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To: Ann O’Leary
From: lan Quinn
Re: Parents and Teens on the Internet

I checked the sites that you suggested and conducted a couple of searches on my own. Here is

what [ found:

- Of the sites you recommended, each had some ‘useful’ content. Oxygen.com had some
article specifically for teens, but largely directed surfers toward the site’s chat rooms and
advertisers, (where would we be without Double Click?). parentsoup.com is the apparently a
portion of the larger ivillage.com umbrella. This site’s parents section, like the Oxygen site,
focused on younger cohorts. Still, the teen section provided cursory articles, but with a
stronger emphasis on the chat rooms.

- My searches turned up many links to the parentsoup.com site from other umbrella sites. I

also turned up the talkcity.com site that was exclusively comprised of chat rooms.
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. “ntanly developed clear and informative parental advisory systems to provide familiés w:th'
advance information on the content of entertainment products. This site provides “one-stop '.
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WEB SITE HIGHLIGHTS www.parentalguide.org

1. One Stop Shopping - all the
information parents need to
make smart choices about their
children’s entertainment... in one
place.

2. Easy access — anticipating the
technological limitations of many
families, www.parentalguide.org
was designed to load quickly and
easily over the kinds of modems
used in most homes. No
frustrating waits for unnecessarily
complex technology.

3. Handicap accessible - the
www.parentalguide.org Web site
is “"Bobby Approved” for handicap
access. “Bobby” is a seal of
approval developed by the Center
for Applied Special Technology
(www.cast.org/bobby/). “Bobby”
analyzes Web pages for their

The information you

accessibility to people with www.parentalguide.org
disabilities. - need to know about
e KN avagon parental media
Washington, DC 20044-4057 advisory systems.
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ONLINE PARENTAL
MEDIA GUIDE

Today's families have many
entertainment choices
available to them. There
are well-known parental
guideline systems in place
for movies, records,
television and video games
that offer parents and
caregivers advance,
cautionary information so
they can better supervise
their family’s entertainment
choices.

With this Web site,

www. parentalguide.org,
the entertainment industry
has come together to
provide a central resource
for parents and caregivers
seeking more information
about these guidelines.

MOVIES

WWW.PARENTALGUIDE.ORG
SITE SPONSORS

Classification and Rating
Administration
www.filmratings.com

TELEVISION

TV Parental Guidelines
www.tvquidelines.org

CD’s AND RECORDS

Recording Industry of America —

Parental Advisory
www.riaa.com/Parents-Advisory-1.cfm

OMPUTER, VIDEO AND
NTERNET GAMES

Entertainment Software Rating Board
www.esrb.org

Interactive Digital Software
Association

www.idsa.com

Motion Picture Association
of America

Www.mpad.org

National Association of
Broadcasters

www.nab.org

National Cable Television
Association

www.ncta.com

Recording Industry
Association of America

WWW.riaa.com




I applaud the media and entertainment industry for announcing that they have answered my
Administration’s call to action to develop a one-stop web site for parents to learn more about
how to monitor and better understand their children’s interaction with the media. Hillary
challenged the industry to develop this web site as part of the White House Conference on
Teenagers to give parents more and better information about how to use the current media rating
systems and parent advisory guidelines voluntarily put in place by the movie, television, music,
and computer/video game industries. This step of universal information for parents is a positive
first step in tools for parents to better decide what is appropriate and not appropriate for their
children to be exposed to in the media. Hillary and 1 will continue to call on the industry to take
the next step of voluntarily creating a uniform rating system that would apply to movies,
television, music, and video games.

The parental media guide can be found at www.parentalguide.org. This web site was jointly
developed and produced by the Motion Picture Association of America, the National Cable
Television Association, the National Association of Broadcasters, and the Recording Industry
Association of America.
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April 28, 2000

Ms. Ann O’Leary

Special Assistant to the President
for Domestic Policy and Senior Advisor
to the First Lady

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ann:

Thanks for talking to me the other day regarding the upcoming White House conference
on teens.

Per our discussion, attached please find the House debate on the "Wamp-Stupak"
amendment during the consideration to the Juvenile Justice bill. Obviously, the "Noes" have the
better-reasoned arguments.

Thanks again. \

Enclosure
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this, removes all of the rhetoric on
both sides and all of the efforts to
point blame, and is an investment in
real science.

I hope that the NIH study would re-
view the methodologies and the for-
mulas that have been used by the dif-
ferent researchers, study the different
conclusions and different statistical
models that could be developed from
those formulas. And I think questions
that have not even been asked before
by private researchers, the questions
and the relevance of neighborhood vio-
lence and what kind of role that plays
in terms of family, in terms of the
commission of violence, family situa-
tions and their relationship to the root
causes of violence, all these things, are
a matter for investigation, not anec-
dote, empirical studies, science, not
rhetoric.

I urge the adoption of the amend-
ment.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Chairman, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. BERMAN).

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Chairman, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

There is one point I hope that the
Surgeon General's study does include,
because there is an interesting ques-
tion out here, the issue of depiction of
violence through the media and the
commission of violent acts, and the
distribution of that same media
throughout the world, and the exist-
ence of a lower violence rate in many
other countries and what are the rela-
tionships and what are the reasons.

I think this would be worth pursuing,
too, because this becomes a part of the
debate on the whole question of media
violence and its contribution to vio-
lence in our society.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Chairman, I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

I will conclude by saying that I think
the point of the gentleman is well-
taken, and I think the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and I will
try to ask the Surgeon General to in-
clude that in this.

I hope anybody in the media who is
watching will realize how serious Con-
gress is about finding out the source of
a lot of our problems so that we do not
have these problems in the future. And
if people in the media and the enter-
tainment industry and other industries
that have depicted violence and sexual
explicitness on television and in the
movies in the years past, if they would
just of their own initiative start ad-
dressing this problem, it might elimi-
nate some of the action that Congress
might have to take in the future.

Madam Chairman, I yield such time
as he may consume to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY).

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Chairman,
thank the gentleman very much for
yielding.

Again, I want to thank him so much
for all the work which he has done. 1
want to thank Tamara Fucile on my
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staff for all the excellent work she has
done as well in helping to put all this
together.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Chairman, I want to thank Matt on my
staff for all the work he has done as
well.

Madam Chairman, I yield back the
balance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The
question is on the amendment offered
by the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. MARKEY).

The question was taken; and the
Chairman pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

' RECORDED VOTE

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Chairman, I
demand a recorded vote, and pending
that, I make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 209, further
proceedings on the amendment offered
by the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. MARKEY) will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. It is
now in order to consider Amendment
No. 35 printed in Part A of House Re-

port
AMENDME 0. 35 OFFERED BY MR. WAM
. . Madam airman, I offer

an amendment.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The
Clerk will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Part A Amendment No. 35 offered by Mr.
WAMP:

At the end of the bill insert the following:
SEC. 3. SYSTEM FOR LABELING VIOLENT CON-

TENT IN AUDIO AND VISUAL MEDIA
PRODUCTS.

(b) LABELING OF AUDIO AND VISUAL MEDIA
PropucTs.—The Fair Packaging and Label-
ing Act is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“*LABELING OF AUDIO AND VISUAL MEDIA
PRODUCTS

“SEC. 14. (a) It is the policy of Congress,
and the purpose of this sectiaon, to provide
for the establishment, use, and enforcement
of a consistent and comprehensive system
for labeling violent content in audio and vis-
ual media products (including labeling of
such products in the advertisements for such
products), whereby—

**(1) the public may be adequately Informed
of—

*‘(A) the nature, context, and intensity of
depictions of violence in audio and visual
media products; and

‘“(B) matters needed to judge the appro-
priateness of the purchase, viewing, listening
to. use, or other consumption of audio and
visual media products containing violent
content by minors of various ages; and

**(2) the public may be assured of—

**(A) the accuracy and consistency of the
system in labeling the nature, context, and
intensity of depictions of violence in audio
and visual media products; and

**(B) the accuracy and consistency of the
system in providing information on matters
needed to judge the a.pproprln.r,eness.of the
purchase, viewing, listening to, use, or other
consumption of audio and visual media prod-
ucts containing violent content by minors of
various ages.

“(b)1) Manufacturers and producers of
interactive video game products and serv-
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ices. video program products. motion picture
products, and sound recording products may
submit to the Federal Trade Commission a
joint proposal for a system for labeling the
violent content in interactive video game
products and services, video program prod-
ucts, motion picture products. and sound re-
cording products.

*(2) The proposal under this subsection
should. to the maximum extent practicable,
meet the requirements set forth in sub-
section (c).

*(3)(A) The antitrust laws shall not apply
to any joint discussion, consideration. re-
view, action, or agreement between or
among manufacturers and producers referred
to in paragraph (1) for purposes of developing
a joint proposal for a system for labeling re-
ferred to in that paragraph.

*(B) For purposes of this paragraph, the
term ‘antitrust laws' has the meaning given
such term in the first section of the Clayton
Act (15 U.S.C. 12) and includes section 5 of
the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C.
45).

*‘(c) A system for labeling the violent con-
tent in interactive video game products and
services, video program products. motion
picture products. and sound recording prod-
ucts under this section shall meet the fol-
lowing requirementas:

**(1) The label of a product or service shall
consist of a single label which—

*(A) takes into account the nature, con-
text, and intensity of the depictions of vio-
lence in the product or service; and

*'(B) assesses the totality of all depictions
of violence in the product or service.

*(2) The label of a product or service shall
specify a minimum age in years for the pur-
chase, viewing, listening to. use, or consump-
tion of the product or service in light of the
totality of all depictions of violence in the
product or service.

**(3) The format of the label for products
and services shall—

‘‘(A) incorporate each label provided for
under paragraphs (1) and (2);

**(B) include a symbol or icon, and written
text; and

**(C) be identical for each given labe) pro-
vided under paragraphs (1) and (2), regacdless
of the type of product or service involved.

*(4) In the case of a product or service sold
in a box, carton, sleeve, or other container,
the label shall appear on the box. carton,
sleeve, or- container in a conspicuous man-
ner.

**(5) In the case of a product or service that
is intended to be viewed, the label shall—

*‘(A) appear before the commencement of
the product or service;

**(B) appear in both visual and audio form;
and

*(C) appear in visual form for at least five
seconds.

‘*(6) Any advertisement for a product or
service shall include a label of the product or
service in accordance with the applicable
provisions of this subsection.

*(d)(1)A) If the manufacturers and pro-
ducers referred to in subsection (b) submit to
the Federal Trade Commission a proposal for
a labeling system referred to in that sub-
section not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this section, the Com-
mission shall review the labeling system
contained in the proposal to determine
whether the labeling system meets the re-
quirements set forth in subsection (c) in a
manner that addresses fully the purposes set
forth in subsection (a).

‘(B) Not later than 180 days after com-
mencing a review of the proposal for a label-
ing system under subparagraph (A), the Com-
mission shall issue a labeling system for pur-
poses of this section. The labeling system
issued under this subparagraph may include
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such modifications of the proposal as the
Commission considers appropriate in order
to assure that the labeling system meets the
requirements set forth in subsection (c) in a
manner that addresses fully the purposes set
forth in subsection (a).

*(2)(A) If the manufacturers and producers
referred to in subsection (b) do not submit to
the Commission a proposal for a labeling sys-
temn referred to in that subsection within the
time provided under paragraph (1)(A). the
Commission shall prescribe regulations to
establish a labeling system for purposes of
this section that meets the requirements set
forth in subsection (c).

**(B) Any regulations under subparagraph
(A) shall be prescribed not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
section.

*(e) Commencing one year after the date of
the enactment of this section, a person may
not manufacture or produce for sale or dis-
tribution {n commerce, package for sale or
distribution in commerce, or sell or dis-
tribute in commerce any interactive video
game product or service, video program
product, motion picture product, or sound
recording product unless the product or serv-
ice bears a label in accordance with the la-
beling system issued or prescribed by the
Federal Trade Commission under subsection
(d) which—

‘(1) is appropriate for the nature, context,
and intensity of the depictions of violence in
the product or service; and

**(2) specifies an appropriate minimum age
in years for purchasers and consumers of the
product or service.

«(fy Commencing one year after the date of
the enactment of this section, a person may
not sell in commerce an interactive video
game product or service, video program
product, motion picture product, or sound
recording product to an individual whose age
in years is less than the age specified as the
minimum age in years for a purchaser and
consumer of the product or service. as the
case may be, under the labeling system
issued or prescribed by the Federal Trade
Commission under subsection (d).

*(g) The Federal Trade Commission shall
have the authority to receive and investigate
allegations that an interactive video game
product or service, video program product,
motion picture product, or sound recording
product does not bear a label under the label-
ing system lIssued or prescribed by the Com-
mission under subsection (d) that is appro-
priate for the product or service, as the case
may be. given the nature, context, and inten-
sity of the depictions of violence in the prod-
uct or service.

