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TO: Jane Sanville SERVICE
Policy Analyst
Office of National AIDS Policy

FROM: Chuck J. Supple

DATE: July 21, 1995

RE: National AIDS Plan

This is to report to the Office of National AIDS Policy on prevention and service
activities related to HIV/AIDS that are supported by the Corporation for National
Service.

Addressing HIV/AIDS related issues falls primarily under three of the Corporation’s
funding priority areas, i.e., health, early childhood development, and school success.
Activities within these priorities include providing independent living assistance and
home and community-based- health care; improving the health of young children and
providing comprehensive services to families with young children and pregnant
women; and broadening or coordinating the range of services available through
schools, including health and child care services.

These activities take place within the three program areas of the Corporation, i.e.,
AmeriCorps, Learn and Serve America, and National Senior Service Corps. This year,
these programs directly involved a total of 895,000 participants in service. Some of
the programs within these areas explicitly address HIV/AIDS related issues; while
others may do so implicitly as part of a broader focus on health and education issues

In developing the Corporation’s priorities, we sought the input and advice of expert
and effected constituencies in each area. Representatives of HIV/AIDS national,
regional, and local service and advocacy organizations were consulted on the
development of the Corporation’s human need and education priority issue areas as
they related to HIV/AIDS prevention and services. Individual program applicants are
required to seek input in the preparation of their proposals from relevant constituencies
within the community as well.

The Corporation’s funding is authorized and allocated by the distinct population o N York e, N

and/or method of service delivery in each program area, i.e., school and college based Telephone 202-606-5000
service-learning, part and full-time stipended service, and senior citizens, rather than
categorical funding by specific social or environmental issue. We are not able to
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identify the total number of participants in all of the Corporation’s programs who are performing
HIV/AIDS related services or calculate the portion of Corporation funding that supports these
activities specifically. At this time we are only able to identify and describe those programs that
either applied for Corporation funding for a program with an explicit focus on HIV/AIDS, or
received support for a more general provision of service and subsequently have reported their
activities to include HIV/AIDS.

The following provides an overview of the three program areas of the Corporation, provides the
status of Congressional funding for each, and describes specific examples of programs that
address HIV/AIDS. In addition, it covers a recent Corporation-wide event recently held on
children’s health issues and national service.

L AmeriCorps

AmeriCorps is a national network of community based programs that during its first year has
engaged approximately 20,000 Members, individuals 18 years of age and older, in full and part-
time service in exchange for an education award. It is made up of three program areas,
AmeriCorps*USA, AmeriCorps*VISTA, and AmeriCorps*NCCC. Some AmeriCorps Members
are addressing HIV/AIDS, both directly and indirectly, through these program areas, and also are
receiving education and training on HIV/AIDS for themselves.

The Corporation encourages all AmeriCorps programs to provide training in HIV/AIDS to
AmeriCorps Members and to encourage them to become involved in service activities in related
issues above and beyond their full and part-time service commitments. The Corporation has
developed a guide for AmeriCorps program directors on accessing HIV/AIDS training for
Members and involving them in related service activities, which will be distributed this fall to all
programs.

AmeriCorps*USA

This is the largest of the AmeriCorps program divisions, supporting some 350 programs and
involving the full time equivalent of more than 14,000 AmeriCorps Members in service
throughout the country. In its first year, the Corporation made approximately $150 million in
grants to national nonprofit agencies, federal agencies, and to independent State Commissions to
support and operate AmeriCorps*USA programs. These grants were allocated from FY1994
appropriations and support programs through the summer of 1995. The Corporation has $250
million appropriated in FY1995 for renewal and new grants that will cover programs through the
summer of 1996. However, these funds have not been granted pending the resolution of the
recission legislation in Congress, which we anticipate will reduce the Corporation’s FY1995
appropriation. The House Appropriations Committee has approved zero funding for AmeriCorps
in FY1996.



