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COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS OF EL|I SEGAL
MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOL
MAY 15, 1993
Dean go\“:-w.( abonc b

Thank you, Dean Bollinger. It has been
twenty-six years since | last stood on this stage. My -

role in that ceremony was confined to shaking the

Dean’s hand, and | was nervous about that -- S0 you

can imagine how | feel today.

So many things have come full circle for me

LA""." FWL
today. | graduated in 1967, summa cum fortuna, temt

#® "with great luck" -- and without the slightest

distinction or honor.
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| see Professor Kauper here. | hope that he

does not remember this, but | took his Property course.

Even with his eloquence and learning, and my

occasional attendance, | never quite learned what a

perpetuity was, or why we needed a rule against them.

My first real job following law school was
working for the Presidential campaign of Eugene
McCarthy -- not a particularly auspicious start. | didn’t
learn my lesson, though, because | have been trying to
help Democrats win the White House ever since. Like
Michigan in the Rose Bowl, though, | couldn’t win the

big one.
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. You can imagine my astonishment when my
friend Bill Clinton was willing to look beyond my O and
7 record to ask me to be his chief of staff in the
campaign, and my delight at improving my record to 1
and 7. And as if to prove that | was no longer cursed,

Michigan even won the Rose Bow| this year.

Indeed, | might even become a better student
. this year. | understand that the Law School is
considering adjusting its brutal grading curve. | am all
for this reform -- provided that for me, and té;;és

@590y, the change is made retroactive.
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My feeling of circling back on the past has g

more serious aspect, as | return to the campus where
~in 1960 -- even before my time -- a Presidential

candidate named John F. Kennedy first gave voice to

the idea of a Peace Corps.

The circumstances did not hint that history
was about to be made. Kennedy wasn’t supposed to
speak at all, but a crowd of about 10,000 had
gathered in response to rumors that he would. He did
not arrive until two in the morning. To show you how
much has changed, women were there only because
the Dean lifted the rule that said they -- and not men --

had to be in their dorms by midnight.
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Students were pretty much the same then as
they are now, so you can imagine what a crowd of
10,000 might be like at two in the morning, having
waited for hours for a politician to show up. The

cand Lt
crowd was hopeful, but rowdy too, and when_Kennedy

finally showed up, they gave him a bit of a hard time.

There were even some Nixon placards being held up.

A lesser person would have responded by

thanking the crowd for their long wait. Instead,

Kennedy told them that they had not yet done nearly

enough. He asked how many of them were willing to
do something real for their country, to take their
education and use it to serve their country instead of

themselves.
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Two years later, Michigan students were

among the first Peace Corps volunteers in Thailand.

President Kennedy’s call to service was

‘ powerful because it wasn’t an order, but a challenge.

E—————

It did not invoke the power of the law to require

virtuous conduct; instead it argued directly for virtue

itself.
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In a much less eloquent way, that is what |
wish to do today. The fact is, some things are too

important to leave to the law. Among those things is
Leds e honad ¢ edunt

justice itself. Selging that our

legal vocabulary of rights and prohibitions is too
impoverished to make a full account of our

responsibilities to each other. The law allows conduct

that is wrong, and requires far less than what is right.

According to the law, we must stop at red lights, but

we may allow Somali children to starve to death.
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One way to deal with the gaps in our laws is
e Univ, of ﬁuld.\'a._“

to write new laws. When | attended tiaie law School,
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act
of 1965 marked enormous and essential strides
forward in our nation’s commitment to civil rights. But
did they completely solve the problems of race
relations in our country? You need only look to Los

m.oa"a kY

Angeles -- or, Detroit -- to see that these laws were not

enough. And even if all discrimination ended today,
we would still live in a country where, on average, the
quality of your education, your job, your housing, and

your health care varies with your skin color.
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To correct each of these injustices,
imaginative and public-spirited attorneys have sought
to coin new individual rights. So on the frontiers of
legal thought, we now have arguments that there is a
right to education, a right to housing, a right to health

‘ care, and even a right to be free from words that are

insulting or discomforting.
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| believe fervently in these goals, but | know
that we will not accomplish them by merely changing
the law. Rights are demands based in justice -- but
they are demands nonetheless. If we fail to explain

how and why justice requires action, such demands

look like just another version of interest group politics.

‘ If we change laws without changing minds, we can
expect only hostility -- and an army of lawyers looking
for loopholes. The battle lines are drawn, and the
sense of responsibility that moved the law’s creators is /

minds ¢ they bnm“*
chased from theﬂhearts of those who must bear the

brunt of the legisiation. | \

-10 -
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Some rights require immediate vindication.
For example, the Civil Rights Acts of the 1960s were
long overdue. But there is an old saying that if your

only tool is a hammer, you tend to see every problem

as a nail. | ask you, as lawyers and as citizens, to

recognize that compelling behavior through the creation

‘ and enforcement of laws is only one way to solve a

problem.

