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C l i i l d r e n of E m t a t t l e d D ivorce 
Tlie Ben J. Altheimer Symposium 

U-A-L-R 
Scnoo 1 of L aw 

September 1 7 and 1 8 , 1 9 9 9 

A n interdisciplinary symposium to address protection of cliildren 

fi-om psychological damage in l i igh-confl ic t divorce. A ground 

breaking event, tlie symposium will involve national experts f rom 

the hehavioral/medical and legal professions. 

Arkansas Contiuuiiig Le^al and Medical hducatmn credit o{ 7.5 h< 



SCHOOL OF LAW 
Law Faculty 

October 19, 1999 

Ms. Nicole Rabner 
Domestic P o l i c y Advisor 
2nd Floor, West Wing 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20502 

Dear Ms. Rabner: 

I am w r i t i n g t o f o l l o w up on the telephone conversation you 
had r e c e n t l y w i t h Dean Rodney K. Smith, concerning the Children of 
Embattled Divorce Symposium held a t our Law School on September 17 
and 18, 1999. We are very pleased t o know t h a t Mrs. C l i n t o n i s 
i n t e r e s t e d t o get m a t e r i a l s about the symposium. 

Attached, t h e r e f o r e , are the f o l l o w i n g m a t e r i a l s : 

1. Brochure of the Symposium; 

Program of the Symposium; 2. 

Si. 

.4 . 

5. 

Bound volume of D r a f t Essays f o r P u b l i c a t i o n i n the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Arkansas a t L i t t l e Rock Law Review; 

A r t i c l e e n t i t l e d "The T o l l of M a r i t a l C o n f l i c t -
Rethinking Divorce," published i n the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette. sec. J, pp. 1 and 8, on October 10, 
1999; and 

Volume 21, Issue 4 of the UALR Law Review i n which the 
proceedings of the Ben J. Altheimer Symposium on Racial 
Eguity i n the Twenty-First Century were published. 

pThe proceedings of the Ben J. Altheimer Symposium on 
Children of Embattled Divorce w i l l be published i n 
Volume 22, Issue 3 of the UALR Law Review, whose 
d i s t r i b u t i o n i s scheduled f o r May 29, 2000. The 
E d i t o r i a l Board w i l l send Mrs. C l i n t o n a copy a t 
t h a t time. 

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS AT LITTLE ROCK • 1201 MCALMONT • Little Rock, AR 72202-5142 • (501) 324-9437/FAX 324-9992 
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Ms. Nicole Rabner 
October 19, 1999 
Page 2 

Please l e t us know whether we can answer any questions Mrs. 
Clinton might have about the symposium or otherwise. You may 
di r e c t your questions to Dean Smith at (501) 324-9434, Ms. Ju l i e 
Speed, Director of External Relations, at 324-9924, Ms. Ju l i e 
Zamacona, Editor-in-Chief of the UALR Law Review, at 324-9920, or 
me at 324-9944. 

Rariltp Sh 
Assistant 
Writing 

Oliver 
fessor of Legal 

c: Dean Smith 
Ms. J u l i e Speed 
Ms. J u l i e Zamacona 
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• Continued from 'Page Id : ! , 
jefore!: there 1970s;j !the . mother-sunless! 
deemed-unfit-rfwon custody: • i 
')'i',Custodŷ tnalŝ theFefoi,e;!iwere,-.faiFly[ 
rare :asjeyerybody knew who would winrj 
When itheyitbecurred̂ however., custody, 

trials wereyntense.adsjofadversanal bat-
;le involving|:ounteKaccusatibns>of .faulty 
hat usuall^would jhave|qualified asJl 

groundsffô divorcehund&^Oiet'ijepealed 
regime according to Schepaf d ^ , > 
r. As women s fight for equal rights revorfi V.y 
lutionized all'areas of life in the "TOs. »how.7 ?fei 
;ver neitherî thê custody arena nor thety * I 
ender yearŝ doctnne escaped the jolt Be--1 k\ 
cause researefcat the time.iSchepardsays;̂ ! 
still suggested that ifc was}better and less 
bonftising for childrencof:divorce to havê  
lane psychological parent, the idea ofj /J 

^levcusb^iienuimedivbut-lliefautoiiMtic'^ 
banting oaf it to the mother did not 
I. Thereforefethe rcourtsS saw^more and 
bore custody battles^Because'there had; 
to be a ;winner and a losem third-party-^-
jusually mentalf healttf" professionals— 
|were invited; tmthroW jtheir supposedly 
neutral observations into play 
jy In the :courtroomf:/parents vigorously 
disputediwhich; of ..them" had: closer emo^, 
jtional bonds with their child while also 1 xA 

