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“I can see that you are down. I can see that you have a
mad heart. The question is, what are you going to do with it?”

HEWITT JOINER, STREET WORKER (BELOW)

City mobilizes to stem

By Charles A. Radin and Daniel Vasquez
GLOBE STAFF

illy Stewart, chief probation officer

at Dorchester District Court, is

standing in the library of the Gro-

ver Cleveland Middle Schopl in

Fields Corner, rocking and rolling.

“Don’t front me, I won't front you,” Stew--

art says, telling 31 fifth and sixth gradersin
their own street Janguage that this is no time
for bravado. “What we are going to say to you
today, this is not a threat. This is part of your
education.”

The kids, selected for known or suspected
association with the Crips and the Bloods, the
infamous gangs from Los Angeles, shift unea-
sily in their too-small chairs. :

Stewart is in their face. At their back
stands a ring of ministers from black churches,
uniformed police officers, “suits” from the de-
partments of youth services and probation.
The heavies have,comé'to'the Grover to warn
the youngsters that'a miassive law-enforce-
ment assault is being mounted against the
gangs, and to offer them help staying out of -
the erossfire.

“We're starting to hear things we don’t

GLOBE STAFF PHOTO / JONATHAN WIGGS-

gangs’ lure

like. We're starting to hear Crips. We're start-
ing to hear Bloods,” Stewart says.
“Believe me! Believe me! BELIEVE ME!”-

_ His voice starts at drill sergeant volume and

rises to a shout. “This s not going to happen.”
The surprise summons to the library was
the first fruit of an effort quietly and inten- s
sively planned over the last three weeks to de-,
stroy the:notorious West Coast gangs' oot
holds in the'city, and to counter & resurgence :
of interest in local gangs. o
Leaders of the Boston Ten Point Coalition,
the Archdiocese of Boston, the School Depart-
GANGS, Page B4
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City mobilizes
to stem gangs’ lure

B GANGS
Continued from Page Al

ment, the gang squad, and numerous other
police units are participating in the drive to
intervene in the lives of youth who are not
vet confirmed gang members, but who are
helieved to be on the road to membership in
the Crips or the Bloods. The Thomas A. Edi-
son and William Howard Taft middle schools
in Brighton also have been visited by the po-
lice-ministerial alliance, and visits to Dor-
chester, Brighton, and East Boston high
schools are planned.

“Lately, as seems to be happening every-
where, there is an increase in gang activity
Jin the neighborhood] around the school,”
says Grover Cleveland principal Jose
Duarte. “"We are taking preventive steps,
rather than waiting for things to happen.”

That attitude is in sharp contrast to Bos-
ton's response to the rise of gangs in the late
1980=, when a prolonged period of official de-
nial contributed to an explosion of murder
and violence which took years to suppress.
This time denial has been short-lived, and
the response includes sympathy for would-be
gang members and construetive approaches
to their families, as well as a tough line to-
ward committed gang members.

In recent wecks, 18 gang-involved high
school youths have been pulled in and im-
prisoned for parole violations in an effort to
send out the coalition’s message of zero tol-
erance for renewed gang activity.

" Over the same period, police developed a
list of more than 200 at-risk youths who were

not yet deeply involved. Last night, teams of

ministers and law-enforcement officers be-
gan visiting their homes, talking with them
and their parents in an effort to steer them
away from gang involvement. The message
ia-similar to what the kids heard in the Gro-
ver Cleveland library and at the Taft Middle
School. There, street worker Hewitt Joiner
said to one boy with a man-sized body - a
candidate for “gang enforcer” - to avoid the

“lure of the street. “1 can see that you are
down. I can see that you have a mad heart.
The question is, what are you going to do
-with it? Don't let it lead to gangs. That will
lead vou nowhere.”

“We love you, we care about you. .. Oth- -

erwise we wouldn’t be here,” says the Rev.
Prince Woodbury, pastor of the Church of
All Nations, who takes the floor from Stew-
art. A giant of a man, he has a voice and
manner as gentle as Stewart's are tough.
The children squirm even more, expressions
of cockihe.ss', worry, embarrassment, and
amusement playing across their faces.

Then it's back to tough stuff..

“You have been identified as gang mem-
hers or wannabes,” gang squad officer Mark
Buchanan tells the youngsters. “Something
goex down,” you are who they're gonna
sweat. . . '

" “As God is my witness, Boston is not go-
ing back where it was. If we have to put you
ander the jail, so be it.”

Six months ago, Boston was basking in

* the national spotlight as a result of its anti-

gang and community policing efforts. The
city, which had reeled in horror at the
slaughter of children in its streets in the ear-
ly 19905, had not recorded a juvenile homi-
cide in two years. -

There were straws in the wind: LA gangs
were known to be expanding their influence
castward, making major inroads in the Mid-
west, the central South, New York: A Boston
police report obtained by the Globe last
spring attributed half the violent incidents in
the schools the previous year to youth claim-
ing Crip or Blood colors. MBTA and school
officials were seeing disturbing signs in new
graffiti, hand signs, and taste in bandanas.

. But most veterans of the battle to.sup-
press the local gangs a few years earlier did
not take these indicators very seriously. The
nascent Crips and Bloods were dismissed as
play-actors, without organization or leader-
ship. '

\

“We laid back a little, thinking we h
broken up all the gangs,” says Milton
Britten Sr.. supervisor of field services i
the state probation department. “Until th
Killed that kid |Eric Paulding, who was st
in December], I think a lot of people felt t
gang problem had been solved. While peoy
were enjoying the success, the Crips a

. Bloods and others were organizing.”

If the Paulding slaying was a wake-i
call, the murder of Juan Perello Corporan
mid-February, and a brutal early March :
tack in Brighton, in which Crips allegedly «



saulted a Blood with a hammer and a ma-
chete, triggered action.

On Feb. 17, Teny Gross, a city of Boston
street worker assigned to the Ella .J. Baker
settlement house, and Lieutenant Mike Hen-
nessy, a veteran officer of the school police
force, met during a memorial walk for Cor-
poran on Bowdoin street in Dorchester. The
men knew each other well, and had been dis-
cussing the rise in interest in Bloods and
Crips for a year.

“I was seeing more fights,” Gross says.
“We talked about understaffing, about hav-
ing trouble getting people to notice.”

The street worker contacted people the
two men knew through Operation Cease
Fire, an alliance of government agencies and
nongovernmental organizations forged in the
earlier period of street violence. And he ar-
ranged for Hennessy and Boston Police

"Lieutenant Gary French, head of the. city's
grang squad, to meet with leaders of the Ten
Point Coalition on the issue of Crips and
Bloods, . .

The assault in Brighton oceurred March
4. By the time of the Ten Point meeting
March 11 and a special cease fire meeting
the following day, the question was not
whether to act, but how fast. “That case sort
of kicked us off,” French says. “It made us
say. 'Hey, the ante has been upped, we gotta
do something."”

The response was far greater, and faster,
than he had expected. At the request of the
Rev. Jeffrey L. Brown, pastor of Union Bap-

tist Church in Cambridge and a leader of the
coalition, Cardinal Bernard F. Law called a
meeting at his residence on March 14, to
broaden religious-community involvement. in
the issues. Mayor Thomas M. Menino fol-
lowed suit on the afternoon of St. Patrick’s
Day to draw schools chief Thomas W. Pay-
zant and key principals and headmasters
into the mix. :

“Because of partnerships, because of
community policing, we have the network,

the resources to deal with these issues,” "

Menino says. “Are these Crips and Bloods
gang members organized? Copycats? Do
they have mentors? We don't know yet, but
we have acted to get out in front of it.”
“Chon,” a 17-vear-old Vietnamese from
Revere, is hanging in The Arcade on lower

Washington Street, in downtown Boston,

flving his colors. The white, Old English-
style “OSB” stitched on his baseball cap
identifies him as a member of the Oriental
Street Boys; the royal blue cap, worn in this
location, marks him as a Crip.

Today he's boasting about his gang's fe-
male counterpart, the Oriental Street Girls,
who also are Crips. “Wherever you find
OSBs, vou find 0SGs,"” he brags, but
“Crow,” his buddy says that’s small time.

“We're Crips, were big. We're nation-
wide,” says Crow, 19. “We're all.blue. Wher-
ever [ go, [ meet blue. The Crips bring us all
together. We just find each other. It's fate.”

Police estimate at least 200 people are af-

filiated with Crips and Bloods gangs in Bos-
ton and neighboring cities. They say the
groups in Boston proper are younger, more
loosely organized, and less involved in guns
and drugs than more established franchises
in Lowell, Lawrence, Lynn, and other, small-
er cities.

Gang members, and some ‘school and
community workers who have watched the
growing trend toward Crips blue, Bloods
red, and the associated graffiti and hand sig-
nals, say numbers are larger and connec-
tions with older members in the other cities
more direct than police suspect.

Crow said his Revere gang has more
than two-dozen male members, ranging in
age from 14 to 30, and “we’re connected to a
lot more others out there, believe me. ...
Eventually we all meet up. It's fate.”

Founded during the 1970x, the Crips and
the Bloods are street rivals from South Cen-
tral Los Angeles who have evolved into vio-
lent opponents, fueled by drugs and guns.
The Crips, who wear blue, were founded
first, and the red-clad Bloods soon followed;
chapters for both groups mushroomed. Po-
lice say Crips and Bloods are a substantial
part of the 150,000 gang members in the Los
Angeles metropolitan area, and chapters
have spread to cities nationwide, including
Chicago, New York, and Little Rock, Ark.

Those who join the Crips or the Bloods
say these groups, which call themselves “na-
tions,” offer more than the local gangs which
preceded them. Their relatively long history
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Zina Jacque (above), an
associate pastor at Union
Baptist Church, getting a young
man’s attention as she appealed
to him yesterday at the Taft

Middle School in Brightonto -

avoid gang activity. At right, the
Rev. Prince Woodberry praying
with boys after speaking to them
about the dangers of gang
involvement.




has been recorded in books, movies and tele-

vision; their colors are recognized by other

gang affiliates in the same way, they say,
that ordinary city residents recognize
McDonald’s golden arches or Boston Celtic
green.

Crips and Blood recruitment in Boston’

was first noticed in 1995 — not coincidentally,
the vear a determined effort to smash the
strongest, most violent local gangs scored-a
series of major vietories. The humbling of

the local powers, according to some law en- .
forcement and school sources, cereated on .

opening for gangs from outside the area.

In October of that year, several young
Bloods ran up to Hennessy of the school po-
lice. “I remember turning around and seeing:
about 20 [Crips], all dressed in blue,” chas-
ing the Bloods, Hennessy says. “That’s when

I knew we had something here.”

“They want to belong to someting differ-
ent than their brothers’ gangs. Something
bigger and badder,” said Boston gang unit
officer David Singletary, one of the leaders
in the initiative against the LA gangs. :

Police say Boston and other East Coast
street gangs have no formal links to Los An-
reles, although they do wear the same street
colors and uniforms: Baggy clothes, old-style
Nike tennis shoes, Adidas jackets, and a sin-
yle bdnddnd

Unlike LA, where most Crips and Bloods
keep to separate camps, in Boston the gangs
often intermingle. Unlike California gangs,
they are not bound to specific neighbor-
hoods.

Gang-unit officer Kenneth Israel says the
loose lines are evidence of disorganization
and poor imitation. But he also acknowl-
edges the looser structures are harder for
police to track. “Before, if you wanted to find
a Castlegate member, you would just go to
Custlegate Street. But these kids are differ-

.ent. They're not just from one place.”

Another difference between Boston and
other cities is that the new groupings of
Crips and Bloods here can include white,
black, Hispanic and Asian vouths. In Los
Angeles, most of the members are black.

“They are dealing with the issues of race
and ecthnicity, but for a negative purpose.”
says the Ten Point Coalition’s Brown,

The multicultural character of the local
Crips and Bloods, and their relative freedom
from geographic boundaries, were among
Brown's reasons for seeking the help of the
Archdiocese of Boston, which has influence
in outlving cities, and in relatively new immi-
grant groups, such as the Vietnamese, which
include many Catholies whose children were
at risk. '

Despite the community and official con:
cern over their growth, the new gangs have
yet to impress the majority of kids on the
streets.

“Nah, man, the Crips and Bloods dmt
|'e\pletwel out here. They stick to them-
selves,” is a typical street-corner comment:
“But if they want somcthmg then bring 'em
on. We got something for them.”

That's what police fear - that Crips and
Bloods will mature and begin to compete
with known Boston street gangs for terri-
tory, firepower, and the drug trade that in-
variably attracts older gang members. That
competition could lead to a renewal of seri-
ous street warfare here.

“Right now these are babies, these are
kids playing cowboys and Indians,” Hen-
nessy says. “That's whele we want to keep
it."

Outside the Ella J. Baker House, patrol
cars flash through the Four Corners section
of Dorchester, sirens wailing. Across Wash-
ington Street in Corbet Park, freshly paint-
ed graffiti on the basketball court announce
the presence of Crips in the neighborhood.”

Inside, Woodbury and Brown are talking
to the volunteers who began visiting the fam-
ilies of at-risk youth last night. The meeting
is short and to the point. Woodbury runs
through the recommended operating proce-
dure; Brown sums up. .

