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05^20-93 11:56 O WC&P @002

Keynote Speech of Eli Segal 
May 22, 1993

"To Heal the Divisions;
Los Angeles and the Legacy of Robert F. Kennedy"

DtUtfA-# VvuAK.
Si,(Ll4jL : ^

Thank you Kerry. I am deeply honored and 

pleased to be here with you today. Wherever Robert 

Kennedy is honored, I know I will find friends of 

National Service. Of course,^Kennedy had a way ot ^

making every crowd into a group of his friends.

Campaigning in Indiana^^he was greeted with an 

«nnrmous sign that said "Bobby Go Home." Kennedy 

took the microphone and said "First 1 want to say that 

there's a little boy named Bobby whose mother wants

him to come home right away."
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5:30 pm- MEETIffJG
5:45 pm OVy^OFFICE

St^Contact: Carol Rasco

5:45 pm /MEETING
7:30 pm / ROOSEVELT ROOM 

/ Staff Contact: Maggie Williams

7:30 pm- / MEETING
7:45 pm / OVAL OFFICE

•» / Staff Contact: Mack McLarty
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I would like to speak today about national 

service and Robert Kennedy, i will resist the 

temptation to use Robert Kennedy's words to argue for 

our legislative program. Instead, I wish to use our 

program to argue that Robert Kennedy's ideals of 

compassion, community, and commitment remain a 

vital part of our national spirit/v And just as Robert 

Kennedy challenged the country to embrace those 

ideals. President Clinton's National Service program 

rhaiiennes the next generation to carry this legacy

forward.
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1 should begin by noting that it is no accident 

that our program of national service resonatas with the 

words and ideas of Robert Kennedy. Our efforts have 

been blessed by the counsel of Peter Edelman, one of 

Robert Kennedy's closest aides, and a voice of wisdom 

and inspiration in shaping our legislation. And 

everything our Office accomplishes bears the imprint of 

my tireless chief of staff, Richard Allen. R

literally brings the message of Robert Kennedy into our 

office, as he has just finished -X^witlTid Guthi^n 2) 

editing Robert Kennedy's Collected Speeches. I urge 

you to buy the book, both for its own sake and 

because I know we're not paying Rick half of what 

he's worth. A-i U-***"* ~

\

U.. cL..f
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To read Kennedy's speeches is to find not only 

the conscience of one historical era, but a guidlngjight 

for our own. It was easy to know where Robert 

Kennedy stood in 1968. But because he was guided 

by great ideals, I think we can be sure of where he 

would have stood today -- even on issues not dreamed

of in his time.
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Is there any doubt that he would have hugged 

those who suffer with AIDs? Is there any doubt that 

he would have railed against our failure to provide drug 

treatment to women, whioh mcano that ba les are 

born addicted to crack? And is there any doubt that he 

would have laughed at today's conventional wisdom -- 

that a President who tries tojg great things lacks ^ 

focus? 1 can imagine his scorn for those who,saythatN_ ^

health care or jobs or civil-rightB for gsy-i 

should languish until the time is right.
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National service begins with a recognition of 

our neighbors' needs and the simple fact that those 

needs place an urgent claim upon us. This kind of 

compassion is earned through openness to others, and 

an honesty with ourselves. It is no one's birthright - 

not even a Kennedy's, In 1942, the Assistant 

headmaster at Robert Kennedy's prep school wrote 

that Bobby was quite industrious, but "has not yet 

shown much sense of social responsibility/;)«l^^yy 

BobbvJe^ne^,^nd so we^n hope fqjxfurselvd^ari^^

(ow citizens. z
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During th° '' Qga-a*w>iHaian. Robort Kennedy

tt K»w< I _ ___ I • I .liA

,.. a former prize fighter by the name of Jose 

Torres - finally asked this son of privilege why he was 

traipsing through New York's poorest neighborhoods. 

Kennedy responded "because 1 found out something 1 

never knew. I found out that my world was not the

real world."

'r
Li
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There is still a very real world that too many 

Americarrs have failed to recognize. It is a world in 

which half of our country's infants are not immunized 

from deadly diseases. It is a world where children 

must turn to street nanos or drugs to find a way of 

belonging, it is a worid in which the eideriy are no 

longer safe on the streets where they have lived their 

entire lives, it is a world in which, on average, the 

quality of your edu_cation, your job, your housing, and 

your health care varies with your skin color.

