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STATE OK IIJORIDA 

BUDDY MACKAY 
LlEUlKNANT GOVERNOR 

TilECAPrrOL 
IALLAI lAS.IEE. M.ORIDA .̂ r»SW-O001 

TO: ReU Lewis, Spedal Assistant to the PresidenI 
for Political Affairs 

FROM: Bu(idyMacKay 

DATE: Aprill3,1993 

RK: White House Conference on Aging 

Governor Chiles and I appreciate the opportunity to offer the following 
names for appointment to the White House Conference on Aging: 

Norman Abramowitz, Councilman, Tamarac, Florida 
President, Broward League of Cities j ^ , ^ ̂ 2(o' I ^'^^ 
(305)722-5900 lA ' ^"^^ 

Tony Canja, President, Florida AARP ' 'i'^-^" 
(813)624-0105 

Josephina Carbonell, Executive Director, Litile Havana Activities Center 
(305)858-0887 

George Dutton, Former President 
National and Stale Council of Senior Citizens 
(305)721-1110 

Dr. Rosebud Foster, Professor, Florida Intemational University 
Chairman of the Board, Alliance for Aging 
(305) 940-5702 - work (305) 387-1118 - home 

Rep. Elaine Gordon, Florida House of Representatives 
(30.5)325-2833 

E. Bentley Lipscomb, Secretary, Florida Department of Elder Affairs 
(904)922-5297 



Memo to Reta Lewis 
April 13,1994 
Page Two 

Merrill Stumberger, Elder Issues Advocate 
(407) 482-4683 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free lo give me a call. 
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FACSIMILIE TRANSMISSION COVER SHEET 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AGING 
SOI School Street sw Bth Floor 

Washington, D.C. 20024 

Attention: 

Telephone: 

Fax;^ '^O^^ 

Sender: Robert B. Blancato 
White House Conference on Aging 

Sender Telephone: 202-245-7116 

Sender Fax; 202-245-7857 

^^^'^f^^ pages, including this cover sheet. i f 
you do not receive a l l the pages, please c a l l the above nSmiers 

Comments: 



AARP 

April 1994 
VoL 35. No. 4 
Washinton, D.C 

BULLETIN 
A PUBUCATION OFTHE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED PERSONS 

A P H I I - 1 9 9 ^ 

NEWSBREAK 
White House aging cooference 
to explore generational issues 
This centuiys fourth White House Conference on 
Aging, to be held in May of 1995. wiU be asked to 
develop new initiatives for senring Amenca's rapid-

!>• aging populalion and for pro­
moting intergenerational coopera-
lioa 

"An older America must soon 
face a new century," President 
Clinton said in conveoing the 
conference. "A 1995 White House 
Conference on Aging allows us to 
plan for this challenge." 

Delegates are expected to focus on health-care se­
curity, longterrn care, income security, housing, 
nutrition and mental health, says Robert B. Blanca­
to. the conference's executive director. 

Clinton is coniinuing a tradition begun by Presi­
dent Kennedy, who convened the first aging sym-

Blancalo 

posium in 1961. Succeeding conferences were held 
ID 1^1 and 1981 (former President Bush did not 
hold the scheduled 1991 session). 

Blancato. 43. a former subcommittee staff director 
of the House Select Committee on Aging, said 
meetings are being held around the country to get 
suggestions for issues to be taken up al the 1995 
conference. One issue that is emerging as a possi­
ble topic, he says, is loneliness among the eldo-ly. 

Legislation authorizing the conference also di­
rected delegates to examine common problems be­
tween generations, recommend ways to raise pub­
lic awareness of the interdependence of 
generations and suggest steps to unprove coordina­
tion of federal state and local aging polia^. 

Conference planning will be carried out by a 25 
person poUcy committee to be chosen jomtly by 
the White House and Congress. Among other 
things, the committee will decide on a date and 
place for the conference, the number of delegates 
and the method of choosing them. 
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FACSIMILIE TRANSKISSION COVER SHEET 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AGING 

Attention: 3^€rern^ "^^Cyi - /Lr\ i 

Telephone: 

Fax: 

Sender: - . 
Robert B. Blancato 
Whxte House Conference on Ag^g 

flonder Telephone: 202-245.7116 

fieader Fax: 202-245-7857 

Vou should receive ^ 
v«,. . . . . . . he*Daa«.™:r!^"?.??^« . 

above numbers. 

Ceau&ents: 
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TO: , Jeremy Ben-Ami 

FROM: Bob Blancato 

DATE: 30 March 1994 

RE: White House Conference on Aging Letter From President 
Clinton To All Govemors 

As you requested, I have attached a copy o£ the draft letter, 
appreciate your willingness to guide this letter through the 
clearance process - - i f necessary. 

Many thanks for your ongoing assistance. 
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Dear Governor: 

I am pleased to share details of the 1995 White House Conference 
on Aging with you. 

As you nay know, President Kennedy convened the f i r s t White House 
conference on Aging in 1961 to address important issues relating 
to older Americans. Subsequent White House Conferences on Aging 
were held in 1971 and 1981. I t is with great pleasure that I 
announce the upcoming May 1995 White House Conference because i t 
will play a significant role in the longstanding tradition of 
White House Conferences on Aging. Fourteen years will have 
passed since the last Conference was held. The 1995 conference 
will be the cornerstone of our national effort to focus necessary 
attention and develop policy initiatives in the field of aging, 
leading our country into the twenty-first century. 

The Older Americans Act, which authorizes the 1995 White House 
Conference on Aging, designates the Secretary of Health and Hunan 
Services as the Cabinet officer responsible for planning the 
Conference. Last f a l l I announced the selection of Robert 
Blancato as Executive Director, and soon I will appoint a Policy 
Committee and Chairperson for the Conference. 

Input into the agenda of the 1995 White House on Aging will come 
from a variety of sources, including Members of Congress; the 
Department of Health and Human Services; other Cabinet 
Departments and independent Federal agencies; State, Territorial 
and local governments; and the private sector, A high priority 
of this Administration is to ensu'fe maximum participation by 
older Americans at the local and State levels into the 
development of the 1995 Conference agenda. To facilitate this 
goal, the White House Conference on Aging is currently planning 
Regional conferences, State conferences, mini-conferences on 
selected topics and local events. 

Further information regarding funding levels and application 
procedures for State conferences will be forthcoming this month. 
Information regarding the delegate selection process to the 
Conference will be sent to you promptly after the Policy 
Committee reaches consensus on this issue. 

Your active support and participation in the proud tradition of 
White House Conferences on Aging will be cr i t i c a l to the success 
of the 1995 Conference. I believe we can work together to 
stimulate public attention to the challenges facing older 
Americans and future generations, as well as identify common 
goals and solutions. 

Sincerely, 

B i l l Clinton 



THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

W A S M I N G T O N D C_. ? 0 2 0 1 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

ISSUE 

I am su b m i t t i n g the f o l l o w i n g revised l i s t of recommendations f o r 
your c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o the Policy Committee of the White House 
Conference on Aging, as required by P.L. 102-375, the Older 
Americans Act Amendments of 1992. This memorandum modifies the 
March 1 memorandum I pr e v i o u s l y sent t o you. This l i s t has been 
compiled w i t h my approval by the Assista n t Secretary f o r Aging, 
Fernando M. T o r r e s - G i l , and the Executive D i r e c t o r of the White 
House Conference on Aging, Robert B. Blancato, a f t e r c a r e f u l 
review of many i n d i v i d u a l s across the nat i o n who are q u a l i f i e d t o 
serve on t h i s Committee. 

BACKGROUND 

Under Section 204 of P.L. 102-375, the 1992 Amendments t o the 
Older Americans Act, a 25-person Policy Committee i s t o be 
established f o r the White House Conference on Aging. Of those 
appointed. Congress must choose 12. The President i s required t o 
choose 13 i n d i v i d u a l s , 10 of whom are "members w i t h experience i n 
the f i e l d of aging who may include representatives of p u b l i c 
aging agencies, i n s t i t u t i o n - b a s e d organizations and m i n o r i t y 
aging o r g a n i z a t i o n s . " The remaining three must be o f f i c e r s of 
the Federal Government. 

