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SUGGESTED AGENDA-
MaryEllen 3/23 

I. VIDEO Montage: 
Get out key messages: time piece, kids don't feel listened to, kids don't feel connected, kids are 
stressed, parents feel powerless, parents don't know how to talk to their kids/make them listen, 
parents are stressed and don't know when it will end or where to go for health, parents are 
worried about the world their kids are growing up in 

II. HRC Speaks: 
Paint a portrait of today's teen, the reality of teens today; shatter myths while framing problems. 
Underlying Message: kids are more potential than problem. 

III. POTUS Speaks: 
Frame the roles of parent, schools, communities, youth and society at large (media, policymaker) 
in shaping today's youth. End with responsibility of policymakers: to provide more resources, 
more money to cbo's that work to give parents and kids the tools they need [could plug census 
here - get them in so you're counted and get the resources you need] 
Underlying Message: kids are the hope of today not tomorrow, don't waste anymore time. 

IV. THE RESEARCH: WHAT DO WE KNOW? Mind, Body & Spirit 
• Mind: Brain piece. The brain is still developing, it's not to late, what happens now does 

matter and can set the stage for later successes. Cognitive development- different kids leam 
in different ways. Social Development 

• Body: Puberty. Development issues and the differences in girls and boys when developing. 
Sexuality. 

• Spirit: Mental health, emotional needs, hormones affect on mood. Need for independence, 
"personal growth" 

V. WHAT DO TEENS NEED TO SUCCEED/Assets (First five are America's Promise) 
• A Caring Adult: parents/mentors, get out some positive feelings kids have about 

adults/parents. Celebrate good things adults are currently doing. Get out the message that 
kids need to be nurtured, still need their parents/caregivers. Free flowing communication and 
feedback. 

• A Health Start/Healthy Habits: Physical fitness, prevention piece. 
• Safe Places: Time- what are kids doing with the time versus what could they be doing. 

Afterschool, community orgs, need for programs, resources. 
• Marketable Skills: education, opportunity, training 
• Opportunity to Serve: To develop values, empathy, character, citizenship. 
• Independence: to search for identity. How do parents set limits, how do you know when 

enough is enough? 
• Connections/Community: need to be connected to as many institutions as possible starting 

with the institution of family, small schools initiative, need to get to know adults, etc, know 
people care. 



• Communicating with Youth: How to Talk with Today's Teens: How can parents leam to 
speak and listen to their children in ways that allow them to be heard and understood? Are 
kids ready to talk? How can kids cross the bridge- leam to talk to their parents about drugs, 
sex, etc. HOST: HHS 

• Prevention in Place: Stopping High Risk Behavior Before it Starts: prevention piece 
HOST: DOJ/ONDCP 

• The Values We Teach: How do young people develop their values? What values are they 
learning and from who? Role of media and community at large. 
HOST: Tipper, Member, ED 

• Opportunities to Serve: Bringing Young People into the Community: What is considered to 
be meaningful service? How can kids contribute? Where do they start? HOST: CNS 

IX. CLOSING SESSION 
-Come to a shared sense of community between parents, schools, work, teens, media, 
policymakers. Underlying message: help young people grow roots and wings 



• Focus on increase in parents work - more parents working more hours (Bureau of Labor 
Statistics info!) 

• Examine what teenagers think of their parents working and implication on work and raising 
teens - Ellen Galinsky 

• Examine hours that teenagers are working (BLS) 
• Impact teen work has on teen development - highlight Katherine Newman's work - problem 

with low-end jobs are not jobs, but lack of social network; also look at work of "Great 
Transitions" and their recommendation of restricting teenage employment 

Policy Deliverables: ^ V x ^ ^ ^ ^ J 

• YMCA poll on time-use of teens 
• Other graphical display of how parents and teens spend time — life size figures spit into 

chunks of time?? ^ ^ y j 
• Challenge to employers^o take responsibility for overall development of teens and 

highlight model employers (e.g. Burger King) - possible guide for employers?? 

America Must Renew Its Commitment to a Civil Society: Culture/Civil Society/Media 

Research: , ^ ^ Q ^ j ^ 

• Technology use by teens and implications for family (Stanford study, work at MIT media 

Policy Deliverables: Q ^ ^ n ^ 

r\ f̂— • Uniform Rating System - get parents/family groups to sign on and layout a process for 
^ ^ getting to a uniform rating system that will be accessible to parents ^ 

Teens Need Pathways to Success >\JL 9 ^ " ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Research: ^ ^ 
• school 

Community based organizations can help teens on pathways — release of Milbrey 
s c l 1 0 0 1 V U K ^ 

^T" • Community based organizations can help teens on pathways — release of Milbrey 1^, 
r McLaughlin's Community Counts s 

• highlight importance of collaboration that includes strong parent/family involvement 
• Peter Benson's assets ( , , , . (\ . 

