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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

September 8, 1999 

Memorandum to: Secretary Richard Riley 
Ann Lewis 
Bruce Reed 

From: David Frank D£ 
Kevin Sullivan 

Subject: Religion in Public Schools 

In the last six weeks we have been developing and updating at the request of Ann Lewis a 
series of guides and documents that can help educators and teachers address the subject of 
religion in public schools. Our purpose in developing these documents in conjunction with the 
Freedom Fonim is to make sure that every school in the country is aware that a "comprehensive" 
package of documents is available to them. 

We are planning an initial printing of 150,000 and we proposing sending a packet to every 
school in the country (100,000) that includes all the documents with a cover letter from Secretary 
Riley. Two ofthe documents are from the Department. Three documents were written by 
Charles Haynes, the Senior Scholar at the First Amendment Center ofthe Freedom Forum, and 
of these two were written at our request. The Freedom Forum very generously is spending 
$90,000 to cover the cost of printing 3 of the documents. The package includes the following: 

(J) A Teacher's Guide to Religion in Public Schools 

This document has been drafted at our request by Charles Haynes of the Freedom Forum and has 
been vetted by both the Department of Justice Office of Legal Counsel as well as our Office of 
the General Counsel, This document has received the endorsement of 16 major educational and 
religious groups including the NEA.AFT, NSBA, the American Jewish Congress, The Christian 
Legal Society and the National Association of Evangelicals. This document would be the "new" 
deliverable. It docs not speak to the issue of creationism. 

(2) A Parents Guide to Religion in Public Schools 

This document was written at our request in 1995 and published jointly by the Freedom Forum 
and the National PTA, It has just been updated to reflect the Supreme Court's decision in Rp.erng 
y. Flores which declared the Religious Freedom Restoration Act unconstitutional. 
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(3) Public Schools & Religious Communities; A First Amendment Guide 

This is a Freedom Forum document that was released earlier this summer that was jointly 
published in conjunction with American Jewish Congress and the Christian Legal Society, The 
document is a guide for how religious communities can work with public schools without over -
stepping constitutional boundaries. Secretary Riley released a statement in support of this guide, 

(4) Religious Expression in Public Schools; A Statement of Principles 

This is the official Department of Education guide that was released in 1995 at the request ofthe 
President and revised in 1998 to reflect the Supreme Court's decision in Boeme v. Flores. 

(5) Partnerships: Faith Communities Supporting Public Education 

This is a Department document that provides specific examples of how faith communities are 
currently working to support public education. 

In addition we have a small pamphlet entitled American Legacy: The United States 
Constitution & other Essential Documents of American Democracy that we could add to the 
mix to make the direct and symbolic connection that the various religious guides in the mailing 
arc linked to and reflect the U.S. Constitution. 

This proposed mailing would be different than past efforts to address religion in public 
schools in several ways. First, it would be more comprehensive and give all parts of education 
community — parents, educators, faith-based communities — specific guidelines tailored to their 
needs, Second, in an effort to reach a broader audience of teachers and principals wc propose 
sending the entire package to every school in the country. In the past, we have only mailed our 
"Religious Expression in Public Schools" guide to school district superintendents in 1995 and 
1998. 
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A Teacher's Guide to Religion in the Public Schools 
Is published by: 
The First Amendment Center 

The guide has been endorsed by the following organizations: 

American Federation of Teachers 
American Jewish Congress 
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs 
Christian Educators Association International 
Christian Legal Society 
Council on Islamic Education 
National Association of Evangelicals 
Nafional Association of Secondary School Principals 
National Council for the Social Studies 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
National Education Association 
National PTA 
National School Boards Association 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America 
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Each day millionfl of parents fiom diverse relisioui backgrounds entrust the 

education of their children to the teachers in our nation's public schools. For this reason, 

teachers need to be fUlly informed about the constitutional and educational principles for 

understanding the role of religion in public education, 

This teacher's guide is intended to move beyond the confUsion and conflict that 

has surrounded religion in public schools since the early days of the common school 

movement. For much of our history, extremes have shaped much of the debate. On one 

end ofthe spectrum are those who advocate promotion of religion (usually their own) In 

school practices and policies. On the other end are those who view public schools as 

religion-free zones. Neither of these approaches is consistent with the guiding principles 

of the Religion clauses ofthe First Amendment. 