“We have our act together.” he says.
“Now is the time to move, to show what the
people of God can do.”

Finally he tells them to remind the kids
they visit: “If there’s peace, there’s going to
be jobs. No peace, no jobs. That's essential.”

The message plays both ways, Brown
stresses afterward: “Without jobs, there's no
peace. We have to get the message to. busi-
nesses and the rest of society. We have to
own up to our responsibilities and bring re-
sources to these kids, or else this thmg is
going to blow up in our faces.”
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Early intervention against gangs

Boston police officers who specialize in youth
gang violence are seeing a growing obsession with
the clothing styles, hand signals, and feuding cus-
toms of national gangs, including the infamous
Bloods and Crips. The attraction, particularly in
Boston’s middle schools, where the problem .is
most acute, stems largely from adolescent fanta-
sies. But the violent outcomes will be real and
gruesome if the trend goes unchecked.

Rather than just preach about respect and re-
sponsibility, clergy and lay workers from the Bos-
- ton Ten Point Coalition have joined with members
. of the Boston Police Department'’s youth violence
~ strike force to identify “wannabe” gang members
and school them in the consequences of gang in-
- volvement. Teams of police officers and clergy are
already visiting the homes and classrooms of stu-
' dents, some as young as 11, who fancy themselves
. urban outlaws. Catholic clergy, school principals,
" probation officials, and Department of Youth Ser-
vices workers reinforce the effort.

‘The home visit component in particular is in-

genious. Pastoral workers provide the youths with
a sense of a true brotherhood that emphasizes

" peaceful resolution of conflicts and self-awareness.

The presence of police officers, who try to remain
in the background, still speaks plainly to the po-
tential for prosecution and imprisonment. Even
parents prone to distraction or denial will have dif-
ficulty ignoring the significance of these visits.
Police estimate that as many as 300 local
youths are mimicking the national gangs. At least

* two serious assaults in Brighton have been linked

to a gang feud of Bloods-Crips imitators. Asian
youngsters, according to police, gravitate to the
Bloods. Black youths incline toward the Crips.
They are all leaning into an abyss. About half of
the 35 gang members first identified by police
about two years ago are already in jail.

“We have to walk out there boldly,” says the
Rev. Jeffrey L. Brown, a board member of the Ten
Point Coalition. More foundation and corporate
support for such innovative urban ministries will
ensure that they walk with strength in numbers.
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Subtitle B — Other Matters

Sec. 511. Study of Marketing Practices of Motion Picture, Recording, and Video/Personal
Computer Game Industries.

(a) Study. —

(1) In general.—The Federal Trade Commission and Attorney General shall jointly conduct
study of marketing practices of the motion picture, recording, and video/personal game
industries.

(2) Issues examined.—In conducting the study under paragraph (1), the Commission and the
Attorney General shall examine —

(A)  the extent to which the motion picture, recording, and video/personal computer industries
target the marketing of violent, sexually explicit, or other unsuitable material to minors,
including whether such content is advertised or promoted in media outlets in which minors
comprise a substantial percentage of the audience;

(B)  the extent to which retail merchants, movie theaters, or others who engage in the sale or
rental for a fee of products of the motion picture, recording, and video/personal computer
industries—

(1) have policies to restrict the sale, rental, or viewing to minors or music, movies, or
video/personal computer games that are deemed inappropriate for minors under the applicable
voluntary industry or labeling systems; and

(i1) have procedures compliant with such policies;

(C)  whether and to what extent the motion picture, recording, and video/personal computer
industries require, monitor, or encourage the enforcement of their respective voluntary rating or
labeling systems by industry members, retail. merchants, movie theaters, or others who engage in
the sale or rental for a fee of the products of such industries;

(D)  whether any of the marketing practices examined may violate Federal law; and

(E)  whether and to what extent the motion picture, recording, and video/personal computer
industries engage in actions to educate the public on the existence, use, or efficacy of their
voluntary rating or labeling systems.

3) Factors of determination. — In determining whether the products of the motion picture,
recording, or video/personal computer industries are violent, sexually explicit, or otherwise
unsuitable for minors for the purposes of paragraph



(2)(A), the Commission and the Attorney General shall consider the voluntary industry rating or
labeling systems of the industry concerned as in effect on the date of the enactment of this Act.

(b) Report.—Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Commission
and the Attorney General shall submit to Congress a report on the study conducted under
subsection (a).

(c¢) Authority. — For the purposes of the study conducted under subsection (a), the Commission

may use its authority under subsection 6(b) of the Federal Trade Commission Act to require the

filing of reports or answers in writing to specific questions, as well as to obtain information, oral
testimony, documentary material, or tangible things.
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SEC. 506. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) Antitrust lawe.--The term "antitrust laws'®' has the
meaning given such term in the first section of the Clayton
Act (15 U.S.C. 12) and includes section 5 of the Federal
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 45).

(2) Internet.--The term "Internet'' means the combination
of computer facilities and electromagnetic transmission
media, and related equipment and software, comprising the
interconnected worldwide network of computer networks that
employ the Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol or
any gsuccessor protocol to transmit information.

(3) Movies.--The term "movies'' means motion pictures.

(4) Person in the entertainment industry.--The term
"person in the entertainment industry'' means a television
network, any entity which produces or distributes television
programming (including motion pictures), the National Cable
Television Association, the Association of Independent
Televigsion Stations, Incorporated, the National Association
of Broadcasters, the Motion Picture Association of America,
each of the affiliate organizations of the television
networks, the Interactive Digital Software Association, any
entity which produces or distributes video games, the
Recording Industry Association of America, and any entity
which produces or distributes music, and includes any
individual acting on behalf of such person.

(5) Telecast.--The term “"telecast'' means any program
broadcast by a television broadcast station or transmitted by
a cable television system.

Subtitle B--Other Hntferl

SEC. 511. STUDY OF MARKETING PRACTICES OF MOTION PICTURE,
RECORDING, AND VIDEO/PERSONAL COMPUTER GAME
INDUSTRIES. :

(a) Study.-- _

(1) In general.~--The Federal Trade Commission and the
Attorney General shall jointly conduct a study of the
marketing practices of the motion picture, recording, and
video/personal computer game industries.

(2) Issues examined.~--In conducting the study under
paragraph (1), the Commission and the Attorney General shall
examine--

(A) the extent to which the motion picture, recording, and
video/personal computer industries target the marketing of

*Page 10
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violent, sexually explicit, or other unsuitable material to
minors, including whether such content is advertised or
promoted in media outlets in which minore comprise a
substantial percentage of the audience;

(B) the extent to which retail merchants, movie theaters,
or others who engage in the sale or rental for a fee of
products of the motion picture, recording, and video/personal
computer industries--

(1) have policies to restrict the sale, rental, or viewing
to minors of music, movies, or video/personal computer games
that are deemed inappropriate for minors under the applicable
voluntary industry rating or labeling systems; and

(ii) have procedures compliant with such policies;

(C) whether and to what extent the motion picture,
recording, and video/personal computer industries require,
monitor, or encourage the enforcement of their respective
voluntary rating or labeling systems by industry members,
retail merchants, movie theaters, or others who engage in the
sale or rental for a fee of the products of such industries;

(D) whether any of the marketing practices examined may
violate Federal law; and

(E) whether and to what extent the motion picture,
recording, and video/personal computer industries engage in
actions to educate the public on the existence, use, or
efficacy of their voluntary rating or labeling systems.

(3) FPactors for determination.--In determining whether the
products of the motion picture, recording, or video/personal
computer industries are violent, sexually explicit, or
otherwise unsuitable for minors for the purposes of paragraph
(2) (A), the Commission and the Attorney General shall
consider the voluntary industry rating or labeling systems of
the industry concerned as in effect on the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(b) Report.--Not later than one year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Commission and the Attorney
General shall submit to Congress a report on the study
conducted under subsection (a).

(c) Authority.--For the purposes of the study conducted
under subsection (a), the Commission may use its authority
under section 6(b) of the Federal Trade Commission Act to
require the filing of reports or answera in writing to
specific questions, as well as to obtain information, oral
testimony, documentary material, or tangible things.
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New York Women in Communications, Inc.
355 Lexington Avenue, 17th Floor

New York, New York 10017-6603

Tele: 212,297.2133 Fax: 212.370.9047

E-mail: info@nywici.org

Website: www.nywici.org

May 3, 1999
To: Mafsha Berry, Room #100
- Fax: (202) 456-7305
Fr: Holly Munter Koenig
Executive Director
Re: Committee Participant
Dear Marsha:

Thanks to you and the rest of Mrs. Clinton’s staff for adding to the success of New York
Women in Communication’s Matrix Awards held recently here in New York City. Mrs..
Clinton was wonderful — as usual — as she presented Katie Couric's award for broadcasting.

The following letters just past my desk since I'm also Executive Director of a number of
other natlonal associations; this one In comic book publishing. It's about how Michael
Silberkleit, Co-publisher of Archie Comics and President of the national organization, the
Comics Magazine Association of America, wishes to serve on the new committee currently
being developed to deal with violence in our schools. Michael would certainly be an asset.
Just hoping that these letters are getting into the right hands so that he hears from
someone.

Thank you again.

Enclosures
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COMIC PUBLICATIONS, INC

325 FAYETTE AVENUE (914) 381-5155
MAMARONECK, NY 10543-2318 TELEFAX (914) 381-2335
May 3, 1999 By Fax to: (202) 456-6244

Ms. Melanne Verveer

Chiet of Statf to The First Lady
The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Ms. Verveer:

On April 29th, T served as Principal For A Day at P.S. 137 on the lower east side of Manhattan.
At the town meeting that followed, ] told the audiencc of my experienccs that day, and of how |
felt like Mr.Wcatherbee, the principal of Riverdale High, the school Archie attends.

On a more serious note, I cxplained how as a comic book publisher, | felt that my company has a
responsibility to our young readcrs to provide stories that are non violent and promote family
values. | sat right behind Mrs. Clinton, and when 1 spoke, I detected that she was an Archie fan.

On April 30, I leamned that President Clinton is forming a committec of media peoplc to meet in
Washington to discuss ways to curb violence in our schools, 1 faxed the enclosed letter to the
First Lady offering my services to be on the commirttcc. When my secretary phoned the White
House today, she was told that the letter should have been faxed to you as Chief of Staft'to Mrs.
Clinton.

For almost 60 years, Archic and his pals have been rolc models to the young people of Amcrica
and we stand ready to serve in any way in this new venture.

I look torward to hearing from you.

Sincercly,
ARCHIE COMI .PUBLTCA}'IONS, INC.

ic;;_l/lv/ﬁ

ilberkleit
Chairman/Publisher
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COMIC PUBLICATIONS, INC.

325 FAYETTE AVENUE (914) 381-5155

MAMARONECK, NY 10543-2318

By Fax to: (202) 456-5199

April 30, 1999

lirst Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White |louse
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

Yesterday I was honored to be Principal for a Day at P.S. 137 on the lower East Side of
Manhattan. At the Town Mceting that followed | sensed that you were an Archie fan when |
told the audience about bringing 600 Archic Comic Books to our school and discussing reading
and Archic’s principles and values with the firsl to six graders we addressed. I also detected a
bit of nostalgia when I mentioned that I published Archie comics and felt like Mr. Weatherbee,
the principal at P.S. 137.

Today | heard on the news that President Clinton is forming a committce of media people to
meet in May and discuss plans to deal with violence in our schools, drinking, use of seat belts,
cte. The purpose of this letter is to offer my seivices to be on this committee.

Besides being Chairman and Co-publisher of Archie Comics, I am President of the Comics
Magazine Association of America. ] feel that we publishers have a responsibility to the young
people of America to bring forth a product that expresses strong family values and promote
reading. ] have a very strong desire to be on the President’s Committee.

Archie Comics have been published for almost sixty years und are totally non-violent and our
stories revolve around Archic and his pals® day to day experiences in school, at home, and
amongst his friends. The Archie characters are roll models and known to parents, grandparents
and millions of children alike.

P.03-04

TELEFAX (914) 381-2335
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First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
April 30, 1999
Page 2

Our Website, www.archiecomics.com is receiving millions of “hits™ each month and is growing
by millions each month. We as parents have an obligation to the children of America. Archie
Comics are reader breeders, and I stand willing to serve in any way I can on this committee. 1
look forward to hearing trom the White Housc.

Sincerely,

ARCHIE COMIC PUBLICATIONS, INC.

ichéfgﬂb/

Chairman/Publisher
MIS/kg

TOTAL P.@4



PARENTS LEAD WAY
AD STATES DEBATE
SCHOOL VOUCHERS

BILLS IN 25 LEGISLATURES

Support Rises Among the Poor,
but Critics Fear Cutbacks
for Public Education

“ By MICHAEL JANOFSKY

ALBUQUERQUE, Jan. 26 — One
mother said it was the violence. An-

ather said it was the drug dealing. A

third said it was the growing number

of children she noticed each day .
smoking, hugging and kissing in the

schoolyard.

One by one, two dozen parents .

from low-income neighborhoods
here in southwest Albuquerque ex-
plained how fear and anguish had led
them to remove their children from
public schools and enroll them in

private schools costing as much as

$2,000 a year.