Policy Deliverables: 

National Campaigns (in partnership with HHS?) produce collaborative guide to 
prevention for parents that includes .... 
Parents guide (checklist?) for what to look for in a quality community based program, 
high school, etc.— Karen Pittman 

^ LMV- IIMWA^ U J X ; 



[Youth as Reources??] 

Call to Action 

Families - Meal with Kids each night 

Research about parenting styles 

Schools - Smaller High Schools, After School 

Communities 

Health Providers - Community Health providers, school-based clinics, access for teenagers, 
adolescent specific service 

Business Sector 



VI. OPTIMUM ROLES: PARENTS, SCHOOL, COMMUNITY, WORK, TEENS & 
SOCIETY AT LARGE (POLICYMAKERS & MEDIA) 

—Parents: communicate, set limits and boundaries, first teacher and mentor [teach by 
example], advocate in community for resources, instill values, nuturer,unconditional love 
[Deliverables: A series of how to talk to your kids pamphlets (about drugs, sex, etc); General 
parenting tips; Pamphlet on how to tell if kid is in trouble?; List of parent resources/orgs] 

-—•p School: Educate and enlighten, teach the whole child- including arts piece, prepare child for 
careers & college opportunities, social skills and character building (don't allow for bullying, 
labels), extend the day (aftershcool programming), outreach (immigrant parents), a race piece 
[Deliverables: Tips for parents to work w/educators and vice versa; Guide on how to identify 
kids in need] 

—Community: Provide venues for parents and kids to come together, facilitators, resource 
providers, outreach (immigrant parents, disenfranchised) 

• Work: Provide family friendly workplaces (not just about little kids), providejvorkplace 
mentoring programs, provide teens with meaningful employment/opportunities 

< ^ [Deliverables: A best employers list? How to evaluate your child's workplace?] 
• Teens: Take responsibility for yourselves, yoTfare resilient̂  are a resourceTdo matter, get 

involved, be an active citizen, a good friend, volunteer, communicate your needs 
[Deliverables: A guide to development- what's normal? - kids love to read about themselves, 
why do you think magazines are such a big part of a young girl's life; list of resources, a teen 
clearinghouse?] 

• Media/Technology: Consider your impact on teens, portray them fairly and responsibly, 
provide useful and meaningful information 
[Deliverables: parentjguide to internet/media;(youth poll on media consumption]^ 

• Policymakers: provide more money for community based resources, technical 
assistance/models for collakflialion 

Throughout all talk about how society/communities/schools areand are not investing in the 
development of our youth 

VII. LUNCH 
Could be showing exceipts from teen dramas 

VIII. BREAKOUTS/Concurrent sessions 
• Preparing Youth for the World of Work: What opportunities do youth believe they have in 

terms of education, training and work? What motivates young people to seek out careers and 
take steps to make them a reality? What concern youth about inequalities in the labor 
market? How can one evaluate teen workplaces? Host: DOL 

• Building Local Capacity for Community Youth Development: What is role of community as 
a whole? How can faith based, community based and volunteer organizations work together 
to provide for youth? How do we break through bureaucracies to get results for our youth? 
Host: HUD, A Member [with some ideal EZ in their district] 



^ \ White House Conference on Teenagers and the American Family\ \ 
% ^ ^ . w ^ . ^ - ^ May 2,2000 U 

Opening Session 

• Video -- showing parents, teens, adult mentors all talking about struggles, hopes, and 
what has worked for them (YMCA has agreed to help witly video) 

Themes of Conference: ^ L / M V U ^ ^ r v u ^ i * ^ 

Debunking the Myth of the American Teenager JViM^V 

Research: — 

• Longitudinal look at teens 20 years ago, 10 years ago, TODAY, 10 years out, 20 years 
out - demographics (who are we talking about), risk behavior (e.g. teen pregnancy, youth 
violence, tobacco use), positive behavior (e.g. community activism, high school 
graduation, etc.) „. j, 

• Brain research — brains still growing in early teen years (some have warned us that this , 
research is not yet ready to be highlighted — we should discuss) 

Deliverables^ ^v/^- *AL^A 

vv. ^ i U ^ V ^ ( ^ Q ^ ^ ^ a v ^ ^ ^ 
• Polls outlining attitudes of adults versus reality (jvj^K^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ 
• Kris Moore issue brief on debunking the myth-?? 