-11 -
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President Kennedy’s words show the power of

challenging, rather than compelling, Americans to do

——

the right thing. He made people feel like volunteers in

-- rather than victims of - social justice. That kind of
challenge directly taps our feeling of responsibility for
our neighbors; it makes a claim for justice that exists

am—

. quite apart from the dictates of our laws. If we can

persuade our fellow citizens that justice genuinely
demands action, we will need fewer laws. If we
cannot persuade them, no number of laws will ensure

justice.

-192 -
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It is instructive these days to read the

Yugoslavian Constitution, 5upposed|y the supreme law
of the very Serbs engaged in barbaric ethnic cleansing.
That Constitution states that all people are equal, and
have freedom of speech and assembly and religion.
Furthermore, it establishes that al| citizens expressly

. have a right to education, health care, privacy,
employment and due process. They are even
guaranteed that other citizens may not use their rights
to "stir up national, racial or religious hatred or

intolerance.”

- 13-
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‘ The chilling disconnection between Serbian
law and reality makes very clear that there is more to
justice than putting words on paper: that what is in the
hearts of a people will always be more powerful what

is in their lawbooks.

By now, you’re probably wondering what all

this has to do with Law School graduation, except

‘ possibly as an argument for cancelling the ceremony

altogether. But | am actually prepared to make

EE————

precisely the opposite argument. | believe that the

limits to the law’s effectiveness make the jobs of

lawyers infinitely more interesting and important. \

-14 -
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These days, lawyers are involved whenever
problems are solved -- from a local contract dispute to

national welfare reform. A good lawyer will tell a client

precisely what the law requires, and what it allows.
But in time, a computer may be able to do that. A

great lawyer -- the kind that this Law School turns out

-- also offers judgment that transcends the letter of the
law. And | am not speaking only of those who go into
public interest law. All of you -- perhaps particularly

those who join large private law firms -- will have

special access to people who make decisions that

shape society. | urge you to be a voice for justice. For

as John Pickering said at last year's commencement,

"lawyers are dangerous people when they are true to

the ideals of their profession.”

- 15 -
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. The great civil rights worker Fanny Lou Hamer
used to tell the story of the wise old man and the two
little boys who thought they were very clever. They
decided they would fool the old man by catc_@ a

small bird and cupping it in one boy’s hands. They

would then bring it to the old man and say: "old man,
we have a bird in our hands. Is it alive or dead?” Their
plan was that if he said the bird was dead, they would
‘ release it and let it fly away. If he said it was alive
they would crush it and show him the dead bird. But
when the boys brought the bird to the old man and
S\n(h'

asked him their question, he answered "it's in your

L

hands."

® _16-
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Today, we celebrate how much is in your
hands. You are leaving your formal education, and
with it the comforts of following a well-trod path,

where success and failure are neatly measured by

grades.

Now you can and should set your own
standards for success. | would guess that half of the
people in this class once dreamed of being President of
the United States. In college, perhaps, that dream was
whittled down to being a United States Senator. Now,
you think you might serve in the House of
Representatives_i_f You can pay off your student loans

before it is time to retire. The world can chip away at

our dreams,

~-17 -
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But I think there is a way of letting the best
part of those dreams live on. it cannot be in the
pleasure of outdistancing your neighbor. If you find
your glory in exceeding the achievements of others,
aﬂc_i you succeed, you will find out that it is indeed

lonely at the top. If you fail, you will have spent a

. lifetime looking up the ladder, focussing only at those

above you. But your dreams are within reach jf you

i~ deme o}
are ready to conceive of success #8 service to others.

‘ | - 18 -
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When President Clinton calls us to service, he
likes to quote Martin Luther King’s words that
"everyone can be great because everyone can serve."
These words do not mean simply that the seeds of
greatness are within each of us as individuals. They
also mean that greatness through service is not a
scarce commodity -- that great people, unlike great law
students or great basketball players, are not measured

by the distance between themselves and ordinary

people. Great people are measured by the lack of

distance between themselves and others.

- 19 -
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This truth is as old as the Bible, which explains
that if "I have . . . all knowledge . . . that | could
remove mountaing, and have not charity, | am
nothing." Or the Koran, which tells us that "wealth [is
an] . . . adornment of this present life: but good works,
which are lasting, are better.” Or Moses Maimonides,

’ who tells us that the highest form of charity is to make

it unnecessary by preventing poverty.

. - -20-
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Greatness is hard to measure, especially for a
new lawyer. Law schools turn out both heroes and
scoundrels. | know of one lawyer who lost one of his
first criminal defense cases, and saw his client put to
death. | know of aﬂher who lost a large civil
judgmeht, and almost forced his client into bankruptcy.
| know of a third who was himself arrested and tried
for treason. Those lawyers were Abraham Lincoln,
Mahatma Ghandi, and Nelson Mandela. Their later
triumphs came because their passion for justice was

kindled, rather than defined, by their training as
= ——

lawyers.