Six AmeriCorps*USA programs report HIV/AIDS as a focus, wholly or in part, of the service
activities for a total of approximately 685 AmeriCorps*USA Members. There are presumably
many more AmeriCorps Members involved in this issue. This year, approximately 3,369
AmeriCorps*USA Members are involved in programs that address solely health and school
success priorities, a portion of which could be HIV/AIDS prevention and service related. This
does not include programs that are multi-issue focused, thus the universe of programs that may
include HIV/AIDS services is even larger.

The following are the two AmeriCorps*USA programs that focus exclusively on providing
HIV/AIDS related services.

e The National Community AIDS Partnership involves 40 full-time AmeriCorps Members in
providing care services and prevention to community-based organizations. The range of
activities include meal delivery, transportation for medical appointments, HIV prevention
education, pre-and post-counseling for HIV testing, feeding and diapering infants with HIV,
and crisis support for families. Four days a week is spent in direct service, with one day
reserved for training, personal development, and a Member developed group project. The
program operates in Birmingham, AL; Dayton, OH; Sacramento, CA; Tacoma, WA; Tulsa
OK.

e Birmingham AIDS Outreach involves 22 AmeriCorps Members, who are recruited from
colleges in central Alabama and trained and certified as home health care aides and peer
educators. They provide home health/respite care for people living with AIDS, and
implement an HIV/AIDS prevention plan at their respective colleges.

There are four additional AmeriCorps programs that operate in California, Massachusetts,
Illinois, Ohio, Rhode Island, South Carolina, and the Virgin Islands, and involve a total of 623
AmeriCorps Members in a variety of health and education services. Among these activities are
HIV prevention and support services for people with AIDS.

AmeriCorps*VISTA

The Volunteers in Service to America program began in 1965, and is now a part of the
President’s AmeriCorps initiative. AmeriCorps*VISTA Members serve in low income
communities and their work differs somewhat from AmeriCorps*USA Members. They are
involved primarily in organizing and managing service projects whereas AmeriCorps*USA
Members are providing direct services.

There are currently 4,200 AmeriCorps*VISTA Members serving in 920 projects throughout the
country. There are a total of 11 AmeriCorps*VISTA projects and 74 Members addressing
HIV/AIDS related issues. AmeriCorps*VISTA received $47.7million in FY1995. A total of
$60million was requested for FY1996; however, the House Labor, HHS, and HUD
Appropriation’s Subcommittee has voted to reduce this by 47%.



The following are two examples of AmeriCorps*VISTA projects that are HIV/AIDS specific.

o AIDS Coalition Pinellas is a grassroots, volunteer service organization committed to serving
individuals who are HIV positive or have AIDS in Pinellas County, Florida. Seven
AmeriCorps*VISTA Members have developed and managed the agency’s volunteer
programs that are critical to its work.

o The Triangle AIDS Network provides direct service and support to people infected with HIV
and provides education programs to the public about HIV/AIDS in the greater Beaumont,
Texas area. Four AmeriCorps*VISTA Members are implementing a peer based, minority
youth HIV/AIDS education program. They have established advisory boards by tapping into
existing groups that are serving in minority communities, and have recruited 50 community
volunteers who serve as trainers, speakers, and peer counselors.

AmeriCorps*NCCC

The National Civilian Community Corps is a ten month residential AmeriCorps program for 18-
24 year olds, which is located at downsizing or closed military bases. This year 1,000
AmeriCorps¥*NCCC Members were based in Aberdeen, Maryland; Charleston, South Carolina;
Denver, Colorado; and San Diego, California. The annual budget for AmeriCorps*NCCC is part
of the overall AmeriCorps appropriation.

The predominant activities performed by AmeriCorps*NCCC Members this year has been
environmentally related; however, a portion were social services with some related to
HIV/AIDS. These included:

e assisting Food & Friends in Washington, D.C. with food preparation, packaging, and
unloading meals at drop-off sites and at group homes, for people with HIV/AIDS; also
helping clear bush and clean facilities at the agency’s new building;

e moving the Colorado AIDS Project to a new building location, setting up educational
resource library, distributing food, handling phone operations, and assisting with direct mail
campaign; and

e helping create eight units of permanent affordable independent housing for people with AIDS
in San Diego.