, ^Breakout Session: * 

Why portrayal of youth in the media matters U'J*-* ^y^O 

<v>r Parents and Families Matter in the Lives of Teens 

Research: , J ^ ^ - ^ ^ V i ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ -

• Portrayal of the American Family yesterday, today, and tomorrow (CEA could 
potentially help based on American Family chapter they did for budget book) 

• Research on parent connectedness??, research on importance of parental involvement in 
teen years? . „ . . • 

7 Policy Deliverables: ^ \ J ^ ^ A ^ < ^ ^ ^ ^ X ^ 
• OJ JDP parenting website (can we gear part of the web site towards teens??) ^ ^ L ^ ^ / 

Re-Capturing Time is Essential \ 

Research: 



/j? MaryEllen C. McGuire /| Q 7 ^ r f l ^ 
" " 03/10/2000 02:00:46 PM ^ A V SL^ Ly 

Record Type: Record 

To: Ann O'Leary/OPD/EOPQEOP 

cc: 
Subject: 211 

Apparently this is the last email I recieved. It looks as though the info was pased on to Eric. 
- Forwarded by MaryEllen C. McGuire/WHO/EOP on 03/10/2000 02:00 PM 

(. ^ Maureen T. Shea 

* T27T6/99 03:47:52 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: / < J . Eric Gould^PJ^EOP@EOR^aulOetke^HO/EOP@EOP 

cc: ItfaryEilen C. McGuire/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Subject: 211 

I am sending you the information I got from United Way on this. Eric, if you think this is of interest, pis. 
pursue with Paul as to FCC and how to properly handle - and please keep me posted. 



' ' , 0 MaryEllen C. McGuire 
' 03/10/2000 01:58:43 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Ann 0'Leary/OPD/EOP@EOP 

cc: 
Subject: 211 

Ann- I'm going to forward a few emails on 211 last year after philanthropy. Keep in mind we were looking 
at it from the philanthropic perspective. Maureen Shea in OPL may have an idea of where this is, we 
never pursued it here in OFL. 

Forwarded by MaryEllen C. McGuire/WHO/EOP on 03/10/2000 01:57 PM 

SheaV" 
^ 9 / 9 9 7 ^ 14:22 AM ' 

Record Type: Record 

To: Sean P. 0'Shea/WHO/EOP@EOP 

cc: meredith e. cabe/who/eop@eop, J. Eric Gould/OPD/EOP@EOP, MaryEllen C. McGuire/WHO/EOP@EOP 
Subject: Re: FCC Question ££| 

United Way is spearheading an effort to have the number 211 reserved, as 911 and 411 are, to be used 
for people who want to access social services, i.e. so people could CcilLciQH.nurnber nnd find nut hfltlinps, 
local agencies, etc., rather than being ref§fPe<lto each individually.CAtlanta^nas already done this and 
Conriectjcoitbas a statewic[ejiurnber.C43state§^re at various stageTorimplementing 211, by using their 
state utility agencies. United Way has petitioned FCC to approve of reserving it and says they have been 
"slow." It seems 311 has been reserved for a city information service and is not being well used, so there 
maylie some reluctance on FCC's part. 

Fear not, I have contacted anyone - that was the reason for the e-mail to you and counsel. And I 
explained to United Way that I did not know what the legal restrictions might be. 

What I really wanted to know was if they saw any downside and if so, what it is. It's something I'd have to 
explore with other groups as well, but it has the potential - and I emphasize potenial - of being something 
we could support to help with service delivery that would not cost federal dollars. 
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I : Sonia G. Chessen 

03/23/2000 03:19:49 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Ann O'Leary/OPD/EOPOEOP 

cc: 
Subject: deliverables 

All the researchers offered up conference themes: I can summarize or you can read their 
emails-1 think I forwarded them all. More concretely, the following offers were made: 

Peter Bensen 

The work I do to guide conversations about both parent and community contributions to 
adolescent development is the list of 40 assets accompanied by the data that shows the 
cumulative power of the assets. By fed-ex, I ' l l send a packet on the assets and their 
importance to both reducing high risk behavior as well as promoting school success. 

There is, of course, a lot of other work going on to name developmental targets. And 
this certainly is a conference that should be inclusive in drawing on many lines of 
thinking. I'm also sending a page we did two years ago to summarize several 
taxonomies of positive youth development. If you like this as a handout, we could make 
a few changes in it and produce it for you. 

Karen Pittman 

I I . Supporting Documents 
a) Regarding Youth Making a Difference, see Youth as Effective Citizens Pittman, K., 
Ferber, T., & Irby, M., 2000. 
b) Regarding Checklist for Parents, see YD 101 'On a Good Day', Pittman, K, 1999. 
c) Regarding Problem-Free is Not Fully Prepared, see Preventing Problems or Promoting 
Development: Competing Priorities or Inseparable Goals? Pittman, K. & Irby M., 1996. 

III. Deliverables 
a) Documents above are short, designed for a broad audience. We could discuss custom 
making a resource (e.g. parental checklist) to put in a conference packet. 

