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FOSTER CARE POLICY SEMINAR 

Seminar 
on 

T H E F E D E R A L R O L E IN H E L P I N G YOUNG 
P E O P L E TRANSITION FROM 

F O S T E R C A R E 

THE INDEPENDENT LIVING PROGRAM AND MORE 

Seminar held in Washington, DC, July 23,1999 

Special Report #13 

Sponsored by 
The Policy Exchange 

of the Institute for Educational Leadership 

Additional copies of 
The Federal Role in Helping Young People Transition from Foster Care: 

The Independent Living Program and More 
are available for $2 prepaid from the Institute for Educational Leadership, 

1001 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 310, Washington, DC 20036. 
Telephone: (202) 822-8405. Fax: (202) 872-4050. E-mail: iel@iel.org. 

Copies may be downloaded from the Internet at wvm.policyexchange.iel.org. 

-'.O;^-'.J'"' l^:.'-1..? i'•,'•»••>• ' 



FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
REMARKS AT ORPHAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
JUNE 12, 2000 



Thank you all. Thank you to Eileen McCaffrey, the OLIVER 
recipients and the entire Orphan Foundation of America for this 
tremendous honor. And thank you to Freddie Mac and everyone who 
has come here tonight to ensure that the end of foster care doesn't means 
the end of caring for our young people. 

I also want to congratulate Congressman Delay on his award, and 
thank Congressman Moran and all the other Members of Congress here 
tonight who understand that how we care for our most vulnerable 
children must always rise above partisan politics. 

Hodding Carter wrote, "There are only two lasting bequests we can 
hope to give our children. One of these is roots, the other, wings." That 
is what the Orphan Foundation is giving young people -- the roots to 
support them, and the wings to carry them as far as their dreams and 
hard work with take them. 

I know that this has been a labor of love for Eileen, love for her 
foster brother Father Rivers, and love for the young people who count on 
her when they're feeling lonely, or need somewhere to go when the 
dorm rooms close for the holidays. 

I'm told that Eileen is often a one-woman staff in her Vienna 
office, answering the phones, opening mail, working hour after hour to 
make sure that no child grows up alone. And so I want to thank her for 
always putting the spotlight on the real heroes - the extraordinary 
OLIVER recipients who are telling their stories and demanding change 
in their State Houses, their communities and, yes, their nation's capital. 

In some ways, my own experiences with this issue started when I 
was a little girl. I'd ask my mother, as all children do, what it was like 
for her to grow up. She was never in formal foster care. But she told me 
about how her teen parents couldn't take care of her after she was bom. 
How they sent her to live with her grandparents. And how, when that 



didn't work out, she moved in with a family and took care of their 
children in exchange for room and board. 

My mother has often told me how grateful she is to the woman she 
moved in with. Because she was able to see what a real family is like. 
She watched what happens inside a home when children have someone 
to praise them when they succeed and pick them up when they fall. 
Someone to care what happens to them day after day. Someone to 
simply love them. 

And that need doesn't end at age 18. For many of us, turning 18 
meant we could vote. It meant we could go away to college or get a job. 
It meant we were becoming adults. But, if you ask too many young 
people aging out of foster care, they will tell you that their 18th birthday 
was the start of a very tough road alone. 

I want to thank the Orphan Foundation all of you here tonight for 
working so tirelessly to change that. Over the years, I have been very 
moved and humbled by the OLIVER participants and so many others 
like them who are determined not only to succeed for themselves, but to 
reach back and help others do the same. 

I hope that every single elected official and every single American 
hears their stories. Because there are no more powerful advocates or 
educators. They remind us all of our obligations - as individuals and as 
a nation - to help all young people make a safe passage into adulthood. 
And they remind us of the small things we take for granted in our own 
families. 

I remember going to talk to a group of young people in California 
a few years ago. One by one they described what it was like to leave the 
foster care system. One young woman said to me, "you know, it's 



almost Thanskgiving, and I have no one to call and ask how to bake a 
turkey." 

Over the last 30 years, I have met too many young people who 
don't have parents to count on or a place to call home. I've looked into 
the eyes of too many children who have been abused, abandoned and 
neglected. And I have seen in their stories how far we have come and 
how far we still need to go. 

The truth is, for those of us who care deeply about children in 
foster care, we have a lot to celebrate today. Because we came together 
to enact the Adoption and Safe Families Act, adoptions have increased 
by about 30 percent. Because we came together to enact the Foster Care 
Independence Act of 2000, more young people leaving foster will have 
the same support their peers may take for granted - health care, 
education, housing, training, counseling, and help finishing high school 
and going on to college. 

Now, we must come together again. We must ensure that the new 
resources in this law reach the young people who need them the most. 
Because for every young person here tonight, think of all those who 
don't finish high school, who don't have health care, who grow up 
homeless or alone or slip through the cracks of our society. Think of all 
of those who don't have roots or wings. 

We must never give up until we reach the day when all foster 
children can make the transition to independence - and make the most of 
their own God-given potential. 

And when we reach that day, it will be because we put our 
children's interests over special interests and partisan interests. But the 
main reason I believe we will reach that day is because of the 



courageous young people here tonight and the thousands and thousands 
of others who they represent across our country. 

It is really on their behalf that I gratefully accept this award. They 
are what brought all of us here, and I know their courage and 
commitment will continue to inspire us in the days and years ahead. 

God bless you all on this journey. Thank you very much. 



The Oliver Awards Dinner 
Orphan Foundation of America 

Monday, June 12, 2000 
PROGRAM TIME LINE 

J.W. Marriott Hotel 

6:00pm Reception begins 

6:45pm BR doors open - begin to move folks to the Grand Ballroom 

6:55pm Students Sima Patel and Joe Smallwood go on stage (right) and be seated. 

7:00pm Pam Pryor welcomes guests 

Pam Pryor introduces student Sima Patel 

7:02pm Sima talks about why we are all at the dinner Sh-^^-

7:05pm Pam Pryor announces "Ladies and Gentleman, please stand for the 
Presentation of Colors and remain standing for the National Anthem" 

7:1 Opm Pam Pryor introduces student Joe Smallwood for the Invocation 

7:11 pm Joe Smallwood gives the Invocation 

7:12pm Pam Pryor tells audience to enjoy their dinner 

7:50pm Mame will alert Jim Ryan of HRC arrival 

Pam, Eileen on stage (left), students Marvla, Lisa and Michael on stage (right) 

7:52pm Pam Pryor introduces Eileen McCaffrey 
Pam takes a seat on stage - Melissa escorts Curtis and Arlene along with Shane Salter from 
Freddie Mac to the holding room. 

7:54pm Eileen speaks and introduces Maxine Baker, Pres. of Freddie Mac 
Foundation (Eileen remains on stage) 

7:56pm Maxine speaks and presents a check to Eileen. 
(Maxine takes her assigned seat on stage at stage left) 

7:58pm Eileen introduces student Marvla Robinson 
(if time permits, Eileen will go to the holding room.) 

8:00pm Marvla speaks and introduces the video 
(after Marvla speaks, she will take her seat on stage at stage right) /] 

8:05pm Pam Pryor introduces Congressman Tom DeLay ' 
(Pam takes a seat during DeLay remarks) 

8:07pm Cong. DeLay speaks - (once he finishes, he takes a seat behind the podium) 

8:10pm* Pam Pryor introduces Cong. Jim Moran -note: due to voting schedule, 
JPM may not be here - in which case Lisa Piccolo simply announces HRC on stage 
*timing will be determined by HRC arrival 
• the remaining students go on stage (standing in their designated spots) 

to be joined by the 3 - seated students on stage 



8:12pm Cong. Jim Moran gives remarks about HRC 
Cong. Moran takes his scat on stage at stage left 

8:15pm Student Lisa Piccolo announces "Ladies and Gentleman please welcome 
The First Lady of the United States" accompanied by Students , Curtis 
Wilson & Arlene Goltz 
(after HRC greets everyone Cong. Moran will show her to her seat on stage) 

8:16pm Student Michael Olsson takes the podium and speaks about The 
Humanitarian Award. 
(presenting students are handed awards from Jim Ryan and come to the podium 
prepared to make the presentations. 