• :|Contesting^whidi^was^more^oraUy;fit«tov^ 
barent^ Schepardsays * r

{ ; ' 
L Not'a'iprettyLssight. especiallyvfor chiK 
'dren; watchingithe: disputes:.:carned' on 
both m\the;pnvate!homesandnmthe public 
courtroom « i 

By thfê lQBOs the*courts that'handled 
divorce.̂ casesfe-familŷ courtst; inj. some 
states 1 chancery^ courts 1 here in 

; (Arkansaŝ gre m overwhelmed withesuch 
tases Schepard says tfiis is one of the pn ^ 
rimary. reasonssthatimanŷ statesi.changedv' 
the courtê pnginal role, in-these' disputes . 
from being a faultvfinder/ttf.that-,of being ar 

•* teonflrcfcmanageKthe latter being;accom-. 
i iphshed through such processes as mediae 
tion and parent education 

:.Both .venues; are . still relatively new; 
and infrequently used in Arkansas, ac-
xordinĝ toiKenlJallantiidirector-of clinical; 
programs ?ar the UALR Law School In 
fact, a statute ipasseds.thisvspringi by the<' 
[Arkansas General; Assembly; iSithefirstin.1 

the state to allow a judge to require a di­
vorcing couple with minor children- to afc 
tend parentmg classes or to submit to me­
diation 

"Whether it will be systematically ap­
plied or not remains to be seen.' Gallant 
says 

Though judges had ;their own: motives 
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The prievailing thoughfnow, 
is ithattthe presence of * \ -* 
conflict "seems tô be). * t * 
important whether throî h 
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intact'marriage. Biit divorce 
plus conflict, the two 
together, is like a double 
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says Stem, children1 suffer psychologic 
abuse whenrparentsrjuse them to deliv 
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same'isntrueiwhen a parentotnes togetitj 
.childi«&onr'hiilorj;her;side^by',8ayiiig^ 
meaning things about-the other. Even mo 
detrimental is when one'parent physica 
abuses;the other in front ofthe child or.;c 
viously. when.the child is abducted or. il 
gallymaintamed by;one of the parents.1 

•; Even the seemingly , least harmful j 
thesens quite' troubling to children: 'Lo 
says.̂ ^EspeciallyAwhen'?the,'children« 
young/rit̂ is';haHi|ô understand%why(;;o 
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1 iterpreted by the parents as a public state - \ ! 
v ment that the mother is unfit, she explains s > ̂  

Mediation in which a third, neutral par v * 
v t̂ytaelpsi'the^divorcug-couplevcomeitovan î 
f.'̂ agreement over parenting plans: has been .̂ f? 

shown to alleviate'some of thesê problems. 
M California was tlie'-flrst'state .tp"manda!tê > 

mediation in'child isustody •casessin.,li^;^y 
' I I ' according to Schepardr.andi no.y/ 33, stafesi',̂  i 
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J ari&M half the costirSch^ 
Iditidn, they^ahdri&eir 
i'from mediation's Confidential snatiire, bfo . i ; ! 
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"̂Wheh youjlook back at the history of-. 
diWce'and:ichildren,'Vsays chiid-psychia- ; 
trist;'Long,: "you find that the early, >£-
search tried to identify^ divorce perison-
ality'̂  that typified the "child of divorced 
parents.. "That wks hard;to.identify. Chil-' 
dren respond differently, just as adults do, 
ifp; stress? Some maŷ  wtHdraw while othr 
ers act out." y 'y-:u \ • y '".: 

.Then research fdcused on "what; fac- ; 
tofe moderate5 pr mediate a, child?s reac-̂ . 

Bp 

% 

heath/'diaippseŝ thê ^ ^ 
tistical Maniial of Meritsil DisoWersĤ calls ĴbliSstoh.̂ executive direcfer'oftthe.iuditt < 

, ri^dedatfehtion tdthe reality of the prob- . ̂ AVallerstein jCent̂  fiirthe f^ily^nTran 
lem* Stein and pothers say. iv; '-^^y.jy'^. ;siti6n;in;,MOTltf^l^.5ea^ 
y Much.of the^st^ sĥ  calls a'mbdem:day;tnb̂  

: •b.ecausVJsbTmucĥ  

forming•aridmaihtairiingjrelatibriships. 
:Ik)ngi;sayŝ  support 

ithe idea that 'alhî lleveixpf.cbhffiipt is ac-' 
tually more; harmful to a child's psycho-
logical.Health after-.divorce tliaivis the ac--
tual separatibn of the parentis. . • y ; • 
i,One iis;.thatrchildren from divbrcied 

homes hiave 'mbre behavior problems than 
do those in;which a parent has died. Also, 
childreh.from broken hpmesAvhere there 
is little or̂^ rib a^ing'between the biolog-. 
ical'parerits liaye fewer prbblems than do : 
thp̂ e where conflict exists; ;." - < • ? - r1 

