(rouad pol­
icy is naehaaged. That mttsii, for 
example, that the corps of eagi-
nesrs is rebuilding leveei. 

Whits the leverameat may aot 
»tat to build bsek sll the tevees. 
tipedally the leu rigorously cos-

stnieted dikes, the bargt ewaca. 
big fum ireupi like the eara aad 
soybeaa growen, govcnors, and 
local farm burctui waai t reiura 
to buslassi u usual. 

Cbosider ths situation at Vil. 
msycr, Ufaoia, where the IcVce 
brokt. Two-thirds of the town of 
900 voted to reloate to higher 
grouad. but FEMA says the 
townspeople are movfag tee iiut. 
NoiMtheless the mayor sayi the 
fcdi aren't gofag to stop the town 
from rtbulldiag on 300 acrss 
about a mile ssst ef the old town. 
Rdeeaiioa will eon more than 
S20 miUioa. Oaly 15 to 20 fam* 
aiei «-ill suy fa the old town. Tbe 

town wUI have room for 1300 

Y« the corps, because the near­
by firmen arc clamoring for pro­
tection, already hai begun to re­
build the levee at a cost ef SlJ 
million. The corps originally built 
the levee because a con-benefit 
study showed it wu justified by 
the presence of the uwa. Now the 
corps cites the need to help the 
farmers. When cnvironmeatalitu 
lad floodplain expcru protest, the 
regioaal corps ofBeisls say the 
corps il required under law u | 
rebuild. I 

Then there's Ktskukia Island! 
fa Illinois, where the corps built a' 
levee, also defended on grounds ef 
the sxbteace ef a historic town. In 
1973, the levee wu broached, aad 
half the population kfL This year 
It again wu breached, aad aaoth-
ir half ef the pepulitien wfQ go. 
Uadctcrred, the corps is lebuud-
fag that leycc. 

'̂hm will the corps get all the 
mo'ne)- to rebuild the levees? Mis­
souri's Republicaa senator Kit 
Bond bu eSersd an ameadflicat 
to the defense approprUiions bill ' 
that will provide the fUnds to re* 
build the levaei, even the flimsiest' 
private Icvea that were acver 
buUt to federal standsrds pr. if 
they ware, seldom maiataiasd. 

The left band "deein't know 
what the right hand ii doln|." 
vyi Roger Pryor ef tbe St. Louis-
bued Missouri Coalitioa for the 
EnviroamenL "There are all these 
little pots of money, and tH these 
Kttia ageades dofag their UiUe 
thing,- he adds. "A tyranny ef 
smsll decisions reinventing the 
status quo." * 

Restardv Eduardo Iiurroit 



Preparation 
key in 
fire, floods 
|y Steve Peldn 
ThePmn̂ itwprtae 

N 
atuial disasfan dramati­
cally upset bur dally.. 

'n»tlne.T1i«ysbowbP« 
fragQaUfecanbe. . " 

. But bow well we co^ 
depeodflnlanaport bow weilwe . 

'̂'Ŝ quakM, flash floods and' V 
somatlinea flres give UtQe advance no-
ttoe. DiaaKer nil̂ t oome'fa tbe mid­
dle ef the nlgbt, allowlns only mfautia 
or seconds to respond. 

Yet, ttere ere tbings that can be 
dene montha, even yean, la advance. 
Praparatioas range from tbe cboiees 
of vbere and bow we bund and land­
scape our homes to putting together 
an emergency siwv of fodd and wa-.. 
ter. 

Herala' 
what vari­
ous dbas-
ter-pre-
pnrednisB 
agendes 
recommend 

^Poltey matten::'.-
Tlmaiytlpson 
flvaltjstir^g 
homeowners .j' 
Insurance. CA. 

for the natural disasters of wlldflrcs. 
earthquakes and floods. 

ABî urpoee fsndy tfescter aô  

• Store at least a diree^ supply 
of water (1 gallon per day per penon) 
latinbresikable eenialnen. XSep the 
wafer supply ia n cool dark place..'' 
Canned fivlts. JuloeSi vegetables SBd 
bevwsgea also provide easeoBai liq­
uids. 

• Store food ttiat does not requite 
refrigeraUon and geoeraUy doa not 
need cooking or water. 

• Replace stored water end food.:, 
eveiysIxaiontbsL -

• Tbe disasM--6upplie9 kit abbtild: 
Include: battery-operated radio, flaab^* 
light, emergency cooking e4ulpffletit.> 
a mess kit or paper bips and plat(̂ > 
plastic utensils, papier towels, dispos?-:-
able ftce masks fonduat and smoldci 
tent, elumfaum foil, a^al flai«,.j^--
per and pendl, needle and thread.*:': 
medicine dropper, Crbisdei plastic '.!"; 
sheeting, nuitehes ih a watttproof 
container, pottabletan epeaer. IaÎ '•'• 
terns, extra batteries, flni-eld kit; 
wrench tdiura off |BS or water if nê ' 
essaiy, a shovel, ralb gear, nibber:-::-
gloves and bcpts, canoes, a map. tfUl*: 
ty knife, compeas and small toys fttf' 
children. Al$p have one cbange oi :̂> 
clothing and sturdy shoes per,peiaqn»̂ 'i 
as well as sleeping bags or biankeii;' •: 

• Include sanifatlon suppliessucb.' 
as toUet paper, soap, feminine i 
pUes, plasUc garbage beip wtfii tiei:. • -
plastic bucket with tight Bd̂ distnfeĉ 't 
fant and household dddrlne bleach. 

• Ask your physidaa or pharma-'• • 
cbt about storing prescription medics-
tions. 

• Store the kit fa a convenient 
place known to ell family raembenb'-
Keep a smaller kit fa your ear trunk;. "' 

AH-purpoeedteaelerlIpe . 
• Keep a list of valuables to takq lq. 

an emergency. If possible, store them-
together. Have ready to go: essential.'. 
medicines, cash, at least one credit'' 
card, an extra set ef car keys; extra.-..' gasses and specfal Kerns fbr an in--' 

nC elderly or disabled person. 
• Have an'evaeuatfan plan for . . 

your home with at least two escape.̂  
routes from eacit room. Practice at . . 
least twice a year. If you live fa an •' 
area wlibsblstoiy of flash floods,: 
have several routes to higher pnuî  

• Keep Important document! audi 
as Insurance poUdes and birth oertf fl< 
cates, fa a waterproof/fireproof'cosr*..' 

Please SM CHECKLIST, t4 

whin 
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CHECKLIST 
, Continued ̂ om C-l 

.s safety deposit box. .. 
. e p your vehicle at least half full since gasoline 
nlimpa wpn't work If eledridty fa cut 
:;« .For Insurance purposes, make an Itemised list of 
personal property. Take photographs of the borne, 
inside end out This helps prove unfasured losses, 
wblcii are . tax deductible. 

• ' • Have s collspsible ladder on each upper floor ot 
your house. 

Peopte with disabilities should call the fire 
depariment fa advance and ask to regbter for 
aaristaaoe fa an emergency. Have a network of 
selgbboia. relatives, friends and co-workeis to aid. 
Make sure -they know bow to operate necessary 
eqalpmcoL Keep extra wheelchair bettertea. oâ gen. 
catbefan, medlcatioa, (ood fbr guide or besrlag-ear 
dO0k 

• Kaow how and where to shut elf utilities If < 
seceasaiy: 

• Learn basic fliat aid anci cardlopulmonaiy resus* 
cttatloa. This fafomiadoa often b fa the front of the 
phone book. 

• Ask an out̂ -sfate relative or friend to serve as 
(he tamUy contact After s disaster. Ii*s easier t»caU 
loag-dbtancs than to call the area hU by the dbaster. 

• ConsUer tbe purchase of a poifabte generator to 
wppty .power to. light* and cooking spplfances. A 
generator nuy also be needed if yeu sra lo sniral 
arean.tb̂  power fa. out. and flreflghters necid to use 
your wen water. 

• Designato an emergency meeting place tor your 
family near your hfMtte and outside your neighborhood ' 
fa case you eanifat return home. 

• Have an emergency pfan for pets that fadudes a 
pen with* a |hn»d^ Ripply of dty food aad a farge 
eonfalaer ef water. might not be albiwed fato 
smetmuy sbelteis for Itealdi sod space reasons. Also, 

• fbdrw KbAvior might -beconw- non vldous siler an 
farthquakS."' 

LsBgfBBte'plsnainc fsf .iirs safety 
• Makeaure bridges end roods between your bouse 

aad the Are department support heavy Are equipment 
• Bufld er buy a hduas sway from ridge tops, 

csoyona sad sreas between Ugh pofats on s ridge. 
• Enclose the imderslde ef balconies and decks 

with flre<eslstant «wi»*ri<lg 
- #Tbs roof snd exterlor waUs should be made of 
flrsTCsiBtant materials.' - . 

Windows ami doon sbeu\d bave thick, tempered 
flfely g|a«. Use dual-pSned or tripta-paned windowa. 
wladowsshould bave oenflamfnabfa shutters and Are-
resistant dnpesL • 

#'-fi)8(hll vrinMen Is the home. 
.CoQitnict driveways to allow for large cmeigeo-

.aquipment • • ' * 
j[isjiifacaplnf fer,l|rs ptetaatfos 
.Aoter of iirinled.iltiifomiatioo on"Bre>resbtant 

" 
tW^??!?^""* !wlt4\?Adyeraity of Callforate, 

' Egtesosion,'' SilBO"- &«1ttgi 
MOreaeVaney. Calif. 92997-8708. Enclose a cbedc for 
11^ to VC Regents. 

• CSUornla LandscsD« rbntm^^Ara k l̂oH/tn 

— '̂of Calff̂ iiia. Cooperattva Exteo-
lî ifaca :̂ for' Fin. Protecttoa'* booklet Can 

• llemember, all ptonts biirh If there b enougb heat • 
and other conditions are right • . 

• Plant trees and shrubbery so the crowns will not 
touch when they are fully mature. . . 

• Keep faadscepe dean. Remove litter and prune 
deadwood and dried-out poitloos of ground covers. 

• Do not allow contfauous tree or branch canopy 
next to buildings. 

• Irrigated ground covers Uke ivy or Ice-pfant 
usually-do not cany flre. 

• Dense Chaparral is espedally danseroua when tt 
ta si«wfag fa a canyon betow a house. It cen create a 
ddmney draft fa which the flre rapidly rtsM. 

• Have a "defenslbte space" by removing all 
flanunabfa vegetotion at feast 30 feet from ell 

• Make sure tree limbs are dear of power unes. 
OUMC ' flr^4efeiy'lipa • 
• Keep ioof and gutters fwe of leiaves and needles. , 
• s^trewood at least 30 tset from any sffu^w . 

aJdeaSrawayflammabfav^ I0jfeett)f; 
woodpHes.-" ."\-

• Make-sure flreflghtcis caa read your address ; 
from the street aeck to see U your street name and i 
bouse number an dupUcated ebewhere in the county.-! 

If so, make the dbtlnction dear when calling fa an 
emergency. 

• Use masonry walls, patios; walkways and poofa to ' 
create s safety barrier to structures. 

• Teach family members to sfaylow to thelpound 
when eseaptog from a flre.. .> -

• Make sura tamUy members kndw' that If their 
dothing catdies flrs, thor should stop,'drop to the 
ground end rsU. Running makea lira burs faster. 

• If flre b gradually approaching, back can fato 
toe garage or park them on tne driveway, beaded out, 
fbr quick escape. Ckse car windows and be ready to 
open the garage door manuellv if electrldty fa out 

For more information, write the Federal Emergen­
cy Management Agency. Region DC. Hazard Midgatton 
Branch, Building 109, nesldto of Sea Frandsco, San 
Franebco, ailT 04128. Or caU (415) .929-7257. . 

EartlHpsaks • 
• Secure heavy furniture and appliances to waUs. 

' . • Use loop-and-book fastenen to secure items like 
êrco equipment and VCRs. 
• Strap the water heater to wall abids. 
• Hang heavy Items such as pictures and-mirrors i 

away from beds, couches snd anywhere peopte sit or ; 
sleep. I 

• Earthquake damikge to mobile homes often fa a 
result of the coach falling off supports. Secure tbe • 
undercarriage-to tbe foundation. Doubte-widê  should 
be tied together. .-

• When an earthquake blfa, if iosideMay inside and 
if outside stay outside. Most fajttrles o(icur when peopte 
are bit by fblling debris as thay. .enter 'or leave 

. bufldlniiL • 
Indoois, go under atludy fiirnitun abcli'as a 

heavy desk'or fable; or against aa Inside Viall or a solid, 
framed doorway. . . " : » ••. 

Outdoors.'stay fa the opeiL away IkomibttildfagB. : 
trees, tdiepbone end electric lines and ovierpasaea. 

• In pickings safe spot, also look for tme that will 
provide air space If the bunding colU If you an 
uaderan for example, stay with the desk if It 
moves. • 



• stay out of elevaton and away from windows, 
mirrors and heavy turalture that could topple. 

• Earthquake Insurance typically b an "add-on" to 
a homeowner's policy. You have- to request it 

Fleode aaS fueli floeda 
• "Flood watch" means a flood b possible fa your 

area and a "flood warning" means floodlag b 
occurrfng or b immfaent 

• Flash floods give Uttlo warelng and occur even 
when It's not ralnfag where you are. They have great 
power and can cany large boulders. Leave immedi­
ately for higher ĝ und If yoii hear a flash flood 
warning. Leave your car, camping gear or other 
belongings where they are. 

• Ffad out if you live In a flood-prone area from 
your local public worita or emergency management 
offlce. 

• Homeowner's poUdes typically do not cover "act 
of God" flooding. Communities may pariidpate fa the 
National Flood Insurance Program. Call your insur­
ance agent if you are faterested. But dont wait until 
the fast minute. There generally b a flve-day waiting 
period.. • Call your locai emergency .management 
office to leam tbe elevatton of your property so you 
wUl know U the flood elevations forecasted will aited 
your home, 

• If you live fa an area frequently flooded, 
stockpile plywood, plastb: sheeting, famber. nalb, 
hammier and saw, pry bar, sboveb and sandbags. 

• Never stock sandbags directly against outer walte 
of a building. THe bags can create added pressure on 
the foundanon. 

• Have check valves Installed fa building sewer 
trape to prevent flood witen ftrom backing up fa sewer 
drafas. As s last'resort, use large corks or stoppers. 

• Ih advance, buUd flood walb.bermser levees to 
keep floodwateis trom reaching tbe bouse. Check with 
'the building departinent firtt nnce.your floodwall er 
ber̂  m ^ Increase flooding ebewhere. 

• Make sure your community keeps ditches and 
dndnage waya open. 

• Put your electric panel at least 12 Inches above 
the base flood devatlon. 

• If you have a fUd fank fa the basement, anchor It 
to the floor and wall to keep It from floating or tippfag 
over. . 

Sources: Cooperative Extsnsion of the tMvsratty of 
C^emia; Federal Emereetuy Manasfement Agency; 
Am«rioan Red Cross; Califarnia Landseope Contrac­
tors Assodotioii; Califomia Office cf Emergencv. 
Services; Los Angeles' dty'and. county fire- depart-
ments; ond Earthquake Preparedness guide by W* 
fsrty A Associoles, Dtsaster>Dnergency Preparedness^ 
La Canada. \ 
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TheWIineHou».««^ V 
.,.,5^ more disiu pliiming 
•••̂ ndlesspreparatioxifor -. • 
^u6k{tfv^ .̂̂ ^ 

: . QyLARRVUPMAN 
, CbKHcwSawn'.-' 

V , Washington, p.& — Tlw CUMon 
•{•.•dministntion' on Monday ,an-

nounced a.m ĵor dvei^til .of the 
-ipederal ' Emergency, Mansgeinent 
-<r.Agcncy designed .Ob istreainlijiie its re-
.r ̂ RKto disaster?, stress midgazlon 
.wiod: haaards and sharply fub its role 
v.iniaiIon8{ security. 
*« _ . . • ' i * - • . 