“(h) Any person who violates subsection (e)
or () shall be subject to a civil penalty in an
amount not to exceed $10,000 for each such
violation. In the case of an interactive video
game product or service, video program
product, motion picture product, or sound
recording product determined to violate sub-
section (e), each day from the date of the
commencement of sale or distribution of the
product or service, as the case may be, to the
date of the determination of the violation
shall constitute a separate violation of sub-
section (e), and all such violations shall be
aggregated together for purposes of deter-
mining the total llability of the manufac-
turer or producer of the product or service,
as the case may be. for such violations under
that subsection.

Mr. WAMP. Madam Chairman, I ask
unanimous consent that the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK), the prime
sponsor on the Democratic side of this
amendment, be granted 10 minutes’
time in support of this amendment and
that he be able to yield time to Mem-
bers in support of this amendment.
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The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Is
there objection to the request of the
gentleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 209, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. WAMP)
will control 10 minutes, and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK)
will control 10 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. WAMP).

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Chairman, I have a parliamentary in-
quiry.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The
gentleman will state his parliamentary
inquiry.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Chairman, are either one of these gen-
tlemen opposed to the amendment?

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The
Chair has not recognized opposition
time at this point.

Mr. WAMP. Madam Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Chairman, this act will cre-
ate a consistent and comprehensive
system for labeling violent content in
audio and visual media products, in-
cluding the labeling of products in the
advertisements.

The system will consist of a single
label that will inform consumers of the
nature, context, intensity of violent
content, and age appropriateness of
such products. The label will specify a
minimum age in years for the pur-
chase, viewing, listening to, use, or
consumption of the product or service.
The label will also include an icon or
symbol with written text in plain view
of the consumer. In the case of video or
motion picture programs, the label
with appear at the beginning of the
program and last for at least 5 seconds.

The act waives antitrust laws, and
the industries are given 6 months to
work together in developing a stand-
ardized product labeling system. The
proposal is subject to modification and
final approval by the Federal Trade
Commission.

In the occasion manufacturers do not
submit a labeling system at the appro-
priate time, the Federal Trade Com-
mission will devise regulations on its
own to establish the labeling system.

The act bans domestic sale or com-
mercial distribution of unlabeled prod-
ucts after 1 year in the event that
these things are not met. Further, re-
tailers are required to enforce label re-
strictions on such products and are
subject to a fine of up to $10,000 for fail-
ure to do so. Manufacturers and pro-
ducers who violate the labeling system
will be subject to these fines each day
for every day the product is in the mar-
keting place.

So my colleagues may ask, why is
this necessary? We have heard testi-
mony today that there have been al-
most a thousand studies since 1971
clearly showing that the violence in
mass media products such as video
games, movies, CDs is now so out-
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rageous that it is having a desensitiza-
tion effect, a conditioning effect on the
young people of America. And this vio-
lence is so prolific that young people
who cannot differentiate between fan-
tasy and reality are effectively sitting
at video games serving as simulators
with Killing, splattering, exit wounds.

The promotion is now so outrageous
that all we are asking for is not to ban
these products, but to have a uniform
labeling system, much like we have on
food safety products, much like we
have on cigarettes, where a label will
show a responsible parent what is nec-
essary to make an informed judgment
about whether to buy this product or
take this product home.

I submitted earlier that Lieutenant

Colonel Dave Grossman, in a book
called “On Killing Provocatively,”
shows that the desensitization of

human beings today, the act of killing
happens over time by desensitization,
these magazines' media products clear-
ly are causing this to happen to our
children, and pointed to the fact that
our soldiers even in war are not in-
clined to naturally Kkill each other,
that typically species do not kill each
other. Even rattlesnakes do not Kkill
each other and humans do not kill each
other naturally.

We are asking at this defining mo-
ment, what 18 causing our children to
kill each other? What evil is mani-
festing itself when our children will
show up in places like Columbine and
actually pull the trigger and kill each
other?

0 1245

I would suggest that one of the pri-
mary factors Is this desensitization
that in large part the mass media, and
I know their motives are not such but
the fact is it is happening where these
video games are having such an adverse
effect.

Our soldiers in World War II, only 15
to 20 percent according to studies
would actually kill each other, would
kill the enemy when they were faced
with an enemy. So they took the bull's
eye off the firing range and they put a
human figure so that the desensitiza-
tion would begin to happen. They tried
to break solders down so that they
would ultimately pull the trigger. By
the Korean War we got that figure up
to 40 percent. By the Vietnam War,
technology set in and it got up to 90
percent, so that the soldiers would ac-
tually pull the trigger, because it is
not human, it is not natural for us to
kill each other but they are desen-
sitized, much like a pilot is desen-
sitized through simulation for flight
training, much like a driver learns how
to drive through simulators. Video
games have that same effect on small
children. This is a catastrophic thing
clearly in our society that we need to
do something about. These video games
need to at least be labeled.

With that, I look forward to a
healthy and honorable debate here.

Madam Chairman, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

NI

—
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The CHAIRMAN pro tempore (Mrs.
EMERSON). Does any Member seek time
in opposition?

Mr. CONYERS. Yes.
Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. CON-
YERS) is recognized for 20 minutes.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

This is an interesting concept here in
which we now move the government
into the labeling system business and
we will now have an all-controlling,
omnipotent Federal Trade Commission
which will now be directly responsible
for the labeling system for video
games, movie and sound packages hav-
ing violent content. :

I hope everybody is thinking about
what this is going to do in terms of the
relationship of the government to com-
merce in the United States. The Fed-
eral Trade Commission has its hands
full now. Outside of the Antitrust Divi-
sion of the Department of Justice, it is
the only antitrust division that we
have, FTC. So it is with some reluc-
tance that I indicate to my dear friend
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
STUPAK) that this goes a little bit be-
yond the pale in terms of its overreach.
What we are doing is creating a polit-
buro that will move much of the enter-
tainment industry to Washington, D.C.
and I think we want to stop and think
a minute about what we are doing.

We had an interesting hearing on
May 13 on youth and violence. One of
the great ideas, and I am not sure if
the authors of this amendment are
aware, which came out of it was the
notion that there ought to be one kind
of labeling system for all the enter-
talnment industry. It was advanced by
a media critic. It made a lot of sense.
At the panel was Jack Valenti himself,
representing the movie industry. It is,
I think, under active consideration.

What we find is the problem here, in-
stead of trying to see if the entertain-
ment industry will move on our rec-
ommendations, is that here we have de-
cided that they are not or they will not
or they cannot and we will now do it
for them by commanding the Federal
Trade Commission to promulgate a
government labeling system. This kind
of parallels the Hyde amendment that
was rejected yesterday. It is a little bit
more tailored. But it still is constitu-
tionally suspect because of the vague-
ness.

Not defining what violence means
means that we will be in the courts for
quite a long period of time. It is
overbroad because it would apply to
historical programs and restrict the
dissemination of facts. It also may be
considered not exactly necessary be-
cause the covered industries are using
labels and, as I have suggested, they
are moving toward even improving
them. We have a problem with the V-
chip, but I understand from the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK)
that there may be an amendment that
can correct it.

I do. Madam
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With regard to whether the amend-
ment is premature or not, we are as-
suming that the entertainment prod-
ucts with violence are automatically
harmful to youth and we impose a cost-
ly and burdensome labeling system.
Might it not be better to wait for the
definitive evidence of such links before
imposing an intrusive government reg-
ulation system? Under the Markey
amendment just passed, we decided to
have the Surgeon General conduct a
study. In another arena we have NIH
conducting a study.

So without trying to punt on this,
there is the unambiguous scientific
evidence that really needs to be
brought to bear. I am hopeful that we
will consider this with great care.

Madam Chairman, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Chairman, I-

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

My good friend the ranking Demo-
crat on the Committee on the Judici-
ary has raised a couple of issues I
would like to respond to.

Government is already into labeling.
This is a label amendment. Govern-
ment is into labeling. Let me explain.
Let us say this is video. Let us say this
is music. Let us say this is TV. Let us
say this is movies. We have four dif-
ferent packages here and government
labels every one of these packages. Ev-
erything we consume physically, gov-
ernment labels. On the back of every
one of these packages is nutritional
facts. It came from the FDA. Every one
of them.

What we are saying is whether you
are a movie, you are going to have a
uniform, consistent standard label so
we as consumers, before we consume f{t,
we know what it is. Every one of them,
nutritional facts. Every one of them,
nutritional facts. Every one of them,
nutritional facts. That is what we are
asking the entertainment industry to
do.

It is suggested that we should wait.
For over 30 years the movie industry
has been putting forth ratings. They
are never the same. They constantly
change. There is no enforcement. We
have been waiting for over 30 years.
Why 30 years ago did they bring up a
rating system? Because study after
study shows violence, constantly de-
picted, starting at age 8 makes the im-
pression upon people that it is okay to
do what you are seeing on television or
what you are listening to in music or
what you are seeing in the interactive
video games, whatever it may be. In
fact, this amendment amends govern-
ment's Fair Packaging and Labeling
Act. That is what we are asking to do
in this bill. Government has been label-
ing and telling us what to do.

What we are asking for, music, video,
interactive, television, give us the
same, consistent. uniform label. And
we let industry determine it. For the
first 6 months industry will determine
it. As the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. CONYERS) points out, the Federal
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Trade Commission, FTC, has a right to
oversee it. So it is uniform, it is con-
sistent. Yes., we put financial penalties
in there if they do not do it, if the pro-
ducers and distributors do not do it.
Why? Because we have been waiting
over 30 years.

Madam Chairman, today I am offer-
ing my amendment with the gentleman
from Tennessee to establish a stand-
ardized product, to put a violence la-
beling system for interactive video
games, video programs, motion pic-
tures and music. This is to inform and
have a uniform and consistent labeling
system which will be a valuable tool
before I purchase a video game or
music for my sons or let them go to a
movie.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Tennessee for his hard work on this. It
is fair to say we must thank in the
other body Senators LIEBERMAN and
MCCAIN for their tireless effort in this
same area. What we are saying here, we
require that the manufacturers of prod-
ucts, whatever they are, put forth a
uniform label which tells us what is
the nature of the movie, or the music,
what is the context, what is the inten-
sity, what is the intensity of the vio-
lent content and the age appropriate-
ness for these products.

It requires industry to work to-
gether, all of them, music, video
games, videos, television, to work to-
gether to develop a standardized prod-
uct. And if they cannot, the FTC is
going to do it for them.

The amendment bans domestic sale
and commercial distribution of
unlabeled .products after a year. There
are already several different rating sys-
tems. Just like these packages, each
one is packaged differently. That is
what the current ratings system is in
this country. We say let us put a uni-
form label, nutrition facts, nutrition
for our mind and for our reviewing.
That is what we are asking for, create
a uniform and consistent labeling sys-
tem so every parent and every con-
sumer in this country can identify the
product’s content.

As I indicated, we have the nutri-
tional labels s0 a consumer under-
stands what is contained in a product
he is about to consume. Why should
parents and consumers of video games,
movies, television and music not know
what is the product before they buy
them? We need to provide product in-
formation to parents and consumers
about the violent content of these
products to increase our ability to
make informed decisions before we give
the products to our children. Ulti-
mately, parents have the responsibility
to determine what is suitable for their
children, to play on their VCR or what
game to play, what to listen to and
what to watch. However in this in-
creasingly digital age, parents need to
be more informed to make educated de-
cisions and let us make it simple, so
they know what it is through this la-
beling, a uniform, consistent label, not
ratings but label throughout all of in-
dustry so we do not have to go to the
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music CD and look at one thing and try
to figure out what it says and go to the
video, and see something else in inter-
active video games.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’
ot the Wamp-Stupak amendment.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

REQUEST TO MODIFY AMENDMENT NO. 35
OFFERED BY MR. WAMP

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, 1 ask
unanimous consent that I be allowed to
modify the amendment and to explain
the modification relative to the V-chip.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Tennessee?

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Chairman, I ob-
ject.

The CHAIRMAN. Objection is heard.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
What the modification would simply do
after consultation with anyone that is
concerned about the V-chip issue is to
clearly establish with language in the
amendment that the V-chip is not af-
fected in any way, shape or form. There
is no relationship to this amendment
and the V-chip. The labeling system
does not even mention V-chip tech-
nology. The product label does not
interfere with the V-chip in any way. If
anything, it provides a supplement to
parents who cannot afford to purchase
a new television set or set-top box in
order to block V-chip programming.
The V-chip is a rating system. The
Wamp-Stupak amendment is a plain
English labeling system. Parents really
want common sense English language
product content information and no
one should be afraid of this particular
amendment. As a matter of fact, rel-
ative to the V-chip, this i{s the same
bill that was made in order as an
amendment that was dropped in the
Senate with bipartisan cosponsors,
Senator MCCAIN and Senator
LIEBERMAN, an original cosponsor, Sen-
ator CONRAD, who was the author of the
V-chip legislation in the Senate. It has
support from Senator LOTT, the major-
ity leader, strong bipartisan support.
All the fearmongering about this would
affect the V-chip is unjustified.

