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B L U E P R I N T F O R T O M O R R O W 

The countdown to n new cenrury provides a 

imii j i iL ' upporruniry to engage America's 

youth in chart ing a course for the fumre . 

The Murs M i l l e n n i u m Project, an off ic ia l 

W h i t e House M i l l e n n i u m Counci l youth 

in i t ia t ive , challenges students across ihe 

nation to design a communi ty yet to he 

imagined - for rhe planer Mars The project 

curries out the national m i l l e n n i u m theme of 

"Honor the Past, Imagine the Future." 

This inrerdisciplinary learning project w i l l 

engage kindergarten through high-school 

students in classrooms and youth groups 

throughout the Uni ted Srates. W o r k i n g in 

teams and w i t h educators, c o m m u n i t y 

leaders anti professionals in many fields, 

hundreds o f thousands ol young people w i l l 

weave the arts, sciences and humanities in to 

an exploration of t l ieir own communit ies . 

They w i l l then take the best of the past and 

present, anti apply what they learn to the 

fumre . The result: a new communi ty - one 

that is scientifically sound and offers a h igh 

qual i ty ot life - and one in which they 

would be proud io live. 

G u i d i n g the Mars M i l l e n n i u m Project are 

the U.S. Department nf F.ducarion, the 

Nat ional Aeronautics and Space 

Admin i s t r a t ion and its Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory, the Nariunal l indowment for rhe 

Arts and the J. Paul Get ty Trust. A host of 

ouhhe and private organizations along w i t h 

some o f t h e nation's leading corporations ant! 

businesses w i l l also take part, making this 

project a true "communi ty" effort 

H O W C A N I P A R T I C I P A T E ? 

Complete and mail the attached form or 

contact the U.S. Department ol Hducation 

Puhlicarions Center ar H77.4ED.PUUS 

(877.^33 7K27)anJ request a Mars 

M i l i c i i n i u m Project Participation K i t . You 

can also register on-line on the project's 

Web sue ar www.inars2(); j.().net 

A P P L I C A T I O N F O R M 

Yes, please send a Mars M i l l e n n i u m Project 

oart icipat ion k i t m: 

Name . 

T i t l e _ 

WHITE HOUSE 
MILLENNIUM COUNCIL 

diool/Organi 'zaiion . 

Addrcss_ 

:i'y 

Mate 

ZIP 

I'hone 

l i l 

I'ICUSL- I ni 1 i cn IL' ^railt- level or iirL-j of imiTCsr 

Primary ( K - 2 ) I lKOIOVK 

Blcmenory (3-5) K K 0 I 0 8 K 

Mic l J l eSd i iH . l l r t -B) K K o l O y K 

H i j i h S t h i K i l (y-12) E K I l l IUK 

C o m m m l i l y Organizi ir i t in E K 0 I 1 1 K 

(miXL.J ^raitc levels) 

Please eiu luse in an envelope and return to: 

Mars M i l l e n n i u m Proiect 

C/O U.S. Deparrmcni of nduealion 

I ' u H i t a l i n m Center (HD I 'UHS) 

P.O. Hox I39H 

Jessup, M D 2 ( ) 7 y 4 - l 3 y « 

E-mail : edpuhstS'iner cd.^ov 

Pax: 3()1.'17().I2.W 

• l - T Y n ' D D : M77.576.77:vi 
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NQme:_ 

^ organization (if applicable): 

I 

^ Address: 

H city: — - state: „ 

0 zip: phone: _ 

E-mail address: 

i would like more information 
about after-school programs, i am a: 

| ; parent 

r"'! Teacher 

I ' j principal 

LJ school 
Administrator 

T j member of a 
community 
organization or 
agency 

• ; c o m m u n i t y 

v o l u n t e e r 

T ; community Leader 

!. : After school 
program staff 
Member or 
volunteer 

f'"; Business Leader 

i i other 

a. 
+• 

b*| 
c 

U.S. Deparrment of Educition V ( 
Phone: (S(.)(̂  L.'SA-l EARN. Web sire: ww\V.CJ.L;O\' ^ ^ 7 < 

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation V\^; 
Puhlieanons: (SOO) (Vn-l "(^i. W'cb sire: w ww.niorr.oiL; 

National Center lor Communitv Education 
Phone: (SIO) 2.''.S-()H(I3. Web sue: www.neeenet.ori; 

Fight Crime: Invest In Kids 

Phone: (202) (oS-OO'M). Web sire: www.righreriine.ort;. 

American Business Collaboration 
Phone: (61r) 2~S-'i()00. 

Web site: www.amei'buscollaboration.com 

National Institute on Out-of-School Time 
W'ellesie\' College Ccnicr kn Research on W onien. 

Phone: ("SI) 2S3-2^4_. Web site: \v\vw.\vellesle\-.ei.lLi 

Kids Campaign/Benton Foundation 
Phone (.202) 63S-5T"70. 