-21 -
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There are other lawyers, whom | will not
name, who have become famous and rich for their
shrewdness on behalf of their clients. Washington is
full of them. And yet, at the end of their lives | don't
know if they can say more than that in the great
battles of theirB‘;{ they chose sides at random,

‘ depending upon who walked in the door first with a

suitable amount of money.

® | .22
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| am afraid that there is s‘omething
fundamentally wrong with our values when, as the
National Law Journal reported recently, a fifth-year
associate at a New York law firm earns more than the
Attorney General of the United States; a sixth-year
earns more than the Dean of this Law School, and a
seventh-year associate earns more than the Chief

‘ Justice of the United States Supreme Court.
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Because | wish you rich lives, not merely rich

lifestyles, | urge you to find your greatness in service.

As lawyers, | urge you to find causes as well

as clients. The one thing that made me feel like |
tho
belonged in this law school was working at Washtawew
A\l C‘\"\‘.Q ‘J\"‘ »(Ll\ “'L nu.\\:-‘o-) Chl\\h‘ l.l.g 'n‘mu s\;

. . tawodad im
County Legal 8€fg#ess, helping women obtain ey

restraining orders from abusive husbands and

trojeds Ve W Uy c..“...:abv,.&*amarc.

boyfriends. (Providin legal services to the
ok syt uugllr .

unrepresented:\ waysto prove to your

community -- and yourself -- that lawyers really are a

force for justice.

- 24 -
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As citizens, | urge you to be a voice for justice
when even the law is silent. In the life of your
neighborhood, or state or nation, be an advocate for all

that fairness and compassion -- not just the law --

require.

As people, | urge you to acts of service that
rely upon your humanity, not your education. Don’t let
your diplomas obscure your compassion. Visit with the

elderly. Tutor a child. Read to the blind.

- 95 -
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‘ Find a way to make a difference in one life,
not just abstract hundreds or thousands of lives. Find
a way to talk to someone with less than you. They're
not scarce. In serving another, you will find your best !

self, and a way of looking at the world that you will

not forget when it is time to return to yourfisgas}
practice.

One model of service on a human scale is your

. parents. | promise you that only at your own

children’s graduations will you understand just how full
of love and pride your parents are today. | hope that
sometime in this busy day you will find a quiet moment
to share with them, and to show, with or without
words, that you know your degree is their achievement

too.

. - 26 -
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| hope one of you will be up here speaking 26

years from now. The lucky one will be just that --
lucky. If my appearance today is any indication, it will
be someone whose grades are badly in need of
inflation. But it will be only one of you, just as only

. one or two of you are going to be Senators.

‘ - 27 -
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‘ For the rest of you, | wish the greater
satisfaction of having served others. It is the collection
of you, not any individual, who will accomplish great
things. Robert Kennedy explained it best when,
speaking in South Africa in 1966, he said that "each
time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve
the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, he

sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each

' other from a million different centers of energy and

daring, those ripples build a current that can sweep

down the mightiest walls of oppression and

resistance."

h..‘.rk\b'l’, 30 e.vﬂ.
Go forth,\and make waves.

. - 28 -
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COMMENCEMEN.T ADDRESS OF ELI SEGAL
MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOL
MAY 15, 1993

Thank you, Dean Bollinger. It has been
twenty-six years since | last stood on this stage. My
role in that ceremony was confined to shaking the

/2 Dean’s hand, and | was nervous about that -- so you

can imagine how | feel today.

So many things have come full circle for me
today. | graduated in 1967, summa cum fortuna, tha‘f
is "with great luck” -- and without the slightest
distinction or honor. My first real job following law
school was working for the Presidential campaign of

Eugene McCarthy -- not a particularly auspicious start.

[

—_— =
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| didn’t learn my lesson, though, because |
been '&'r\{\
have tried to help Democrats win the White House ever
since. Like Michigan in the Rose Bowl, though, |

couldn’t win the big one.

You can imagine my astonishment when my
ond
friend Bill Clinton was willing to look beyond my Ox7

record to ask me to be his chief of staff in the
campaign, and my delight at improving my record to 1ond

7. And as if to prove that | was no longer cursed,

Michigan even won the Rose Bowl this year.

¥00 B d 7 OM 7,00 $62& 69:91 €6/€1/20



Indeed, | might even become a better student
this year. | understand that the Law School is
considering adjusting its brutal grading curve. | am all
for this reform -- provided that for me, gpd/tc}da(s

graduates, the change is made retroactive.

S00 @ d % D4 7200 €62&> eg:9l £6/81/90



My feeling of circling back on the past has a
more serious aspect, as | return to the campus where
in 1960 -- even before my time -- a Presidential
candidate named John F. Kennedy first gave voice to

the idea of a Peace Corps.