II. National Senior Service Corps

The National Senior Service Corps is a network of programs supported by the Corporation that

helps older American engage in service. The Senior Corps is comprised of three primary
programs that involve 500,000 seniors in service, i.e., Foster Grandparents Program, Senior



Companion Program, and Retired Senior Volunteer Program. The combined FY1995 budget for
these programs is approximately $136 million, and $168 million is proposed for FY1996. The
House Labor, HHS, and HUD Appropriation’s Subcommittee has voted to reduce this funding by
15%.

Foster Grandparent Program

There are a total of 23,400 Foster Grandparents serving a variety of needs of children. Thirty-
nine projects with Foster Grandparents specifically serve children with AIDS or who are infected
with HIV. A total of 177 Foster Grandparents were serving almost 400 of these children on
September 30, 1994, when the Corporation conducted the last annual data collection.

Foster Grandparents:

e provide foster and respite care for children with HIV/AIDS at the AIDS Research Foundation
for Children’s St. Clare’s Home for Children in Newark, New Jersey;

e care for children with HIV/AIDS, and provide follow-up and counseling with families and
community workshops on AIDS and HIV, through Lincoln Hospital in the Bronx, New York;
and

e provide child care, respite care, and living assistance for HIV infected children and their
parents; and developed an outstanding technical assistance paper on “Foster Grandparents
and Children with HIV/AIDS,” through this program in San Antonio, Texas.

The total number of Foster Grandparents providing services related to HIV/AIDS presumably is
much larger than indicated above. There also are 103 projects that involve Foster Grandparents
in serving boarder babies and the terminally ill. These categories most likely includes babies and
adults who have HIV/AIDS; however, the status of these service recipients is generally kept
confidential.

ior i T

The bulk of the 11,700 Senior Companion’s are serving the frail elderly; however, 11% of their
clients, approximately 4,025 people, are aged 22 to 45 and 46 to 59. While it is hard to state just
how many of these clients are in need of a Senior Companion’s service because their health and
ability to function has been impaired by AIDS, it is safe to say that some are.

The Corporation collects data on the number of Senior Companions serving clients with chronic
care disabilities (38%), short-term acute care disabilities (4%), and the terminally ill (3%). We
also collects information on Senior Companions providing non-Alzheimer’s respite care (11%)
for primary caregivers in the home. We do not, however, ask the nature of the illnesses resulting



in the need for such services, as much of the information as to AIDS/HIV status is considered
confidential. Therefore, quantifying the data further is not possible given available information.

Programs do report on specific work that the Senior Companions are performing that they
consider exemplary or innovative. This has revealed some HIV/AIDS services performed by
Senior Companions in Puerto Rico, Denver, Corpus Christi, and Phoenix.

Retired and Semior Vol p

A total of 470,000 seniors volunteer through 759 RSVP projects. These projects provide health
and nutrition services, including serving the terminally iil and boarder babies, and providing
respite care. In the aggregate, 89 % of the projects indicate that they are addressing these issues
at least at a moderate level. Breaking these services down further to identify how much are
directed specifically to HIV/AIDS is not currently possible.

Several projects have identified exemplary and innovative RSVP services that are HIV/AIDS
related. Two projects in Los Angeles involve RSVP participants in operating a meal delivery
project for homebound AIDS victims, and a food kitchen specifically serving AIDS victims. In
St. Petersburg, Florida, 25 RSVP participants staff a day center for children with AIDS.

IIl. Learn and Serve America

Learn and Serve America is a grants program for school and community based, and higher
education, service-learning programs. Approximately 350,000 primary and secondary aged
children, and 25,000 college and university students have been involved this year in a variety of
service activities in their communities that were closely linked with their classroom education.

Nearly $30 million was awarded to state and local educational agencies and community based
organizations, and $9million to 300 institutions of higher education in 37 states from the FY1994
budget. A total of $40 million has been appropriated for FY1995; however, 1995 grants have not
been awarded pending the resolution of the recission legislation. The FY1996 budget request of
$60million for Learn and Serve America has been zeroed out by the House HUD-VA
Appropriations Subcommittee.