I really regret that someone objected
to our reasonable efforts to make sure
in this amendment that their needs
were met. They are the ones that asked
that we be considerate. We were at-
tempting to do so. .

Mr. Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
HUNTER).
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Mr. HUNTER. Mr.-Chairman, I want
to thank the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. STUPAK) and the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. WAMP) for this long-
needed legislation.

It is interesting to me to watch two
of my friends, the gentlemen from Hol-
lywood, California (Mr. WAXMAN) and
(Mr. BERMAN), who have long been real
champions of labeling cigarettes with
those warning labels, those hazardous-
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to-your-health labels, and I am sure
they think that is a very good idea.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. HUNTER. I yield to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Chairman. the
Constitution, as far as I know, does not
say, Congress shall pass no law abridg-
ing the manufacture, the marketing,
the distribution or the sale of potato
chips or cigarettes.

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Chairman. re-
claiming my time, and just to respond
to my friend, there is no constitutional
problem with having a label on the
movie Natural Born Killers which says
to parents, *“This product contains
graphic and intense depictions of vio-
lence in the context of criminal activ-
ity. This product is inappropriate for
consumption by minors under 17 years
of age.” In fact, that is an exercise of
free speech, that is not an inhibition of
free speech.

Mr. Chairman, parents are raising
their children in a very dangerous
world today with respect to the media
and Hollywood and the entertainment
industry. In the old days, Roy Rogers,
when he was the biggest star in the
world for children, never did anything
to frustrate parents with respect to
their goals of raising children who are
honest, who are wholesome, and who
have values. They did not have to ex-
plain why Roy Rogers did something
that was horrible or unusual and that
they should not follow.

I was looking at this billboard for
Natural Born Killers. This stars people,
Woody Harrelson, Juliette Lewis, Rob-
ert Downey, Jr., and Tommy Lee
Jones, who milllons of children
throughout the world say, I really like
her, or I really like him, and they have
developed an affection and an admira-
tion for those people. They have not
learned to disassociate what those peo-
ple do on the screen with the person
themselves.

What this does for parents, for par-
ents who are so busy today, often hav-
ing several jobs, very often the mother
and the father both working, many
times raising children in single fami-
lies, this gives them some information.
This i8 supposed to be the information
age. This tells them that something is
graphic violence or graphic sex, and it
allows that mom who is walking out
the door whose child is going to go
with another child somewhere to watch
a movie, it enables them to make a de-
cision and say either you can go or you
cannot go.

This Wamp-Stupak legislation em-
powers parents, and the one thing that
we have been afraid to do, apparently
because of the enormous pressure and
the enormous power of Hollywood, is
empower parents. That is what we
must do, and if this legislation passes,
it will accrue to the benefit of every
family in America.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I
begin by apologizing to the now long
list of Members that want to speak in
opposition to the amendment.
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Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from California (Mr. Wax-
MAN), the ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Government Reform and
Oversight.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman., I
thank the gentleman for yielding to
me.

As the author of the legislation that
required food labeling of nutritional in-
formation on products. I want to tell
my colleagues why this is not the same
kind of area where government ought
to be involved.

I think we have to be very. very care-
ful when government is going to be in-
volved in intruding itself in the expres-
sion of ideas. Do we really want the
same label to be on Schindler’'s List
that we would have on Natural Born
Killers? Do we want to put a chilling
effect on entertainment, on literature,
on creativity? I think it is inappro-
priate for government to do this sort of
thing, and I thought it was inappro-
priate for the V-chip, and it never
seems to satisfy people, because there
seems to be this great desire to move
from one label to the next label to
start government censorship. and that
is precisely the kind of thing that gov-
ernment ought to restrain itself from
doing.

I would hope we would vote against
this amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would in-
form the Committee that the time of
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
WAMP) has expired. The gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) has 13
minutes remalning; the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) has 4 min-
utes remaining.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MCCOLLUM), the chairman of
the Subcommittee on Crime of the
Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. McCOLLUM. Mr. Chairman, I
thank the gentleman for yielding me
this time.

Reluctantly, I have to oppose this
amendment. I believe that there are a
number of reasons why this is not a
good idea. I think, first of all, we have
to recognize that all of us believe in la-
beling. I think every one of the movies
that comes out, all of the television
shows and so forth should have a label.
But that is being done already in a sys-
tem that is not perfect. but is being
done by the industry groups involved.

This legislation, though, would come
in and say one size fits all. It would re-
quire all of these industry groups to be
together on a format, or the FTC would
impose a format on them. What is good
for country music certainly is not nec-
essarily the same thing that we want
for a video game. We have a country
music song labeled in the same cat-
egory with Doom. a violent and graphic
game, and that would be totally inap-
propriate.

I would also think that we would re-
quire by this the rerating of hundreds
of thousands of existing movies and
television programs and so forth, and
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that is an enormous task and a very ex-
pensive one.

Last but not least, I do not think the
proposal is constitutional., unfortu-
nately, and I know it will be discussed
a lot more later. The reality is that we
have a free speech question here, and if
there is not an obscenity standard or
something like that, there is no way
we can label constitutionally by Con-
gress.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. BERMAN), a ranking sub-
committee member of the Committee
on the Judiciary.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Chairman, I want
to reemphasize the point that if we
could analogize movies and music and
books and television to potato chips
and cigarettes, there would be no con-
stitutional impediment whatsoever to
government mandating of a rating sys-
tem, but we cannot. The first amend-
ment is very specific in its protection
here.

In the V-chip legislation that we will
hear more about later, there were no
criminal penalties. There was a vol-
untary rating system developed by an
industry, enforced by an industry, con-
nected to a technology to make it
meaningful.

With respect to the voluntary ratings
system in the motion picture industry,
with the recent decision of the Na-
tional Association of Theater Owners,
we will now find effective enforcement
of a very effective rating system. I urge
that this well-intentioned, but uncon-
stitutional proposal be rejected.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. TAUZIN).

(Mr. TANZIN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Chairman, a couple
of years ago when ratings for television
were discussed and V-chips were dis-
cussed, there were bills to do this. For
government to step in and establish
rating systems, we did the wise thing
then, and I ask my colleagues to do the
wise thing today. Reject the notion of
government ratings.

We took our committee on telecom
to Peoria. We took with us Eddie Fritz,
we took with us Jack Valenti, the rep-
resentatives of the movie, cable and
the television industries, and we let
them meet with parents in Peoria. We
let parents talk directly to the indus-
try. Out of it came an industry-agreed-
upon ratings system for television that
is going to work with the V-chip.

There are ratings right now on video
games, ratings on movies. For govern-
ment to step in and mandate a system
would not only offend first amendment
rights, it would disturb a very healthy
process already going forward with in-
dustry and parents and communities
around America to set up ratings that
we can understand and work with.

The last thing we need to do is have
government rerating all that stuff,
government interfering with the first
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amendment in our society. We need
more parents to pay attention to what
industry is doing to tell them what is
in movies. books and videos.

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Just in response to the last speaker,
I just want to say if it worked so well
in television, why is not NBC doing the
same system? They are not.

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentleman yleld?

Mr. STUPAK. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Louisiana.

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Chairman, NBC has
its own rating system.

Mr. STUPAK. Oh, really? They do
not.

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Chairman, if the
gentleman will yield, NBC was the one
network who felt they were under too
much government pressure to adopt a
rating system others agreed to. They
adopted their own rating systems.

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Chairman. re-
claiming my time, this is the point. If
everyone has their own rating system,
why can we not put a label so it is con-
sistent, whether it is NBC, CBS, ABC,
FX, video games, whatever?

Mr. Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON).

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in support of the amend-
ment, and I am particularly pleased
with the feature calling for a uniform
system of ratings for video games.

While some media companies have
taken action to address this problem,
such as Disney, which has removed vio-
lent video games from their theme
parks, there are many companies that,
I believe, are going in the opposite di-
rection, such as the manufacturer of
the video game Duke Nukem, adver-
tised on the Internet with the teaser
quote: Learn what you can do with pipe
bombs, unquote.

The players of this game not only
learn to shoot people, but in particular,
they learn to shoot women and doing
other things that I cannot even speak
of on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

I do not believe that we can rely on
industry to police itself in this arena
and that action i8 necessary, and it is
for that reason that I rise in strong
support of the amendment.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I ask
unanimous consent that the debate be
extended by 10 minutes, equally di-
vided, 5 minutes on each side. There
are just too many people that need to
speak. I know that the House is pressed

-for time today and that it may be mid-

night before we finish tonight, but
could we please ask the Chair and ask
the Members to grant 10 minutes, 5
minutes on each side.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. WAMP) that he be
granted an additional 5 minutes and
that the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS) be granted an additional 5
minutes?

There was no objection.
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Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman. [ yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF).

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
very strong support of this amend-
ment. As a father of five children and
as a grandfather, we all know that con-
tent labeling is not working. Just
watch the television or see a movie and
try to figure out PG, PG 13, R ratings.
It is not working. We know that the in-
dustry will not regulate itself.

I was one of the Republicans that
broke with my party several years ago
in support of the V-chip. I remember
one Member said the answer is for par-
ents to take care of it, and it is. But
there are some people that cannot do
it. There are some people whose chil-
dren are home alone. There are some
people that need help. It is violent con-
tent. Every Member should look at the
video, Doom. Every Member should
read the article about '‘Killology'' that
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
WAMP) sent around.

This amendment is a good idea. This
makes a lot of sense. Sometimes what
concerns me is that the powerful inter-
ests, the lobbyists that control some of
these issues can mislead and say what-
ever and get us to postpone and post-
pone.

The Wamp-Stupak amendment will
help parents, and, even more impor-
tantly, I believe it will save a lot of
lives. I strongly urge all Members on
both sides to support this amendment
by an overwhelming vote.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. MARKEY).

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Chairman, I have
to oppose this amendment as it is
drafted, as it is being debated out here
on the floor. No matter how many
times the proponents say as it is draft-
ed that this does not affect the V-chip,
the plain language of the amendment
says the opposite. Its purpose, ‘‘is the
labeling of violent content in visual
media products.” That is what the V-
chip does. We won that vote 3 years
ago, and then the industry voluntarily,
working with parents’ groups, con-
structed a rating system that every
parents’ group in America supports.

Now, if this amendment is adopted, it
jeopardizes that system. A whole new
system would have to be constructed
under this amendment.

There are going to be 26 million TV
sets purchased in America over the
next year with a V-chip in it. and 26
million the year after, and 26 million
the year after that, all with the ratings
system built in that parents support. If
this amendment is adopted, it jeopard-
izes that, because a whole new system
would be put in place and potentially
jeopardize all of these new TV sets
which will not have a ratings system
that is in conformity with something
that the government sets up.

So that is why the National Associa-
tion of Elementary School Principals,
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the American Psychological Associa-
tion. the Center for Media Education,
all of them endorse the V-chip and the
system that we now have in place.
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It is voluntary. It is being built into
TV sets today. It works. Parents want
it.

If there is some other new system
people want to set up, we will go off
and try to do that. But for the 6 hours
a day the TV sets are on in America,
millions of young parents are buying
these TV sets. We should not have a
new system. This one works. Vote no
on the Wamp amendment.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I am
pleased to yield 1% minutes to my
friend, the gentleman from California
(Mr. CAMPBELL).

Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 thank my good
friend for yielding time to me.

Mr. Chairman, the difference between
this label and the label on potato chips
is that this label has the government
judging expressive content, not MSG
content—expressive content and ideas.
Those are protected under the First
Amendment in ways that MSG content
are not.

The way this bill was drafted is very
dangerous. It says that the FTC is sup-
posed to determine a system appro-
priate for the nature, context, and in-
tensity of the depictions of violence.
Regarding context, consider that Full
Metal Jacket and Apocolypse Now were
violent films about Vietnam. Saving

. Private Ryan was a violent film about

the Second World War. The Federal
trade Commission is asked to comment
about violence in context. If we sup-
port the war, perhaps the violence is
appropriate. If we do not, perhaps the
violence is inappropriate. We see why
the First Amendment deals with ex-
pressive content differently than MSG
content.

Lastly, there is a drafting error. The

bill has no maximum to the minimum-

age; let me repeat, no maximum to the
minimum age. Turn to -page 7 of the
bill. A person ‘“may not sell, in com-
merce * * * product to an individual
whose age in years is less than the age
specified as the minimum age * * * for
a purchaser * * * of the product * * *
under the labeling system * * * pre-
scribed by the Federal trade Commis-
sion under subsection (d)."

There i8 nothing 'In (d) saying
“minor™ or “‘minority.”” There i8 a ref-
erence to ‘‘minor’ in A, the findings
section, but that only applies to when
the industry does its own labeling.
There is thus a huge loophole in this
bill of an unconstitutional nature—
adult access can be limited.