The ciréumstances did not hint that history
was about to be made. Kennedy wasn’t supposed to
speak at all, but a crowd of about 10,000 had
gathered in response to rumors that he would. He did
not arrive until two in the morning. To show you how
much has changed, women were ,p:.;:{;mfonly because

the Dean lifted the rule that said they -- and not men --

had to be in their dorms by midnight.

800 d ? DM vYL00 £62&> £€9:91 £6/€1/80



Students were pretty much the same then as
they are now, so you can imagine what a crowd of
10,000 of=thear might be like at two in the morning,
having waited for hours for a politician to show up.
The crowd was hopeful, but rowdy too, and when
Kennedy finally showed up, they gave him a bit of a
hard time. There were even some Nixon placards
being held up.

A lesser person would have responded by
thanking the crowd for their long wait. Instead,
Kennedy told them that they had not yet done nearly
enough. He asked how many of them were willing to
do something real for their country, to take their
education and use it to serve their country instead of

themselves.

L00@ d % OM v200 €6C&D vg:91 £6/€1,90



Two years later, Michigan students were

among the first Peace Corps volunteers_in Thailand.

_‘\’__/—-""__\__

President Kennedy’s call to service was
powerful because it wasn’t an order, but a challenge.

It did not invoke the power of the law to require

virtuous conduct; instead it argued directly for virtue

itself. \

8003 d 2 OA ¥L00 €628 Fg:9Il £6/81/90



In a much less eloquent way, that is what |
wish to do today. The fact is, some things are too ‘
important to leave to the law. Among those things is ‘
justice itself. We must start by acknowledging that our
legal vocabulary of rights and prohibitions is too
impoverished to make a full account of our
responsibilities to each other. The law allows conduct
that is wrong, and requires far less than what is right.
According to the law, we must stop at red lights, but

we may allow Somali children to starve to death.

600 d %? o4 7400 £62& 9g:91 €8/€1/50



One way to deal with the gaps in our laws is
to write new laws. When | attended this law school,
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act
of 1965 marked enormous and essential strides
forward in our nation’s commitment to civil rights. But
did they solve the problems of race relations in our
country? You need only look to Los Angeles -- or

Detroit -- to see that these laws were not enough. And

e ———

even if all discrimination ended today, we would still

live in a country where, on average, the quality of your

OvL Qv ovlo
educatlon job, \}musmg. and health care varies w:th

your skin color.

—————————— gy
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To correct each of these injUstices,
imaginative and public-spirited attorneys have sought

to coin new individual rights. So on the frontiers of

now
legal thought, we have arguments that there is a right

to education, a right to housing, a right to health care,

—

and even a right to be free from words that are

m—

insulting or discomforting.

1o d % o4 7200 €062 9G:91 £6/€1/90



As fervently as | believe in these goals, | think
we will never achieve them through the law. Rights
are demands upon the unwilling. When confronted by
a rights-backed demand, a typical reaction is to
begrudge those exercising the right -- and to employ
lawyers to find loopholes in it. The battle lines are
drawn, and the sense of responsibility that moved the
law’s creators is chased from the hearts of those who

must bear the brunt of the legislation.

-10 -
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By contrast, a challenge like Kennedy’s makes
people feel like volunteers in -- rather than victims of --

social justice. That challenge directly taps our feeling

of responsibility for our neighbors; it makes a claim for
justice that exists quite apart from the dictates of our
laws. If we can persuade our fellow citizens that
justice genuinely demands action, we will need fewer
laws. If we cannot persuade them, no number of laws

will ensure justice.

-11 -
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It is instructive these days to read the
Yugoslavian Constitution, supposedly the supreme law
of the very Serbs engaged in barbaric ethnic cleansing.
That Constitution states that all people are equal, and
have freedom of speech and assembly and religion.
Furthermore, it establishes that all citizens expressly
have a right to education, health care, privacy,
employment and due process. They are even
guaranteed that other citizens may not use their rights
to "stir up national, racial or religious hatred or

intolerance.”

-12 -
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The chilling disconnection between Serbian
law and reality makes very clear that there is more to
justice than putting words on paper; that what is in the
hearts of a people will always. be more powerful what
is in their lawbooks.

__/_w_/—\/

By now, you’'re probably wondering what all
this has to do with Law School graduation, except
possibly as an argument for cancelling the ceremony
altogether. But | am actually prepared to rﬁake
precisely the opposite argument. | believe that the

- —
limits to the law’s effectiveness make the jobs of

lawyers infinitely more interesting and important.

- 13-
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These days, lawyers are involved whenever
problems are solved -- from a local contract dispute to

national welfare reform. A good lawyer will tell a client

precisely what the law requires, and what it allows.

But in time, a computer may be able to do that. A

great lawyer -- the kind that this Law School turns out

-- also offers judgment that transcends the letter of the
law. And | am not speaking only of those who go into
public interest law. All of you -- perhaps particularly
those who join large private law firms -- will have
special access to people who make decisions that

shape society. ! urge you to be a voice for justice. For

"

as John Pickering said at last year's commencement,

"lawyers are dangerous people when they are true to

the ideals of their profession.”

