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The Education Center of Developmental Resources Inc.
113 E. Van Buren <« Naperville, Illinois 60540 -«

Celebrate the Tradition ~ 20 Years of Service 1979-1999
You can make the difference in the life of a child

Many community services are aimed at alleviating “problem kids”,
including vocational schools, drug treatment centers and juvenile
correctional facilities. The Education Center offers a unique alternative that
gives young people the chance to create and attain goals that will help -
insure their success in school, and in life.

In 1979, The Education Center was founded as a not for profit lllinois
agency with the mission of providing counseling services for young
people. The staff works tirelessly with thousands of children, youth and
families each year. Help comes to those with learning disabilities, lack of
study skills and serious school issues. Hope comes to those attracted to
drug and gang affiliation, facing uncertainty about how to get a job, and
turning to truancy, running away and suicide.

The at-risk young people who enter the doors of the Education Center are
offered a second chance for success in school, and in life. The Education
Center and its Executive Director Dr. Michael Litow have been honored
nationally for the work of changing the lives of many of our communities
“lost” children. We are asking for your help to join us in our effort to help
children and children and young people gain skills that may save their
lives. Be a friend to a kid that needs your love; help to place a student at
your company- with full support of The Education Center staff, scholarship
a student looking for direction; refer someone you know who needs a
hand. Call 630-420-7807 or return the form below. Thank you.

Please cut here and return

| would like to | learn more about mentoring a student. Call me at

| may be able to help place a student at my company. Call me at

| want to help support the work of the program. Enclosed is my tax deductible gift.

Please call me about a young person that needs help:

Name:

City_- State/Zip Code:

"Helping kids succeed not only in school but in life.”



M Dr. Mike Litow
does what parents
should do with their
children: He listens.

udging from responses to last
week's column, a lot of poople
have given up on our kids.

T wrote that 14-year-old Garey
Randle was expelled from Crete-
Monee Middle School for an entire
vear for fighting. The school dis-

trict,, which happens to be in the

throes of an economic crisis, can’t
pay for alternative pro-

And Mark Fearon of Chicago
had this advice: “Get off your
rump and take charge of your
home life or a jury of your peers
will do it for you.”

As cold as this sounds, these
sentiments accurately reflect the
opinions of a lot of people. Thank

goodness there are people around .

like Dr. Mike Litow.

Litow counsels kids like Garey
and others who are deemed trou-
blemakers or underachievers. He
has been at it for 20 years, and
says it is not enough to blame
parents for the growing number of
unruly kids. .

He ought to know.

grams. The mother,
Gloria Yates, can't pay
for an alternative or
private school, either.

That leaves Garey on
the street, heading
down a path that leads
straight to prison or an
carly grave. | argued
that it would be better
for our taxes to go for
intervention now, rath-
er than to pay for pris-
ons later.

Ma A.
MITCHELL

Litow " flunked fourth
grade, was found to
have a learning disabil-

school career was a
teacher’s worst night-
mare. He now works
with learning disabled
kids at Sullivan Ele-
mentary School on the
South Side, and runs a
nonprofit counseling
service, the Education
Center of Developmen-

Boy, did | get an
earful from readers.

“We have another example of a
parent wha, in my opinion, has not
taken their role.serivusly and now
wants the schools, teachers, tax-
payers, etc. to FIX IT!" wrote
l.auren Zaubi of [tasca.

“If we were all more responsible
for our own children and stopped
waiting for someone else to teach
our kids, our society may not be
facing the problem it is,” said
Burnard C. Taylor of Chicago.

tal Resources. The cen-
ter has offices in Naperville and
Oak Park.

“I think everybody wants (o
point the finger of blame,” he said

.during a recent interview at his

Oak Park office. “But we live in a
very violent society. I'm talking
about a society where violence is
almost an acceptable form of he-
havior. Kids emulate that kind of
behavior.”

His clients include the children
of CEOs as well as those who live

ity, and for most of his

in" public housing. In a lot of
instances, money doesn’t matter.
*“I see too many people who want

to phone in their parenting. They -
spend more time in line to buy

Beanie Babies than they will spend
helping their kid with homework,
or talking to their kid,” he said.
There are also learning disabil.
ities that are not detected by
school officials, For example, a

Naperville family turned-to Litow
" after they got tired of hearing

teachers say: “He's a great kid,
but...”

Litow discovered the high school’

junior had attention deficit dlsor-
der.

“] can't say enough about Dr.
Litow,”

son's confidentiality. _

“My son’s problems stemmed
from a lack of self-esteem due to
an undiscovered learning disabil-
ity. Mike was instrumental in
pointing that out, and following up
very closely with the counselors at
school.”

Litow goes even further. He
reaches out to businesses in the
area for donations so that parents
who can’t afford the fees won’t be
turned away. He also uses his
business contacts to find mentors

and jobs for the young people he

counsels.

“T try to establish a relationship
and trust,” Litow said. “The kids
trust me and we talk about every-
thing that s going on in their lives.
Adults will lecture, preach and
sermonize, T listen,

“Qur main thrust is to help kids
stay away from gangs, drugs and
from dropping out of school. We
feel very strongly that if you can

said the mother, who.
asked for anonymity to protect her

give the kid the skills and self-
confidence, that is a lot more effec-
tive than paymg $30,000 a year to
lock them up.’

He is absolutely right about
that.

Parents seeking help, or those
who want to help, can contact the

Thur__sda_y,.May 7, 1998

' Rncu HauSm-‘l
‘“Too many people ... spend more tlme in line to buy Beanie Bables
than they will spend helping thelr kid with homework,’’ says Mike Litow.

Education Center of Devélo; en-

tal Resources at (630) 420-7807.

Mary A. Mitchell is a member of
the Sun-Times editorial board
and writes a column in Sunday'’s
Sun-Times. E-mail: marym@sun »
times.com
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Education Center,
SPYGLASS Partner for Kids

1f you had met Jim when he was a freshman in high
school. you probably would have dismissed him as a
“problem" kid. In fact, lim had problems with the law and
at school. His grades were D's and Fs. He informed his
guidance counselor that when he came of legal age, he
planned to drop out of school. His mother Kathy. a
struggling single parent, had sent jim to almost every
counselor and social services agency in the area. jim's
life changed the day he walked into The Education
Center, a nonprofit agency that helps students succeed
in school and learn job skills through a unique Business
Mentorship Program. Four years later, Jim is a high
school senior getting B's and C's. He plans to go to
college and says he owes his success to Dr. Michael
Litow, Executive Director of The Education Center.

The Education Center assessed Jim's interests, helped
bulld his self esteem, and eventually presented him with
a job opportunity at SPYGLASS, Inc. in Naperville. Jim
orepared a resume and interviewed with both Doug
Zolbeth, President and CEO of SPYGLASS and the

lepartment supervisor. Jim now works in the marketing
lepartment doing anything and everything and is clearly
1 favorite of the staff. )

lim is pleased to work at SPYGLASS and teases
Colbeth about taking over the company when Colbeth
retires. “They treat me like family,” Jim said. “I've played
on their softball team.. gone to the company picnic and
even have my own cubicle with a name plate.”

SPYGLASS Is also pleased with the Business
Mentorship Program. This past year, the company
employed young people in various departments and
have worked in conjunction with the Naperville school
districts. Each student works approximately 10-20 hours
each week. “These kids are a tremendous value,” Colbeth
said. “One young man even built an internal Web site for
our employees to make travel arrangements and do on-
line expense reports.”

Colbeth says other businesses who don't employ
young people are missing out on a wonderful
opportunity. "There's no better way to give back to the
community than to invest in our youth.”

Jim’s outlook on his life has definitely changed since
working with The Education Center and SPYGLASS. He's
now considering studying business and computers in
college. Jim's mother, Kathy (who volunteers at The
Education Center in her spare time) says her life
certainly wouldn't be the same had it not been for these
two chamber members.

You, too, can make a difference in the lives of
Naperville youth by starting a Business/Education
Partnership. See the article about Business/Education
Partnerships on page S.
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af er school
helps turn

‘een around

¥ KAR! ALLEN
raily Herald Staff Writer Feb.1998

.

Jim Trader epitomizes the phrase “attitude
djustment.”

He remembers beignhg Sz:ﬂf:'eslhmar; at
aperville North Hi ool just four years
1go, thinking he knew everyﬂuJ::Z

Adults, of course, knew nothing.

Hev always in the dean's office, always the
»lass clown. And he always talked about drop-
»ing out so he could work full time.

" Those who knew him back then barely recog-
1ize him now.

He's energetic, respectful to adults and dead-
set on graduating from high school. going to col-
leog<§1 gng getting a

Job. .
*To getthere,he's  “These kids
giving up his own
wubicle, computer tend to dwell c:n
and name plate at what they can’t

,%m;‘“‘-“‘ do. We try to

For the fime develop their

Michasel Litow, strengths.”
i0  :randdirector
f the Education ~— Michael Litow
Center of Develop-
mental Resources . :

Inc.inN ille and Oak Park, helped Trader
turn his life around.

“He talked to me like a normal person,”
Trader said. “The first day I met him, he gave
me a business card; I still have it in my wallet
now. :

“It his home number on it, too. How many
counselors give out their home number?”

Trader doesn’t think of Litow as a counselor
any longer, but as his best friend.

A friend who set up an interview for
Trader with Douglas Colbeth, president and
CEO of Spyglass, a company that provides
Internet expertise, software and services to var-
ious companies.

Colbeth met with Trader and offered him a
job as a clerk Trader accepted and has been

shipping, filing and faxing at Spyglass for about
a

He’s not alone. Litow meets with many trou-
bled teens and tries to help them.

These teens often are termed “trouble-mak-
ers,” “slackers” or potential “gang-bangers.”
Many do poorly in school.

They frequently are viewed by society as hav-
ing little value or potential. Litow, however,
sees something in these teens many others
ignore: their strengths.

He discovers their interests, whether it be
business, journalism or art, and finds mentors
in these fields. These leaders talk to or even
interview and hire teens referred to the Educa-

" they tend to not care about school,

" EEN: Cen er|
helps him get §
back on track

Continued from Page 1

do,” Litow said. “We try to develop

their strengths, to get them excited

about life, about themselves.” ISP
The workplace often does just that, B

Litow said. When young people think [

they can’t achieve anything, he said, |

themselves or life. Until, that is, they
find they can be successful.

Now, Trader jokes with Colbeth
that he'll be back, after college, to
take the CEO position. “I'd like to
take Doug’s chair,” Trader said.
“He’s keeping it warm for me.” ¥

That wasn't how he felt when he
first walked through the doors of
Spyglass. He thought his co-workers
would view him as an inexperienced -
kid who didn’t know what he was
doing. “The first couple days, 1 was
scared ... But everyone has gone a8

- above and beyond to be nice to me,”
'I‘xl-:der said. X
return, Trader has simply blos- Sy
somed, Colbeth said. “He’s a won- \?‘ "
derful kid and has so much positive J
energy,” he said. '

“Jim’s one of the most favorite
employees in the company.” -
. And Trader doesn’t want to stop at
just doing his job well. He wants to
give back, both to Litow and Colbeth.

He'd like to be on the volunteer
Jard of the Education Center. He

wants to :gl?e back and talk to
-eenagers who are struggling, let-
ing them know they can change.

a4

s

Above, Jim Trad-
er, a senior at
Naperville North
High School, files
memos at Spy-
glass Inc., an
Internet specialty
company. At left.
Ryan Crockett,
left, stops to cha
with 18-year-old
Trader, who is
one of the comp:
ny's most popul:
employees,
according to pre:
ident and CEO
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€< I have always felt that we need programs for prevention. We need to spend
the money to establish relationships with young people. 99

A KNACK

% Dr. Michael Litow
YOUTH COUNSELOR

wwmud.mﬂummmmo&
last on school

grounds.
“The bottom lne at the conference was that there
needs o be collaboration,” Litow sald. “Educators,

. mental health professionals, police, businesses and
need to collaborate.