K-12

The majority of Learn and Serve K-12 funding is subgranted through state educational agencies,
and we do not have a means to track the specific activities of the school age youth. One
community-based program that we fund directly that involves young people in HIV/AIDS
prevention is described below.



e American Red Cross Tri-State Learn & Serve Program involves a youth cadre of about 300
American Red Cross health and safety instructors under the age of 18. The participants
provide community service activities such as peer education in HIV/AIDS prevention, first
aid and safety precaution training for senior citizens, and school-based health and safety
education training.

Hieher Educati

The Corporation primarily awards its higher education grants directly to colleges and
universities. Of the 116 programs funded under the FY 1994 appropriation, eight cite HIV/AIDS
prevention and service activities as among a variety of other issues that they are focusing on.
These include:

- o in New Jersey, Robert Wood Johnson Medical School students are providing health
workshops on AIDS and other issues to homeless and indigent community members of New
Brunswick;

e theater students at Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania are educating the Hispanic farm
worker population about AIDS through script writing and dramatic presentations; and

¢ in California, Students at the University of San Diego are serving people with AIDS, and
students from Glendale Community College are education teenagers about HIV/AIDS
prevention.

IV.  First Lady’s National Service Forum on Children’s Health

On June 17, the First Lady chaired an interactive forum with children’s health leaders and
national service members from all three program areas of the Corporation. The Forum provided
an opportunity to review the progress of national service programs focused on improving
children’s health, and to explore with national experts how national service relates to addressing
these issues, including HIV/AIDS. In the afternoon, representatives of national service
programs supported by the Corporation that address health issues shared best practices,
exchanged information, and developed plans for creating a permanent affinity group among
them. The Corporation is supporting this effort by facilitating communication between the
programs, €.g., teleconferences, state and regional conferences, and a newsletter.
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CORPORATION
FOR NATIONAL
SERVICE

TO: Jane Sanville -
Policy Analyst
Office of National AIDS Policy
FROM: Chuck J. Supple
DATE: July 21, 1995
RE: National AIDS Plan

_ This is to report to the Office of National AIDS Policy on prevention and service
activities related to HIV/AIDS that are supported by the Corporation for National
Service.

Addressing HIV/AIDS related issues falls primarily under three of the Corporation’s
funding priority areas, i.e., health, early childhood development, and school success.
Activities within these priorities include providing independent living assistance and
home and community-based health care; improving the health of young children and
providing comprehensive services to families with young children and pregnant
women; and broadening or coordinating the range of services available through
schools, including health and child care services,

These activities take place within the three program areas of the Corporation, i.e.,
AmeriCorps, Learn and Serve America, and National Senior Service Corps. This year,
these programs directly involved a total of 895,000 participants in service, Some of
the programs within these areas explicitly address HIV/AIDS related issues; while
others may do so implicitly as part of a broader focus on health and education issues

In developing the Corporation’s priorities, we sought the input and advice of expert
and effected constituencies in each area. Representatives of HIV/AIDS national,
regional, and local service and advocacy organizations were consulted on the
development of the Corporation’s human need and education priority issue areas as
they related to HIV/AIDS prevention and services. Individual program applicants are
required to seek input in the preparation of their proposals from relevant constituencies
within the community as well.

The Corporation’s funding is authorized and allocated by the distinct population | L201 Now York Avcmic, NW

and/or method of service delivery in each program ares, i.e., school and college based ;':ph;::z“o?c&mﬁm
service-learning, part and full-time stipended service, and senior citizens, rather than
categorical funding by specific social or environmental issue. We are not able to
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identify the total number of participants in all of the Corporation’s programs who are performing
HIV/AIDS related services or calculate the portion of Corporation funding that supports these
activities specifically. At this time we are only able to identify and describe those programs that
cither applied for Corporation funding for a program with an explicit focus on HIV/AIDS, or
received support for a more general provision of service and subsequently have reported their
activities to include HIV/AIDS. :

The following provides an overview of the three program areas of the Corporation, provides the
status of Congressional funding for each, and describes specific examples of programs that
address HIV/AIDS, In addition, it covers a recent Corporation-wide event recently held on
children’s health issues and national service.