-14 -

910 d % 04 200 £62& 69:91 £€6/€1/80



The great civil rights worker Fanny Lou Hamer
used to tell the story of the wise old man and the two
little boys who thought they were very clever. They
decided they would fool the old man by catching a
small bird and cupping it in one boy’s hands. They
would then bring it to the old man and say: "old man,
we have a bird in our hands. lIs it alive or dead?" Their
plan was that if he said the bird was dead, they would
release it and let it fly away. If he said it was alive
they would crush it and show him the dead bird. But
when the boys brought the bird to the old man and
asked him their question, he answered "it’s in your

oemmenm—

hands.”

- 15 -
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Today, we celebrate how much is in your
hands. You are leaving your formal education, and
with it the comforts of following a well-trod path,
where success and failure are neatly measured by

grades.

Now you can and should set your own
standards for success. | would guess that half of the
people in this class once dreamed of being President of
the United States. In college, perhaps, that dream was
whittled down to being a United States Senator. Now,
you think you might serve in the House of
Representativeslyou can pay off your student loans
before it is time to retire. The world can chip away at

m

our dreams.
‘\

- 16 -
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But | think there is a way of letting the best
part of those dreams live on. It cannot be in the
pleasure of outdistancing your neighbor. If you find

“your glory in exceeding the achievements of others,
and you succeed, you will find out that it is indeed
lonely at the top. If you fail, you will have spent a
lifetime looking up the ladder, focussing only at those
above you. But your dreams are within reach if you

are ready to conceive of success as service to others.

-17 -
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When President Clinton calls us to service, he likes o
quotep Martin Luther King’s words that "everyone can
be great because everyone can serve.”" These words

do not mean simply that the seeds of greatness are

within each of us as individuals. | They also mean that
greatness through service is not a scarce commodity --
that great people, unlike great law students or great

basketball players, are not measured by the distance

between themselves and ordinary people. Great people
are measured by the Ia\clf of distance between

themselves and others.

-18 -

0303 d % Oa ¥L00 €628 ¢0:Ll £6/€1/50



This truth is as old as the Bible, which explains
that if "l have . . . all knowledge . . . that | could
remove mountains, and have not charity, | am
nothing." Or the Koran, which tells us that "wealth [is
an] . . . adornment of this present life; but good works,
which are lasting, are better." Or Moses Maimonides,
who tells us that the highest form of charity is to make

it unnecessary by preventing poverty.

-19 -
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This kind of success is hard to measure,

especially for a new lawyer. The world is familiar with

the kinds of heroes, and scoundrels, that law schools

graduate. | know of one lawyer who lost one of his

mesavnin,

first criminal defense cases, and saw his client put to

death. | know of another who lost a large civil

S

judgment, and almost forced his client into bankruptcy.

| know of a third Wimself arrested and tried

for treason. Those lawyers were Abraham Lincoln,
Mahatma Ghandi, and Nelson Mandela. Their later
triumphs came because their passion for justice was
Iiig_cilf_q, rather than de\ﬁr_wuid, by their training as

lawyers.

-20 -
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There are other lawyers, w6 | will not name,

who have become famous and rich for their
shrewdness on behalf of their clients. Washington is
full of them. And yet, at the end of their lives | don’t
know if they can say more than that in the great
battles of their lives, they chose sides at random,
depending upon who walked in the door first with a

suitable amount of money.

- 21 -
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| am afraid that there is something
fundamentally wrong with our values when, as the
National Law Journal reported recently, a fifth-year
associate at a New York law firm earns more than the
Attorney General of the United States; a sixth-year
earns more than the Dean of this Law School, and a

seventh-year associate earns more than the Chief

Justice of the United States Supreme Court.
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| urge each of you to service that reflects our
shared responsibility for our communities. As lawyers,
| urge you to find cauges as well as cjgm.s. Only
lawyers can make the law serve the interests of
justice. As citizens, | urge you to be a voice for justice
when even the law is silent. In the life of your
neighborhood, or state or nation, be an advocate for all
that fairness and compassion -- not just the law --
require. Finally, as people, | urge you to acts of service
that rely upon your humanity, not your education.
Don’t let your diplomas obscure your compassion.

Visit with the elderly. Tutor a child. Read to the blind.

-23-
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Find a way to make a difference in one life,
not just abstract hundreds or thousands of lives. Find
a way to talk with a person who has less than you.
They’re not scarce. In serving another, you will find
your best self, and a way of looking at the world that
you will not forget when it is time to return to your
legal practice.

One model of service on a human scale is your
parents. | promise you that only at your own
children’s graduations will you understand just how full
of love and pride your parents are today. | hope that
sometime in this busy day you will find a quiet moment
to share with them, and to show, with or without
words, that you know your degree is their achievement

too.

- 24 -
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| hope one of you will be up here speaking 26
years from now. The lucky one will be just that --
lucky. |f my appearance today is any indication, it will
be someone whose grades are badly in need of
inflation. But it will be only one of you, just as only

one or two of you are going to be Senators.