The Policy Committee f o r the White House Conference on Aging has 
many r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g : 

• recommending t o the Secretary of HHS when t o convene the 
Conference; 

• f o r m u l a t i n g and approving a proposed agenda f o r the 
Conference; 

• determining the number of delegates and other 
p a r t i c i p a n t s t o the Conference,and 

• f o r m u l a t i n g and approving the i n i t i a l r e p o r t of the 
Conference 
I n a d d i t i o n , the Policy Committee has t o comply w i t h a number of 
t e c h n i c a l dates which are o u t l i n e d i n P.L. 103-171, the Technical 
Amendments t o the Older Americans Act of 1993, i n c l u d i n g holding 
i t s f i r s t meeting w i t h i n 30 days a f t e r the l a s t member of the 
Committee i s named, and for m u l a t i n g and approving a proposed 
agenda not l a t e r than 60 days a f t e r i t s f i r s t meeting. 



DISCUSSION 

Under the requirements of the Technical Amendments t o the Older 
Americans Act of 1993, the White House Conference on Aging i s t o 
be convened not l a t e r than May 31, 1995. This presents an 
extremely t i g h t time schedule f o r planning not only t h i s n a t i o n a l 
conference but also the s t a t e , l o c a l and mini-conferences which 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y precede a White House Conference on Aging. 
A d d i t i o n a l l y , under the Technical Amendments, the Policy 
Committee was t o be named by December 31, 1993. Congress i s 
c u r r e n t l y developing i t s l i s t of Policy Committee Members. 

Below you w i l l f i n d three separate recommendation l i s t s . On the 
f i r s t l i s t are the names of the three Cabinet o f f i c e r s I am 
recommending f o r the " o f f i c e r s of the f e d e r a l government" p o r t i o n 
of the s t a t u t o r y requirement. The second recommendation l i s t 
contains the names of nine i n d i v i d u a l s I am recommending f o r the 
p u b l i c membership of the Policy Committee. Because you are 
required t o choose ten members f o r the p u b l i c membership, I have 
included a t h i r d recommendation l i s t from which you should choose 
the t e n t h member, or from which t o se l e c t other members t o 
replace those on the recommended l i s t . 

As you w i l l note, included w i t h each name i s some d e s c r i p t i v e 
background f o r your i n f o r m a t i o n and easy reference. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

CABINET RECOMMENDATIONS 

Shaiala, Donna E., Secretary, Department of Health and Human 
Services 

Cisneros, Henry G., Secretary, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 

Brown, Jesse, Secretary, Department of Veterans A f f a i r s 

PUBLIC MEMBERS RECOMMENDATIONS 

Deets, Horace, Executive D i r e c t o r , American Association f o r 
Re t i r e d Persons, Washington, D.C. Mr. Deets heads the l a r g e s t 
senior o r g a n i z a t i o n i n the Nation and has been q u i t e a c t i v e w i t h 
the new Executive D i r e c t o r i n e a r l y planning f o r the White House 
Conference on Aging. 

Smedley, Lawrence, Executive D i r e c t o r , National Council of Senior 
C i t i z e n s , and Co-Chair, National Leadership Council of Aging 
Organizations, Washington, D.C. 

Sanderson, Herb, D i r e c t o r , Arkansas D i v i s i o n of Aging and Adult 
Services, L i t t l e Rock, Arkansas. 
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OaXar, Mary Rose, former Representative from Ohio. Ms. Oakar i s 
cur r e n t l y President and CEO of Mary Rose Oakar and Associates, 
Inc. I n a d d i t i o n t o many other honors, she was selected as "One 
of America's Most Important Women" by Ladies Home Journal. 

Sotomayor, Dr. Marta, President and CEO, The National Hispanic 
Council on Aging, Washington, D.C. 

Dobrof, Dr. Rose, Acting Vice President f o r I n s t i t u t i o n a l 
Advancement, Hunter College i n New York Ci t y , and Executive 
Director of the Brookdale Center on Aging. 

c a r t e r , Charles, President, National Association of Retired 
Federal Employees representing 2 m i l l i o n r e t i r e e s . Mr. Carter i s 
a former key o f f i c e r of the American Federation of Government 
Employees. 

Delacruz, James T., Member, Quinalt Indian Nation and Quinalt 
Senior Citizens Program Coordinator. Mr. Delacruz i s the current 
President of National T i t l e VI Directors (Grants t o Native 
Americans). 

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 



Thursz, Dr. Daniel, President, The National Council on the Aging, 
Inc., the f i r s t n a t ional aging organization t o uncon d i t i o n a l l y 
endorse the Health Security Act. 

RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend t h a t you review and approve ten of the p u b l i c names I 
have l i s t e d i n t h i s memorandum t o be appointed t o the Policy 
Committee of the White House Conference on Aging. 

^i^^^Wnha ^ ^ a l a ^ ^ " " ^ " " 
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E X E C U T I V E : O F F I C E 0 F T H E P R E S I D E N T 

28-Mar-1994 10:23am 

TO: John Fv,desta 

FROM: C a r o l U. Rasoo 
Economic and Domestic Policy 

CC: Jeremy D. Ben-Ami 
CC: Jenn >• ! er M. O'Connor 
CC: Rosa.lyii A. M i l l e r 

SUBJECT: White House Conference on Aging 

John, as background: 

Last week we di 
memo regarding 
Aging Policy Co 
President in o 
any follow up 
finalizing thi;: 
take the memo j 
Vice-President 
follow up to a 
the President. 
with several d• 
to HHS and thvy. 

The feedback i 

+Three cabinet 

+Public member 
don't have pi 

+For the one a 
l i s t e d the Pr 
are covered, 
condominium s; 

-c'lssed ever so b r i e f l y t h a t I would take the HHS 
•commendations f o r the White House Conference on 
i j t t e e i n my hand t o my b r i e f i n g w i t h the 
. r t o get his i n i t i a l thoughts so t h a t we might do 
k while he i s on vacation w i t h the hopes of 
o t t e r quickly upon his r e t u r n next week. I d i d 

v;;o rny b r i e f i n g and both the President and 
^•viewed the names. While t h i s memo says i t i s a 

'•evious memo, the previous memo never went i n t o 
. .ibinet A f f a i r s took the f i r s t memo and vetted i t 
Prions w i t h i n the White House, gave the feedback 
' i l l s memo was prepared. 

; the President and Vice-President: 

commendations are absolutely f i n e . 

ooks f i n e i f f o l k s throughout the White House 
;is which i t i s my sense there are not problems. 

; t i o n a l s l o t f o r which a number of choices are 
:?.at f e l t we j u s t have t o make sure our p o l i t i c s 

Jeremy Ben-Ami 
who w i l l ser' 
expedite t h i -
out u n t i l Fr 
am recommend:! 
that he shou 

; recently joined my s t a f f and i s the DPC person 
a l i a i s o n to t h i s conference. I n order t o 
c t i o n process and because I am now going t o be 
;.m. when I come back f o r a series of meetings, I 
ie f o l l o w i n g process wit h t h i s note t o Jeremy 
ck wit h you v i a email or i n person t o ascertain 



i f t h i s i s okay w i t h you; 

Jeremy should 
w i t h one or ino 
recommendat i c i; 
Mike Lux make 
comments. 
w i l l do any i 
On Friday whe 
f u r t h e r needf:; 
h i s r e t u r n or 
f i n a l i z e the . 

:ck w i t h p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s and Mike Lux t o come up 
names t o recommend f o r the " F l o r i d a Condo" 
Me should a t the same time have p o l i t i c a l and 

ly comments on the remainder of the President's 
:uld get t h a t recommendation(s) t o you (?) and you 
:;or processing of t h i s matter you f e e l necessary, 
fim back Jeremy and I w i l l t a l k and see what 

' be done f o r me t o send a memo t o President upon 
> over t h i s matter w i t h him i n a b r i e f i n g time t o 
o Lntments. 

John, I am f c 
Jeremy, i f y 

ding t o you red dot now the o r i g i n a l memo, 
ed a copy of the memo, see Rosalyn. 