V . Vice President AI Gone said the le-
. rprgwlatloa would be one of the ad-
..miiuBtiation's "reinywting govein-
'̂ .jbtent'V projects., wblch attempt .-to 
l̂ r̂ uice fflanagcmcnc'avrjhdul, Tegt̂  
fatoiy red tape and ceniralized-ded-
ŝfonmaldng.;::. 

FBMA Was choaen. Gore kaid, -be: 
; .caste of its'relatively, small TATK — 
about 2,700 .employ^ arid be-

'~ cause' of the interest of the cnipby-
, oes snd new director James Lee WItc 
'.• Rê ndingitowhatWittcaileida 
' ̂ 'new wwld oî iear!*''and â 'dowĥ siz-
.-.ing of our mi]itar>;,'' fCMA's new or-
gfli\ization abolishes thie Nistlenal. 

Prep;uT|da<ias Directorate, .î hlch 

xtationatseoirifyf̂ ^ .'' . 
-; jiic Palm Beach Rost and Cox 
. Vewspapeid repotted 4h February 
that FEMA had spent 11.8 billion 
over the previiMis decade on national 
sedirity prqgrafas,' fachidlng a top-
sfclret Pttdect to keep' the'govern-
Tieht operating m ease af a luldear 

K major cOnvoneht.of that piT>-
grSlh was the establishment of five 

<ltiWilibe9n«ofthe : 
adffliiifstration's 
"reinveiiling 
Ipovfiniiiieiif' projects 

;. '.... 

°mbtAlc,'iiiiits'r-r.'eacb'with about 60 
vvUfles ̂ .&a£,QEMild.l>e used to su^ 
port tbe'.presidQat ahd .top govern-; 
. ine^collidalB withfood, sheltn and 
'high-tech,,°dominuaKSLtibns. e^lp-
>, n\ient duri^anucle&r'^ . . > 4 

UncU Horrleane Andrew h!C'Flori<* 
oaendUubiuiafa August 1992;the 
detachments known as Mobile 
Einergency:-Response Support or 
MERS were little-'used fa dlesa-' 

tet6 or emetgendes. 
. Dnder the agency's muganlatton 

plan, the HffiS tinlis are being incor­
porated fato FQiA's le îlar aedvi-
•tlesi They were used to setup field 
disasteroffices during this sunnner's 
floodlngfathe Midwest • 
• Witt said the MERS units will Jofa 
in TEMA's "day-co-day activities. 
They won't be sitting there lilce a 
•firefighter In a flre Station waltfag 
for&call." 

Jane Bullock, one gf xhi; FEMA Of" 
ticials vho developed the reorgani­
zation plan, .said "Witt has ordered 
further study of the MERS nnlu to 
determine whether all five regional­
ly based detachments are needed. 

The announocnumt of FEMA's ic 
{Organisation came three days after a 
seoond bill was filed in Cangress.pra-
p̂oslng a malor restructurfag of ̂ e 
agency. Vlu's plan appears dose co 
the bDI Ixiiroduced last Friday by 
iRepk Bob BoTski, D-Pa-, chaiznBn of 
,the Public Works and Transporta­
tion subcommittee. 
' But the reorganiiation is sharply 
different from a proposal fatroduced 
In May by Sen. Barbara MlKulski, D-
Md: l̂ iat plan would do away with 
FEMA's national security role and 
create a domestic crisis unit headed' 
by the vice president. 



EDITORIALS 

und of disastrous FEMA 
a model for rest of government 
r T T ^ he federal b«nev thafn The federal agency that's 

supposed Belp In disasters richly 
deserved ijs terrible repuution 
— until thb year. Under vigorous 

w-,.. leadeiTship, the Fedsra? 
firnergency Management Agency is 
i«l!rF*r^ " iwasformailon, 

• offering the realistic brospect of effective 
performance. [ 

' wIS^'* f'"PPolnttng response to 
Hnrricane Andrew in Dade Countv wasn't 

;ts faul̂  becL«. stife ofLfals li 
•F orlda butnblad, too In other disasters over 

repeatedly for slowai lu and ineptitude. 

PTJ?"'!?'^''. *»improve sharply. 
..Director James Lc«' Wtt, tbe agency did lU 
Job day after day in ii profesrional Llplng 
faroribir r ""^"^^ 

Now V?itt Is reorginfaing FEMA la a 
common-sense maniiBr hb predecessors althAr 

ZZSA" «>*••«'*»'»'' 
wi.M.'?iS/, • ^°"f-""l- '"! "y««m b 

ffl^tt'tSSiSfc^ 

way to reorganize. 
In a word, he streamlined. Pour 

Jl^JP!V«»" l"*.̂ * »et up, reflectfag the 
;lpllned mind. work of an organfaed, self.disc.̂ „.„„ 

The first Is aimed at making buildlnss . 

0'« hurricant, earthquake or other 

hasards, offer suggestions on enforctag 
safety codes and do research and education 

The second unit will trafa and prepare 
I T l l l ^ i'f} ^i"* '*^»^"- The thfrd will 
act when a disaster actually happens 
coordfaating responsa and racovary. Finally a 
t « S ^ " to handle logliUcs and 

Wi5 ^Mlf'̂ " "organization is Impressive. 
J??;.?^"?* **f ̂  "̂ '''̂ ^ It succeeds by ortaging employees into the change process. " 
„ J ^ '^^^ agreements with two 
! i l S X ' " " " " ' workers, forming 
tiS5^!fr?'^*°**^"*~"WP Council, ^ 
Which will help the agency make 
improvemsats. 

l?^ is immensely encouraging and 
S i w f a S : ! * ? ? ' * '^'^"^ PSsl'dent Al oores efforte to reinvent government. If 

oSJ^^i?^"*"/' ^ In other Washington bureaucratic juaglas. 
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Wnr INKS HISTORIC LABOR COUNCIL PACT 

WASHINGTON — A breakthrough agreemjcnt forming an historic partnership between 
labor and management was signed today by the nation's top emergency manager and officials 
of two major federal unions. 

James Lee Witt, director of the Federal Emergency Managemait Agency (FEMA), said 
the unprecedented pact sets up one of the first Labor-Management Partnership Councils recently 
called for by President Clinton in conjunction v t̂h the Administration's reinventing govemment 
initiative. 

"It opens the way for all involved parties to come together to identify problems, craft 
solutions and make sure that we deliver the highest quality of services for safeguarding the 
American people," Witt said. 

Under the agreement, the 16-member council will be comprised of seven union-appointed 
FEMA employees and nine agency management representatives, including a chair appointed by 
Witt. Each coundl member will serve an 18-month term, meeting at the call of the chair. 

The voluntary agreement was signed at FEMA national headquarters by Witt and 
representatives of the American Federation of Govemment Employees (AFGE) and the National 
Federation of Federal Employees (NFFE). 

Signing for the unions were. Andrew Giglio, president, NFFE Local 1983; Steve 
Hardman, president, AFGE Local 1754; Denise Fredricks, representative, AFGE Local 2203; 
Donough Hammonds, presideni, AFGE Local 3836; James McGillivray, representative, AFGE 
Local 4059; and Wilda Capo, president, AFGE Local 4060. 

-30-
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FEMA Announces Streamlining; 
WASHINGTON (AP) _ The Federal Emergency Management Agency is 

being streamlined to end duplicated efforts and ensure that all its 
resources are available for any type of disaster, a spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

The reorganization follows congressional studies that criticized 
the agency's managers, citing lack of experience and drive, as well 
as complaints about the agency's response to Hurricane Andrew in 
Florida last year. 

The changes take advantage of similarities between the responses 
to all diffierent types of disasters, said FEMA spokesman Morrie 
Goodman. 

"Up to now there has been an approach to deal with hurricanes, 
an approach to deal with earthquakes, an approach to deal with 
chemical stockpile accidents _ you name it _ terrorism, anything 
you can imagine,** Goodman told a reporter. 

The result was wasted effort and confusion. For example, Goodman 
said two different parts of the agency were making tapes explaining 
how to prepare for a hurricane. 

And in some cases equipment controlled by one division, such as 
Civil Defense, might not be available to help with other types of 
disasters, Goodman said. 

The changes were annoimced to FEMA employees Monday by Director 
James Lee Witt and Vice President Al Gore, who heads the 
administration's effort to streamluie the federal bureaucracy. 

"Our reorganization will enable us to work closer togetlier 
within FEMA, among the other federal departments and agencies and 
among state and local governments," Witt said. 

Witt divided FEMA management into foiur du*ectorates: 
^Mitigation will work to reduce the impact of disasters by 

focusing on identifying hazards, enforcing safety codes, planning, 
research and education. 

Preparedness, Training and Exercise will handle training and 
preparation for all types of disasters. 

Response and Recovery will coordinate activities during a 
disaster. 

Operations and Support will handle logistics and technology. 
Two existing divisions of FEMA, the U.S. Fire Administration and 

the Federal Insurance Administration, were retained with some 
changes. 
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The nmnber of managers among FEMA's 2,700 employees will 
decline, but Goodman could not cite figmres. 

The reorganization also is expected to save money and lead to 
reduced staff through attrition, he said. 

On Tuesday, Witt signed an agreement with the two unions that 
represent FEMA employees to form a Labor-Management Partnership 
Council. The council, with seven union members and nine management 
members, will help the agency make improvements, Goodman said. 

The unions are the American Federation of Government Employees 
and the National Federation of Federal Employees. 

AP-NY-10-19.93 1903EDT 
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-tune system 
to better fight disasters 

'' WASHirijQTON - The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
is being streamlined to end dupli-
:cated efforts and ensure that all 
.its resourcea are available for 
any type of disaster, a spokesman 
said on Tuesday.' 
: The changes take advonUge of 
similarities between the respons-

. es to aU disasters, FEMA spokes­
man Morrie Goodman said. 

"Up to now there has been an 
approach to deal with hurrfpines, 
an approach to deal with earth­
quakes, an approach to deal with 

chemical stockpile accidents — 
you name it — terrorism, any 
thing you can imagine," Good­
man said. 

The result was wasted effort 
and confusion. For example. 
Goodman said two different parts 
of the agency were making tapes 
explaining how to prepare for a 
hurricane. 

The changes were announced 
to FEMA employees on Monday 
by Director James Lee Witt and 
vice President Al Gore, who 
heads the administration's effort 
to streamline the federal 

bureaucracy. 
Witt divided FEMA manage­

ment into four directorates: 
• Mitigation will work to re­

duce the impact of disasters by 
focusing on identifying hazards, 
enforcing safety codes, planning, 
research and educatioa 

• Preparedness, Training and . 
Exercise will handle training and , 
preparation for all disasterl 

• Response and Recovery will ' 
coordinate activities during a ' 
.disaster. • 

• Opfiratlons and Support will 

handle ioslstlcs and technology. 
The U.S. Fire Administration 

and . the Federal Insurance Ad-
ministration were retained with 
some changes. 

On Tuesday, Witt signed an 
agreement with the two unions 
that represent FEMA employees 
to form a Labor-Management' i 
Partnership Council. The council 
will help the agency make im-
provements. Goodman said. 

The unions are the American 
Federation of Government Em* 
ployees and the National Federo- . 
tion of Federal Employees. 

mm 
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WITT UNVEILS FEMA REORGANIZATION 

WASHINGTON - The director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
todav unveiled a reorganization plan to set the agency on a new path founded on leadership 
p^ êrsWp^^^^^ to the American public and the nation's emergency management 
community. 

Witt ioined by Vice President Gore, who heads the Administration's reinventing 
government iiitiativc'detailed the FEMA reorganization in an address ^ F ^ ^ na^^^ 
headquarters employees which was televised simultaneously to the agency's 10 regional offices 
and state emergency managers across-the country. 

Witt described the agency reshaping as consistent with the Clinton Administration̂ ^̂ ^ go^ 
of reinventing govemment to make it more responsive and productive, and s new 
dirSion of forming partnerships with state and local govemments and reducing nsks of all 
hazards faced by the American people. 

-We must and will pay more attention to the needs of our customers, the American 
neople " Witt said. "Our reorganization will enable us to work closer together witiiin FEMA, 
kmong the other federal departments and agencies, and among state and local govemments. 

The reorganization is the product of a long and exhaustive study of FEMA resources 
done in conjunction with the dictates of a changing world environment and its impact on 
emergency management in protecting the safety and well being of the nation during any type of 
emergency. 

This reorganization, Witt said, will accomplish a three-prong goal of creating new 
partnerships, emphasizing mitigation, and offering a strong all-hazards approach to emergency 
management. Witt defmSi an all-hazards approach as the ability to bnng to bear on any disaster̂  
all of FEMA's resources. 

-more-



REORGANIZATION -- Add One 

"We can create a professional and meaningful work environment that supports mnovauon 
and meets the mission and goals of the new FEMA," Witt said, "as well as making the changes 
that Congress expects and the America people deserve." 

Under tiie reorganization, FEMA will be comprised of four directorates and two 
administiations. Key elements include: 

* Mitigation Directorate will work towards a national mitigation strategy to reduce Uie 
impact of disasters, regardless of the cause. 

Preparedness, Training and Exercises Directorate will integrate efforts of the agency to 
build an all-hazards capability at all levels of government. 

* Response and Recovery Directorate wUl coordinate Uie activities in times of disaster, 
although the work will cut across auUiority lines ttiroughout the agency. 

* Operations Support Directorate will handle logistical needs and technological systems. 

Two oUier parts of FEMA, Uie U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) and the Federal 
Insurance Administration (FIA), were retained but modified to conform wiUi overall agency 
goals USFA will play a larger role in the Urban Search and Rescue area and become more fuUy 
integrated into overall FEMA activities. The FIA was restructured to conform with overall 
administrative guidelines of the agency. 

-30-
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peered to have crested ThuruSay 
as well, Knichowtki said. Witiiout 
more rain, the river should drop 
6,5 feet and retum to below flood 
stage by Sunday morning. 

io historic Ste. Genevieve, city 
worken were bolstering the rock 
levee system erected last summer. 

"What's coming .is still a pretty 
good-sized flood," said David An-
gerer, administrator for the city 
about 60 miles south of St. Louis. 
".But if ii's not more than what 
thcy predicted, we'll be OK." 

The Axsociatcd Press contrib-. 
uied 10 this article. y 

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affairs, Federal Emergency Managemem 
Agency, Washington, D.C. 20472 



Midwest Rivers Rout Families 
VALLEY PARK, Mo. (AP) _ The Meramec River surged higher 

Thursday, threatening an interstate highway, and some residents 
driven from their homes for the third time in a year waited out the 
high water at a church shelter. They pondered their return to the 
flood plain. 

"You wrap your lifetime around a house," said Jun Thayer, who 
has Uved here since 1953. "But it's getting so expensive to 
rebuild that a lot of people are going to have to give up." 

Midwestern rivers fattened on snowmelt and fed by days of spring 
rains flowed out of their banks this week, forcing people from 
their homes and reviving memories of last summer's devastating 
floods. 

Flooding was blamed for four deaths in Missouri and one each in 
Illinois and Oklahoma. 