- 925 -
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For the rest of you, | wish the greater
satisfaction of having served others. It is the collection
of you, not any individual, who will accomplish great
things. Robert Kennedy explained it best when,
speaking in South Africa in 1966, he said that "each
time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve
the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, he
sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each
other from a million different centers of energy and
daring, those ripples build a current that can sweep
down the mightiest walls of oppression and

resistance.”

Go forth and make waves.
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years since I last stood o7 this stage. My role ip that caremony

was confined to shaking e Dcan's hand, and I ‘wag (hervous about

@@ many tifings have come full circle fo ne teday. I
syumma Cua Fa/z‘maql*(ﬂ—!*‘ s j(u't (el l—;q
graduated in 1967, without the slightest diotinotion or honoer.’

my first real job following law achool wae werking for the

residential campalgn of Eugene McCarthy, wirdkeltaEnEA—put o=t _

AmoT QUG L owS et
Do a particularly m?b caraer weMe. I didntt learn my lesson,
biLcawis

. A .
though, W I hese tried to help & Demoerats R W
eVR sinces - . '
/ the White Houues Like Michigan in the Rese Bowl, though, I d»ws‘l’

% couldn't win the big one.

Yo asbh 4w T
he tas ck-.&é 24,
={6

(To%

You can imagine my astonishment when my friend Bill (

Clinton was willing to look beyohd my 047 record and my delight “‘—Tc

g Cod O ),
WM’AuG as if to prove that I was

no longer cursed, Michigan even won the Rose Bowl this year.

ndeed, I might ayen become a betger student this year,

I understand\ that the Law Schogl is considerin djusting its

brutal grading\curve. I am all fox this reform =-- pgovided that
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My feeling of clrcling back on the past has a more
serious aspect, as I return to the campus wherp in 1960 ~- oyoh
betore my time -- a Presidential candidate named John F. Kennedy '

first gave voice to the idea of a Peace Corps.

The circumstances were not auspicious. Kennady wasn'®
supposed to speak at all, but a crowd of about 10,000 had
gathered in response to rumors that he would. He 4id not arrive
until two in the morning. To show you how much has ohanqedxha;sz*ﬁihnp

vomen were prese nly because the Dean lifted the rule that nafu.ﬂAJ b

é ?W“ they -- and not men -- had to be in their dorms by midnight.

: studantsfwére pretty much the game then as they aré |
now, 80 you can imagine whit a crowd of 10,000 oinnaln-migh; pe:
1ike at two in the morning, having waited for hours for a
politician to show up. The crowd was hopeful, but rowdy too, agad

when Kennedy finally showed up, they gave hip a bit of a hard
time. There were even some Nixon placards he*‘;‘:z;a up.,

!

A lesser person would have responded by thanking the
crowd for their lonyg wait., Inastead, Kennedy told them that thef
had not yet done nearly enough. He asked how many of them were |
willing to do something real for their country, to take thair
education and use it to serve their country instead of

themeelves,
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Two years later, Michiqan st.udent.a wqr- enong the tiM

Peace COth voluntccr- in 'rhailand.

Lbddﬁa‘;esldent Kennady's call to .

powerftul becauaa it wasn't an order, but a challengo.

invoke the power of the law to require Virtuous condauct; 1nsmll$ i
eiidaile , =T Msu& % o
FEPaRd :l.reot.ly for virtue itaelf. , : '

%\meu eloquent WE) that is what. I &h to cla«

wE!
.today. The fact is, some things are’ too 1mportant to leave to
T owWe musT st ﬂ— .
. the law. m th%j’thinqs is- juatica itself. He—nwost~adnil. |

ack tror

our legal \;Lcabuury of rights and proh:lbitiom is too

‘l\g e
Las

i

: 1apovor:lshed to makeHa full account of our responsibuitiea to
A As5LLtt) [
~ sach other. The lav allows conduct that' is wrong, and requires ' !

far less than what ‘is right. According to the law, we must ntapt v

AT LA

at red uqhts, but we may allow Somali children to starve to
; I
Z i
| -
P
'
HE
)
.
| 4 é
| b
| A f
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{
one way to deal witn the gaps in our laws ia to wrivg

nev. laws. When I actenaoa this law sohool, -the Civil Rights n‘t :

of 1964 and the voting Rignty Act of 1966 narkad enormous and

_easential ltrides forward in, our nation's coanitnent to ¢ivil

rightu. But did they solve the problems of race rclations in qur

country? You need only 100k to Los Angeles —- or Detroit -- té

Y

see that these 1aws vere POt onouqh. And even if all

dincrxmznation anded today,. e would still live in a country

whore, on average, the qualitlef your eduoation, joh, houninqﬁ;

and health care varies,wiFh your skin color,

: | ;
: M.MG. cuww iy
To corract each of thase injuetlcoa, public-cpiritaé -

attorneys have souqht to ﬁ&o 'i;ndividual rights. ﬁn the

trontiers of lagal thouqht, we have arqum-nts that there is a !
right. to education, a rlgbt to housing, a riqht to health cartﬁ}
and even a riqht to be :rge frpm words that are insulting or:> i

diaconfortinq. o y_i g k\\

SOaL arc.ac\hd *HVUJ‘

As. Zorvantly as 1 believe that thesoW ;15

think that we will never achiava them through the law. Righil‘
are donands upon tha unwl;linq. When contronted by & xighte-