Fortunately, however, there is another alternative that is conaistent with the First 

Amendment and broadly supported by many educational and religious groups. The core 

of this alternative hu been best articulated in Religious liberty. Public Education, and 

the Future of American Democracy, a statement of principles issued by 24 national 

organizations. Principle IV states: 
Pl&fctdrabmiynqtinajk^nock*̂ ^ 

ccRvidkximlK^^ Eumesflndteap̂  
proiect the rdigpus Kbrtyq̂ itt of studmn of al fi^wtHMifcS&»kdemon»aate6ini«whm 
ihey eniunt that the cuabAjm fcdidea study eMT^^v^mv^B^A^K^m^KX^^<£% 
aMi$leteedics(Don.i 

The questions and answers that follow build on this shared vision of religious 
liberty In public education to provide teachers with a bade understanding ofthe issues 
concerning religion in their clastrooms. The advice offered is based on First Amendment 
principles as cwrently interpreted by the courts and agreed to by a wide range of religious 
and educational organizations. For a more in-depth examination of the issues, teachers 
should consult Finding Common Ground: A First Amendment Guide to Religion and 
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Public Education}1 This guide is not intended to render legal advice on specific legal 

questions; it is designed to provide general infonnation on the subject of religion and 

public schools. 

Keep in mind, however, that the law alone cannot answer every question. 

Teachers and administrator*, working with parent* and others in the community, must 

work to apply the First Amendment fairly and justly for alt students in our public schools. 

Teaching about Religion in Public Schools 

1. Is it constitutional to teach about religion? 
Yes. In the 1960s school prayer cases (that prompted rulings against stste-

sponsored school prayer and Bible reading), the U.S. Supreme Court indicated that public 

school education may include teaching about religion. InAbington v. Schemmp, 

Miud&Lt Justice Tom Clark wrote for the Court: 

IJtm^twdl be aid that one1! educatioft » notoanplete^outaslu^rfcorrya^n^onorAe 
Wstoiy of idpon and i(s tebaotuhip to the advancemerttofdwlban̂  

stufyof the Bible crofirf̂ on.-wheh pracnted objectivê  as part ofaseaibrptngcam of education, 
miy not be efiected oonsistBifywflh ihe Rest Axncndment 

2, Why should study about religion be included in the curriculum? 
Growing numbers of educators throughout the United States recognize that study 

about religion in social studies, literature, art, and music is an important part of a well-

rounded education. "Religion in the Public School Curriculum: Questions and Answers," 

issued by a coalition of 17 major religious and educational organizations— încluding the 

Christian Legal Society, the American Jewish Congress, the National Education 

Association, the American Federation of Teachers, the American Association of School 

Administrators, the Islamic Society of North America, the National Council for the Social 

Studies, the Association for Supervision and Cumculum Development, the Baptist Joint 
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Committee on Public Affoiri, the National Awoeiation of Evangelicals, and the National 

School Boards Associationr-desoribes the importance of religion jn the curriculum thus: 

undastaidingboih iheraaon and thê odd. Onasacftof^rfwutd^otn ̂ students the ftte 

imprwsion dist̂ ie idĵ oiA life ofhumanlrind is msjgrafiĵ ttiian̂ ettontRalutctDundKstand 

ew^hasicByTnbols,pacdces,andcD t̂tof^vaiî  

art̂  and cormrrpaasy life uninadligble. 

Study about n^cm is ahosT^ttot if « ^ 

n̂nnteed in thefiD of Rj^itt, IVforeova; lsncKrtâ of*e rob o f i d j ^ h the part and jnaent 

pmmotw aoss-aJnaal undsstandir̂ acential to demaaâ and-wedipeace. 

