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Memoi^AiKlum

\1 Fn»in
Deputy Transition Advisor for Domestic Policy 
Bruce Rccd
Deputy Director for Domestic Policy

FROM: E>ebra DeLee'
Director of NEA Government Relations

National Service Trust Fund

As we discussed last week, NliA endorses the concept of a voluntary National Sci vic^rurt 
Fund, and hopes to participate in its development and implementation. If properly articulated and 
executed, it could play a key role in realigning Americans' views about public service.

The National Service Trust Fund must help meet pressing national nt«ds, give ^

NEA believes that the foBowing principles will provide a strong foundation for the National 

Service Trust Fund:

basis,

'?Trir^g“r;^v^ ttional satem^ hoolotps for an exchange about potential 
approaches to poUcy or program implementation.
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Thfi Tnist Fund should support demonstration projects based on carrent state or local 
programs. Among good examples of existing programs is the Rhode Tsland program of 
youth volunteer service projects and Pennsylvania's PennSERVE program. PennSERVE 
offers grants to schools and other entities to advocate for community service, and it provides 
financial assistance to agencies operating youth service programs.

can the concept of national sgfVMce bv funding e>d£tiiig federal
programs, such as the "Loan Forgiveness for Teachers, Individuals Performing National 
Community Sci"vice, and Nurses” section of tlic Higher Education Act Amciiduients, dinJ 
incorporate loan forgiveness provisions into existing public service programs, such as the 
Peace Corps and ACTION.

Those entering public service nmsT be adequately trained and supervised. In the case of 
pTTsfffgginng that TfignirR lirprtcnnft siich as teaching and niirsinp naTticipants must be fiilly 
licensed. National service must not be a means to circumvent high professional standards, 
nor should it replace existing public service jobs. The cmphftsis should be on helping 
professionals address unmet needs in health care, education, law enforcement, etc.

Airecien nargammg units snouiu x>g_iiLvtHvcu m uic |nainun|^
service nroiects. Involving docted representatives from public employee groups, including 
teachers, health care workers, and police, will assure full integration of national service 
workers with full-time staff, create an atmosphere of trust, and assure paiticipants are 
engaged in productive activities.

F.xistiny poj>tJsec.r>ndaTv student grants must be supplemented, not SUPPlsntgd, bv the TfUSt 
Fund. The Administration should increase appropriations for Pell Grants to ensure that low- 
and middle-income students are not unduly burdened by loan repayment.

Incentives should be given by the Trust Fund to schools and other public entities to have 
community service opportunities at all grade levels to help instill a sense of community 
service and participatory government at an early age.
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