A SUN PUBLICATION
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*Part of the day was sddressing
violence in our schools,” Litow said. The fist of causes
changes In fam-

Villages resident earns
national reputation
Jor work as counselor

| o Mike and Mike tilled bis language.
Litow able to connect
From Page 5
Aldd to school six or seven
hours a mdﬁﬁm‘tap
rlencing success, their seif esteem ’
takes a beating, Litow said. who connected with Jack.”
Michelle Donovan was a stodent -

who wasa't experiencing success

whea she was s ot
W eabene Valiy g Schoot
She weat o Liow for some skifl de- -

n
4 think & major lssue Is that kids need someone they
ean go to and confide in. Kids get upset and angry and
they want to show everyone how they feel. They act on

“The probyation office sent us to

" all children. Theyneed to give guid-
"~ 'ance and support wherever they
. can_ Relationships to kids are as im-

portant as location is to real estate.”
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Youth expert Suburban kldS need guldance, too

—

By Bonnie R. Kohout
Senior Staff Writer

Juvenile violence has so permeated

the news in recent years that the shock.

value is wearing off.

Two boys in Arkansas opened fire in
an Arkansas schoolyard. A group of
teens bludgeoned to death a boy riding
his bicycle in Chicago. The male sus-
pects in the recent slaying of a 12-year-
old Chicago girl are Just 7 and 8 years
old.

-+ “Society is more violent;,” said
Michael Litow, a nationally recognized
authority on troubled children and

. teenagcrs. “Kids see it, live it, learn and

experience it,” he said. “Violence -

" becomes acceptable behavior — a way
to respond.” -

Litow spoke Thursday before the La
~ Grange Kiwanis Club. He pointed to
television, movies and some video
games as highly negative influences.

“Everywhere you look there's vio-
lence,” Litow said. “You could write a
handbook on violence just from TV.
There are graphic examples of rape,
molestations and killings. Kids see
thousands of hours of this. Some kids
can’t dlstmgmsh fantasy from reality
and that number is growmg

Litow dispels the notion that juvenile -

crime is confined to cities. As the exec-
utive director of The Education Center
Inc., with offices in Naperville and Oak
Park, he sees many suburban children
with serious behavioral problems.
“Many are impulsive,” he said.
“They’re not good at making decisions.
They go ballistic and. have temper
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tantrums when tlnngs don’t go the way
they want.”

Parents promoting the “good: life for
their children — by giving them money,
expensive toys and clothing — often
attempt to overcompensate with miteri-
al things instead of time, Litow said.

Youngsters who don’t hear parents say -

> once in a while grow up believing
they 11 always get their way, he said.

“These kids lack the abl_llty_to cope.'

., They want instant gratification. Their

attitude is, ‘I want it. I deserve it,” ”
Litow said.
~ So what can be done? |

For schools, Litow recommends get-

- ting tough with students causing serious
problems. Install metal detectors in-
‘buildings and suspend or expel anyone
- caught with a weapon, he said. -

“He'd also like to see more schools
establishing conflict resolution pro-

.Give kids skills

gtams where students leamn to resolve
disagreements without turning to vio-
lence. Schools should identify youths

- who exhibit early signs of behavioral or

emotional problems, he said.

Peer mediation programs have been
started ‘at Hinsdale Central, Hinsdale

South and Lyons Township high
schools Peer mediators are trained to
help deal with student conflicts. If more
assistance is needed, students may be
referred to the school’s guidance depart-

-ment, social workers or deans.

. Such programs are not a panacea, said
Dave Franzen, Hinsdale Ccntral’s assis-

tant principal for student services. The

- programs work well when there’s two

willing participants, he said.
Litow offers this advice to teachers:

Before you teach the kid, reach the’

kid.

“Be acoessible," he said. “Get to

" know each one of the students. Get to

know what makes them tick. Don’t jusi
lookatacollecnvegrmq)of 30 kids. Be

- sensitive.”
Litow says parents must make their

children féel loved, wanted and need-
ed. . R

“Spend some time with them,” he

said. “Talk to them. Listen to them.
Don’t condemn or judge them.” -

As for business community mém- '

bers, Litow recommends that they act

. as mentors to youths, getting involved

with school and comnmnity pro

grams.
. “Take a kid under your wing,” he
. said. “There are all kinds of kids who

need positive direction. Work with
them and teach them personal respon-
sibility, accountability and integrity.

ductive members of society.”

ttmmngtobepro-_
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S ‘Once klds experience success, you see a lot of negntive behavior dlsappear," Mldwel Littow says.

Tribune plnw by [d w-(nu

Getting the meSs__a,’ge

Psychologist Michael Littow's life ié'comie_cti_ng with teens

By Candace Findom

Sreciat 1o nire Trisunk

he cozy two-story, white fiame

house in downtown Nepervile

welcomes guesis with lts wlde

front porch. The Education

Center is the kind of safe,
homey place where crossstitched “IHome
Sweet [lome™ samplera would seem
appropriate,

But here, the sentiments would Hkely
be, “Before you try to learn, you've got
to leamm to try,” “Look ahead and pte-
pare, or Jook behind and regrel,” or “Life
w you a curve — but Jife's lie!™
. These are among Micbae! Littow's
favorite messages, and the teens he
counsels hesr them often. Since 1987,
they have made their way to Littow's
office,  upstairs in the old frnme house,

,to solve problems and alm for goals.

“1 sce a lot of kids from (inner city
neighborhoods] who basicolly deal with
day-today survivel: how. fo make it to
school without getting yoir butt kicked,
or your gym shoes ripped off, or
catching a bullet,” says Littow, who 20
years ago opencd, and still operates, the
original Education Center In Oak Pruk.
“And then [ see kids out here who are
basically great kids, but many of them
are overindulged and have dlifficulty
coping with disappolntment because
everything's given to them.”

The range keeps Littow on his toea.
Because he has worked wilh thousands
of young people, nothing swprises him.
“When 1 think I've heard it all, some:
thing else comes up,” says the psychol-
oglist, who also has been affiliated with
the Chicago Board of Education for 30
years, as a teacher, coordinator, assistant
principal and conswliant. “Whatever I do
hear, we just deal with.”

From Annie (not her. real name), Lif-’

* tow has hcord plenty over the past 18

months, The 16-year-old DuPage Coun
gui is surviving an abusive bac! un
er parents’ bitter divorce and difficult
financial straits. Despite a -high 1Q the
girl's grades and splirits plummeted last
year. Miserable, Annle dreaded school. -

According to het worried mother,
Annfe was bent on fallure. “It came on
gradually end just never picked up,”
says the mother. “I thought It was just
oomelhing she wea galng lhrour.h emo-
tionally. So I walted It nut a 1
but then I bad her evaluated.”

The medice! facitity recommended that
‘Annie see Litlow. Within months, there
wns a positive difference in Annle that
has conttnued.

“l go to & huge high school, and we
don’t have one-on-one relntionships with
our teachers. So 1 didn't feel they were
{nterested enough,” Annle says. “Dr.
Littow's more caring. e doesn't give
advice unless yolt ask for it, whlcg
nice because you go to any adult and
lrey say, Well you should do this nnd
that" ™

Annle responded to what she lerms
Littow's “incredibly positive attitude.”
Today, she has her heart set on.<ollege
end a career in environmental.sludles

aund Is ralsing her grades to get.there. -
So gntrml is Annle’s mother, that she

BaYys,
night.”

“Mike’'s on my prayer st every

Endorsements, and suppart, come from
. tried and true: Love your children for

the business community as well: Over
the years, Littow has béen a feroclous
letter-writer, contacting celebrities and
professionals of all kinds to serve as
menfors, among them the late Bears
owner George Halas; Sam Skinner, for-
mer chlel of stn@ for President Reagan:
and broadcasicer Joan Espostto.

ttle bit,

years ago, such a letter attracted

. Three
.Dougln Colbeth, president and CEQ of

perville's 8 ygiags lne *T was sbso-
lulely eom*é ed to.help Mike out,”
; who has since hired
levenl of unow- young cllents at his
software firm. “Mike has a tremendous
combination of toughiess and compas-
sion. ... He gets kids open {o helping
themselves.” i

Littow described his process as finding
and tapping each student’s talents.

“Yolr can talk about scif-estcem until
you're blue in the face, but once kids
experience success, you see - lot of
negatlve behavior disappear,” Littow
srys. “For many of them, school has

. been a punitive exferlence‘ They're left

asking, ‘Why can't L get this? What's
wrong with me?’ And thsat leads to other
problems.”

Lmow speaks from experience. He

ed 4th grade. At Chicago's Mather
lllfh School, Littow, Class of ‘64, wore
ather ‘jacket and a duckiall helrcut

and .was more or less a “Happy Days™ -
Fonzle-type. :

“1 vacillated between two groups, the
juvenile delinquents and the kids . who
were going to college,’, Littow notes. “But
«l/declded I wanted to, do something !nh

my lIfe”
Littow ‘says the critlcal work s stl
with those kids: the ones on the fence,

-the ones many DuPege area schools refer’

- to him.

For . parenla. Littow prescribes the

who they are. Spend thme with them. Be
supportive and encoursging. Don’t be too
quick with judgment or advice. Listen.

It's what Littow practices at the old
frame house, where he stresses to every
client one last message: “Fatlure 1s not
an opllon
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May 14, 1999

Mr. John Podesta
Chief of Staff

- The White House - .
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue .
Washmgton DC 20500

e: "CltlzenActlon and Rcspons1b111tyPr01ect

Dear John:

_About one year ago, in the wake of the Spnngﬁeld Oregon killings by

student Kipland Kinkel, I wrote to you and Rahm Emanuel proposing a

. White House Summit on "Citizen Action and Responsibility” (enclosed is

my letter of May 22, 1998). At that time, Rahm indicated serious
interest in the proposal and advised me that an. inter-agency committee at

- the Department of Justice was studying it. With the fallout of the

Littleton, Colorado catastrophe last month, the White House organized an
Emergency Summit to deal with the numerous outbreaks of teenage
violence in our schools and communities.

Once again, we believe that a "quick response mechanism" was
necessary. However, just putting on a "show" which focuses on the
entertainment industry may produce the desired headlines and give the
appearance of a serious treatment of the issue involved.. However, it
lacks the necessary mgrcdlents of thoughtful educational and civic
mvolvement we had hoped would be brought into play

With due respect, we still believe that the idea of a Task Force - on szen

~ Action and Civic Responsibility requires some long-term commitments

from the wide range of volunteer organizations which are eagerly
awaiting a. summons or invitation from the President to go to work on a
series of events, workshops and institutional mechanisms to cope with
these new emergen01es and phenomena.

(continued)

A project of The Fund for New Priorities in America
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It is up to you to begin the process. We await your call.

The Foundation for Social Change
171 Madison Avenue, Suite 1006 ® New York, NY 10016 & (212) 685-8848 ® Fax: (212) 685-8970



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

1 June 1998

Maurice S. Paprin

The Foundation for Social Change
171 Madison Avenue

Suite 1006

New York, New York 10016

Dear Mr. Paprin:

Pursuant to our conversation last week, I am confirming that we have received your letter and
that your proposal is being considered. Since our conversation, I have forwarded your letter to
the Justice Department via Cabinet Affairs, In addition, I have indicated that you would like to
be invited to a national public conversation, if and when that opportunity arises. The Justice
Department has already formed an interagency committee to discuss this issue, but again these
conversations are very preliminary.
Thank you once again for the time and effort that you invested in constructing your
recommendations. We are keeping in mind your ideas as we address these issues in coming.
-weeks, but our first priority at this early stage is ensuring that the families in Springfield, Oregon
have the time and support they need to heal.