L AmeriCorps

AmeriCorps is a national network of community based programs that during its first year has
engaged approximately 20,000 Members, individuals 18 years of age and older, in full and part-
time service in exchange for an education award. It is made up of three program areas,
AmeriCorps*USA, AmeriCorps*VISTA, and AmeriCorps*NCCC, Some AmeriCorps Members
are addressing HIV/AIDS, both directly and indirectly, through these program areas, and also are
receiving education and training on HIV/AIDS for themselves.

The Corporation encourages all AmeriCorps programs to provide training in HIV/AIDS to
AmeriCorps Members and to encourage them to become involved in service activities in related
issues above and beyond their full and part-time service commitments, The Corporation has
developed a guide for AmeriCorps program directors on accessing HIV/AIDS training for
Members and involving them in related service activities, which will be distributed this fall to all
programs,

This is the largest of the AmeriCorps program divisions, supporting some 350 programs and
involving the full time equivalent of more than 14,000 AmeriCorps Members in service
throughout the country. In its first year, the Corporation made approximately $150 million in
grants to national nonprofit agencies, federal agencies, and to independent State Commissions to
support and operate AmeriCorps*USA programs. These grants were allocated from FY1994
appropriations and support programs through the summer of 1995, The Corparation has $250
million appropriated in FY1995 for renewal and new grants that will cover programs through the
summer of 1996. However, these funds have not been granted pending the resolution of the
recission legislation in Congress, which we anticipate will reduce the Corporation’s FY1995
appropriation. The House Appropriations Committee has approved zero funding for AmeriCorps
in FY1996.
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Six AmeriCorps*USA programs report HIV/AIDS as a focus, wholly or in part, of the service
activities for a total of approximately 685 AmeriCorps*USA Members. There are presumably
many more AmeriCorps Members involved in this issue. This yeat, approximately 3,369
AmeriCorps*USA Members are involved in programs that address solely health and school
success priorities, a portion of which could be HIV/AIDS prevention and service related. This
does not include programs that are multi-issue focused, thus the universe of programs that may
include HIV/AIDS services is even larger.

The following are the two AmenCorps'USA programs that focus exclusively on pmwdmg
HIV/AIDS related services, -

¢ The National Commumty AIDS Partnership involves 40 full-time AmeriCorps Members in
providing care services and preveation to community-based organizations. The range of
activities include meal delivery, transportation for medical appointments, HIV prevention
education, pre-and post-counseling for HIV testing, feedlng and diapenng infants with HIV,
and crisis support for families. Four days a week is spent in direct service, with one day
reserved for training, personal development, and a Member developed group project. The

program operates in Birmingham, AL; Dayton, OH; Sacramento, CA; Tacoma, WA; Tulsa
OK.

¢ Birmingham AIDS Outreach involves 22 AmeriCorps Members, who are recruited from
colleges in central Alabama and trained and certified as home health care aides and peer
educators. They provide home health/respite care for people living with AIDS, and
implement an HIV/AIDS prevention plan at their respective colleges.

There are four additional AmeriCorps programs that operate in California, Massachusetts,
Illinois, Ohjo, Rhode Island, South Carolina, and the Virgin Islands, and involve a total of 623
AmeriCorps Members in a vmety of health and education services. Among these activities are
HIV prevention and support services for people with AIDS.,

AmeriCorps*VISTA

The Volunteers in Service to America program began in 1965, and is now a part of the
President’'s AmeriCorps initiative. AmeriCorps*VISTA Members serve in low income
communities and their work differs somewhat from AmenCorps‘USA Members. They are
involved primarily in organizing and managing service projects whereas AmenCozps"USA
Members are providing direct services.