Let me simply conclude that the bill
was poorly drafted, and infringes the
First Amendment.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, [ am
pleased to yield 1% minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California  (Mrs.
TAUSCHER). ’

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Chairman, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding time
to me.
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Mr. Chairman, I rise in opposition to
the Wamp amendment. We all agree
that children should not be exposed to
music and movies that depict violence
or sexual images. But the answer is not
to overregulate industries that are al-
ready making positive efforts to police
themselves.

The motion picture industry has a
well-established rating system for
warning parents about the content of
movies. The television networks have
recently begun a similar rating prac-
tice. Parents are increasingly making
use of the V-chip to keep harmful ma-
terial away from their kids, and vir-
tually every major recording company
complies with voluntary label warnings
on their recording that contain mate-
rial that is inappropriate for children.

Establishing a labeling system with
the muscle of the Federal government
at the regulatory helm is not the way
to help parents protect their kids. In-
stead, we should continue to work con-
structively with the entertainment in-
dustry to improve ways for parents to
limit their children's exposure to
harmful material.

Our number one priority must be to
protect our children and empower par-
ents. The Wamp amendment provides
the wrong approach. I urge my col-

.leagues to vote no on this amendment.

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Chairman, I yield

.2% minutes to the gentleman from In-

diana (Mr. ROEMER).

(Mr. ROEMER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Chairman, this is

a complicated debate, and I know tech-.

nology is complicated to the Members
in this body. But what we are in effect

. debating today is that we tell our fami-

lies across. America the sodium content
in a bag of pretzels, and we will label
that. Why should we not label a video
game called Sin that teaches, that re-
wards, that glorifies, showing our chil-
dren hour after hour after hour on the
computer how to destroy people;
minute after minute, hour after hour,
week after week?

This is Sin. I have played it. I have
pulled it down and looked at it. The
more people you kill and shoot, the
better one’s score.

Mr. Chairman, I understand the argu-
ment of the gentleman from California
(Mr. CAMPBELL) about movies. Movies
may desensitize us to violence, and I
think that, quite frankly, the amend-
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee
(Mr. WAMP) and the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) needs to be im-
proved in that area.

But video games do not desensitize us
to it, they glorify it. They reward it.
They teach our young people, shoot
them again and I will give you 150 more
points. And if you shoot their head off,
I will give you more points.

This is something that our parents
and our families simply need a label
on. We are not telling them, have the
government take the industry over. We
are telling Members in this amend-
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ment, try to work together to come up
with a voluntary labeling warning for
our families.

Some of our parents do not know too
much about these games yet. These are
new. This industry now on the Internet
is a $300 billion industry and growing,
and we want to promote the Internet.
The Internet has valuable education,
resource, and teaching tools, but it
also has some dangers.

What we are saying, Mr. Chairman is,
maybe Members did not vote for the
Hyde amendment yesterday. which
went too far.

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the
gentleman frorn Indiana (Mr. ROEMER)
has expired.

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Chairman, I ask
unanimous consent to give both sides 1
additional minute.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Indiana?

There was no objection.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. STUP:.K).

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Chairman, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Indiana.

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Chairman, if Mem-
bers voted against, as I did, the Hyde
amendment yesterday, which goes to
the heart of our First Amendment and
our freedoms, and if Members intend to
vote for the amendment of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY) which .says let us study this and
hopefully do something about it in 5 or
6 or 7 years, and. Members may have
some qualms about this particular
amendment and the way it is drafted,
however, it starts to address a growing
problem in America about the glorifi-
cation and the teaching and the in-

-struction of violence to our youngest

people.

- We just say, if we can label pretzels
and salt content, let us just warn with
the label, in a voluntary way, with our
industry working together, about the
violent content of our video games
today.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I am
pleased to yield 1% minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FOLEY).

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Chairman, let me
just speak for a moment in objection to
the Wamp amendment. The gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. WAMP) is a won-
derful father. I see his son Wesley here
all the time, and I know he is con-
cerned for his children, and reasonably
s0.

But there are labels. This is a label
that is on records. There are labels on
video games. This one is gauged Teen,
and it is larger than the Microsoft
logo. They have descriptions entirely
appropriate to tell what is in this
game: Comic mission, animated vio-
lence, real violence, informational, use
of drugs, use of tobacco, alcohol, gam-
ing, strong language, animated blood,
realistic blood, suggestive themes, ma-
ture sexual themes.

They do that. They voluntarily do it
by category. That is video games.

i
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Videos. R-rated. Another video, PG-
13. There are ratings. The very Mem-
pbers that I got elected with in 1994 that
wanted to shrink the size of the Fed-
eral Government now want to give
added responsibility to the FTC and
give them more work to do.

I respectfully request that parents
get more involved. These video games
just do not show up in their homes in
the bedrooms while their children play
them, they buy them. They get them
at the malls. The parents need to join
them in their pursuit and purchase of
these games.

We could certainly make a lot of
commentary today about violence, and
I agree, there are some terrible prod-
ucts out there and there are some ter-
rible shows out there. But I suggest
that the Americans can vote with their
wallets. America can vote with its
pocketbook and say no more shows like
Jerry Springer. Let us reduce the rat-
ings of those shows so advertisers no
longer advertise and it is taken off the
air.

But we should allow this system to
work as it is in place. It is working.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I am
pleased to yield 1}4 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. ESHOO).

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Chairman, I thank
the gentleman for yielding time to me.

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in opposi-
tion to this amendment. I think it is
deeply, deeply flawed. I am not going
to reiterate what has been pointed out
by my colleagues that have gone to the
heart of the flaws of the amendment.:

What I would like to do with my re-
maining time is to do just a very brief
congressional classroom sort of history
here. How did we arrive here and begin
debating what we are debating? There
was a bill that was being sent over
from the Senate. It was said by the
Speaker that he wanted to bring about
something that was reasonable on gun
control. I think that this is a bob and
weave effort, because the bills have
been separated out.

What happened in Littleton and on
other high school campuses is really
engraved in an inextricable way in the
Americans’ conscience: That is, Amer-
ica's children running outside of their
schools with their hands over their
heads because there were students in-
side of those institutions, inside of
those classrooms, that were holding
guns to the heads of other students.

So the target in my view, today and
in our arguments, in our debates, is
what we are going to do about guns.
The American people and parents
across this country did not ask the
Members of Congress to come here and
trample on First Amendment rights.
They want us to do what the Congress
can and should do, and that is stay
with the target and control and do
something about guns going into our
children’s hands.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. BURTON), Chair of the Com-
mittee on Government Reform.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Chair-
man, I thank my colleague for yielding
time to me.

Mr. Chairman, let me first start off
by saying we are all concerned about
the violence that has taken place in
places like Littleton. We are all trying
to find out the causes and effects of
those acts of violence.

Many of us believe that one of the
major causes is the garbage that our
children consume. That is why the V-
chip was passed a few short years ago.

After the V-chip, and I want to say
that I am sure my colleagues, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. WAMP) and
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
STUPAK) are well-intentioned, and I
know we all agree that we have to do
something about the violent content
we see in the things our kids are con-
suming.

The fact of the matter is we passed a
V-chip a couple of years ago, 3 years
ago, and just yesterday we had a news
conference where RCA, the Thompson
Company, has just produced 200,000 sets
with the V-chip in them. There are
going to be millions of those sets pro-
duced in the next year. People are buy-
ing those sets with the intention of
blocking out objectionable material
they do not want their children to see.

This legislation would hamper those
people being able to do that because
the parent groups, working with the in-
dustry, have worked out a rating sys-
tem that has been agreed to. They are
going to be able to block out that ob-
jectionable material. All of that may
go out the window if we come up with
a new system with labeling involved
and everything else, and a lot of these
industry people may back out.

What does that mean? The people
that bought those TV sets will not be
able to block out that objectionable
material because there is going to be a
new rating system that is not agreed
to. That is what. we are concerned
about.

I think everybody in this body, ev-
erybody in the other body, wants to
make sure that we stop the horrible
things that are happening in this coun-
try, the violence and the things our
kids are consuming that is really caus-
ing a lot of that. But the way to do it
is to do it in a different way than we
are talking about today. We should not
be doing anything that is going to im-
pede the progress of the V-chip and
blocking out of objectionable material,
which this would do. If we are going to
do it, let us do it a different way.
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I tried working with the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. WAMP) last night,
and the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. MARKEY) to try to come up with a
compromise. We were not able to work
it out in that short period of time but
we will continue to work with them to
try to block objectionable material in
the future, but let us not mess with the
V-chip or the current system we have.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield
1% minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. DOOLEY).
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Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr.
Chairman, T rise in opposition to this
amendment. I think all of us are trying
to strike a balance. We are trying to
strike a balance between protecting
our children and at the same time pro-
tecting our first amendment and pro-
tecting the Constitution.

I oppose this amendment because I do
not think we have achieved that bal-
ance that is going to allow us to
achieve both objectives.

I come to this conclusion because
what we are trying to do is something
that I think is almost impossible, by
asking people who are manufacturing
records and motion pictures or video
games to come together and try to
identify one standard that can deter-
mine what is something that is very
nebulous in terms of what is too vio-
lent for our children, what age should
children be able to view this material
without suffering any undue harm; and
it even goes beyond that in infringing
upon our constitutional rights because
it will inevitably result in the Federal
Government setting that standard,
which I fear can be characterized as
nothing other than censorship.

We need to indeed try to protect our
children from violent depictions, but I
also think that we have to come to
grips, a8 I think I have with my own
family, that that is a responsibility of
myself and my wife. I have two daugh-
ters who are now in high school, a sen-
ior and a sophomore. I admit that they
probably have seen violent depictions,
but it did not encourage them to go out
and murder people or commit acts of
violence because they had been embed-
ded with the values which are impor-
tant to my family and to our commu-
nity and knew how to respond to that.

I do not think that we need to have
our Congress putting in place crutches
that are not as important as our fami-
lies becoming stronger and spending
the time with their children to ensure
that they embrace the valves of all of
us.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I yield
14 minutes to the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. GORDON).

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Chairman, there
was a time when it seemed that the TV
and the radio were guests in our
homes. Now sometimes I think they
are intruders, bringing in messages
that sometimes undermine the values
that we want to impart to our kids. So
I fully understand the frustration of
my good friends from Tennessee and
Michigan that really was the origin, I
think, of this well-intentioned amend-
ment. '

However, I am afraid that it is going
to be counterproductive to our effort to
really give parents the tools to get con-
trol of these electronics in their home.
There was lots of work, compromise,
many hours put in to bringing the V-
chip legislation to a reality. Now, in
just two weeks V-chip televisions are
going to be available on the market for
parents so they can get control in their
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own homes. For that reason, I encour-
age my colleagues to give this legisla-
tion, the V-chip legislation and these
TVs, a chance to work and to allow
parents to have those tools in their
homes.

For that reason, I reluctantly oppose
this amendment but understand my
good friends' frustrations and hope
that we can bring their frustrations
and this other work together to give
parents more tools. This is just the
wrong way to do it.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I reserve
the right to close.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) has the
right to close as a member of the com-
mittee defending the committee posi-
tion.

The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
WAMP) has 3% minutes remaining. The
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. CON-
YERS) has 3 minutes remaining.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. STUPAK).

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Chairman, I thank
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
WAMP) for yielding me this time.

I would like to bring up two points.
We offered an amendment to take care
of the V-chip technology, the bogus ar-
gument that is being made. Our amend-
ment said it would be absolutely clear
that there can be no interoperability
requirement with the V-chip require-
ment. In other words, we want to work
with the V-chip and by standardizing
the label it will be easier. We offered
the amendment. They objected because
it is the only ground they could object
on the value of our amendment and
what we are doing here today.

This is not a rating argument. So
then the other argument they brought
up is, well, it is a first amendment
right. The courts have constantly
ruled, and we checked with CRS, al-

‘though not binding they certainly give

us legal guidance and they said there is
a compelling State interest to protect
the welfare of children. ‘

Government has that right to protect
children when there is a compelling
state interest. Much like tobacco,
much like alcohol, it extends to com-
mercial media products. That is why
this is not unconstitutional. That is
why it is not in violation of the first
amendment. It will not violate the V-
chip. Those are bogus arguments. We
had the amendments to correct those
concerns. They refused to allow us to
offer it.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Chairman, there are some labels.
Most of them are stickers. They come
right off on the label. They are not on
the product itself. When one takes the
package off, they are gone. Some do;
some do not. We just ask for a uniform
labeling system.

I find it extraordinary that most of
the people that are opposing this today
are from the State of California or they
have some vested interest in legisla-
tion that might compete with this.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

I do not think so. We have made that
clear. But I am not going to defend the
entertainment industry because I do
think, as Ted Turner said 2 weeks ago,
there is a responsibility in the mass
media to decrease the amount of vio-
lence and this is a common-sense ap-
proach to that problem.

One of my predecessors in this House,
Estes Kefauver, in 1954, he held hear-
ings in the Senate on whether or not
comic books contributed to juvenile
delinquency. Today, the comic books of
the nineties are video games, folks, and
the juvenile delinquents of the 1990s
can oftentimes be found behind the
barrel of a gun.