A number of leading educational groups have issued their own statements 

decrying the lack of discussion about religion in the curriculum and calling for inclusion 

of such information in curricular materials and in teacher education. 

Three major principles form the foundation of this consensus on teaching about 
religion in public schools; 

1 As the Supreme Court has made clear, atudy about religion in public schools is 
constitutional. 

2. Inclusion of study about religion is important in order for students to be properly 

educated about history and cultures. 

3. Religion mutt be taught objectively and neutrally. The purpose of public schools is to 
educate students about a variety of religious traditions, not to indoctrinate them Into 
any tradition. 

3. Is study about religion included in textbooks and standards? 

'Kmdcfe about ntyow is twtonfydmKto^ butisalsoahsoluty 

National Cbunril fbrthe Soool Studies 

Agreement on the importance of teaching about religion has begun to Influence 

the treatment of religion In textbooks widely used in public schools, as well as state 
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fnuneworka and standards for the social studies. The current generation of history 

textbooks mention religion more often than their predecessors, and, in world history, 

sometimes offer substantive discussions of religious ideas and events. 

State frameworks and standards are also beginning to take religion more 

seriously. Most state standards in the social studies require or recommend teaching about 

religion through specific content references and general mandates, and many also include 

such references in fine aits and literature standards. In California, for example, the 

History-Social Science Framework and tha new History-Social Science Content 

Standards require considerable study of religion. Students studying U.S. History in 

California are expected to learn about the role of religion in the American story, from the 

influence of religious groups on social reform movements to the religious revivals, from 

the rise of Christian fiindamentalism to the expanding religious pluralism of the 20th 

century. 

Teaching about religion is also encouraged in the National Standards for History, 

publifihed by the National Center for History in the Schools. The elaborated standards in 

world history are particularly rich in religious references, examining the basic belleft and 

practices of the major religions as well as how these faiths influenced the development of 

civilization in successive historical periods. While the U.S. history standards include 

religion less frequently, many historical developments and contributions that were 

influenced by religion are nevertheless represented. 

Geography for Ltft; Tha Nadoml Geography Standards published by the 

Geography Standards Project, and the National Standards for CMcs and Goverment 

published by the Center for Civic Education, include many references to teaching about 

religious belief and practice as historical and contemporary phenomena. Study of religion 

in the social studies would be expanded considerably if curriculum developers and 

textbooks writers were guided by these standards, 

4. How should I teach about religion? 

Encouraged by the new consensus, public schools are now beginning to include 
more teaching about religion in the curriculum. In the social studies especially, the 
question is no longer "Should I teach about religion?," but rather "How should I do itf" 
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The answer to the "how" question begins with a clear understanding ofthe crucial 

difference between the teaching o/religion (religious education or indoctrination) and 

teaching about religion. "Religion in the Public School Curriculum," the guidelines 

issued by 17 religious and educational oxganitadont, summarizes the distinction this 

way: 

• The ichocfs approach *> fldjpon Is aaknbriatdxotouL 

•Hie ichoeil «rim for student avowa of rdjgĉ butdDesnDtpxostosiudmtflBjC^ofany 

zdjgioA. 

•Theachod qjonson ̂ abauttdi0on,notthie/«**Fofi!digon, 

Hie school mijr t̂ anr students to t divKsily of religious views; but may not Pf^ar^partwiff new. 

•The sdiod Aiiâ r about all td̂ onsr, it does nD:/w^or*^re^ioa 

• The KhodsySnwstudmttabcMt various bel^ 

b r f 

Classroom discussions concerning religion must be conducted in an environment 

that is free of advocacy on the part ofthe teacher, Students may, of course, express their 

own religious views, as long as they are germane to the discussion. But public-school 

teachers are required by the First Amendment to teach about religion fairly and 

objectively, neither promoting nor denigrating religion in general or specific religious 

groups in particular. When discussing religion, many teachers guard against injecting 

personal religious beliefs by teaching through attribution (e.g., by using such phrases as 

"most Buddhists believe..." or "according to the Hebrew scriptures,.."). 