Thayer and his neighbors, including Edna Krupp and her cat Puss, 
took shelter at Sacred Heart Church. They cheered when a television 
brought news that the weather service had downgraded its crest 
prediction for the Meramec. 

Instead of cresting at 39 feet on Friday, it topped out Thursday 
at 37.4 feet and by late evening had fallen to 37.1 feet, the 
weather service said. 

It has already forced about 1,000 people _ one-fourth of the 
town- from their homes and threatened to sweep over Interstate 44, 
which~slices diagonally across the state from Springfield northeast 
to St. Louis. 

In Southern Illinois, several families were plucked to safety by 
helicopter after the Mississippi River pushed through a levee near 
Miller City. Hours earlier, crews had finished adding 10 feet to 
the levee to reinforce it. 

"We're losing ground quick," levee conunissioner Greg Patton 
said. "Not anything much we can do. Just move out." 

In historic Prairie du Rocher in southwestern Illinois, 
residents piled sandbags atop a levee holdmg back the Kaskaskia 
River. 

"I just don't want our house to get flooded again," said Erin 
Huntley, a high school freshman. 

The retreating Embarras River left a slhny brown mixture of mud, 
water, gasoline and oil coating the streets of Villa Grove in 
east-central Illinois. 

More than half the town's 1,000 homes were flooded, and the 
water supply tainted. On Mam Street, residents filled jugs from a 
1,200-gallon tank of drinkmg water perched on a trailer. 

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affairs, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Washington, D.C. 20472 



Illinois officials called up 150 members of the National Guard 
and 1,000 were on standby. 

In Petersburg, Dl., about 25 miles northwest of Springfield, 
the Sangamon River rose over Illinois highways 97 and 123. It also 
had spilled three or four blocks bito the city. 

In Oklahoma, the Neosho River crested more than 10 feet above 
flood stage Wednesday at Miami, forcing the evacuation of about 200 
families. Teams from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
visited Thursday, trying to put a price tag on damaged homes and 
businesses. Gov. David Walters said floodmg is worse this year 
than last, and asked President Clinton for a federal disaster 
declaration. 

Clinton declared five counties in east Tennessee as mjgor 
disaster areas to help residents and businesses recover from the 
flooding. 

Down the Mississippi at Vicksburg, Miss., the floodgates on 
Steele Bayou will be closed this weekend to protect the area, 
flooding 230,000 acres of delta farmland, said Jim Wanamaker, chief 
engineer for the state Levee Board. 

"We are going to have thousands of acres that normally we would 
have had planted which are not going to get planted this year," 
said Ron Goldman, of the Army Corps of Engmeers. 

Heavy ram throughout the Ohio River basin and snowmelt to the 
north fed the steady rise of the Mississippi, Wanamaker said. 

Heavy rain was forecast overnight in the Mississippi Valley. 
In St. Louis, the Mississippi crested at 6.5 feet over flood 

stage. Downriver, people braced for the worst. 
In historic Ste. Genevieve, scene of last year's gallant battle 

against the waters, workers bolstered the left-over rock levees. 
"What's coming is still a pretty good-sized flood," city 

administrator David Angerer said. "But if it's not more than what 
they predicted, we'U be OK." 

AP-NY-04-14-94 2314EDT 
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April 14, 1994 
6:00-7:00 AM 
ABC 
World News This Morning 

THALIA ASSURAS, anchor: 

The end is in sight for the floods soaking much of the Midwest. Weather 
forecasters say this week's flooding should end by the weekend Still, that s 
small comfort for people for whom the worst has yet to f ^ " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
still-rising flood waters have forced hundreds of people from their homes. 
Evacuations have also taken place in parts of Oklahoma, where the governor is 
seeking a federal disaster declaration, federal ErperRcncv Management 
officials arrive in Oklahoma to assess the damage today. 

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affairs, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Washington, D.C. 20472 
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FEMA POISED FOR MIDWEST FLOOD RESPONSE 

WASHINGTON — The nation's top einergency manager said today 

that the federal government i s poised to respond to the f i r s t 

episode of spring flooding now threatening parts of the Midwest i f 

help i s requested by the states. 

"We are in close contact with the threatened states to help 

assess potential needs and expedite assistance as required," said 

James Lee Witt, director of the Federal Einergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) . 

Witt noted that disaster specialists from FEMA regional 

offices already are working with the affected states to conduct 

preliminary damage inspections in some flooded midwestem areas, 

while other agency teams are standing by for immediate assignment 

elsewhere as needs arise. 
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Quake retrofit cost 
agers supervisors 
Estixnâ  feD 
$74 miDion shoit 
Br RMbal Gordon 
O F M I 

Badun of tba plan to atrencth* 
•n city-owned buildinga in S u 
FMndaco't Civic Ceater to Kelp 
them wHhstttod̂ sfixtitgudkee Miy 
the coat estiinate epprovod tqTVot-
erfe four yean ago was only a 
'̂ mad-brahed (ueM.** 

Hie eatunate turned out to be 
about 174 mOUoB ehort of what tt 
win eoit tbahoic up Cijy Hall, the 
Opera Housâ  Bill Gmham Chrle. 
Auditorium, the Department of 
Public Health headquarten and 
tha Veterana BuOding, city oOidAlB 
saidthieweeL 

Hie axplanatioa that the eoet 
would lik^ be 30 percent mora 
than first eatimated becauae The 
City hadntperforaied in-depth MI' 
cJoeenng atudioa ahead of time 
didnt ait waQ with aome mamben 
of the Board of BupeorviaorB. 

'iVe have to do better than 
that," aaid Supenrisor Tom Hneh, 
who chaiia the Board of Supervi-
aora Budget Committee, '^a have 
to redoubk our efforts to make 
sure that eveiy propoaaJ we submit 
to the voters gets double scrutiny 
to moka sun it is accurate." 

Oiy ofBdoli knnW llieir plan 
i'for a 1247 mOian bond naaiun in 
order to quaUiy it for tba June 1090 
baDot, leaa than a year after the 
Loma Prieta eartlwiuake. which 
had pointed uprthe vulnerability of 
many aty buildings. 

But now thai adamie angtneare 
hava takena food look at tha build­
ings, dty offidab ai^ tha cost of 
tha retrofit pn«act m^ ba 1321 

i f •ghastly' 
"People were not givsn the op­

portunity to determine whethsr 
this (project) would ba a worth­
while expense," aaid Suparvlaor 
Carole Mlgden. 'It's ghastly end 
etodes tha confidenca of tha vot-

City officials may. have to go 
before the voters again in Novem­
ber to ask them to approve $44 
mtlHon in additional bonds. Tlu 
City can pick up $30 mfljion firom 
interest eamed on the hond money 

and br mending awô y Intended: 
forivftacBiif Iba City** cnnnbling: 
3aa fa San Bruno, wUeh BMy be; 
beyond savini; aaid Rudy Kotltan- • 
berb Tha 011/1 cbMfadminiatn-' 
tive officar. 

City officiola alao an .bopuig: 
that tha ̂ m^^mmmmt. win 
pick vp aoma Ifnbt most of tha tab 
with money fkom tta diaaatar relief j 
iiiDd. 

Retrofittiag tha buOdinge could 
end vp coating otiD mon oooa the 
joba an actuaQy put out to bkL Of 
course, then's ahraya tbe dianoe 
that it wO coat leaa. 

Nothanbetf aaid Tha City oould 
have waited to place tba bond maa-
aim oa .the ballot after doing a 
mon thoroueh en̂ nieering review 
and oost anabrna. But. he said, that 
coets money. 

"You^ not going to invest an 
cnoninoiit amount of money for 
abidiee if you dont even knoiw it's 
fp>ing to turn into a prqiect," he 

It waa gnaiiwerfc 
Tbe original coat eathaate, he 

said, was baaed on problema (bund 
by Department of Public Works* 
arebitecU and engineera who visu­
ally inspected the prppeitiea. 

"It reoUy was a broad-brushed 
gueas," hs said. 

He said there was no attempt to 
deceive the piiblk̂  Tlie original es-
timato was based on the best infor-
mata<» availabla at the tlxae, he 
aaid. 

Migden said coming up with 
money for tha stuc&a first ndgjbt 
have been a better Idea. "Once 
youVa oonuttittad to a project, it^ 
hiud to tum bade" 

Tha Cij^ran Into a almilor 
problaaâ liHKittir «Hh tba.con-
stmctlnî iî taMMlJd 
tDthsHaBoTJustloa. 

The original price tag waa $61 
million. But scores of design 
changes after oonHniction began 
Coioad tha price up by t3Ji millkm. 

like the CMe Canter prcyect, 
the primary eulprit waa rû lied 
planning — in tlM cose of the Jail, 
to maet a crudal ̂ ta deadline. 

"This aaema to happen all the 
time." said Supervisor Suaan laaL 
Tt wouUba wise todo a litUa nmra 
planning so we dont get ounalvea 
intoaboi." 
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Why L.A. freeways are 
fixed faster than ours 

G
OOD NEWS! Inter­
state 280, broken in 
the 1989 Loma Priata 
earthquake, is ex­
pected to z«-open 20 

montha bom. now, petbape as soon 
as Now Yeax̂ a Day, 1996. 

Plaaae note: That ia months, not 

Days ia how they measure nae-
way fix-ita in Los Aageles, not in 
SanFrandioo. 

San Prandsco's Central Free­
ways retro&t of of&unpa at Hayes 
Valley has no deadline fbr ebmple-
tion. Caltrans and dtizens groups 
— mostly reeidenta who live next 
to the nowHlemoliahed double-deck 
structun — have yet to agree on 
what should go when. 

Raplocement of the razed dou-
bla-dedcer Embarcadero Freeway 
with a surface boulevard is also 
years away firom completion. De­
bate oontinuee over its oonnectiqni 
to the Bay Bridge and U.S. 101 — 
tbe "terminal separators." It's a 
tarro found only slightly less fire-

Jordan's 
solution has 
been to put 
earthquake 
repairs on hold 

qu;nt]y in the average person's vo­
cabulary than the phrase .'well 
done* can be heard about City 

Ob yes. CityHall. It also needs a 
ntrofit J<d>. Everyone has to move 
to rented quarters while the doma 
and all thaf s beneath it ia hiked 
up. Contractors will put giant 
Sliiddes under it to let the building 
bounce in the event cdTanother sari-
oua quake. 

A minor problem has emerged. 
City offidals' negotiations for 

rental quarters (tbe Son Frandsco 
Mart at 67̂ Steveiuon St and an 
offioB building at 633 Folaom St) 
wont Itf percent over budget (aa 
in $22.7 million over btulget}. 

0 NOT enough money is lefl 
in the bank to fix City Hal], 
which ia the reason 6xy of­

fices ore being moved in the first 
place. 

(The mayor and Board, of Su-
perviaora are moving early next 
year across the street to two floon 
of the Veterans War Memorial 
Building, space made available by 

•• the ploxmed move of tha Museum 
of Modern Art to Verba Buiilna 
Center.) 

San Fnndsoo is the victim of 
more than an earthquake. 

Larry Bush, publisher of CitiRt' 
I port and a onetime aids to former 
'. Mayor Art Agnos, it an Examiiur 
^columnist. 

We'n tha victim of bad timing 
and bad laadanbip. Our timing 
waa bad baeauae we had the mia-
fbrtuae on top af misfbrtune to su^ 
fer a disaatar during tive Buah ad-
ministntiaa. 

Loa Angelaa qidta ri^tly wait* 
ed luitil Bill Clioton waa in the 
White Houae.' 

But in Saa Frandaoo, after tha 
Loma Prieta earthquake hit in Oc­
tober 1989, tba director of the. Fed­
eral Emarganey Management 
Agency aurveyad tha damage firom 
his living room aofa, watching tele­
vision as tba World Seriea was pre-
einpted by xubUa, fin axul death. 
Ha never eema to San Frandsco. 
1^ only tima be talked fo dty ofR-
dais was on a TST hook-up during a 

. bxttadcasL ' 
Tba Buah administration's sec­

retary of Tranaporlatioii made a 
fly-by for San Francisco, barely 
touching ground. 

Compare that with'Ĉ linton's re­
sponse. Witt̂ n 10 boun of the 
tomlalor in Lis Angelea, two cabi­
net officors aad the head o^JQiM^ 
were on the spot — and stayed 
then for weeka, maldng sure the 
on-tht-spot promises they made 
wen ddivered to tbe spot 

Then thatei'a the sUte leader­
ship. In 1989t we had to count on 
George DeulpB îan. He waa the 
govamcr whoaa picture oould be 
found on milk cartona over the 
phraaa: *Havt yoM seen thia man? 
Ifso, please can his oftice.' ' 

Today, wa bave Fete Wilson. 
More important. Gov. Wilson has a 
re-electian campaign under way— 
and one-third of the elactonte lives 
in the Los Angales arse. 

State ofBciala say ihat Loa An­
geles got its Santa Monica Free­
way repaired In a record 64 days 
becauae local leaders there pushed 
far guide reeulta. 

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affairs, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Washington, D.C. 20472 



"Here they didnt pull out all 
tha stops,* CaltraniT JaflTWaias told 
ma. I t waant parceivad aa mudi df 
as emergangr hen." 

Right you are. Jordan inbaritad 
from former Mayor Art Agnos a 

Mayer Jordaii 
OALeHEMOERSCHElO 

team working on earthquake re­
covery. Tlie team disappeand af-. 
ter Jordan handed earthquake 
taska to Rudy Nothenberg, the 
chief administrative ioffioer. 

Ih effect, Jordan's solutiQa haa 
been to jui earthquake repairs on* 
hold for the first two yean of his 
four-year term. 

State Sen. Quentin Kbpp. I-San 
Mateô San F̂ andacb, happens to 
head the state Senate's Trans­
portation Goramittee. 

His responae to the quick fix in 
Los Angeles isn't to push harder for 
San Frandsco; instead he's busy 
attacking tHe contract that award­
ed a bonus for getting the LA. job 
done faster. 

And then then's Caltrana. Its 
offidals said repair of Interstate 
2S0 was iinlika anything ever d(Ba 
in the history of the worid and, as a 
result, would take yean to davalop 
a theory and then a design be&re 
npain oould begin on two milaa of 
critical double-deck roadway eootb 
of Army Street He latest contract 
calls foi: work to be completed at 
the end of 1995. 

Childnn ieazn the rhyme about 
HumptyDumpty: 
AU the king's horses and all tht 

kittg'smen 
couldn't put Humpty together 

again. 
Only in San Frandsco, where 

our politidaivs have a knack fbr re­
taining the least attractive aapecta 
of childishneu, has that rhyme 
turned into reality. They aiaply 
dont seem ab!̂  to put us bocl'to-
getiher again. 

3" 

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affairs, Federal Emergency Management 
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Breaking New Ground 
After Quake '94 

By David Griffith 
Vice President. EIS International 

The recent Northridge earthquake in 
southern California. like most other disas­
ters, left emergency managers straggling 

heroically to bring order out of chaos. In­
itial reports from the region suggest that 
some were more successful than others. 
Too often, it seems, these dedicated pro­
fessionals could not get the vital mforma-
tion they needed, when they needed it. 

On several fronts, however, informa­
tion management made tremendous pro­
gress. Local, state and federal emer­
gency management officials accom­
plished a number of "technological 
firsts" in their response operations and 
the Emergency Information System for 
Windows (ElS/Win) was among the tools 
that made those breakthroughs possible. 