These products should be labeled,
uniform labeling. It makes common
sense. They are going to say free
speech.

These are products. This is not art
and expression. These video games are
a product of market research. Open up
one of those PC magazines and see how
someone can download the blood splat-
tering. It is gross. It is awful.

Our kids are being filled in the head
with poison. We label the food that is
bad for them but we are not going to
label the poison that goes in their head
with a common-sense labeling? This
does not violate first amendment

‘rights. Good gracious. It just says, be

responsible as an industry. Children
are killing children. ;

I have had enough of it. I am going to
side with parents today. I am going to
side with children today; not some big
special interest with a bunch of money
that has been working all week to kill
good common-sense legislation.

The family groups have come out
today in support of this amendment.
Responsible people would support this
common-sense approach. I ask my col-
leagues not to vote with the big fat
cats and the special interests. Vote
with parents that need to make in-
formed decisions, need to just be able
to look. It is the same thing we do with
food. It is the same thing we do with
cigarettes. Some of the people that
have opposed us today wanted the la-
beling on cigarettes, but what about

brutal violence that clearly contrib-.

utes to the rise in youth violence and
killing in America today? It is un-
equivocal. Nearly a thousand studies
document it.

Is the House going to respond or is
the House going to sweep this under
the rug? I urge support for the Wamp-
Stupak amendment.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I yleld
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr.- Chairman, I only wish that my
friend the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. STUPAK) had brought this to the
House Committee on the Judiciary
where we could have had the kind of
discussion that probably would have
been more helpful. I hope that we do.
This deserves a hearing. The subject is
not going away, regardless of the out-
come and disposition of the mmeasure
today.

I must say, I am looking at a series
of Supreme Court decisions that make
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two things clear. One, mandatory la-

‘beling will be viewed by the Court to

constitute a system of unconstitu-
tional prior restraints, the very type
most disfavored under the first amend-
ment, and I have three cases to cite.

Secondly, the prior restraints, like
mandatory labeling, are viewed as cen-
sorship and, as such, and a couple more
Supreme Court cases, it will not work.

I wish I could say something dif-
ferent. So I want to make sure that we
appreciate the constitutional question
and the impracticability of an amend-
ment that would cost billions of dollars
for the Federal Government to admin-
ister and would probably be pretty dif-
ficult to enforce.

This proposal will create a fairly
large size bureaucracy and enforce a la-
beling system for all audio and visual
media products. It would create an
agency that would be tasked with re-
viewing over 600 motion pictures every
year, at least 500 videos and digital
video disks that come into the market-
place, and thousands of sound record-
ings released each year.

Believe me, this is not a subject mat-
ter that can be legislated from the
floor of the House of Representatives.in
a committee setting. We need to refer
this to the Committee on the Judiciary
and any other appropriate committee,
and then bring it forward. I would be
delighted and I continue my commit-
ment to work on a workable and effec-
tive resolution of the labeling problem
in the entertainment industry.

Unfortunately, this solution I cannot
support.

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Chairman, | rise
to oppose this amendment.

Let me first say that | applaud the intentions
of my colleagues in offering this amendment.
| share their concem about excess violent pro-
gramming and the effect it has on our chil-
dren. | also agree with them that parents
should have more information and not be con-
fused about the meaning of various rating sys-
tems between TV, movies, video games and
music.

However, as a strong proponent of the V-
Ch'iﬁ"l | am opposed to this amendment.

is amendment could easily destroy the
rating sytem that the entertainment industry
negotiated with parents groups to work with
the V-chip. The Vchip allows parents to con-
trol the programming viewed by their children.
It works with the TV Parental guidelines devel-
oped by the television industry and child advo-
cacy groups.

If the TV ratings system is changed, parents
will find that they can no longer block violent
programming on their TV sets.

Because of the very problems that the au-
thors of this legislation are concemed about,
Congress passed the V-chip law in 1996. This
law requires TV manufactures to meet a dead-
line of incorporating the V-chip into 50 percent
of TV's sold in America in the next two weeks.
They are on track to not only do this but to
also comply with the 100 percent V-chip dead-
line of January 1, 2000.

If the government steps in to mandate a
new rating system after these various indus-
tries have begun labeling their products on a
voluntary basis, all the progress that has been
made to date would be erased.
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The historic V-chip rating system agreement
was reached between the National PTA, the
American Academy of Pediatricians, the Cen-
ter for Media Education, the American Psycho-
logical Association, the National Association of
Elementary School Principals and the Motion
Picture Association, the National Cable Tele-
vision Association and the National Associa-
tion of Broadcasters.

When we passed the V-chip, we agreed to
forbear further legisiation in this area until it
was given time to work. This amendment
would undo all of this progress. | urge my col-
leagues to oppose it.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. WAMP).

The question was taken; and the
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The CHAIRMAN. This is a 17-minute
vote and will be followed by one 5
minute vote on amendment No. 34 of-
fered by the gentleman from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY).

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 161, noes 266,
not voting 7, as follows:

[Roll No. 224)
AYES—I161

Aderholt Gutknecht Radanovich
Bachus Hall (OH) Ramstad
Barcia Hall (TX) Regula
Bartlett Hansen Riley
Bass Hayes Rodriguez
Bateman Hayworth Roemer
Bereuter Hefley Rogers
Berry Hill (IN) Rothman
Bilbray Hill (MT) Roukema
Bilirakis Hilleary Ryun (KS)
Blagojevich Holden Salmon
Blunt Holt Saxton
Boehlert Horn Sessions
Brady (TX) Hunter Shadegg
Bryant Hyde Shays
Burr Jenkins Shimkus
Callahan Jones (NC) Shows
Cannon Kaptur Shuster
Cardin Kelly Sisisky
Castle King (NY) Skeen
Chambliss Kleczka Skelton
Chenoweth LaHood Smith (MI)
Coburn Largent Smith (TX)
Collins LaTouretts Souder
Combest Leach Spence
Cook Lewtis (KY) Stabenow
Costello Lipinski Stearns
Crane LoBiondo Stenholm
Cubin Lucas (KY) Stupak
Danner Lucas (OK) Talent
Deal Luther Tancredo
DeFazio Maloney (CT) Taylor (MS)
DeLay Mascara Taylor (NC)
DeMint McCarthy (NY) Thompson (CA)
Dickey McHugh Thornberry
Doyle Mclntosh Tiahrt
Duncan Mclntyre Traficant
Ehlers Mica Turner
Emerson Miller, Gary Visclosky
Etheridge Minge Vitter
Everett Myrick Walsh
Ewlng Norwood Wamp
Fletcher Nussle Watkins
Forbes - Obey Watts (0K)
Franks (NJ) ‘Ortiz Weldon (FL)
Frelinghuysen Pascrell Weldon (PA)
Gekas Peterson (MN) Wicker
Gllchrest Peterson (PA) Wilson
Goode Pickering Wise
Goodling Pitts Wolf
Graham Pomeroy Woolsey
Granger Porter Young (AK)
Green (WI) Price (NC) Young (FL)
Greenwood Pryce (OH)

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Allen
Andrews
Archer
Armey
Baird
Baker
Baldaccl
Baldwin
Ballenger
Barr

Barrett (NE)
Barrett (WD)
Barton
Becerra
Bentsen
Berkley
Berman
Biggert
Bishop
Bliley
Blumenauer
Boehner
Bonilla
Bonior
Bono
Borski
Boswell
Boucher
Boyd
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Burton
Buyer
Calvert
Camp
Campbell
Canady
Capps
Capuano
Chabot
Clay
Clayton
Clement
Clyburn
Coble
Condit
Conyers
Cooksey
Cox

Coyne
Cramer
Crowley
Cummings
Cunningham
Davis (FL)
Davis (IL)
Davis (VA)
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Deutsch
Diaz-Balart
Dicks
Dingell
Dixon
Doggett
Dooley
Doolittle
Dreter
Dunn
Edwards
Ehrlich
Engel
English
Eshoo
Evans

Farr
Fattah
Fllner
Foley

Ford
Fossella
Fowler
Frank (MA)
Frost
Gallegly
Ganske

Brown (CA)
Carson
Houghton

NOES—266

Gejdenson
Gephardt
Gibbons
Gillmor
Gilman
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Gordon
Goss
Green (TX)
Gutierrez
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Herger
Hilliard
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hobson
Hoeffel
Hoekstra
Hooley
Hostettler
Hoyer
Hulsho!
Hutchinson
Inslee
Isakson
Istook
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jefferson
John
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones (OH)
Kanjorski
Kasich
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind (WI)
Kingston
Klink
Knollenberg
Kolbe
Kucinich
Kuykendall
LaFalce
Lampson
Lantos
Larson
Latham
Lazio
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
Lofgren
Lowey
Maloney (NY)
Manzullo
Markey
Martinez
Matsut
McCarthy (MO)
McCollum
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
Mclnnis
McKeon
McKinney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Menendez
Metcalf
Millender-
McDonald
Miller (FL)
Miller, George
Mink
Moakley
Moore
Moran (K8)
Moran (VA)

NOT VOTING—7

Mollohan
Rahall
Smith (NJ)
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Morella
Murtha
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nethercutt
Ney
Northup
Oberstar
Olver

Ose

Owens
Oxley
Packard
Pallone
Pastor
Paul
Payne
Pease
Pelost
Petri
Phelps
Plckett
Pombo
Portman
Quinn
Rangel
Reyes
Reymnolds
Rivers
Rogan
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Rush

Ryan (WD)
Sabo

Sanchez
Sanders
Sandlin
Sanford
Sawyer
Scarborough
Schaffer
Schakowsky
Scott
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Shaw
Sherman
Sherwood
Simpson
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Spratt
Stark
Strickland
Stump
Sununu
Sweeney
Tanner
Tauscher
Taurin
Terry
Thompeon (MS)
Thune
Thurman
Tierney
Toomey
Towns
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Velazquez
Vento
Walden
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
Welner
Weller
Wexler
Weygand
Whitfleld

u
Wynn

Thomas
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Messrs. JENKINS, ETHERIDGE, COOK,
WISE, COSTELLO, BOEHLERT, FORBES,
and HAYWORTH changed their vote from
‘‘no" to ‘‘aye.”

Mr. Herger and Mr. Gutierrez
changed their vote from “‘aye’ to ““no.”’

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to House
Resolution 209, the Chair announces
that he will reduce to a minimum of 5
minutes the period of time within
which a vote by electronic device will
be taken on subsequent amendments
on which the Chair has postponed fur-
ther proceedings.

AMENDMENT NO. 34 OFFERED BY MR. MARKEY

The CHAIRMAN. The pending busi-
ness is the demand for a recorded vote
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY) on which further proceedings were
postponed and on which the ayes pre-
vailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

redesignate the

RECORDED VOTE

The CHAIRMAN. A recorded vote has
been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The CHAIRMAN, This is a 5-minute
vote. :

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 417, noes 9,
not voting 8, as follows:

[Roll No. 225)
AYES—417

Abercrombie Brown (FL) Davis (VA)
Ackerman Brown (OH) Deal
Aderholt Bryant DeFazio
Allen Burr DeGette
Andrews Burton Delahunt
Archer Buyer Delauro
Armey Callahan Delay
Bachus Calvert DeMint
Baird . Camp Deutsch
Baker Campbell Diaz-Balart
Baldacel Capady Dickey
Baldwin Cannon Dicks
Ballenger Capps Dingell
Barcia Capuano Dixon
Barrett (NE) Cardin Doggett
Barrett (WI) Castle Dooley
Bartlett Chabot Doolittle
Barton Chambliss Doyle
Bass Chenoweth Dreier
Bateman Clay .Duncan
Becerra, Clayton Dunn
Bentsen Clement Edwards
Bereuter Clyburn Ehlers
Berman Coble Ehrlich
Berry Coburn Emerson
Biggert Collins Engel
Bilbray Combest English
Bilirakis Condit Eshoo
Bishop Conyers Etheridge
Blagojevich Cook Evans
Bliley Cooksey Everett
Blumenauer Costello Ewing
Blunt Cox Farr
Boehlert Coyne Fattah
Boehner Cramer Filner
Bonior Crane Fletcher
Bono Crowley Foley
Borski Cubin Forbes
Boswell Cummings Ford
Boucher Cunoingham Fossella
Boyd Danner Fowler
Brady (PA) Davis (FL) Frank (MA)
Brady (TX) Davis (IL) Franks (NJ)

e s e+
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For release: May 25, 2000
- Contacts: Dan Gerstein (Lieberman), 202-224-0414
Pia Pialorsi (McCain), 202-224-1251
Erik Hotmire (Brownback), 202-224-0327

Senators Call on FCC to Look at Declining
Programming Standards of Broadcast Television
McCain, Lieberman, Byrd, Brownback question whether
licensees are serving public interest with glut of sex and vulgarity

WASHINGTON - Pointing to the steadily declining standards of television and the consequences for
American society, four prominent Senators today urged the FCC to reconsider whether local broadcast
stations are meeting their legal obligations to serve the public interest.