5. Which religions should be taught and how much should be said? 
Decisions about which religions to include and how much to discuss about 

religion are determined by the grade level ofthe students and the academic requirements 

of the course being taught. 

In the elementary grades, the study of family, community, various cultures, the 

nation, and other themes and topics may involve some discussion of religion. Elementary 
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Btudents are introduced tn the basic ideas and practices of the world's major religions by 

focusing on the generally agreed-upon meanings of religious friths - the core beliefs and 

symbols as well as important figures and events. Stories drawn from various faiths may 

be included among the wide variety of stories read by students, but the material selected 

must always be presented in the context of teaming about religion. 

On the secondary level, the social studies, literature, and the arts offer 

opportunities for the inclusion of study about religions - their ideas and practices. The 

academic needs ofthe course determine which religions are studied. In a U.S. history 

curriculum, for example, some faith communities may be given more time than others but 

only because of their predominant Influence on the development ofthe American nation. 

In world history, a variety of fluths are studied in each region ofthe world in order to 

understand the various civilizations and cultures that have shaped history and society. 

The overall curriculum should include all ofthe major voices, and some ofthe minor 

ones, in an effort to provide the best possible education. 

F&ii had balanced study about religion on the secondary level includes critical 

thinking about historical events involving religious traditions. Religious beliefk have been 

at the heart of some ofthe best and some of the worst developments in human history. 

The foil historical record (and various interpretations of it) should be available for 

analysis and discussion. Using primaiy sources whenever possible allows students to 

work directly with the historical record. 

Of course, fairness and balance in U. S. or world history and literature is difficult 

to achieve given the brief treatment of religious ideas and events in most textbooks and 

the limited time available in the course syllabus. Teachers will need scholarly 

supplemental resources that enable them to cover the required materia] within the allotted 

time, while simultaneously enriching the discussion with study of religion, Some schools 

now offer elective* in religious studies in order to provide additional opportunities for 

students to study about the major faith communities in greater depth. 

6. May I invite guest speakers to help with study about religion? 
When teaching about religions in histoxy, some teachers may find it helpful to 

invite a guest speaker for a more comprehensive presentation ofthe religious tradition 
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under study. Teachers should consult their school district policy concerning guest 

speakers in the classroom. 

If a guest speaker is invited, care should be taken to find someone with the 

academic background necessary for an objective and scholarly discussion of the historical 

period and the religion being considered. Faculty fiom local colleges and universities 

often make excellent guest speakers, or can make recommendations of others who might 

be appropriate for working with students In a public-school setting. Religious leaders In 

the community may also be a resource. Remember, however, that they have 

commitments to their own faith, Be certain that any guest speaker understands the first 

Amendment guidelines for teaching about religion in public education, and is clear about 

the academic nature ofthe assignment, 

7. How should I treat religious holidays In the classroom? 
Teachers must be alert to the distinction between teaching about religious 

holidays, which is permissible, and celebrating religious holidays, which is not 

Recognition of and information about holidays may focus on how and when they are 

celebrated, their origins, histories and generally agreed-upon meanings. If the approach is 

objective and sensitive, neither promoting nor inhibiting religion, this study can foster 

understanding and mutual respect for differences in belief. Teachers may not use the 

study of religious holidays as an opportunity to proselytize or otherwise inject personal 

religious beliefs into the discussion. 

The use of religious symbols, provided they are used only aa examples of cultural 

or religious heritage, is permissible as a teaching aid or resource. Religious symbols may 

be displayed only on a temporary basis as part ofthe academic lesson being studied. 