Web sire: www.benton.org , • ' ,-

McREL: The Mid-continent : • : ' 1 ' . A 

Regional Educational Laboratory 

Phone: (303) .\i7-(m0. Web sire: www.nicrel.org 

Families and Work Institute 
Phone: (212) 46>2(>i4. Web site: www.laniiliesandwork.oi 

Mi§l&h f7 l"K'c^ hy the iVlott Foundation, in partnership 
ŝ JSSI's with rhe U.S. Department ot Education 

> t 

2 ui, iriin Amenca and;millions:of^.workmg parents'gjanee'uneasily/atithe dod^Tlme^toxall home•'and^S 

make sure everything is OK. Rerruhd the kids not to eo out, not to open the door * ^ * 1 *•, 

Nearly 28 milhon school age children have working parents, an estimated /'million^ofthem receive" noV"*! 

( 
\ r 

• w r.i,A;'.T,<-.vadult'supemsion after schooLiMillipnsrof împressionable.and vulnerablesdiddrenkwhose .pa^ents;cannot̂  

ferty them to a crazy quilt arrangement of soccer, dance, piano and other expensive activities are left ,v

 t | 

, alone or, worse, caring for younger siblings until a parent: gets home As we nearthe?21st century, 4 *" I 

;! tv; : schools-are bemg called-upon to help bnng immunities together, beyond^e.- tradmond;^^!^^.-^ '^^,^ 

*many commuruues, the expression, "We've never done it that way before," is being replaced*with v f |J 

*• "Together, we can ' If your community does not offer after-school ennchment programs,* it is time to find ^ i / g 

^ •v ' out why,, and then budd :Ae netxss^'p^ 

, I-; !tare»makmg'afterTsehool^ 

< Educaaon Ls expanding its 21st Century Community Fxarning^nters program, and state and-; 

local governments: are-developing similar imtiadves. "A ̂  f e n c e d foKsafej drugTfree and 

enndimgiafterTsdioohactm^ 

sereating;them,'helping themchildren to^growand develop înto :strong,7.responsiblê mdividuals, 
i 'fFhis guide will introduce you'̂ to the benefits ofafter-sehool-enrichment-programs,-.'.'-. 

* Jf" f what you should look for in them, examples of programs that work and, finally, how you can 

i get involved m your own community 

r1- V * 
*5 *V 

. ft. Kin.. A-Sv T^.l t t M 



School in McAllen, Texas created an after-school enrichment program that provides job training and career 

development to more than half the school's 520 students. Test scores are up 20 percent and more youngsters are 

showing an interest in college, even though many of their parents barely finished high school. 

A.:. The YMCA of Greater New York, along with the New York City schools and the United Way 

o(- New York City, is bringing extended school services to 10,000 students in 200 ofthe city's under-served public 

schools. The Virtual Y's serve children in grades 2-4 from 3 to 6 p.m. Students take part in the Y's traditional 

curriculum - the spirit, mind and body triangle - but also in literacy-building activities such as a book club. In addition 

to professional staff, the program uses college students and AmeriCorps volunteers. 

- . ;. . .: : From karate and dance to math and science, students in the Lighthouse Program's 

11 participating schools are keeping busy after school 

... and all summer. The program, which serves students in grades p f O ^ f C X f f l S m C t k l f l ^ " 

' K-12, is staffed by volunteers, including parents, who ' " 
!:^S|::.i' teach classes, read with children, organize car pools 

| ^ • -. /'<*?\» j n d help with homework. Each site coordinator is a teacher in the school. Police credit the program 

>!• ,.• •*!(• ' f f s£UW. widi ^ drop in juvenile crime throughout the city. Lighthouse children also performed better on 

standardized reading and math tests, and their attendance rates are up. 

i & : . . t j : . . t . . An extended learning program created by the principal, teachers and 

"Vi- - p a r e n t s in the Carmen-Ainsworth School District is serving 280 students in grades 4-6 who are at risk of 

dropping out of school. A tutor-supervised computer lab is open before and after school and one evening a 

week. During the summer, students attend workshops in reading, science, math and social studies led by teachers, a 

Title I assistant, the principal and parent volunteers. Funding conies horn a mix of federal, state and local sources. Local 

businesses donate snacks. Test scores at the school are in the 80th percenrile - well above the state average. 
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f , > . ^ j t k ^ ^ ' ^ g ^ l ^ f f ^ a ^ p ^ Mostsparents t 

* "already beheve there arenVenoueh^quahty after-school ^ 

* about what they're looking form after-school activities ^ 

and^what they're willing to do to help Your neighbors " " 

['̂ may-beflookmg f̂briimeaningfy^ways'.m 

^ Set up a meeting withsyour principal, schoof«board or , 

J " , ' city councibmember* ^ring up the issue at your school'ŝ  * | 

* % mext PTA or PTO meeting, or with»your town's business ,*4 ^ : 

K j!lH|3?B^other>'faith based organizauons and^ r ^ * ̂  

community nonprofits, such as the UmteH Way Ask to *" ^ 
1 •: . -talk.about aiterrsenool pro 

meeting Always'go 'armed wi3il&as, chscussTyour̂  * ^ *J 

research and stress that tliere are many other parents ancl ^ 

r̂esidents whô share yourjiews ̂  , i * ̂  ^ * •* * ^ » ^ ' 
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America Goes Back to School 

How Are You Getting Involved? Tell Us! 