The four lawmakers - Commerce Committee Chairman John MeCain (R-AZ), Governmental
Affairs Committee Ranking Member Joe Lieberman (D-CT), Appropriations Committee Ranking
Member Robert Byrd (D-WV), and Commerce Member Sam Brownback (R-KS) - sent a detailed letter
to the FCC documenting the dramatic increase in graphic sexual depictions and vulgar dialogue in
network and syndicated programming over the last several years.

The letter goes on to cite a range of evidence indicating that this rising tide of sex and vulgarity
represents a real threat to children, contributing to the disturbing number of pre-teens engaging in sexual
activity and the ongoing epidemics of teen preguancy and sexually-transmitted diseases.

The Senators said they are particularly troubled by the denials and excuses they have routinely
heard from many broadcasters when confronted with the rising concerns of parents about this problem.
The industry’s indifference raises real questions ahout the commitment of broadeasters to serving the
public interest, the Senators said.

"The license they receive is a legally-binding contract, an especially important one given
television’s immense influence on our children and our culture, And much to our dismay, the evidence
presented in this letter strongly suggests that many licenszees, along with their network parents, are
breaching this public trust, and harming rather than serving the public interest," they wrote.

“Consequently, we feel that the time has come for the Commission to engage in a broad
reexamination of the public interest standard and the license renewal process, to deteymine if in fact the
broadcasters are serving ‘the public interest, convenience and necessity,’ and whether the standard of
service we expect of broadcasters needs to be clarified.”

The FCC is currently conducting a formal inquiry into the public interest obligations for digital
television licenses. McCain, Lieberman, Byrd, and Brownback asked the agency to use this process to
look at the implications of declining programming standards and specifically to consider the merits of
resurrecting a voluntary code of conduct to better protect the public interest.

"Ultimately it is the responsibility of the Congress. . . to implement any significant
change in the public interest obligations of broadcasters in this area by statute," they wrote. "But
we hope the Commission’s inquiry will help begin that process, by gathering information and
providing recommendations, and ideally engage the television industry in an honest dialogne
about its legal and socictal responsibilities.”

The full text of the lenter is avatlable online at htip://lieberman.senate gorv
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4 Senators Assail TV Broadcasters in FCC Lettor
Television: McCain, colleagues cite depictions of violence and sex. They ask
@ency to consider whether public-interest standards need to be clarified.

By JANE HALL, Special to The Times

WASHINGTON--Decrying the "rapidly declining standards of broadcast
television" through a "rising tide of glorified violence and increasingly
explicit sexual content," four U.S. senators are asking the Federal
Communications Commission ta consider whether broadcasters are
serving the public interest with the TV shows they put on the air.

The group—=which includes Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), chairman of
the Senate committee that regulates television; and Sen. Joseph |.
Lieberman (D-Conn.), a frequent critic of television content--has written a
letter to FCC Chairman William E. Kennard calling on the FCC to
reexamine the public-interest standard and the license-renewal process

for broadcasters. The intent of the letter, the senators said, is to

encourage the FCC to revisit the ways in which the agency determines
whether broadcasters are meeting their mandate to serve the pubilic
interest and whether those standards need to be clarified.

The letter, which will be released today, Is also signed by Sens. Robert
C. Byrd (D-W.Va.) and Sam Brownback (R-Kan.).

he FCC is considering what changes, if any, should be made in the
public-interest obligations required of broadcasters as they convert to
digital television. Under the Telecommunications Act of 1996, Congress
gave broadcasters the rights to additional digital-channel spectrum space,
an asset estimated to be worth as much as $70 billion, for free.

FCC officials said Wednesday that Kennard had received and was
reviewing the letter and that the ageney may hold a public hearing on all
of the issues--including the senators' proposals--sometime this summer.

Far TV broadcasters, this represents yet another Washington initiative
to regulate their content, The industry's voluntary parental guidelines
code, which is now used on all TV programming, has been in place for
several years,

The 1996 Telecommunications Act also mandated availability of the
V-chip, a device allowing parents to block out objectionable programming.
Still, widespread use of the technolagy has thus far failed to materialize,
with a recent survey indicating 40% of parents have never heard of it—a
finding some TV executives took as evidence of the modest public
appetite for the issue.

Nevertheless, Lieberman, who is spearheading this effort--argues that
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WAM! — SPONSORED CHILDREN'S
CHARTER ON ELECTRONIC MEDIA
EXAMPLES OF SIGNATORIES

Capital Hill Tour:

= Attorney General Janet Reno

= Secretary of Education Richard Riley
=  FCC Chairman William Kennard

=  FCC Commissioner Susan Ness

» Senator Conrad Burns (R-MT)

= Senator Joe Lieberman (D-CT)

®  Senator John McCain (R-AZ)

Cable Industry Leaders:

* JohnJ. Sie, Chairman & CEO of Starz Encore Media Group

= LeoJ. Hindery, Jr., President of Tele-Communications, Inc.

®= Herb Scannell, President of Nickelodeon

* Jim Robbins, President & CEO of Cox Communication

= Betty Cohen, President of Cartoon Network

» Barry Rosenblum, President of Time Wamer Cable of New York City
* Megan R. Hookey, Managing Director of Cable in tﬁe Classroom

‘X * Judith McHale, President & COO Discovery Communications

Encore Media Group LLC 5445 DTC Parkway Suite 600 Englewood, Colorado 80111 P (303) 771-7700 F (303) 267-7370
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Dear PTA Member:

Colorado PTA members have been active
advocates for children this year! It was a
pleasure to meer several of you and learn
about your actions to help children at our
Legislative Conference in February. PTA
members participated that same evening in
an event co-sponsored by WAM!America's
Kidz Network and Colorado PTA to focus
on working together to bring positive
change for the safety of our schools and our
children.

As part of that event, I was honored to
sign, on behalf of Colorado PTA, The
Children’s Charter on Electronic Media, a
document created by youngsters from
around the world. It's essentially a kids'
Bill of Rights calling for qualiry,
noncommercial, less violent TV. Two of
the co-authors, WAMbassadors Erin May
and Megan Kiernan, both from Colorado,
presented the charter. 1 encourage you to
distribute and sign copies at your meetings.
You will find a printable version on the
Colorado PTA's web site, hutp://
WWW.COpIa.org of you may contact the
Colorado PTA office for a copy. Join us at
Convention, April 27 - 29, meet the
WAMBbassadors, and view their National
PTA Public Service Announcement

AW |

WAMbassadors Erin May & Meg Kiernan, and WAM'! VP
Midge Pierce look on as Colorado PTA Presidens Jody
Townsend signs the Children's Charter for Flectronic Media.
(Photo courtesy Starz’Encore Media Group LLC)

Colorado PTA

inviting adults to take an active part in
children's lives.

Visit our expanded web site, hup://
www.copta.org and view Colorado PTA's
Position Statement on Governor Qwens'’
Educational Reform Bill, SB186. Print out
a copy of Where We Stand, Colorado PTA
members’ Position Statements and
Resolutions that guide our activities at the
State Legislature at htrp://www.copta.org/
leginfo.html. There is also a link to
National PTA's legislative activities as well
as those at the Colorado Legislature. Qur
goal is to provide resources to keep you
informed of those events that affect
children. Join us at Convention to learn
more about National and Colorado issues
and advocating through technology. 1f
you do not have access to the Internet or
arc unable to view documents mentioned,
please contact the PTA Office to receive
your copy.

Colorado PTA has partnered with
Evesta.com to provide free Interner access
through FreeNSafe.com o all of our PTA
members. -Visit our Sponsors page, hup://
www.copta.org/sponsors to download the
software, join us at Convention for a free
CD, or contact the PTA office for more
information. Through National PTA's
partnership with Family Education
Network, all units in good standing may
receive a free web site and every PTA
member may receive a free email account.
I encourage you to take advantage of these
opportunities. You will find a link on our

web site on our Sponsors page that will
direct you to the correct location. Family
Education Network will attend
Convention and demonstrate how to
create a web site and how to use their
email. Our goal is to bring tools to assist
you in your efforts to work for children.
You've told us that you need to have access

www.copta.org
7859 West 38th Avenue * Wheat Ridge Colorado 80033 « 303-4“20-7820 » 1-888-225-8234

Remember-

Membershlp reports
can be turned in at
any time. Make sure
-your PTA unit is in

good standing with
Colorado PTA &
National PTA by

sending your report
and dues TODAY!

to technology and want to be able to use it
more effectively and we've listened.

It’s clear that by working together we
can begin to exercise positive change. The
power of association is the result of many
voices — the public legislative side that has a
duty to pass strong laws favoring the safety
of our schools and youngsters, corporate
generosity that services the public good and
the tireless work of PTA volunteers that are
the backbone of a healthy, cooperative
society. | encourage you with this call to
action: interact with your children, your
neighbors, your community and your
schools so that together we can all make a
difference.

I want to thank each and every one of
you for your efforts on behalf of all
children. As PTA members, we create a
world for all children when we stand tall
and speak out for every child; support
parents as they raise and protect cheir
children; and as we partner with the
community to shape tomorrow's leaders.

See you at Convention!

Jody Towrnsend

President
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Leglslatlve Conference draws record attendance

In February, Colorado PTA members
convened ac the Sare Capitol in record
setting numbers. 111 Legislative
Conference attendees met with elected
officials ro discuss such important issues as
school finance, safety and violence
prevention, parent involvement, and class
size reduction

General Assembly members meeting
with PTA included:

Representatives Keller, Micchell, Paschall,
Tochtrop, Windels, Berry, Scott, Smidh,
Witwer, McKay, Fairbank, Phitfner,
Gordon, Gotlieb, Grossman, Mace, Dean,
Decker, Hefley, May, Sinclair, Allen,
Clapp, Hagedorn, Nunez, Kaufinan, Lee,
and Swenson; and Senators Arnold,
Congrove, Perlmutcer, Sullivane, Teck,
Anderson. Feeley, Hernandez, Linkhart,
Pascoe, Wham, Hillman, Lamborn,
Tebedo, Blickensderfer, L
Matsunaka.

Colorado PTA. through an Advocacy
Grant from National PTA, awarded grants
to four Colorado PTA members atrending
the conference from outside the Metro
area.

At lunch, National PTA President
Ginny Markell shared her advocacy

acy, Weddig, and

_ perszstant e_ﬂbrts on:

b bebalf of tbe children’

experiences from a national perspective.
Markell encouraged Colorado PTA
members to continue their persistant
efforts on behalf of the children and youth
even when success sometimes seens

unreachable.
Heather Cabor, KUSA Educarion
Reporter, informed members about the

KUSA/Denver Post special on CSAP

testing (Colorado Student Assessment

Program).

Afternoon workshops included
presentations from Colorado PTA
directors Jody Townsend (Pres.), Mary
Babcock (1st VP), Mark Townsend
(Leadership), and Evie Hudak (Region 2);
also Bruce Atchison (Colorado Children’s
Campaign), John Britz & Beverly Ausfahl
{Colorado Education Association), Randy
DeHoff (Colorado State Board of
Education), and Phyllis Horney (League
of Women Vorters).

The 2000 Legislative Conference
concluded with a special Colorado PTA/
WAM! joint program Hand in Hand for
Kids' Sake: Take Charge & Make Change
at the Denver Public Library.

This special panel presentation was
waped for later release on WAM!America’s
Kidz Network a Starz!Encore Media
Group channel.

Panelists included National PTA
President Ginny Markell, Colorado PTA
President Jody Townsend, Director of the
Colorado Assers for Youth Initiatve
Maria Guajardo Lucero, Colorado
Teacher of the Year Craig Cogswell,
Colorado Student Council President

Hand in Hand for Kids" Sake: Tuke Charge
& Make Change participants (from | 1o r).
Midge Pierce (WAM!). Muria Guajurdo
Lucero, (Assets for Yourh), Rebecca Stevens
(mederator). Ginny Markell (National
PTA Pres.), Jody Townsend (Colorado PTA
Pres.). Craig Cogswell (Colo. Teacher of the
Year). Kasie Larion (Colo. Student Council
Pres.), Juy Murray (D Evelyn Junior/Senior
High School seudent), Joe Murino,
(Columbine High School studens), and
Brooke Lotr (Colorado Student Council).
{Photo Courtesy Starz!Encare
Media Group)

Katie Larson, D'Evelyn Junior/
Senior High School student Jay Murray,
Columbine High School Peer Counselor
Salli Melfi, and Columbine High School
student Joe Marino.

Guests heard opening remarks from
Starz!Encore Media CEO John ]. Sie,
Colorado’s Li. Governor Joe Rogers, and
tody Townsend and Ginny Markell.

Panel discussions covered violence on
television, parent involvement, how our
society values its children and youth, and
the increasing role teachers play in their
students lives.