Their stories unfolded as part of a
plea to lawmakers to enact a school
voucher program that would let
them use public funds to help pay
private school tuition. It is a plea that
has caught the ear of Republicans
here, particularly Gov. Gary E.
Johnson, who is proposing what
would be the most ambitious voucher
program in the country.

But the parents’ heartfelt passion
is being met with equal fervar by
other politicians, as well as teachers
and their union representatives, who
fear that taking money out of public
schools would hasten their erosion.

It is a debate playing out across
the country with increasing intensity
as more than 25 legislatures consider
bills that would create some type of
system in which public dollars would
be used for private and parochial
schools like the Abundant Life Chris-
tian School here, where many par-
ents pay $2,000 a year for each child
they enroll.

Even with violence, drugs, crowd-
ing and unqualified teachers under-
mining achievement in many public
schools, few measures, if any, includ-
ing New Mexico's, are expected to
pass this year. But forces on both
sides — and experts who have stud-
ied the public and private financing
of education — say support for school
vouchers is growing so rapidly, espe-
cially in poor neighborhoods, that
more cities and states will eventuaily
implement programs through legis-
lation or statewide ballot initiatives.

“A lot of people have been talking
about this issue for quite a few
years,” said Eric Hirsch, a senior
-policy specialist for the National
Conference of State Legislatures,
who tracks education issues. ‘A lot
of states aren’t quite there yet, but
there are a lot of proposals out
there."”

Paul Peterson, a professor of gov-
ernment at Harvard who has studied
the existing programs, said the

growing popularity of ‘charter
schools around the country was
strong evidence that more voucher
programs were inevitable. Charter
schools are public schools that oper-
ate largely free of state and local
regulations and unions. They are in-
tended to provide a creative alterna-
tive to traditional public schools but
must demonstrate progress or risk
being closed.

“Every time something. is intro-
duced that provides more choice, it is
never taken away,” Professor Peter-
son said. *‘Parents really like it so
politicians can't afford to take it
back. Vouchers may creep along be-
cause the political opposition is so
intense, but it’ll happen.”

Only five public voucher programs
are operating now — in Milwaukee,
Cleveland, Florida, Minnesota and
Arizona — each serving a relatively
small percentage of children.

Here in New Mexico, legislation
proposed last year and again this

month by-Goverpor Johnson,-a Re-

publican in his second term, would
exceed them significantly by offer-
ing each of the state's 316,000 chil-

dren in public schools a voucher °
worth $3,500 a year.that could be -

used for tuition at any private or
perochial school in the state.

*You would like to have a choice,” :

sald Geri Paiz, a disgruntled mother
who pulled the last three of her six

children out of public schools this :

year and s now paying $1,000 each
for them to attend Catholic schools.

: “What they don't realize is that

many parents would jump at the
chance to have a choice.”

For now, the slow pace of accept-
ance is largely owing to efforts of
politically active and well-organized
opponents, including unions like the
National Education Association and
the American Federation of Teach-
ers, who have strong ties to the Dem-
ocratic Party. .

They contend that using public dol-
lars to help some students get into
private schools hurts those left be-
hind by taking money away from
teacher salaries, school construction
and teaching materials. They also

({\L‘\wao

argue that private and parochial
schools, which have the right to ac-
cept or reject applicants, would take
only higher-performing children,
leaving public-school classrooms
filled with a higher percentage of
students with learning, language and
behavioral problems.

Independent studies of the Milwau-
kee and Cleveland programs have
found that students who use vouch-
ers to attend private schools perform
at a slightly higher rate than public-
school students. A greater advan-
tage, as the studies show, may be
satisfaction among parents — for
having the choice and for feeling
secure that their children are learn-
ing in a safer environment.

But researchers like Kim Metcalf,
a professor of education at Indiana
University, say the programs are too
young and too small to draw any
definite conclusions, and some re-
sults may reflect factors that have
little to do with the classroom.

“If you look at the performance of
kids in private versus public schools,

the private schools look substantially
better,” Mr. Metcalf said. “But
there’s a probability that private-
school parents are better-educated,
make more money and provide more
intellectual stimulus at home.”

Mr. Peterson said, ‘'Nobody finds
them bad for kids, and there is a
tremendous enthusiasm from par-
ents-”

Despite their growing appeal
among  parents, private-school
vaouchers have achieved virtually no
support at the national level since the
Bush administration and, until re-
cently, not much more in state legis-
latures, which have been debating
the issue for more tuan 20 years.
Ballot initiatives have fared no bet-
ter, failing decisively in Michigan
(1978), Oregon (1990), Colorado
(1992) and California (1993).

To create a choice for parents,
cities and states have more often
allowed them to enroll children in
any public school, the case in New
Mexico, and have approved more
charter schools, which now number

V7
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ONE DOLLAR

Unlikely Clash:
Bradley Fights
With McCain

Both Woo Independent
Voters in the Primary

By RICHARD L. BERKE

MANCHESTER, N.H., Jan. 30 —
Inside a V.F.W. hall in Franklin,
N.H,, this afternoon, It seemed like
another routine campaign day for
Senator John McCain But as he was
speaking inside, something far from
ordinary was happening outside: A
cluster of Bill Bradley workers,
brandishing big blue signs for the
Democrat, tried to drum up support
for their candidate from voters who
had gathered to hear Mr. McCaln, an
Arizona Republican.

it was no accident. Katherine
Soffer, & Bradiey worker, said the

As time ran out, Kevin Dyson lunged to score but could not escape Mike Jones as the Rama won the Suptr Bowl, 23-16, over the Titans in Atlanta.

Rams Win Super Bowl Thriller, as Titans Fall a Yard Short

8y MIKE FREEMAN

ATLANTA, Jan 30 — It was a fit-
:ing ond for this 51 Louis Rams leam
cf castoffs The quarierback, Kun
wamer, was bagging groceries at
one point at a store in Cedar Falls,
lowa. The wde recelver, lssac
Bruce. was once labeled as a player
whose injured hamstrings made the
news more than his touchdown
catches. The coach, Dick Vermeil,
succumbed to what he called bur-
out, leaving the profession for almost
twn decades

Then came a miraculous play. on
the biggest stage in football., and

suddenly the three men were not the
punch lipe to a joke, They were Super
Bowl heroes.

Warner, with just 1| minute 34 sec-
onds left in the game. connected on &
73-yard pass to Bruce for the game-
winning touchdown, a play mn will
surely go down in ch lore.

1t was one of the most exciting
Super Bowls ever, cuiminating a
year In which no-name players (ike
Warner turmed from pumpkins lo
Pro Bowiers and nontraditional
teams like the Titans and the Rams
went (rom embarrassment to being
contenders.

11 broke a 1614 e and made the
Rams 23-18 winners over the Tennes-
see Titens tonight tn Super Bowl
XXXIV.

St. Louts then held on. barely, halt-
tng Tennessee only when receiver
Kevin Dyson was tackled by line-
backer Mike Jones about a yard
short of sending the game into over-
time on the [inal play.

Several years ago. while out of
professional (football, Warner was
‘busy asking peopie If they wanted
paper or plasiic while working in a
grocery store, but tonight he threw
for a record 414 yards, bresking Joe
Montana’s mark of 387 in Super Bowl
XXl against Cincimnati in 1989
Warner, whom Vermeil compared
with Montana last week, was voted

the game's most valuabie player.

“} guess it is sort of & storybook

ending,” said Warner, who played in

the Arens league and N.F.i. Europe -

before landing tn the National Foot-
ball League tn 1998 as a backup.
“When you think about where | was
and where | am now, it seems pretty
incredible.”

The cast of players in this game
who were great i3 tong. Bruce had
162 yards on 6 catches, while Rams
receiver Torry Holt set 8 Super Bow)
record with reception yardage by a
rookie, 109. Titans quarterback Steve
M¢cNair, only the second black quar-

Continued on Page D4

ALTERNATIVE CARE
GAINS A FOOTHOLD

Traditional Scientists Testing
Unconventional Therapies

Sy SHERYL GAY STOLBERG

BALTIMORE — In the year he
has suffered from ostecarthritis,
Harold Katcoffl has foliowed his doc-
tors’ advice, (0 no avail: aspifin,
steroids, the Ilatest ant-inflamma-
tory drugs. The pilis, he says, offer
httle reliel from the stabbing patn tn
the back of his knees. 50 Mr. Katcoff,
an 80-year-oid relired pharmacist. is
trying Chinese medicine instead Or
at least, he thinks he 5.

Every Tuesday and Thursday
since late November, Mr. Katcolf
has come here, to Keman Hospital,

FOLK CURLS ON TRIAL
A special report.

Dad Was President (but Please, No Dynasty Talk)

By R.W. APPLE Jr.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 3 — They
were on (he same platform on Satur-
day, George Bush and George W.
Bush, father and son, former presi-
dent and would-be preskient, plus the
family matniarch, Barbars Bush,
and three of George W.'s four 3id-
lings. seeking votes in the New
Hampshire primary.

But you will incur the Bushes'
wrath if you compare their family to
that other well-known American po-
liucal clan, the Ktnnldys

“That really irks me,” e former
president sad the other day. in one of
the rare (nterv.ews he has given
about his son the presidential candi-
dale. “We're not like them. We don'l
do press about everything. and we
cerwainly don‘l see ourseives as a
éynasty. ‘D’ and ‘'L’ — those two
words, dynasty and legacy — irritate
me. We don't leel ennitied to any-
thing ™
But isn't talk about dynasties justs-
fied. maybe \nevitable, he was aaked,
wth the eidest son, George W., the
pvcmnr ol Texas who s running for
. and another son, Jeb, the

10 see an scupunciurist who pokes
him with 20 needles, § in each leg and
2 1n the belly, and then hooks the
probes to & mild electrical current
The patient i3 convinced thar e
therapy works “It's fantastic,” Mr.
Katcofl says. But in the same breath,
he admits that he cannot be certain If
the effect is resl, or imagined

That is becauss Mr. Kaicoft may
be receiving sham acupunciure —
needie slicks 1 places whers, ac-
co o the theories of traditional
Chinese medicine, they should not do
any good He is & volunteer in a §2.3
million federally linanced study. run
by a rheumatology professor and a
tarnuy-practice doctor al the Univer-
sity of Maryland The study repre-
sents a new wave in acsdemic medi-
cine: the application of rigorous,
Western sclentfic methads — inchud-
ing the gold standard of medical re-
search. the placedo, or fake therapy,
as & control — (0 test allernalive
therapies, trom ginkgo biloba 1o
shark cartilage to & mystica) Ch-
nese healing art known as gi gong.

Just tive years &go, many academ-
ics would not have gone near such
studies, for fear they would become &
laughingstock. And whils alternstive
therapies remsain bugely controver-
sial 10 the staid world of science —

mrnnr of Flonda, both following tn
the tootsteps of their lather and their
grandiather, Prescott Bush, a Jong-
ume senator from Connecuicul? With
a fair chance that George W. could
become the first presdenual son
since John Quincy Adams o enter

MORE ON THE CAMPAIGN

DEMOCRATS $PAR Bill Bradley saxd
8 1998 fund-raiser could cost Al Gore
the election; Mr. Gore accused his
nval of divisive aACKS.  PAGE Al

VOTIRS WnCE To many independ-
e voters and undecided Demo-
crats, Bitl Bradley's sitacks an Al
Gore are troubling PAGE A

the White House?

“What kind of fellow was Quin-
cy?" the eider Bush replied, taking
refuge (rom & question in the kind of
jokey banter that charactanzes the
family. “Was he an arisiocrat, or
was he as good a guy as George?”

George W. Bush may be the cand)-
date of the Repubdlican regulars, but
be, too, disclaims dynostic creden-
Uals. In Midiana, Tex. where he
grew up, he said in a separste inter-
view, “'you were judged apart from
your pedigree — Texas is like that.”
Yes. he followed hiy [ather 10 Ando-
ver and Yale, the onty Bush of his

generstion to do 30, but uniike his
tather, he was neither 8 scholar nor
an athiete. and he was 8 it uncom-
fortadie at both.

Though he tapped hia father's
compendious maing ksl for donors,
the younger Bush strives to send the
message at his 13 a Texas-based,
not & Washington-based, campaign.
He often wears cowboy boois. He
tells crowds in New Hempshire, "my
area code is 512, not 202° — Austin,
What is. not Washington And except
for foreygn-policy advisers, he has

* Continued on Poge AlR

John McCain and his wile, Cindy, were
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PARENTS LEAD WAY
AS STATES DEBATE
SCHOOL VOUCHERS

BILLS IN 25 LEGISLATURES

Support Rises Among the Poar,
but Critics Fear Cutbacks
for Public Education

By MICHAEL JANOFSKY .

ALBUQUERQUE, Jan. 28 — Ome
mother said it was the violence. An-
other said it was the drug dealing. A
third said it was the growing number
of children she noticed each day
smoking, hugging and kissing in the
schoolyard.

One by one, two doren parents
from low-income netghbo

that there were “‘quite &
number of tndependents on u\e (m
between McCain and B

Only two days befare the pmmry
in New Hampshire on Tuesday. Mr.
Bradley. a former senator from New
Jersey, and Mr. McCain are locked in
an Improbable struggie over a tiny
pool of truly independent vaters who
sre allowed to cast baliots in the
Democratic or Republican’ ‘contest
&nd, it so happena, are torn between
the two men.