Thanks t o a.l i 

(Jeremy, I w 
deal before : 
looks a t t h i 

I ; i l l need t o t a l k t o Pryor's o f f i c e on the Haas 
ing i s f i n a l i z e d and a f t e r the President next 
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financial institutions j(b)(8) of the FOIAj 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells j(b)(9) of the FOIAj 



Herb SanderSia|3(perhaps as rep of State D i r e c t o r s ) 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

* * * * * 

Union ( N a t l Assoc Retired Fed Employees) 

AARP 

Academic 

Native American 

State D i r e c t o r s 

Area Agencies on Aging 

Hispanic 

A f r i c a n American 

Rural 
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MAR 1 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

ISSUE 

I am submitting the following l i s t of recommendations for your 
consideration to the Policy Committee of the White House 
Conference on Aging, as required by P.L. 102-375, the Older 
Americans Act Amendments of 1992. This l i s t has been compiled 
with my approval by the Assistant Secretary for Aging, Fernando 
M. Torres-Gil, and the Executive Director of the White House 
Conference on Aging, Robert B. Blancato, a f t e r careful review of 
many individuals across the nation who are qualified to serve on 
th i s Committee. 

BACKGROUND 

Under Section 204 of P.L. 102-375, the 1992 Amendments to the 
Older Americans Act, a 25-person Policy Committee i s to be 
established for the White House Conference on Aging, Of those 
appointed. Congress must choose 12. The President i s required to 
choose 13 individuals, 10 of whom are "members with experience i n 
the f i e l d of aging who may include representatives of public 
aging agencies, institution-based organizations and minority 
aging organizations." The remaining three must be o f f i c e r s of the 
Federal Government. 

The P o l i c y Committee f o r the White House Conference on Aging has 
many r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g : 

o recommending to the Secretary of HHS when to convene the 
Conference; 
o formulating and approving a proposed agenda for the 
Conference; 
o determining the number of delegates and other 
participants to the Conference, and 
o f o r m u l a t i n g and approving the i n i t i a l report of the 
Conference. 

In a d d i t i o n , the P o l i c y Committee has to comply wit h a number of 
s p e c i f i c dates which are o u t l i n e d i n P.L. 103-171, the Technical 
Amendments t o the Older Americans Act of 1993, i n c l u d i n g h o l d i n g 
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I t s f i r s t tneeting within 3 0 days after the l a s t member of the 
Committee i s named, and formulating and approving a proposed 
agenda not la t e r than 60 days after i t s f i r s t meeting. 

DISCUSSION 

Under the requirements of the Technical Amendments to the Older 
Americans Act of 1993, the White House Gonference on Agino i s to 
be convened not la t e r than May 31, 1995. This presents an 
extremely tight time schedule for planning not only this national 
conference, but the State, local and mini-conferences which 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y precede a White House Conference on Aging. 
Additionally, under the Technical Amendments, the Policy 
Committee was to be named by December 31, 1993. Congress i s 
currently developing i t s l i s t of Policy Committee Members. 

Below you w i l l find the names of sixteen individuals I am 
recommending from whom you may elect to choose the ten 
individuals you are reguired to name to the Policy Committee. As 
you w i l l note, included with each name i s some descriptive 
background for your information and easy reference. 

Recommendations (16) 

Deets, Horace, Executive Director, American Association for 
Retired Persons, Washington, D.C. Mr. Deets heads the larqest 
senior organization in the Nation and has been been quite active 
with the new Executive Director in early planning for the White 
House Conference on Aging, 

Delacruz, James T., Member of Quinalt Indian Nation and Quinalt 
Senior C i t i z e n s Program Coordinator. Mr. Delacruz i s the current 
President of National T i t l e VI Directors (Grants to Native 
Americans). 

Dobrof, Dr. Rose, Acting Vice President f o r I n s t i t u t i o n a l 
Advancement, Hunter College i n New York City, and Executive 
Director of the Brookdale Center on Aging. 
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Oakar, Mary Rose, former Representative from Ohio. Ms Oakar ic; 
c u r r e n t l y President and CEO of Mary Rose Oakar and Associates 
inc I n addition to many other honors, she was s e l e c t e d as "One 
of America's Most Important Women" by Ladies Home Journal 

Smedley, Lawrence, Executive Director, National Council of Senior 
Citizens, and Co-Chair, National Leadership Council of Aqinq 
Organizations, Washington, D.C. ^ 

Sotomayor, Dr Marta, P r e s i d e n t and CEO, the N a t i o n a l Hispanic 
Council on Aging, Washington, D.C. P^iuic 

'^^^'^' '^^'J^'^-^^^^^^> P r e s i d e n t . The N a t i o n a l Council on the Aging, 
In c . , the f i r s t n a t i o n a l a g i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n t o u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y 
endorse the H e a l t h S e c u r i t y Act. ^ x u i i c t i i y 

IS i l i iB l i 

3?th o n J J f f ^ respected i n d i v i d u a l s who w i l l be compatible 
w i t h our e f f o r t s i n holding..:a s u c c e s s f u l and meaningful White 
House Conference on Aging,, w i l l work as a team, and w i l l support 
the o b j e c t i v e s o f t h i s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . They are w e l l known t o 
the agmg community and are committed t o improving the q u a l i t y of 
l i f e f o r America'scolder p o p u l a t i o n now and i n t h i f u t u r e I n 
a d d i t i o n , we b e l i e v e t h a t they c o n t a i n the geographic, e t h n i c 
gender, and r a c i a l d i v e r s i t y d e s i r e d by t h i s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 



'RECOMMENDATION 

I recomtnend t h a t you review and approve ten of the sixteen names 
ly. f^'^r. ^2 ^^"-^ memorandum t o the Policy Committee of the 
White House Conference on Aging. 
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E X E C U T I V E O F F I C E OF T H E P R E S I D E N T 

ll-Mar-1994 08:11pm 

TO: Jennifer M. O'Connor 

FROM: Carol H. Rasco 

Economic and Domestic Policy 

CC: C h r i s t i n e A. Varney 

SUBJECT: RE: White House Council on Aging 

I w i l l pass my names along through you. 

F i r s t , ^ would appreciate knowing how HHS came up .withllililtM[;?illiilii3i^ 
^ ^ S i ^ S i l ^ perhaps t h e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ s u b m i t t e d h i s name as a"" 
consensus choice the Pres. and I should know t h a t as we would both 
be surprised, I t h i n k , but would s t i l l need t o know t h a t . The 
three nam.es that are more l o g i c a l are 

Herb .Sanders: Served as Governor's Cli n t o n state D i r e c t o r of 
Of f i c e on Aging the f i n a l ten years; i n 40's, white male. S t i l l 
serving i n that p o s i t i o n . Well known and respected among state 
d i r e c t o r s . Perhaps not a bad idea at a l l to have a s t a t e d i r e c t o r 
on the l i s t . 

F i n a l l y , a non-Arkansas rep. to t h i n k about th a t C l i n t o n would 



very i n t e r e s t e d i n i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l aspects. 

One l a s t t h i n g . . . 1 would r e a l l y l i k e t o know when t h i s goes i n as 
I would l i k e t o p o i n t out some things t o President when i t does. 
Thanks. 
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March 10, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHRISTINE VARNEY 

FROM: MIKE LUX 
SUBJECT: WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AGING STEERING 

COMMITTEE 

mi 

i 

I understand that the list of recommendations for the White House Conference on 
Aging Steering Committee is currently under consideration. In a recent 
conversation with Robert Blancato, the Executive Director of the Conference, he 
informed me that the White House will chopse thirteen of the twenty-five 
members, ten of whom are non-government professionals or advocates in the older 
American community, A memo from Secretary Shaiala to the President listed 
sixteen recommendations for the ten slots. 

Mr. Blancato said that he was aware that this List would most likely be revised as 
a result of additional submissi(Dnsfrgm4||f^^.i^^ 
purjiose 01 doing exactly that. 

organization are very 
important to the success o f n ^ l t h care reform. There is no doubt that she would 
be an important addition to the Steering Committee. 

I am unclear as to who in the White House will make the final choices for this List. 
I would greatly appreciate your assistance in this matter. Please let me know if I 
can provide any additional information. 

Thanks very much. 

cc: Carol Rasco, Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy 

i: i\ .j : 
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administrative costs; Cwada is. l * ' " ^ ' ^ ' I ^ ^ ' J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ nine. 
10 perceai of its GDP. ifs 6TO« S n T ? d that oSe of the reasotis 

p?oceS once a year, which I think Kelps to hold health care costs iovm. 

