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Bosnia and Herzegovina: “Final Preliminary” OSCE Results as of 24 September 1996 (u)

Bosnian Presidency Results:
Muslim seat:

Izetbegovic 731,024 80 percent
Silajdzic 123,696 14 percent
Other 58,700 6 percent
913,420
Serb seat:
Krajisnik 690,130 67 percent
Ivanic 305,992 30 percent
Other 27,978 3 percent
1,024,100
Croat seat:
Zubak 329,891 89 percent
Komsic 37,519 10 percent
Other 4,422 1 percent
371,832

Political Parties

Muslim parties:
SDA = Party for Democratic Action

SBH = Party for Bosnia and Herzegovina
Joint list

Serb parties:
SDS = Serb Democratic Party

SMP = Alliance for Peace and Progress
DPB = Democratic Patriotic Bloc

SRS = Serb Radical Party

Croat parties: B
HDZ-BH = Croat Democratic Union

42-Member Bosnian House of Representatives *

Joint list, 2
SBH, 2

HDZ-BH, 8

SDS, 9

SDA, 19
SMP, 2

83-Member Republika Srpska National Assembly °

Other, 4
Joint list, 2
SBH, 2

SDA, 14

SDS. 45
SMP, 10

SRS, 6

140-Member Federation House of Representatives *

Democratic People’s Union, 3
Croatian Rights
Party, 2

HDZ-BH, 35 SDA, 78

Joint list, 11
SBH, I

? Estimated number of scats per party.
Source: OSCE Bosnian election Internet site.

Republika Srpska Presidency Results Percent

Djozic, SDA, 17

Other, 3

Radic. DPB 5 Plavsic,
SDS, 59

Radisic,
SMP, 16

Unclassified

354746Al 9-96
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B-H: Cover-Up Over Fraudulent Poll Alleged } MS2409103396
London THE GUARDIAN in English 24 Sep 96 pp 1,11

Report by Julian Borger: "West 'Covering up Mass Fraud in Bosnian
Polls'"]

[FBIS Transcribed Text] Sarajevo -- The international organisation
supervising the Bosnian elections is attempting to cover up wholesale
fraud involving an estimated 600,000 phantom votes, according to preliminary
results that call into question the apparent victory of the Muslim leader,
Alija Izetbegovic.

His margin of victory of 41,000 votes over the Bosnian Serb separatist,
Momcilo Krajisnik, is dwarfed by the scale of voting discrepancies the
greatest of which are in predominantly Muslim areas.

Independent election monitors have called for the elections to
be declared null and void after initial returns showed there had been
7 per cent more votes than estimated voters. Western observers say
the figures suggest either cheating during the count, or -- more likely
-- ballot-stuffing on a vast scale.

However, if the election results were nullified, or if Mr Krajisnik
were declared the victor, Western strategy in Bosnia would go into a
tailspin because:

-- Bosnia's Muslims would refuse to accept Mr Krajisnik as head
of state, as he helped orchestrate Serb ethnic cleansing during the
Bosnian war.

-- New government institutions could not be created, under the
Dayton peace agreement, unless the whole election process -- campaign,
polling day count and results -- is certified by the chairman of the
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe.

-- Non-approval could postpone by months the drawdown of U.S.-
led Nato troops presenting President Clinton with a foreign policy fiasco

INTERNATIONAL



INTERNATIONAL

weeks before the U.S. presidential elections in November.

The OSCE, which is supervising the election and the count, has
been under constant U.S. pressure to play down evidence of fraud.

The head of the OSCE mission in Sarajevo is Robert Frowick, a
U.S. diplomat. Over the past month, the press department in the Bosnian
capital has been gradually packed with U.S. officials, while their European
counterparts have been sent home or demoted, in effect making the OSCE
press office an extension of the American embassy.

Election observers believe the most likely source of fraud was
large-scale ballot-stuffing. Unlike earlier internationally- supervised
elections in Namibia (November 1989) and Cambodia (May 1993), there
was only one international supervising team in Bosnia for every eight
polling stations. "When the polls closed, about 70 per cent of the
polling stations were totally unsupervised, and under control of the
LECs {local election commissions),” one Western observer said.

There are serious discrepancies across the country but the worst
fraud appears to have been in mainly Muslim areas. An OSCE source said
that in central Sarajevo, 30,000 votes appear to have been cast

on behalf of dead or missing Muslims. The number of voters is
also suspiciously high around the Muslim town of Bihac.

The head of the International Crisis Group office in Sarajevo,
Sir Terence Clark, said yesterday: "We call on the OSCE to explain
the discrepancies and if it can only be explained by fraud, then they
should declare the elections null and void.”

The OSCE argued yesterday there was no direct proof of fraud.
Jeff Fischer, the organisation's elections director, said the turnout
appeared high because the original estimate for the total electorate
-- 2.9 million -- had been too low. Over the weekend the OSCE revised
the figure upwards to 3.2 million.

[FBIS Transcribed Text] The revised OSCE electorate figure defies
demographic logic. It makes allowance for new voters coming of age
since the 1990 election, but radically revises downwards the war's death
toll. It suggests there are 200,000 more voters now than in 1990.

"It's as if nobody died at all throughout the entire war,” a UN analyst
said.

Diplomats say the estimate of a 2.9 million electorate was first
put forward by OSCE experts in April. Three studies by UN and Bosnian
statisticians arrived at estimates from 2,936,000 to 2,957,000.

On September 16, two days after the elections, a document accepting
these figures was approved and signed, by representatives of the OSCE,
the UN, and the NATO-led peace implementation force in Bosnia, |-For.

At least 580,000 refugees are known not to have voted. Based

on the polling day observations of international monitors, the document
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assumes an 80 per cent turnout of Bosnians still in Bosnia, but concedes
this "is probably higher than the real turn-out”. If 80 per cent of
Bosnia's voters had cast their ballots, the maximum number of voters
would have been 1.89 million -- 600,000 less than the actual number

of ballots cast, which was officially reported as 2.52 million.

Jonathan Steele adds: The European Institute for the Media, which
monitored Bosnian television and radio broadcasts throughout the campaign,
said "the fairness of the democratic process was seriously marred”.

The European Commission, which funded the monitoring, initially
tried to soften its findings and then vainly urged the institute to
delay publication of its report, a member of the team said.
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