It seems particularty unlikely be-
cause they are hardly political look-
alikes: Mr. Bradiey does not wince
when he is called a liberal, Mr. Mc-
Cain happily cslls himself a conser-
vative. But in the closing stretch of
the campaign, both candidates have
intensilied their pitches to independ-
ent-minded voters by emphasizing
their proposals to reform the cam-
paign finance system — and by por-
traying themseives as \Vuhuulon
icanociasts.

Such competition befween candi-
dates in different parues is highly
unususl and reflects, in part, an in-
fNlux of new voters into this state who
are less rooted with one party or
anaother

1t makes for an untikely scent on
the campaign trall. An old pick-up
truck psried near a Bradley event in
Cancord loday had two bumper
stickers. one lor Mr. Bradiey and ane
for Mr. McCmin It was only Dtng
that 1n between the stickers was a
“Live Free of Dw" license piate,
refiecting the state slogan that cele-
brales New Hunpsmn': maverk
Image.

Roughly 37 percem of registered
voiers in New e are not

here In A que ex-
plained how fear and anguish had ted
them to remove thelr children from
pudlic schools and enroll them in
private schoois costing a3 much as
$2,000 a year.

Their stortes unfolded as partof a
plea 10 lawmakers to enact s school
voucher program that would et
them use public funds to help pay*
private school tuttion. It is a piea that
has ceught the eat of Republicany
here, particularly Gov. Gary E.
Johnson, who Is proposing what
would be the most ambitious voucher
program in the country.

But the parents’ heartfelt

Is being met with equal fervor by . .

other politicians, as well 83 teachers
and their union representatives, who
fear that taking money out of public
schools would hasten their erosion.

It is a debate playing tut scross
the country with increasing intensity
as more than 25 legisiatures consider
bills that would crexte some type of
system in which public doliars would
be used for private and parochial
schools like the Abundant L.ife Chris-
tan School here, where many par-
ents pay $2,000 a year for each child
they

enroll

Even with viclence, drugs, crowd-
ing and unqualified teschers under-
mining schievement in many public
schouis, few mensures,  any, includ-
ing New Mexico's. are expected o
pass Uns year. But forces oo buth
sides — and experis who have stud-
ied the public and private hiancing
of education — say support fer school
vouchers s growing 30 rapidly, espe-
cially in poor neighborhoods, that
more cities and states will eventually

Continued on Page AlS

ety Aimwuis The Pew Vanb [vlre
d event in New H,

programs through legis-
lation or statewide baliot tnitiatives.

“A lot of peopie have been talking
about this issue lor quite a lew
years,” ssid Eric Hirsch, a senior
policy specualit for the Nauonal
Conference of Siate Legisiatures,
who tracks education issucs. A lot
of states aren’t quite there yet but
there are a lot of propasals out
there.”

Paul Peterion, a professor of gov-
esnment at Harvard who has studied
the eusting programs, sad the

Conttnued or. Page A21

An Austrian’s R(;se

Is Stirring Passions
BothLeftand Right

By DONALD G. McNEIL Jr.

MOUNT GERLITZEN, Austria,
Jar 29 — To many average Austri-
ans, Jorg Hauder i3 that southern
governor with the odd blend of hib-
eral plans and (21
granl senumenis they mught quietly
agree with but that they know ook
bad to the European Unson.

Tohts local lans, he i3 their maver-

Russians Awaken to a Forgotten SS Atrocity

By MICHAEL WINES

YANTARNY, Russis, Jan. 30 — At
the stan of the death march in Kb
nigsberg. they numbered about 7,000
= the vast bulk of them women, most
quile young, all clad i wonden-soled

shoes, thin rags embie-
Yantaroy ned with yeliow sx-

Jeurna) PoInted siars snd tede-

phone wire belts on

By the uma Lhey reached a vacant
lock factory ia this nondescript ses-
side village. alfter two days and 23
mues of brutal winter weather, there
may have bean 4000 left. They re-
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mauned perhaps (our days, then were
herded down a bucolic cobblesiane
lane and past dilapidaied workers'
coliages lo an abandoned amber
mune on the shore of the Ballic Sea

It was there, 35 yesrs ago Monday
night, that 55 guards split them wito
packs of 50, sent them fleeing down
the beach and on to the icecovered
watef itself. then mowed Llhem down
with machine guns. Others were &3
corted 10 the mine and shot pouni-
blank

Auschwitz had been liberated tour
days before. “Never forget,” the civ-
lized world said.

But the world forgol about the
massacre of Jewush nnocents at
Palmnicken, now the Russian town
of Yantarny, until today. Today, on
ihe beath, a roaring gale whipped
Lhe sleet tnto needles and raised tow-
aring whiecaps on a ses the color of
Wet coment. Al Lhe base of Lhe amber
mine. & stesp concretebuttressed

cint

INSIDE

Phone Alllance In Europe

about
2300 mourners oemnnd a small pyr-
amd ol siones and a plaque 1o Lhe
viciums of the Kbnigaberg march and
the Paimnicken massacre.

They were the first tangible recog-
nition thal the march and massacre
had ever occurred. Unil today, there
was no memorial 10 Holocaust vic-
ums anywhere In Konigsberg —
known now as Russian Kahimngrad
= even though It was home to sev-
eral small concentsaton camps.

Astoundingly, the whole of the Ks-
liningrsd regson — a million people,
the eldest of whom lought vahantly
10 defeat Hitler's army in Worid War
11 = was utterly unaware until a
year ago that the massacre had ever
taken place. "'As lar as | know, no

Continued on Page Ad

e AirTouch of Britain an-
nounced an alliance with Vivend of
France that would derail a plan by
Mannesmann of Germany 10 link

Kk man up the fat cats in
Vienna who for decades handed out
Jobs based an political coonections
rather than brains or talent

To loreigners, he 18 that
bic Austnan who once saud several
pro-Nan things.

For the 14 years of Mr. Haider's
seemuingly irrenistible rise us the poti-
tics of tranquii. prosperous Austria,
thase dilferences were mostly a tem-

with Vivendl to thwan $)
bid t0 buy Mannesmann.  PAGE C)

Kenyan Jet Down at Sea

A Kenya Airways jet with 169 pas-
sengers and 10 crew members
aboard crashed at sea off Abid)an.
Ivory Caast. PAGE al0

U.S.-North Korea Talks Set

North Korea said high-level officials
would hold talks in the Unsted States
tn March on its missiles and other
1OPICS INCIUdIng LETTOTISM.  PAGE A3

New Market for Old Mastars

Amcncln! are showing new interest

GEE WNY OUFT CERTDWATES CAN B
ended wub Camsase . . hup | kU ot ibeoten.oum s
Sovep yug s v = ALWT.

| vork.

by nid masiers and saes
ln shifung beyond Londan to New
THE ARTS, PAGE 31

pesttna cup. Now that hus
party looks sel [0 jown Austria’s gov-
emment, 1srael has threatened 1o
break dipiomatic reiatons, and
France, Germany, Belgium, Sweden,
Iraly — tn fact all of Austna‘s 14
partners in the European Unwn
are alarmed and pondering diplo-
matic retahanon.

Mt Hader and his supparniers are
openly ollended by the wdea that fel-
low Europeans would tssue threats
over an election resull not W therr
liking. But today, they hnd other
things to do at his 30th buhday

Continued on Puge A3
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1,700 around the country, up from
several hundred a few years ago.

The oldest of the voucher pro-
grams paid for with public money is
Milwaukee’s, in eftect for 10 years,
offering families that fall below cer-
tain income levels vouchers worth up
to $4,894 a year. Cleveland's five-
year-old program uses other income
levels to offer vouchers worth up to
$2,250. In Florida, which last year

became the first state to approve a

statewide measure,

academic achievement, and any
child attending a school that has
been judged to be ‘“failing” two
years in a row becomes eligible for
$3,500 from the state.

Programs in Minnesota and Ari-
zona take a different approach, offer-
ing tax benefits for dollars invested
in education. In Minnesota, families
making less than $37,500 with chil-
dren in public or private schools are
eligible for $1,000 per child, to a max-
imum of two, as reimbursement
from the state for certain education-
al expenses, including textbooks, tu-
tors and computer equipment. All
{amilies are eligible for tax deduc-
tions for tuition costs.

In Arizona, residents who donate
to “student tuition organizations,”
which distribute money to needy
families, can deduct the full amount
of the donation from their taxes.

Despite tormidable political oppo-
sition, proponents of vouchers in oth-
er states are pushing ahead.

Twice in the last three years, Gov.
George W. Bush of Texas supported
a proposed pilot program for stu-
dents at low-performing schoois. The
legislation failed both times, but its
sponsor, Senator Teel Bivans, an
Amarillo Republican, intends to in-
troduce it again when the Texas
legislature returns to session next
year. Mr. Bush continues to support
vouchers as a Republican presiden-
tial candidate.

In Pennsylvania, another Republi-
can governor, Tom Ridge, has failed
four times since 1995 in efforts to
push through legislation that would
provide state money to children for
private or parochial schools. A
spokesman said the governor would
keep trying through the end of his

second term, in 2002.

Seven years after California’s first
ballot initiative on vouchers failed,
supporters are trying again, collect-
ing signatures to get a measure be-
fore voters in November. An initia-
tive is also being developed in Michi-
gan.

In Kansas, lawmakers are consid-
ering a. pilot voucher proposal that
would aid 300 at-risk children even

each public ...though Gov. Bill Graves, a Republi-

school is graded annually for overall .=

can, has clearly indicated he is “‘less
than enthusiastic’’ about voucher
programs of any kind, according to
his spokesman.

Here in New Mexico, Governor
Johnson has made vouchers a hall-
mark issue, convinced that the ever-
increasing money spent on state pub-
lic schools — $1.6 billion proposed
this year, almost half the budget —

Using public
dollars for private
and parochial
education.

has not produced significant im-
provements in student performance.
Last year, he refused to sign a
budget that did not include a voucher
program and called in legislators for
a special session to iron out their
differences. Facing Democratic ma-
jorities in both chambers, Mr. John-
son finally signed a package that did
not include vouchers, but he succeed-
ed in creating new visibility for what
he says is inevitable. .
This year, Republicans in the
House and Senate introduced his pro-
posal again, and in his State of the
State address this month, the vouch-
er issue was the first he mentioned.
“Every state screams out about
every single problem in education
and asks what they should be doing,"
Mr. Johnson said in an interview.
“By all measures, we're doing just a
little bit worse year by year by year.
But vouchers is the right vehicle, and

-

ultimately you are going to see
school reform based on choice hap-
pen.”

Mr. Johnson conceded that he did
not expect the measure to survive
the legislature again this year. But
with ail 112 state lawmakers facing
re-election in November, “I want to
make this the campaign issue this
year,” he said.

That prospect delights parents like
Ms. Paiz and Elena Maldonado, who
enrolled her daughter, Laura, 12, in
the Abundant Life school two years
ago because of gang activity and
drugs at her public elementary
school. Ms. Maldonado said she was
a Democrat who planned to vote for
Vice President Al Gore, a voucher
opponent, in the presidential election.
But she vowed to vote against her
state legislators, who are Demo-
crats, if they did not support a vouch-
er program.

State Senator Linda M. Lopez, a
Democrat from southwest Albuquer-
que, voted against the program last
year but said she would keep an open
mind, especially if she heard from
more people like Ms. Maldonado.

But whether New Mexico or any
other state approves a voucher sys-
tem might ultimately depend less on
local politics than on the United
States Supreme Court. Seven months
after the Ohio State Supreme Court
ruled last year that the Cleveland
program was constitutional, a Fed-
eral district judge ruled it unconsti-
tutional. The critical issue is whether
vouchers financed by taxpayers vio-
late the separation of church and
state when they are used for reli-
gious schools.

An appeals court is reviewing the
case, but experts say any ruling
would most likely be taken to the
Supreme Court, which may be ready
to consider the voucher issue after
refusing to hear appeals of rulings
that the programs in Milwaukee and
Arizona were constitutional.

“If the Supreme Court rules that
the Ohio program is constitutional,
that could change everything,” Mr.
Metcalf said. “‘It would certainly
open the door for virtually all of the
20 to 25 states considering legislation
to push this through more quickly."
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Unlikely Clash:
Bradley Fights
With McCain

Both Woo Independent
Voters in the Primary

“y RICHARD L. BERKE

MANCHESTER, N.H, Jan. 30 —:
Inside a V.F.W. hall in Franklin,:
N.H,, this afternoon, it seemed like '
another routine campaign day for:
Senator John McCain. But as he was
speaking inside, something far from [
ordinary was happening outside: A
cluster of Bill Bradley workers,
brandishing big blue signs for the
Democrat, tried to drum up support
for their candidate from voters who
had gathered to hear Mr. McCain, an .
Arizona Republican,”

It was no accident Katherine
Soffer, a Bradley worker, said the
campaign’s internal polling found
that there were “‘quite a significant
number of independents on the fence
between McCain and Bradley.”

Only two days before the primary
in New Hampshire on Tuesday, Mr.
Bradley, a former senator from New
Jersey, and Mr. McCain are locked in
an improbable struggle over a tiny
pool of truly independent voters who :
are allowed to cast ballots in the |
Democratic or Republican contest |
and, it so happens, are torn between
the two men.