Sincerely,

_‘]2(4@\ _

R'ahm Emanue
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Board in Formation May 22, 1998

Robert Boehm
Maurice Paprin
Miles Pennybacker Mr. Rahm Emanuel
Stanley Sheinbaum Dq()iuéy_ Chief of Staff
. _ and Counsel '
Stanley We.xtho.m The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
) . Washington, DC 20500
?‘(‘i‘i’zg dc°““°‘l Fax: (202) 456-2530
u ers
Richard Anders Dear Rahm:
Stanley Aronowitz _
Pete.r Bahouth The horrific Oregon killings committed by Kipland Kinkel yesterday is a
David Callahan "bomb burst" that should be a signal to all of the people of the United
Richard Cloward States (and people throughout the world) of a society that may be on the
Jeff Cohen verge of "running amok."
Bill Collins :
Adrian DeWind " I believe that this latest incident should be seen as an opportunity to
Lani Guinier rouse the conscience and the energies of people in every Congressional
Russell Hemenway District, in every village and hamlet, to respond to a call from the
David Hunter President and the First. Lady to meet in Washington, DC on Sunday,
David Kallick _ June 28, 1998 at The White House Emergency Summit on "Citizen
Evelyn Fox Keller - Action and Responsibility."
Mike Miller o
Frances Fox Piven Ea:ly in the first Clinton Administration- (1993), we called on President
Marshall Pomer ‘ Clinton to follow up on his magnificent Little Rock Economic Summit
Marcus Raskin - (held during the transition period prior to his first inauguration) to use °
Michael Shuman his great talent for leadership and innovation for more of such events and
Alice Slater programs.
Edith T‘iger Now I'm suggesting that we convene a small planning meeting in the
Anne Zill . Executive Office Building with volunteer leaders to lay out the
parameters and guidelines for the proposed "Summit.” The date (June
Craie Butl 28) is only a "target" date, and depending on logistics, mobilization of
raig Butler, :

Executive Director
(continued)
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organizations and schedules of key leadership people, can be shifted to July, August or
September, depending on the planning group’s decisions and/or recommendations. I'use the

_ date only as an instrument of impelling people to gather together to meet the sense of crisis
at the earliest possxblc time. _

I also believe that the planning group should cons1der holding simultaneous rallies,
demonstrations and public fora in as many Congressional Districts as possible, with’

Interactive TV and radio hook-ups so that the W1dest and broadest pamc.lpatmn and
communication can be achieved.

This effort and campaign muist be built on the basis of maximum participation and

- involvement of all citizens (and residents) of all ages, races, religions, and communities. It
must involve the people from President Bush’s "Thousand Points of Light," from Ret.
General Colin Powell’s organization, America’s Promise, from President Carter’s Center on
Habitat and Humanity, to President Ford’s Economic Summits, from Ross Perot’'s "United
We Stand," to Lani Guinier’s "Lift Every Voice," from Norman Lear’s "People for the
American Way," to Tikkun’s Dialogues.

With modern technology for communications and databases we can actually reach huge
numbers of people in the 50 states, and the theme should be that everyone should take action
and responsibility for significant changes in our "Quality of Life" and preventing explosions
of killings, terrorist actions and mayhem that has been seen in Oklahoma, Oregon, New
Jersey, Waco, Texas, etc. S

We stand ready to meet next week for beginning this process, depending upon the response
we get from you, President Clinton and the First Lady. I would like to hear what staff you
* have available to initiate this process. Obviously, a prOJect of this scope will require - = -
mobilization. fundmg The Foundation for Social Change is prepared to provide the initial
"seed money" required for the first planning meetings. With White House support, I am -
certain that the additional funding for the White House Summit can be secured from a
number of Foundations and wealthy sponsors.

I am most anxious to get your reaction and response to this ambitious proposal. I would
hope that you could call me back at my office, or at my home over this extended Memorial
Day weckend. My home telephone and fax number are 212/486-7367.

cerely,

Maunce S."Pap ' pc: President William J. Clinton
First Lady Hillary- Rodham Clinton

Tha Taccndatine Fae Carial Chanpe
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“If it Affects the Lives of Children, It’s News to Us”
24 Sixth Street, SE
Washington, DC 20003

Founder, Executive Editor and CEQ: Rachel L. Jones Voice: 1-202-543-5033/1-618-734-0959
Managing Director: Julie A. Newell Fax: 1-202-543-1965/1-618-734-0959

February 4, 1999

Melanne Verveer

Chief of Staff

Office of the First Lady

Old Executive Office Building
Room 100

Washington, D.C. 20502

Dear Ms. Verveer:

My name 1s Rachel Jones, and I’m contacting you with a belated yet sincere "Thank You"
for taking time last Spring to review my business plan for The Child Wire, Inc. News Service. |
later learned that you had passed it along to Nicole Rabner, who contacted me for more
information.

[ was truly grateful that you considered it important enough to refer to Nicole, and so I'd
like to update you on the project’s current status. Managing Director Julie Newell launched the
first Child Wire, Inc. newsletter last October, and the company was officially incorporated in
November. As you’ll see in the enclosed newsletters, I have also launched a media consultancy
division, and have started working with organizations to help them develop their media strategies.

Since we last corresponded, I have joined National Public Radio as a Science Desk

correspondent. 1 specialize in stories about health, behavior, research and development of children.

I was asked to join NPR because Senior Editor Anne Gudenkauf had heard about the Child Wire,
and wanted to forge a collaboration. When the Child Wire is launched, NPR will be an exclusive
distribution outlet for our news stories.

While attending the "Responding to Child Maltreatment" conference sponsored by the
Children’s Hospital in San Diego last week, I had the privilege-a meetmg Deputy Attomey
General Eric Holder. He shared information abo ing ¥
Children and Violence, and promised to keep meMnformizxtabout plans for the meeting. I'd like to
develop a list of story ideas that could air on NPR before and during the conference.

7

-,



Melanne_ Verveer
Page 2

But I’'m also contacting you to offer my help in developing a panel on the media’s
involvement n the crucial issue of protecting children from violence. I've spent the past few years
emphasizing the importance of sustained, comprehensive reporting on these issues, but to date,
mainstream media thinks it” "news" only if a child is murdered or commits a crime. I think the
Child Wire, Inc. News Service is the ultimate solution to that problem, but until it is up and
running, it’s important to engage other media’s participation.

I’d be happy to talk more about the Child Wire with you or conference organizers, at
your convenience. As I expressed last year, Mrs. Clinton remains an important role model and
nspiration for me in this endeavor, and I would be honored to have her input. In the meantime,
please review the Child Wire, Inc. Newsletter and let me know what you think. Once again, thank
you so much for your interest in the Child Wire, and 1 hope to have the opportunity to work with
you in the future.

Sincerely,

Fodd(ora

Rachel Jones
Child Wire, Inc./National Public Radio
(202) 414-2784
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If 1t Affects The Lives of Children, It's News To Us!

October, 1998

Welcome To Child Wire, Inc.

Meet Our Editor

Rachel L. Jones is
Founder and Executive
Editor of The Child
Wire, Inc. News Service,
with a planned launch of
1999.

In  March of
1997, Jones received a
grant from the Annie E.
Casey Foundation to
research and develop the
Child Wire, Inc. project.

The Child Wire, Inc. will produce news,

features and investigations about social policy
pertaining to children and a broad range of issues from
childcare to parenting to juvenile justice. The agency
will be headquartered in Washington, D.C.

In this issue...

Welcome to Child Wire, Inc.

What We Are About—The Child Wire, Inc. Mission
Children’s Policy And The Media

For More Information, Call: 1-202-543-5033

Or E-Mail Us At: Rachella35@aol.com

From 1994 to 1997, Jones was a National
Cormrespondent  with  Knight Ridder Newspapers
Washington Bureau, where she reported on children and
family 1ssues. From 1992 until 1994, jones was a
feature writer/ health columnist at the Detroit Free Press
Newspaper. She has been an investigative reporter and
a local reporter, as well as a freelance writer and
columnist, for publications including the St. Petersburg
Times, The Chicago Reporter and Newsweek
Magazine. '

In May of 1997, Jones was named a Senior
Research Associate at George Washington University's
Center for Communitarian Policy Studies. Most
recently, Jones was a Distinguished Speaker at Yale
University’s Bush Center for Child Development and
Social Policy, and is currently working for National
Public Radio (NPR) as a correspondent.

Jones is also Past President of the Journalism
and Women Symposium (JAWS), and a Board Member
of the National Capitol Area YWCA. She is the
Washington Editor for the Delta Airlines Shuttle Sheet
Magazine.

The Child Wire, Inc. Mission

The mission of Child Wire, Inc. News Service 1s to
become the definitive source of news pertaining to and




affecting children. We will provide news on such a
consistent basis that it adds depth, breadth and context
to the coverage of issues impacting children.

Our journalists can provide in-dépth reporting
on broad topics that affect the growth and development
of children in the United States and around the world.
These topics include education, health social policy,
child protection, criminal justice child abuse, adoption,
parenting and child care. In addition, Child Wire, Inc.
expects to be the premier medium for positive, solution-
oriented news stories about young people.

As news services become more customized to
individual readers’ tastes, Americans will demand more
from journalism than the daily fare of body counts and
political machinations. They are especially interested in
the well-being of American children, whether or not
they are adequately cared for, educated and prepared for
the future. The following goals will help Child Wire
Inc. achieve its mission:

* To add depth and context to news stortes about
children’s issues;

* to inform the public of ongoing changes in social
policy that will impact America’s children;

* to heighten the level of debate over whose role it is to
find solutions: government's, communities’ or
individuals’;

* to intensify the focus on the millions of American

children who are doing WELL, and who are making an
effort; :

* to put a sharper focus on national, state and local
services for children and to track the impact of shifts in
child welfare policy;

* to give children and youth an appropriate voice in
society; and

* to help newspaper journalism strengthen its
commitment to communities, future readers and to the
integrity of its product.

Child Wire, Inc. will wrack and report on
current events that “affect children. Based in
Washington, D.C., the news service will cover news
from coast to coast. Qur staff of journalists and
freelance writers will scour the country for ideas that

not only raise the level of debate-over policies that
impact our children, but also presents the data from a
positive and informative perspective. Readers of Child
Wire, Inc. articles will find solution-oriented reporting
where the reader can be both informed and engaged.

Our services will include coverage of breaking news,
feature stories, database access to archived stories and
press releases. Child Wire, Inc. will cover breaking
news in order to establish credibility in the industry as
the leader in news that affects children. However, it is
our feature stories, investigative series and analysis
columns which will give readers the detail and the
knowledge that will enable them to be informed about
these issues, and allow them to become involved in
creating solutions. Press release services will be offered
to non-profit entities seeking to communicate
information throughout the country.

Children’s Policy and The Media

During the past decade, public interest in
children’s issues has reached an unprecedented level.
More and more programs have been launched to focus
on the importance of the first years of life, and on what
families and communities can do to promote children’s -
healthy development and school preparedness. We
cannot afford to enter a new millennium paying mere
lip service to the fate of children.

The statistics on child well-being in America
offer the most dramatic proof of the need for a
children’s news service. Child poverty, malnutrition,
abuse and neglect continue to skyrocket in the most
prosperous nation in the world, yet we often seem either
numb or powerless to help.

Our goal at Child Wire, Inc. is to establish a
medium to build resources to help parents nurture,
support and build a better future tor their children. We
want to serve as a bridge between American families,
communities, bureaucracies and corporations; to be part
of the movement to motivate family and community
action to ensure children’s healthy development and
stimulate school readiness. By combining state of the
art technology with traditional news media, Child Wire,
Inc. ains to establish the standard by which all others
in this field will follow.
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1-202-543-5033/1-618-734-0959
(Faxes) 1-202-543-1965/1-618-734-0959

Washington, DC 20003

If It Affects The Lives Of Children, It’s News To Us!