8:18pm Student Lisa-Piccolo presents HRC with the award and second student 
presents Tom DeLay with the award. Photo Ops 
(Tom returns to his seat on stage) 

8:23pm HRC addresses guests 

8:33pm Dinner concludes - HRC works rope linf 

8:35pm Student Araceli Santander closes 

; rope line 
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Orphan Foundation of America Gala Dinner 
Monday June 12, 2000 

Advance : Mickie Mailey Press Advance: Eric Massey 
Work phone: 456-5318 Work Phone: 564-6586 
Cell Phone: 202/251-0916 Cell Phone: 202/ 253-3138 
Home Phone: 202/338-7095 Home Phone: 202/ 387-8608 
WHCA Pager: 4721 

Advance Assistant: Billy Libby 
Work: 456-5309 
Cell Phone: 297-3895 

Pre-Advance: Friday, June 9 at 3pm JW Marriott 

7:45-8:30 Orphan Foundation of America Gala Dinner 
JW Marriott Hotel 
14th and Pennsylvania NW 
Washington, DC 2050 
Room: Grand Ballroom 
Event Contact: Mame Reiley 828-7000 
Main Phone: 393-2000 
Hold: Independence Room (with bathroom) 
Hold Phone: Main hotel phone line 393-2000 
Hold Fax: Main hotel fax: 626-6991 
Hotel Contact: Pam Wesemann 393-2000 x 6917 and Sergut Selassi 
Location: Grand Ballroom 
D i a g r a m n f R a l l r n n m - w a i t i n g o n d i a g r a m ? , 

USSS ''(fi)(6), (b)(7)c, (b)(7)e, (b)(7)f Cool! 

Stage and Podium: 
Dimensions: 
Podium: identifier- logo w/name. contains lip. water on podium, set speech book? 
Backdrop to stage: pipe and drape - maroon with pictures of kids and logo 
Stage Set up: 12 kids on stage with seated participants 
Ropeline length: 50ft. 
Food service: pre set- make sure not clearing the table during her remarks, meal should be 
finished by then. 

Arrival: 
- HRC arrives via motorcade to the Pennsylvania Avenue entrance and proceeds to elevators to 
the Basement level 
- HRC proceeds from elevators to the hold room -Independence Room 
-HRC meets greeters and does photo receiving line with: 
Arrival Greeters: (in the hold) Eileen McCafrey, Congressman Jim Moran 



Format: 
6:00-7:00 Reception 
6:45 Guests begin to move to ballroom 
7:00- 7:02pm Pam Pryor, COS to JC Watts, welcomes guests and intros student Sima 

Patel 
7:02 Sima talks about why at dinner 
7:05 Pam Pryor announces Presentation of Colors and National Anthem 
7:10- Pam intros student Curtis Mays for the invocation 
7:11 Curtis Mays gives introduction 
7:12 Pam announces dinner 
7:13-7:50 Dinner 
7:52 Pam intros Eileen McCafrey, Executive Director of the Orphan 

Foundation 
7:54 Eileen speaks and intros Maxine Baker President of Freddie Mac 
7:56pm Maxine Baker speaks, presents check to Eileen and intros student Marvla 

Robinson 
8:00pm Marvla speaks and intros video (video no more than 5 min.) 
8:05pm Pam intros Congressman Tom Delay 
8:02pm Congressman Tom Delay speaks, once finished takes a seat behind 

podium 
(Upon arrival HRC proceeds to the Hold room for Meet and Greet w/ 
Eileen McCaffrrey, Exec. Director of Orphan Foundation, Shane 
Saulter, Director Freddie Mac (former foster child and HRC has met 
him) and kids 

8:07pm Congressman Jim Moran intros HRC 
8:09pm Student Lisa Picalo announces HRC into room (HRC enters w/ 2 

students) 
-HRC takes a seat on stage 

8:10pm Student Michael Olsson speaks about the Humanitarian Award 
presents the awards to HRC and Cong. Tom Delay. Pose for photo on 
stage w/ HRC, Delay and kids 

8:18-8:25 HRC makes remarks 
8:30 HRC works a ropeline 
8:50 As HRC departs to hold, Student Araceli Santander closes 
8:51pm HRC departs to limo 

Departure: 
Proceed to hallway to depart 



Hillary Clinton: A Leading Advocate for the Nation's Neediest Children 
A Record of Accomplishment Adoption and Foster Care 

As the Administration's most prominent advocate on foster care and adoption, Hillary Clinton 
has worked on behalf of the over 500,000 children who live in foster care, and has led this 
Administration's unprecedented record of promoting the well-being of children in foster care and 
providing them with permanent, loving homes. Hillary Clinton has promoted the adoption of 
children living in foster care, worked to break down racial and ethnic barriers to adoption, 
worked for passage of the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997, and worked to provide 
additional resources to children aging out of the foster care system through the Foster Care 
Independence Act of 1999. These two pieces of landmark legislation refonned our nation's child 
welfare system by putting considerations of children's health and safety first. 

Background 
Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997: The Adoption and Safe Families Act helps thousands 
of children waiting in foster care move more quickly into safe and permanent homes. This 
overwhelmingly bipartisan legislation was based in large part on the recommendations of the 
Administration's "Adoption 2002" report, which had the central goal of doubling the number of 
adoptions to 56,000 by the year 2002. Already, the total number of adoptions rose to 36,000 in 
1998 from 28,000 in 1996, on track to meet Administration's goal. This 29 percent increase is 
the first significant increase in adoptions since the national foster care program was established 
nearly 20 years ago. 

The Adoption and Safe Families Act makes clear that the health and safety of children must be 
the paramount concerns of state child welfare services. It sets swifter time frames for making 
permanent placement decisions and terminating parental rights for children. For the first time, 
states have financial incentives to increase adoptions. Children with special needs and ongoing 
medical needs are ensured health care coverage. Federal funds continue for programs that work 
to keep families together when it is appropriate and safe to do so. 

Foster Care Independence Act: Nearly 20,000 young people leave foster care each year when 
they reach age 18 without an adoptive family or other guardian. Without the emotional, social 
and financial support that families provide, many of these youth find themselves inadequately 
prepared for life on their own. Studies show that within two to four years of leaving foster care, 
only half have completed high school, fewer than half are employed, one-fourth have been 
homeless for at least one night, 30 percent do not have access to needed health care, 60 percent 
of the women have given birth, and less than one in five are completely self-supporting. 

The Foster Care Independence Act of 1999 provides additional funding to the Independent 
Living program which offers older youth in foster care educational, vocational and employment 
training, daily living skills, substance abuse prevention, and connections to dedicated adults as 
mentors. The bill based on the Administration's plan, enables the program for the first time to 
include support for room and board, and provide states with the option to offer these young 
people Medicaid until their 21 s t birthday. In addition, the bill increases the asset limit and allows 
youths to have $10,000 in savings and still be eligible for foster care payments, so that they can 
save for college, an apartment or other needs that are critical for successful independence. 
Finally, the bill establishes accountability for states in implementing their programs by requiring 
data collection and evaluation. 



A RECORD OF ACCOMPLISHMENT FOR FOSTER CARE AND ADOPTION. With 
the signing of the new Foster Care Independence Act, the Administration adds to an 
unprecedented record of promoting the well-being of children and providing them with 
permanent, loving homes. In 1998 there were a record 36,000 adoptions from foster care, the 
first significant increase in the history of the program. From 1996 to 1998, the number of 
adoptions nationwide rose 29 percent - from 28,000 to 36,000 ~ and is on a pace to meet the 
President's goal of 56,000 adoptions in 2002. Among the President's other steps to improve child 
welfare and encourage adoption: 

Increasing the Transitional Living Program. In the last budget, the Administration secured a 
40 percent increase in the Transitional Living program, which provides funds to local 
community-based organizations for residential care, life skills training, and other support 
services to homeless adolescents. The program will now be funded at $20.7 million. 