Although EISAVin was used last year 
by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) headquarters to manage 
Emergency Support Function 5 (ESF-S: 
Information and Planning) infornialion, 
and as a link to state and local EOCs for 
the Midwest floods and Hurricane Emily, 
officials used the software in more local­
ized, and therefore effective, ways during 
the Northridge response. For example, 
the earthquake marked the fi«t deploy­
ment of ElS/Win to a Disaster Field Of­
fice (DFO) to support the FEMAyCalifor-

nia OES ESF-5 activities, FEMA's Re­
covery Channel television broadcasts 
and the City of Glendale Emergency Man­
agement Agency from the Pasadena DFO 

The California field deployment ot 
ElS/Win also included the first real-time 
sharing of the same EIS daiaset by two 
remote EIS users. Data was entered by 
the DFO EIS operator directly into the 
ElS/Win database at FEMA headquarters 
EICC. As the FEMA headquarters EIS 
operator entered a record into the 
ElS/Win database, it was immediately 

available to the ElS/Win operator at the 
Disaster Field Office. 

In addition, the ElS/Win ECOMM 
(Electronic COMMunications) network 
of users provided a new level of effi­
ciency in the use of aerial reconnaissance 
photography for situation analysis and 
damage assessment. A process was suc­
cessfully implemented, using EIS and 
ECOMM, that transmitted key aerial pho­
tos in electronic image format to the 
FEMA headquarters Emergency Informa­
tion Command Center (EICC) directly 
from NASA's Ames Research Center, the 
provider of the aerial photography. This 
process saved literally days of hardcopy 
development and delivery time in this 
phase of disaster intelligence. 

EIS Interoperability 
EIS International's staff of emergency 

professionals were involved in the earth­
quake response from the beginning, pro­
viding special expertise in information 
technology and emergency management 
to otficials in both California and Washing-
ion, D.C. 

Upon notification of the quake on the 
morning of January 17, a team of EIS In­
ternational technical specialists began im­
porting new U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) 1: lOO.CWO scale maps of Los An­
geles County into the FEMA headquar­
ters ElS/Win map system. This provided 
a comprehensive and detailed layer of 
mapping covering the affected areas. 
These maps, integrated into a more gener­
alized series of California and Los Ange­
les County EIS maps, were also immedi­
ately provided to key EIS user EOCs as 
they activated for emergency operations 
that day. Those EOCs included: U.S. 
Sixth Army EOC, Presidio, San Fran­
cisco; California National Guard EOC, 
Sacramento; National Guard Bureau, Ar­
lington, Virginia. 

On January 18 at 7:00 a.m. Eastern 
Standard Time (EST), a two-person EIS 
Inicrnational emergency information sup­
port team began EISAVin and ECOMM 
operations in support of the FEMA head­
quarters ESF-5 staff at the Washington 
D.C. EICC. This team provided continu­
ous 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. shift support 
10 the EICC and other EIS users linked 
to the EICC by ECOMM until Friday, 
January 28. A single EIS International 
operations specialist continued support of 
the EICC from January 28 through Febru­
ary 4, during the field deployment of an­
other EIS International team to the 
Pasadena Disaster Field Office (DFO). 
EISAVin ECOMM modem links were im­
mediately established with the U.S. Sixth 
Army EOC, California National Guard 
EOC and the National Guard Bureau 
EISAVin installations. 

A sample of key EISAVin ECOMM 
data transmissions and ElS-supported in-

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affaiis, Federal Emergency Management 
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the ESF-5 staff at the DFO through Feb­
ruary 11. 

Utilizing a two-workstation local area 
network (LAN) and connection to the ad­
ministrative LAN throughout the DFO 
provided by FEMA, the same data im­
port/export capability among EISAVin, 
AROINFO and MAP/INFO systems that 
is utilized at FEMA headquarters was es­
tablished at the DFO. 

Shared EISAVin database connectivity 
was estoblished, utilizing the T-1 telecom­
munications lines (put in place by 
FEMA), which connected the DFO with 
FEMA headquarters. This not only pro­
vided high-speed data file transfer be­
tween the DFO and the FEMA EICC, it 
also allowed full real-lime access to the 
EICC EISAVin databases by the DFO, 
and vice-versa. Communicating the loca­
tion and description of any aspect of the 
response/recovery could now be accom­
plished in literally seconds, by simply 
adding a record to the database of the re­
mote EIS site (either the DFO or the 
FEMA EICC). 

To enhance local data compatibility, 
EIS International personnel at the DFO 
provided the same EIS Los Angeles 
County map system to the EISAVin instal­
lation at the City of Glendale Emergency 
Management Agency. EIS International 
experts provided selected EISAVin maps, 
graphic overlays and text records to 
FEMA staff at the DFO for broadcast to 
the public via FEMA's Recovery Channel 
TV broadcasts. 

FEMA's pioneering work in "informa­
tion connectivity" after the Northridge 
earthquake is another giant step toward 
emergency management data compatibility 
and communication — and one that has 
provided an "information common denomi­
nator" for the exchange of response data 
among local, state and federal sites. Like 
the remote EISAVin user linkages imple­
mented during the Midwest floods and Hur­
ricane Emily, the new EIS installations es­
tablished following the Northridge earth­
quake will undoubtedly help critical infor­
mation flow even faster in response to the 
next disaster.-*-
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Quakes strike l A 
Indonesia, cold 
blasts much of U.S., 
24 fire fighters l<illed 
Earthquakes and ice storms and fires, oh my. The week 
of January 17 saw nature unleash its furies around the 
world — Southem (California and Indonesia rumbled 
under the force of earthquakes while much of North 
America huddled under a thick glaze of ice and arctic 
winds. And tragically, the U.S. Fire Administration 
reports that 24 forestry fire fighters, most of them 
trainees, were killed in Argentina over the weekend 
when a fire overran their position. 

It wasn't a good week, on the whole. California 
Governor Pete Wilson said January 23 that the devastat­
ing Los Angeles earthquake that struck January 17 had 
surpassed Hurricane Andrew, the $30 billion storm of 
the century, as the costliest natural disaster in U.S. 

history. The quake, which measured 6.6 
on the Richtcr scale, killed 57 people. 

Calling the destruction "unprec­
edented" in its scale, Wilson said it was 
clear the quake left more people homeless 
and did greater damage to the region's' 
lifeline of freeways than the toll Andrew 
rook on Florida in 1992. The quake 
injured more than 8,000 people, made 
25.000 people homeless and caused up to 
$30 billion in losses, mostly concentrated 
in the San I"crnando Valley. "Wc arc 
concerned that there not be any rush to 
put down on paper any final number, a 
nuinlx-T that's almost guaranteed to be 
too low," Wilson said. 

According to the latest figures, nearly 
2,000damaged structures have been con­
demned, including more than 10,000 
housing units declared uninhabitable. 
Emergency responders from all over 
Southern California rushed to fight fires 
from damaged gas lines, extricate those 
trapped in the rubble or wrecked vehicles 
and take care of the innumerable EMS 
calls from the damaged area. (Watch 
future issue of lAFCOn Scenefoi detailed 
looks at the emergency response to the 
quake. lAFC members were in the thick 
of operations; we'll be talking to them in 
the coming weeks.) 

FEMA officials, including FEMA 
Director James Lee Witt, were on the 
scene very quickly. Despite a much 
smoother rcspon.sc than Wallace 
Stickney's FEMA managed after Hurri­
cane Andrew, there have still been 
grumblings from quake victims about 
inefficiencies. At press time, however, 
thousands of people had registered with 
FEMA and the first 1,100 relief checks 
were mailed January 23—less than a week 
after the inirial quake. "Wc have set up 
these centers faster than any disaster in 
history, and we set them up for a purpose 
— to help the people," Witt said on the 
TodayShotv. Hesaid l,500stafFmcmbers 
were brought in, new offices were being 
opened and more than 27,000 disaster 
aid applications were being processed. 

The United States wasn't alone in its 
earthquake problems. According to the 
Reuters news agency, a major earthquake 
maisuring6.9 on the Ricluer.scale.striick 
the Irian Jaya region of southeast Indone­
sia the morning of January 19, but there 
were no immediate reports of casualties. 

Officials from U.S. Geological Sur­
vey and the Royal Hong Kong Obsen'a-
tory said "a severe earthquake" occurred 
about 62 miles beneath Manokvrari, on 
Indonesia's side of New Guinea, or 2,000 
miles from Jakarta. 

Workers rushed out of their offices 
in panic in Nabire, 37 miles southwest of 
the qu.-ike's center, the official Antara 
news agency reported. 

The USGS said it was the largest 
earthquake in more than two decades to 
hit Indonesia. 

The Associated Press reported on the 
record cold and ice that swept across the 
Midwest and the East during the week of 
tribulations. 

Across most of the eastern United 
St.ites, record low temperatures haveclosed 
schools, businesses, roads and airports. 
Thousands of people have been without 
electricity or drinking water, and utilities 
are struggling to keep up with record 
demands for power. 

Power companies in New Jersey, 
Maryland, Delaware, Virginia and parts 
of Pennsylvania cut service to thousands 
of homes fbr 15 minutes this morning to 
offset an electricity shortage, Other com­
panies asked customers to voluntarily cut 
back usage. 

The Tennessee Valley Authority, 
which serves all or parts of seven states, 
expected an all-time power demand Janu­
ary 19, eclipsing its record 24,627 mega­
watts on December 22, 1989. 
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At least 66 deaths have been blamed 
on the cold snap that began over the 
weekend. Most of the victims were killed 
on icy roads or had heart attacks shoveling 
snow. Some froze to death, including a 
baby born Monday in an unheated house 
in Dayton, Ohio, where it was a record 25 
below zero January 18. 

Record low.s were recorded in dozens 
ofcitics,includingminus40inSr. Cloud, 
Minnesota; minus 22 in Louisville, Ken­
tucky; minus 27 in Indianapolis and mi­
nus 22 in Pittsburgh. Schools and univer-
siriescanctledclasses Wednesday in much 
of the Midwest after deadly wind chills 
and temperatures well below zero were 
forecast for this morning. 

In Kentucky, ice-covered interstates 
and parkways remained off limits to all 
bur vehicles carrying cssenrial food, fuel 
and medical supplies.' 'We're nor patrol­
ling," said Lee Haynes, a police officer in 
Edgewood. Kentucky. "Wc can't get 
help CO you. You're going to freeze to 

death. Peoplcdon'tunderstandit'sakiilcr 
cold and wouldn't take long." 

From Kentucky to Maine, thousands 
(ifciistomor.<; liad no electricity becau.sc of 
downed power lines and record demand 
for heat. The cold also froze pipes and 
cracked water mains. 

The weatherwas blamed for 10 deaths 
in Ohio; seven in Georgia; five each in 
North Carolina and Tennessee; four each 
in New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana and 
Wisconsin; three each in Virginia and 
Kentucky; two each in Iowa, South d r o -
lina, New Jersey, Maine. Illinois. Okla­
homa and Marj'land; and one each in 
Alabama, New Hampshire and West 
Virginia. *l' 
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I NEWS YOU CAN USE 

THIS IS WHAT THEY 
CALL SHELTER? 
The recent spate of natural disasters has 
exposed a big gap in homeowners policies 

H urricane Andrew brought man­
grove fish into Monique and 
Chuck Sims's South Florida 

house, along with 4 feet of brackish wa­
ter. But the young couple felt optimistic 
when they reclaimed their devastated 
three-bedroom home two days after the 
1992 storm. "We had both homeowners 
and flood insurance," says Monique. 
"Wc thought we had good coverage." 

Then the Simses discovered a hole in 
their homeowners policy as gaping as 
the one in their roof. Like millions of 
Americans, the couple lived in a house 
that had been built years ago, before lo­
cal building codes became more strin­
gent. What they found out, too late, is 
that even policies that guarantee the full 
cost of replacing a home often reserve 
an out when the devastated house must 
be rebuilt to meet newer standards-as 
local authorities typically require. The 
insurer just has to pay to rebuild the 
house the way it was before. Raising 
their foundation to meet federal flood 
standards took $40,000 out of the 
Simses' pockets. „ 

The offending "ordinance or law 
provision is a common clause in poli­
cies. But until the recent run of hurri­
canes, floods and earthquakes, few peo­
ple noticed; when damage equals less 
than 50 percent of the home's market 
value, the house typically does not have 
to be upgraded to satisfy current codes. 
John Drennan, a vice president at All­
state, says that competitive pressures to 

When the Klokes' Laguna Beach 

home is rebuilt, their insurer 

will pay $50,000-plus to 

upgrade to meet current codes. 
keep premiums low have discouraged 
companies from making the coverage 
standard. What really hurts is that an 
increasing number of insurers will let 
consumers buy extra code-upgrade cov­
erage at a vety modest additional cost, 
but many agents don't market the op­
tion. "The insurance industry has done 
an abysmal job of getting the 
word out," says Karen 
Gievers, a Florida attorney who is run­
ning for state insurance commissioner. 

In some instances, insurers are mak­
ing amends. Cort Kloke of Laguna 
Beach, Calif., inquired about code-up­
grade coverage a year before last Octo­
ber's firestorm burned his 33-year-old 
house to the ground. At the time, the 
coverage was unavailable from his com­
pany. Farmers Insurance. The company 
has since begun making it standard and 
has agreed to pay the $50,000-plus it 
will cost to bring Kloke's foundation, 
wiring and insulation to current codes. 

Young homes, too. The older your 
home, the greater your potential vul­
nerability, since codes are more apt to 
have changed substantially. "But even a 
15- or 20-year-old home can be in an 
area where codes have changed drasti­
cally," says Dean Flesner, a vice presi­
dent at State Farm. Since 1984, for in­
stance, builders in New York State have 
not been allowed to put up three-story 
wood-frame houses because of fire dan­
ger. A family with such a house that suf­
fered a severe fire and wanted to re­
build would have to use more expensive 
alternatives such as masonry; if their 
policy excluded building-code upgrades, 
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• NEWS YOU CAN USE 
the insurer would balk al the extra cost. 

Insurers plug the gap in various ways. 
State Farm policies, for example, ex­
clude code-upgrade coverage unless you 
specifically add it. Suppose your house 
is insured for $100,000 and you think 
another 10 percent would cover building 
upgrades in the event of a disaster. The 
extra benefit adds only 2 percent, or $8, 
to the average annual premium of about 
S400. If the worst happened. State Farm 
would give you S10,000 lo meet build­
ing-code upgrades, in addition to what­
ever it had to pay of the $100,000. Rich­
er 25 percent coverage adds 5 percent 
to the premium; 50 percent coverage 
adds 10 percent. 

Prudential's guaranteed-replacement-
cost Premier policy includes the coverage 
automatically at no extra cost but pro­
vides just 10 percent above the policy 
limit for upgrades. Prudential customers 
whose policies don't include guaranteed-
replacement-cost coverage can buy the 
added benefit for about 10 percent more. 
But the provision caps any building-code 
upgrades at the limit of the policy. Trav­
elers' policies also cover upgrades up to 
the limit of the policy. People who add a 
guaranteed-repiacement-cost provision, 
which costs just i$4 to $10 a year more, get 
unlimited code-upgrade coverage-ex­
cept in Florida and California, where it's 
capped at 20 percent and 25 percent, 
respectively, above the policy limit. 

A legal reiiKdy. In Florida, a law that 
goes into effect this June will require all 
homeowners policies sold or renewed in 
the state to include code-upgrade cover­
age worth at least 25 percent of the 
dwelling coverage unless tbe consumer 
explicitly declines it. In December, the 
Dade County attomey won a lawsuit in a 
lower court against State Farm, claiming 
that its policies with the exclusion are 
ambiguous and misleading and that it 
should have to pay for upgrades for Hur­
ricane Andrew victims; State Farm is ap­
pealing. Whatever the outcome, it will 
directly affect only Florida residents. 