Here in Los Angeies, the stark differences

between rich and poor, and white and black, were 

brilliantly illuminated by the flames of the Rodney King
I"* ----- -
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Our natignal service program is designed to 

take our country's greatest national resource - the 

energy and idealism of ou^young pwple " dlrecrjt^

'^oung people can help staff

health clinics, and help channel teenagers away from 

gangs and drugs. They can help patrol our streets, and 

help build and run places for child care and elderly 

services, (jndeed^ey a^r^ doiptfso irt sojrle 

communiti^jr:^e npd^to/sfJwM^ aKd re<vard''and^

thereh/multipl/^hose^'^forts 1^112221

service we will recruit^voiunteers for a year

or two of service, pay them a small stipend while they 

work, and them provide them with educational benefits 

when their service has been completed.
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The young are precisely the citizens most able 

to attack the long-ignored needs of the other America. 

As Robert Kennedy explained, the fight for change 

"demands the qualities of youth; not a time of life but a 

state of mind, a temper of the will, a quality of the 

imagination, a predominance of coi^e over timidity, 

of the appetite for adventure over the love of 0366*

Furthermore, 1 believe that if we nurture the 

idealism of youth, we might just reap the kind of adults 

who continue the fight for social justice into our 

courthouses and state houses and White House.
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SCHEDULE OF THE PRESH)ENT 
FOR

THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1993 
nNAL DRAFT

OPTIONAL DROP BY:

tba

36 members of the Arkansas Army National Guard will be 
touring the White House at 8:00 am. They are in town to 
receive an award as 2nd runner-up in the National Army 
Communities of Excellence competition.

JOG

9:30 am- 
9:45 am

9:45 am- 
10:00 am

COMBINED BRIEFINGS
OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Tony Lake

MEETING
OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Marcia Hale

10:00 am- 
10:30 am

BRIEFING for motor voter event
OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Doris Matsui

10:40 am- 
10:50 am

MAKEUP
OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Dave Anderson

10:55 am THE PRESIDENT greets motor voter program participants 
DIPLOMATIC RECEPTION ROOM 
Staff Contact: Ann Stock

11:00 am- 
11:45 am

MOTOR VOTER EVENT 
ROSE GARDEN or SOUTH LAWN 
Staff Contact: Doris Matsui 
OPEN PRESS

11:50 am- 
12:00 pm

INTERVIEW
OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact; Dave Anderson

12:00 pm- 
1:00 pm

LUNCH with Vice President Gore 
OVAL OFFICE

as of 05/19/93 6;06pm
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When we are really honest with 

ourselves, we must admit that our 

lives are all that really belong to us.

So it is how we use our lives that 

determines what kind of men we are. 

It is my deepest belief that only by 

giving our lives do we find life. I am 

convinced that the truest act of 

couragei the strongest act of 

manliness, is to sacrifice for others in 

a totally nonviolent struggle for 

justice. To be a man is to suffer for 

others. God, help us be men.

On the plane back from California, Kennedy told an 

aide he would run for President.
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Chavez, Kennedy, and each of us know that 

the best part or ourselves is called to serve others.

Our young^now it^^o, evep^ougl>^ur S5>eiety 

[imes sterns detefmined;K5persd^e tl>efh 

otheryjw^ National service is a way of seizing that 

recognition and making it concrete -- in the lives of our 

young, and in the lives of the communities they will

serve.
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Vj •.’.U Compassion and community are essential parts 

of being a citizen in the full sense of the word, «»t 

they are meaningless if they are not matched with 

personal commitments to real social change.

Being human, we hesitate before we make 

such a commitment. In his book, Rnhert Kennedy and 

his Times. Arthur Schlesinger describes the anguish 

with which Kennedy evaluated whether he should enter 

the 1968 presidential campaign. During that time of 

trial, Kennedy came to California and met with one of 

the great afJS* of our century, Cesar Chavez. Chavez 

had just finished a hunger strike, and the two men 

shared a Mass of Thanksgiving. Chavez was too weak 

to speak at this event, but when his speech was read 

for him, Kennedy heard these words:

- 14 -
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Usually, we proudly say that this emphasis on

community shows that we are reinventing government.