Enacting the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997. Based on the Administration's 
Adoption 2002 report, this landmark law made the health and safety of children a clear priority, 
provided the first-ever financial incentives for states to increase adoptions, tightened the time 
frames for making permanent placements of children, and removed other barriers to adoption. 

Making Adoption Affordable. In 1996, the President enacted a $5,000 tax credit for families 
adopting children, and a $6,000 tax credit for families adopting children with special needs. In 
the Balanced Budget Act of 1997, the Administration provided more support for families who 
adopt with a $500 per-child tax credit. And under the Family and Medical L-eave Act, parents 
can take time with a newly adopted child without losing their jobs or health insurance. 

Breaking Down Racial and Ethnic Barriers to Adoption. New inter-ethnic adoption 
provisions signed into law by the President ensure that the adoption process is free from 
discrimination and delays on the basis of race, culture and ethnicity. 

Giving States Flexibility and Support. This Administration has given 25 states waivers to test 
innovative strategies for improving state child welfare systems. The Administration has 
provided states technical support to improve court operations and grants to support local 
adoption projects, and has also secured federal funding for the Promoting Safe and Stable 
Families program to serve at-risk children and families. 

Using the Internet to Promote Adoption. In November 1998, the President issued a directive 
to the Department of Health and Human Services to expand the use of the Internet as a tool to 
find homes for children waiting to be adopted from foster care. HHS will develop a national 
Internet site by the year 2002. 
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Orphan Foundation of America Gala Dinner 
Monday June 12,2000 

Advance : Mickie Mailey 
Work phone: 456-5318 
Cell Phone: 202/251-0916 
Home Phone: 202/338-7095 
WHCA Pager: 4721 

Advance Assistant: 
Work: 
Cell Phone: 

Billy Libby 
456-5309 
297-3895 

Press Advance: Eric Massey 
Work Phone: 564-6586 
Cell Phone: 202/253-3138 
Home Phone: 202/ 387-8608 

TWI & a_U (ft-̂ o x. 

Pre-Advance: Friday, June 9 at 3pm JW Marriott 

7:45-8:30 Orphan Foundation of America Gala Dinner 
JW Marriott Hotel 
14th and Pennsylvania NW 
Washington, DC 2050 
Room: Grand Ballroom 
Event Contact: Mame Reiley 828-7000 
Main Phone: 393-2000 
Hold: Independence Room (with bathroom) 
Hold Phone: Main hotel phone line 393-2000 
Hold Fax: Main hotel fax: 626-6991 
Hotel Contact: Pam Wesemann 393-2000 x 6917 and Sergut 
Location: Grand Ballroom 
Diagram of Ballroom: waiting on diagram? 
USSS 

Selassi 

/v:;(b)(6),>(b)(7)c,.(b)(7)e1 (b)(7)f;. 

Stage and Podium: 
Dimensions: 
Podium: identifier- logo w/name. contains lip. water on podium, set speech book? 
Backdrop to stage: pipe and drape - maroon with pictures of kids and logo 
Stage Set up: 12 kids on stage with seated participants 
Ropeline length: 50ft. 
Food service: pre set- make sure not clearing the table during her remarks, meal should be 
finished by then. 

Arrival: 
- HRC arrives via motorcade to the Pennsylvania Avenue entrance and proceeds to elevators to 
the Basement level 
- HRC proceeds from elevators to the hold room -Independence Room 
-HRC meets greeters and does photo receiving line with: 
Arrival Greeters: (in the hold) Eileen McCafrey, Congressman Jim Moran 



Format: 
6:00-7:00 Reception 
6:45 Guests begin to move to ballroom 
7:00- 7:02pm JC Watts welcomes guests and intros student Sima Patel 
7:02 Sima talks about why at dinner 
7:05 JC Watts announces Presentation of Colors and National Anthem 
7:10- JC intros student Curtis Mays for the invocation 
7:11 Curtis Mays gives introduction 
7:12 JC announces dinner 
7:13-7:50 Dinner 
7:52 JC intros Eileen McCafrey, Executive Director of the Orphan Foundation 
7:54pm Eileen Speaks and intros student Marvla Robinson 
7:56pm Marvla speaks and intros video (video no more than 5 min.) 
8:00pm JC intros Congressman Davis 
8:01pm Congressman Tom Davis intros Congressman Tom Delay 
8:02pm Congressman Tom Delay speaks, once finished takes a seat behind 

podium 
8:07pm Congressman Jim Moran intros HRC 
8:09pm Student Lisa Picalo announce/welcomes HRC into room 
8:1 Opm Student Michael Olsson speaks about the Humanitarian Award presents 

the awards to HRC and Cong. Tom Delay. Pose for photo on stage w/ 
HRC, Delay and kids 

8:18-8:25 HRC makes remarks 
8:25 Jim Moran announces one more presentation and intos Leland Brendsel 
8:26 Leland Brendsel speaks and presnets a check to Eileen McCaffrey 
8:30 Student Araceli Santander closes 
8:32 HRC works a ropeline 
8:50 HRC departs to hold 
8:52 HRC has departure photo-op w/ kids in hold 
9:00pm HRC departs to limo 

Departure: 
Participants/Departure Greeters: Students: Sima Patel, Curtis Mays, Marvla Robinson, Lisa 
Picalo, Michael Olsson 
Location: Hold room- Independence Room 

Guests in attendance HRC has met previously and members of congress: 
Acknowledgement Cards: participants titles, order speaking 
Congressman JC Watts 
Congressman Tom Davis 
Congressman Tom DeLay 
Congressman Jim Moran 
Leland Brendsel, CEO of Freddie Mack -HRC has met previously 
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The Oliver Awards Dinner 
Orphan Foundation of America 

Monday, June 12,2000 
PROGRAM TIME LINE 

J.W. Marriott Hotel 

6:00pm Reception begins 

6:45pm DR doors open - begin to move folks to the Grand Ballroom 

7:00pm JC Watts welcomes guests 

JC introduces student Sima Patel 

7:02pm Sima talks about why we are all at the dinner 

7:05pm JC Watts announces "Ladies and Gentleman, please stand for the Presentation 
of Colors and remain standing for the National Anthem" 

7:10pm JC introduces student Curtis Mays for the Invocation 

7:11pm Curtis Mays gives the Invocation 

7:12pm JC tells audience to enjoy their dinner 

7:52pm JC introduces Eileen McCaffrey 

7;54pm Eileen speaks and introduces student Marvla Robinson 

7:56pm Marvla speaks and introduces the video 

8:00pm JC introduces Congressman Tom Davis 

8:01pm Cong. Tom Davis introduces Cong. Tom DeLay 

8:03pm Cong. DeLay speaks - once he finishes he takes a seat behind the podium 

8:07pm JC introduces Cong. Jim Moran 

8:08pm Cong. Jim Moran gives remarks about HRC 

8:1 Opm Student Lisa Piccolo announces "Ladies and Gentleman please welcome The 

First Lady of the United States" 

8:11pm Student Michael Olsson takes podium and speaks about The Humanitarian 
Award 

8:13pm Student Lisa Piccolo presents HRC with the award and second student 
presents Tom Delay with the award. Photo Ops 

8:18pm HRC addresses guests 

8:23pm Jim Moran announces that there is one more presentation and introduces 

Leland Brendsel. 