Students may choose to create artwork with religious symbols, but teachers should not 

assign or suggest such creations. 
The use of art, drama, music or literature with religious themes is parmissible if it 

serves a sound educational goal in the curriculum Such themes should be included on the 
basis of their academic or aesthetic value, not as a vehicle for promoting religious belief. 
For example, sacred music may be sung or played as part of the academic study of music. 
School concerts that present a variety of selections may include religious music. Concerts 
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should avoid programs dominated by religious music, especially when these coincide 
with a particular religious holiday. 

This advice about religious holidays in public schools is based on consensus 

guidelines adopted by 18 educational and religious organizations.̂  

8. Are there opportunities for teacher education in study about religion? 
Teacher preparation and good academic resources are needed in order for study 

about religion in public schools to be constitutionally permissible and educationally 
sound. 

The First Amendment Center supports initiatives in several regions ofthe country 

designed to prepare public-school teachers to teach about religion. The most extensive of 

these programs is the California 3Rs Project (Rights, Responsibilities, and Respect). Co-

sponsored by the California County Superintendents Educational Services Association, 

the project has created a network of resource leaders and scholars throughout the state 

providing support for classroom teachers. Teachers trained by the project give workshops 

for their colleagues on the constitutional and educational guidelines for teaching about 

religion. Religious studies scholars from local colleges and universities are linked with 

school districts to provide ongoing expertise and periodic seminBrs on the religious 

traditions that teachers are discusaing in the curriculum. 

The Utah State Office of Education co-sponsors a Utah 3Rs project that is 

cummtly building a network of resource leaders In all ofthe state's school districts. Other 

states and districts have similar programs in various stages of devalopmcnt.y 

Harvard University and the University of Pennsylvania offer master's level 

programs that are excellent opportunities for both current and prospective public- and 

private-school teachers interested in learning more about the study of religion and 

religious-liberty issues In American public life.*1 

Other colleges and universities offer assistance to teachers, including in-service 
programs focused on teaching about religion. A notable example is the Religion and 
Public Education Resource Center at California State University - Chico. This center 
provides resources, including cumculum guides and sample lessons in several subject 

10 
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areas,̂  Other organizations, such as the Council on Islamic Education, offer academic 

resources and workshops on teaching about specific religious traditions.̂  

9, What are good classroom resources for teaching about religion? 
Teaching about religion in the public schools requires that sound academic 

resources be made readily available to classroom teachers. Fortunately, good classroom 

resources, especially in the social studies, are now available for helping teachers integrate 

appropriate study about religion. 

Finding Common Ground: A First Amendment Guide lo Religion and Public 

Education, published by the First Amendment Center, provides an extensive list of 

organizations and publishers that provide classroom resources for teaching about religion 

in public schools. 

Two recent publications are examples of what is now available for study about 

religion in a secondary school classroom: 

Religion in American Life is a IT-voIume series written by leading scholars for 

young readen, Published by Oxford University Press, the series includes three 

chronological volumes on the religious history ofthe U.S., nine volumes covering 

significant religious groups (Protestants, Catholics, Jews, Orthodox Christians, Mormons, 

Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Native Americans and others), and four volumes addressing 

specific topics of special importance for understanding the role of religion in American 

life (women and religion, church-state issues, African American religion, pnd 

immigration)."' 

Columbia University Press has published a CD-ROM entitled On Common 

Ground: World Religions in America. This multimedia resource uses text, primary 

sources, photographs, music, film, and the spoken word to bring alive the extraordinary 

religious diversity in the United States. Fifteen different religions in various regions of 

America are represented, from the long-established Christian, Jewish, and Native 

American traditions to the more recent arrivals such as Hinduism and Buddhism.11 

n 
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10. What is the relationship between religion and character education? 

Aa discussed above, the First Amendment prohibits public-school teachers from 
either inculcating or inhibiting religion, Teachers must remain neutral concerning 
religion, neutral among religions and neutral between religion and non-religjon. But this 
does not mean that teachers should be neutral concerning civic virtue or moral character, 

Teschers should teach the personal and dvic virtues widely held in our society 
such as honesty, caring, fairness, and integrity, They must do so without either invoking 
religious authority or denigrating the religious or philosophical commitments of students 
and parents. 