PLANTING A TREE FOR CHILDREN.....
By Rachel L. Jones, Founder and CEO

In their joint New York Times column last
December, former Presidents Jimmy Carter and
Gerald Ford began by stating that it was an act of
faith for old men to plant trees, knowing that they
might not be around to see them grow tall and
strong.

In this issue...

Children’s Research Issues

The Child Wire, Inc. Media Consulting Division
For More Information: Call or Fax 1-202-543-
5033, 1-202-543-1965 or 1-618-734-0959

Or E-Mail us at: Rachella35@aol.com

Congratulations to The Child Wire, Inc.

Managing Director, Julie Newell, on being

selected by the National Education Association to

serve on NEA’s National Paraeducator Task

Force. The group will be responsible for

developing career continuums and guidelines for

paraeducators, and will develop a question-and-

response brochure on the impact of IDEA-97-The

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
- ]

'e%)’

Theirs was a reasoned, articulate call for
reconciliation and healing from the acrimonious,
painful proceedings on Capitol Hill, but I was most
impressed by that eloquent beginning. In writing
that column, they sought to instill some equilibrium,
something that would banish the discord and
bitterness that has enveloped Washington this past
year—in fact, for the past several years. They were
acknowledging that their proposal might not come to
pass, or that they might not be around to see it come
to fruition, but they believed it was an effort worth
making,.

There’s a lesson for me, and for all of us, in
that simple declaration of faith. The seed for The
Child Wire, Inc. News Service was planted in my
mind in June of 1996, and in hindsight, it seems as
if my life and career were preparing me to receive
that idea! Nearly three years later, 1've learned a
great deal about what faith really means, and how
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committing to an idea calls for a focus and purpose few
of us come into this world equipped with.

I’ve been inordinately fortunate to have spent
the past few years in Washington, having a close-up
view as America’s Social Contract was being re-written.
I’ve had the tools to analyze that process with an eye to
how it would affect America’s children. I've met with
and learned from some of America’s greatest thinkers
in that realm, people who are focused and committed to
finding solutions for the challenges America’s children
face. 1 have been supported by organizations like the
Children’s Defense Fund, The Annie E. Casey
Foundation, the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation,
The Communitarian Network, The Zero to Three
Foundation, and many other groups and individuals
who believe in my idea and who want to see it come to
life.

In short, I have planted a tree, one that with the
proper care and nurturing attention, will thrive. The
need for a news service focusing on children’s issues is
clear and uncontested. 1 have stepped out on faith, and
I’'m willing to do what it takes to make it happen. I
would appreciate your feedback and support, as I keep
on working toward the goal of creating The Child Wire,
Inc. News Service.

Children’s Research Issues

By Leasia Hill, Abbott Laboratories

The Child Wire,
Inc. recognizes that those
committed to the welfare
of children are a people
powerfully motivated, not
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just to finding answers to their questions, but to
translating those answers into solutions that will
positively affect children’s lives. Therefore, we
are committed to bringing the results of
significant breakthroughs in child-related
research in developments in education and
medicine to our readers.

As a research scientist, 1 can attest that
there’s so much important research going on at any
given time, it is often hard to keep track of it. The
subject areas are diverse, ranging from the molecular
cell level of discovering a certain gene sequence
coding for a particular protein, to the behavioral
sciences of understanding psychological causes of
behavioral patterns. With so much research going
on, it’s hard to stay abreast of the latest findings
without being buried by an avalanche of
information. It will be our job to help you sort
through the mountainous news web to find clear,
understandable facts.

Throughout the coming year, The Child
Wire, Inc. will follow general interest, child-related,
research results on topics like Attention Deficit
Disorder (ADD), childhood obesity, allergic
diseases, vaccinations, and birth defect causes. I’ve
chosen these topics because of the large number of
children they affect, and their significance on
decisions and policies the nation will make regarding
the care and education of its’ children.

Over the past decade, growing public
attention has been given to the syndrome of
Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) and Attention
Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD). ADHD is
psychologically-based, and encompasses
inattentiveness, impulsivity, and motoric overactivity
that is estimated to affect approximately five percent
of children. In 1998 alone, well over 70
ADD/ADHD study results were collected on the
National Institutes of Health’s National Center for
Biotechnology Information database service, called
PubMed MEDLINE.

These studies looked at therapeutic
questions dealing with drug efficacy, long-term dose
side effects, and the psychological response by
children to their drug therapy treatment program.
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Other studies concentrated on testing the accuracy and
precision of the tools used to diagnose children with
ADD/ADHD. Still other research focused on studying
the brain activity of ADHD patients with the hopes of
finding new treatment options.

On the rise in the United States, and destined to
become a national health concern, is the prevalence of
childhood obesity. According to an article entitled
‘Childhood Obesity, Adipose Tissue Distribution, and
the Pediatric Practitioner’ written by Amold H. Slyper
from the Medical College of Wisconsin-Milwaukee,
obesity is the most common cause of abnormal growth
acceleration in childhood This includes early puberty
and menarche in girls, and delayed or early puberty in
males. Other pediatric problems on the rise associated
with obesity being seen are hypertension, orthopedic
disorders, gall bladder disease, high cholesterol levels
and sleep apnea.

Increasingly, health care professionals believe
these issues need higher placement on the public
agenda. In their article ‘Childhood and Obesity: Future
Directions and Research Priorities’, James O. Hill and
Frederick L. Trowbridge state the action needed to
“stem the epidemic of childhood obesity. . .will require
a prioritization of research into the etiology, treatment
and prevention of childhood obesity.”

Allergy research is another field with important
implications for children. A recent article in Allergol
Immunopathol (Maar) 1998 May-June: 26(3):90-7,
written by Barcelonan authors Eseverri, Cosso, et al
states that “An increase in allergic diseases in Western
Societies has been observed in all epidemiological
studies.” According to the authors, “asthma, rhinitis,
atopic dermatitis as manifestations of allergic diseases
are increasing.” Their data is inconclusive about risk
factors. However, one thing that their evaluation of 200
children found is that *“63.5% were exposed to
smoking, and all of the patients were from urban and
urban-industrial areas.”

Other news in the area of allergy-related
research has to do with asthma, and advances in treating
this condition. For example, a study reported in
Pediatrics (May 1998); 101(5):831-6, called ‘Impact of
Education for Physicians on Patient Outcomes’, by
Clark, Gong, et al, found that asthma subjects on
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inhaled corticosteroids treated by doctors trained in
this interactive seminar program had “significantly
fewer symptoms, fewer follow-up visits,
nonemergency physician office visits, emergency
department visits, and hospitalizations.”

However, keep in mind that there is a
significant problem with inhaled corticosteroids for
the child. In an article in Acta Paediatr 1998 entitled
‘Influence of Inhaled Corticosteroids on Growth: A
Pediatric Endocrinologist’s Perspective’, D.B. Allen
says there is evidence that “strongly suggests that,
when consistently administered at moderate doses,
inhaled corticosteroids are capable of slowing
growth in children.” Allen makes recommendations
for designing studies that would investigate the
effects of drugs on growth.

These are just a few of the emerging fields
of research and study that we at The Child Wire,
Inc. will be tracking and reporting on for you. We
believe it will help raise awareness of American
children’s vulnerability in the field of research and
science, and help fill in the gaps of vital information.

The Child Wire, Inc.
Launches Media Consulting
Division

The Child Wire, Inc. Founder and CEO
Rachel L. Jones has announced an exciting new
venture for this budding enterprise. Beginning
in January, Jones will offer her services as a
media consultant for organizations seeking to
elevate the critical issues facing American
children.
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In conjunction with The Child Wire, Inc.
Managing Director, Julie Newell, Jones has developed
a formal media consulting division of The Child Wire,
Inc., in which she will help organizations develop
strategies for engaging the media’s interest in, and
understanding of, children’s issues. Working under
The Child Wire, Inc. banner, Jones will continue her
efforts to raise funding for The Child Wire, Inc. News
Bureau in Washington.

In recent months, Jones has mined her years of
reporting experience by advising organizations on
methods of interacting with the media. In October, she
moderated a panel on family issues for the
Stanton/Anthony Conversation at the University of
Rochester, New York, and in November headed a panel
on breastfeeding policy for the UCLA Center for
Children and Families. Also in November, she served
on media outreach panels for the United Way’s Success
by Six Program and The Coalition for America’s
Children. In early December, Jones was an opening
plenary speaker for the Zero To Three National
Training Institute, and joined a panel discussion on
media strategies the following day.

Among other activities in 1999, Jones will
address the National Head Start Training Institute and
the International Lactation Consultants’ Association.
She will also continue her work with National Public
Radio, where she works as a correspondent on the
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Science Desk, reporting on health, development and
behavioral issues affecting children.

Children’s issues have achieved their highest
profile in recent years, and Jones has been uniquely
positioned to chart this growing awareness. As a
former National Correspondent for Knight Ridder
Newspapers’ Washington bureau, Jones covered
Children and Family issues for three years. She
began in October of 1994, just as the terms
“Contract with America” and “Welfare Reform”
entered the nation’s consciousness. She reported
extensively on policy issues like Social Security
Insurance disability coverage for children, child
support enforcement, school nutrition, and the
Family and Medical Leave Act.

Jones developed the idea for The Child
Wire, Inc. News Service in 1996 after seeing more
and more programs being launched to focus on the
importance of the first years of life. In 1997 she was
awarded a $20,000 research and development grant
from the Annie E. Casey Foundation.

She is working to finalize a formal
fundraising presentation, and will continue to seek
funding for The Child Wire, Inc. throughout the
coming year.

Our goal is to establish a medium to build
resources to help parents nurture, support and create
abetter future for their children. 'We want to serve as
a bridge between American families, communities,
bureaucracies and corporations; to be part of the
movement to motivate family and community action
to ensure children’s healthy development and
stimulate school readiness.

To learn more about how Rachel L. Jones
can help your organization develop a sound media
strategy, contact The Child Wire, Inc. Managing
Director Julie Newell by phone or fax at (618) 734-
0959.




May 21, 1999

Donna A. Gaftney

Director, Center for Women and Children at Risk
Columbia University

617 West 168™ St. Room 202

New York, NY 10032

Dear Ms. Gaffney,

We are sorry that we could not invite you to participate in the conference “Children,
Violence and Responsibility.” However, we do appreciate you expressing an interest to get
involved in the program, and we hope you will be part of the national campaign to prevent youth
violence as it moves forward.

I look forward to working with you as this national campaign progresses.

Sincerely,

Neera Tanden ‘
Senior Policy Advisor to the
First Lady !



DR. DONNA GAFFNEY
S5-3-99

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF NURSING

T T







COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF NURSING
Neera Tanden
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

May 3, 1999

Dear Ms. Tanden,

| have been most impressed with the President's approach to the horrific school shooting
at Columbine High School. He was absolutely right when he stated on Friday, "We should
recognize the simple truth that there is no simple, single answer." 1 would very much like to
participate in the May 10th session on "Children, Violence and Responsibility.” 1 have over
twenty years experience working with children in violent settings and dealing with them after
traumatic events (Pan Am 103, the Gulf War, murders and street violence). | also conduct
research on how the media aftects children, in fact, | have just finished an article for the Casey
Center for Children and Families on the danger of journalists talking to children, on camera and
off, following a traumatic event. 1 have a doctorate in child mental health, my resume is enclosed
tor your consideration.

Several years ago | worked on a teen suicide prevention project with Dr. David Shatter at
the New York State Psychiatric Institute. We used a very comprehensive model to identity
tactors that can lead to violence (either self-directed or directed towards others) asid the solutions
that can be applied at each stage ot the child's development. As you know. children don't just
become violent over night, it is a long process beginning with factors that influence early
childhood development, followed by environmental influences and finally, the "catalyst" factors
that set a violent chain of events into action. Like a puzzle, each of these stages has to have the
violence-producing ingredients in order to culminate in a violent act. It is not hopeless, and 1
refuse to believe the explanation that there are just "evil" people. There is something we can do at
each one of those developmental stages, whether we are parents, teachers, clergy, or in the
entertainment and communications fields. The key is to link all of these influences and to see how
they fit "on the same page." 1 think it is exactly the approach to use for this very important
grassroots effort. _

Because I am a clinician who spends a great deal of time talking to children, as well as a
researcher, | have heard their concerns firsthand, whether they live in an urban setting where
violence seems to be a part of their everyday lives or children who are survivors of one time
violent events. 1 would welcome the opportunity to share my experience and suggestions with
you and the other members of this strategy session.