It seems particularly unlikely be-
cause they are hardly political look-
alikes: Mr. Bradiey does not wince
when he is called a liberal. Mr. Mc-
Cain happily calls himself a conser-
vative. But in the closing stretch of
the campaign, both candidates have
intensified their pitches to independ-
ent-minded voters by emphasizing
their proposals to reform the cam-
paign finance system — and by por-
traying themselves as Washington
iconoclasts.

Such competition between candi-
dates in different parties is highly
unusual and reflects, in part, an in-
flux of new voters into this state who
are less rooted with one party or
another.

It makes for an unlikely scene on
the campaign trail. An old pick-up
truck parked near a Bradley event in
Concord today had two bumper
stickers, one for Mr. Bradley and one
for Mr. McCain. It was only fitting
that in between the stickers was a
*Live Free or Die” license plate,
reflecting the state slogan that cele-
brates New Hampshire’s maverick
image.

Roughly 37 percent of registered
voters in New Hampshire are not

affiliated with one party or another.
But the majority of voters lean to-
ward one party or another.

‘So, says Andrew E. Smith, director
of surveys for the University of New
Hampshire, Mr. McCain and Mr.
Bradley are battling over 3 percent
to 5 percent of the voters who truly ,
are open to jumping:from one party |
to another. That would amount to
between 10,000 and 18,000 voters, de-
‘pending on the turnout.

“It’s a small group of people,” Mr.
Smith said. “But in a close race that
can make a difference.”

That helps explain why, at the
V.F.W. hall in Franklin today, Mr.
Bradley’s warkers were encouraging
people gathered to hear Mr. McCain
to also make their way to an event
for Mr. Bradley’s wife, Ernestine.

Todd Harris, a spokesman for Mr.
McCain, was dismissive of the Brad-

ley interlopers. The only thing that

worried him, he said, was that "“they - -

were taking up valuable real estate

where 1 wanted to put TV cameras.”

Even so, the episode underscored

what appears to be a determined

drive by Mr. Bradiey to pick off Mr. |
McCain's supporters. It may stem

from the fact that there are signs
that Mr. McCain may be winning .
over independents who had been:
leaning toward Mr. Bradley.

“If there is a toss-up between the
two,” Mr. Smith said, “they seem to
be going from Bradley to McCain —
not McCain to Bradiey.” As evi-
dence, he cited a poll he conducted
showing that more than 40 percent of
undeclared voters who are leaning
toward Mr. Bradley said their sec-
ond choice would be Mr. McCain. But
among undeclared McCain support-
ers, only 10 percent cited Mr. Brad-

ley as their second choice. The most .

popular second choice of those unde-

clared McCain supporters was Gov.

George W. Bush of Texas, who draws

about 50 percent.

The candidates are clearly com-
peting for the loyalties of this small
segment of voters. Mr. Bradley, for
one, has broadcast a new commer-
cial declaring himself the only one of
the seven candidates (including five

_ Republicans) who is a whole-hearted

backer of abortion rights. Had he
intended the advertisement solely to
draw support from Vice President Al
Gore, Mr. Bradley might have specif-

ically described himself as the Dem-
ocrat who is reliable on abortion.

In another direct appeal for inde-
pendents earlier this week, Mr.
Bradley appeared here with former
Gov. Lowell P. Weicker Jr. of Con-
necticut, a Republican turned inde-
pendent. He delivered an unabashed
plea for independent voters.

Senator -Bob Kerrey of Nebraska,
who was stumping here today for Mr.
Bradley, said, “They're not as im-
portant as Democrats. . But, obvious-
ly, independents are enormously im-
portant.”

Surveys show that as Mr. Gore has
pounded away at him, Mr. Bradley
has Jost what has been a significant
advantage over the vice president
for the support of independent vot-
ers. Mr. McCain, by contrast, still
maintains an edge over Mr. Bush for
independents. ..

Still, Mr..Bush made a direct ap-
peal for independents at a rally this

afternoon at a high school in Hudson. .
*“It may shock some of the independ-
ents here today,” he said, “to hear a
Republican talking about people liv-
ing on the outskirts of poverty.”

Karl Rove, Mr. Bush’s chief strat-
egist, said that while his campaign
would not neglect independents alto-
gether, he was most concerned about
those who Jean toward the Republi-
can Party — not ones who might vote
for Mr. Bradley. “‘There is a group of
independents who, by and large, tend
to vote in Republican primaries and
another group of independents who
tend to vote in the Democratic pri-
mary,” he said. **And there's not this
swapping back and forth.”

Some strategists argue that the
skirmish between Mr. McCain and
Mr. Bradley is overstated. “lIt's
more like a beauty pageant than a
fight,” said David Carney, a veteran
Republican strategist here. He said
voters who were torn between the

two contenders may go with Mr. Mc-
Cain because, polls show, he is in a
tighter race than Mr. Bradley, who
has been sliding behind Mr. Gore.

“Independents always go where

the most exciting contest, the closest
race, is,”” Mr. Carney said.
" But in random interviews today,
several voters said they still could
not decide between Mr. Bradley and
Mr. McCain.

“I'm one of the mdependem.s Mc-
Cain and Bradley are fighting over,”
said Tris Newbury, of Concord.
“They are both very good about let-
ting people know about where they
are and what they are doing — and
Gore and Bush really are not.”

Deb Leahy, also from Concord,
said she was also mulling over Mr.
McCain and Mr. Bradley. “'A lot of it
has to do with more than policy,” she
said. ““It has to do with what kind of
people they are. And both Bradley
and McCain are good people.”
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Melanne Verveer
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‘pects to lose at least $3v miiion because of
.charters this year, or 5% of her budget.
“The law didn't look at the rippling ef-
‘fects™ on the district schools, she says.
"*Seventy thousand students are sort of
-sacrificed” for 7,000 charter students, she

‘contends. -

- In fact, charter proponents are looking
-at the ripples—the very point, they say, is
for charters to give district schools such a;
run for their money that they will be forced;
"to improve. But Jeffrey Henig, director of:
the Center for Washington Area Studies atl
~George Washington University here, says'
that D.C. schools may be too troubled to
survive a stiff challenge. Charters may be-
come so popular, and the flow of money out
of the district budget may become so tor-
rential, that the city could lose its ability to
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kitchen freezers and other equipment so
heavy that only professional movers could
have removed them. The charter failed be-
cause of weak management, he says, but
the huge repair bill “‘was part of the down-
fall.” (Mrs. Ackerman blames the looting
on vandals, and not on the district.)

“People in this town are desperate for
better schools,” says Robert Cain, who
heads a local group called Friends of Char-
ters in Urban Schools, “but the grand
strategy of the system is to fight off the
charter schoaois.” .

Mrs. Ackerman, who had been a,

other, underused junior high schools
nearby for parents who don't like the char-
ter plan.

Robert Copeland, co-chairman of Paul’s
PTA and parent of a Paul seventh-grader,
insists there are few of those. **‘We're dead
last,” he says of the school district that he
attended 30 years ago. ‘‘When you look at
those numbers, you can only hang your
head and say something's got to change.”
Adds Janice Cofer, whose son, Jacques, is a
Paul ninth-grader: ‘‘Everybody’s at the
point where they want something better
for their kids. The ¢harter is somewhere to

teacher and administrator in St. Louis and | start.”

Seattle for 30 years, took over the D.C.'

schools after the last superintendent quit.
She is credited with stabilizing them after

1mprove he suggests.
"“We can bear the costs of competmon
*when we're talking about a corner drug-
store,"”" says Prof. Henig, who counts him-'
-self a charter proponent. *‘But schools have
‘social consequences.’”
- A District Fights Back

The D.C. school district first sent word
.to Paul that it couldn’t lease the Paul build-
-ing because the district needed it for spe-
-cial-education students. Then, in a Novem-
-ber letter to parents, Mrs. Ackerman pro-
,posed a new program at Paul with “'a cut-
‘ting-edge curriculum.” She promised
-details later, and included a survey asking
“parents to choose between the new pro-
.gram and the charter.

Though opposition to charters is often
:fierce in the suburbs, where superinten-
.dents are proud of their well-performing
.schools, many cities—Boston, Chicago and
-Cincinnati, among them—often embrace
-charters because of their potential to help.
. Not so in Washington.

. Joseph Gauld runs two boarding schools
:in Connecticut, and decided to start a char-
‘ter in Washington that emphasized charac-
-Jer education. But after his Hyde Leader-
-shlp Public Charter School opened this fall
-en the bottom two floors of a disused Wash-
“fngton school, Mrs. Ackerman announced;
-plans to start a program for expelled
‘teenagers on the third floor. “If you've got
-kids upstairs who are resistant or hostile to;
‘schools, they’'re going to infect your stu-
dent body,” says Mr. Gauld. (Mrs. Acker-
.man, who withdrew the plan, bristles at'
'Mr. Gauld's characterization. *“These all’
.areour children,’ she says.)
- Gearge Carruthers, who was chairman
-of YWouig Tecunucrais Math ana Science
-Charter School, says his charter leased an-
mher disused district buldmg. only to find
that! \had been stripped'df plumbing lines,’

years of chaos, and beginning the cumber-
some turnaround. She says she proposed
the technology program at Paul after some
parents and others “‘asked me, ‘What are

_ Yyoudoing, giving away a school?’

Robert Childs, president of the Wash-
ington school board and pastor of a church
near Paul, szys he got the same questions,
and began rallying opposition to the char-

ter. Mrs. Middleton’s charter-discussion !

group met in the Rev. Childs' church base-
ment, and he sat on the committee that
drafted Paul’s.academic plan. But now he
asks: **Should you take a school away from *
the community?"

Not all of Paul's teachers are fully com- i
fortable with the charter either. Kathleen
Gall, who teaches special education, glows

when she talks about the charter. *'It's nice
to have an idea that lights your fire after 30
years in this business,” she says. *“To have
someone say, ‘It's your school, show us
your stuff'—that would be so neat.” But
she frets about undermining the very
school system that she and her children at-
tended. And Bryan Crumpton, a Paul
hedith and gym teacher, insists the school
district isn't as woelul as it seems. He
points to the windows and gym floor, all
new in the past decade. “'It takes a little
while, but things get done," he says.

Mrs. Middleton is unruffled. Her char-
ter will give preference to children from

the neighborhood, she adds: “We wouldn't

have done this if we didn't intend to stay a
community school.” And there are three

Unless they're allowed to rent the Paul
butlding, though, Mrs. Middieton and her
teachers say they will drop the charter
idea. ‘I don't think the parents signed the
petition expecting to move,” says Kurt
. Becker, a Paul English teacher. Washing- -
ton’s city authorities could award them the .
lease. But because of Congress’s funding
authority over the city, and Republican
support in Congress for trying something,
anything, to juinp-start Washington's
schools, the decision might instead be
made on Capitol Hill.

Mrs. Ackerman now offers to divide

" Paul between her program and the char:

ter, doubling the population of the school.
The superintendent calls her offer
“Solomon's approach. I thought, ‘Let's
share the building.”” Mrs. Middleton
~arns of disarray, though, if two princi-
als try to run the same building. She
)oints out that the district’'s own survey

- 1shows Paul at 97% of capacity already. And

'she offers to take on Mrs. Ackerman's pro-
gram “as a sister school” if it locates
isomewhere nearby.

But share Paw? Mrs. Middieton folds
yher hands in her lap, and answers very
('somy. *No,” she says. “We won't." .
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) “Capital Pains

A Principal’s Fight
For a Charter School
Riles a Superintendent

A Washington Tug of War
Over Aging Junior High
Embodiesa Wider Debate

Big Chill Over Refrigerators

By JUNE KRONHOLZ
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON—-Last spring, two-
thirds of the parents and teachers at Paul
Junior High voted to take their school out
of the city’s public-school system. In a
certified ballot, they opted to convert the
whole thing — 709 students, the 1930s build-
ing, the books and equipment, the 7.5 acres
of public land—into a charter school.

The ossified District of Columbia Public
School system *‘wore us out,” says Cecile
Middleton, the very tiny, very formidable
principal, “'and we have all these plans.”

The school district quickly fought back,
refusing to rent Mrs. Middleton the Paul
building and then announcing plans to
open a new science, technology and arts
program at Paul for anyone who rebuffs
the charter. ““That's what charter schools
are supposed to do, stimulate a lot of
creativity. Aren't they?' says Ariene Ack-
erman, the elegant and, yes, very formida-
ble superintendent.

No one ever said the road to better
schools was going to be smooth and easy,
and even the ‘U.S, Congress might get
involved before Paul’s future is settled. But
the tussle over an old junior high school in
inner-city Washington helps explain why
charters are growing fast, why many
districts are trying so hard to stop them,
and why nothing is likely to get fixed very
quickly in the meantime.

A Poster Child for a Crisis

Washington's schools are what policy
makers mean when they talk about an
education crisis. Three-quarters of the
fourth-graders here can barely read, ac-
cording to the National Assessment of
Educational Progress, the national test of
academic skills. Just 5% of eighth-graders
do eighth-grade work in math and science.
Almost 40% of the youngsters who start
high school drop out before they graduate.
Black teenagers who do make it to 12th
grade score an average 831 on the 1,600-
point SAT exam, 185 points below the
national average. And when Ms. Acker-
man reported recently that 70,762 children
were enrolled, it was the {irst time in years
that the system had roused itself enough to
even count its students.