There are currently 4,200 AmeriCorps* VISTA Members serving in 920 projects throughout the
country. There are a total of 11 AmeriCorps*VISTA projects and 74 Members addressing
HIV/AIDS related issues. AmeriCorps*VISTA received $47.7million in FY1995, A total of
$60million was requested for FY1996; however, the House Labor, HHS, and HUD
Appropriation’s Subcommittee has voted to reducs this by 47%.
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The following are two examples of AmeriCorps*VISTA projects that are HIV/AIDS specific,

* AIDS Coalition Pinellas is a grassroots, volunteer service organization committed to serving
individuals who are HIV positive or have AIDS in Pinellas County, Florida. Seven
AmeriCorps*VISTA Members have developed and managed the agency’s volunteer
programs that are critical to its work.

 The Triangle AIDS Network provides direct service and support to people infected with HIV
and provides education programs to the public about HIV/AIDS in the greater Beaumont,
Texas area. Four AmeriCorps*VISTA Members are implementing a peer based, minority
youth HIV/AIDS education program. They have established advisory boards by tapping into
existing groups that are serving in minority communities, and have recruited 50 community
~ volunteers who serve as trainers, speakers, and peer counselors, '

The National Civilian Community Corps is a ten month residential AmeriCorps program for 18-
24 year olds, which is located at downsizing or closed military bases. This year 1,000 -
AmeriCorps* NCCC Members were based in Aberdeen, Maryland; Charleston, South Carolina;
Denver, Colorado; and San Diego, California. The annual budget for AmeriCorps*NCCC is part
of the overall AmeriCorps appropriation. :

The predominant activities pérformed by AmeriCorps*NCCC Members this year has been
environmentally related; however, a portion were social services with some related to
HIV/AIDS. These included: '

* assisting Food & Friends in Washington, D.C. with food preparation, packaging, and
unloading meals at drop-off sites and at group homes, for people with HIV/AIDS; also
helping clear bush and clean facilities at the agency’s new building;

* moving the Colorado AIDS Project to a new building location, setting up educational
resource library, distributing food, handling phone operations, and assisting with direct mail
campaign; and

* helping create eight units of permanent affordable independent housing for people with AIDS
in San Diego.

I1. National Senior Service Corps _

The National Senior Service Corps is a network of programs supported by the Corporation that

helps older American engage in service. The Senior Corps is comprised of three primary
programs that involve 500,000 seniors in service, i.e., Foster Grandparents Program, Senior
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Companion Program, and Retired Senior Volunteer Program. The combined FY1995 budget for
these programs is approximately $136 million, and $168 million is proposed for FY1996. The
House Labor, HHS, and HUD Appropriation's Subcommittee has voted to reduce this funding by -
15%.

Fostgr Grandparent Program

There are a total of 23,400 Foster Grandparents serving a variety of needs of children, Thirty-
nine projects with Foster Grandparents specifically serve children with AIDS or who are infected
with HIV. A total of 177 Foster Grandparents were serving almost 400 of these children on
September 30, 1994, when the Corporation conducted the last annual data collection,

Foster Grandparents:

® provide foster and respite care for children with HIV/AIDS at the AIDS Research Foundation
for Children’s St, Clare's Home for Children in Newark, New Jersey;

® care for children with HIV/AIDS, and provide follow-up and counseling with families and
commuaity workshops on AIDS and HIV, through Lincoln Hospital in the Bronx, New York;
and

* provide child care, respite care, and living assistance for HIV infected children and their
parents; and developed an outstanding technical assistance paper on “Foster Grandparents
and Children with HIV/AIDS," through this program in San Antonio, Texas.

The total number of Foster Grandparents providing services related to HIV/AIDS presumably is
much larger than indicated above. There also are 103 projects that involve Foster Grandparents
in serving boarder babies and the terminally ill. These categories most likely includes babies and
adults who have HIV/AIDS; however, the status of these service recipients is generally kept
confidential,

Senior Companion P

The bulk of the 11,700 Senior Companion’s are serving the frail elderly; however, 11% of their
clients, approximately 4,025 people, are aged 22 to 45 and 46 to 59. While it is hard to state just
how many of these clients are in need of a Senior Companion's service because their health and
ability to function has been impaired by AIDS, it is safe to say that some are.