Kris Moore- Child Trends 
Issue brief on positive development and debunking the myths 



Robert Schwebel -Psychologist on contract with SAMHSA -

Says he could do a parenting pamphlet if we wanted. He does a message board on ivillage called "Ask 
the Family Psychologist" on the Parent Soup website. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MRS. CLINTON 

From: 

Re: 

Date; 

cc: 

Shirley Sagawa 
Ann O'Leary 
MaryEllen McGuire 

White House Conference on Youth 

February 23,2000. 

i / 
Mclannc Verveer, Lissa Muscatine, Patti Solis 

We are moving ahead with the proposed White House Conference on Youth, which we 
are tentatively calling the White House Conference on Raising Responsible Teenagers in 
the 21* Century. 

The attached piece explains the goals and framework of the conference as we envision it. 
We have discussed the ideas with David Hamburg, and both Tom Freedman and Eric Liu 
on the DPC. We have assembled a working group including DPC, Public Liaison, and 
First Lady staff, and will start holding focus groups with outside groups shortly. HHS 
has tentatively made $160,000 available for the conference. 

Our goal is to hold the conference in late May, before the end of school and before the 
third anniversary conference of America's Promise. We are going to request May 22, 
although we understand that another date may be preferable. 

Please let us know if you have any feedback on the paper. In our work on youth violence 
and on the conference call with the President, many voice support for your continued 
leadership in this area. We are moving ahead because of the short timeline. 
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Internal draft - Do not circulate 

White House Conference on 
Raising Responsible Teenagers in the 21sf Century 

Despite many positive developments in the last seven years - including declining rates of 
teen pregnancy, decreases in crimes against youth, and increases in student achievement 
and college access - parents of today's adolescents express significant anxiety about the 
well-being of their children. In many cases, teenagers themselves feel alienated fiom 
their communities and insecure about the future. And recent episodes have made parents 
and teens of all backgrounds feel helpless in the face of school violence. 

The White House Conference on Raising Responsible Teenagers in the 21* Century will 
respond to these concerns by focusing attention on ways that families and communities 
can teach good values, promote healthy behavior, and support positive youth 
development. Against a backdrop of broader societal changes (the new technology, an 
increasingly diverse population, and a significant "opportunity gap" for low-income and 
minority youth), the Conference will bring to light research on positive youth 
development, emphasize the importance of substantial investments in youth, and 
highlight the Administxation's achievements in this area. 

What problems wUI be addressed through the Conference? 

• Parents that feel disconnected from their children and lack information to 
respond to the challenges they face. 

• Teenagers feel alienated from their families and communities, and may choose 
their values and behaviors based on peers and the media. 

• Low-income and minority teenagers face an "opportunity gap" in many areas. 
• Problems of youth require comprehensive and integrated solutions, but often 

axe addressed through programs focused on a single issue. 
• There is only limited research on "what works" for adolescents, and that 

research is not well known. 

What do we hope to accomplish? 

• To engage parents and communities in a conversation about how we can do a 
better job working together to raise our teenagers. 

• To showcase the accomplishments of the Administration, and advance the 
President's budget request, in the area of youth development. 

• To encourage more effective, integrated services for and by youth at all levels 
of government and in the private sector. 



U T . , ARV 9 0 0 0 ' 

• To provide parents and communities with tools and information they can use 
to address the needs of adolescents. 

• To enable teenagers to speak out about the challenges they face and their role 
in addressing these problems. 

• To issue a call to action to the private sector, media, etc. to take responsibility 
for their effect on youth, and to use their resources to promote healthy 
behaviors. 

Who Is the audience? 

• Parents 
• Teenagers 
• Policymakers 
• Youth workers 
• Media 
• Business 
• Foundations 

When will the conference occur? 

• Date to be scheduled pursuant to the President and First Lady's availability. 
Preferred date May 22 to take place before school lets out so we can downlink 
to classrooms. 

How will the conference program be organized? 

• The program may be organized thematically around "community, opportunity, 
and responsibility." 

• Within this jBramework, the following issues may be addressed: 
o Health -teen pregnancy, HIV, smoking, drugs and alcohol, and 

research on obesity, sleep, etc. 
o Education -afterschool programs, smaller high schools, impact of 

work on education, college preparation and access 
o Entetprise -entrepreneurship programs, school-to-work, technology 
o Crime -violence by youth, youth as victims of violence, gangs 
o Values -citizenship, service, philanthropy, character education, 

community strengthening, "One America" 
o Integration of services 

What are potential deliverables? 

• Announce research agenda 
• Commission and release parents' guide to recent research on adolescence 
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Budget amplification (pull together all pieces of the federal budget related to 
this agenda) 
Announce upcoming Corporation for National Service youth summit 
(scheduled for late June in Florida) 
Explore possible grant announcements through agencies and foundations 
Explore possible research report releases through agencies and nonprofit 
organizations 
Explore possible executive order relating to use of federal facilities, 
interagency task force, etc. 
Announce year 2000 Leader Schools (Presidential awards for schools with 
best service-learning programs) 
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