So I believe that our system over the long ran will be more efficient if you get a 
single benefit package, a single form, and simplify the biUing. 

^ Q You've put out that you are going to definitely Jold the White Hoitf e 

organizations? 
THP PRESIDENT' In the beginning, I recommended that it be handled throu^ 
THE ^̂^̂^ do what we've done with the health care plan; 

the aging organizations. At some P ^ ' ^ j ' ^ T f o p e r a t e the White House 
we'll heve an operation in or »^cizu^d " ^ ^ ^ ^ y ^ ^ ' ^ ^ Z r ^^^^^^ 
^ i ^ ^ ^ i? , r t ? ™ r n e r f e w months the best thing to do is 
to work through the organizations. 

n v«,.r niM RS ifs now drafted, gives better benefits to the people in Ae 
HcaUh .H«2e than t h e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
lopg.term care. Now one of *Vf^"8'*J^Jl^^^^^ and 

^ e health alliances there's a cap °f «"̂ ;f;̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ And we were wondering 
$3,000 for couples and families. Th«res no such cap ^J^ '̂JJ'̂ g 20 percent of out̂ f-
why - it seems like an unequal treatment of seniors. They liavc le * p 
pocVot expenses right now for Medicare. 

formal... Jhe "^/g;,f„^^^^ J m p S . Seal* benTiB to .11 
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Perot is Back: 
Mow He's Poised to 
Tacicie Healtii Cai« 

Texan Set tci Ch^lerige Q{hion*s 

aiul go.̂ Tlie);|UUm^&^̂  

>:. thisrtinie hetilding' pi^jii -
dent Ctintoh'dn heal^ip^. 

i V,w^i trashing 01in$iiiî ŷ. 

:,."de^ed t6'Ml^ a ^ W ' 
;'; ing iliii the tiktipn's, .̂ iii>ŷ i-<' 

OF CONfiHESS 

. And &6veral lawmakers responded 
with guTbws U) the news that Perot was 
again ii\J(jcUiig hinisell into a legislative 
.light "It's like he's from a different 
planet," said Sen. Bob Keirey, D-Neb. 

Bnnnlns Conf rants GOP On / 
Smirce of Campaign ConMbntion 

' ' Aakr&oi citizen lobbyist group's ef-
-fints to defeat the balanced-budget 

<. wnenditisnthas Rep. Jim Bunzdng, R-Ky., 
' '11jiiricius .lih4t Republicans'acceirt Its cam-

: :?;.;.;llie National ComnuttM to Preaerv'e 
' .Social Security and Medicare, which lob­

bies on behalf of senlon, sent out a letter 
,'. ^il'ISi^da^ .calling on its niieinbeâ  to utge 
: vljaiviî ake the baland̂ -budgê  
I , aMeAdxAent being considered by.^ 

Hdus.ei.The letter said the Social Secuiity 
itrtist fund would be "raided," by the 

It'iahdanoiher letter byithei^e^ 
of Retired Pereoraj prpmpted ; 

,..-.̂ ^^<{dw î̂ e l̂iia calls intdth^patpî l 
\'^Jik^';^'aetai^i^t@MB^ ^';'.||a^ith^ legislation. 

: :vspciiiit*o»̂ ^ 
lt'£are,-:î l' n-it 

diniSiOĵ iaitd 
last̂ yiaarwa&dcnxto] 

PeJfotislajmcdtiK *̂''-̂  

; ,iiealQx-fcare.tjiî ^̂ baû ^̂  'T̂ -A'}.'- , 
•'I'diinlf Xpiferbti] sfaSfigthendlh'fe.'Srifi. 

.. govezIunen);̂ i(̂ ,'thcM|eilyho arsibpjpaised 
v̂ to ii4^erf!|4g*iU;r6y?i^ 

Utl4oin[!tifhlnk 
••.v.T,4,-< * l - | f ' • t fibyiQi^if.tiilt>tie<^4^ HM^$ii)« 

^ ,:in t h ' ^ , ^ S l ^ ^ ^ k » e t h e g § ^ ^ 
,.;canal'ttuQ' a)iign>?p̂  heip4 f̂eat 
. .Cliiitpit'S he|Blthi«areiBji|<anda, ,Qq(^^^ 

vrBaŷ ,'''liteie--U hoti^^lR to asfî aî i,̂ ^ 
• can't*(6rkii»!piffifer." ' ; • • 

That is exactly wh«;vSen. Jay iibcke-
fellCT, ij-W.'VjL, has bfeen tryingHf pre­
vent. RockefielI.er, a caudal Clinton in 
the health-c ;̂.deba(6, says that oyfer the 
past ib moilths he has î iltivaC^ & ijdla-
tionship witli Perot, trying to perauade 
him not to attack Clinton's plan. 

Purhips Rr>rkpff>i)ftr's worries are im 
warranl«jj. Al'i;er tiis stinging NAFTA de­
feat, Perot does not bring the same clout 
to the policy debate, says George Wash­
ington University political science profes­
sor Lee Slgelman. "My sense is that people 
are a little tired of him at this point But if 
he comes up wlih something instead of 
Just sniping, he could play an important 
agenda-setting role." 

Biiriiiln^ called the.Naiional (jonunit-
y.\ xi l̂ ĵp,-preserve Social SeeurityJettera 
re'" ^ '̂ ''pick of lies," and in a pointed (ionv̂ rsa-
••; '̂[dqi\>yiin;N̂ f̂ Qi;ial RepublicaniCamp̂ igrt-' 
ftiat l^:jlii*iniittee (3̂ ^ Chai«man'i|̂ p':;Bill,'. 

'.. Î axon, N.Y., said that it was wibî f̂orthe 
'. ;(iOPto accept money from the group. 
''•We're in bed with someone who is de-

. ,«itrp$uig" a key element of the party's plat-, 
ifbtin, Bunnlng told Paxoti yesterday 

' jfhbming. 
The National Conynittee to Î reserve 

Social Security has a bad reputation on the 
: rKiU bver scare tactics used to rai^e money 
: ".̂ ta seniors/Sunning tdlif Paxô  tl^he. 

eohlsmpiated chadttsinghixti arfid-ĵ  
I ] ^ C G before'-ithe full conferenĉ l̂ 'taldng' 

the contributions, but decided i;ij9t ta 
Ih tills (election cycle, the c<>ihinittee 

; 'iJias given «7,dop to the NRCC. 
: • ': "I'm going to have a ve|y dljppiCult time 

if i havie to go through every donation," 
said Paxon, who told Running that he 
would cake money fromjust ^ u i any 
group that wanted to contribute. 

Hard to Ksep Tlia Sansh!n« On 
Congressional Planning 

In Louisiana, you would hardly ejcpect 
polittop r.o bp played in SnpeHorin... 
bui. (Jon'l. try telling Uiai, to four Lim oJn 
Parish residents who challenged the 
statea new congressional districts on the 
grounds that they were racially polarized. 

In December, a panel of three federal 
Judges scrapped the congressional dis­
trict plan enacted for the 1992 elections, 
ruling that the map — and particularly the 
Z-shaped, black-majority 4th District — 

was a product of tmconstitutional racial 
genymandering. The Judges let stand the 
1992 election results but forbade thc use 
pf the same district lines in 1994. 

The state has begun the process of ap­
pealing the decision to the Supreme 
Court But in recent weeks, state Icgisls' 
tors 9ndtnembei«.6f Congress have been 
holding quiet discussions over drawing a 
new map that couldbe approved Ifthe leg-
Islaiurfe' met Iti a.^ecial session. 
- PaulHurd,aI(ead,»ttomeyforthefour 
pkintaffo, wants le^latots to hold public 
meelui^ and issue lib the public any prô  
posed maps, He claims thaf members of 
Gongi;ess may be yibbtlDg the state con­
stitution by lobbyirig legislators—behind 
closed doors — to diaw districts that pro-

. tect their political jteirltory; 
'This m^or deciSlon-making debate 

ahould be made irt thie open," Hurd says. 
"Whajt ̂ 'e're ctyiiig for is sunshine." 