When school districts develop a plsn for comprehensive character education, they 
should keep in mind that the moral life of a great many Americans is shaped by deep 
religious conviction. Both the approach to character education and the classroom 
materials used should be selected in close consultation with parents and other community 
memhert representing a broad range of perspectives. When cara Is taken to find 
consensus, communities arc able to agrefl on the core character traits they wish taught in 
the schools and how they wish character education to be done. 

For guidance on how to develop and implement a quality character education 
program, contact the Character Education Psrtnerahip in Washington, D,C * 

The Personal Beliefs of Teachers 

11. May I pray or otherwise practice my faith while at school? 

As employees of the government, public-school teachers are subject to the 
Eatablishment Clause of the First Amendment and thus required to be neutral concerning 
religion while carrying out their duties as teacher. That means, for example, that teachers 
do not have the right to pray whh or in the pretence of students during the school day. 

Outside of their school responjibilitiea public-school teachers are free like other 
citizenB to teaoh or otherwise participate in their local religious eommunity. But teachers 
must refrain from using their position in the public school to promote their outride 
religious activities. 

12 
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Teachers, of course, bring their feith with them through the schoolhouse door 

each moming. Because ofthe First Amendment, however, teachers who wish to pray or 

engage in other religious activities - unless they are silent - should do so outside the 

presence of students. If a group of teachers wishes to meet for praytr or scriptural study 

in the faculty lounge during their free time in the school day, we see no constitutional 

reason why they may not be pennitted to do so as long as the activity is outside the 

presence of students and does not interfere with their duties or the rights of other 

teachers, 

Teachers are pennitted to wear non-obtrusive jewelry, such as a cross or Star of 

David. But teachers should not wear clothing with a proselytizing message (e,g„ a "Jesus 

Saves" T-shirt). 

12. How do I respond if studenis ask about my religious beliefs? 

Some teachers prefer not to answer the question, stating that it is inappropriate for 

a teacher to inject personal belieft into the discussion. Other teachers may choose to 

answer the question straightforwardly and succinctly in the Interest of an open and honest 

classroom environment. 

Before answering the question, however, teachers should consider the age ofthe 

students. Middle and high school students may be able to distinguish between a personal 

view and the official position of the school; very young children may not. In any case, the 

teacher may answer at most with a brief statement of personal belief - but may not tum 

the question into an opportunity to proselytize for or against religion, Teachers may 

neither reward nor punish students because they agree or disagree with the religious 

views ofthe teacher. 

13 
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Religious Expression of Students 

13. May students express religious views in public schools? 

aidcrvTllibaticsar̂ nizfllkw 

Mh in a public school ; 

Studmlsh^thec^topc^inrMk^orbgpupBQrtDdia^ 

pern sobngatheyrerordsiupiivtBea^ 

private speedvaaidenis enjoy AM rfeht to wad ftidrBibb or oiherscdptâ ŝ gptKbeftac meals, 

pi^bc^ tests, and dbcuM t d i g ^ ^ od^wi^ 

ray IK* dedde to pay jurt as a teadwr caDs on than). In kifixmrfseoingfcsudiM^ cafeteria or in the 

speed} in these loGttkxa. Hcwevo:, At to tog^ invoKaliiaiypcayerdoesnotindud̂ fcr 

oorrpl̂  the v&aio have a entire ajdience listen or to ccn̂ odie-students to p«rieipfliB.,u 

14. May students express religious views in their assignments? 
Religious Expression in Public Schools, guidelines published by the U.S. 

Depanment of Education, offers the following guidance about religious expression in 

student assignments: 

StudmeriBFe t̂eMthttbelî abc t̂t 
and assĵ xnenits ̂  of disoirionaiion beeĉ  

and gainst other tagtimate pedagogical concerns idotiified by *ie school 
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15. How should public schools respond to excusal requests from 

parents? 

