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Program bridges the welfare-to-work gap 
By Cany Peterson 

B Staff v 

DeArma Bega, a single mother 
af three aad a welfare recipient, 
used to make enda meet by juxap-
ii>g from one low-paying job to an­
other. 

Bega's life has changed because 
ofthe Btate-fimded Child Care Pro-
viderTraiamg pilot program. 

Bega, a Carmichael resident, 
works 40houra a week atthe Chil­
dren's World Leaning Center, 
5739 El Camino Ave .She ia one of 
19 students who graduated June 
30 from the program held at Car­
michael Presbyterian Church. 

"I have always wanted to work' 
with children,' said Bega, 32. *I 
never wanted to be on welfare, 

. and now I have the chance to stop 
recdvingit," 

The program was designed to 
train California Work Opportu­
nity and Responsibility to Kidsre-
dpiente to become licensed family 
ây-care providers. CalWORKs re-

dpiente face a 60-month lifetime 
limit in which to lecdva cash aid 
under welfare reform. . 

The two-year, $136,000 pilot 
project is sponsored by the county 
Department of Human Assis­
tance, the Los Rios Community 
College District and Child Action 
Inc, anonprofit advocatefor qual­
ity child care. 

"This program has been very 
succeMfiil with personal growth 
for many of the students," said 
Billee Wilson, child care coordina­
tor for the-Department of Human 
Assistance. T'hifl program has 
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given them a career ladder in 
early childhood development.' 

The funding paid for students' 
books, dasses, supplies and trans­
portation. 

Wilson said the graduates have 
earned 12 unite in early cliildhood 
development education. She said 
the graduates can be licensed to 
provide day care or work in child 
care centers. 

. Wilson said about 120 students 
have graduated from the program 
since January 1599. More than 85 
percent ofthe graduates work in 
child care, attend community col­
lege or work in another field. 

This program got me off of the 
welfare syBtem,1' said Aiden-area 
resident RaeAnne Coleman-
Becker, 37. The classea were ex­
tremely .difficult, but well worth 

. i f 
Becker, a single mother of four 

teenagers, teaches at the Wild 
Kingdom Learoing .Center, .2925 
Root Ave. Becker said she plans to 
teach for about Eve more years 
and then find administrative 
work. 

Bega said she will continue to re­
ceive money from CalWORKs un­
til she is able to earn more. Bega 

earns $6.50 perhour at the Chil­
dren's World Learning Center. 
She plans to attend American 
Biver College in the fall and study 
eaily childhood development for 
two years. 

The recent graduating class 
Was the fifth and .final das* to 
graduate from the pilot project, 
Wilson said, although $102,000 is 
available for retention services. 
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Wilson said the money will be 
used to assist family day-care pro­
viders who are CalWORKs recipi­
ents so they can stay in bosiness. 
She said the money will help pur-, 
chase items such as fire extin­
guishers and smoke alarms. 

"Everything was paid for in the 
program," said Bega. "All we had 
to do was show up, This program 
has truly changed my life."' 