Very truly yours,

Do—e

Donna A. Gaftney, RN, DNSc, CS, FAAN

Director, Center for Women and Children at Risk
Columbia University

617 West 168th St. Room 202

New York, New York 10032

Phone: 212-305-3189 E-mail: dagl@columbia.edu
(Home) 908-464-7328

Locanon: YT AVest 1O8th Sticer Faxo 212-305-0037
Muiling Adedress: 630 West 108th Street New York, NY 10032
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CURRICULUM VITAE

DONNA AMAN GAFFNEY

57 Winchip Road, Summit, New Jersey 07901

Phone: 908-464-7328_ Fax: Y08-464-0288. Pager: 1-908-703-8295

Columbia University, Georgian Building, Room 202, 617 West 168th St.. NY . NY 10032

EDUCATION:

Sept 1998-
June 1999

June, 1998

Sept. 1996-97

Sepl. 198K-89

June 1986

May 1977

May 1972

May 1970

Post-graduale

Certificate

Fellowship

Certificate

Doclorate

Master of
Science

Master of
Arts

Bachelor of
Science

Phone: 212-305-31%8Y, Fax: 212-305-6937

International Trauma Studies Program at New York University.
Ehrenkranz School ol Social Work. New York, NY

Mapping the Maze ol Children's Health
Annie B. Casey Center for Children and lamilies, University of Maryland

Prudential Fellowship for Children and the News
Graduate School of Journalism, Columbia University. NY

Rudin Research Scholar. Columbia University, New York

Research Associate. Department of Child Psyvchiatry. Columbia
University, P.1.. David Shaffer, M.D.. "Help-Seeking Behaviors in
Adolescents at Risk for Suicide and Depression”

University of Pennsvlvania, School of Nursing, Philadelphia
Concentration: Child Mental Health and Cognitive Development (School
ol Education)

Dissertation: Factors  Associated  with  the  Perceived
Causes of Health and Illness in Children and Adolescents

Rutgers, The State University, The Graduate School, New
Brunswick, NJ

Advanced Psvchiatric-Mental Health Nursing ol Children and Families
Emphasis on clinical experience in group (acilitation. individual
counseling. systems, child and Ffamily therapy. Thesis: The EfTects ol a
Simulation Game on Pediatric Health Care Personnel

Teachers College, Columbia University. New York., NY
Department  of Human Development
Concentration: Child Cognitive Development

Hunter College. City University ol New York. NY
Nursing Science

LICENSURE AND CERTIFICATIONS:
Prolessional licensure:New Jersev: NR 33072

New York: 194328-1
ANA Clinical Specialist, Advanced Adult Psvchiatric Mental Health Nursing, 040474-01
NJ. Society for Clinical Specialists in Advanced Psvchiatric Mental Health Nursing
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner, University of Pennsvlvania, 1995

Certihication:
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EMPLOYMENT:
1986 - Present Assistant Professor, Chnical Nursing, Columbia University.
School of Nursing, New York, NY
Director, Center for Women and Children at Risk (1997-)
Teaching faculty. graduate and doctoral programs:
Courses: Human Development 1. 1I: Research: Theory Development:
Group Theory: Clinical Supervision for Group Psychotherapy
Coordinator. The Sexual Assault Examiner Program (1995-)
Director. Entry To Practice Program (1994-98)
Faculty of 23, 125 students. redesigned curriculum , teaching
Director, Graduate Psychiatric Mental Health Nursing (1987-1993)
Administered 12 laculty, 75 graduate students
1992 - 199G Consultant, Children's Specialized Hospital. Mountainside, NJ.
Psychiatric haison for stalf, children and families.

1977 - Present Consultant and Psychotherapist to individuals. educational and community systems
Primary Focus: Child development, trauma, communication, crisis
intervention. loss and bereavement. Expertise with children and lamilies
who have experienced or witnessed trauma (Pan Am Flight 103
bombing, the Challenger explosion. the Gult War. accidental death,
violence and suicide in schools and communities)

1984 - 1985 Assistant Professor. Joint appomtment Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital

and Rutgers University. Newark, NJ
Psychiatric liaison
1981 - 1983 Clinical Specialist, Substance Abuse Evaluation Unit. Fair Oaks Hospital,
Summit, NJ

1977 - 1980 Assistant Professor, Rutgers. The State University. Newark, NJ
Undergraduate and Graduate courses: Life Span I, II: Clinical
Supervision in Group . Individual Psychotherapy

1972 - 1973 Director, Child Life Program: Psychiatric liaison for Pediatrics and Dept of

Psvchology Monefiore Hospital, Bronx. NY
1970-1971 Stalt chnician. Pediatric ICU: New York Hospital - Cornell University, NY, NY

AWARDS & HONORS:
Outstanding Community Service Award, Crime Victims Treatment Center, 1999
St. Luke's-Roosevelt Medical Center. New York
Finalist. Presidential Teaching Award. Columbia University (1996, 1997)
Dorothy and Thomas O'Neil Distinguished Faculty Award for Teaching (1994)
Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing (elected October 1990)

Outstanding Young Women of America - NJ Honoree (1983).
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University of Pennsylvania, Appointment by Dean to Search Committee for first Endowed Chair
in Psychiatric Nursing (1982).

Hunter College, Cum Laude (1970).
Sigma Theta Tau (1970), Honor Society.

ORGANIZATIONS:

American Orthopsychiatric Association, 1977-
Reviewer, 1993
Association for the Care of Children's Health, 1972-
Casey Journalism Center for Children and Families, 1996-
Non-journalist member of national network of journalists
Commnussion on Cancer Research. State ol NJ
Psychosocial Advisory Group. 1993-
Commonwealth Fund Commission on Women's Health, 1994
International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies. 1998-
New York City Task Force on Teen Pregnancy Prevention, 1996-
New York City Rape Crisis Coalition, 1996-
National Council for Research on Women, 1994-
National Council for Women's Health, 1994-199%
Board of Directors, 1995-98
New Jersey Association of Women Therapists. 1981 -

CONSULTATIONS: (selected, full hsting available)

PBS. Channel 13 (WNET).
Children's Health Project. June, 19931996
Consultant, Grandma's House, television series for Pre-schoolers
Women's Health Project. 1994-present
Development committee, Women's Health-A-Thon
Content specialist and guest, pilot episodes of "Health in Qur Hands"
Cabrini High School. New York, NY 1993
Violence prevention, conllict resolution and personal development course
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS
Program Development for Aids Awareness in High Schools. 1993, New York, NY
Irvington, NJ High School Peer-Mentoring Program, 1991
Issues related to Gulf War, crisis and conflict
Consultant to faculty
Group leader: High School peer leaders
WWOR, Universal Nine Network. January 1991
Consultant: Persian Gulf crisis and young people's understanding ol war (development
of public service announcement series)
Department ol Health and Human Services. Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion,
1988
Gave testuimony for "Health Objectives for The Year 2000"
"Suicide Prevention in Adolescents"
National Committee for Prevention of Youth Suicide. 1986
Planning committee lor First Annual NJ State Conference. 1987
Association for Retarded Citizens, Union County, 1986-1989
Developed groups for families



Donna Aman Gaffney Page 4

American Cancer Society. Union County. 1976-1980
Developed groups for parents and children

INTERVIEWS:

American Health, March, 1995
Interviewed for article "The Best Wav 1o Talk to Your Doctor"
The New York Times July. 1994
Interviewed for article "Mothers, Daughters and the Pain of Breast Cancer”,
Working Mother. 1994
Article on parental understanding of adolescent relationships
Child, Oclober. 1991
Interviewed lor article on children's grief
Woman's Day Guide to Raising Healthy and Happy Kids. Fall. 1990
Interviewed for article on children's fears " Mommy, Can That Happen to Me?"
Child . May 1989
Interviewed lor articles on children's grief
Children's Ixpress, February 1986
Interview addressing children's reactions to Challenger crisis
Today, The National Broadcasting Company. January 1986
Interview discussing children's reactions to the explosion of space shuttle, Challenger

PUBLICATIONS:

Gaffney, D. (1977). Pediatrix: A Simulation Game. Published by author.

Galney, D. (Co-editor). (1977, October). "Health Column." Simulation-Gaming News.

GalTney. D. (1981, October). "Two Views of the Child's Cognitive Development."
Psvchology, Vol. ¥, No. 3.

Teaching of

Galtney. D. (Editor-Rewriter). (1984). "Adolescent Health Care" Module. March of Dimes,
White Plains. NY.

Gaftney, D. (1988, February). "Death in the Classroom: A Lesson in Life." Hohstic Nursing
Practice. Vol. 2, No. 2.

Gaffnev, D. (1988, April). The Seasons of Grief: Helping Children Grow through Loss. New
York: New American Library.

Lamb. F.. Dunne-Maxim. K.. & Gallney. D. (1990). "Postvention for Educational Systems." In
Rotheram-Borus. M.. Bradley. J.. & Obolensky. N. (Eds.). Planning to Live: Evaluating and
Treating Suicidal Teens in Community Settings. Tulsa, OK: University of Oklahoma Press.

Gaflney, D., Jones, E.. Dunne-Maxim, K. (1992). "Support Group Issues for Sibling Survivors
Following A suicide in the Familyv." CRISIS. January.

Gaflnev. D.(1993) Sudden Infant Death Syndrome. Loss and Bereavement, New Jersey Medicine.
Summer.
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Gaffnev. D. (1996) Group Therapy for Children. in S. Lego (Ed) American Handbook
ol Psychiatric Nursing. Philadelphia: JB Lippincoll.

Gallney, D. (1996) Individual Therapy with Children, in S Lego (Ed) American Handbook
of Psvchiatric Nursing. Philadelphia: JB Lippincott.

Gaffney, D. (1996)Bereavement Counseling with Children and Adolescents in S. Lego (Ed)
American Handbook of Psychiatric Nursing. Philadelphia: JB Lippincott.

Gallney, D. (1995 - 1999) Commentary, APNScan, Connecticut: Psymark Communications.
Commentary and opinion pieces on research

Gaftey, D. (1996) Talking to Children about HIV/AIDS, Books Recommended for Children.
Adolescents and therr Parents, Teachers and Friends. In L. Zuchter. 1996 AIDS Awareness
Ontario. Canada: Graphicorp.

Gallney, D. (1997) Interviewing Children. A Guide for Journalists. Columbia University Graduate
School of Journalism Web site, http://children jrn.columbia.edu

Gaftney, D. (1997) Community Based Sexual Assault Intervention Programs. _Sexual Assault
Reports, | (September)

Gallney. D. (1997) Sexual Assault Prevention: is it ever (00 young 100 start? Sexual Assault
Reports. 2 (December).

Gaftney, D. (1998) Educating Judges about Sexual Assault: I only it were that easy. Sexual
Assault Reports. 6 (July/August).

Gallney. D. (1999) Television and Sexual Behavior: A Lesson in Coercive Sex for the Prime Time
Audience. Sexual Assault Reports. 2, (3) (January-February).

Gallney. D. (1999) Marketing Mental Health Services. In Shea. C.. (Ed) Advanced Praclice
Nursing in Psychiatric and Mental Health Care. St. Louis: Mosby.

