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Ms. Ann O'Leary 
Domestic Policy Council 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20502 

May 25, 2000 

Dear Ms. OXearyT 

The Children's Rights Council fully supports the issuance of an executive 
order by the President declaring the first Sunday of June every year as an 
annual celebration, observance or holiday for children. The CRC 
particularly supports the placement of the holiday in June, nestled between 
Mother's Day and Father's Day, right where a child should be. 

We offered to obtain for you the names of countries that already observe 
Children's Day. The US is one of the few countries that does not 
celebrate and honor children on a permanent holiday. The names of the 
countries follow. Please note that the holiday is commonly referred to 
among the countries as Children's Day, Youth Day or National Children's 
or Youth Day. 

Japan: National Children's Day (May 5) 
North Korea: International Children's Day (June 1) 
Cambodia: International Children's Day (June 1) 
China: International Children's Day (June 1); Youth Day (May 4) 
Mongolia: Mother's and Children's Day (June 1) 
South Korea: Children's Day (May 5) 
Taiwan: Children's Day (April 4); Youth Day (March 29) 
Tuvalu: National Children's Day (August 5) 
Vanuatu: Children's Day (July 24) 
South Africa: Youth Day (June 16) 
Zambia: Youth Day (March 13) 
Vietnam: Children's Day (June 1) 
India: Children's Day (November 15) 
Angola: Youth Day (April 14); Children's Day (June 1) 
Cameroon: Youth Day (February 11) 
Democratic Republic of Congo: Youth Day (October 14) 

A NON-PROFIT, TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION STRENGTHENING FAMILIES THROUGH EDUCATION 
AND ASSISTING CHILDREN OF SEPARATED, DIVORCED AND NEVER-MARRIED PARENTS 

Joan B. Kelly, Ph.D. 
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Corte Madera, California 

Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, M.D. 
Author. Psychiatrist 
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Republic of Congo: Youth Day (February 8); Children's Day (Dec. 25) 
Fiji: National Youth Day (March 7) 
Kiribati: Youth Day (August 7) 
Laos: Children's Day (June 1) 
Liberia: National Youth Day (October 29) 
Mongolia: Children's Day (June 1) 
Panama: Children's Day (November 1) 
Paraguay: Children's Day (August 16) 
Tunisia: Youth Day (March 21) 
Turks & Caicos: National Youth Day (September 30) 
Uruguay: Children's Day (January 6) 
Western Samoa: Children's White Sunday (2"d Sunday in October) 
Haiti: National Day of the Child (June 13) 
Dominican Republic: Children's Day (June 1) 
Bhutan: Children's Day (November 11) 

Also, celebrating the Day of the African Child are the nations of: Mozambique, Rwanda, 
the Cameroon, Zambia, Togo, Guinea, Algeria, Zaire, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Swaziland, 
Camoros, Malawi, and Gamia. 

UNICEF also sponsors an International Children's Day of Broadcasting on December 10, 
and the UN has designated a moving date each year as Universal Children's Day. 

Please contact us if we can be of any further support. 

Sincerely, 

David L. Levy, J.D. Melissa J. Dorris 
Children's Rights Council, President Legislative Assistant, CRC 
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There are 25 million American children 

living today in divorced or single-parent 

homes. Tragically, millions of these custodial 

parents deny proper visitation and access of 

their children to the other parent. Even more 

tragic is that the laws and courts too often 

allow this national nightmare to continue. 

For the benefit of the child, we seek to 

strengthen families during mamage. But when 

separation or divorce does occur, we believe it 

remains every child's birthright to be raised by 

both parents. "The Children's Rights Coundl is 

therefore focused on such goals as reforming 

outdated custody laws and minimizing hostili­

ties between parents by replacing litigation 

with mediation and making sure every child 

receives the emotional and financial support 

they deserve. 

The Children's Rights Council (CRC) is 

a non-profit organization devoted to the 

healthy development of children. It was 

founded in 1985 by concerned parents with 

decades of collective experience in custody 

reform and early childhood education. 

Prominent professionals in the fields of reli­

gion, law, social work, psychology, child-care, 

education, private business and government 

comprise our Family Advisory Board. 
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Each year there are an estimated two miUion mar­

riages and one million divorces, affecting about a mil­

lion children. Another million babies are born out of 

wedlock. These children — and our society — are at 

risk because they are much more likely to abuse drugs 

and alcohol, drop out of school, be sent to prison and 

live on welfare. Not surprisingly, 85% of the young men 

in prison today came from fatherless homes. Teenage 

girls who grew up without a father are also more likely 

to turn to permissive sex and even prostitution. 