Meanwhile, there's a move afoot in 
Congress to make earthquake insurance 
and perhaps flood insurance a manda­
tory part of any homeowners policy. 
Now, even in high-risk areas, most peo­
ple don't buy the extra protection (box, 
right). The bill would also establish a 
national reinsurance fund to guarantee 
that insurers could remain solvent even 
in the event of, say, a class 5 hurricane 
hitting New York City. Given the natu­
ral forces at work lately, it's not incon­
ceivable that that could be next. • 

BY PAMEU SHERRID 
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-An -aacient skull,- possibly 
•helooang to ..a • .Cbastoan. lodisn 
and ouuacd «t a North . SBCIUS 
High School biologgr lab for tbe 
last 33 yean has beaane the focoa ' 
of a bfittle over tbe coosthictioa :df 

. .the new Mou . LuuUng Mauoe 
.-Laboiatories. •.' ' j ' . ; . ' -
•••• Katb Salinas piincq>al Derrel 
Kuanas had tHe skdH jnA uhd6r. 
lode aod at tbe Sahnas Union -
H3^ School Distiid administiia' 
tive headooaiten until'a dilate 

. over who boa.a tight to it i« sit'.. 
tied. 

The tkuU has beoome tbe focus 
of an ongoing dispute. ovier 
whether tbe proposed lab site od 
top 0̂  Water .Tower Hill in Mbas.' 

. Luidoig is'' a sacred .Indian bni^l 
ground. 

Ella Rodtigaez, who iS'qf Cdast-
oan desceodent and ii a. tribal, 
spokeswooias. Said she is baffled 
by a icocat atasdofF for possciikm 
oftheikalL . 

"This is not a bttrial site, but 
nobody'seems to listen when I teQ 
them. It it was a burial site, Imy-
self would oppose (the il& 
pipject)," she Bid. 

"The diapnre began Tuesday ' 
when a xepieseDtative of the Fed-' 
eral Emergen^ Management 
Agency (FEMA) arrived at Nohfa 
Salinas High to tak« the skuU for 
archeologjcal analysis tp ideatijy 
its origin. 

FEMA is paying for-the major­
ity of tbe new lab and aiudyvls of 
tbe prp)ect's impacts is parr of its 
funoing-approval process. 

Seotor biolnĝ  teacher Mike 
Ooardino said F E M A notiSed him 
that a represeotative would come : 

- by Ac scnool to lake , the skull.. 
R e | j i c » e h t a t i v c s of the 

Coasto»[|/Ohlone Indian Alliance 
showed up at 7 ajD-, a few liouts 
earlier than the' FEMA represen­
tative's appolnuncui, and dc-
manded the skuU, citing their legsJ 
right to it imder a federal Indian 
repatriation act, Guardhio said. 

The spokesman fpr the Indian 
AlUance "stated that he planned 
to buiy (the skull) diat day," 
Guardino said. 

.'.; Gnardino put; off both - citiups. 
imdl bet; could., consult Ji^iiias. 
who cbocnired' tfaa'tneither.shotild 

/:Iiave it.>mt0.a.legai decisioiî bald 
be made on the issue. . . 

"i - tbid the < (Indian Alliancei) 
that they needed to get a'judge to 
make a tnling.^t tb^ both oonld 

• live wijav̂ QuardilK) said. V.;-; 
The° land's status- as an Tntitap 

uAepIogieal. site' hasv beeî V m : 
.̂ niestiota. .fbr...̂ 8eyBttl yean.-̂ bnit 
.̂there, has never been proof that is -

' is a .sacred bnrial isite: I 
' RodrigueZ'slud she asisted with 
an arched̂ ô cal."niaIyBis - abuui • 
•two'years after- the toarinejlab 
ha:d ;.idectiDed the-site as a loca-/: 

• tfon for new.faciHtyto replace .one 
destroyed in the 1989-eaithqtiake. 

The-lab. .had' already received 
development''perinits fiom .̂ t̂he.' 
« ? u ^ "and- state .'.vrfm a oionp ' 
cajling. Jtsfelf. Sart« Moss Landbig 
Indian.-' Land- ' and- Eovlroninem •' 
(SMILE) cbaHeoged. iche pennit hi '• 
ciofift on .the.̂ ooBds that h doea ' 
not address au'!die'pixnect impacts 
oh'possible sac^ maian motihd. 
sikf Dr. James 'l̂ iba]dkui.1aie i^-
.dU^s lnCBrbii.;cyreciDr.. 
' .Ihe case is istill in coort. Ghaid-

.{DO aaid he bBsaa getting inqitiries 
about, tlie. slm^about a year -ago 
as the land diqnite onfiild.-

"The skun,. if it's from the area 
(on Water Tower Hill) b vety un-
poitant Dut if h a (a buxialX 
where is.the rest of tbebodyT' he 
asked. 
. Bodriqaez. said tbe area was 

either a Coascoan Milage or gath-
eiiog site, but "it iŝ not a burial 
site," Rodiignez said. 

As tha designated most libeljr 
desceodent of th& kical Cbastoan ' 
tiibe, whose roots in the area date 
bad: some 4,000 yeaisi Rodiiquez 
said she o^wcts a call £rqm - the 
state Jsĵ aa Cdminission to pick 
up the t olL ' 
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MimiEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE tf« 2 <) 1994 

House OKs relief bill for farmers, 
small businesses hurt by floods 
By Dtuis J. McGiath 
SiaffWriter 

Ftrmen and small busbos ownen 
hurt by last sumtnar's jlfia(i|j*«uld 
be eligible for low-lntereit loans 
under a bill appfô d Thursday 
the Minaesou House. 

The flood relief bill also includes 
money for a job program, for 
saaxch into diseasa>resisunt crops 
and for other fsnn*relstcd pre-
grsns iateoded 10 help the nmd 
economy rebound from tbe diits* 
ur. 

The House bill approptistes S2S 
million, more thin twice the Sll 
million in the taiU paued by tht 
Senate two weeks ŝ o. 

"The House stood up fer fanners 
and for rural Minnsiou," said 
House Agriculture Committee 
Chiitman Steve Wensal. DFL-Lit* 
tie FaUi. 

The bill, which passed the House 
on • 111*15 vote. BOW moves to a 
House>SsnAte coafcreaee eommit. 
tee. There, legisUtan wiU reconeila 
the difFefcaees between tht two 
biUs. 

The interest taie subsidy, at S1S.I 
million, is tbe biggest single de­
ment of tbe House bilL Undc it, 
the state would mske grants of up 
to $2,230 to banks for eacb ftxn or 
smsll busineu loan they make. Ths 
granu %vould reduoS interest , rates 
by 3 percentsge paints on loans of 
uptoSSO,000. 

In addition, tbe leader would bave 
to lower the iDtereit rate by an 
additional oncohalf percentage 
point, That would give a fknncr or 
small butineis owner a total inter-
cit rste reduction of 3.S percantige 
poiatL 

A program to provide yntapaen. 
jobs would receive SS.T miDion. 

Advocates of the bill said the 
spending is necessary becauK ftd< 
end aid nu bUcn short of tbe eiti* 
mated $1.1 billion in crop losses 
last year. Fsmen have received 
about S800 million in fcdgralaujS' 
uacê  

"This is one of the biggest disaitsn 
to beM this suta,*'̂ said House 
Msjority Leader Phil Camithcrs, 
DFÎ Brooklyn Ceater. "We need 
to go to bat ibr these people," 

But some lê lslaton said the moa-
ey would be ill<«pe&t, because most 
farmers already bave arranged 
their operatini loans and are un­
likely to go back and rsflnance. 
them. 

Even tbough the House bUl con* 
tains substantially more money 
than the Senate venlon, it still ii 
only half the S50 miUion in aid 
that lê lativc leaden talked about 
pfovidinglut summer, when him 

Telds wertl rfertTtOTMndar water. 
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MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRfBaNE j|W 2 j) 1994 

Pralri^Mand d J ^ / ^ 
Suppose you sn in charie of getting new 
jobs into Minnesota. A b» shot from XYZ 
Cpip. is in tflWB looking mr« new pUat 
site. How an you going to explain that a 
bunsb of andnuelsar valott have lelzed 
control of the Letisliture, and now one of 
this ceuntiys sisKsi and lowest<«ost pr̂  
duoen of elccsddiy is being forced to tnsh 
a perfectly ifissLBOSEUiliU? And that tU 
of NSP̂ s eustomcn ars going to have to 
pay for this? What is your gnswar whan you 
an askad "Who's BcnT 

WMHun ielmim.'Mound. 
The suggestion in an April 34 article that 
thetciieratiaicapadiylostbycloaingiĥ  . 
1tri„i, T.linif wuelê r nlsnt emu he K I A M ^ 
by other BOJigEliusfiluiS is both shoTtslght' 
ed and self-serving. 
Shoniighted, becausa based on the infbr« 
matioa in the Sur Tribune's article, dosing 
the l,0(9-megawBn Prairie Island want 
would reduce the generation capacity in tbs 
Upper Midwest, or thetUtilitig in the Mid* 
ContinsQt Am Power POOTTMAPP), to tha 
bare minimum needed to reliably supply 
this region within the next thrst years. 

And Self-serving, because even this sfaeru 
term sbility to replace Piairie Island's ca­
pacity depends on other sutas in tha Upper 
Midwest ihaintainini their nuclear genera* 
tion. Betides Prairie Island and Northern 
States Power Company's 526-mcgswitt 
Monucello nuclear plant, another 2,100 
megawatts of nuclear geacntion among 

I MAPP utilities is located in Iowa aad N> 
bruka. Minnesota cannot shut down Prai­
rie Islsnd while expecting ether sutes to 
maiotaltt thsir nuclear gensrstioa to help 
supply Mianesou's capacity deficit 

We also have this problem if Minnesota 
expecu to supply iu deficit fipm outside 
the MAPP utilities. Nuclear generation 
supplies over 12,700 megawatu to Chicago, 
over 1.300 megawatu to Milwaukee aad 
essura Wisconsin, over 1,200 megawatu 
to St. Louis and over l.tOO msgiwatu in 
Kansas Qty. Again, Minnesou cannot ex* 
pact other sutas to remain eommittad to 
tiieir nuclear generatioa to help MinnesoU 
replace Prairie'Island. Conversely, should 
sny of those sutet shut down iu nuclear 
capacity, the supply and demand problem 
Mtnoesou wiU hot if Pnlrle Island is 
cloted would be compounded.. 

We in the Ujmer Midwest have eqjoyed 
reliable electne service for many years. The 
Star Tribune's article concerns me that this 
record has auted some to take our pow«r 
supply for puled. 

Wllllaffl K. Ralhala. Mlnn««pollg, ••nior 
•nsln*tr, NM. 

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affairs, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Washington, D.C. 20472 
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Fishing for 
U.S. aid for 
coast cities 
By Michael Pauiion p K 

OLYMPIA - Gov. Miko I,owry and 
Oregon Gov. llarbara Robert* l».tvc 
asked President Clinton for $15 mil-
lion in federal cJisaslcr money lo aid 
coastal communities expected to siif-
for fhini (his year's closure of the 
salmon flshlixg season. 

The comnuiiiillcs already have nuf-
rored ft-om "a series of disastrous 
coastal (Ishliig seasons." and many of 
Hioso same communities arc being 
hurl by "the virtual shutdown of the 
Umber industiy." the governors wrote 
In a leller to Clinton. 

The governors said the decline in 
salmon stocks is a natural disaster 
caused by abnormal oceano/fraphic 
condlUons associated with El Nino 
and by several yeors of severe droutfht 
conditions. 

In Washington, they said, ocean 
• ^0Q^*'•'**J ^.^A ^^-^ 
. 1991 and 139.000 last year, and aro 

expected to catch none this year 
because of the closure ordered by the 
Pacinc Fisheries Managcmenl Coun-
cil, an advisory body that n'cojnmcnds 
ocean fishery limits. 

"This Is not an overnight disaster," 
such as a bun lcnne or an enrthquake 
'but it is a disaster." said Anne 

t cnnessy, Lowry's press seci-elai-y. 
The governors want the federal 

money partly for economic develop­
ment purposes, including tourism pro­
motion and financing business slarl-
See PEDCRAL AID, Page AlO 
ups. Some qf the money also ctiuld 
pay for watershed restoration, 
short-torm loans to nshermcn and 
for shelter, food and other ilems 
for displaced workers. 

"We do have a long-term prob­
lem, because it's not like we're '• 
going to turn around next year 
and have a banner salmon sea-

r son," sold Steve Corson, n .spokft.s 
'. man for Oregon's Roberts. 

The governors' reqiiest may bo 
j followed by another for a diffci-
|ent type of foder,pl cmerjjcncv 
i assistance If .Lowry proclaims 
' parts of Washington state disaster 

areas. Lowry can make such a 
oeclaratlon ajt (he request of local 
governmenU'lf they can demon­
strate an economic disaster. 

ClolMim and Wahkiakum coun­
ties have already begun that pro-
ccK, and Grays Harbor. Jefferson 
and Pacific rouiitics are consider­
ing doing so. 

u, J^'e,letter sent to Clinton 
Wednesday seeks a share of a 
eontlngoncy disflster flmH ihpt 

eartfiouake aieyhiri.I'iinlQnTnt 
month gave $30 million ft-om thnt 
ftind tn cities and towns afTecled 
by the commcrcls) depletion of 

fish stocks in New England. 
. Similar aid wds granted to 

I<ouisiana several years ago after 
a hurricane harmed that state's 
shrimping industiy. 

"If they're going to help New 
England, they really ought to help 
the • Northwest," said U.S. Rep. 
Norm Dicks. D-Wash.. who said he 
plans to discuss the issue todny 
during a meeting with Clinton. 

U.S. Rep. Jclone Unsoeld. D-
Wash., said, "When wc heard 
about the Northeast, we all 
Jumped In an attempt to get some 
of the i\resident's sympathy for 
our communities, loo." 

Unsqejd .sald that getting fed­
eral dlsaister money might be 
difllcult because the Norlhwcsl is 
not sufTerlhg ft-om a standard typo 
of disasiei but lhat "wc \iU\ go 
for rinything for which we meet 
the requirements." 

Two afCecled fishermen con­
tacted yesterday were skeptical 
about tho volue of federal assis­
tance, sayiivg what thcy really 
need arc more fish. 

"Most people in tliis town 
would i-ather be ftshlng thnn think 
about accepting some kind or 
ufisistance,'- said Milt Doumil., o 
Cathlanicl commei-ctal nsherinan. 
"Tourism is good, but It only hclp.«! 

a few people In business. I'd like 
to see the state raise niore fish" 

wi.i^S," %'? i""A • "Pt*'" with KIsh-On Charter Services in Port 

We feel 1 Ike the government's 
turning their backs on us," he 
said. " I f we spont as much monoy 
on raising fish as we did on 
analysis and studios, wo wouldn't 
have a problem." 

Tho state and fodoral govern-
monts have cut spending on salm­
on hatcheries be(;au8e their pro­
duction has been found to 
contribute to the decline of wild 
n. îi. 

Office of Emeigency Infonnation and Public Affrtl,-^ p^fi^,-..i r . 7: — , 
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4 Mtep on troubled watert 
DEAR EDITOR: 

While flood-prone KSldents have been anxiously eye­
ing the rivers, a small Pompton Lakes group has been tak­
ing mijor steps in preventing Its rise. 