8:24pm Leland Brendsel speaks and presents a check to Eileen McCraffey 

8:28pm Student Araceli Santander closes 

8:3 Opm Dinner concludes 



CONGRESSMEN for OFA Dinner on June 12, 2000 at the JW Marriott; 

DINNER: 
Jim Moran 
Tom DeLay 
Tom Davis 
J.C. Watts, Jr. 
Gene Taylor 
Sheila Jackson Lee 
Joseph Crowley 
John Dingell 
Coxrine Brown 
Frank Lucas 
William Jefferson 
Nancy Johnson (tentative) 
Patsy Mink 
Philip Crane 
Bob Ban-
Mary Landrieu 

RECEPTION ONLY: 

Greg Walden 
David Wu 
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PEOPLE ON STAGE: 

12 Students 
JC Watts 
Tom DeLay 
Tom Davis 
Jim Moran 
Leland Brendsel, Freddie Mac 
Eileen McCaffrey, OFA 
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April 3, 2000 

ORPHAN 
FOUNDATION 

OF AMERICA 

Dear Mis. Clinton, 

Everyorje associated with the Orphan Foundation of America (OFA) is thrilled that you 
will be iccepting OFA's Year 2000 Humanitarian Award at our June 12 Awards Dinner 
Gala in /Vashington, DC. It will be a wonderful opportunity to celebrate your lifelong 
commit nent to families and children, and all you have done to champion America's 
older fc ster youth. 

While y e know you have been recognized by Heads of States, and business, civic and 
educatiln organizations for your leadership and vision, OFA plans to make this event a 
night tllat replenishes your spirit Mame Reiley and I look forward to working with your 
staff toltruly make the June 12, OLIVER Project Awards Dinner a Gala event. 

Sincerely yours ;re|y 

Eileen rjlcCaffrey 
Executive Director 

QJl(\j 

128-C Church Street, NW Vienna. VA 22180-4507 • E-Mail: help@orphan.o^ 
Voice: 703-281-4226 • Fax: 703-281-0116 • Internet: www.orphan.org 

America's Chan Member CFC # 0472 



March 29, 2000 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 
)RPHAN 

FOUNDATION 
F AMERICA 

We at the Orphan Foundation of America (OFA) would like to honor you as the re(f pient 
of OFA's Year2000 Humanitarian Award. This award is the highlight of our annual 
Awards Gala Dinner that celebrates the great potential of every young America 
foster care. This year's dinner will be held in Washington on Tuesgayrifi^eTs, i f t f it 
is a tradition that the recipient of the award be present at the gak^A ^ 

LJ^U^JL p. 
We are thrilled to have you as an ally as we work to enlist the Ajpport of theAmetic&n 
people in helping thousands of young people who have spent mucfnjfthrelflivesli 
foster care make the difficult transition to adulthood and independence. These 
people would be delighted to see you publicly acknowledged for all you have don 
their behalf. 

Many teens in foster care are now college-bound. Their focus is necessarily on the day-
to-day struggles of survival, but they realize they are better off today because yoi have 
embraced them and championed their potential. j 

Twelve of the best and brightest teenagers in foster care are coming to Washingb n, DC 
in June as part of OFA's annual youth leadership program - the OUVgHi, Avtfc^d They 
are among hundreds of outstanding foster youth who will be awar i^ fsQo^Olr 
scl^larshipmoneyby OFA this year^During their 10-day stay In the nation's capital, 

as advocates and role models for ydDriger foster 

Their stay in Washington culminates with the Awards Gala Dinner. This year the e rent 
is being co-chaired by Congressman Jim Moran (D-VA) and Congressman Tom Da ris 
(R-VA). Past keynote speakers at the dinner have included Attorney General ̂ enojand 
Kerry Kennedy Cuomo. 

We know how busy you are and that you have a myriad of com^tments and 
responsibilities, but we would be truly honored if you could | i ^ d t h ^ i n n ^ n : 
13 to send a message of hope and support to the 20,000 young people aging out 
foster care this year. We would be willing, if necessary, to change the date to Jun 
or 14 to accommodate your busy schedule. 

One of this year's participants is Lisa Piccolo, a junior at Hofstra University in New York, 
majoring in elementary education. Lisa will be a wonderful OLIVER, she was recer tiy on 
the Maury Povich show discussing adoption and aging out of foster care. One of Ii st 
year's OLIVER winners, David Ambroz of Vassar College, has been volunteering in your 
New York City campaign office and is the Dutchess County Democratic Committee s 
student coordinator. Another past winner, Terrl Yaden, had the honor of meeting you 

128-C Church Street, NW Vienna, VA 22180-4507 • E-Mail: help@orphan.org 
Voice: 703-281-4226 • Fax: 703-281-0116 • Internet: www.orphan.org 

America's Charities Member CFC # 0472 
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and Mrs. Gore at the White House when you announced that the President's budlet 
included increased funding for Independently Living Programs. These dynamic yc jng 
people, who like many of the foster youth we work with, always mention you wh|n 
asked about their role models. 

We would very much appreciate hearing from your office as soon as possible to l«: us 
know if you might indeed be joining us and our guests at the annual OLIVER P/Jfject 
Awards Dinner in June to receive OFA's Humanitarian of the Year Award. 

Thank you very much for your consideration and of course for all the wonderful 
you have done on behalf of American youth In foster care. 

wk 

Sincerely, 

Eileen McCaffrey 0* W ^ 
Executive Director 

9Ll0l82Eia/L NOIlVaNnOd NVHddO WOd.-d 003-63-£ 



JRPHAN 
FOUNDATION 

CF AMERICA 
The Orphan Foundation of America (OFA), was founded in 1981 
by an unadopted orphan. It is the only national entity solely dedicated 
to helping older foster youth achieve successful adulthood. OFA's mission is to prbvide 
scholarships, teen leadership training, mentoring support, and independent 
living skills training to older foster youth that will enable them to bepome 
productive, self-reliant adults. 

OFA AT A GLANCE 
• Tax status: 501(cX3) nonprofit organization, all donations are tax-deductible 
• Receives no state or federal funding -
• Sources of funding are the Combined Federal Campaign and donations by 

private individuals, with increasing involvement from the corporate community 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FACTS 
• Started In 1986, to help local foster youth, the scholarship was offered on a m 

basis beginning In 1991. It is the only program of its kind in the United St 
• 100% of funds donated to the scholarship program go directly to youth 
• $1,000,000has been given to foster youth in 46 states since the program's incef 
• Scholarships are awarded for academic studies or technical training. Fum 

unrestricted, and may be used for books, transportation, food, housing, etc. 
)• The number of eligible and deserving applicants requesting funds nearly double^ each 

year. There is every indication the need and demand will continue to grow. OFA'f goal 
for year2000 \s to award $500,000. 

INITIATIVES 
• Scholarship Sponsor Program offers donors the opportunity help a youth attend cbllege 

or vocational school, and hear directly from the student how their support is mailing a 
difference \ 

• e-Mentors - a national program matching volunteer mentors with OFA ^chol irship 
recipients, this rewarding one-on-one volunteer experience is designed for busy 
professionals who want to make a lasting difference In a young person's life. \ 

• The OLIVER Project- An annual summer teen leadership program in Washingto Y, DC 
that trains participants to be advocates of others in foster care with Congres iional 
leaders and elected officials 

• Burtrez Morrow Low-Interest Loans for parentless girls (Jr & Sr of college only) 
• Independent Living Skills Video Loan Library 
• Public Information & Education source 

Corporate Sponsors include: 
American Airlines, American Home Products, American Renewal PAC, American Society of Assn. Profes&ona/s, 
AT&T, BGE, Bristol-Myers Squibb Co., Fannie Mae, Gateway, General Dynamics, Kerr-McGee Corp. Kraft 
Foods, Lucent Technologies, Northrop Grumman, Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co., Telos Corporatio , The 
Limited, The Wexler Group, UPS 

February2000 info sheet 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1997 

What happens to a foster child who becomes too old to remain in tl 
Often, big problems-but there is help out there. 

Nineteen 
And Alone 
in The Worid 

system? 