• Term Limit$<.dt High Court 
After five year̂ ;of intense fighting, the 

issue of term-limits for members of Con­
gress finally reaches the Supreme Court 
today. U.S. Term Liinits and Arkansans 
for Ck>yerTunental-Reform plan to ask the 
nation's highest court to accept its appeal 
to an/Lrkansas Supreme Court ruling that 
state-mandated limits on federal lawmak­
ers are unconstitutional. Arkansans ap­
proved an initiative in 1992 that would 
. ibtut sienators to 12 years and House mem­
bers tb six years.'Advocates of congres-
sioneil term lirriitations are hopeful the 
court will accept the case in the coming 
months, and hand down a ruling within a 
year. 

• Bumpers SeHtce MILSTAH Vote 
Dale Bumpers wants senators to go on 

record liext week on whether the govern­
ment should spend $12 bilUon to modem­
ize the MILSTAR nudes; war communi­
cations system. The Arkansas Democrat 
said reports indicate MILSTAR "has trou­
ble transmitting in a heavy rain," let alone 
? thrrmomirlp.arblast. "MIT-STAR i.";;! iiv.-:--
Cold War ivlic,'" Bumpers siiid. He riiid 
Kent Conrad, D-N.D., will offer an amend­
ment to the budget resolution on the floor 
next week to cut out the fiinds. 

— by Thovia.3 Galvin and Steve Lcmgdon' 
with repails from, Dave Kaplan and 
Ricliard Sammon. 

J 



THE S E C R E T A R Y OF H E A L T H A N O H U M A N S E R V I C E S 

W A S H I N G T O N . O.C. 2 0 2 0 1 

MAR I 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

ISSUE 

I am submitting the following l i s t of recommendations for your 
consideration to the Policy Committee of the White House 
Conference on Aging, as required by P.L. 102-375, the Older 
Americans Act Amendments of 1992. This l i s t has been compiled 
with my approval by the Assistant Secretary for Aging, Fernando 
M. Torres-Gil, and the Executive Director of the White House 
Conference on Aging, Robert B. Blancato, after careful review of 
many individuals across the nation who are qualified to serve on 
t h i s Committee. 

BACKGROUND 

Under Section 204 of P.L. 102-375,.the 1992 Amendments t o the 
Older Americans Act, a 25-person P o l i c y Committee i s t o be 
e s t a b l i s h e d f o r the White House Conference on Aging. Of those 
appointed. Congress must choose 12. The President i s r e q u i r e d t o 
choose 13 i n d i v i d u a l s , 10 of whom are "members w i t h experience i n 
the f i e l d o f aging who may include representatives of p u b l i c 
aging agencies, i n s t i t u t i o n - b a s e d organizations and m i n o r i t y 
aging organizations." The remaining three must be o f f i c e r s of the 
Federal Government. 

The P o l i c y Committee f o r the White House Conference on Aging has 
many r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g : 

o recommending t o the Secretary of HHS when to convene the 
Conference; 
o f o r m u l a t i n g and approving a proposed agenda f o r the 
Conference; 
o determining the number of delegates and other 
p a r t i c i p a n t s t o the Conference, and 
o f o r m u l a t i n g and approving the i n i t i a l report of the 
Conference. 

In a d d i t i o n , the P o l i c y Committee has t o comply with a number of 
s p e c i f i c dates which are o u t l i n e d i n P.L. 103-171, the Technical 
Amendments t o the Older Americans Act of 1993, i n c l u d i n g h o l d i n g 
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[ao7] 
I t s f i r s t ineeting w i t h i n 30 days a f t e r the l a s t member of the 
Committee i s named, and formulating and approving a proposed 
agenda not l a t e r than 60 days a f t e r i t s f i r s t meeting. 

DISCUSSION 

Under the requirements of the Technical Amendments to the Older 
Americans Act of 1993, the White House Conference on Agina i s to 
be convened not l a t e r than May 31, 1995. This presents an 
extremely tight time schedule for planning not only this national 
conference, but the State, local and mini-conferences which 
tr a d i t i o n a l l y precede a White House Conference on Aging 
Additionally, under the Technical Amendments, the Policy 
Committee was to be named by December 31, 1993. Congress i s 
currently developing i t s l i s t of Policy Committee Members. 

Below you w i l l find the names of sixteen individuals I am 
recommending from whom you may elect to choose the ten 
individuals you are required to name to the Policy Committee. As 
you w i l l note, included with each name i s some descriptive 
background for your information and easy reference. 

Recommendations (16) 

Carter, Charles, President, National Association of Retired 
Federal Employees representing 2 million retirees. Mr Carter i s 
a former key o f f i c e r of the American Federation of Government 
Employees. 

Deets, Horace, Executive Director, American Association f 
Retired Persons, Washington, D.C. Mr. Deets heads the l a 
senior organization in the Nation and has been been quite 
with the new Executive Director in early planning for the 
House Conference on Aging. 

or 
rgest 
active 
White 

Delacruz, James T., Member of Quinalt Indian Nation and Quinalt 
Senior C i t i z e n s Program Coordinator. Mr. Delacruz i s the current 
President of National T i t l e VI Directors (Grants to Native 
Americans). 

Dobrof, Dr. Rose, Acting Vice President f o r I n s t i t u t i o n a l 
Advancement, Hunter College i n New York City, and Executive 
Director of the Brookdale Center on Aging. 



oakar, Mary Rose, former Representative from Ohio. Ms Oakar i s 
currently President and CEO of Mary Rose Oakar and Associates 
Inc In addition to many other honors, she was selected as "oAe 
of America's Most Important Women" by Ladies Home Journal 

Smedley, Lawrence, Executive Director, National Council of Senior 
Citizens, and Co-Chair, National Leadership Council of Agina 
Organizations, Washington, D.C. ^ying 

Sotomayor, Dr Marta, President and CEO, the National Hispanic 
Council on Aging, Washington, D.C. 

Thursz Dr Daniel, President, The National Council on the Aging 
'''H" ^ h f f ^ ^ ^ t national aging organization to u n c o n d i t i o n a l l j 
endorse the Health Security Act. uxwi.icij.xy 

These names are of respected i n d i v i d u a l s who w i l l be compatible 
with our e f f o r t s m holding.a successful and meaningful Shite 
House Conference on Aging,, w i l l work as a team, and w i l l support 
the objectives of t h i s Administration. They are well known to 
the aging community and are committed to improving the q u a l i t y of 
l i f e f o r America's older population now and i n the futu?e 
addition, we believe that they contain the geographic ethnic 
gender, and r a c i a l d i v e r s i t y desired by t h i s Administration. ' 



• RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend t h a t you review and approve ten of the six t e e n names 
w h ? r % ^^^2 ^^^^ memorandum to the Policy Committee of ?he 
White House Conference on Aging. 
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Z.?.??.™?;^^ ON AGING 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: ROBERT B. BLANCATO 

On February 17, 1994, President C l i n t o n c a l l e d f o r a White House 
Conference on Aging t o be convened i n May of 1995. This w i l l be the 
f o u r t h such conference, the f i r s t of which was conducted i n 1961 under 
President Kennedy t o be held t h e r e a f t e r each decade. The mandate of 
such conferences i s t o produce recommendations f o r aging p o l i c y t o span 
the next decade. 

The 1995 Conference was authorized under the terms of P.L. 102-375, the 
Older Americans Act Amendments of 1992. The terms of the Act require 
t h a t a 25-member Pol i c y Committee be chosen j o i n t l y by the President 
and the Congress t o plan the s p e c i f i c s of the Conference, i n c l u d i n g i t s 
agenda and p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

I n October, 1993, President C l i n t o n appointed Robert B. Blancato, the 
former s t a f f d i r e c t o r of House Select Committee on Aging Subcommittee 
on Human Services, t o be the Executive D i r e c t o r of the White House 
Conference on Aging. 

The Congress, i n a u t h o r i z i n g the Older Americans Act Amendment, 
s p e c i f i c a l l y defined the purpose f o r the Conference t o include: 
increasing p u b l i c awareness of the interdependence of generations and 
the e s s e n t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s of ol d e r i n d i v i d u a l s ; examining common 
problems f a c i n g the generations; developing s p e c i f i c and comprehensive 
recommendations f o r executive and l e g i s l a t i v e a c t i o n appropriate f o r 
maintaining and improving the w e l l - b e i n g of the aging; developing 
recommendations f o r the c o o r d i n a t i o n of Federal p o l i c y w i t h State and 
l o c a l needs; and reviewing the recommendations adopted at previous White 
House Conferences on Aging. 