Gallney, D. (1999) A Psychologist Advises Reporters on Interviewing Traumatized Children. The
Children's Beat, Reporting on Social Issues in America. Adelphi.MD: Casey Journalism Center
for Children and Families, University of Marvland College of Journalism. Spring, 1999

GalTney. D. (1999) Interviewing Children, How to Capture Their Words and Tell Their Stories.
The Children's Beat. Reporting on Social Issues in America. AdelphiMD: Casey Journalism

Center for Children and Families. University of Maryland College of Journalism. Fall, 1999,

Gaftney, D. The Influence of Cognitive Development and Illness Expertence on Child and
Adolescent Conceptions of Physical Health and Illness. (submitted)

Galfney, D. Making the Journey Less Perilous for School Aged Girls in Washingtlon Heights.
(submitted)

Galtney, D. Teaching Primary Providers How (o Assess Sexual Assault Survivors, (submitted)

FUNDED PROGRAMS AND RESEARCH:
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Principal Investigator
The Influence of Television and Adolescent Sexual Decision Making
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development
(Submitted Feb. 1. 1999)
Pilot work: December , 1998

Principal Investigator
Practitioner Collaboration: A Strategic Task Force for Treating Sexual Assault Survivors
The National Institute ol Justice
{To be resubmitted. 7-99)

Consultant
Prevention of Depression i Post-Miscarriage Women. The National Institute ol Mental
Health (submutted 11-1-9¥)

Co-Investigalor
A Multimedia Intervention for Sexual Assault Survivors
The National Victims Center for Research and Treatment
Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston. South Carolina
Principal Investigator: Heidi Resnick, PhD.
(To be resubmitted. 7-99)

Project Direclor:
Primary Care Providers as Examiners ol Sexual Assault Victims
The New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services (7-1-97 (o 6-30-98) $30.000
New York State Department ol Health. Violence Against Women Act
(3-1-9% 10 2-28-00)

Project Director and Principle Investigator:

"Girls and Problem Solving: Using Children's Literature as a Role-Modeling
Experience.”
American Association of University Women (6-93 to 5-94)
The Prudential Foundation (Y-96-6-97)

Program Direclor:

Scholar. Tutor, Athlete, and Role Model (STAR) Program
The Commonwealth Fund (7-1-94 to 6-30-95)
The Valentine Perry Fund (7-1-94 to 6-30-93)

Principal Investigator:
"Child and Adolescenl Conceptuahzations ol Mental Health and IIness"
Columbia University (7-1-93 1o 6-30-94)

Principal Investigator:

"Factors Associated With the Perceived Causes of Health and llness in Children"
Sigma Theta Tau (1983)
National Association of Pediatric Nurse Associales and Practitioners (1983)

Consultant to Adolescent Suicide Prevention Study. New York State Psychiatric Institute. PI:
David ShafTer.
Center for Disease Control. (198&-89)
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PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION:

The Sexual Assault Examiner Program
First training programs in NYS. part of pilot program [or statewide implementation by
the Division ol Criminal Justice Services, New York
Program Designer and Director (1996-)

Scholar. Tutor. Advocate, and Role Model (STAR) Program
Program lor Urban Adolescents providing Enrichment. leadership. health education
Program Director (1994-6)

Growing Heroines: The Girls Bibliotherapy Project
Use ol Children's hterature to enhance role modeling, leadership. problem-solving in voung girls
Training and supervision of graduate students as group facilitators
Program Director (1993-)

RESEARCH :

The Effect of Student Activism on HIV/AIDS Awareness and Education (1995-)
Advisor to the Kids Care AIDS-Network and website

Children's and Adolescent's Responses to Violent Events: An analysis of problem solving and help-
seeking behavior. PI (In Progress).

"Children's literature:  An analysis of crisis. conllict and problem solving skills.
and The Heroine in Children's Literature. PI (In Progress)

"Crists Behaviors in School-Aged Children as Identihied by Educators " 1986

"Factors Associated With the Perceived Causes of Health and Illness in Children and Adolescents."
Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, University of Pennsvlvania, 1986,

"Five-Year Follow-Up ol Master's Graduates in Psychiatric Nursing.” Research Assistant to
Division Administrators - Data analysis ol projects, Untversity of Pennsylvania and Division of
Manpower and Training, Psychiatric Nursing (ADAMHA). 1982, Department of Health and
Human Services. Washington, DC. P 1.: Jeanetle Chamberlain, R N.. Ph.D.

"The Effects of a Simulation Game on Health Care Personnel." Unpublished Master's Thesis.
Rutgers University, 1977,

PRESENTATIONS, LECTURES AND SPEECHES:
"Chnical Approaches to Childhood Bereavement "
Medical College ol Pennsvlvania, Philadelphia. PA, May 1989, and

Rockford Center, Newark. DE, March 1990,

"Griel and Bereavement in the Classroom."
Hospice ol Morris County. Oclober 1991

"Children and the Gult Crisis: War. Loss and Bereavement."
Children and Death
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10th Annual Conference on Death, Dying and Bereavement, London, Ontario, May 1992

"Violence at Home and Abroad: Noltes from the Gulf War to the Los Angeles Riots."
"The Use of Classic Children's Literature as Therapeutic Guides Through Childhood."

"Physical Symptoms in Adolescents at Risk for Suicide and Depression.”
Annual Conference
Advocales for Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Mental Health Care
Dallas. TX, September 1992

"Adolescent Depression: Identifying Risk Factors and Facilitating Suicide and Help Seeking
Behaviors" and

"The Use of Children's Literature in the Therapeutic Process."
Medical College of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.. May 1993

"Child and Adolescent Concepts of Mental Health and Iliness: A Developmental Approach to
Health Promotion.”
Medical College of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa., May 1993

"Depression in Childhood and Adolescence”
"Childhood Bereavement"
Children’s Hospital of Columbus, Columbus, OH. October 1993

"Using Children's Literature as a Role Modeling Experience for Girls"
Ohio State University, April 1994, and
Sigma Theta Tau, Columbia University, April 1994

“Communication and Confrontation”
"Being Heard on the Health Care Front,” New Jersey, September, 1994

"Doctor-Woman Communication"
National Council on Women's Health, New York, NY, November, 1994

"A Working Partnership: A New Role for Women and Their Providers "
Keynote Address and workshop, Annual Women's Health Day
Kingston Women's Health Center, Kingston, NY, April, 1995

"Children and Adolescents in Crisis: Witnessing Trauma"
Oklahoma Department of Health
Oklahoma City, OK, September, 1995

"Loss and Bereavement in the Classroom" Keynote address, Annual Convention
New Jersey Association ol School Nurses
Atlantic City, NJ, November, 1995

"Growing Heroines, A Bibliotherapy Program for Young Girls."
Diverse Paths: Perspectives on Adolescent Girls in the 1996
National Women's Studies Association Annual Conference
Saratoga Springs, NY. June. 1996

"Perspectives on AIDS: Child Development, Psychological Impact and Symbols of Griel™
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ANA's Centennial-Celebrate Our Past, Envision Our Future
Washington, DC, June, 1996

"Innovative Approaches with High Risk Children: The Sexual Assault Examiner Program.”
"Suicide and Adolescents: Risk factors and Early Interventions.”

Columbus Children's Hospital Conference

Columbus. Ohio, October 30, 1996

"The Sexual Assault Examiner Team: What is it and how does it work?
The Rhode Island Rape Crisis Center- VAW A Sexual Assault Site Consultation Conference
Newport, Rhode Island, April 10, 1997

"A Developmental Approach to Violence Against Women: The SAFE in School Program.”
"Site Based Competency Education for Sexual Assault Clinicians,"
"Building A Preceptorship for Sexual Assault Examiner Training."

The International Association of Forensics Scientific Assembly

Irvine, California, September 28, 1997

"The Role of Primary Providers in the Assessment and Treatment of Sexually Abused Children"
Family Violence Task Force Seminars' Judicial Seminars on Child Abuse and Sexual Assault
Unilied Court System of New York State
New York City, Saratoga Springs, Rochester, Melville
March 4.5,10,13.20. 1998

Sexual Assault on the College Campus
Columbia-Barnard Health Services
New York. New York. February 24, 1999

Medical Innovations in the Assessment of Sexual Assault
New York Prosecutor's Training Institute
Long Island College Hospital, NY. NY April 22, 1999



June 17, 1999

Ms. Anne Japuncha
376 Charles Avenue
Courtland, OH 44410

Dear Ms. Japuncha: T

We applaud your efforts to create a positive and supportiv\e learning environment for
school children. No one wants a repeat of the tragic events at Columbine High School. That is
why the administration is working to protect youth from movie violence and urging Congress to
pass common-sense legislation to keep guns out of the hands of children.

Thank you for submitting your proposal. We will give your ideas careful consideration.

Sincerely,

“ Néera Tanden ™ >
Associate Director of the
Domestic Policy Council




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 11, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR BRUCE REED
DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL

FROM: JANET MURGUIA(
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter that was sent to the
President from Rep. James A. Traficant, Jr. (D-OH).

I do not believe this letter requires a Presidential response at
this time. Please review the attached letter and respond
directly to the Member(s) of Congress. Please forward a copy of
the response to the Office of Records Management, Room 74 0Old
Executive Office Building.

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you

have any questions, please feel free to call Eli Joseph, Office
of Legilslative Affairs, at 456-7500.

Enclosure
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NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE JAMES TRAFICANT JR.
SUBJECT: ENCLOSES A LETTER FROM HIS CONSTITUENT

ANNE JAPUNCHA WITH IDEAS SHE HAS FOR
IMPROVING AMERICA'S SCHOOLS
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REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE
(ROOM 75,0EOB) EXT-2590

KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS
MANAGEMENT .
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JAMES A.TRAFICANT, JR. 2446 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
1711 DISTRICT, OHIO WASHINGTON, DC 20515
COMMITTEE: {202) 225-5261

TRANSPORTATION AND

NFRASTRUCTURE Conqress of the United States

..... YOUNGSTOWN, OH 44503
RANKING DEMOCRAT: INVESTIGATIONS

AND OVERSIGAT BHouse of Representatives Ay
AVIATION , 5555 YOUNGSTOWN-WARREN ROAD
TWashington, BL 20515-3517 e
LES, OH 44446
June 2, 1999 (330) 652-5649

109 WEST 3rD STREET
EAST LIVERPOOL, OH 43920
{330) 385-5921

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton

President of the United States Zaé é 5 02-
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton: e

Recent headlines such as the Columbine High School shootings and escalating school
violence across the country has brought an increased imperative to reform our nation's schools in
order to provide safe and advantageous learning environments.

[ am forwarding to you a copy of a letter that I received from one of my constituents,
Anne Japuncha of Cortland, Ohio. This letter includes ideas that she has for improving
America's schools. I respectfully request that you read her letter and give her ideas some
consideration. I believe they provide an interesting course of action to rectify some of the
deficiencies of our school.

Please direct any correspondence to Ms. Anne Japuncha at 376 Charles Avenue,
Courtland, OH 44410.

Thank you for your time and consideration of these ideas.

Jam . Traficant, Jr.

ber of Congress
JAT/mjr

¢: Anne Japuncha

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA|
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 11, 1999

Dear Representative Traficant:

Thank you for forwarding to the President correspondence
from your constituent, Mrs. Anne Japuncha, concerning violence in

America’s schools.

The President has been advised of your concerns, and you
will receive a response in the near. future. In the meantime, if
I can be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact

my office.
Sincerely, !

Janet Murguia

Deputy Assistant to the President
and Deputy Director for Legislative
Affairs

Best wishes.

The Honorable James A. Traficant, Jr.
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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MEMORANDUM FOR BRUCE REED
DOMESTIC POLICY COUNCIL

FROM: JANET MURGUIA M
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

SUBJECT : PRESIDENTIAIL CORRESPONDENCE

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter that was sent to the
President from Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA).

I do not believe this letter requires a Presidential response at
this time. Please review the attached letter and respond
directly to the Member(s) of Congress. Please forward a copy of
the response to the Office of Records Management, Room 74 0Old
Executive Office Building.