TO BEGIN WITH, NO ONE SHOULD 
ever have to go through the system," said 
Calvin Russell. "All a foster child wants to is 
to be loved and cared for— just like a normal 
child." At 7, Calvin was placed in foster care 
and remained there until he graduated from 
high school, "aging out" of the system at the 
same time. "I was very scared," he continued, 
"because I knew as soon as graduation was 
over, I was on my own. I had nowhere to go, 
and that made me very angry." 

Acccording to one federal agency, about 
15,000 oftheJOO.OQO children in foster care 
"age out" of the system annually, like Calvin. 
f*14er foster children usually age out after 

J high school graduation or at 18. No 
longer the responsibility of the state, these 
young people are on their own, often without 

B Y J A G . Z U W L T 

Bleen McCaffrey, executive 
director of the Orphan 
Foundation of America. 

"Our goal is 
to make sure 
our founder's 
vision lives 
on. He knew 
the world 
could be a 
kinder place 
to America 's 
foster youth." 

the skills they need to sucfteed or a support 
system to catch them if th|y fall. One study 
reported that 40 percent |o 60 percent of 
these young people join ihe ranks of the 
homeless for at least a portifon of their lives. 
Feelings of loneliness andi abandonment are 

common among older fosler children who 
graduate from the system 
feelings experienced by 
orphan, Joseph Rivers, thai 
act. In 1981-17 years afte .. _ „ 
of the system-Rivers orgajiized the Orphan 
Foundation of Amer ca (OFA) in 
Washington, D.C, to impr ove the quality of 

It was just such 
one unadopted 
prompted him to 
he had aged out 

life of young people who, like himself, had 

9110182E0Z. NOI lVaNnOd NVHdaO WOJdd WV817 :6 0 0 2 - 6 2 - E 
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. . . i i 
been in foster care. He envisioned the term "orphan" 
in the collective sense to include "any child who has 
lost the love of natural parents through death, aban­
donment, abuse or neglect" Rivers wanted to help 
them to become productive, self-reliant adults by 
assisting them with academic scholarships, providing 
workshops on independent living skills and, most 
important, providing recognition for their achieve­
ments. Later ordained in the Liberal Catholic Church, 
Rivers struggled to build OFA into a national organi­
zation for eight years, getting private funds and gath­
er 'plunteers nationwide. Sadly, he never saw his 
dr, .finished. Father Joseph Rivers died in 1989. 

Rivers' foster sister, Eileen McCaffrey, was deter­
mined to keep the organization alive. Saddened by the 
death of a man who had been so committed to giving 
to others, she assembled a group of other OFA volun­
teers who wished to continue Father Joseph's legacy. 
"Our ultimate goal," she said, "is to make sure 
Joseph's vision lives on. He knew the world could be 
a kinder place to America's foster youth." 

Today OFA is going strong. From its small head­
quarters in Vienna, Va., OFA comprises a full-time 
staff of two-that includes Eileen McCaffrey, who is 
the executive director-and several hundred volunteers. 
The foundation awards undergraduate scholarships 
(85 of the 196 who applied last year received financial 
aid), has a mentor program and operates a toll-free 
information line. It gets no government support and 
must rely solely on private contributions. 
Jason Fiorillo, 23, is one on the foundation's success 

stories. A graduate of MIT and currently a student at 
S' d Law School, Jason received an OFA scholar­
ship ̂ ach of his four years at MIT. He is now a junior 
member of the Orphan Foundation of America's board 
of directors. 

"If given opportunities and a little jhelp, any foster 
child can blossom into a happy, healthy, successful 
adult," Jason Fiorillo said. "But the c ucial ingredient 
is the willingness of individuals and irganizations to 
reach out and support them. The lack 3f a blood bond 
does not reduce the quality or necess: y of these rela­
tionships. The Orphan Foundation am its scholarships 
have provided a vote of confidence tp me and many 
others." J 
Annually, the Orphan Foundation of America recog­

nizes several of its scholarship recipie its in a program 
aptly titled OLIVER, after the orp tan in Charles 
Dickens' novel Oliver Twist. OLT HER is also an 
acronym for Orphan Leadership Initiative: Values, 
Education, Resources. During this wlek-long leader­
ship program, outstanding young recipients are 
brought to Washington to meet public jfficials, partici­
pate in career and personal growth w wkshops, spend 
time with business and government la ders, and attend 
a Congressional reception and award i dinner. Eileen 
McCaffrey said such recognition is n< cessary to "cre­
ate a future generation of Father Jose >hs," so that the 
students leave "with a sense of serviceloward others." 

Today, the memory of Father Josepa Rivers and the 
organization he founded serve as at inspiration for 
these young people who are on their »wn for the first 
time in their lives: 

"The OLIVER project offered me th ; highest degree 
of confidence and direction in taking c jntrol of my sit­
uation and taught me to share that < onfidence with 
other teens without parents," sajid Se n Jacobs, 20, a 
project participant in 1996 and 1997. 

"Knowing there are people who believe in me and 
my potential helped me on my long journey," said 
Sherry Gonet, 22, a three-time schollrship recipient. 
"My will is strong and my goals just a reach away." 

PARADE MAGAZINE IS READ 
IN OVER 14 MILLION! HOMES 
THROUGHOUT THE NATION 
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^-..amton, ^ = 

We at the Orphan Foundation of America (OFA) would like to honor you as the recipient 
of OFA's Year 2000 Humanitarian Award. This award is the highlight of our annual 
Awards Gala Dinner that celebrates the great potential of every young American in 
foster care. This year's dinner will be held in Washington on Tuesday, June 13, and it 
is a tradition that the recipient of the award be present at the gala. 

We are thrilled to have you as an ally as we work to enlist the support of the American 
people in helping thousands of young people who have spent much of their lives in 
foster care make the difficult transition to adulthood and independence. These young 
people would be delighted to see you publicly acknowledged for all you have done on 
their behalf. 

Many teens in foster care are now college-bound. Their focus is necessarily on the day-
to-day struggles of survival, but they realize they are better off today because you have 
embraced them and championed their potential. 

Twelve of the best and brightest teenagers in foster care are coming to Washington, DC 
^ in June as part of OFA's annual youth leadership program - the OLIVER Project. They 

are among hundreds of outstanding foster youth who will be awardedl $500,000 in 
scholarship money by OFA this year. During their 10-day stay in the nation's capital, 
these 12 youngsters will speak with Members of Congress and the media, and they will 
be trained as advocates and role models for younger foster children. 

Their stay in Washington culminates with the Awards Gala Dinner. This year the event 
is being co-chaired by Congressman Jim Moran (D-VA) and Congressman Tom Davis 
(R-VA). Past keynote speakers at the dinner have included Attorney General Reno and 
Kerry Kennedy Cuomo. 

We know how busy you are and that you have a myriad of commitments and 
responsibilities, but we would be truly honored if you could attend the dinner on June 
13 to send a message of hope and support to the 20,000 young people aging out of 
foster care this year. We would be willing, if necessary, to change the date to June 12 
or 14 to accommodate your busy schedule. 

One of this year's participants is Lisa Piccolo, a junior at Hofstra University in New York, 
majoring in elementary education. Lisa will be a wonderful OLIVER, she was recently on 
the Maury Povich show discussing adoption and aging out of foster care. One of last 
year's OLIVER winners, David Ambroz of Vassar College, has been volunteering in your 
New York City campaign office and is the Dutchess County Democratic Committee's 

> j student coordinator. Another past winner, Terri Yaden, had the honor of meeting you 

128-C Church Street, NW Vienna, VA 22180-4507 • E-Mail: help@orphan.orc| 
Voice: 703-281-4226 • Fax: 703-281-0116 • internet: www.orphan.org 

America's Charities Member CFC # 0472 



and Mrs. Gore at the White House when you announced that the President's budget 
included increased funding for Independently Living Programs. These dynamic young 
people, who like many of the foster youth we work with, always mention you when 
asked about their role models. 

We would very much appreciate hearing from your office as soon as possible to let us 
know if you might indeed be joining us and our guests at the annual OLIVER Project 
Awards Dinner in June to receive OFA's Humanitarian of the Year Award. 