This is why CRC is fighting in our nation's capitol 

and in dozens of state capitals to change outdated 

custody laws. Instead of one parent and the "winner 

take all" doctrine of the past, we believe in "shared 

parenting" plans that give proper access and '. 

visitation to both parents. In situations where 

parents have a history of hostility with one 

another or with their child, we arrange free 

drop-off and pick-up programs and sponsor 

supervised access and visitation times. We 

have also increased the CRC "Hotlines" that 

provide information and referrals for parents 

needing immediate assistance. 

The Children's Rights 

Council maintains one 

of the largest collec­

tions of research mate­

rial in the nation. Our 

landmark book, "The 

Best Parent is Both 

Parents," has been 

credited with establishing a new standard for rais­

ing children of divorce. Our "Parenting Directory," 

a listing of 1,050 organizations from around the 

country has helped thousands of parents and 

counselors with mediation, access and visitation, 

and recovery issues. In addition, CRC distributes 

more than 75 other informative books, 

reports, audio and video cassettes, 

legal briefs and children's materials. 

Your membership in the Children's Rights 

Coundl is something very spedal. I t enlists you in 

the fight to save millions of innocent victims - the 

children of divorce. The cost of maintaining a 

national advocacy program is staggering. 

I t is only with your membership and generous 

gifts are we able to be effective. Please help us 

continue bringing kids and parents together. 

Remember, two parents is 

every child's birthright. 

national organization . 

involved in parenting • v ; l t-

issues-for the diyorced;. ^ 

separated, or never:; ̂  ^^SgJ? 

married." ~ - r ^ ^ i S S i i ^ 
' .•* ^Author and Goiu'mnist^i *-. Family CifcleWagazme" 

You are making a difference in the lives of 25 million 

American kids. You are saving a child from growing 

up without either their father or mother. You are 

helping to keep a young person out of trouble and to 

lead a productive life. You are changing the archaic 

laws that too often result in a child being aban­

doned. Your help is urgent. 

Yes) / Sign me up as a contributing member 

of the Children's Rights Council. Enclosed is my 

tax-deductible contribution or please charge my: 

VISA MC AMEX 

Card Numben_ 

Exp Date: 

Annual Memberships: 

• Annual Member 
S35 - S59 

• Sustaining Member 
$60-5124 

• Sponsorship Member 
SI 25 -$499 

Name 

Life Memberships: 

• Life Member 
$500 - $999 

• Silver Life Member 
$1,000 - 52,499 

• Gold Life Member 
52,500 - 54,999 

• Platinum Life Member 
55,000 and up 

Address 

City 

Telephone Number 

e-mail address 

State -Zip-

• Check here if you want the names of three groups in your state that 
can help you. 

For more information, you can reach the Children's Right Council by 
calling 202.547.6227 or 800.787.KIDS. You can also fax us at 
202.546.4CRC (4272). Please visit our website @ www.gocrc.com 

300 Eye Street, Suite 401, Washington, DC 20002-4389 
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Wisconsin Adopts Strong Shared Parenting Law 
Now 26 States with Joint Custody 

Thompson 

Cliildren have won a vic­
tory in Wisconsin. Starting 
May 1, 2000, all courts in 
Wisconsin will be required 
to presume joint legal cus­
tody is in lhe best inter est of 
die child and to setas a goal 
"a placement, schedule that 
allows the child to have 
regularly occurring, mean­

ingful periods of physical placement with each 
parent and that maximizes die amount of time 
the child may spend with each patent." 

Additional changes included in a bill passed 
by the legislature and signed by Gov. Tommy 
Thompson (R) are: 

• similar' treatment of children in paternity 
and divorce cases (except for temporary 
ordei-s); 

Nero Lain Presumes Joint Legal Custody 

and Regular, Meaningful Contact 

between Child and Parenls. 

• requiring parents to submit parenting plans; 
• reducing to 1% per month tlie interest on child 

suppon arrears; 
• limiting tlie liability for past child support to die 

time of filing of a legal action instead of the date 
of birth of die child; 

• penalties for interfering with court ordered 
placement; and 

• a provision for establishing a study committee to 
review the role of guardians ad litem. 

('.(mtiuutd on fxige 3 

Please P l a n o n Attending 
C R C ' s 13 t h Nat ional C o n f e r e n c e 

Washington, D . C . 
May 4 - 6 , 2001 

R e c e p t i o n at the B r i t i s h E m b a s s y 
to B e n e f i t C R C 
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Ms. Ann O'Leary 
Domestic Policy Council 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20502 

May 31, 2000 

Dear Ms. O'Leary: 

The Children's Rights Council would like to extend its ongoing support 
for declaring June 4 a permanent holiday or observance in honor and 
celebration of children. 