The WAM!/Colorado PTA event
highlights the work that can be
accomplished when the corporate world
and the nou-profic world work in tandem
for change.

Colorado PTA salutes Starz!Encore
Media founder and CEO John J. Sie for
his leadership and willingness to devote
corporate power towards effecting change
for a safer society for our children and
youth.

Even though WAM! is headquartered
in Colorado, many cable and satellite
providers do not carry this valuable
programming geared towards youth ages
8-16. If you would like to receive this
kid-friendly, commercial free programming
at your hone, contact your local cable or
satcllite dish provider.

Have you seen this 10go? Perhaps you've seen our new banner and logo ...
1st VP Mary Babcock spoke at the SAFE Rally in
January. Colorado PTA had a booth at the PEAK Conference for Inclusive Education and Sue

where we've been since the first of the year:

Anderson, Secretary for Narional PTA and Immediate Past President for Colorado PTA,
presented a Building Successful Partnerships workshop. Colorado PTA had a booth ac the

AllAboutKids Expo benefiving Children’s Hospital. Secretary Teresa Williams represented

here's

Colorado PTA

rgos 0! P Tuectins ool Studens

Colorado PTA at a children's expo at the Continencal Theater. Legislative Committee member Vicki Newell represented Colordao
PTA at the recent Senate Bill 186 public information meeting. Jody Townsend and 2nd Vice President Dolly Handel attended the
National PTA Legislative Conference in Washingron DC. Next time you sce the Colorado PTA Bannier, stop by and say hello!
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Welcome Aboard!

\ Cable in the Classroom wel-
( comes the following mem-
. bers: Cedar Communications
of Lakewood, Wash.; Get
Real Cable LLLC of Black-
well, Okla.; HBCI of Winona,
Minn.; and Triax Communi-
cations of Denver, Colo.

Conference Call

Stop by the Cable in the
Classroom booth if you're at-
tending these conferences:

American Association of
School Administrators
New Ortleans, La.
February 19-22

National Association of
Secondary School Principais
New Orleans, La.

February 26-March 2

Cablevision's Media
Activity Kits

Cablevision Systems Corpo-
ration has launched its Young
Communicators on Assign-
ment initiative to help mid-
die- and high-school youths
understand mass media. A
series of free activity kits—
cach with a curriculum guide
and short video—teaches
kids abour ditferent aspects
of the media. Currently,
there are kics available
on editorial writing and
news reporting. Cablevision
is also sponsoring a related
contest for youths within
its service areas. /f vou five
ina Cablevision service area
and would like (0 receive an
activity ks, call 1-800-522-519].
For information on the Young
Communicators’ Competition,
visit Cablevision’s Web site
(htepy/fwww.cablevision.com).

When 12-year-old Megan Kier-

Children’s Charter Gains Cable’s Sup;pqrt

nan and 11-year-old Erin May
helped create the Children’s
Charter on Electronic Media,
they had no idea their work
would have such a lasting ef-
fect. During a seminar at last
year’s Second World Summit
on Television for Children in
London, the two girls worked
with other kids from around
the globe to write the charter:
a bill of rights for quality chil-
dren’s TV. The 15-point doc-
ument advocates that, among
other things, kids’ TV programming should involve
children in the production process; discourage
use of drugs, cigarettes, and alcohol; and not con-
tain violence as a means to solve conflict. WAMI
is sponsoring the girls on a year-long national tour
to urge the television industry to work together
to raise the caliber of children’s TV programming.

Cable in the Classroom joins many others in the
cable industry in supporting the charter. At press
time, companies that have signed the document
include America's IHealth Network, Bresnan

Gluldren s Charter anthors Megan Klernan (center, Ieft) and Erin May (center, right)
along with WAM! and Time Warner Cable executives.

Communications, Cable in the Classroom, Car-
toon Network, Century Communications, Cox
Communications, Discovery Communications,
Disney Channel, Harron Communications, He-
licon Corp., Knowledge TV, Nickelodeon, Ova-
tion, PrimeStar, Showtime Network, TCI, Time
Warner Cable, Turner Classic Movies, WAM|,
and The Weather Channel. “I want adults to do
all that they can to improve children’s television,”
says Kiernan. “I feel we really are getting some-
where and, slowly, we are making a difference.”

Global TV

Thanks to Falcon Cable TV, students in the
greater Los Angeles area recently compared TV
viewing habits with kids in other countries while
also strengthening their reading, writing, social-
studies, and math skills. Nearly 900 third-graders
from seven schools participated in the three-
month project that was sponsored by Falcon and
conducted with the Museum of Television &
Radio in Beverly Hills, Calif. First, teachers gave
museum educators input on ways the program
could fulfill classroom curriculum requirements.
Then, students in California and more than a
dozen other countries filled out surveys. The U.S.
students also interviewed family members about
their international connections. At the museum,
students viewed and discussed children’s TV pro-
grams from around the world, participated in an
art project, and listened as a storyteller shared folk-
tales from many cultures. Finally, the third-graders
and their families were invited to visit the mu-
seum for its International Children’s Television
Festival, during which the results of the global
classroom TV survey exchange were displayed.

Tough News Topics

It’s a hard decision: should uncomfortable is-
sues in the news be discussed in the classroom?
According to a national phone survey con-
ducted last September with 300 children (ages
8 to 14) and their parents, when asked co
name a recent news story, six in ten kids cited
the Clinton/Lewinsky story, and 90 percent of
those had heard about it on TV. In addition,
The National Research Group, Inc., which
conducted the survey for Nickelodeon, found
that more than a third of the kids surveyed said
that their teachers had talked about it in class.
“When you talk about these issues—Clinton
and Lewinsky, the O] trial, the Oklahoma
City bombing,” says journalist Linda Eller-
bee, who hosted a Nick News: Special Edition
program on the Clinton crisis, “you are ac-
knowledging children’s intelligence and letring
them know you respect their opinions. You
also get the opportunity to let them know
your thoughts, values, and morals. These are
all good things.”

—Diana Dawson contributed to this story.
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| Two teens strive to

| tuned in to kids.
4 More diversity. Fewer com-

g mercials. Less senseless violence.

| Megan Kiernan and Erin May, both 13,
B have strong views on what good TV
should be. As junior delegates to The
Second World Summit on Television
for Children, they joined more than 30
g other youths in London

| to discuss how the TV

! make television meore

“TV wili always

tant because kids don’t have much of
a voice about what’s on TV,” says
Erin, a seventh-grader at John
Burroughs School in St. Louis, Mo.
“If they can’t share their ideas, pro-
ducers will put on whatever they feel
children want to see—which may or
may not be what kids want.”

Now the girls are busy getting The
Children’s Charter signed
by everyone who could

industry c'oul_df improve  ha 3 greaf ;r;f(liuirﬁze ‘til: ;rtiiit;z—&
. amm e

{ g;c(;ilie. e or yorne Inﬂuence so far w);th major cable

Meg and Erin were —it should companies like Time

sent to the conference in K€ @ MOIe Warner, Disney and

I Murch 1998 by WAM!
| (What Adults Miss)
| America’s Kidz Network,
| 2 noncommercial kids” cable network.
“TV will always be a great influence,”
1 says Meg, an eighth-grader at Campus
1 Middle School in Englewood, Colo. “It
should be a more positive one.”

¢ During the summit, the group wrote
4 The Children’s Charter on Electronic
4 Media. It states 15 “shoulds,” like “all
§ children should be treated equally
M} on television,” “children’s programs
2 should be honest and real” and “every
f broadcast organization should have
§ children advising them.”

“The Children’s Charter is impor-

aann

o wnandk

Cmmannue 2 0O

. you can' change channels: 1o find oit more
~- Charter, contact WAM! at Encore»Media Group, Dept. R, 5445 DTC Parkway, Suite .
- 600; Englewood, CO 80111 or e-mall wam@encoremedla com.

positive one.” Nickleodeon, plus gov-
—{egan Kiernan

ernment officials like
Attorney General Janet
Reno. “My hope is after a company
signs, they’ll make decisions to not
air inappropriate commercials, and
hire kids of diversity to host pro-
grams,” Meg says.

The girls encourage all kids to
have a stake in what’s on the tube.
They advise teens to write local sta-
tions to tell them what they think.
Also, Erin says: “Don’t watch a
show just because it’s the only thing
on—turn it off. That way, the shows
don’t get the high ratings that keep
them on.” —Nancy Vitforini

| S
about The Chlldren S
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National Legislative News
Parents represented at the National Education Summit

National PTA President, Ginny Markell, joined President Clinton at the
National Education Summit September 30 — October 1. The Summit was convened to
discuss raising academic standards and this year marked the first time parents were
represented at the Summit by an organization like the PTA.

Academic Emergency Act Spells T-r-o-u-b-l-e

National PTA has come out in opposition of the Academic Emergency Act of
1999. The 5 year nationwide pilot voucher program was announced by Rep. Dick
Armey (R-TX) on September 30",

The Academic Emergency Act voucher would allow the governors of each state to

10€;:81:INCIT A
. ) X - . SR e o S
declare schools in their state “academic emergencies™ and request funding from the .Cl n,;on‘v%'?e%}%‘}g;‘*?éi
. T RS welR by .'.‘ﬁ»\\
U.S. Secretary of Education. the.g accesse online

This act:
¢ Is an expensive program;
¢ Does not provide “choice” for families with children who have disabilities or

special needs; o
¢ Does not provide funding for transportation or textbooks

For more information on vouchers, please go to http://www.pta.org/programs/
ISSvouchers.htm. '

Education Funding Levels

In the next few weeks, Congress will be deciding final funding levels for federal
education programs.

Initially, Congress was considering huge cuts to Department of Education
Programs but backed off due to outcry from their constituents.

National PTA is concerned with provisions in the Senate bill that will eliminate the
targeting of $1.2 billion from last year — these funds were aimed at hiring new teachers
to reduce class size. ' o

The House bill would increase funding in IDEA, 21* Century Community
Learning Centers, and Impact aid - all supported by National PTA. The increases,
though, are undermined by reduction, freezing, or eliminating funding for Title I, Goals
2000, class size reduction, teacher training in technology, Star Schools, and the reading
initiative.

ACTION NEEDED: National PTA supports increased federal investment in
education. Call your Washington, D.C. lawmakers and tell them —

Be Smart — Invest in Education

For information on other bills: http://www.pta.org/programs/washup/asp

For information on contacting your lawmakers: http://congress.nw.dc.us/npta2/

For funding information: http://www.pta.org/programs/ISSfunding.htm
WAM!

WAM! America’s Kids Network is the first commercial-free children’s PTA 3 T 5}@.
channel dedicated to providing kid-friendly, socially responsible programming 24 hours | [%.is Kot c”f‘og'é‘%ﬁ{*é‘&‘é‘ﬁ&’m’*“

a day for adolescents 8 to 16-years old. The network provides more subject specific ' S RN
supplemental education than any other kids programmer; after school and weekend
book-based dramas; sports and adventure that promote problem-solving and consensus
values; plus art, culture, music and movies that inspire and motivate.

WAM! also sponsors the national tour of WAM!Bassadors Megan Kiernan and
Erin May as they travel the country secking support for the Children’s Charter on
Electronic Media — a kid’s bill of rights for quality television.

WAM!, a division of Encore Media Group, is headquartered in Englewood,
Colorado. Megan is a 7" grader at Campus Middle School in Englewood, and Erin is a
6" grader at Kyffin Elementary in Jefferson County. :

Working in partnership with National PTA, WAM! has produced, and will
distribute to all 50 state PTA’s, a PSA featuring the WAM!Bassadors call for parents to
get involved in their schools and activities to state PTA’s and all interested television
programmers. (From WAM! press release dated 09/07/99.)

Unfortunately, unless you have satellite TV at your home, your cable provider
likely does not carry WAM! (HINT: contact your cable provider and find out when
they will start carrying WAM! for Colorado’s children.) :
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Live!
Kads’

Littleton

network a 'l st
for children

. By Diane Eicher

Denver Post Stalf Writer
he country's first 24-hbur, com-
mercial-free TV nelwoérk aimed
at kids ages 8 lo 16 originates
right in our own backyard, with

program hosts coming from a pool of Lal-

ented local high school students.

This same nelwork is starting a year-
long anti-violence campaign thal lealures
more local kids. It has young newscasters
roaming the country reporling on activi-
ties [n their communities, including two
Denver-area girls who snagged inter-
vlews last summer with President Clinton
and Atlorney General Janel Reno.

Bul chances are, unless you stbseribe
to a cerlain satellite TV service, you've
never seen WAM! America Kids Network,
which originates [rom the National Digi-
tal TV Cenler in Litteton.

Itisn't carried by AT&T Cable Services
(formerly TCI) or by any other cable sys-
Lems in the melro area, although it can be
seen in Colorado Springs and locally on
the U 5 Wesl Telco System.

WAM! is, however, seen by millions in
Manhattan, Southern California, Texas,
Ohlu and a host of other regions.”