Thank you very much for your consideration and of course for all the wonderful work 
you have done on behalf of American youth in foster care. 

Sincerely, 

Eileen McCaffrey 
Executive Director 



) ORPHAN 

The Orphan Foundation of America (OFA), was founded in 1981 F O F AMEWCAN 

by an unadopted orphan. It is the only national entity solely dedicated 
to helping older foster youth achieve successful adulthood. OFA's mission is to provide 
scholarships, teen leadership training, mentoring support, and independent 
living skills training to older foster youth that will enable them to become 
productive, self-reliant adults. 

OFA ATA GLANCE 
• Tax status: 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, all donations are tax-deductible 
• Receives no state or federal funding 
• Sources of funding are the Combined Federal Campaign and donations by 

private individuals, with increasing involvement from the corporate community 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FACTS 
• Started in 1986, to help local foster youth, the scholarship was offered on a national 

basis beginning in 1991. It is the only program of its kind in the United States 
• 100% of funds donated to the scholarship program go directly to youth 
• $1,000,000 has been given to foster youth in 46 states since the program's inception 
• Scholarships are awarded for academic studies or technical training. Funds are 
• unrestricted, and may be used for books, transportation, food, housing, etc. 
• The number of eligible and deserving applicants requesting funds nearly doubles each 

year. There is every indication the need and demand will continue to grow. OFA's goal 
for year2000 '\s to award $500,000. 

INITIATIVES 
• Scholarship Sponsor Program offers donors the opportunity help a youth attend college 

or vocational school, and hear directly from the student how their support is making a 
difference 

• e-Mentors - a national program matching volunteer mentors with OFA scholarship 
recipients, this rewarding one-on-one volunteer experience is designed for busy 
professionals who want to make a lasting difference in a young person's life. 

• The OLIVER Project- An annual summer teen leadership program in Washington, DC 
that trains participants to be advocates of others in foster care with Congressional 
leaders and elected officials 

• Burtrez Morrow Low-Interest Loans for parentless girls (Jr & Sr of college only) 
• Independent Living Skills Video Loan Library 
• Public Information & Education source 

Corporate Sponsors include: 
American Airlines, American Home Products, American Renewal PAC, American Society of Assn. Professionals, 
AT&T, BGE, Bristol-Myers Squibb Co., Fannie Mae, Gateway, General Dynamics, Kerr-McGee Corp., Kraft 
Foods, Lucent Technologies, Northrop Grumman, Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co., Telos Corporation, The 
Limited, The Wexler Group, UPS 

}ebruary2000 info sheet 
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ORPHAN 
FOUNDATION 

OF AMERICA 

The OLIVER P r o j e c t Helping today's orphans define their future 
Ophan leadership /nitiates Ifclues, faucation, /tesources 

Mission: 
Publicly recognize and encourage the goals and aspirations of 
parentless youth from across the country by singling them out 
as winners in the nation's Capitol. 

Goals: 
• To heighten public awareness of a forgotten teen population who need 

community support to successfully transition from foster care to 
independence and adulthood. 

• To train participants to become advocates for others in foster care and 
introduce them to the notion of becoming tomorrow's business and 
community leaders. 

• To involve elected officials in advancing greater education and work 
opportunities for foster youth through OFA's bipartisan Congressional 
Leadership Council. 

• To build alliances that unite civic, corporate, and institutional efforts and 
resources toward parentless youth. 

Venue: 
An intense 10 days in Washington DC during which 12 OFA scholarship 
recipients are flown* into the Nation's Capitol to bring the Orphan 
Foundation's message of hope for foster care youth to Congress, the 
public, the private business sector and the media. 

Sponsors of the 1999 OLIVER Project include GATEWAY, American Airlines, Fannie Mae, AT&T, 
American Renewal PAC. Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue, General Dynamics, Kerr-McGee Corp., Kraft 
Foods, Telos Corporation, The Limited, The Wexler Group, Lucent Technologies, Baltimore Gas & 
Electric, Northrup Grumman Corp, American Society of Association Executives to name a few. 

•Travel outside of the geographical area of their foster or group home is often a rare experience 
for foster youth. 

OLIVER February 2000 
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$ | ^ IMPORTANT INFORMATION YOU SHOULD KNOW ORPHAN 

FOUNDATION 

• Fully one-third of the youth in foster care are adolescents 0 F A M E R I C A 

There are 500,000 children in foster care. Of those, more than 165,000 are 
adolescents, teens who are virtually unadoptable. 

• Being in foster care is often a difficult life 

Only 50% of America's foster teens graduate from high school. And, studies indicate 
that 40-70% of homeless populations were in foster care at some point in their lives. 

• Given the chance, former foster children can be productive and independent 

Parentless youth have the same hopes, dreams and potential as every other child. What 
they need is the chance to lead useful and fulfilling lives. 

• Education is the key 

Making post secondary education and training a possibility for the 25,000 youth that 
leave foster care each year is the key to breaking the cycle of dependency on welfare, 
or other programs, that often typify the lives of former foster children. 

' • The Orphan Foundation's scholarship for parentless youth celebrates tenacity 

OFA offers the only national scholarship solely for foster youth, awarding $1,000,000 
to students in 46 states, all with no government help. 

• There is nothing like OFA's OLIVER Project 
( O r p h a n Z-eadership i n i t i a t i v e : Values E d u c a t i o n Resources ) 

The only program of its kind, OLIVER is a national initiative honoring college-bound 
foster youth, stressing their potential as advocates and community leaders. 

• There are many ways you can help 

Provide leadership in your community: sponsor a scholarship or help raise money in your 
community to be awarded to your local youth, help OFA develop relationships with 
companies that could hire former foster youth, write your elected officials and tell them 
you are concerned about the foster care/adoption issue, become a foster parent. Foster 
youth live in every state, in every county, and in every neighborhood; when they 
succeed America wins! 

Call (703) 281-4226 today to find out how you can get involved 

Info Sheet February 2000 
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ORPHAN 
FOUNDATION 

OF AMERICA 

CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

Robert E. Andrews (D-lst NJ) 

Danny K. Davis (D-7th IL) 

Jim Greenwood (R-8th PA) 

Wally Herger (R-2nd CA) 

Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC) 

Joe Kennedy (D-8th MA) 

Nancy Johnson (R-6th CT) 

Edward Pease (R-7th IN) 

Tom Sawyer (D-14th OH) 

Mark Souder (R-4th IN) 

James T. Walsh (R-25th NY) 

J.C. Watts, Jr. (R-4th OK) 

Sen. Tim Hutchinson (R-3rd AR) 

Gary Condit (D-18th CA) 

Tom DeLay (R-22nd TX) 

Luis Gutierrez (D-4th IL) 

Maurice Hinchey (D-26th NY) 

Steve Largent (R- 1st OK) 

Carolyn Maloney (D-14th NY) 

Donald Payne (D-lOth NJ) 

Tim J. Roemer (D-3rd IN) 

Pete Sessions (R-5th TX) 

James Talent (R-2nd MO) 

Wes Watkins (R-3rd OK) 

Deborah Pryce (R-15th OH) 

Retired Rep. Bill Brewster (D-3rd OK) 

A BIPARTISAN EFFORT 
working to: 

Focus a positive spotlight on America's older orphans and foster children 

Publicly recognize that today's foster children have the same hopes, dreams, 
and potential as every other American youth 

Increase awareness in the private sector that parentless youth need to be encouraged and 
supported in their career and post secondary education goals 

Promote community efforts toward parentless youth that focus on life skills, appropriate 
educational and career goals, and civic responsibility 

Involve foster youth with their government and the political process 

Congressional Leadership November 1999 
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The Orphan Foundation of America's (OFA) scholarship program was founded in 1986 to assist orphans and foster 
teens from the Washington D.C. area attend college or vocational school. That year four students each received a 
$500 grant. As of 1999, $1,000,000 has been awarded to students in 46 states, without any government funding 
whatsoever. All scholarship funding comes from caring citizens, church and civic organizations and recently the 
corporate community. The Scholarship Sponsorship Program offers people an opportunity to give directly to an 
individual student's scholarship or a portion of a scholarship. The sponsor may select a student or be assigned a 
student and may write the student care of OFA. 