CRC emphatically encourages the establishment of June 4 as an annual 
Child's Day, as it is nestled between Mother's Day and Father's Day, righr 
where a child should be. 

We appreciate all of your efforts on this issue and would be willing to lend 
whatever assistance is necessary to accomplish this goal in such a short 
period of time. Specifically, would a number of emails sent today from 
across the country supporting a declaration of Child's Day as a permanent 
holiday advance your efforts? 

mest regards 

Da^idJ^Levy, 
President, Children's Rights Council 

Melissa J. Dorris 
Legislative Assistant, CRC 

A NON-PROFIT. TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION STRENGTHENING FAMILIES THROUGH EDUCATION 
AND ASSISTING CHILDREN OF SEPARATED, DIVORCED AND NEVER-MARRIED PARENTS 
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Ms. Ann O'Leary 
Domestic Policy Council 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20502 

May 25,2000 

Dear Ms. O'Uaf^T n 

The Children's Rights Council fiilly supports the issuance of an executive 
order by the President declaring the first Sunday of June every year as au 
annual celebration, observance or holiday for children. The CRC 
particularly supports the placement of the holiday in June, nestled between 
Mother's Day and Father's Day, right where a child should be. 

We offered to obtain for you the names of countries that already observe 
Children's Day. The US is one of the few countries that does not 
celebrate and honor children on a permanent holiday. The names of the 
countries follow. Please note that the holiday is commonly referred to 
among the countries as Children's Day, Youth Day or National Children's 
or Youth Day. 

Japan: National Children's Day (May 5) 
North Korea: International Children's Day (June 1) 
Cambodia; International Children's Day (Juno 1) 
China: International Children's Day (June 1); Youth Day (May 4) 
Mongolia: Mother's and Children's Day (June 1) 
South Korea: Children's Day (May 5) 
Taiwan; Children's Day (April 4); Youth Day (March 29) 
Tuvalu: National Children's Day (August 5) 
Vanuatu: Children's Day (July 24) 
South Africa: Youth Day (June 16) 
Zambia: Youth Day (March 1Z) 
Vietnam; Children's Day (June 1) 
India: Children^ Day (November 15) 
Angola: Youth Day (April 14); Children's Day (June 1) 
Cameroon: Youth Day (February 11) 
Democratic Republic of Congo: Youth Day (October 14) 

A N O N - P R O F I T , T A * E A E M P T O R G A N I Z A T I O N S T R E N G T H E N I N G P A M I U E S T H R O U G H E D U C A T I O N 
AND ABBISTING CHILDREN OF SEPARATED. DIVORCED AND NEVER-MARRIED PARENTS 

J—n ». K«ll7, Th.D. 
Yiuc-rrosMcm, Qilijwmit 
Otsputi Reiolution Inililute 
Cortt Madam. CuKtomla 

KnaiKth Kii»|«r-K091, M.D, 
Author, P»ycbiittrl»i 
9coU«J»le.Arl«oi.a 

VlCld Lnoskj 
Airtho', ColumrdH 

Jaimi Levin., 
Faiuiltui and Viforic Insduiic 
NewTWH, Ni'WlfMIS 
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Republic of Congo: Youth Day (February 8); Children's Day (Dec. 25) 
Fiji: National Youth Day (March 7) 
Kiribati: Youth Day (August 7) 
Laos: Children's Day (June 1) 
Liberia: National Youth Day (October 29) 
Mongolia: Children's Day (June 1) 
Panama: Children's Day (November 1) 
Paraguay: Children's Day (August 16) 
Tunisia: Youth Day (March 21) 
Turks & Caicos; National Youth Day (September 30) 
Uruguay: Children's Day (January 6) 
Western Samoa: Children's White Sunday (2nd Sunday in October) 
Haiti: National Day of the Child (June 13) 
Dominican Republic: Children's Day (June 1) 
Bhutan: Children's Day (November 11) 

Also, celebrating the Day of the African Child are the nations of: Mozambique, Rwanda, 
the Cameroon, Zambia, Togo, Guinea, Algeria, Zaire, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Swaziland, 
Camoros, Malawi, and Gamia. 

UNICEF also sponsors an International Children's Day of Broadcasting on December 10, 
and the UN has designated a moving date each year as Universal Children's Day. 

Please contact us if we can be of any further support. 

Sincerely, 

Davfd L. Levy, J.D. Melissa J. Dorris 
Children's Rights Council, President Legislative Assistant, CRC 