Thanks to the efforts of environmentalist Ed Merrill 
and Mayoral Flood Advisory Committee members Monica 
McOlnty and Helen SpafTord, Pompton Lakes residents are 
entitled to a 10 percent discount on flood Insurance. The 
opening lines In a letter from the Federal Emergency Man­
agement Agency (FEMA) dated Feb. 21,1992, to the then 
Mayor John Slnslmer states "Congratulations, your com­
munity has been verified as a Class 8 In the Community Rat­

ing Systems (CRS). This means that all new or renewing 
flood Insurance policy holders will receive a 10 percent re­
duction in premiums etfective Oct. 1,1992." 

The letter goes on to state that only 14 percent of all 
CRS appUcants in the nation have achieved this rating. The 
outstanding public service of these few concerned citizens 
has hicreased public safety, reduced damages to properties 
and protected the floodplala 

If surrounding communities make a similar eflort, we 
can take a giant step in reducing the effects of flooding In 
our area. Federal fUnding ts more apt to help those who 
helpthemselvê . 

Arlene Rosky, 
Pompton Lakes 

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affairs, Federal Einergency Management 
Agency, Washington, D.C. 20472 
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When Disaster Strikes, 
FEMA Teams Mobilize 
• Assistance: Many worlcere for the federal agency 
are catastrophe victims rhemseiv«Sw Tliey're puning in 
ninehour days, six days a week -and lUcing ii. 

By JULIO MORAN 
TIMO STAFF W I I T i a 

A fter Hurricane Hugo in 1S89 severely damaged the boat on 
which she and ber husband were living off the coast of 

Charleston. S.C., Ceil Olson dreaded having to deal with govem­
ment officials for assistance. 

' I probably felt like most people do about government 
employees: that they didn't do anything bul collect a paycheck." 
Olson said. "Bul I never saw a more de<ficaled, harder-working 
group of people in my entire life, and I wanted lo be part of that 
Uara." 

She did become part of tbe Federal Eix>ergency Management 
Agency team, and now. as a reservist, has dropped everything al 
ber home in Austin. Tea., lojoin FEMA teams lhat have dealt with 
Uurncane Andrew in South Fkirida. the floods in the llidwest and. 
now. the Noethridge canbquake. 

This is the most satisfying thing I have ever done." said Olson, a 

fonner legal secretary and office man%ger. 
Although FEMA maulains a reserve force of trained experts in 

various fields to respond lo disasters, with eacb new catastrophe 
the federal agency also hires hundreds of lemporai-y employees lo 
help man disaster application fariliUes, For the Northridge quake, 
more than IJSOO local people were hired for temporary work. 

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affairs, Federal Emergency Management 

Agency, Washington, D.C. 20472 : 



FEMA: Team 
Workers Are 
Also Victims 
ContlB.uad from Bl 

Like* Olson, most of the local 
hires have also experienced disas-
ter-in this case, the Northridge 
quake-and so are Hkely to be 
more sympathetic to other victims 
seeking assistance. 

"1 had a woman . , . berate mc 
up one side and down the other 
about how I did ndt understand, 
that I don't have a due what's 
going on." Olson said. "I said. 'No 
ma'am, 1 do understand. I've been a 
disaster victim. My daughter lost 
her home In Hurricane Andrew in 
Homestead, Fla. I know about that 
. . . and I'm 1.500 miles awoy from 
home' She calmed down after 
that." 

In tho first days after tho Jan. 17 
quake, FEMA employees were ex­
pected to work 14'hour days, sev­
en days a week. Now, they work 
nine-hour days, six days a week. 

At least five such employees at 
the Earthquake Service Center in 
Sherman Oaks don't seem to mind 
ihc long hours. 

SylvU Thlbodeaux. 48, suffered 
only minor damage to her Sherman 
Oaks home of 19 yearst damage to 
the chimney and a few cracks. But 
some rental properties she and her 
husband own suffered more exten­
sive damage, so when a Disaster 
Application Center in Sherman 
Oaks opened jihe went to apply for 
a Small Business Administration 
loan. 

She saw long lines and harried 
workers and lelt the tension in the 
air. 

"It was so busy that I thought 
ihey needed help," said Thibo-
deaux, who in 1987 retired after 25 
years as an administrator for Pacif­
ic Bell, "So I stopped by the FBMA 
employment office In Pasadena. I 
went in at noon and I was sworn in 
by 2 p.m." 

TMtMdeaux is now a supervisor. 
^**5%8'j^of^ hours have not 
jffedt^d^er. "Strangely enough It 
Sasn't bothered me yet." she said. 
;^ayba it's my approach In that I 
Jnow.i J dpn'i have to be here 
M/ot1ic^;i'»imt to be here." 
Z In addilldn to helping victims fill 
Iftut applicailons. Thibodeaux has 
trnded up:dping a lot of counseling. 
.> "Sometimes you have to talk to 
Jlbmc ;pd6ple a little longer than 
o.then̂ .̂'̂ he said. "There is a lot of 
Btlsfshtlon' in this Job. It makes 

- Oels^dfy (Heairy) May, 42, of 
SertOii^f^ originally from Minsk. 
5clarhsir?n the former Soviet 
<Jnloh;:lrt :1988 ho was working 
•with a'eolhstructlon crew building 
(ih underground metro line In 
northwestern Armenia when a 6.8 • 
magnitude earthquake hit. 

'̂ ''̂ SSfW 200 feet underground 
;and ̂ g^d not feel a thing," May 
said. S^J'When we came to the 
•urfaorTMiw hours later, we saw 
Ul the destruction. We began help-
Xfig dig people out of tho rubble." 
- Mty's . experience fn Armenia 
H c l p ^ ^ deal with the North­
ridge earthquake, but he was moti­
vated to help quake vicUms here to 
pay off a personal debt. 

"1 am very grateful to this coun­
try for what it did for myself and 
my family by accepting ua as 
political refugees," he said. He has 
been in the United States just over 
two years. "It was an opportunity 
to pay back a moral debt" 

May. who speaks German and 
Russian, began as a volunteer In-
lorpreter. He was hired about a 
week later after discovering that 
he had lost his Job as a cashier at a 
liquor store that had been severely 
damaged by tho quako. 

"Just speaking to people In their 
own language makes it easier for 
them," he said. "I am doing what I 
want lo do. what I can do. I want to 
help people. This Is the reasoq I 
spend more time wiih my cDl-
leagues here than my family. But 
thcy understand." 

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affairs, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Washington, D.C. 20472 



Mahal r^rllllo, 37. of Canoga 
Park ran her own imporUng and 
marketing company. But the oom-
bination of the recession and the 
Jan. 17 quake led her to ahut il 
down. Fortillo. who livedln Hon-* 
terey Park In 1987 when the Whit-. 
tier Karxows quake hit. suffered: 
damage to her eondomlnlum. Most 
of her neighbors moved out, but 
PortUlo, despite being without wa- • 
ter. electricity or gas. dedded to 
suy.' 

With thne on her hands, PortiU 
lo-who speaks French. Spanish 
and some Portuguese—volun­
teered to translate for some of her 
neighbors who needed asslsunce < 
at the FEMA centers. 

After making a few trips to the 
center, a P£UA employer asked 
her what ahe was doing. After < 
explaining the situation, she was' 
offered a Job.-

"I surted the next moming at 8 
a.m.." said FerUllo, who aiarted as 
an Inierpreler. then worked regis­
tering people and now b a supervi. 
sor. 

Portlllo said ahe enjoys work 
more now. 

'Twe^ways had a Job where I 
had tb 'eoDvince people thaf'they 
wanted aomethhtg I was selUng," 
she aald. Here, rm giving people 
something they already want and 
need. It's really nice. 

"People have said to me, 'I can't 
believe how nice you are.' But I Just 
enioylL^shesatd. 

Atnilaeh K. SbaVaalaa Of Sher­
man Dikka la of Armenian desoent 
but grew up In Iran. She andiser 
parents fled Iran during thd ria^-i 
lutlon. When an earthquake Idt 
Armenia in 1988, many members of 
her family were killed. Her father 
became very depressed and died 
six months later. 

His death affected me a lot," 
she said. 

So when the Northridge quake 
hilt 8hat>azian saw an onportunlty 
to honor the memory of her father 
and help others as welL Fluent to 
Farsl, Armenian̂ iiinll Russian, she 
volunteered to interpret., 

"In the memory ef my (ather. I 
wanted toj help." :,Bld Shabazlan, 
who never before worked-outside 
her. home, "i told my husband Fd 
be out only for a few hours, but I 
ended up Btaytng ihe whole day." 

Shabaztan aald she has stayed 

eloae to aome of those ahe has 
heigfi± The Northridge quake has 

. been'jf pilnfUl reminder of live p&st 
> for inany Persians who lost every-
,i thing during the Iranian revolution 
land Armenians who loal'property 
•and loved ones intthe 1B88 earth-> 
quake; ~. > • 

I "I do so much counseling I think 
II should go Into eounseUng." she 
I said Jokingly.V "I ei\)oy, meeUng 
people and I get emotionat with 
them, even though I probably . 
shouldn't 

"But I think my father would be 
proud." 

8Uve Miller. 28, lost his apart-
ment In Sherman Oaks ana his Job 
at Bullock's in Northridge Peshk̂ n 
Center as a result of the Jan. 17 
earthauake. 

In the days following the 6.S-
-̂ agnitude quake, he slept oh the 

«i-as8 at Van Nuys-Sherraan Oaks 
RecreaUon Center. When a disas­
ter Applieatlon Center was aet up 
at the park. Miller got in line with 
hundreds of others expecting to 
deal with uncaring government 
bureauerata. 

WhUe waiting to apply fbr un-
empleynieni benefits, he* Instead 
got«Job offer to help other quake 
victims apply for uhemploymenL 

"If FEMA wasn't around. I don't 
know what would have happened 
to me," Miller said. 

Miller aaid he has seen some of-
his former colleagues from Bull­
ock's and others frcmi his old 
ndghborhood in line at the FBMA 
centers, .Sharing storiiM about the 
dlsast^-vtth the applicants has 

been mutually beiefldaJ."-' ' ' 
"Each Ume I talked about it, it 

was more and more therapy for 
mc," Miller said. "I could really 
understand what they are going 
through:̂ -1 would tell them my 
atory and It would give a lllUe 
mere feeling to the EDD (state 
Employment Development lie-, 
partmentj." 

Miller,-who recently moved Into 
a new apartment hi North Holly­
wood, lost about half of everything 
he owned when his apartment 
collapsed. He and his girlfriend also 
broke up when she decided she had 
enough of earthquakes and moved 
back to New York. 

But Miller remains upbeat.: 
"I am grateful for jny life." he 

said. "I teU people. 'It's goingfto be 
OK. You've made It this far.* " 

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affaiis, Federal Emergency Manageinent 
Agency, Washington, D.C 20472 
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Bala" 
Act 

Hours after the Jan. 17 
earthquake, officials of Ihc 
FQciuT ISmcrgcney Managĉ ^ 
mclvi 'A|ciici;;wcrc In Us 
Angeles, assuring vlcUms thai 
housing granls, food gUmps. 
rebuilding loans, even new 
eyeglasses, v/ere coming. The 
talk, from all of the agencies 
on the secnc, was soft, reas­
suring and helpful. 

Now. the big stick has come 
out People who snatched aid 
thcy didn't deserve are gel­
ling their comeuppance from 
a federal Usk force. A dozen 
people were arrcslcd Tuesday 
on charges of making $64,000 
In fraudulent claims. A mere 
drop In Ihe bucket compared 
to the $1.6 billion disbursed by 
various federal bodies, bul 
there's moro to come, FEMA 
is mailing dunning leOerfl to • 
3,000 recipients deemed ineli­
gible for the granls Ihey got 
Two thousand checks worth 
about $6 million have been 
relumed, some of Ihcm clear­
ly in response to the federal 
InvcsHgallons. 

Once again, the attitude of 
FEMA and seemingly In­
exhaustible dlreclor, James 
Lec WiU. te exactly right 
"We want the money lo 'go to 
the needy and not the 
greedy,"', says a FEMA 
spokesman. 'Those who make 
honest mlsUkes iwlll not .be 
prosecuted." For Ihose wllh a 
gnawing sense of,doubt or; 
guilt—hey, there'a still lime to, 
inquire or return Ihc money. 

Jn the mcanUmc, the com­
puters are whirring,In Wash-
inglon, cross-checWng for du­
plicate appHcaUpns, ooa 

pallerns—anylhiiig suspi­
cious. Any huge aid effort will 
tempi the greedy. Bul bring 
the hammer down too hard or 
loo early and truly needy, 
desperate people will go 
wanting. F£MA has found Ihe 
point of balance. 

Office of Emeigency Infonnation and Public Affairs, Federal Emergency Management: 

Agency, Washington, D.C 20472 
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The Good Tax News: Uninsured 
Disaster Losses Are Deductible 

If people sUll end up having lo 
gueu at say. how much they gave lo 
charily In 1993, label it an esUmate, 
he advised. Dul they ihould be 
conservative because the 

Even with s filing extension, the 
IRS and the Califomia Pranchlae.Tax 
Board expect checks for about 90% ot 
the amount owed to bcin the mall by 
midnight Friday. Although It Is 

government wlUcTfcclTll carefaiiy; 
he said. 

F.ven figuring out your deductible 
casualty loss can be a headache. 

"Flrsl you have lo gel a real csUlo 
appraiser to Icll you what the value of 
your property wa.f before the dl.iaslcr 
and after," Kcnnan said. The 
difference b your lenlallve loss. 

Insurance payments must be 
subtracted from that tentative loss, 
producing a net loss figure. 

Bul there Is a calchi To be 
deductible, casualty losses must 
exceed 10% of your adjusted noss 
Income—basically Income before 
itemised deductions—plus tlOO. 

Kep. Howsrd L. Berman 
(D-Panorama City) haa Introduced 
federal legislation to make uninsured 
losses 100% deductible for vlcUms of 
declared national disasters. 

In California, atate Sen. Herschel 
Rosenthal (D-Los Angeles) has 
authored a bill that would provide 
Identical relief for disaster victims on 
their stale lax returns. 

Neither bill Is expected to pass by 
Friday, spokesmen for Berman and 
Rosenthal said. 

However, If the proposed 
legislation Is enacted later, taxpayers 
entitled to the bigger write-offs could 
file amended returns. The tax breaks 
would apply to losses en declared 
disasters that occurred on or after 
Jan. 17, the day of the quake. 

Deciding whether to take the -
limited loss ifiat Is available now this 
year or next year may be easy for 
people faeed with extensive 
rebuitding-but slill walling for 
disaster aid. 

"The question is, how badly do you 
need cash now!" Kennan asked. 
"Fixing your house may be more 
important than wailing a year lo gel a 
bigger deduction." 

Requesting an extension to sort all 
this out can provide nearly sbc 
months' reprlcve-rto Oct 14 this year 

' because Oct 15 Is a Saturday. 

possible lo gel an extension for paying 
federal taxes, Il is not aulomatlc. 

The state does not grant extensions 
per sc, lax board spokesman Jim 
Shepherd said. But, he said, people 
wUh (jUfiVc d.image should make the 
slate awurc of their situation. 

"Jf .lomconc Is aasoaaed a penally 
for filing late or paying late and it was 
because of the earthquake, we will be 
lenient if ihcy protest the penally," 
Shepherd said. "We're the same way 
when there \st any type of 
catastrophe." 