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you

have any questions, please feel free to call Eli Joseph, Office
of Legislative Affairs, at 456-7500.

Enclosure

|
|
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TOM HARKIN 3 0‘§/5 (202} 224-3254

. IOWA- TTY (202} 224—4633
Tom_Harkin@Harkin.Senate.Gov

COMMITTEES:

Nnited States Denate

APPROPRIATIONS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1502 *  SMALL BUSINESS

LABOR AND HUMAN
RESOURCES

May 10, 1999

President William Jefferson Clinton

Executive Office of the President 2yt

Attn: Larry Stein, Senior Advisor to the President o
and Director for Legislative Affairs.

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20502

Dear Mr. President:

I am forwarding to you a copy of a recent article in the Sioux City Journal (Iowa) which
was brought to my Sioux City office by constituent Beth Hickey. Beth is a retired Sioux City
School District teacher. Students of West High School teacher, Alan McGatftin, responded to
four questions regarding violence in schools. Subsequently, the responses were published in the
Sioux City Journal.

Ms. Hickey feels that these letters may be of interest to the President and others who will
be hearing from high school students at an upcoming meeting with the President. 1 hope that you
find this information helpful for that meeting.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

A

Tom Harkin
United States Senator

TH/mw
Enclosure
150 FIRST AVENUE, NE 210 WALNUT ST, 131 E. 4TH ST. 350 WEST 6TH ST. 320 6TH ST.
SUITE 370 733 FEDERAL BLDG. 314B FEDERAL BLDG. 315 FEDERAL BLDG. 110 FEDERAL BLDG.
CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 52407-4884 DES MOINES, 1A 50309 DAVENPORT, IA 52801 DUBUQUE, IA 52001 SIOUX CITY, 1A 51101

{319} 365-4504 (515) 284-4574 (319) 322-1338 . (319) 582-2130 {712} 252-1550



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 21, 1999

Dear Senator Harkin:

Thank you for forwarding to the President correspondence
from your constituent, Ms. Beth Hickey.

The President has been advised of your concerns, and you
will receive a response in the near future. In the meantime, if

I can be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact
my office. .

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Janet Murguia

Deputy Assistant to the President
and Deputy Director for Legislative
Affairs

The Honorable Tom Harkin
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510



The Sloux City Journal, Friday, May 7, 1999—A g

n the wake of the tragedy

in Littleton, Colo., The

Journal’s April 28 editorial,
“Kids need to help,” issued a
plea for teens to join in the

search for a solution.

We said we needed to hear from teen-
agers and asked them to respond to four
questions: 1. Where does this violence
come from? 2. What can you do to stop
violence at your schools? 3. What changes
can you help make so that violence
becomes unacceptable to more kids? 4.
Can you help solve this terrible problem?
.:Students in West High School teacher
Alan McGaffin's English classes took up
the challenge. Here are their responses:

1. In my opinion. violence isn't occurring
because of TV and video games. [ think what
more than likely triggers teen-agers to do such

“bizarre things is the attention they don't
feceive. | don’t want to put the blame on par-
ents, however. it just seems that if there may be
problems at home. such as a kid may not get
attention, praise. love, or kindness. This can
lead teens to hang around the “‘wrong crowd,”
the ones they think may give them the attention
they aren’t getting at home.

Also if kids are made fun of. or don’t seem to
fit in. this may trigger a teen to get involved
with the wrong things. because they want to be
noticed.

2. Pay attention to those kids that aren’t fitting

“in. The schools can’t really prevent violence, it
has to be stopped by the students. Children
need to realize diversity and acceptance. Peace
will have to come from within the students

_themselves. The school has no prevention. It
has to be wanted by the teens.

3. We need to just make sure that everyone is
getting reached out for. Perhaps we need stu-
dents to show more leadership and include
those teens who normatly aren’t included.

4. Pay more attention to children. Look for
signs of insecurity. neglect. depression., or
whatever else. Discipline your children. Morals
need to be taught. — Cari Clayton, grade 11

2. The only thing I think that would and could
ever end violence in our schools is to make
people show respect, make people treat their
peers on how they would want to be treated.
Personally 1 feel movies have nothing to do
with violence. Teen-agers all know that movies
are not real and they might get their ideas on
ways to kill from movies but movies don’t
make them want to kill. — Mary Osborn,
grade 10

1. T think that the people need to be retaught
morals and respect. If we trade violence for
respect we will see less violence.

2. I think punishments for violence should be
greater to teach those who [ost respect would
gain it.

3. Violence comes from suppressed anger and
we need to learn to be able to deal with our
anger.

4. [ alone cannot stop violence but I can stop
myself from becoming violent. I think we all
need to learn to not single out people for being
different because that’s when the different peo-
ple get revengeful. We all need to work togeth-
er. — Niki Frady, grade 10 :

This strangely acquired anger has seemed to
come out of nowhere. It's deep down inside
any and all persons and certain acts of maybe
neglect. abuse. or the feeling of not quite fit-
ting in arouses it for some. Of course. the
extreme viclence we see on TV and movies or
play in detailed games of murder don’t seem to
be helping. I just have to wonder. if my genera-
tion is this bad ... what will the following ones
be like.

We need tc stop this. no matter what it takes.
Boycotting violence on TV and in movies is a

_start. | personally feel very afraid of what may

at our schools is encourage the kids to know
how terrible it is to bring guns to schools.
Maybe a metal detector would help or search
the kids before they come into the school. but
then where have our freedoms gone? — Jodie
Schmidt, grade 10

So you want to know where the violence
comes from. I personally think it comes from
ourselves. [t is the image vou're given as-a
child up until now. It is the anger. hate. envy.
jealousy. or sadness that vou feel from what
has or is continually happening that you dis-
agree with. Or maybe it’s just a self thing.
something you feel vou did wrong. but instead
of correcting it you make it worse.

What I can do to stop this violence at my
school or what the school could do is nothing.
but pray. Because once you have your mind set
on something. that’s where it’s going to stay in
most cases.

The only change I can do is treat them all with
the same amount of respect. [ can’t live from
the past but look forward 10 the future and with
the help of the community we can stop the vio-
lence. — Cherrie Dean, grade 11

1. I think that sometimes you are so stressed
that you have so many things to think about.
and so many problems, that make you feel
angry. Sometimes you teel so angry that you.
Just want to kill somebody. Sometimes people-
play around saying that. ut for some people
it’s real. They feel-angry cnough to kill some-
body.

2. 1 think people should have more time to
relax. Maybe some yoga classes or before
work. just something to put everything “bad”
away. — Leticia Ribas, grade 12

and help. — Matt Yusten, grade 10

1. Where does the violence come from? I
don’t think the violence comes from one cer-
tain place. I think that it is sort of instructed
into kids. You see all the time how abused peo-
ple show abuse 10 others and pass it down.
Mother beats daughter. daughter beats her
daughter: it’s sort of a chain reaction. What is
really scary is when kids beat others and think
i’s funny. Kids are more than likely to kick
dogs or throw things at animals. Does this
mean they are psychopaths? Maybe not, but I
bet vou will find some kind of abuse in their
history.

2. To stop violence in my school. I think kids
have to show respect. Respect toward students
and teachers. I think there should be more
counselors. [ remember a time when [ could
not get into my counselor tor three days. A lot
can happen in three days. There should be
stricter rules and harsher punishments.

3.1 think there has got to be a limit on what
movies watch. It all depends on the parents.
My nephew was watching “Jurassic Park.” In
the movie the dinosaurs were tearing human
bodies in half. My nephew. later that night. had
a nightmare. My sister came in-ard talked to
him that it was OK. only a movie. So what are
we really telling the kids? It’s OK to tear bod-
ies apart? Or are they going to-be OK? —
Angelia Lyons, grade 10

1. 1 don’t know where violence comes from. I
think that some kids play the violent video
games and watch violent movies so much that
they are just enchanted by it. But on a personal '
note. [ think violent video games are fun and
violent movies are entertaining but is nothing ‘
to become obsessed with. [ think if parents 1
¥

an extent. simply because people are alwayvs
hearing. seeing. and showing it everyday.
People talk about violence on the news, the
radio. and in the newspaper. As long as it con-
tinues to be everywhere. people will continue
1o accept it.

I believe a way I can help is to protest peace-
fully. Demonstrate. participate in boycotts and
marches may help. — April Holmberg, grade
11

[ believe the violence comes {rom the media
and moviges. 1 think there i1sn’t a way to com-
pletely stop violence in schools: contlict man-
agement helps. We need 1o explain 10 peopie
that there is no point in violence because it
doesn't get you anywhere and will only make it
worse. Nobody can solve the problem with vio-
lence. We can only cut it down unless everyone
is willing 10 make it stop. — Amanda Orr,

i grade 11, o




I. I think violence conies from the way you
are raised. Parents don't care what their kids
are doing anymore. If the parents are violent.
think the kids are violeat.

2. Schools need to tak: precautions. Don’t let
kids wear coats, hoods. etc. You could have
melal detectors. but then kids will teel like they
arc entering a dangerouvs place. School is sup-
posed to be a safe place.

3. Kids should talk with respect. Talk positive
instcad of talking with 1 negative attitude. Give
kids compliments. The more positive things a
person hears, the happi-r they are. The happier
they are, the less violerce there is.

4. 1 can act non-violen . but every person
needs to do their part. F'arents need to know
what the kids are doing and they need to care
and love their children. Violence comes from
how you are raised. — Heidi Young, grade 11

1. | think it ¢dmes fron the kids. I don't think
a movie or video gamne is going to make a kid
zo out and shoot a whole bunch of kids. I think
it comes from their head.

2. I rcally don’t think tnere is a way 10 stop
the violence. Yeah. you can put guards at every
door but that isn’t going to do much. There's -
metal detectors but if a kid wants to kill bad
cnough, he/she will fin'' a way.

3. Stop with the video zames. As much as |
think they are harmless. they could be a factor.
It it’s fun 1o kill people with a dipstick, then it
must be fun to kill with a real gun.

4. I don’t think we kid: can help. Maybe the
parenis can. Talk to kids: everyday and tell
them it's wrong. | knov. we kids want more
privacy from parents b t maybe they should
snoop. — Sarah Nelso 1, grade 11

A response to the tragedy in Littleton, Colo.

As ateen. | have to agree that most of the vio-
lence comes from movies. TV shows. and
every other violent pertormance shown on tele-
vision. [ heard that Eric Harris and Dylan
Klebold were tans of Marilyn Manson. [ know
for a tact that music stars can be a big influ-
ence on (eens because I've seen many people
who try to look like and do actions that their
favorite singers have. Betore the massacre. |
disagreed about not being allowed to wear
coats inside the class because ['m one of the
students who get cold. ['ve never thought about
the tact that some kids can hide a weapon in
their coats. After what happened at Columbine
High. I realized that the rule ot not having
coats inside the classroom was a good thing.

I believe schouls should have cameras. metal
detectors. and the staft should be stricter with
the kids. I've seen many people that don't go
to class and just roam uvround the halls without
anyone forcing them to go back 1o class.
Schools should have their doors locked at all
times. Some dor 1. including this school that 1
20 t0. When the doors are unlocked. the kids
feel it’s all right tor them to skip whenever
they want.

Older kids should realize that they wic a role
model for vounger kids. They should be setting
a good example. not a bad one. It they were to
set a bad example tor the younger ones. what
will this world be in vears 10 come”?

Parents are also one of the tactors of why
some kids are bad. Parents are not always
around tc listen to their children. about their
problems. so some kids just take it out on oth-
ers. What I hate the most is how some parents
let their children do whatever they want and I
have seen it happen. They let their Kids talk
back to them and call them names without
doing anything about it, They re just one of
those parents who don’t teach their children
about discipline and I believe discipline is what
we kids need today.