But for todaVi I wilL,acknhrtfaat Robert Kennedy 

s#«uX w<- •t*
idco over m

"[w]e must attempt. . to bring 

people back to . . . the warmth of community, to the 

worth of individual effort and responsibility ... and of 

individuals working together as a community, to better 

their lives and their childrens's future. [We must learn) 

the lesson that government can follow the leadership 

of private citizens; that who are citizens in the full 

sense of the word need not belong to the government 

in order to benefit their community.”
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There's a lot of truth in that. I promise you a 

program of national service that accepts our full 

responsibility to those in need. But I also promise to 

avoid the kind of overwhelming federal involvement 

that can suffocate the spirit of our communities. Our 

program will fund local groups - schools and churches 

and social service agencies -- who have ideas on how

their community could

services of idealistic young volunteers.
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This attention to our youth wUl^coupled 

with an emphasis on rebuilding of community

at the local level. President/linton well appreciates 

that the real energy amf^nius of America exists 

outside of the BelJ<^ey, and that the federal 

government ofust avoid both providing too little 

assistane^nd Issuing too many directives.

the difference
u 0*^^

between a Democrat and a Republican? Picture a jtm 

drowning fifty feet offshore. The Republican would 

throw twenty-five feet of rope and tell 1^ to 

swim the rest>ecause it would be good foriar 

character. The Democrat would throw-M«». a hundred 

feet of rope and then run off looking for more people to

save.
- 11 -
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Not all of us are called to the greatness of a 

Cesar Chavez or Robert Kennedy. But when President
hku 4o

Clinton speaks of service, he quotel Martin Luther 

King's \words that "everyone can be great because 

everyone can serve." These vwords do not mean simply 

that the seeds of greatness are within each of us as 

individuals. They also mean that greatness through 

service is not a scarce _cgmmoditv -- that great people, 

unlike great scientists or great basketball players, are 

not measured by the distance between themselves and 

ordinary people. Great people are measured by the 

lack of distance between themselves and others.
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1:00 pm- 
1:30 pm

OmCIAL PHOTOS

1:05 pm Commander Richard McAfee 
OVAL OFFICE 
Staff Contact: David Watkins 
CLOSED PRESS

1:10 pm Lieutenant Theresa Lewis, U.S. Navy 
OVAL OFFICE 
Staff Contact: David Watkins 
CLOSED PRESS

1:15 pm Commander Wayne Justice, U.S. Coast Guard 
OVAL OFFICE 
Staff Contact: David Watkins 
CLOSED PRESS

1:30 pm- 
3:30 pm

3:30 pm- 
3:40 pm

PHONE AND OFFICE TIME 
OVAL OFFICE

DROP BY meeting with President Askar Akayev Krgyzstan 
VICE PRESIDENT’S WEST WING OFFICE 
Staff Contact: Tony Lake
CLOSED PRESS

3:45 pm- 
4:00 pm

4:00 pm- 
4:15 pm

NATIONAL SERVICE PHOTO 
OVAL OFFICE 
Staff Contact: Eli Segal 
CLOSED PRESS

OFFICIAL PHOTO
Sen. Daschle and Mrs. Ziolkowski
MAP ROOM
Staff Contact: Dawn Friedkin 
CLOSED PRESS

4:15 pm- 
5:00 pm

AFT RECEPTION 
DIPLOMATIC RECEPTION ROOM 
Talking Points: Joan Baggett 
Staff Contact: Joan Baggett
CLOSED PRESS

5:00 pm- 
5:20 pm

CUBAN INDEPENDENCE DAY
ROSE GARDEN
Talking Points: Nancy Soderberg
Staff Contact: Alexis Herman
POOL PRESS during the President’s remarks only

as of 05/19/93 6;06pm
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I hope that twenty-J»^ years from/flow, we 

will honor the origins^^effour natioru^^rvice progt^m 

just as we horipf^obert Kermi^y's preside|;rfial 

campaign/^as a monura€nt to the abiding ideals of 

corrjfB^ssion, conTprfunity and comi^tment./i during the 

long road between now and then, let us hold close the 

words that Robert Kennedy shared South Africa in

1966;

"each time a man stands up for an ideal, or

acts to improve the lot of others, or strikes out against 

injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and 

crossing each other from a million different centers of 

energy and daring, those ripples build a current that 

can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and

resistance.
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