]

backed demand, 2 typical reaction is to beqrudge those exerdi::ZQ

‘the riqht -« and to emplox lawyars to find loopholas in i¢.
i
battle lines are dravn, and the sense of roaponsxbility that ?

noved the law's creators ﬁs chased from the hearts of those whu&
nust boar the brunt of thc 1¢g§slation.

- 4 =
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By contrast, a challenge like Knnn.dy':_makgs pecple
w ke po
feal like égina:aﬁigﬁgn'-- rather than viotimiﬁiﬂgik.-- cHforts
aX Lga. | |
sowards social justice. f!-dgreccly taps our feeling of
responsibility for our neighbors, makes & claim for justice
that exists quite apart from the dictates of our laws., If we can
persuade our fellow citizens that justice genuinely demands

action, we will need fewer laws. If we cannot persuade them, ne

. e,
nunber of laws will M% 6

It is instructive these days to read the Yugoslavian
Constitution, supposedly the supreme law of the very Ggrbs'
:engaged in barbaric ethnic cleansing. That Conastitution atates
that all peéple are sgual, and have frasdon of speach and
assembly and religion. Furthernore, it establishes that all
citizens expressly have a right to education, health cire,
privacy, employment and due process. They are even guaranteed
that other citizens may not use their ri@htn_to Hetlir up

national, racial or religious hatred or intolerance."

The c¢hilling disconnection batween Serbian law and
reality makes very clear that there is more to justice than
putting words on paper’! asd that w at is in the hearts of a

wnwyh ot b
people will always be more powerful than—ske~sSguiations in thelr

lawbooks.
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By now, you're proba'bly 'wondoring what all this hiw io E;
do with Law School graduation, except pouibly as an argument ﬂw"
cancelling ths, cersmony altogether, But I am actually prmuﬁ
to make precisely the oppoaite argument. 1 .pelievo that the
umiu.'to'the law's effectiveness make the jobs of lavyers

1nt.1nitol’yﬁﬁoxe interesting and important.

: ."mno 'daya, 1awyers are inv:olved whenever problems * “ :
solved == fron a local contract aispute to national. velfare |
reforn. A qood lawyer will tell a client preciuly vhat the l&r
requires, and what it allows. But in time, & computer: u? liié
able to do that. A great lawyer - tho kind that this Law uﬂblk'
turns out -- ‘also otters Jjudgment that tranacandn the letter i’

[ the law. )An of you == w particularly ehoso who join m_a '

private lav firms -- will have apecial access to people who I* i
\fuwse th 1acotg

decisions that phape society. I urge you fto be a voice for " |
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The great civi]l rights worker Fanny Lou Hamer used §o -
tell tha story of the wisge old man and the two little boys whe
thought they were very 2&#:5?’ They daecided they would tpol he
old man by catching a small bird and cupping it in one boy's ‘
hands. Thay would then bring it to the old man and say;: “old-
nan, wo have a bkird in our hands. Is it alive or deama?" Thoir
plan vag that if he said the bird was dead, they would raln-si it
and let it fly away. It.ﬁg ocaid it Qal alive thay would cruel it
and show him the dead bkird. But when tho boys brought.thofbidd:
ﬁo the old'man and aske& him thecir qua-tién, he ansvered “it'é ;ﬁ 

your hands.%

. O:r;oday,-0#—oi¥-dt::3 we celebrata how much is in ‘pué

hands. You are leaving your formal education, and with it the

oA Wiutit
comforte of tollnwinqbf wall-trod path, uﬁa:n-luccess ana taiihr&

axe neotly measured

Now you can and should set your own standards for
success., I would guess that half of the people in this clasa
once Areamed of being President of the United States. In
college, parnaps, that dream was whittled down to being a Unidbd
states -Senator., Now,ngsfzh%ab you might serve in the Hounn o

ko

A}: you pay off your student loans before it

18 time to rYetire. The world has a way of chipping away at owg

Representatives .

dareams.
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But I think thcre is a way of htt.‘lng the best part d

those' dreams live on. It. carmot be in the pleqsurc of

by
wtdistancing your noiqhbor. VI you ﬁ-‘ your glory in excnaw
\ au.. Seecas
the achievements of others)’ ybu will tn—a- ina out that it is g\..M

Y - , q
lonely at the to « BpI:id a 11'01: looki.ng up the l&dd&r,
P
) O—b Ul a‘ Ll s . .

tocuasinq only -b those Wﬂu. But your

dreams of glory are amaysiwithira)\reaeh it you are ready to

- congeive of succus as EQI‘V’.O. to others., , }

When President Clinton W service, he %
mm"F ,
Jmartin Luther xingﬁmm “everyone ocan he great bocaun
. everyone can serve, " -Ehcﬁ-wm—do—m—nm—ﬂnm
ﬂl I'ul . . .’! ..'i :""3 af' WIC!?!H eﬁm " B.tllﬂt!ldﬂ!tl. Ilia',

aiso—mean—theat graatnon tnxough service is not a scarce

R L.