The Corporation collects data on the number of Senior Companions serving clients with chronic
care disabilities (38%), short-term acute care disabilities (4%), and the terminally ill (3%). We
also collects information on Senior Companions providing non-Alzheimer's respite care (11%)
for primary caregivers in the home. We do not, however, ask the nature of the illnesses resulting
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in the need for such services, as much of the information as to AIDS/HIV stﬁtus is considered
confidential. Therefore, quantifying the data further is not possible given available information,

Programs do -report on specific work that the Senior Companions are performing that they
consider exemplary or innovative. This has revealed some HIV/AIDS services performed by
Senior Companions in Puerto Rico, Denver, Corpus Christi, and Phoenix.

Retired and Senior Voluateer P

A total of 470,000 seniors volunteer through 759 RSVP projects. These projects provide health
and nutrition services, including serving the terminally ill and boarder babies, and providing
respite care. In the aggregate, 89 % of the projects indicate that they are addressing these issues
at least at a moderate level. Breaking these services down further to identify how much are
directed specifically to HIV/ALDS is not currently possible. "

Several projects have identified exemplary and innovative RSVP services that are HIV/AIDS
related. Two projects in Los Angeles involve RSVP participants in operating a meal delivery
project for homebound AIDS victims, and a food kitchen specifically serving AIDS victims. In
St. Petersburg, Florida, 25 RSVP participants staff'a day center for children with AIDS,

IIl. Learn and Serve Ame_rlca

Learn and Serve America is a grants program for school and community based, and higher
education, service-learning programs. Approximately 350,000 primary and secondary aged
children, and 25,000 college and university students have been involved this year in a variety of
service activities in their communities that were closely linked with their classroom education,

Nearly $30 million was awarded to state and local educational agencies and community based
organizations, and $9million to 300 institutions of higher education in 37 states from the FY1994
budget. A total of $40 million has been appropriated for FY1995; however, 1995 grants have not
been awarded pending the resolution of the recission legislation. The FY1996 budget request of
$60million for Leam and Serve America has been zerced out by the House HUD-VA
Appropriations Subcommittee.

K-12

The majority of Learn and Serve K-12 funding is subgranted through state educational agencies,
and we do not have a means to track the specific activities of the school age youth. One
community-based program that we fund directly that involves young people in HIV/AIDS
prevention is described below.
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® Amcrican Red Cross Tri-State Learn & Setve Program involves a youth cadre of about 300
American Red Cross health and safety instructors under the age of 18. The participants
provide community service activities such as peer education in HIV/AIDS prevention, first
aid and safety precaution training for senior citizens, and school-based health and safety
education training. ' : :

Higher Education

The Corporation primarily awards its higher education grants directly to colleges and
universities, Of the 116 programs funded under the FY1994 appropriation, eight cite HIV/AIDS
prevention and service activities as among a variety of other issues that they are focusing on.
These include:

- in New Jersey, Robert Wood Johnson Medical School students are providing health

workshops on AIDS and other issues to homeléss and indigent community members of New
Brunswick;

e theater students at Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania are educating the Hispanic farm
worker population about AIDS through script writing and dramatic presentations; and

o in Califomia, Students at the University of San Diego are serving people with AIDS, and
- students from Glendale Community College are education teenagers about HIV/AIDS
prevention.

IV,  First Lady’s National Service Forum on Children’s Health

On June 17, the First Lady chaired an interactive forum with children’s health leaders and ,
national service members from sll three program areas of the Corporation. The Forum provided
an opportunity to review the progress of national service programs focused on improving
children’s health, and to explore with national experts how national service relates to addressing
these issues, including HIV/AIDS. In the afternoon, representatives of national service
programs supported by the Corporation that address health issues shared best practices,
exchanged information, and developed plans for creating a permanent affinity group among

- them. The Corporation is supporting this effort by facilitating communication between the

programs, e.g., teleconfetences, state and regional conferences, and a newsletter.