-JILLBETTNER 

W ith Friday ihc deadline for 
filing Income taxes, the ' 

disaster-weary can at least look 
forward lo some lax relief: Uninsured 
casually los,ses from the Jan. 17 
Northridge earthquake--as well as 
from last fail's fires ah<r 
mudslides—are deductible on 
Indivldunis' federal und Klale returns. • 

Moreover. bcc.au)«c the Northridge 
quake wofl declared a fc<leral disaalor, 
viclims of the temblor cim choose to 
lake those losses on either their 1993 
or 1994 returns. That is « maX>r 
advanUigc for people who expect 
thdr incomes to be lower. 

lUildoing all this additional 
figuring can take time-which Is why 

, many people arc expected lo ask the 
Internal lie venue Service and 
California Franchise Tax Board for 
filing extensions this year. 

"Ko doubt there will be a lot more 
extensions than usual." said Paul 
While, a partner In the Sherman Oaks 
aecounllng firm of While. 
Zuckerman, Warsavsky & Luna. 
Among his clients, "more people who 

' usually file early are al least walling 
until the last minute." 

White's firm Is temporarily renting 
offices in Burbank because the quake 
demolished the accountants' 
hcadquarlcra. The firm was relieved 
when II was able to find or recover all 
tho records needed lo prepare Its 
clients' 1993 returns, he said. 

But many taxpayers have not been 
as lucky. laMng importanl'documenis 
that they need to Tile their 1040s 
because the quake damaged their 
housec 

"Just about every dienl.l've 
worked with has lost at least some 
recordfl," said Alan Kennan. a tax 
partner In the Los Angeles office of 
the accounting firm Grant Thornton. 

Others will have lo file extension 
. rcquesU with the IRS (Form 4868) 

because "ihcy ariSTOT wai ting for the 
simplest of records," said Elaine 
Blackman of While, Zuckerman. 

Those records may include W'2s 
from their employers or 1099s 
showing Investment Income, she said. 

In such cases, "the goverhmenl 
basically expects you lo reconstruct 
your income and deductions for 1993." 
Kennan said-

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affairs, Federal Emergency Management 

Agency, Washington, D.C. 20472 . . 



LOSANGa£STIfiA£« APR 14 199̂  

By JERRY CILUM A ' 3 
TIMFS STAFF WRITES 

SACRAMENTO-An Assembly com­
mittee Wednesdsy narrowly rejected 
legislation lo revive a •Ulc-run carO -̂
Quakc Insurance program to help home­
owners repair damage caused by mâ or 
temblors. 

The parly.line vote by the lloualhg 
and Community Development Comm|l-
lee was 5 to S. one short of the sbi 
required for approval. 

But the measure's author. Assembly­
man Rusly Arclas (D-San Jose), a 
candidate for stole controller, expressed 
conHdence that he will obUin the 
needed vote when the measure Is re­
considered ncxl week. 

"The Big One Is In our future," Arelas 
said. "It is InlcUlgenl public policy lo 
plan ahead for the disasters ihal wc 
know will occur." 

The mandalory Insurance program 
would provide homeowners with up to 
$15,000 to repair homes damaged by 
earthquakes. I l would cost the oversgc 
homeowner $25 to $75 a year, depend­
ing on seismic tones and types of home 
construcUon. 

Homeowners who refaied to pay 
would face liens thai could not be 
foreclosed by the slate unlil the home is 
sold. Mobile homes snd condominiums 
would not bt covered. County lax 
collcctort would collect the fees and Ihe 
slate Dcpartmcnl of Housing and Com-
munlly Affairs would admtnUlef-the 
program. • !• 

Wendy Zaucha, a spokeswoman'for ' 
Ihc Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Assn., 
objected thai "the fee Is really a'tax 
Increase lhat doesn't require a vobe'of 
the people." The former stale earth­
quake Iruurance program, crealed.&Tier 

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public 
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Panel Rejects 
Mandatory Quake 
Insurance Plan 
• Government: Proposal tô  
revive state-run coverage falls 
by one vole in Assembly 
committee as vote splits along 
party lines. It will be 
recon.sidcred next week. 

Ihc 1089 lioma Prieta earthquake, was 
repealed in 1993 aflcr critics claimed il 
was bordering on Insolvency and was 
giving the public a false sense of 
security. 

If tlic program had been in place 
when the Northridge quake struck, 
Arelas said II would .have contained 
about $350 million, enough to give each 
of tho cslimalcd (50,000 lo 70.000 IJOS 
Angcles-area homeowners who had 

• da mage a check for $5,000. 
The Insurance Indu.stry prefers a 

noUonal halural disaster insurance re­
covery plan'pending In Congress UIHI 
cwould cover dainogc caused by earlh-

. quakes, hurricanes, tqrnadocs aiid vol­
canoes. It Is S|>onsored by Hep. Norman 
Y. Mineta (U-San Jose). 

" I can't quarrel wlih the Insurance 
Industry wonting federal legislation," 
Arelas suid. "But they know and wc 
know It's not going to happen. This Is 
only a fool-dragging icchnlquc." 

Marjorle Boric, director of the Stiic 
and Consumer Services Agency, disa­
greed with Arelas. saying Ihc Wilson 
Admlnlfilralion is optimistic that Ihe 
federal bill will become law. Dcpuly 
Slalc Insurance Commissioner Masako 
Dolan sold her boss, John Garamcndi. a 
Dcmocrallc candidate for-govcrnor, also 

• prefers Ihc federal approach. 
Arcias' bill was defeated when five 

Dcmocrals voted for it and three He-
pub)icai\.s voted ag.ilnsl II. Two Dcino-
crals and one llcpubilcan were nbsctii 
when Ihe vole was lakcn. Assembly­
woman Paula L, Boland (K-Grannda 
IlilLs), whose district was hard-hit by 
the Norlhridgc quake, cost one of the 
"no" votes. 

"As good as this bill sounds, 1 u1.><u 
suppon a federal program." Boland lold 
her collciigucs. " I Oon'l think California 
can afford lo do this alone. This bill 
would be fooling ihc public. 
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Tighter Immigration rules sought 
By JORGE A. BANALES . . . ^ 

WASHINGTON, April 13 (UPI) _ A Republican congressional task torce 
caUed Wednesday for tighter immigration rules and a crackdown on 
undocumented aUens who reportedly cost the United States $22 biUion a 
year in social services. 

The task force held a hearing on the proposed "Dlegal Immigration 
Control Act of 1994" that includes provisions ranging from denying 
government beneHts to illegal immigrants to requiring tamper-proof work 
permits, and more than doubling the U.S. Border Patrol personnel. 

"We are fed up," said Rep. Jay Kim, R-Calif. "lUegal aliens are 
collecting welfare, they are even registering to vote. 

"We must send a clear message to the world: no more free-lunch, no 
more free health care or welfare," he said. "Social services provided 
to undocumented inmigrants are costing between $20 biUion and $21 
billion a year." ^ , u 

Asked whether the task force conducted any study of how much 
undocumented workers pay in federal, state and Social Security taxes, 
Rep. Ron Packard, R-Calif., told United Press International that "on a 
national basis, aU costs exceed in $22 billion the benefits." 

"We are not racially motivated," Packard said. The new legislation 
should ensure that "no agency of the federal government will pass funds 
for illegal aliens, be it in education, housing, health care _ except 
emergencies _ or the Federal Emergency Management Agency for long-term 
assistance." 

"We are not anti-immigrants," said Rep. Dana Rohrabacher, R-Calif. 
The United States takes "more legal immigrants than aU other 

countries in the worid," he added. "But, we cannot afford to take care 
for all the people coming to this country." 

Rep. Susan MoUnari, R-N.Y., cited the case of an undocumented 
umnigrant released following a drug arrest in January, who is now 
charged in the shooting death of a police ofHcer two months after his 

MoUnari said that "in New York state alone, taxpayers pay more than 
$100 mUlion a year for illegal aliens in the state prison system." 

Rep. John Doolittle, R-Calif., said Congress "has delayed somethmg 
we must do: enforce our own laws." 

According to Doolittle, undocumented inmigrants cost the state of 
California some $3.2 billion. , 

The bill would streamline deportation procedures for aliens convicted 
of aggravated felonies, and allow deportation proceedings to begin prior 
to completion of sentencing. 

The bill also would authorize the registration of aliens who are on 
criminal probation or parole, and would provide funds to add 3,000 
border patrol agents and 1,000 immigration criminal investigators, 
upi 04-13-94 05:54 ped 
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4 counties declared 
flood disaster areas 

Gov. Jim Edgar declared four 
ceatnl Ulinois counties u state 
disaster areas on Wednesday. 
Banding state resooroM to ireas 
hit hard by torrential rains that 
rM\»»A nj«h f Tortlng t̂ '̂  

Edgar's declaration affects 
Douglas County, in aut cantnl •• 
Unols, and the west central DllnoU 
countlas of Calhoun. Greene and 
Jersey. AU four are still re> 
covering from last summer's 
flooding. 

£dgir said the dedaratlon will 
allow honaownan to aaak adjust-
menu In their property taxes to 
reOsct flood daaiage and will acnd 
state pplioe. transporUtioD, public 
haalth and environmental oOlcials 
to the areas to aa.lit In nnfw<. 
fighting afTorts. 

On Monday,~4 to 8 Inches of 
rainlall caused flooding along tha 
lower Illinois River and Its tiibu-
tariea. In Villa Grove In Douglas 
County, flooding to a depth of 
mor« than 4 feet disabled tbe 
Iowa's public water supply. 

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affairs, Federal Emeigency Managemem 
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FLOOD-WEARY MIDWEST SOAKED BY OVERFLOWING RIVERS 
By Andrew Stern 
CHICAGO (Renter) - The battle against floodwaters has 

resumed In the Midwest after spring downpours sent rivers 
spilling over their banks and forced thousands of water-weary 
residents to evacuate, ofHcials said Wednesday. 

"We have a lot of water, everywhere," said Kay Carter from 
Village Grove, Illinois, whose main street had become part of 
the overflowing Einbarras River. 

The weather was gradually clearing over flood-stricken areas 
from Missouri to Ohio, promising at least temporary relief from 
spring flooding. However, light rainshowers were forecast for 
later in the week. 

Offlcials said while many Midwest rivers - mdudmg the 
mighty Mississippi ~ were cresting at historically high levels, 
the situation was not as dire as last summer when thousands of 
square mUes of cropland and dozens of towns and hamlets were 
inundated for weeks. 

Earlier this week, up to 10 inches of rain fell in a 24-hour 
period in parts of central Missouri, feeding the Missouri and 
Mississippi Rivers. 

"We just got a tremendous amount of rain dumped on northern 
and western Missouri and parts of Iowa and DUnois," said Ken 
Kruchowski of the Corps of Engineers *m St Louis. 

Kruchowski said the Mississippi was expected to crest at 39 
feet Thursday at St Louis, well below the record of 50 feet set 
last summer when the city's barrier against the river sagged but 
held. . u-

The biggest concem was below St Louis where the onrushmg 
Missouri River joined the Mississippi and threatened towns like 
St Genevieve, Cape Girardeau and Chester, Illinois, which barely 
survived last summer's flooding. 

Some of the protective levees damaged by the Great Hood of 
1993, the worst In a century, had yet to be repaired, and 
sandbagging had resumed at breaches hi the barriers. 

Smaller tributaries in Missouri, nimois, Indiana and Ohio 
rose suddenly after three days of rain that sometunes resembled 
a torrent from the sky. 

"Champaign County (Dlinois) got so much rain and it came 
down on us so quickly," said Carter in Villa Grove, niinois. 
Schools and many busmesses in the town of 2,700 were closed, 
and a sK-square-block area in the center of town was unpassable 
except by boat. 

Office of Emergency Infonnation and Public Affaiis, Federal Emeigency Managemem 
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The Wabash River m western Indiana was expected to crest 
soon, and already some of the two hundred residents evacuated 
from an area from Lafayette to Terre Haute had begun retummg 
to their homes, emergency officials said. 

"It's running in a cycles, seems like," said John Byrum of 
Indiana's emergency management agency. "This could be the worst 
flooding in years along the Wabash. Last November, it was the 
White River (in central Indiana) that flooded." 

Residents along eight Ohio rivers were under flood warnings, 
with the rising Mahoning River near Youngstown in the eastern 
part of the state the most threatening. 

"It certainly is inconveniencing some people, but I still 
wouldn't qualify this as a msuor flood," .said Gene Kinn of 
Ohio's emergency management agency. 

REUTER 
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Major earthquake would bring top officials to Bothell 

tf Ua Wimmer 
tfsff rspoitsr 

BOTHELL -• F.ederai repre-
ntatives will converge here if a 
tajor earthquake hits this area 
i predicted. . . 

In the event ol any "fairly sig-
;flcant disaster." ..the Federal 
mergeney Management Agen-
/'s (FEUA) Region X headquar-
.•rs Canyon Park Ui Bothell 
ould become the operations cen. 
x (or federal emergency support 
:i until field offices could be 
lUblisfaed near the site-eC the di­
saster, according lo Lloyd Kara, 
Region X dlreclor. The Northwest 
region covers Washlagton, Ore­
gon. Idaho and Alaska. 

The agency would be able to 
provide commdnicatlons by set­
ting up "kind of a mlni-̂ telephpne. 
c pany" using the Mobile 
Emergency Response Support 
(MERS) team, he said. This sys­
tem was used hi LoS Angeles dur­
ing the recent • earthquake and 

was -there until communication 
Unes were restored, Hara said. 

Regional officials will be 
checking to see If their own facili­
ty is as earthquake-proof as possi­
ble this week during sutewlde 

.earthquake awareness week, 
Hara said. "We're telling other 
people to do these things, right?" 

In recent years, representa­
tives of the Northwest region have 
spent most of their time respond­
ing to disasters elsewhere be­
cause this area has been relative­
ly qolet, said Hara. who was ap-
•̂ tnted to his post earlier this 

' For instance, people from Re-
glon X went to lows last summer 

••to help manage the response to 
Ithe Qooding there, he said. ThU 
'region still is sending people to 
Ihe Midwest to address mitigation 
•'issues stemming from the floods, 
' he said. 

Despite the recent calm, these 
four NoTthwestora states face 
many potential hktoral disasters, 

:*« iald. "In this,region, obvious­
ly , probably the biggest thing that 

Wre worried about is an .earth­
quake!" 

Historically, the area has had 
a sizable earthquake every 30 
years, herald. "We've bad some 
fairly slgidtlcant earthquakes In 
the region over the years but ho 
:one Uved here then." 

Because the region has not had 
a major earthquake in recent 
memory, residents have been 
somewhat complacent b̂out pre­
paring, Hara said. "Ia this area 
we have not, in many Instances, 
taken the necessary steps to rein­
force our structures." 

People can prepare for a med­
ium-sized earthquake, he said, -
but "if the big one comes at 9.0 
(on the Rlchter scalel. not much is 
going to hold up under conditions 
of that nature." 

With the end of the Cold War 
and the election of President Bill 
Clinton, FEMA has shifted to an 
"all-hazards" agency, according 
to Joan Rave, public information 
office for Region X. 

"The basic emphasis now with 
the new administration Is that 
FEMA is no longer primarily fo­
cused on nuclesr preparedness. A 
big part of our previous mandate 

-was to prepare for 'the big one,' " 
she said. "A lot of our evacuation 
plans and contingency plans were 
.based on that -scenario, on the 
bomb." i 

FEMA now is' using' once top 
secret technology and expertise to 

. respond to disasters, Rave said. 
The agency's regional head­

quarters are located al the Feder­
al! Regional Center, - an uoder-
•ground office building that was 
'.designed to serve as a fallout shel­
ter and base of operatioas in the 
event of a nuclear attack or ether 
emergency. It was built in 1968 af­
ter a U.S. Army NIKE inlssile site 
there was decommissioned. 