Paul Junior High, on Washington's
northern tip, is a glimmer in that bleak
picture. Half the eighth-graders in a school
whose enroliment is largely African-Amer-
jcan score below basic competency levels
on citywide math tests. But 807 read at
grade level or better, and on both reading
and math tests. Paul scores near the top of

= -

“I wanted young teachers," she says.
So, by encouraging transfers and retire-
ments, she replaced the entire staff, and
then set about shaking up the curriculum.
Shop has given way to arts, drama and
orchestra, with the Kennedy Center send-
ing over artists-in-residence. Spanish is
compulsory, and the school's big immi-
grant population is mainstreamed to learn
English more quickly. Incoming seventh-
graders take a summer-school math.course
to get them ready for algebra, and then a
concentrated writing project. A free after-
school- program features academics—
math, science and chess clubs. A *‘social-
adjustment’ room gets unruly kids out of
the classroom, without relegating them to
the streets. “Nobody's#wshafifsd to be
smart here," says Constance Chubb,
Paul's technology coordinator.

Impatient for Results

Paul's teachers say they voted to be-
come a charter school because that regi-
men puts them far ahead of the rest of the
district. "We can't stand still and wait for
the district to catch up with us,” says
Bryan Lumpkins, Paul's business man-
ager. But they also talk of their frustration
with a district that controls spending,
schedules repairs and hires and fires
through a lethargic central office.

Mrs. Middleton tells how she had
planned to use some of Paul's discretion-
ary funds to hire math tutors to help her
eighth-graders get ready for the citywide
tests last year. The district took six months
to agree—toa late to make much difference
in the tests. Lewis Gray, the janitor, frets
that no one in the central maintenance
office answered requests to have Paul's
gutters cleaned until rainwater backed up,
and seeped through the roof and two floors
of classrooms to the office recently.

Mary Reed, the mentor teacher, tells of
the new biology textbooks that arrived
unannounced this fall — welcomed, but too
advanced for Paul's ninth-graders. "It
would be better,” she says, if schools could
choose books *‘that accommodate our indi-
vidual differences.” And Ms. Chubb talks
about the $91,000 federal grant that Paul's
teachers won last year to buy computers
and software for a ninth-grade course on
career possibilities. So far, only some of
the equipment, which had to be ordered
through the district office, has arrived:
what has come doesn’t work without the
rest — the Internet can't be connected, for
example; and it isn't what the teachers

5 cease Turn to Pagr 410, Column |

requisitioned anyway. Worse, *‘that batch
“of kids is gone,”.Ms. Chubb says, and the
_current batch is halfway through the year.
-(Mrs. Ackerman says the district's pur-
-chasing is handled by the city government,
. whose procurement rules *“don’t align with
.how schools work. The process causes frus-
_tration.”)

Three years ago. Mrs. Middleton began
.attending a study group about charter
*schools, which receive public funds and
-face public scrutiny, but operate outside a
-schoal distriet’'s bureaucracy. Washing-
“ton’s schools had opened late that fall, for

the second year running, because of hun-
-dreds of fire-code violations. Congress had
-taken over the operation of the schools, and
‘the new superintendent was a retired
"Army general, who threw up his hands in
_dismay and stalked out 18 months later.

Mrs. Middleton has been with the D.C.
‘public schools for 40 years as an English
-teacher and as principal at one high school
‘and two junior highs. She worried, she
says, that the dysfunction in the school sys-
.tem was robbing Paul of valuable teaching
‘time. *'We only have the children for three
'years; we can't wait,” she says.

‘Filing a Plan )
' Soin 1996, she and her teachers drafted
a charter-school plan—detailed down to
‘how much they would spend on library
“books—and set about collecting parent sig-
.natures in support. Under Washington's
.charter-school law, drafted by Congress
“but passed by the city council, a district
«school can become a charter after receiv-
.ing approval of two-thirds of parents and .
:teachers. Charter supporters interpret the -
‘law as allowing a new charter school the
right to lease back its building.
. Washington schools didn't open on time
.in 1997 either, though, and when they did
‘open three weeks late, Paul was closed for
another three weeks because fire-code vio-
“lations still hadn't been fixed. By the time
‘Paul finally opened, the deadline for filing
the charter-school petitions had passed.
Mrs. Middleton tried again in 1998 and won
‘preliminary approval from the city’s char-
.ter-school board. But then an accounting :
“firm, hired to certify the petition, found it
-short by 41 signatures—the result of confu-
-sion over whether two-thirds of the par-
‘ents, or parents from two-thirds of the fam-
‘ilies, should sign. Mrs. Middleton w1th
»drew the application.
« Last spring, Mrs. Middleton and her
.teachers started early, coliected 511 signa-
‘tures and won charter-board approval to
.open in. fall 2000, provided they have a,
buxldmg Mr. Lumpkins, the business man-:
-ager, offered the school district $179,000 a
;year to rent Paul, with equipment rental to :
_be decided. In a city that has lost half its :
-enrollment in the past 30 years, that has
‘dozens of empty school buildings and that |
"is projected to lose another 15,000 students
-by 2008, "it shouldn't be a problem,” he
-says.

~The Center for Education Reform, a !
:Washington group that tracks the charter ;
‘movement, says there are 1,700 charter ;
:schools in 31 states, and that most of those :
.states allow public schools to convert to :
‘charters. Conversions account for 40% the
‘charters in California. for example. and.
-even entire districts there have converted
to charter status.

. Washington has lost a bigger percent-
.age of its students to charters than any-
:where else—one in 11 kids is in one of the
cxly s 31 charter schools —and so perhaps is
-warier of them. Because funding depends
‘partly on enrollment, Mrs. Ackerman ex-
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NEWTON N. MINOW
ONE FIRST NATIONAL PLAZA - SUITE 4800

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603

May 3, 1999

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
Office of The First Lady

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500
Attention: Melanne S. Verveer

Dear Hillary:

Exactly three years ago, John Bryan invited me to speak to the
Business Council at its Annual Meeting in Williamsburg. As you know,
the Council includes the CEQ's of America's 100 largest companies--
General Motors, DuPont, GE, AT&T, Proctor & Gamble, etc. These
companies are also the largest television advertisers. My topic was
children and television.

Oprah's partner wisely advised me to show the Council
members a short video composite of clips taken from each hour of one
day of television. We titled it A Day In the Life of Your Child, a copy is
enclosed here for you. It is six minutes in length. Even | was shocked
when | absorbed its contents.

Most CEQ's had brought their spouses with them. After we saw
the video, | asked why these great companies were spending their
money and good names to teach children what we had just seen. |
saw every spouse turning to their husbands to say stop it! A few did.

You are wise to organize the conference May 10. | suggest you
also show the group what our kids are seeing and hearing and who is
advertising these programs. And please remind the country that the
First Amendment restricts only the government, not sponsors, not
producers, not editors, not directors.




Having the right to do something does not make it the right
thing to do.

All best,

~ ”

),

-} . )
Newton N. Minow

NNM:ks
Enclosure

P.S. By chance, I'll be in Washington at the White House

‘Wednesday, May 5, at 2:00 p.m. to meet Bob Nash. If | can answer

any questions or be of help, please let me know. My assistant in
Chicago (Kathy Schultz--312/853-7554) can find me in my travels this
week. _ :




UNIVERSITY OF

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
May 10, 1999 Depiriment ot reyehiaiy
President Bill Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton:

As Littleton and other recent tragedies reveal, our children are in crisis. The natural habitat
of our children is being destroyed. You can strengthen your legacy by rebuilding our children’s
natural habitat just as our nation has so successfully rebuilt our physical habitat (e.g., rivers, lakes,
and air) during the last 25 years.

Our job is to rebuild our children’s natural habitat. .

Children’s natural habitat includes families, schools, friends, religious communities,
neighborhoods, laws,-businesses and mass-media, among others. It includes every aspect of our
society. We must not assign blame. Rather, we must find solutions to rebuild our children’s social
environment.

The solution is to restore our children’s natural habitat by strengthening families, and by
strengthening the collaboration between families and all other aspects of our children’s habitats:
schools, friends, religious communities, neighborhoods, laws, businesses, and media.

The Littleton crisis has shaken our nation. We must respond by taking advantage of the
vast scientific knowledge that exists about what helps children maximize their potential. We know
how to help families nurture their children’s healthy development. We know how to help schools
collaborate effectively with parents and their neighborhoods. We know how to improve
neighborhoods to better support families. We know how places of employment can support
families. We know how children respond to messages from their society. We know the crucial
role that religious communities play in protecting our children. In short, we know how to rebuild
our children’s habitat so that they can develop and flourish.

The time is now to make use of our scientific knowledge, our political will, and our
national affluence to do the right thing. The solutions are complex and multifaceted, but they are
achievable.

Our job is to rebuild our children’s natural habitat.

Sincerely,

cc. Maria Echaveste Deputy Chief of Staff

Center for Family Studies
1425 N.W. 10th Avenue, 3rd Floor
Miami, Florida 33136
Phone: 305-243-4592
Fax: 305-243-5577
E-Mail: VMALDONA@MEDNET MED.MIAMI.EDU
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4. : Jill Iscol called to say she wants to be a part of the President’s strategy meeting on youth
v:olence Neera tells me it isn’t more than 25 people. Advice?

f; . \b&%t('\‘,‘rcmw
L’efum VMF-"’ My Yeanm T obserr

1. [ TY from Gary Mecklenburg, Pres. & CEO, Northwestern Memorial Hospital: “Our hospital
 is proud that you were able to help us celebrate this momentous even in the hospital’s
history. .. .gratifying to hear first hand the depth of your knowledge and understanding as to

 the difficult issues facing academic medical centers. ....In response to your question, the

| unique musical group, which performed at the dedication is MASS Ensemble.... We are also
- exploring the availability of the mattress you admired on the Hill-Rom bed.” Ends with

| praise for advance and USSS. Cc: Whitney

|
2.  thanks from Bob Randolph, USAID Bureau for Asia and the Near East: “No one tells our
i_story better than you do.” Fun to travel with you. “There were many magical moments on
- the trip, but I think we will always remember the radiant faces among those young women at
. Telal Zeinhom’s “New Horizons” program who saw in you a bright future where Egyptian
- girls would be accorded the same rights and opportunities as boys.”
Y
3. | thanks from Ema Fields of the J. Q. Wilson Elementary School in Washington “for your
' many acts of kindness throughout the existence of the J. O. Wilson After School Program.”

! Cc: Melanne

4. ' thanks from 1)Vance Coffman, Chair and CEQ, Lockheed Martin and 2) Lydia Marshall,

~Chair of Board, CARE, for addressing the Campaign to Preserve U. S. Global Leadership at
~ the US Chamber.

‘ -



05/14/99 09:58 FAX ) ' h002/004

U.S. SENATOR JOE LIEBERMAN
CONNECTICUT

Dau Geniirg Press Secxemary 202 2240414, 202.966.0131 (1) )
Kathie Scarrah; Director ot Broadenst Contm, 202.224.9965, 703.845.2874 (H), 702.224.6U8 (Actualities)
Leslic Philllps, Cunvnunications. Govermroental Attars Comm, 202,224.0384. 202.338.3372 (H)
Homic Mage: hty:/fwww.siric. gov/~liaharman/

May 4, 1999

Testimony of Senator Joc Lieberman
before the Senate Commecree Committee
Ilearing on lhe Marketing of Violence to Children

Mr. Chairman, | want to thank you for calling thig hearing and working to foster « serions
dislogue about the impact the papulir culture is having on our children and our coun|(ry:.

This conversation has been percolating beneath the civie surface for some time, s
concerns have grown about Uie influence of the media on our children, and it has now bubbled
over in the Wake of the horrific shuuting in Littleran wwo weeks ago today and thw uther
massacres that preceded it. Fven sume of the most refuctant of skcptics are begluning to focus
on the culture of camage surrawnding our children, particularly the hypervioleut movies, musie,
and video games that have appurently mesmerized these chuld kdllers, and to consider whether the
accumulated weight of this entertainment media violence is contributing to the recurring
nightmarc of youth vinlence we are caught up in now,

We must not L simplistic in pursuing this conversation. We must acknowledge and
eovept the complexitics of this problem and the meny factors iavolveid in the larger epidemic of
urban and subwliun youth violence, such as the casy connection kids have to yuns and the
disconnection muny kids feel from their parents, their peers and their couununity. It is for this
vory reason that a group of us in the Senawe have proposcd creating a nationzl commigsion to step
back and thoroughly exumine all the possible root causcs of this problem tn help us understand
why too many uf uur children are senselessly slaughtoring cach othier in classrooms, schoolysrds,
and on streel comers.

We cammot, though, ignote the years of social science rensarvh, the pattern emerging trom
the schnol shootings, and our reasoned judgment == all of whiv: (ells us that we would be toolish

- ot ask, a5 ethicist Sissola Hok wroto in her tlought-provoking book Mayhom, "what happens
1o the souls of childrea nurtured, «s in no past soclety, on images of mps, torturs, bombiugs, and
raassacre that are channcled into their homes (rwm infancy.”