In A Parent's Guide to Religion in the Public Schools, the National PTA and the 

First Amendment Center give the following advice concerning excusal requests: 

Whenever pouible, school officials should try to accommodate the requests of 

parents and students for excusal from classroom discussions or nctrnties for rcligiou* 

reasons. If focused on a specific discussion, assignment; or activity, such requests should be 

routinely granted in order to strike a balance between die student's religious freedom and the 

school's interest in providing a well-rounded education. 

If it is proved that particular lessons substantially burden a student's free excrdse of 

religion and if the school cannot prove a compelling interest in requiring attendance, some 

courts may require the school to excuse the students."' 

16. May public schools accommodate students with special religious 

needs? 

Public schools are sometimes aaked to accommodate students with special 

religious needs or practices. Sensitive and thoughtful school officials may easily grant 

many of these requests without raising constitutional questions, Muslim students, for 

example, may need a quiet place at hrnch or during breaks to fulfill their prayer 

obligation during the school day. Jehovah's Witnesses ask for their children to be 

excused from birthday celebrations. As long as honoring these requests is feasible, scl ool 

ofBcials should do so in the spirit ofthe First Amendment, 

Administrators and teachers should not, however, be placed in the position of 

monitoring a child's compliance with a particular religious requirement. Enforcing 

religious obligations such as prayer, dietary restrictions, or wearing & head covering are 

the responsibility of parents, not teachers. 

17. May students form extracurricular religious clubs? 

The Equal Access Act passed by Congress in 1984 ensures that students in 

secondary public schools may form religious clubs, including Bible clubs, if the school 
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allows other "noncurriculum-relatcd groups,*' The Act is Intended to pn«eot student-

initiated and student-led meetings in secondary schools. According to the Act, outsiders 

may not "direct, conduct, control, or regularly attend" student religious clubs and 

teachers acting as monitors may be present at religious meetings in a nonpanicipatory 

capacity only,5* 

The U.S. Department of Education in Religious Expression in Public Schools 

gives the following guidance for interpreting the Equal Access Act: 

The Equal Access Act is dtâ ied to OMUIC that, ocmattnttvnh ihe Fast Ammdmenl, student 

Based on dedsbna of die Fedeol courts, as wd as its jntap»dat>gn$ of the An; ̂ Department of 
Justice h» adwised that the Act stodd be nwpteied as pmvidhftanong other things that; 

Studmt td̂ ous gcoupe at public seoondaty schools hawe the same i^t of access to sAoolfidfaiea 
as is enjoyed by onhacnmparabk student pcuta. Utdff*eBqpalAamAct;asd)(X)lrecaivB̂ ; 
Fedcd ( i ^ toaSows one or nmsttdernnonô ^ 
dudng ncninstmoional time may not tefiaeaows tostudoitiriiBOijegpups. 

Arrocttfig as defrwdand pfotededbyfceEqual Access Act,irtyindudeaptayerserTice,Bible 
tegfô  nr other-wooĥ ) osicise. 

AsdioolrecavingFcd̂ fundsnumallcw 
meda-incbdinglhepdfcaddnMsyvt!̂  
armounce their meeting on Ae same imns as other neiiaa^ 
to u» the school media. Any policy concerning the tne ofschool media must be sppkd to all 
ncncunicuhBTHxked student gcoups hancndkiirmHtPtyrnatmg. Schools, howrra, mayiofcim 
students that certain genups ax not school ̂ icfuored 

Axhoalcreansafcrmxiapmfi 
tdipous g)X)«p8,̂ wi it albws students to meet diiingdwrLnchpeewdsorotenoninstwctjô  
time duifjg 4je school day, as-wd as when it dlows studmts to meet before and afierlhesdioolday. 
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18. May students distribute religious literature in school? 
An increasing number of students are requesting permission to distribute religious 

literature on public-school campuses. According to the guidelines issued by the U.S. 