The Clinton administration has 
reorganised" FEMA completely, 
making il a model agency tor 
.their plan to ''reinvent govern­
ment." Rave said. "It's real re-
•freshing for the most part, be-
Icause most of the people want lo 
be involved in the disaster stuff 
anyway. We're sort of In a transi­
tional state." 

About 65 people work in the 
agency's local office, but the 
Northwest region relies on a cad-' 
re of on-call employees to help re­
spond to disasters. Rave said. Be-
iBides response and recovery, the 
Northwest region also has divi­
sions that address the administra-
:tive and financial side of disaster 
response, . mitigation measures 
such as moving structures out of 
flood plains to prevent damage, 
and prepafadaess training for 
government agencies and volun­
teer organizations. 
: The. agency is taking a much 
more pro-active approach to elim­
inating hazards with its newly 
farmed mitigation division, Rave 
•said. 

•RepresenUtives of FEMA em­
phasize that they will not be the 
first ones responding in an emer-
•feency. In fact, FEMA only steps 
In when the President declares a 
federal emergency. Most of the 
agency's work supports state, lo­
cal and volunteer programs ad­
dressing emergency prepared­
ness. 

Because most people will have 
to rely oo their own resources at 
least initially, Hara emphasized 
that people need to prepare for a 
major disaster by evaluating 
their homes and their insurance 
policies. 

FEMA offers free brochun 
that address emergency pr 
paredness. Topics include diffe 
ent disasters and how tq respon< 
;a famlly ĵiisaster plan, a fami: 
disaster supples kit, how to he 
children cope with disaster 
emergency food and water, ai 
an ' emergency preparednc: 
'checklist as well as a disaster pr 
paredness coloring book for ch 
dren. To order any of these, co 
tact Joan Bunten. FEMA. 1: 
228th St. S.W.. Bothell, W 
98021-S796: 487-4800. 
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NAPA ^ 
fire fighter staffing study 
After Initial meeting, lAFF refuses to participate 
^ by Tony McDowell . ....«;>.,„.„j.,....;„l,uk„„.-W.M,cvech« 

The lAFC is closely monitoring a federally-funded 
study of firefighter staffing levels currently being 
conducted by the National Academy of Public Ad­
ministration (NAPA). The project, which is funded 
by the U.S. Fire Administration, is tasked with 
developing recommendations to "assist officials at 
the city, county and state level in determining the 
appropriate number of trained emergency response 
personnel necessary for safe and cfficicnr operations 
at emergency incidents." 

FEMA Director James Lee Witt called for the 
study in an apparent attempt to resolve the on-gomg 
conflict between various fire scivice organizations 
over the staffing issue. Controversy surrounding 
staffing levels has been at the forefront of national fire 
service politics since 1991, when the lAFF proposed 
the inclusion of a minimum staffing amendment to 
the NFPA Standard on Occupational Safety and 
Health (NFPA 1500). 

"We feel it is important that the fire service across 
the country be comfortable with the study results," 
Witt said in a news release issued by FEMA. In order 
to provide the fire service with opportunity for 
comment, NAPA called for the development of an 
Advisory Committee composed of the lAFC, lAFF, 
ISFSI. NVFC and the NFPA. 
lAFF Action 

After the first informational meeting of the Advi­
sory Committee, lAFF President Alfred Whitehead 
sent a letter to NAPA refusing the lAFF's participation 
.x<! a member of the Advisory Commitrce, withdrawing 
its support for the study. 

"The lAFF reached its decision after thorough 
consideration of the histor>', timeliness, scope, compo­
sition of the review panel, role of the Advisory Commit­
tee and probable acceptance of the results of yet another 

study," Whitehead stated in his letter. "We believe that 

such an efibrr is redundant and will add fiirther confii-

sion to an already garbled scene." 

Chief Phil McGouldrick, president of the lAFC, 
said he was somewhat surprised by the lAFF's position, 
and was disappointed. "The meeting seemed to go well, 
and wc had identified a number of common concerns 
and philosophies," he said. 
The study 

The first part of the study will consist of a liteiaturc 
review and "scoping effort," which will result in the 
development of a workplan for the second half of the 
study. The "scoping effort." scheduled to last eight 
months to a year, will include sice visits to fire depart­
ments, interviews with fire fighters of all ranks, and 
consultation with the various fire service organizations. 
NAPA anticipates conducting several site visits in the 
Washington, D.C. area, and one or two visits to other 
parts of the country, according to project director Dr. 
Gary Womslcy. 

The study panel consists of: Professor Sandra 
Biloon (UnivcrsityofHartford); Chief Alan Brunacini 
(Phoenix Fire Department); Professor Louise Com­
fort (University of Pitt.tburgh); Patricia Florestano 
(University of Baltimore); Constance Horner (Un­
der-Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Hu­
man Services); Dr. Rosemary Sokas (Professor of 
Medicince, George Washington University); Carl 
Steinberg (Director, Center for Public Service, Uni­
versity of Virginia); Edward Tochterman (Senior 
Management Assistant. Baltimore County Fire De­
partment); Costis Torcgas (President, Public Tech­
nologies, Inc.); and Graham W.irt (Pasr-Presicient, 
National Training and Development Service). 

"We wanted to assure that the panel was not 
reflective of the current organizational philosophies, 
which is why nominations for panel membership 
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were not solicited from the organizations," said 
Womsley. "The panel members should be knowl-

; edgeabic and have a certain degree of expertise, yet at 
i the same time must not represent a [fire service) 
organization or convey an advocacy for a single 
perspective." 

The Advisory Committee, which was supposed to 
consist of the eleaed leadership of the lAFF, lAFC, 
ISFSI, NFPA and NVFC vwis designed to provide 
"technical expertise and professional judgment." The 
Advisoiy Committee was described as the liaison be­
tween the NAPA study group and FEMA, and cannot 
in any way change or control the study process, meth­
odology or results, according to Womsley. 
Fire Service Relations 

According to McGouldrick, the lAFC has been 
optimistic about the prospect of participating in an 
effort that could improve communications and rela­
tions in general between the various fire service 
organizations. "Clearly the time has come for us to 
begin to work together more constructively," he said. 
" I don't believe the lAFC, NFPA and the lAFF are 
really very far apart on fireground staffing." 

Chief Tom Siegfried, lAFC's first vice president, 
agrees. "It's time we re-assess our organizational 
positions. We had hoped the NAPA study could help 
us to do that in an informed and unbiased manner." 

But it appears that might not happen any time in 
the near future. There is growing concern that the 
study will be stopped or delayed because of the 
concerns raised by the union. "It appears that James 
Lee Witt wanted to help resolve the staffing issue," 
said lAFC Executive Director Garry L Bricse, CAE. 
"But it will be difficult for l-EMA to justify liic cost 
of this study if the union isn't involved." 

Watch future editions of lAFC On Scene for 
more information on the NAPA study. "J* 
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Chief thanks Pentagon, ^ 
Civil Defense for strong 
influence on fire service 
In this era of FEMA bashing, let me 

hitchhike on your article about FiRES-

COPE in the February 1 issue of On 

Scene. 
Before there was USFA and before 

there was a FEMA. I ran the (only?) 
operationally-oriented fire R&D pro­
gram in the United States, well-coordi­
nated with the U.S. Forest Service. 
Believe it or not. that was in the Penta­
gon - in Civil Defense, OCD. DCPA. 
what have you. Remember "Bud 
Nelson? His favorite quote was, "Thank 
God for Civil Defense," for nobody 
else was putting the money into how-
to-do-it on large fires. NBS was pretty 
basic (although 1 also supported their 
work) and the USPS was not very mter-
ested in urban problems. 

So I very naturally gravitated to 
HKl.scoi'K, and was on one of their basic 
boards (titles escape mc 20 years later) 

and made innumerable pitches sup­
porting the concept and the organiza­
tion. Back then 1 chaired the lAFC 
Research Committee, the group that 
had a major affect on the orientation of 
the lAFC publications program, and 
maybe on a few attitudes, as well. 

I could go on for pages about the 
influence of Civil Defense on the fire 
community - it was largely ignored, 
and today goes almost unsung, but it 
was for real, as both testimony before 
both Congress and the Fire Commis­
sion proves. I was the Defense Depart­
ment delegate to the Commission and 
wrote the first draft on research in 
America Burning. I sometimes wonder 
if there would even be a USFA if the 
Pentagon had opposed h' 

Retired Chief James W. Kerr, Phd, FPE 

Winter Park, Florida 
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Gas bubble found 
in Salem 1 reactor 

By TED SHERMAN 

A gas bubble-possibly of explosive hydrogen-has fomcd at the top of the 
Salem 1 reactor in the wake of last week's emergency shutdown at the South Jer­
sey nuclear plant 

Technicians discovered the bubble yesterday momhig after instruments In­
dicated that the reactor's coolant levels were down. 

The Wudear, Regulatory Commission (NRC), which is Investigating last 
Thursday's seven̂ hour emergency alert, said the gas bubble appeared to be at 
least 18 inches Wgh, displacing some reactor cooling water and pushing the cool­
ant level to about 90 percent. 

NRC spokeswoman Diane Serenet said investigators yesterday were stin try­
ing to determine whether the gas bubble was hydrogen or a non-combustible gas 
such as nitrogen, but did not believe the buildup to be a serious danger, even if it 
Is determined to be hydrogen. 

"It is not unusual tor gases to gather at the top of the reactor head when the 

: Cehlihuing problemsatjSalem^^^^ 

Instrument readings 
indicate the presenc« of 

an 18-inch bubble of gas 
at the top of the reactor 
heod. The gas might be 

hydrogen, which is 
explosive, or might be on 

inert gos. Operators 
intend to drow off some 

gas for testing 

•/nit.•-•̂ siin!?!-'••'* •".*-!•.s-t* ST' •• 



coolant pumps are off aiKl the pres­
sure comes down,̂  she said. "But we 
want to knew what It is." 

Screnci said the gas bubble was 
discovered yesterday moming when-
one of the resident NRC Inspectors: 
was walldng through the Salem 1 con­
trol room and noticed the reactor ves-, 
sel Instrumentation system showing a: 
lower-than-rwrmal level Similar read­
ings were obtained from three other 
monitoring systems, confirming the 
presence of a collection of gases atop 
the big reactor vessel. 

PubUc Service Electric it Oas Co.. 
which operates Salem, was planning to 
test the gases late yesterday evening 
by venting a small sample, said Steve*-_. 
E. Miltenberger, PSE&O vice presi­
dent and chief nuclear officer. 

"We want to understand It and 
understand what we've got, so there Is 
some level of concern." Miltenberger 
remarked. "But there is no danger to 
workers or the public, the core of the 
vessel, or its s^ms." 

The gas bubble, which is slightly 
radĵ ctivc-because of its contact with 

the reactor water, was smaD enough 
that there was never any possibility 
that displaced cooling water would 
have left the nuclear ftiel exposed he 
added. 

Salem Is a pressuri7ed water reac­
tor which, as its name implies, sur­
rounds the nuclear core with water 
that is kept under pressure to prevent 
il trom boiling. The system is nonmally 
totally filled with water. But as the" 
plant cooled down last Thursday eve­
ning and pressure was reduced in the 
hours following the emergency alert, a 
bubble of non-condensible gases 
formed at the top. 

When first discovered yesterday 
moming. reactor coolant levels were at 
93 percent. As the gas bubble grew, 
Chose levels fen to 90 percent and then 
stabilized there. 

In the days foUowing the accident 
at Three Mile Island tn 1979. there was 
much worry about the possibility of an 
explosive steam and hydrogen bubble 
atop the iamaged TMI-2 reactor. That 
scenario v/as not being echoed at 
Salem, which was no longer hot and 
was never damaged In the shutdown. 

Miltenberger said engineers did 

not believe the gas in Salem 1 was hy­
drogen because the reactor was no 
longer under pressure and down to a 
relatively cool 160 degrees in tempera­
ture. 

"We don't have a source of hydro­
gen In there," he explained. "What we 
believe is that it's nitrogen." 

Bven if It was hydrogen, he said 
there was stUl no danger of explosion 
because there was no oxygen in the 
ŝ tcm. A nitrogen bubble would not 
represent a problem unless the gas 
was left to accumulate over a period of 
days, further drawing down the cool­
ing water and possibly exposing core 
systems or the fuel rods.-

PSE&Q Intends to draw ofT the 
gas today, and treat it by filters before 
venting it into the air. 

The 17-year-old Salem I power 
plant., which is located on the Dela­
ware River in Salem County about 35 
miles, southwest of Philadelphia, re­

mained In cold shutdown yesterday. 
PSEJiG has agreed not to attempt to 
restart Salem 1 without the prior con­
sent of the NRC, «4>ich has a seven-
member Augmented Inspection Team 
atthê rtte. 

Salem 1 was at 73 percent power 
last Thursday moming when the emer­
gency alert occurred, as plant opera­
tors began reducing output after river 
grass from the Delaware dogged cool­
ing-water intakes. 

According to preUmbary reports, 
power was brought down to below 10 
percent when a sudden-and unex­
plained-10 degxee drop in reactor 
temperature led one operator to pull 
several control rods in an effort to 
bring the reactor coolant temperature 
back within spedflcatlons. 

The action somehow caused the 
reactor to surge In power up to 25 per­
cent, resulting hi an automatic shut> 

_down. At that poinL a chain of events 
that tnchided the tUlure of several au-
tomatic safety systems led to wikUy 
fluctuating reactor pressures, allowing 
a very small amount of radioactive 
coolant to spew through a relief vahre 
and onto the floor of the containment 
building, where it was later cleaned up. 

At 1:16 p.m., PSE&O declared an 
emergency alert, and began notifying 
federal, state and local officials of the 
problem. AU personnel not involved di­
rectly with the emergency-were told to 
leave the site. 

Tbe problems left operators un­
able to IVî  control pressure and tem­
perature within Salem's primary cool­
ing system for at least four hours. 

PSE&G was finally able to begin 
the process of cooling down the plant 
shortly after 5 pm, and the alert was 
ended at 8-.20 pjn. No radiation was re­
leased as a result of the emergency, ac­
cording to the company, and no bu­
ries were reported. . . 

There have been no conclusions 
reached on root causes. The control 
room operators have been interviewed 
to determine if they may have played a 
role in causing the accident, although 

_,. Screnci said there still has been no 

connection made OQ possible operator 
error. 

The NRC ̂ keswoman said the 
inspection team yesterday was focus­
ing on equipment issues and why cer­
tain systems did not work. 

"The emergency operating proce­
dures are also being examined and 
how operators used those proce­
dures," she said. 

The on-site inspeetioa Is sched­
uled to be completed tomorrow. 

Salem 1 is expected to be out or 
service at least two weeks, with work­
ers perfomiing a number of unrelated 
maintenance tasks wliile the Investiga­
tion is underway. P S E ^ officials say 
the unit could actually remain Idle for 
a month or more. 

Meanwhile, Salem 2 yesterday re­
mained at 40 percent power, generat­
ing 330 megawatts. Power is still re­
duced there because of continuing 
high grass condttloos in the Delaware 
and problems with one of the unit's 
steam generators. 

The nearby Hope Creek nuclear 
plant is also out of service for a sched̂  

_ uled refueling. 