Throughout 1994 and cul m i n a t i n g i n May, 1995, the White House Conference 
on Aging w i l l be c o o r d i n a t i n g the development of l o c a l , s t a t e and 
reg i o n a l Conferences on Aging, as w e l l as conducting s e l e c t m i n i -
conferences on s p e c i f i c p o l i c y issues and s p e c i f i c c o n s t i t u e n c i e s . 

501 School Street, S.W., Sth Floor, Washington D.C. 20024 - Phone: (202) 245-7116, FAX: (202) 245-7857 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release October 22, 1993 

PRESIDENT NAMES BLANCATO TO CONFERENCE ON AGING 

President C l i n t o n announced t h a t he has appointed Robert B. 
Blancato t o be Executive D i r e c t o r of the White House Conference 
on Aging (WHCOA). The WHCOA, located a t the Department of Health 
and Human Services, serves as a f o c a l p o i n t f o r the development 
of n a t i o n a l p o l i c y on aging issues. 

"Robert Blancato i s c u r r e n t l y the Executive D i r e c t o r of 
Italian-American Center a t the Ca t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y of America, 
the f i r s t n a t i o n a l center b u i l t f o r the a p p r e c i a t i o n and 
advancement of Italian-American h e r i t a g e and c u l t u r e . He i s also 
the D i r e c t o r of Public P o l i c y and I n s t i t u t e s f o r the National 
Italian-American Foundation. 

From 1977-89, Blancato was the S t a f f D i r e c t o r of the U.S. 
House of Representatives Select Committee on Aging's Subcommittee 
on Human Services. He remained a senior advisor t o the 
subcommittee u n t i l i t went out of existence e a r l i e r t h i s year. 
In a d d i t i o n , he i s an adjunct f a c u l t y member a t the New School 
f o r Social Research's Gerontological Services A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and 
the Post Master C e r t i f i c a t e Program i n Aging at Hunter College. 
In 1982, he went t o Vienna as a member of the U.S. delegation t o 
the World Assembly on Aging. 

Blancato holds a B.A. from Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y and an 
M.P.A. from American U n i v e r s i t y . He i s 42 years o l d . 



The Wliite House 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immendiate Release: Febuary 17, 1994 

PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AGING 

President Clinton announced today that he is formally calling for a Wliite House 
Conference on Aging to be convened in May of 1995. 

" I am pleased to resume the proud traditions of Wliite House Conferences on Aging 
begun by President John F. Kennedy in 1961," said the President, noting that there has not 
been a White House Conference on Aging since 1981. 

"The fact that this will be the last White House Conference on Aging of the 
twentieth century makes this one even more significant." 

Under the tenns of the Older Americans Act, which authorizes that such a 
Conference be held, a 25-member Policy Committee chosen jointly by the President and 
the Congress will be selected to work out the specifics of the Conference, including its 
agenda and the number of participants. Earlier in the fall. President Clinton announced his 
selection of Robert B. Blancato, formerly of the National Italian American Foundation and 
the former House Select Committee of Aging, to be the Executive Director of the White 
House Conference on Aging. 

"An older America must soon face a new century," concluded the President. "A 
1995 White House Conference on Aging allows us to plan for tins challenge by woricing 
together to develop policy recommendadons for the 21st century. We owe this to future 
generations." 



FROM 
THE WHITE HOUSE CONEERENCE ON AGING 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

CONTACT: ROBERT 15. RLANCATO 
(202) 245-7116 

TO: A l l Massachusetts Media 

FROM: The White House Conference on A g i n g 

RE: Event I n Boston, February 2 8 t h 

Rep. Joseph P. Kennedy (D -- Mass.) w i l l be t h e open i n g speaker i n a White House 
Conference on Agin g forum scheduled a t Boston U n i v e r s i t y on Monday, February 2 8 t h . 
The forum, i n v o l v i n g s e n i o r c i t i z e n s and p r o f e s s i o n a l s i n a g i n g , w i l l e l i c i t recom­
mendations f o r t h e 1995 White House Conference on Aging c a l l e d by P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n 
e a r l i e r t h i s month. 

The morning forum w i l l f e a t u r e s e v e r a l p a n e l s of researcher.s, academics and p r a c t i ­
t i o n e r s who w i l l draw upon t h e i r e x p e r t i s e and e x p e r i e n c e i n making t h e i r p r e s e n t a ­
t i o n s t o an audience of a g i n g s p e c i a l i s t s f rom t h e community. The a f r e r n o o n focus 
group w i l l be made up of o l d e r a d u l t s from v a r y i n g socio-economic backgrounds. They 
w i l l r e a c t t o t h e d i s c u s s i o n from t h e morning forum as w e l l as share t h e i r own views 
and concerns on a g i n g i s s u e s . 

Congressman Joe Kennedy w i l l be j o i n e d by Bob B l a n c a t o , t h e newly a p p o i n t e d Execu­
t i v e D i r e c t o r o f t h e White House Conference on Aging. " P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n and 
S e c r e t a r y S h a l a i a a r e committed t o s e e i n g t h a t g e r o n t o l o g i c a l e x p e r t s and o l d e r 
Americans a t t h e gr a s s r o o t s l e v e l have i n p u t i n t o t he c r e a t i o n o f t h e agenda f o r 
th e 1995 White House Conference agenda. The forums and focus groups a r e a v e h i c l e 
t o a c h i e v i n g t h i s g o a l , " s a i d Bob B l a n c a t o . 

The morning forum w i l l be h e l d from 8:30 a.m. 
w i l l be h e l d from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. a t : 

12:30 p.m. and t h e a f t e r n o o n sessic 

Morning Session 

Boston U n i v e r s i t y 

School o f S o c i a l Work 

George Sherman A u d i t o r i u m 

775 Commonwealth Avenue 

Boston, MA 

Aftemoon Session 

Boston Area RSVP 

One C i t y H a l l Square 

9 t h F l o o r BRA Board Room 

Cambridge and Congress S t r e e t s 

Boston, MA 

The forums a re b e i n g conducted by the G e r o n t o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y o f America under the 
terms o f a g r a n t p r o v i d e d by the R e t i r e m e n t Research F o u n d a t i o n o f Chicago. The 
Boston forums a r e t h e f o u r t h i n a n a t i o n a l s e r i e s which began l a s t week i n Tampa 
F l o r i d a . 

Three o t h e r forums and focus groups were h e l d a t t h e end of F e b r u a r y . Other S t a t e 
and l o c a l e v e n t s , s a n c t i o n e d by the WHCOA w i l l be h e l d t h r o u g h o u t 1994 i n o r d e r t o 
i d e n t i f y i m p o r t a n t a g e - r e l a t e d i s sues t h a t s h o u l d be addressed a t t h e May 1995 White 
House Conference on Aging. 

501 School Street, S.W., Sth Floor, Washington D.C. 20024 - Phone: (202) 245-7116, FAX: (202) 245-785: 



Background 

The White House Conference on Aging, i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the 
Gerontological Society of America (GSA) conducted 5 forums and 
focus groups i n February. These events were held i n Albuquerque, 
Tampa, Los Angeles, Chicago and Boston. The purpose of these 
events was t o e l i c i t recommendations f o r the 1995 White House 
Conference on Aging from p r o f e s s i o n a l s i n the f i e l d of 
gerontology as w e l l as from older Americans. 

The afternoon focus groups were made up s o l e l y of older 
Americans. Each group of approximately f i f t e e n i n d i v i d u a l s 
represented a cross-section of the community based on race, 
e t h n i c i t y , economics, education and gender. Each i n d i v i d u a l 
answered f i f t e e n questions regarding t h e i r views and concerns on 
aging. 

I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l Issues 

Two of the f i f t e e n questions d e a l t w i t h stereotypes t h a t young 
persons have of older Americans and v i c e versa. Below are the 
two questions and the types of responses t h a t were received from 
the f i v e focus group p a r t i c i p a n t s : 

1) " I b e l i e v e most younger people view o l d e r people as..." 

Old and s t u p i d 
Contrary and set i n t h e i r ways 
Outdated 
You had your day 
Not w i t h i t 
Boring and c r i t i c a l of them 
Knowledgeable 
I n v i s i b l e 
Needing t o be taken care of 
Non-productive and useless 

* On average, 95% of the responses were negative. 