If vou're just going to let vour children do
whatever they want (rom time to time. they 1l
only take advantage of 1t and everything will
just get worsc. — Yan Nhen, grade 11

I think that the violence may come from a lot
of things such as low self-esteem. having no
friends. being the outcasi. Tamily problems. and
movies as well as music. [t can be as little as
not fecling loved.

Violence 1o me doesn’t have a cure. although
we as a school can come together as one. Don’t
let others feel as though they are not wanted
around. We should involve ene another: we are
S0 quick to push away what 1o us seems out of
the normal or what's not acceptable in our
eyes, but we will never know until we give it a
try. One thing [ don’t agree with 1s the continu-
ing talk aboul tragedies like this and it’s doing
nothing except keeping the horror alive.

We. as kids. have a few answers to violence. [
do believe that it has 1o start within the homes.
our parents should be tnvolved in our fives as
much as possible. [ know that alwavs can’t be
the case. so if by chance we do lace a situation
we should encourage those who are weak. tell
thermn what's right and let them know that they
can do beter.

There’s been many times in my liic when |
needed someone to talk to. those two words. i
care.” or even. T understand.” mean a fot to a
person who feels down, so by making myself
availablc to any and everybody. [ can try and
make a difference. — Jamie Rainey, grade 11




" 1. It comes from the disrespect people show
one another, especially at Columbine High
School. They did it to themselves by not

_respecting those guys and teasing them. _
2. Schools need more police or security offi-
cers to help prevent disrespect in the school.
3. If students don’t want anything like this to
happen in their school, then start respecting
people. — Tuan Cao, grade 10

1. The violence comes from the generation
before us because it is they who make the
movies and who make the Nintendo games. not
the kids. So let me ask you where does the vio-

“lence come from?

2. To stop the violence at schools might mean
putting up metal detectors and wearing uni-
forms. You might also get students together
and demand that steps be taken but I am sure
this school board would not care.

3. You can help solve this problem only if you
wanlt it to be solved. — Brad Combs, grade
10

1. Violence comes from inside of the person;
people create violence by not showing respect
to others, by name-calling and by making fun
of others. People who are different and con-
stantly picked on get sick of it and then when
they can’t take it any more, they just explode,
taking their anger out on others.

America’s children are exposed more and
more to violence. We see it every day, fights in
school, the media, movies, and video games.
When something is exposed to children time
after time, we find it acceptable. Kids simply
don’t core any more. A tremendous increase in
the freshman class of failing students, even
myself. [ just plain don’t care about rules. We
see the rules and laws broken so much it
becomes an everyday happening.

The only way this harsh attitude can be abol-
ished is by not exposing our young children to
the violence. This generation won’t see a
change but maybe the next will understand. —
Genell Pippett, grade 10

I think the violence that has affected so many

schools, like Columbine High School. comes
from children that either feel completely out of
place or from the violence they see on the
screen. A lot of people think that movies and
TV shows have nothing to do with it, but I
think it vioes. So many kids see their favorite
person (actor/actress) going crazy, killing peo-
ple, blowing up things. and they’re going to
want to be just like them. Just like kids that
look up to athletes, there are kids that look up
to movie stars, and they end up mimicking
something they ve said or done. No matter
what the expense is. the only thing we can do

Violence comes from within, it doesn’t come
from movies or games. Violence is triggered by
a past event in someone’s lifetime, something
so emotional that every time they see someone
who even remotely resembles someone that
was there and hurt them, they automatically go
against them: their temper does the rest. If
movies are the cause of violence in our school.
then every high school student would be blow-
ing up schools all across the country.

To stop violence in our schools, we should put
metal detectors in our schools and we should
make an anti-violence statement in our schools.
I also think instead of filtering movies. we
should filter the Internet. Everyone and anyone
who is on the Internet. can hear the violent
conversations and read the notes.

The change we can help to make violence
unacceptable to more kids. might be to point
those kids out and help them through hard
times in their lives. We could give them better
role models. One possible reason they could be
doing this is for the fear of being drafted into a
possible upcoming World War III.

I think solving this problem rests in both chil-
dren and aduits. We need everyone to pitch in

1. Violence comes from physical and emotion-
al put downs from other people that if bottled
up for too long will erupt.

2. I think that if we all think before we speak,
we can help because if we make fun of people
of different social status, we don’t know what
will ' make them click. In other words, “If you
can’t say something nice, don’t say anything at
all.”

3. I think that if we, as a community, can teach
kids respect for other people’s feelings, I think
that might help.

4. 1 think that I can help by just getting along
with everyone and not leaving anyone out, no
matter what social status they are in. — Sheila
Bair, grade 11

In my opinion. violence comes from words. In
every one of the shootings in the past two
years. the children that were involved were
magle fun. taunted, and teased.

I believe that it will take many ways to stop
the violence. It will take a lot of cooperation
from students if they want it to stop. That
would be just one of the ways to contribute to
ending the violence.

I believe violence will always be accepted to

1. From the home you live in and what your
mom and dad are doing in the home.

2. I can’t do anything,.

3. Leadership.

4. No. — Danal Dean, grade 12

1. It doesn’t come from anywhere; you just get
tired of people and you snap.

2. We don’t really have violence at our school.
3. Send them to counseling.

4. You can’t do anything about it because it all
ready happens. Maybe if it was a couple weeks
later when they started searing the students. —
Elijah Anderson, grade 11

1. I think the violence comes from the kids
and not from video games or movies because
they don’t make you commit acts of violence.
You do it.

2. I don’t feel that I have the power 1o stop
violence here. — Eric Zeman, grade 11

1. The violence comes from hate.
2. Don't pick on anybody and stop bullies
from being so mean to others. Stop people

" from getting so mad at each other. I think some

kids get picked on so much it just pushes them
over the edge. — Derek Weigandt, grade 11




- 1. 1 think violence comes from the society we
live in. For instance, sometimes we get angry
at something like being made fun of, left out,
and it brings violence.
2. I don’t know if there is any way to stop vio-
lence. but 1 thinK that parents should keep an
eye on their children and find them positive
activities every day.
3. No more guns or drugs
. 4. No, because I don’t know what to do to
: change it. — Long Tran, grade 12

" 1. I think violence comes from humans and
the wrong actions that they make. It could be
movies or video games and music. It’s the bad
influence people put out for us.

2. We can have a boycott andjus( not listen or
watch certain things.

3. I think that there is too much vmlence out
there for one person to stop this problem. It has
to be a big group thing and it will take years
for this violence to cut down. People need to
open their eyes. — Priscilla Curi, grade 10

1. It comes from inside the person and comes
from the person’s emotions. Video games.
movies, and music really dont affect most
kids. The ones that it does, just current
thoughts by their parents that think that this
stuff is fake.

2. Counsel people and make them feel wanted
and help make other students aware of their
problems and that their actions could be hurt-
ing someone. )

3. Help them to be able to listen to music and
watch the movies without taking the stuff for
real.

4. Have an awareness that this stuff can hap-
pen to you at your school: = Danette James,
grade 11

come next. The media, with all their stories of
children murdering others doesn’t help either.
To show others who may have these thoughts
of terrorizing, how much attention you'll get is
crazy, especially if that person is lacking love
or attention in their life right now.

We can help solve this. but we have 10 act
now. We can’t sit around and wait for it to hap-
pen again. People need to get together and fig-
ure out what to do. The best we can do is try, if
we don’t, the killing will continue and we will
all be blamed. — Rachel Castillo, grade 10

1. I don’t think that the violent acts teen-agers
are committing can be blamed only on the par-
ents. 1 think it has something to do with the

" environment as a whole, that we live in.

2. If kids all got along with each other then
there would be no violence. There isn’t really
any reasot why we should be fighting with our
peers anyway. Most of the fighting is over
something stupid.

3. Stronger and stricter punishment I think
would gc it across to kids that violence is a
serious matter. — Anne Johnson, grade 10

1. There is such a plea to blame the violence
on one thing but it comes from a variety of fac-
tors. [t may come from the entertainment or the
neighbor? sod you live in or just the way
you've been brought up.

2. To stop violence in schools we should sus-
pend the chronic disruplers
3. Change for kids is something I really don’t
know.

4. I think it has to be a group thing in order to
solve this problem. — Nathan VanderMolen,

grade 10

1. T think that violence comes from a variety
of things such as parents’ guidance is beliefs,
TV, video games, and last. peers and associ-
ates. All play a key part in who is violent and
who is not.

2. To stop violence at schools needs to be a
whole entire community involved, not just the
school board making school, our schools, more
like a prison.

3. I think violence will always be a part of
human life. We just have to work on how our
youth deal with the rage and anger.

4. I personally can contribute to help solve the
problem. But it’s a problem of the whole coun-

try not just certain people. — Charles Achuff,

grade 11

The violence from teen-agers can come from
anywhere and it does. Evervone is different, so
i’s hard to say just where the violence comes
from and sometimes it’s impossible. To stop
the violence in our schools we neéd harder
consequences and stronger students. — Aaron
Heiden, grade 12

Violence comes from a number of things. I
think what they watch and listen to has a big
effect but parents also have a major effect on
the way we think. As much as we like our free-
dom we need to be monitored and taught the
right way.

I'do as much as I can to stop violence at my
school. I say when I think what someone says
or does something mean that there needs to be
respect for everybody.

Violence is unacceptable but some people just
do not care. They don't care about the rules or
what anybody has to say. Those are the people
that need help. I can’t do anything more to help
stop the violence than I am doing now.
Everybody has to pitch in. — Amanda Coupe,
grade 11

start picking up that their kids are constantly
watching these movies and playing these vio-
lent video games that they should try and get
their minds set on something else. For exam-
ple, get them involved in a sport or a hobby
that doesn’t involve extreme, violent acts.

2. Nothing really. No matter what happens
there i5 going to be violence that can’t be
stopped, but shootings and stabbings and many
other fatal incidents can, by metal detectors
and high tech equipment that detect weapons.
We are always talking about getting metal
detectors but we can’t even afford books in our
school system. I think metal detectors would be
fine but they need to quit talking about it and
do it. — Wes Kelly, grade 10

The adult world can’t figure it out. I think they
are the ones who can solve it. What happens
with kids who get in trouble with the law? Get
put in J.D;, pay a fine? People need to look
deeper. What'’s causing them to act this way?
They were abused, neglected, ignored.
Something caused it. The violence comes from
deep inner rage, and they need some way to
vent it. When they turn around no one is there
to hear them. So what do they tum to? TV,
music, the Internet, which all has violence. —
Marisa F uentes, grade 11 —

1 think that the violence comes from other
children. I would put up metal detectors and
have more liaison police officers on school
grounds. Tell the media to stop publicizing all
the shootings for days and weeks. The more
kids see it on the news the more it makes them
want to do things. There is no way I can help
with this problem, but pray nothing bad will
happen to innocent people. — Lynn Hinzman,
grade 12

The burst from younger violence mostly is due
to the entertainment runners. People love vio-
lence and the entertainment business is a fuel
to their fire for violence.

To make an effort to put a stop to violence at
my high school would mean kids finding a
sense of self worth and equality. These should
be instilled in the student.

We can make a better effort to set an example

for other people to follow and by doing all we

can 1o put a stop to violence in the media and
entertainment.

One person can make a difference and by set-
ting an example to others so that hopefully
they’ll get the message. — Larry 1ddings,
grade 11

1. It comes from some of the older- people and
it’s also come from the younger people.

2. There’s nothing you really can do about it,
but try and talk to some of the kids and tell
them they shouldn’t do that.

3. They should have more things for the
younger adults so that they wouldn't have 1o be
out in the streets all the time getting into trou-
ble.

4. Yes. — Sondra Scaife, grade 11

1. Kids that pick on one person in particular.
2. Get metal detectors and kick the bad stu-
dents out.

3, Get rid of all the violent movies and video
games. -

4. 1 think everyone can because if someone
tells you what they might do you better tell
someone. — Cathia Risting, grade 12