One hundred percent of the funds donated by sponsors will go directly to student scholarships. 

Students attending a college, university or vocational school may use the funds for tuition, books, or living 
expenses. Awards are dispersed in two payments, mid August and mid January (fall and spring semester) and are 
made payable to the student and the University/School. Students must maintain a 2.0 grade point average to be 
eligible for an OFA scholarship. 

Please remember foster vouth face numerous obstacles that mav prevent them from excelling academically. 
participating in gpgrt? pr extrq curricylar activities or even having hjgh pergQî l ggals, Although most applicants 
attend state colleges, OFA is equally proud of its recipients who attend vocational schools and community college. 
We hope sponsors realize their support will be not only financial, but also a vote of confidence in their student. 

Please join the OFA's Scholarship Sponsor Program, or contact us for other sponsorship opportunities at (703) 281-4226. 

I/we would like to sponsor a student in the amount $ 

At this time I prefer to make a contribution to the Scholarship Program. Enclosed is my check for $_ 

I UNDERSTAND THAT 100% OF THE FUNDS I DONATE THROUGH THIS PROGRAM WILL AWARDED TO THE 
STUDENT/S AND THAT OFA WILL PROVIDE ME WITH SOME INFORMATION ON THE STUDENT I SPONSOR. 

I realize that my student has no mom or dad supporting his/her dreams and is dependent on me flilfilling my pledge. 

Name 

Address 

City , State , Zip, 

Phone (Day) (Evening) (Email) 

I would like the scholarship to be given in the name of 

Please indicate relationship to sponsor (i.e., grandparent parent, child, etc.) 

Please select a student studying from the state of 
If the student keeps his/her grades up and stays in school, I would like to fund him/her each year for $ At this 
time, please consider this a one-time scholarship. Enclosed is my check for an $800, $1,500, $2,500, or $5,000 scholarship. 
(Please circle amount.) 

Enclosed is $400, $750, $1250, $2500 reflecting half of my scholarship pledge amount. Please send me a reminder in October 
for the remaining $ , due by November 30. 

\ I'd like to make a monthly contribution. Please charge my credit card account $ each month. 
j Name on credit card Exp. date 

Signature Today's date 



SRI LANKA 

Health and Family Planning (USS17.5ni), May 1988 

This Bank-financed project is strengthening management in the health sector by means of 
better human resource management. This in turn will increase capabilities within the system, making 
the sector more cost effective and channeling the resources to ensure a better standard of health care. 
In the family planning component of the project, progress has already been made through a more 
efficient management operation that ensures improved communication and the quality of the services 
delivered. The project is improving storage facilities for drug and medical supplies as well as their 
distribution to the communities and ensuring that vehicles and equipment are maintained and repaired. 
Funds are being made available for civil works, vehicles, furniture, equipment and supplies, training 
and consultant services and family planning grants to non-governmental organizations. So far 
implementation has been successful. The considerable improvements in both health and family 
planning services benefit society. Family planning schemes help to decrease the fertility rate, thereby 
reducing risk of infant and child mortality and morbidity. 

General Education Project (USS49ni), May 1986 

A package of improvements have been developed to improve education for children in Sri 
Lanka: 

• Upgrading the physical structures of schools and classrooms and ensuring rehabilitation 
of damaged buildings. Water supplies, sanitary facilities and basic school supplies are 
also being provided. 

• Improving management skills of national and provincial administrators and principals 
for a more efficient delivery of services to the schools. 

• Follow-on studies being carried out examine the output of the educational system with 
respect to current labor market needs, so that linkages are established and school 
leavers are marketable. 

With the funds already available under the project, although with some delays, 
good progress is being made to improve school structures, making for better conditions 
for teaching and learning as well as improved classroom supplies. 



FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
REMARKS AT ORPHAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
JUNE 12,2000 



Thank you all. Thank you to Eileen McCaffrey, the OLIVER 
recipients and the entire Orphan Foundation of America for this 
tremendous honor. And thank you to Freddie Mac and everyone who 
has come here tonight to ensure that the end of foster care doesn't means 
the end of caring for our young people. 

I also want to congratulate Congressman Delay on his award, and 
thank Congressman Moran and all the other Members of Congress here 
tonight who understand that how we care for our most vulnerable 
children must always rise above partisan politics. 

Hodding Carter wrote, "There are only two lasting bequests we can 
hope to give our children. One of these is roots, the other, wings." That 
is what the Orphan Foundation is giving young people -- the roots to 
support them, and the wings to carry them as far as their dreams and 
hard work with take them. 

I know that this has been a labor of love for Eileen, love for her 
foster brother Father Rivers, and love for the young people who count on 
iher when they're feeling lonely, or need somewhere to go when the 
dorm rooms close for the holidays. 

I'm told that Eileen is often a one-woman staff in her Vienna 
office, answering the phones, opening mail, working hour after hour to 
make sure that no child grows up alone. And so I want to thank her for 
always putting the spotlight on the real heroes - the extraordinary 
OLIVER recipients who are telling their stories and demanding change 
in their State Houses, their communities and, yes, their nation's capital. 

In some ways, my own experiences with this issue started when I 
was a little girl. I'd ask my mother, as all children do, what it was like 
for her to grow up. She was never in formal foster care. But she told me 
about how her teen parents couldn't take care of her after she was bom. 
How they sent her to live with her grandparents. And how, when that 



didn't work out, she moved in with a family and took care of their 
children in exchange for room and board. 

My mother has often told me how grateful she is to the woman she 
moved in with. Because she was able to see what a real family is like. 
She watched what happens inside a home when children have someone 
to praise them when they succeed and pick them up when they fall. 
Someone to care what happens to them day after day. Someone to 
simply love them. 

And that need doesn't end at age 18. For many of us, turning 18 
meant we could vote. It meant we could go away to college or get a job. 
It meant we were becoming adults. But, if you ask too many young 
people aging out of foster care, they will tell you that their 18th birthday 
was the start of a very tough road alone. 

I want to thank the Orphan Foundation all of you here tonight for 
working so tirelessly to change that. Over the years, I have been very 
moved and humbled by the OLIVER participants and so many others 
like them who are determined not only to succeed for themselves, but to 
reach back and help others do the same. 

I hope that every single elected official and every single American 
hears their stories. Because there are no more powerful advocates or 
educators. They remind us all of our obligations - as individuals and as 
a nation - to help all young people make a safe passage into adulthood. 
And they remind us of the small things we take for granted in our own 
families. 

I remember going to talk to a group of young people in California 
a few years ago. One by one they described what it was like to leave the 
foster care system. One young woman said to me, "you know, it's 



almost Thanskgiving, and I have no one to call and ask how to bake a 
turkey." 

Over the last 30 years, I have met too many young people who 
don't have parents to count on or a place to call home. I've looked into 
the eyes of too many children who have been abused, abandoned and 
neglected. And I have seen in their stories how far we have come and 
how far we still need to go. 

The truth is, for those of us who care deeply about children in 
foster care, we have a lot to celebrate today. Because we came together 
to enact the Adoption and Safe Families Act, adoptions have increased 
by about 30 percent. Because we came together to enact the Foster Care 
Independence Act of 2000, more young people leaving foster will have 
the same support their peers may take for granted - health care, 
education, housing, training, counseling, and help finishing high school 
and going on to college. 

Now, we must come together again. We must ensure that the new 
resources in this law reach the young people who need them the most. 
Because for every young person here tonight, think of all those who 
don't finish high school, who don't have health care, who grow up 
homeless or alone or slip through the cracks of our society. Think of all 
of those who don't have roots or wings. 