Ku()

‘ OOJ.\\ M\

. c:omodity -—une great peqple, unlike great law students or

etes, =
great pm-bﬁhﬁw, are not, measured by ‘the distance

‘Petwasen :t'henaalves an'd' ordi,nary.people. eat people are

R Rt oo

i,
%
I

measured by the 1lack of di§tanca betwaen thehselves_ and others. ¢
, | : 2
'rhis truth is as lold as the Bible, whioch explains tmL
if "I have all knowledge; qnd . + . could move mountains, and
. have not charity, I anm notqing. - or the-l(orah,' wvhich tells uu
that "wealth (1s an] . s e adornment of thia prount lit‘e, but ¥

good woxks, which are 1astiing, are better w
m"’ Or Moses uunonidem, who tells ue that the highest form g‘

TR T AN ISR A e L A R AR DA

of ohar:lty is to make it unnaceuary by puvohting povorty.
3§
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o | Cﬁi' le + 50% dipl oma.s &m“"ai%
" _ LQAMORES L —
This kind of success 18 hard to measure,

upocially for

a naw lawyer. The vorld is familiar with the Xinds of heroes,

-7V

and scoundrels, that law schopls graduate. I Knoy of ona'\w

1 lost. one of his first criminal defense cases, and uaw his clien®
| civil judm
and almost forced his client into bankruptcy.. .1 know of a tmvd a

-mimcn arrasted and triéd for treason. hou‘ luwyen
ware Abrahan L.’mcoln, Mahatma Ghandi, and Nelson andtlu. 'rhesi

Vi

put to death. I know of another who lost a large

—esme because their passion for justice was

ud-rcd, rather than defined, by their training

lawyers.
There are other lawyers, who I wili not pame, who havl
~ become famous and rich for their shrewdness on bahlf of their
clients, Washington is full of then. Andl yet, at|the end of
' Litte 1
their lives i—dentomimow=i$# they can sayAmore thani|that in the .

qroat battlu 'ot thcir 1ives, they chose sides at yandom,

| °°P°ndinq upon vg: ‘walked in the door tirst with a suitable - ° .
amount of uoney. W Foas *M‘\s_ .‘j..w.& e a..9941 w#ﬂ*-#*g
midi: Sl Veters whar 60 - ! )

' olderly. Tutor a child. Read to the blind. ‘
NL@M[QJ Aﬁ.&uﬂb‘& ()\,Hn \au,m uumc—w):e oX e News Vo«u‘.
M& S\'GIH—O-) @ o wth uwean A0 ialR AGAAY AMELS W tHe
dsare o}, Ylio Lo Schowe Oind @ STy Yot Wmclp
HoaanS maene than +ie Chel Justice op the U Ked Sﬂfﬁs i. C.u_.,..ﬁ‘:

b
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Fing a way to make a differsence in one life, not just
_abstract hundreds or thousands of lives. rind a way to talk with
'a person who has less than‘you. They 're not acarce. In serving
~another, you will find your best self, and a way of looking at
the world that you will not fourget when it is time toiro;urn to

- your legal practice.

One model oOf service on a human scale is your par-ntp.
I promiqe you that only at your own chjilarens’ graduations will'
you understand just how full of love and pride your parents are
today. I hops that sometime in thig busy day you will find a
_quiet moment to share with them, and to show, witn or without

words, that you know that your degree is their achievamaent too.

I hope one of you will be up here speaking 26 years
W o 2t Yot
from now. 4ﬂu= lucky one’ will be just that -- lucky. If my

appearance today is any 1ndication, it will be scpeone whose
W OAuw C9-3¢)
grades are badly in need of inflation. But, 1t will be only onc

| of you, just as only one or two of you are goinq to be Senators.

-10-
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For the rest of you, I wish the greatexr satisfaction'af:

having served cthers. It is ehclcolloction of you, not any

" individual, who will accampyish great thinge. Robert Kennedy
explainad it best when, apsaking in South Africa in 1966, he suid

| that "each time a man stands up for an jdeal, or acte to improve
the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, he sende

| torﬁh a tiny ripple of hope, and crossing each other from a
million different centers of energy and daring, those ripples
build a current that can sweep down the mightiest walls of

oppression and resistance.”

Go forth and make waves.

- 11 -