Third, children, who - live in: intact 
homes; where' parents, fight a'. lot%ehave 

^rBYlDlAhff i^EYr^;^^: 
can P i f f l o 'cT 99-vo a nifn Q van 

iDivprĉ /̂;pl£mrier î pufses;;, 

. When'Susan^Rifne's'̂ ye^^ 
eridedy sHe realized she needfê  
attomiey suggested she talk to 

•'.al̂ ;---'.'"/';..̂ , "„-•,.\,\ "• y v;.:J' jyiy-^-^yi'iy-benefits^jand itaxKcaiculations^F 
; Somebrie who understood mphey:;;

 {C(y Most-' are ?accP&ritaritsf certified i f 
': In the world of nbrfault divprces; a new public accoimtante -and certified// 
financial expert has evblved^e-certified f fmah'cial planners. \; •,..{' ' 'fff-. 
divbrce planner.Thei^ire;3©.suih;pljm- ' Girtman~ was a CPA before 

•" hers'across the United'States.̂  • °shfe had three cHirdr̂ ri. She;be-; 
'Rifflejfound Îya H 

fied:.; public aiccoUntant w^̂  
needifbf!-dbcimeritatioh:jfand>p^ 
durii^hfir ov^meS^d^ h(#ctf^| 

.'̂ Therefore; 
rhbught"' 

" fiict ."seems 
througfri'divorcevsituation 
mairiage., But. divorce plus conflict . and my attbraey's infomation;" :r:y emotion ^ d 40, perceht .legal," , " 
woitbgeffier, is like a;4buble whammy for ;• •says Girtm«in, who has.a degree ^ 

in business 'admiiiistfatibri 

. ..f icgai i j ' i c i i u i i c u i\ IAJ. ,1 e p u l i s ouo t ic t i cu j ^ . uuuHociiiig iiianj'.';)^^ 
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l;;:the0mult; tmderatan̂ ^ 
r benefits'Nand„;tax .calculations:; ,»;, 

] areiaccora^ts.i'certified;,;! 
p^blic^acybimtantei^ 
financial planners: 
^sXlirtriiari .;w^|ai:GI^;;beitore^j:i 

ŝheiliad ithreb Jhiidi#i^Sliesbe%« 
! came^ s^a^|^^ 
puthereriei^eslintb'nu^i '̂her^t' 

^mil^Whil^sKeFstillJdid^ 
wqfk diuHrig: tax 'seasbnrher ca-v{ 

?$?fiul?whenehM?Mmag^^27 l̂ 
.years ended; four, years;agp, Girt-; j 
Jinffi?fbund;Sreelff^ 
^bpit^e^iseftpment:^Zlftelp^i 
(hCT$fee l̂̂ gra^ed>disputed,̂  

site;shbw^ a •?.consistent!-.patT.!*j 
i of spendihgT-iising her chil1:^) 

dreh'sih^c^hiarkers to; cblor-'ihH* 
•the-diatab* rH ^ I 

"It has b̂ en said divbrce is 70: 

percent- firiarices;? SO Ipercerit : I 
^tic^^iianO^percentflegaiS ^ ' 
says ,,Girtniani>who. has a (degree-

servbdtb take'thblBMiSto^k./X^ 1̂1 
.̂ v..̂ - ./Girtmany.advises ̂ a\̂ peraqn;;,|̂  
v^c^^i^f^;;idiybrce] l-ib^ tuclf^l^, 

sqnie; mbneyj away,'first to -hel^ 
:;4witliiteriipqra 
,;>date:;.can-tak€^ 
';h jcautipns,;nevef;^ 

'̂ .•afiohv - '•• ̂ ••^/'-Hi.^'A';'.^S|-. 
• ,:/She' reminds'p^ 

,:;-middle -pf divbrce: ribf t^siih^t; 
;/ anything wittout'.h a pro?/ ^ 
•" •• 'feffiiohal;lobk' ;bvek thfe r;papef5; 

, - ','You're never:, going to come^a 

.., only, one pie'to i 

. tV^Sbmetimes;-ffipugh;'it̂  '., 
: ̂ p^cularly sticl̂ ,.; .±) ̂ f ^ ^ f y A q 
* V1; pne:;wbmanr 
:/ her'n'ame hot b'e;used/cail̂  
: Girtoan during ^jdiyqrce ;that;2|'i 
•": ;invbiyieditcbriisider îe^ambî  

,t,. of money.' A stey-atH^ 
with: two ':childreri,^|h^#aht^^ 

., „ ; tied to. ' ^ 5 
--Associated Press ..: • shê soughttĥ 'advice/bf a-di^' 