~ More -
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This moening, Mr. Chrirman, you bave asked us tn cousider 2 more specific question, and
that is whethor the entertainment industry is dircctly marketing vinlence to children. The answer,
T am afraid, is not reassuring. Whilc the faets have not (0 vur knowledge been gathered into a
conclusive get of findings, the evidence we bave strongly snpgests thiat Joe Camel has sadly not
fione away, but has been adopted by the entertainment luustcy instead.

Let me first consider the anecdutal evidenue from the movie industey, which indicates
that violent films ratcd for adults only are beiuy marketed 1o children. Over the last tew years we
bave seen the risc of a new class of tecn-taiyeted films - refetrad 1o by 2ome as "teensploitation”
mavies — which has engaged produccrs and direetoix i a consplcuous contest to see who can b
more violent, more scxually provocative, and generally more perverse to attract youth audicnces.
A perfect exampic of this trend is Very Bad Things, 1 suppoged comedy about a bachclor party
gone wrong, which finds fun in the dismembrring of a stripper and the successive mutilation of
the partygocrs

The latcst cntry is Jdie Jlands, which was released just last week, It is promoted as "sick
and twistcd laugh riot," and it's uut hand 1o see where this desctiption comes from - according to
reviews, the film featurey y severed hand that fondles 8 girl before strangling her, a knitling
needle that is driven through a policeman’s ear, and a decapitation by cireular sew blads, all
epparently playced for Yauhs.

What these mevies have in cummon, beyond their violent and offensive content, is that
they are rated "R," meaning tlmt they not meant for children under 17. Yct according to several
recent nows media repwrls, most producers and studio executives assumc that underage kids can
and will get in. "Well, Tet’s hope so,” says Roger Kumble, the director of Cruel Intentions, the
teen renuke of Nangerous Liaisons which is by all accounts far morc salacious than the uriginal,
This sentimant was aflirmed by Daon Mancind, the writer of all four R-rated Chill’s Play horror
films, whu scknowledged that young teens wers the target for his most recent release, Bride of
Chas:ky, und other similarly bloody slasher films, "“I'hey have grown up walching these movies
ot home viden,” he said, "Now that there are new ones coming out, these kids are tantulized.”

Tu apreremly help lure in young audiences, these teensploitation movics are Licuvily
advertised on MTV und network series that teens wattoh segularly, such as Dawson’s Creek and
Rugfly thee Fumpire Slayer, and are stocked with actors from these tecn-favared TV shows. This
paticm succeeded with the teen slasher movies Serean ead I Know What You Nid Last Summer,
and 3t contimues With the current Cruel Intentions  the dircctor said castiug Surah Michelle
Gellar of Buffy fame was like "dangling the carrot" in front of young tams. This dangling is
apparently wotking - according to a reccat Gallup poll, half of Awerican teens say they have
seen an "R"-rated movie in the last morth, including 42 percent of those aged 13-15,

The vidco and PC and arcade gameinakens ara less candid about targeting their matketing
10 teens than the moviemakers, but the cvidenco is there jus( (he same. Action fieures based on
bloodthirsty characters trom Residsnt Evil 2, Duke Nukem, sud Mortal Kombar — three heqavily-
violent utles that are rated “M" for 17-and-up — arc heinp sold at Toys-R-Us and similar toy
stozes. Those same 1oy stored, which catcr largely to children, Lypically carry these games and
magy other “M”-rated titles filled with guns and gorc.

Equally disturbing is the advertising that publishers place I the various glossy game-
player magazines. These magazines are widcly rcad by young guwers, and they are filled with

- Morc -

21003/004



05/14/99 09:58 FAX {hoo4/004

perverse and antisocial messages. Hete arc a just a few: Carmageddon buasts il is “as easy as
killing babies with axes™; Yoint Biak alaims it i3 "morc fua than shouting ynut neighbot’s cat”;
Die by the Sword instructs, “Escape. Dismembrer. Massacre,”; and Cardmal Syn features &
gevered, bloodied head an tap ula speae. with the tag line, “Happuess is a Warm Cranium.” A
good indication these messapes ane reuvhiing their target audience came from & survey done by
the Natiotial Institute on Media and (e Family last winter, which found that while only five
percent of parcats were familiar with the yyme Mike Nukem, 80 percent of junior high students
knew of it. .

Taken topether, the cvidence here is eavugh Lo demonstrate that there is a troubling trond
in the cntertainment industry, one that it ueds tu stop now.  The matketing of these ever-more
vicious and violent products is making a mwkery of the various rating gystems, telling pareants
that these products ars inappropriate for children but we'ra going to sell them to them anyway,
and reminding us of similar behavior by the tobuoce industry.  And it is expanding and
exacerbating the culnite of carnage surrounding our childran.

1 hope that when coafronted with this cvidencc, the movie studios and the gumemakers
and the record companies will stop this trend betore 1t goes any further. Nooe of us want to
resort 10 regulation, bt if the entertaiument industry contimues to tmuve i this direcrion, and
oontjnues to markot death and degradation to our children, wul conlimies to pay no heed to the
real bloodshed staining our commugitics, then the government will ucl. Senator Hatch and [
have digscussed the poasibility of decmanding an FTC investigation of (hese marketing practices,
to see if they arc onpaging in false advertising ar unfair rade pructices, and we will pursue it if
there ia no sign of change from the entcrtainment lodusiry. The FTC and Congress can subpoensa
marketing plans and intemal memos to find out exully which disuibutors are pushing violence
to our kids.

But the far morc preferable option wanld be fur each media industry to strengthen their
cxisting codes of conduct tn help us Iedter proletd our children. That of course remaing the Hrst
responyibility of parents, bul we arc all members of this national community and as such have an
obligation to keep kids sult (tywm harm, and that obligation embraces our cultura] produccrs. A
good place to start would be for each enicrtainment industry 1o ban the targeting of adult-ratcd
produets to children, and restore {he integrity to the ratings they themselves have adoptod and
implementad. We shoul ulso ask theater owners 1o uniformly enforce the R-rating prohibition
for underage children, uid uxk video game retail and rental outlets to adopt a similar policy
barring the sale o1 1ental of wdult-rated games to kids.

In the end, as we have oflen suid, we are not seeldng censorship but better citizenship.
We arc appealing to fhe indusicy's conscience, to recognize that you are pait ot the national
community (el is codangered by the virus of youth violence, and to work with us to do whatever

we can W prevent another local cornmunity from feeling the searing pain and gricf which visited
Littlekm and the rest of America over the last two weeks.

-30 -
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RUBY GRAYSON
| 2360 VILLANOVA CIRCLE
- JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32218
(904) 757-2093

May 28, 1999

Ms. Missy Darwin Kincaid
Special Assistant to the First Lady
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave,
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Kincaid:
If you'll remember, I visited with Ms. Clinton on April S, 1999. My two sons and I

had several photographs taken with her. We have not received any as yet and hope that we will
soon.

I have a special request. The Clintons are visiting just outside of my home town,
Jacksonville, and I would like to send Ms. Clinton a fax or have her call me. I need to get that
information from you or have you contact her for me.

Would you please call me at (904) 757-2093 and if I am not home, please leave a
message of how to contact Ms. Clinton. I just have a quick request for her that will take two
minutes. [ am getting ready leave work. I will be home by noon.

Thank you so much for your time.

Sincerely,

273085.1
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TELECOPY INSTRUCTIONS

DATE: May 28, 1999

TO: ATTENTION: MISSY KINCAID
Office of the First Lady
(202) 456-9412 (Fax Number)
(202) 456~5315 (Telephone Number)

FROM: . Ruby Grayson

RE: Attached

NUMBER OF PAGES SENT: 2 (including cover sheet)

If YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL FAGES A (NOICATES, PLEASE call: Ruby Grayson 359-7735

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO
WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED,
CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. If the
reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or
agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying oI this
communication is strictly prohibited. IT you have received this
communication in error, please notify us immediately by telephone
(collect), and return the original message to us at the above address via
the U.S. Postal Service. Thank ycu.
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The Scarde Times: Not another kiddic toy . : hitp:/fuwww seattlctimes com/news/editorialhtmlys/Mmaeea_1y7yvico.un
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Og[nlo .
- Not another kiddie toy

| ' : ',
|
THIE White House yesterday invited Rep. Mary Lou

chkerson D-Seattle, to the Rose Garden for next,Tuesday s
summn on youth violence. It's a-way to commend Washmgton
for) its baby steps toward greater awareness of v:olbnt video
games -

The key question is whether the state's busmesses and
; { consumers will follow.

'
!

Dnckerson s recent efforts to fund a study on wol t video
P bames failed, but her legislation inspired the Washmgton

‘; Retaxl Association 1o start a campaign of ifs own. L]"he:
P : as§ocmnon plans to distnibute posters and brochures that
P xfplam games' ratings. It will also ask members that sell or
: - prent video games to voluntanly restrict the sa!e or rental of
P Mature-rated games to minors.

The more this educational campaign secks out: adults ‘the
better Adults buy more than 90 percent of all vi €0 games.

i Many best-selling games are rated "M" for mature audiences
. over 17. Though M-rated games are the video eq’uxvalent of
D _ ; am NC-17 movie, stores typlcally display them wqth games for
o ' ' preschoolers Clever marketing in stores and magaz.mes 1mply
5 : these kill-for-fun murder simulations are toys. ;'

Wt :I .
o -|

Video games aren't inherently evil; guns and zﬂcqhol aren't
exther But video games are realistic enough for the U.S.
i mlhtary to use them for combat training, and mesmerizing
D : ; elhough to become a teenager's altermnate universe.

fo 5 _ ': lliittleton aside, responsible businesses have the profound
o _ s : opportumty, through product placement, consumer
; ' mformauon and employ ee education, to demons}trate that an’
ultrawolent game is not just another toy.;
|
¥ . | |
Capyright © 1993 Seattie Times Campany 1
|
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Moth-efrs AgainSt Violence in America (MAVIA)
' Students Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE)

| 105 14™ Avenue, Suite 2A
Seattle, WA 98122

| (206) 3232303

 Fax (206) 323-2132

i

" FROM: Pamela Eakes, President

P '. i
P ; _
]
-~

N:uqfﬁer of pabes including tl{is cover page:

Date:

tor i Veem

Attention: ____

FaXEPhOne%. . - | _ ' - Phone:

| cc:
- Urgent (]

" ForYourReview[]  Reply ASAP[ ] Please Comment [_]
~ Remarks: ____ P | |
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American
Academy of
- Pediatrics

May 6, 1999

Reply To: The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
Departmant of Faderat Affaira 3

American Acadsmy of Pediatrics The White House, )
The Homer Building 1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
601 Thirlesnth Street, NW : )l

Sulfe 400 North Washington, DC 20500
Washington, DC 20005

S aany Dear President Clinton:

Fax: 202/393-8137

o eap-ord On behalf of the American Academy of Pediatrics and its 55,000 member
pediatricians, 1 offer our support for your proposed legislation to keep guns out
of the hands of children and adolescents. In the wake of the recent tragedy in
Littleton, we have all been painfully reminded of the grave consequences of
‘inappropriate access of minors to guns.
Unfortunately, fircarm deaths and injuries have become a public health
epidemic. As you know, 14 children are killed each day by guns, and another 56
are wounded. More thaa 1.2 million elementary school children have access to
guns in their homes. The Amcrican Academy of Pediatrics maintains its support

_ tor legislation that reduces gun violence, injury and death by removing

Executive Committas handguns from the environments in which children live and play, as well as

President support for legislation that restricts access to certain assanlt weapons.

Joel J. Alpert, MD

Vice Pragidant Your legislation includes several key elements that would be a step toward this

Doneld E. Cook, MD . . . . . . .

Exocutive Ditactor g9a1. We are particularly pleased with the provisions of the l'eglslau.on that

Joa M. Sanders, Jr, MD directly work to keep handguns out of the hands of youth by increasing the legal

age of handgun purchase from 18 to 21 years, banning juvenile possession of
semiautomatic rifles, requiring safety locks for guns, holding adults responsible

Baard of Directars for child access to guns, and restricting sales at gun shows by requiring
Eileen M. Ouslistte, MD, JD background checks [or all gun purchases.
Salem, Massachusetts —

s Z. C , MD . . . .
Mo ok N The Academy believes that reducing access to fircarms will protect our nation’s
Susan §, Aronson, MD communities, families and the most vulnerable pop}llat!QD, our children. For
Narberth, Pennsylvania . these reasons, we wholeheartedly applaud your legislation, and look forward to
E. Stephen Edwards, MD working towards its passage.

Raleigh, North Carolina

Stanford A. Singer, MD
Bloomtield Hills, Michigan

Ordaan L. Tarstenson, MO Sincerely,

Madison, Wisconsin :
L. Leighton Hiil, MD W
Houstlon, Texas / _
Jon R. Almquist, M0 —

! cl J. Alpert, MD, FAAD

Faderal Way, Washington

Lucy S. Crain, MD, MPH President
San Francisco, California
JIA/kbE
Immediate Past President The American Academy of Pedialrits is committed o the attainment of aptimal physical,

Joseph R, Zanga, MD mental, and sucial health for all infants, children, adolescants, and young adults.
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MTYV HATE POLL FACTS

Key Findings

Young Americans believe hate crime is a serious, national problem:

91% see hate crimes as a very or somewhat serious problem in this country.

