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Communities & schools working together
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Expanded-Day Classes at Schools
Can Increase Academic Achievement

By ANN YOST

¥ sk first-grader Joseph Montiero about
etymology and he will tell you about
Mr. Read.

Mr. Read, who left his town (Readville) to
hunt for runaway letters, returned triumphant
and intended to start a language with them. He
put them into a specially built word machine.
But there was internal strife; some of the letters
were bullying others. So, Mr. Read formed a
peacekeeping force, the Vowel Club, and decreed
that at least one of them had to be with every
group of letters that came out of the machine.

Joseph could tell you that Mr. Read meets
with the Vowel Club on Monday nights, and no
one else is allowed to attend, except sometimes
“W” and “Z,” “when there is trouble with them.”

“Readville” is the creation of Judith
Clancy, a former Brockton, Massachusetts,
reading specialist who is now an
administrator. e

“I wouldn'’t have the time to teach this “"Budd
during the day, but I can do it after school,”
Clancy said. “And it really works. Kids can

y” paintings-hel
understand the value of friendship.
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