“Cable operalors do want Lhese kinds of
channels,” said Marc McCarthy, a spokes-
man for WAM!

Little room available

Why more operators aren’t carrying it
i8 due largely to availabilily, he s4id, nol-
ing, “Most (systems) are channel-lbcked.”
A spokesman for AT&T Cable didn't re-
turn calls about why the Denver afea's
largest system docsn't air WAM! -

For now, the brass at WAM! -— adivi-
sion of Encore Media Group, based-in §.it-
tlelon — has to be contenl with its grow-
Ing audience elsewhere and with the
positive reaclion to the nelwork's slate of
educational yet entertaining programs.

“We're beginning lo get recognized, and
people are seeing thal what we're doing is
very important,” said Midge Pierce, vice
president of programming.

WAM! starled five ycars ago, the vision

WAM!Bassadors and
the Children’s Charter
on Electronic Media
co-authors, from

left, Evic May, 12,
and Megan

Kieman, 13,
of Colorado.

The Oenvor Post / Rebecca MeAtpin

Talent coach Jennifer Darrow, center, and director Rich Golish talk with actor Kiley Kroh, 16, on the set of WAMI TV.

of Encore chairman John Sie, who “want-
ed to give “something back Lo the com-
munily,” said Plerce. He proposed a com-
mercial-free network largeting a young
andience thal was largely being ignored
by other programmers.

“This isn't medicine . . . kids are al-
tuned to broceoli TV, and they don't want
it," added Pierce, referring to the nick-
name given to some kids' programining
that meetls the definilion of “educational”
but often unpalalable — and goes un-
watched by young viewers.

One of the keys to getling kids Lo watch
Iz using kids on the alr. Among them are
the WAM!Bassadors, including local
youths Meg Kiernan, a seventh-grader at
Campus Middle School in Englewond, and
Erin May, a sixth-grader at Kyf[in Ele-
mentary in Jefferson County.

Trip to England

Before working for WAM!, they were
selecled as U.S. represenlatives to a
meeting in London on kids’ TV, and came
back with a copy of “The Children’s Char-
ter on Electronic Media,” which they ask-
ed WAM! Lo support.

The netwack since has become a spon-
sor of Lhe internalional group, which en-
courages responsible children’s program-
ming. Frin and Meg are reporters and
emissaries for WAM!.

L.ocal kids alse show up on camera dur-
ing on-air introductions for the movies.
Last weekend in the Littlelon studio, a
hal(-dozen teens horsed around a sct that
looks like the ideal kids' room — neon
colars, school lockers painled lime green,

a basketball hoop in one corner
and a computer in the other.
Working with managing
* ] producer Melissa DePew,
! WAM! regulars Kiley
Kroh from D'Evelyn
High School, Mac-
Kenzie Mcehan
{rom Eagle-
cresl High,
Jeremy
Palmer from
Chaparral
and Sintrell
Ryder [rom

a}| Make-up artist
B! Sherrie Duncan

| TV's

& MacKenzie
Meehan, 15,
before filming a
movie
promotional
spot.

The Post f Rebacea McAlpin

Ponderosa High tinkered with shorl
scripls thal explained the upcoming mov-
ie to viewers.

‘The teens impravised, did dozens of
Lakes to cover up for the predictable gig-
gling and flubbing. then came up wilh a
professional product.

‘Kid next door’

The teens were sclected — these four
have all been with the network a year or
more — Lo he “the kid next door you
could relate to and look up Lo, bul also the
kinds of kids parents wanl their kids to
hang oul wilh,” said Pierce.

They're good students with lenglhy
school resumes that are exhausling just
to read — band. sports, drama. volunleer
work and aspiralions of high-powered ca-
reers, often in the arls. And the nelwork
hopes lo draw kids just like them.

Programming in blocks

WAM! programming consists of various
blocks. One is the Mind Zone, 9 a.m. lo 3
p.m., wilh educational shows on social
studies, science, math and personal devel-
opment that are popular with home-
schoolers and in schools, said Pierce.

From 3 p.m. to 3 a.m. is the Oh! Zone,
offering drama, comedy, adventure,
sports and lechnology.

Educational programming s rerin
from 3 to 3 a.m., when schools can tape it
[ree of charge.

The weekend lineup is the End Zone.
wilh family enterlainment thal includes

some of the same shows thal run week-
days; National Geographic specials and a
WAM! original, “Mark’s Web World,” a
Texas productlion that teaches responsi-
ble Internel use.

Sundays is reserved for WAM! al Lthe
Movies, wilth [amily {are such as “The Se-
cret Garden,” “Air Bud,” “The War™ and
“The Challengers.”

Belween programs — when other kids®
ch Is are running ¢ rcinls —
WAM! runs “inlerstilials,” shorts Lhal
feature kids around the U.S. There’s the
WAM!Corps, kids volunleering in Lheir
communitics; the WAM!Cam showing "or-
dinary kids doing things.” such as a re-
cent episode Lhal showed a teen who
coaches a sporls team of menlally chal-
lenged leens; and a series from the
WAM!Family Van fealuring a Mitlwest
family Lhal sold ils house and Lours the
counlry.

The nelwark's newesl civic effort is its
“Generation Hope” an anli-violence cam-
paign. kicked ol a couple weeks ago.
Iiven before Columbine, Lhe network had
started discussions with focus groups
ahoul addressing violence, bul the shool-
ings happening “here in our hackyard”
compelled more actien, said Pierce.

“We talked Lo kids, who told us Colum-
bine was a turning poinl for them,” she
said. “Bul Lhey also lold us Lhey felt ex-
ploited by the event, and wanled Lo be
partl of a campaign that didn't taik at
{hem, didn't dwell on Columbine, but
showcased Lhe positive.”

The year-long effort will offer pro-
grams thal address conflict resolution
and problem solving. Celebrities such as
alhlete Eric Karros and the music group
"N Sync weigh in with admonitions (o kids
to work it out. Key Lo the project is kids'
own views on how to get along.

That "own" parl is what drives WAM!
Kids like and wanl programming that's
good for them, said Pierce — they just
don’t wanl Lo be hil over the head with it.

“They’re informational sponges, and
they're trying ta help make sense of their
world.” she said. “Bul what they've lold
us is, ‘Don’t telf us you're giving us educa-
tional TV."
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Discovery's IMAX Films

Discovery Pictures’ dAfrica’s Fle-
phant Kingddom and Hitdfire: Feel the
Hear are currently showing in
Omniand IMAX farge-format the-
arers around the country. A lim-
ited number of free teacher guides
for grades K-8 are avuailable by
calling toll-free 1-888-892-3454.
Sample lesson plans from the
guides, as well as a touring sched-
ule. are available on the Discov-
erv Pictures Webs site (hep://www
discovervpiceures.com). 1o down-
loadd thee free lesson plans, click on
the Fspecially fur Teachers area for
each film.

Children's Charter Update

Middle-school students Megan
Kiernan and Erin May were re-
cently in Washingron, D.C., o
watch U.S. Seeretary of Educarion
Richard Rilev sign the Children’s
Charter on Electronic Media, which
urges the TV industry to work to-
geeher to raise the caliber of chil-
dren’s TV programming. The two
girls. who helped author the docu-
ment at last vear's Second World
Summit on Television for Chil-
dren, also gathered signatures at
the National Cable Television As-
sociation's convention. For its spon-
sorship of the students” national
tour, WAM! recendy reccived a
Sitver Angel Award trom che Ex-
cellence i Media organizacion.

Weather Books for Middle Schools

The Weather Channel and Si-
mon X Schuster have released two
ne ritles in their Simon Spotlight
paperback series designed o in-
troduce middle-school students to
the wonders of wearther. Fone/s! and
Tornadues! cach contain basic me-
teorology information, fun facts,
and full-color photographs. Fack
G-z boak ($3.99) 05 aceoilehle wt
bonkstores across the nation.

To celebrate Cable in the
Classroom’s tenth anniversary,
ESPN has donated videos of
ESPN2’s Cable in the Class-
room series SporrsFigures to the
nation’s 18,000 public and pri-
vate high schools. This sum-
mer, supplementary online
content, including weekly con-
tests and areas for student and
teacher feedback, will be avail-
able on ESPN’s Web site
(hetp://www.espn.com); see
the Special Section: Sports-
Figures area on the home page.
The initiative was unveiled at
a press conference held in

ESPN's Gift to Schools

- Ry /
ESPN's George Bodenheimer (far left), NHL hockey star Adam Oates (second
from left), NFL running back Jamal Anderson (second from right), and Ballo
High School students Chason Holmes (center) and Zakia Johnson.

Washington, D.C., which was attended by ESPN President George Bodenheimer, Cable in
the Classroom Managing Director Megan Hookey, Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott, Con-
gressman Steve Largent (R-Okla.), and professional athletes Jamal Anderson and Adam Oates,
among others. On behalf of their school, students from Ballou High School in Washington, D.C.,
were also on hand to accepr the first set of videos and corresponding lesson plans. “This am-
bitious project is yet another example of the cable industry’s continuing contributions to the
education of our youth,” said Bodenheimer, “and it's a meaningful way to celebrate Cable in
the Classroom’s tench anniversary.” In addition to this educational gift, ESPN also awards $30,000
annually in scholarships to college-bound high-school seniors. For the names of this year’s Sporss-

Figures scholarship winners, see page 17.

Kudos for GIC!

The critics have once again given Cable in the
Classroom (CIC) programs two thumbs up.
Prestigious George Foster Peabody Awards
went to CNN for its Cold War series, and to
Linda Ellerbee, host of Nickelodeon’s Vik News
(see listings under Social Studies: Elemen-
tary). PBS also received Peabodys for American
Masters “Alexander Calder,” Frank Livyd Wright
(see listings under Science: Architecture/Civil
Engineering), and tive other CIC programs. Ac
the 41st New York Festival [nternational Non-
Broadcast Awards for excellence in communi-
cations media, Cartoon Network's educational
public-service initiative Aninate Your World (see
listings under Personal Development: Ele-
mentary) snagged a Gold WorldMedal in the
Youth Special category. CNN Newsroom (see
listings under Social Studics: Current Events)
received a Silver WorldMedal in the Young
Adult Program category. Finally, CIC won a
CINE Golden Eagle and a Worldfest Houston
International Film Festival Gold Award for two
public-service announcements.

InterMedia Helps Students
Make Money Count

InterMedia Cable in the Classroom Coordina-
tor Kay Zoretic was concerned when she
overheard teens discussing their enormous
credit-card debt. She turned that concern into
action by working with educator Cindy Cot-
tengim and three other teachers at Greenwood
High School in Bowling Green, Ky., to develop
a consumer-finance unit for students. More
than 50 students learned the basics of budget-
ing, record keeping, saving, and debt manage-
ment. Students got the chunce to use their new
skills at a school financial fair. Student “fami-
lies” were given real-life financial issues to re-
solve and local businesspeople were on hand to
offer advice. InterMedia created a short intro-
ductory video for the unit, developed support
materials, and arranged for business rep-
rescntatives to attend the fair. High-school edu-
carors in the Bowling Green area who are interested in
offering this unit during the upcoming school year can
contact InterdMedia’s Kay Zoreric at (502) 796-8204.

July/August 1933 Cable in the Classroom 3




Multicha

EWSI

‘Tune In’ Effort Draws 66 Cable Networks

By LINDA MOSS

v YORK — A total

of 66 cable net-

warks are partici-

pating in this year's
“Tune In to Kids and Family
Week 3" — which will kick off
June 21 with a 30-minute
special, Just Think, to be
simulcast by about two-dozen
cable channels — officials
said last week.

Under the initiative, which
wag started in 1997, the par-
ticipating cable networks have
agreed !o televise at least one
half-hour of family, kids' and
educational programming in
primetime from 7 p.m. to 10
p.m. on at least one day dur-
ing the week of June 21
through 27.

According to the National
Cable Television Association,
which manages and provides
the bulk of the funding for
“Tune In,” most networks will
exceed that minimum.

At a press conference de-
scribing this year's effort, Josh
Sapan, CEO of Rainbow Me-
dia Holdings Inc., said one

reason why the “Tune In”
week was started was to stim-
ulate the production of family
programming.

Sapan was one of three co-
chairs for this year's “Tune
In,” joining Nickelodeon presi-
dent Herb Scannell and Fox
Family Channel CEO Rich
Cronin.

And as it stands now, cable
networks offer more than 80
percent of all of the TV hours
devated to children, according
to Scannel!.

“Cable is where kids know,
and parents know, they can
go,” he added.

Fox Family and Triage En-
tertainment produced Just
Think, which will be simul-
cast June 21 at 7:30 p.m.
That show, hosted by Fox
Sports personality James
Brown, focuses on the power
of words, symbols and ac-
tions as they pertain to is-
sues of multiculturalism, di-
versity, tolerance and race
relations.

The tragic high-school
killings in Littleton, Colo,,
were alluded to at several

points during the press confer-
ence