Department of Education: 

Studmtshaveanĝ todvsibvttidtpcwlibHaajRtoihar schoolmaiBonthesametaiusasihey 

ofrcligousSteatuiswtheydo w 

feeraturefiarspecalwguhtion. 

* lUf shaftd virion dt rdigioDs liberty in pubbc oducatioa ia nanodable both for who says it and for what 
it says. The Notional Education Association, the American Federation of Tea thm. the NstUnul School 
Boards AssooUtion, the Association ftf Supervision and Ctfirlculum Development, the National PTA and 
the American Association of School Adminisnaton joint with the Chiiitisn Legal Society, die American 
Center for Law and Justice, and Citizcni for Excellence in Sducatioa in asserttag these principles. People 
ior the American Way, the Anti-Dehmatlon League and the Union of American Hebrew Congregations are 
on the Uft, as are the Council cm Islamic Education and the Christian Bducaton Associatian Imansdonal. 
and the Christian Coalition. Free oopki ue available through the First Amendment Center. 
F̂inding Common GrmmdiwKvvitCalc atcostftomtheFliat Atnendmeat Center. Call (615) 321-9588. 

" Baaed on (uldelines origjnally published by the Poblic Eduoailon Bellgioa Studios Center at Wright State 
University. 
h Free copies ef "Religious Holidays and Public Scboolr. Questlotts and Answers" are available fiom the 
Pint Amendment Center. 
v For details about the "Righa, Responsibilities and Reipect" ptvgnuns, contact Maicia Beauchamp, 
Bcligious FTecdom Pngnms Gooidinator/Fint Amendment Center, Freedom Forum Pacific Coest Center, 
One Market St1 SteuartTower, 21st Floor, San Francisco, CA 94105, (415) 28I-O900. • 
* For mom iafonaitian about the Proemm in Religion and Secondary Education at Hanwd Univenity, 
contact me DMnity School, 45 Francis Ave., Cambridge, MA 02138, Attention; Nancy RJcharison, 
Director. Inquiries abem the KeUglen ia Public Lift Ccnlflcate Prognm st Ae University of Pennsylvania 
should be addressed te Janet Thcophano, Associate Director, Master ef Liberal Am Progium, College of 
GenoTBl Studies. Uotveiaity of Peonsylvaaia, 3440 Mbiket St., Suite 100, Philadelphia, PA 19104-333 J. 
" Contact the Religion and Public Education RCIOQICC Center by writing to Dr. Brace QnJle, Dept. of 
Religious Studios, Califbraia Sate Univeraity - Chico, Chico, CA 95929. 
^ The CoandJ on Islamic Education may be reached by calling (714) 839-2929. 
h For more informadon about tbs Oxford University Press scries, Religion in Amerioan Lifts, call (800) 
431-7336. 
1 For more infbrauticn about the CD-ROM On Common Ground: World Migioru IrtAmirica, call (800) 
944-8648. 
" Hie Character Education Partneidtip Is located at 919 16* St, NW, Suite 301, Washington, DC 20006. 
(>11 (800) 9884081. Web site: *w rhtncitr arc 
~ Religion tn rts PvbUe Seftoohi A Joint Staumtni ofCvmm law may be Obtained by writing: lUUgioa 
in the Public Schools." 13 Ban M* St, Suite 301, New York, NY 10028. 
^ Copies ef the U.S. Department of Edacs&m guidelines may be obtained by calling l-SOO-USA-LEARN. 
* Copies at A Parent's Gvtdt to RtKgion md Ou Public Schools, published by the National PTA and the 
First Amezximent Canter, are avaiUbi* free fiom the Center, 
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J X / W ^ ^ ^ A C C M S ^ m ' k K i m detail in Equal Acous and th, PvbUc 
t h 0 ™ & ? ^ ^ A ^ T s ' 8 V*™ *̂1 by twentyene idigiow wd educating RTOUM 
The ftill teott is available free from the Pint Amcodmefit Ceater BWIWDOIMJ gronp.. 
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