89% think the problem effects all areas of the country.

When asked about a series of issues, 35% of respondents said that hate crime is the most important
or second most important issue to them.

59% say recent hate crimes point to a more serious problem.

A majority of respondents (51%) say that hate crime is a very important issue (4 or 5 on a 5 point
importance scale).

Young Americans are aware of the hate crime issue:

4 out of 5 respondents had heard the term “hate crime”.

59% feel that recent hate crimes are not rare events but rather point to a more serious problem.
33% believe that the problem of hate crime has gotten worse in the past few months.

More than 4 in 5 respondents are aware that hate crimes are illegal.

Young Americans do not think enough is being done to prevent hate crimes:

95% support expanding the law to cover gender, sexual orientation, and disabilities.

7 out of 10 feel that expanding the law will most certainly help stop hate crimes.

There is little awareness of any community-based campaigns or programs which exist — only 8%
say that there are neighborhood campaigns or education programs on hate crimes.

Of all student respondents, 62% believe parents, and 38% believe teachers are not discussing the
issue of hate crime with kids.

90% felt that it is important for the media to play a significant role.

89% felt that entertainment figures are important to the awareness/education effort.

In terms of impact on the issue, 15% say entertainment figures will have the greatest impact on hate
crime prevention (third highest after parents and teachers).

Young Americans admit to their own involvement in discrimination:

Nearly 1/3 of respondents admit to having said something negative about another person for being
gay.

Nearly 1/3 admitted to making negative comments themselves about people because of their race.
When any ridiculing or threats against gays and lesbians occurs, 31% of all those surveyed said
they didn’t care or that what they saw or heard against gays/lesbians was “okay because I wasn’t
the one who had said or done anything”.

16% of students and 33% of non-students admitted to having made negative gender-based
comments.

--more--
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Young Americans disclose the level of discrimination around them:

One out of five say they know people capable of committing a hate crime against someone of a
different race.

Between 52% and 60% said they know someone who would turn their backs and walk away if they
saw a hate crime occur.

61% have seen or heard someone ridiculing someone else for being gay or for being
multiracial/different race behind their back.

45% say someone they know has said something bad/negative about gays/lesbians

11% say they know a gay or lesbian who has been a victim of physical violence against
gays/lesbians.

53% say they know people who would turn their back if they saw/heard a hate crime against a
gay/lesbian.

Close to half of all surveyed indicate that people they know have made negative comments about
people because of their race.

While 23% of students say people they know have made negative gender-based comments, 42% of
non-students say the same things.

Overall, 17% say they know a victim of a gender-based hate crime.

Among students, 20% say their school is not tolerant.

Overall, 18% say people they know are not tolerant.

The extent to which young Americans are afraid of hate crimes

The degree to which respondents feel they are not safe from hate crimes varies by race and gender.
Overall, 10% of respondents say they do not feel safe from hate crime violence.

5% of whites say they don’t feel safe.

17% of blacks say they don’t feel safe.

14% of Hispanics say they don’t feel safe.

4% of males say they don’t feel safe, and 10% of females say they don’t feel safe.

Hate crimes against gays and lesbians

61% have seen or heard someone ridiculing someone else for being gay behind their back.

45% say someone they know has said something bad/negative about gays/lesbians.

29% admit saying something bad/negative about gays/lesbians.

11% say they know a gay or lesbian who has been a victim of a hate crime involving physical
violence.

When gauging reaction to any ridiculing or threats against gays and lesbians

11% said “it was okay with me, I didn’t do or say it”

31% said “I was offended and wanted to walk away”

2% felt like the person deserved it

20% didn’t care

23% said “I wanted to say something but got too nervous”

53% say they know people who would turn their back if they saw/heard a hate crime against
gays/lesbians take place.

--more--
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Hate crimes against multiracial/different race people

45% indicated that people they know have made negative comments about people because of their
race.

27% admitted to making negative comments about multiracial/people of a different race.

61% said they have seen or heard someone ridiculing multiracial/different race people behind their
back.

When gauging reaction to any ridiculing or threats against multiracial/different race people:

11% said “it was okay with me, I didn’t do or say it”

37% said “I was offended and wanted to walk away”

1% felt like the person deserved it

10% didn’t care

27% said “I wanted to say something but got too nervous”

21% know victims of hate crimes because of their race.

20% say they know someone capable of committing a hate crime against someone of a different
race.

Hate crimes against people with disabilities

32% say that people they know have made negative comments about people with disabilities.

23% admit to having made negative comments about people with disabilities themselves.

64% said they have seen or heard someone making a negative comment about someone with a
disability behind their back.

When gauging reaction to any ridiculing or threats against people with disabilities:

5% said “it was okay with me, I didn’t do or say it”

42% said “1 was offended and wanted to walk away”

3% felt like the person deserved it

8% didn’t care

29% said “I wanted to say something but got too nervous”

47% say that they know people who would turn their backs on a hate crime against someone with a
disability.

17% say they know of a hate crime because of a disability

Gender based hate crimes

The data suggests that awareness and behavior related to gender-based hate crimes is different for
non-students compared with students.

23% of students say people they know have made negative gender-based comments, 42% of non-
students say the same thing.

16% of students say they personally have made negative gender-based comments whereas 33% of
non-students say they have.

22% of students say they have been worried that ridiculing could turn into something worse, 61%
of students say the same thing.

When gauging reaction to any ridiculing or threats against people because of their gender:

7% said “it was okay with me, I didn’t do or say it”

37% said “I was offended and wanted to walk away”

2% felt like the person deserved it

17% didn’t care

22% said “I wanted to say something but got too nervous”

17% say they know a victim of a gender-based hate crime.

~ This poll is conducted by Penn, Schoen & Berland Associates, Inc. The margin of error is plus or
minus 3.6 % for all groups.



April 16, 1999

Neera Tanden

Associate Director for Domestic Policy
White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Tanden:

MTYV recently received an important wake up call from our audience that I want to share with
you.

According to a survey we completed last month, an overwhelming majority (91%) of young
people feel that hate crimes are a national crisis and that not enough is being done to prevent
them in the United States.*

Our poll’s key findings also included the following:

* 95% of young people support expanding federal hate crimes legislation to include sexual
orientation, gender and disabilities.

e 7 out of 10 feel that expanding the law will help stop hate crimes.

The survey was conducted as part of MTV’s 1999 pro-social campaign entitled “Fight for Your
Rights: Take a Stand Against Violence.” We think it is particularly important since the US
Congress is now considering expanded hate crimes legislation to cover gender, sexual orientation
and disabilities.

Enclosed is more information on the poll. I hope you find the information useful and relevant to
the work of your organization. If you would like further information on MTV’s Fight for Your
Rights: Take a Stand Against Violence campaign, please contact Stephen Friedman, MTV’s Vice
President for Public Affairs, at (212) 258-8539 or check out our website:
FightForYourRights.mtv.com

Sincerely,

. [t h
1 : A
M| A
\
>

* 750 young people ages 12-24 were surveyed. Margin of error: +/- 3.5%. flght for your rightS: ‘
take a stand against violence .
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MUSIC TELEVISION®

MTV’S POLL SUPPORTS PRESIDENT CLINTON’S CALL FOR CONGRESS TO PASS HATE
CRIME LEGISATION AND THE ADMINISTRATION’S ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY ON
PREVENTING HATE CRIMES

MTV’s Poll Finds Young Peopie See Hate Crimes As National Crisis;
Want Government, Educators, Media To Take Action

95% Support Expanded Federal Legislation

New York, NY, April 6, 1999 — A poll released today by MTV: Music Television, as part of its “Fight for
Your Rights: Take a Stand Against Violence” campaign, shows that the overwhelming majority (91%) of
young people feel that hate crimes are a national crisis and that not enough is being done to prevent them in
the United States. In addition, 95% of young people support expanding federal hate crime legislation to
include sexual orientation, gender and disabilities. Moreover, the poll found that the majority of young
people would either be afraid or unwilling to react if confronted with a hate crime and that 17% of 12 to 24
year-olds polled know someone who has been a victim of a hate crime. The poll results support President
Clinton’s call for Congress to pass expanded hate crime legislation.

Said Judy McGrath, President of MTV, “Young people are both the primary victims and the main

perpetrators of hate crimes. This poll is a wake up call; they’re saying, ‘this is a serious issue and we want
the government, the media, and educators to do something about it.”

The poll found that 91% see hate crimes as a serious problem in this country, and 89% see them as a
national problem — not limited to just cities. The poll also found that young Americans do not think enough

is being done to prevent hate crimes; 95% support expanding the law to cover gender, sexual orientation,
and disabilities, and 7 out of 10 feel that expanding the law will help prevent hate crimes.

An overwhelming number of young people did not know about the existence of any community-based
campaigns or programs, and 62% don’t belicve parents and 38% don’t believe teachers are discussing the
issue of hate crimes with them. Nine out of ten think it is important for the media to play a significant role,
and 90% feel that entertainment figures can and should be an important part of an awareness/education
effort.

The poll also found that nearly a third of respondents admitted to saying something negative or making a
joke about another person for being gay, of a different race, for their gender or for being disabled, and
between a half and two-thirds admitted to having seen or heard someone else ridicule them.

Said McGrath, “This problem is rooted in the fact that there is a lack of education and access to information
on this topic. This poll tells us that far more needs to be done to teach tolerance, understanding and respect

for others and a primary focus for any anti-hate crime campaign should be the young people of this
country.”

--more--
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MTV commissioned the poll in order to clearly understand the extent to which young people know about
hate crimes and what they think should be done about them. The survey was fielded by Penn, Schoen &
Berland in March 1999. It included 750 respondents, between the ages of 12 and 24, evenly divided
between females and males. Sixty percent of those surveyed were students, 40% non-students. The sample
was geographically-representative.

Key research findings by Penn, Schoen & Berland Associates, Inc. are as follows:

Young Americans believe hate crime is a serious, national problent

91% see hate crimes as a very or somewhat serious problem in this country.

89% think the problem effects all areas of the country.

When asked about a series of issues, 35% of respondents said that hate crime is the most important or
second most important issue to them.

59% say recent hate crimes point to a more serious problem.

Young Americans are aware of the hate crime issue:

4 out of 5 respondents had heard the term “hate crime”.

59% feel that recent hate crimes are not rare events but rather point to a more serious problem.
33% believe that the problem of hate crime has gotten worse in the past few months.

Young Americans do not think enough is being done 1o prevent hate crimes.

95% support expanding the law to cover gender, sexual orientation, and disabilities.

7 out of 10 feel that expanding the law will most certainly help stop hate crimes.

There is little awareness of any community-based campaigns or programs which exist.
62% of parents and 38% of teachers are not discussing the issue of hate crimes.

9 out of 10 felt that it is important for the media to play a significant role.

9 out of 10 felt that entertainment figures are important to the awareness/education effort.

Young Americans admit to their own involvement in discrimination:

Nearly 1/3 of respondents admit to having said something negative about another person for being gay.
Nearly 1/3 admitted to making negative comments themselves about people because of their race.

When any ridiculing or threats against gays and lesbians occurs, 31% of all those surveyed said they didn’t
care or that what they saw or heard against gays/lesbians was “okay because I wasn’t the one who had said -
or done anything”

16% of students admitted to having made negative gender-based comments whereas 33% of non-students
say they have

Young Americans disclose the level of discrimination around them: s
One out of five say they know people capable of committing a hate crime against someone of a different
race.

61% have seen or heard someone ridiculing someone else for being gay or for being multiracial/different
race behind their back.

45% say someone they know has said something bad/negative about gays/lesbians

11% say they know a gay or lesbian who has been a victim of physical violence against gays/lesbians.

53% say they know people who would turn their back if they saw/heard a hate crime against a gay/lesbian.
Close to half of all surveyed indicate that people they know have made negative comments about people
because of their race.

While 23% of students say people they know have made negative gender-based comments, 42% of non-
students say the same things.

Overall, 17% say they know a victim of a gender-based hate crime.

--more--
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MTV’s “Fight for Your Rights: Take a Stand Against Violence” is a year-long campaign aimed at raising
awareness and provndmg actionable solutioris to youth violence. “Fight For Your Rights: Take A-Stand
_Against Violence” involves special programmmg, Public Service Announcements, grass roots ‘events, and
MTV News special reports all designed to give MTV’s audience a voice in the national debate on v1olence
and to provide them with tangible tactics to take a stand against violence.

* This poll is conducted by Penn, Schoen & Berland. The margin of error is plus or minus 3.6 % for all
groups.

MTV Networks, a unit of Viacom Inc., owns and operates five cable television programming services --
MTV: Music Television, M2: Music Television, VHI, Nickelodeon/Nick at Nite, and TV Land -- all of
which are trademarks of MTV Networks. Information about MTV and M2 is available on MTV Online, on
America Online (Keyword: MTV) and the World Wide Web (hitp://mtv.com). s/press/hatefinal l

Contact: Tina Exarhos Irene Fu Greg Baldwin Jeanine Smartt
MTV MTV MTV MTV
212-258-8727 212-258-8762 212-846-5949 212-484-6713