2) " I b e l i e v e most older people view younger people as..." 

Ignorant, d i s r e s p e c t f u l , thoughtless and s e l f centered 
Threat t o t h e i r personal s e c u r i t y and of the community 
Younger people are l i v i n g i n a complex time 
Not responsponsible as our generation 
Immoral 
D i s r e s p e c t f u l 
Want i t a l l , now 
Immature 
Lacking c i v i l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
Not very considerate or r e s p e c t f u l of age 

* On average, 90% of the responses were negative. 
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TAMPA 

SARASOTA HERALP t̂RIBUNE / FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1994 

$ays Speaker 
A conference on aging kicked off in 
Tairipa Thursday; jMore are pianned|: 
in Los Angeles, Chicago and Boston 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

policy issues should includeifamiiies as care givers. 
"The family takes care of the youhg and the old. It 
should be a focus;" ; • : f : î v 

Blancato and Paul KWschner, head of the Geronto­
logical Society of America, heard mostly from doctors, 
advocates and professors during a morning session: at 
the University of South Florida Institute on Aging. Lkt-
er, they listened to seniors. [ : f. 

Chief concems induded health care, especially comX 
mumty-based and in-home prpgrams as nursing home 

^;^tenutiyes;,maintainin^.inde^^ social and -

TTAMPA - A White House^Conference on Aging 
ate for * Ithe word that,gro old is OK, an advo-
^^^ArtL;»-S:^^f^?Ji^^^'^'^?^^ I • ,#.w.̂ *-f•"•v•.»«>,."lalllulmlû {'Uluĉ ê̂ aê ce, Doui social and 
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President plans 
fonun on iaging 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON. - ^President 
GUnfon next year will convene the 
first White House Conference on 

. Aging in more than a decade, with 
; the goal of charting policies on oldef 
vAmericans into the hisart ccntiuy. 
7Vy "We owe this to-ifuturie genera-
;ti6ns," Clinton said Thursday, in a 
; statement announcing the May 
1995 conference. "; , 

V The first such conference was 
/ galled by President John F. Kennedy 
Cm 1961 and subsequent conferences 
fwere held in 197rand 1981. The i 

/d981 conference was considered too 
i lHJhticized and the Bush administra-
;Jtipn declined tohave onein 1991.' ; ' 
: i^"An older Americavrtiuist soon ! 
f̂ece a new century," Cliritbn said. 

J^.La^t year, CUnton announced that 
'gpbert Blancato, formerly of the 
iljlouse Select Committee on A ^ g ; 
-yijpuld be executive/director of the 
ponference. He was. in Tamp^ 
Thursday to hear the views of. sê  
mors. ' , • - ' 



Pensacola News Journal Friday, February 18, 1994 

Speaker: Elderly 
can still contribute 
Associated Press 

TAMPA — A White House Con­
ference on Aging must get out the 
word that growing old is OK, an 
advocate for the elderly said 
Thursday. 

"Aging is not bad," Teresa 
Hanna told panelists at a kickoff 
event to hear concems of seniors, 
researchers and health practitio­
ners before setting the May 1995 
conference agenda. 

"A myth that needs to be dis­
pelled is that the elderly are a 
burden on society," said Bob 
Blancato, executive director of the 
conference who attended the 
all-day Tampa workshop. 

Seniors have to be treated with 
dignity and recognized for their 
contributions and their untapped 
potential, said Hanna, executive 
director of a nonprofit older adult 
services group in Tampa. 

"The elderly are not squeaky 
wheels. They're quiet. They sit in 
their homes," she said. 

Sending a inessage that "aging is 
OK" would encourage young peo­
ple to get involved and break down 
intergenerational barriers, she 
said, 

A theme of the conference is to 
work' to .bring the generations 
closer together, Blancato said af­
terward.; "Better communication 
can lead to better understanding." 

Gema'Hemandez, a professor at 
the Center for Public Policy at 
Nova Southeastem University in 
Miami, said policy issues should 
include families as care-givers. 
"The family takes care of the 
young and the old. I t should be a 
focus." 

Blancato and Paul Kerschner, 
head of the Gerontological Society 
of America, heard mostly from 
doctors, advocates and professors 
during a morning session at the 
University of South Florida Insti­
tute on Aging. Later, they listened 
to seniors. 

Chief concems included health 
care, especially, community-based 
and in-home programs as nursing 
home alternatives; maintaining 
independence, both socied and f i ­
nancial; focusing on families as 
care-givers; ensuring affordable 
and comfortable housing; step-
ping-up Alzheimer research; and 
recognizing that along with longer 
life expectancy comes an increas­
ing population of well and produc­
tive elderly. 

Similar fomms are planned for 
Los Angeles on Monday, Chicago 
on Thursday and Boston on Feb. 
28. 

There is less community-based 
care than five years ago because of 
states' money problems, said 
Larry Polivka, director of the Flor­
ida Policy Exchange Center on 
Aging. 

Robert Byram, 79, told the group 
he took care of his wife, a stroke 
patient, for many years until doc­
tors said she had to be put in a 
nursing home. She died last Sep­
tember. 

"I t had been extremely difficult 
for me to live a normal life until 
she passed away. I lived through 
it ," said Byram, a nursing home 
reform advocate. "Our people in 
nursing homes are being ware­
housed . . . We need people who 
understand." 
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Conference to 
focus on aging 
By KEVIN P. CX)NNOLLT 
Oracle ManagiiV Editor 

Some of the iasuea rused at todaya 
oonferenoe on aging may be used to 
iniluenoe President Ginton's agenda 
in 1996, said D(»uia Coheii, directcr 
of the USF Institute on Aging. 

The Institute and The 
GerontokigKal Society K£ America are 
a>̂ ponaarLDg "Heiptog Set the White 
House Con^cnoe on Agii« Agenda' 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the 
College of Public Health Auditonum, 
Room 1023A 

Tm hoping soise liveb̂  dtacusskms 
will ooiDe out (tf it,'Cohen said. 

Community leaden, membera of 
the Gerontological Society, 
reaeaidieiiB, educators and pnditkm-
ers will gather at the fcnimtaespkire 
issues related to out rapidly aging 
society.'' 

Hie issues of an aging sodety real­
ly affects an of us,' Cidien aaid. And. 
she said, "Aging studies is intel­
lectually enating.' 

Hieoon moe is the first of four to 

to Boston, CUcagD and Los Ai^riea 
and conduct similar forumsL 

Comments and views wSl then be^ 
padcaged into a report and preseotsd 
at the White House Conference 
Aging Policy Committee in eariy 
March. 

Cohen said that some df the issues 
that will be egqikred are tbe profaienH 
associated widi an aging work fbrce 
and the future of health care ivfiaiu-

Because the population is apng, 
C(dien said, society needs to look at 
the issue of education in rdetaon to 
this trend. 

"We just cant look at the yoiuig 
end f£ the spectrum anymcfc,* Cohen 
said. 

Panelists win look at the need to 
strike a balance between educatun 
the 3«outh€f this oountzy and uostim 
oomtinuiiig educatknal opportunitiaa 
fir those persons aheady in the wok 

Cohen said Students and fiKidIr af 
aH ages Inl \ ate welcooMd to 
a d the oonfisreoce and 
to «tiainiHsims.1CAeine StudMatis' 
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Washington, D.C. 20024 
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Fernando M. Torres-Gil Robert B. Blancato 
A s s i s t a n t Secretary f o r Aging Executive D i r e c t o r 

MAR -4 1994 

RECOGNITION GUIDELINES FOR WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON 
AGING EVENTS HELD BY OUTSIDE ORGANIZATIONS 

The 1995 White House Conference on Aging (WHCOA) intends t o 
recognize l o c a l and r e g i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s , events and programs 
developed by outside organizations during 1994. Recognition 
impl i e s the WHCOA's acknowledgement of the relevancy of your 
a c t i v i t y t o the goals of the WHCOA. To a s s i s t you i n these 
e f f o r t s , we have developed g u i d e l i n e s which must be followed i n 
order t o have your event o f f i c i a l l y recognized by the White House 
Conference on Aging. 