We must never give up until we reach the day when all foster 
children can make the transition to independence - and make the most of 
their own God-given potential. 

And when we reach that day, it will be because we put our 
children's interests over special interests and partisan interests. But the 
main reason I believe we will reach that day is because of the 



courageous young people here tonight and the thousands and thousands 
of others who they represent across our country. 

It is really on their behalf that I gratefully accept this award. They 
are what brought all of us here, and I know their courage and 
commitment will continue to inspire us in the days and years ahead. 

God bless you all on this journey. Thank you very much. 



June 9, 2000 

Orphan Foundation of America (OFA) 
OLIVER Awards Gala Dinner 

Date: Monday, June 12 
Time: 7:45-8:30 PM 
Location: J.W. Marriott Hotel 

Washington, D.C. 
From: Brenda Costello 

I. PURPOSE 

To receive the Orphan Foundation of American (OFA) Year 2000 Humanitarian Award and to 
deliver remarks about the issues that foster youth face today. 

IL BACKGROUND 

On Monday, June 12 you will be presented with the Year 2000 Humanitarian Award in 
recognition of your lifelong commitment to families, children, and foster youth at The Orphan 
Foundation of America's 6 lh annual OLIVER Awards Dinner. House Majority Whip Tom Delay 
will also receive this award. The dinner's goal is to heighten public awareness of what foster 
youth face when they age-out of the care system and to unite efforts and resources to help 
parentless teens. The dinner will also celebrate the accomplishments of Oliver scholarship 
recipients. 

Founded by unadopted orphan Joseph Rivers in 1981, OFA is a nonprofit organization created to 
help local Washington, D.C. foster youth. Rivers had been a foster brother to Eileen McCaffrey, 
who took over the organization upon his death. McCaffrey has run the organization almost 
single-handedly for over ten years. OFA's mission is to provide scholarship, teen leadership 
training, mentoring support, and independent living skills training to foster youth. In 1991, OFA 
began awarding aid nationally. To date, OFA has awarded $1 million in privately funded 
scholarships to students in 46 states. The goal is to award $500,000 to students during 2000. 
One hundred percent of the funds from sponsors go directly to student scholarships. OFA 
scholarships are $500, $1,500, $2,500, and $5,000. OFA receives no state or federal funding. 

One of OFA's scholarship programs, the OLIVER Project is a national leadership and 
scholarship program to honor college-bound foster youth. Eileen McCaffrey came up with the 
idea in 1994 because she was sad that foster teens were rarely singled out for their 
accomplishments. The 12 OLIVER scholarship recipients, who receive $7,500, will spend one 
week in Washington, D.C, June 5-13, where they will participate in workshops, meetings with 
Members of Congress and business leaders. The scholarship recipients, who were selected in 
May, will be honored at the awards dinner (Bios attached). 



OFA's other programs include the eMentor Program, individual scholarship programs, low-
interest loans for parentless girls. Students eligible for all of OFA's programs must have been in 
foster care for at least one year, must under 25 years old, and must maintain a 2.0 GPA or higher. 

Format 
The audience will be made up of approximately 400 corporate sponsors, foster youth advocates, 
and OLIVER Project alumni. Co-chairs for the evening are Congressman Tom Davis and 
Congressman James Moran, and Congressman J.C. Watts is OFA Honorary Chairman. The 
dinner is sponsored by the Freddie Mac Foundation with additional support provided by the 
Mortgage Insurance Companies of America, Oracle, General Dynamics, Northrop Grumman, 
United Parcel Service, and e-MediaMillWorks. 

You will arrive after dinner is served. Other speakers include Reps. J.C. Watts, Tom Davis, Jim 
Moran, and Tom DeLay. Three year 2000 scholarship recipients will also make remarks. You 
will be introduced by Cong. Jim Moran, and scholarship recipient Michael Olsson will present 
the Humanitarian Award to you. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

-The First Lady 
-Congressman J.C. Watts (R-OK), OFA Chairman 
-Eileen McCaffrey, OFA Executive Director 
-Marvla Robinson, Scholarship Recipient 
-Congressman Tom Davis (R-VA) 
-House Majority Whip Tom DeLay 
-Congressman Jim Moran (D-VA) 
-Michael Olsson, Scholarship Recipient 
-Leland Brendsel, Freddie Mac Foundation CEO 
-Araceli Santander, Scholarship Recipient 

IV. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

• Rep. J.C. Watts introduces Eileen McCaffrey 
• Eileen McCaffrey speaks and introduces student Marvla Robinson 
• Marvla Robinson speaks and introduces the video 
• Congressman Tom Davis introduces Tom DeLay 
• Congressman Tom DeLay speaks and then takes a seat behind the podium 
• Jim Moran introduces The First Lady 
• The First Lady speaks 
• The First Lady remains on stage and is joined by Rep. Tom DeLay and student, Michael 

Olsson. Michael Olsson speaks about the Humanitarian Award. 
• Michael Olsson presents the Awards to The First Lady and Rep. DeLay. 
• The First Lady to do a photo on stage with the OLIVER scholarship students 
• Rep. Jim Moran asks Leland Brendsel to the stage 
• Leland Brendsel speaks and presents a check to Eileen McCaffrey 
• Student Araceli Santander closes program 



• The First Lady to work a ropeline (optional) 

V. PRESS PLAN 

Open press. 

VI . REMARKS 

Provided by Laura Schiller. 
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The Oliver Awards Dinner 
Orphan Foundation of America 

Monday, June 12, 2000 
PROGRAM TIME LINE 

J.W. Marriott Hotel 

6:00pm Reception begms 

6:45pm DR doors open - begin to move folks to the Grand Ballroom 

7:00pm JC Watts welcomes guests 

JC introduces student Sima Patel 

7;02pm Sima talks about why we are all at the dinner 

7:05pm JC Watts announces "Ladies and Gentleman, please stand for the Presentation 
of Colors and remain standing for the National Anthem" 

7:10pm JC introduces student Curtis Mays for the Invocation 

7:11pm Curtis Mays gives the Invocation 

7: Upm JC tells audience to enjoy their dinner 

7:52pm JC introduces Eileen McCaffrey 

7:54pm Eileen speaks and introduces student Marvla Robinson 

7:56pm Marvla speaks and introduces the video 

8 .OOpm JC introduces Congressman Tom Davis 

8:01pm Cong. Tom Davis introduces Cong. Tom DeLay 

03pm Cong. DeLay speaks - once he finishes he takes a seat behind the podium 

07pm JC introduces Cong. Jim Moran 

OSpm Cong. Jim Moran gives remarks about HRC 

1 Opm Student Lisa Piccolo announces "Ladies and Gentleman please welcome The 

First Lady of the United States" 

8:11pm Student Michael Olsson takes podium and speaks about The Humanitarian 
Award 

8:13pm Student Lisa Piccolo presents HRC with the award and second student 
presents Tom Delay with the award. Photo Ops 

8:18pm HRC addresses guests 

8:23pm Jim Moran announces that there is one more presentation and introduces 

Leland Brendsel. 

8:24pm Leland Brendsel speaks and presents a check to Eileen McCraffey 

8'.28pm Student Araceli Santander closes 

8:30pm Dinner concludes 
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CONGRESSMEN for OFA Dinner on June 12, 2000 at the JW Marriott; 

DINNER: 
Jim Moran 
Tom DeLay 

' L r Wfiffj j],. 
Gene Taylor 
Sheila Jackson Lee 
Joseph Crowley 
John Dingell 
Corrine Brown 
Frank Lucas 
William Jefferson 
Nancy Johnson (tentative) 
Patsy Mink 
Philip Crane 
Bob Ban-
Mary Landrieu 

RECEPTION ONLY: 

Greg Walden 
David Wu 



PEOPLE ON STAGE: 

12 Students 
JC Watts 
Tom DeLay 
Tom Davis 
Jim Moran 
Leland Brendsel, Freddie Mac 
Eileen McCaffrey, OFA 