Background 

A White House Conference on Aging i s intended t o produce p o l i c y 
recommendations t o guide n a t i o n a l aging p o l i c y over the next 
decade. I n Public Law 102-375, the Older Americans Act 
Amendments of 1992, Congress s p e c i f i c a l l y i d e n t i f i e d s i x primary 
purposes f o r the White House Conference on Aging. They are: 

1) t o increase p u b l i c awareness of the interdependence of 
generations and the e s s e n t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s of ol d e r i n d i v i d u a l s 
t o s o c i e t y f o r the well-being of a l l generations; 

2) t o i d e n t i f y the problems f a c i n g older i n d i v i d u a l s and 
the commonalities of the problems w i t h problems of younger 
generations; 

3) t o examine the well-bei n g of older i n d i v i d u a l s , 
i n c l u d i n g the impact the wellness of older i n d i v i d u a l s has on our 
aging s o c i e t y ; 
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4) t o develop such s p e c i f i c and comprehensive 
recommendations f o r executive and l e g i s l a t i v e a c t i o n as may be 
appropriate f o r maintaining and improving the well-be i n g of the 
aging; 

5) t o develop recommendations f o r the c o o r d i n a t i o n of 
Federal p o l i c y w i t h State and l o c a l needs and the implementation 
of such recommendations; and 

6) t o review the status and m u l t i g e n e r a t i o n a l value of 
recommendations adopted at previous White House Conferences on 
Aging. 

Please note t h a t i n your planning of events, p a r t i c u l a r emphasis 
should be d i r e c t e d t o purposes 1 and 5 l i s t e d above. 

Guidelines 

I n order f o r the White House Conference on Aging t o consider 
recognizing a l o c a l a c t i v i t y , event or program, i t must meet the 
f o l l o w i n g basic c r i t e r i a : 

A) I t must be a p o l i c y - o r i e n t e d event; the focus must be 
on one or more Federal p o l i c y issues a f f e c t i n g the e l d e r l y or the 
n e a r - e l d e r l y ; 

B) I t must guarantee the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of older persons; 

C) I t must produce a w r i t t e n r e p o r t w i t h i n 3 0-4 5 days 
summarizing major issues discussed and recommendations proposed 
t h a t can be u t i l i z e d by the White House Conference on Aging; 

D) I t must not be a pr o f i t - m a k i n g or f u n d r a i s i n g event 
although i t i s permissible t o charge a fee t o recover the costs 
of the event; and 

E) I t must be approved by the Executive D i r e c t o r . 

I f the White House Conference on Aging agrees t o recognize your 
event, we w i l l provide you w i t h an o f f i c i a l l e t t e r t h a t could be 
presented a t the a c t i v i t y , event or program. I n c e r t a i n l i m i t e d 
instances, the White House Conference on Aging may also be able 
t o p a r t i c i p a t e . A White House Conference on Aging r e c o g n i t i o n 
allows the a c t i v i t y , event or program t o p u b l i c i z e t h a t i t has 
been recognized by the WHCOA and t h a t i t w i l l be l i s t e d i n the 
f i n a l r e p o r t of the Conference. However, r e c o g n i t i o n does not 
imply t h a t the WHCOA endorses the recommendations. 
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I f you are i n t e r e s t e d i n having your o r g a n i z a t i o n receive the 
r e c o g n i t i o n of the 1995 White House Conference on Aging, and have 
an a c t i v i t y , event or program scheduled, we would ask t h a t you 
complete the enclosed form and r e t u r n i t t o us as soon as 
po s s i b l e . I t w i l l be reviewed and a response w i l l be sent t o you 
i n as expeditious a manner as possible. The 1995 White House 
Conference on Aging looks forward t o working w i t h you. Should 
you have any questions, please f e e l f ree t o contact Judy Satine 
of the WHCOA s t a f f a t (202) 245-7826. 

Robert B. Blanc'ato 
Executive D i r e c t o r 

Enclosure 



REQUEST FOR WHCOA PROJECT RECOGNITION 

NAME OF ORGANIZATION 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

FOR PROFIT ( ) NON-PROFIT ( ) 

TITLE OF PROPOSED ACTIVITY 

DATE/S LOCATION 

CITY/IES 1. 2. 

3- 4. 

Please b r i e f l y describe your proposed a c t i v i t y , event, or 
program. 

What s p e c i f i c Federal aging policy issue do you intend to 
address? Please describe: 

W i l l older people be i n v i t e d t o and be involved i n your proposed 
a c t i v i t y , event, or program? Can you i n d i c a t e the size of the 
t a r g e t audience and what percentage might be seniors? 

Can you provide to the WHCOA within 3 0 to 45 days of your 
a c t i v i t y , event, or program, a written summary report on issues 
discussed and recommendations proposed? YES ( ) NO ( ) 

Do you plan t o charge a fee f o r your a c t i v i t y ? YES ( ) NO ( ) 

CONTACT PERSON TELEPHONE 
DATE OF REQUEST ~ 



TO: Marcia Hale 

FROM: Bob Blancato 

DATE: 11 March 1994 

RE: White House Conference on Aging L e t t e r From President 
C l i n t o n t o A l l Governors 

As per your conversation w i t h John Monahan at HHS, I am pleased 
t o a t t a c h t h i s d r a f t l e t t e r . 

I appreciate your w i l l i n g n e s s t o expedite t h i s l e t t e r through the 
White House clearance process. Please f e e l f r e e t o c a l l Elaine 
Dalpiaz (245-7832) of my s t a f f i f you have any questions or 
comments. 



Dear Governor: 

I am pleased t o share d e t a i l s of the 1995 White House Conference 
on Aging w i t h you. 

As you may know. President Kennedy convened the f i r s t White House 
Conference on Aging i n 1961 t o address important issues r e l a t i n g 
t o o l d e r Americans. Subsequent White House Conferences on Aging 
were held i n 1971 and 1981. I t i s w i t h great pleasure t h a t I 
announce the upcoming May 1995 White House Conference because i t 
w i l l play a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n the longstanding t r a d i t i o n of 
White House Conferences on Aging. Fourteen years w i l l have 
passed since the l a s t Conference was held. The 1995 Conference 
w i l l be the cornerstone of our n a t i o n a l e f f o r t t o focus necessary 
a t t e n t i o n and develop p o l i c y i n i t i a t i v e s i n the f i e l d of aging, 
leading our country i n t o the t w e n t y - f i r s t century. 

The Older Americans Act, which authorizes the 1995 White House 
Conference on Aging, designates the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services as the Cabinet o f f i c e r responsible f o r planning the 
Conference. Last f a l l I announced the s e l e c t i o n of Robert 
Blancato as Executive D i r e c t o r , and soon I w i l l appoint a P o l i c y 
Committee and Chairperson f o r the Conference. 

Input i n t o the agenda of the 1995 White House on Aging w i l l come 
from a v a r i e t y of sources, i n c l u d i n g Members of Congress; the 
Department of Health and Human Services; other Cabinet 
Departments and independent Federal agencies; s t a t e , T e r r i t o r i a l 
and l o c a l governments; and the p r i v a t e sector. A high p r i o r i t y 
of t h i s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s t o ensure maximum p a r t i c i p a t i o n by 
older Americans a t the l o c a l and State l e v e l s i n t o the 
development of the 1995 Conference agenda. To f a c i l i t a t e t h i s 
goal, the White House Conference on Aging i s c u r r e n t l y planning 
Regional conferences. State conferences, mini-conferences on 
selected t o p i c s and l o c a l events. 

Further i n f o r m a t i o n regarding funding l e v e l s and a p p l i c a t i o n 
procedures f o r State conferences w i l l be forthcoming t h i s month. 
I n f o r m a t i o n regarding the delegate s e l e c t i o n process t o the 
Conference w i l l be sent t o you promptly a f t e r the Po l i c y 
Committee reaches consensus on t h i s issue. 

Your a c t i v e support and p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the proud t r a d i t i o n of 
White House Conferences on Aging w i l l be c r i t i c a l t o the success 
of the 1995 Conference. I be l i e v e we can work together t o 
s t i m u l a t e p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n t o the challenges f a c i n g older 
Americans and f u t u r e generations, as w e l l as i d e n t i f y common 
goals and s o l u t i o n s . 

Sincerely, 

B i l l C l i n t o n 