The information you provide may be made available by the U.S. Department of Education 
on the Web, and, in any event, is subject to the Freedom of Information Act, 

and will be made available to requestors upon request. 

Name of School/Organization. 

Address 

City State Zip 

Contact 

Telephone Fax 

Email 

Web Address-

Title of Event _ 

Description of your event to promote family involvement in education 

Date of Event Time of Event. 

Location of Event 

Are any officials/celebrities/VIPs participating? 

Please mail to: U.S Department of Education 
Partnership for Family Involvement in Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20202-8173 

OMB Number: 1860-0505 

Expiration Date: 10 /31 /2001 

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid 

OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1860-0505. The time required to complete this informa­

tion collection is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather 

the data needed, and complete and review the information collection. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate 

or suggestions for improving this form, please write to: U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-4651. 



Resources for 
America Goes Back to School Events 

The following list of publications is designed to help families, community members, and businesses 
get involved in education. Published by the U.S. Department of Education and partnering 

organizations, these great resources are free of charge and available for 
distribution at your America Goes Back to School event! 

America Goes Back 
to School: Information 
for Families and 
Community Members 
This publication is 
designed for families, 
schools and communities 
around the country that are 
gearing up for another year 4 
of back-to-school activities. It 
offers tips on helping children 
read well and independently V, 
by the end of third grade, helping children meet 
high math and science standards and take chal­
lenging math and science courses, and helping 
children start early to prepare for college and 
careers. 1998. Foldout brochure. 

Order No. EE 0288B. Available on the Internet in both 
English and Spanish at: 
http://www.ed.gov/Family/agbts/pubs.html 
[Also available in Spanish. Order No. EE 031 3B.] 
Maximum order quantity 100. 

Questions Parents 
Ask About Schools 
This booklet presents 
questions commonly asked 
by parents and provides 
answers about starting 
school, schoolwork, 

homework, career preparation, 
safety, and family expectations. 1998. 15pp. 

Order No. EE 0 3 M B . Available on the Internet in both 
English and Spanish at: 

http://www.ed.gov/Family/agbts/pubs.html [Also avail­
able in Spanish. Order No. EE0315B.] Maximum order 
quantity 100. 

Strengthening Your 
Child's Academic Future 
Highlighting the importance 
of higher academic standards, 
this publication provides 
sample questions for parents 
to ask teachers and administrators 
to find out about academic expectations 
in their children's schools. 1998. 14pp. 

Order No. EK 0004P. Available on the Internet at: 
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/Strengthen/ [Also available 
in Spanish. Order No. EK 01 13B.] Maximum order 
quantity 100. 

Challenge Young Minds: 
50 Ways to Better Education 
This booklet provides parents, 
employers, teachers, and community 
members with everyday ideas on how 
they can help improve the education of 
children they know. 1998. 17pp. 

Order No. EK 0117P. [Also available in Spanish. 

Order No. EK 01 36P.] Maximum order quantity 100. 

Schools and Students Together 
Reaching High Academic Standards 
As society changes, schools must also change. 
This booklet provides ideas about what school 
board members, superintendents, principals, 
and teachers can do to change schools to help 
students reach high academic standards. Also 
included are ideas for building public under­
standing and increasing parental involvement to 
develop community support for these changes. 

Order No. EK 0137P. Maximum order quantity 50. 

America Goes Back to 
School Bookmark 
Order No. EK0135M 
Maximum order quantity 500. 



How Do I Get Copies of Publications for My America Goes Back to School Event? 

Contact the U.S. Department of Education's Publications Center (ED Pubs) to order any of the 
publications listed here or to find out what other educational resources and products 

are available. Publications can be ordered in the following ways: 

Toil-Free Phone Calls 
]-877-4ED-Pubs (1-877-433-7827)* 
TTY/TDD: 1-877-576-7734* 

English- and Spanish-speaking customer service 
representatives are available 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Eastern time, Monday through Friday. You can 
also call after hours and leave a message, or 
call anytime to request selected short publica­
tions using ED Pubs' fax-on-demand service. 

Publications can be provided upon request 
in alternate formats such as braille and 
large-print publications, computer disks, 
and captioned videotapes. 

Mail 

ED Pubs 
Education Publications Centei 
U.S. Department of Education 
P.O. Box 1 398 
Jessup, Maryland 20794-1398 

In addition to the title(s), order number(s), and 
number of copies of the publication(s) you are 
requesting, please include your full name, mail­
ing address, and phone number with area code. 

Fax 

301-470-1244 

In your fax request, include the publication and 
contact information indicated on the form below. 

E-Mail 

Eclpubs@inet.ed.gov 

In addition to the information about the publica-
tion(s) you are requesting, please include your 
full name and mailing address if you would like 
material mailed to you. You may also request 
the Internet address (URL) of a publication. 

Internet 

http://www.ed.gov/pubs/edpubs.html 

Through this ED Pubs Online Ordering System 
on the Department's Web site, you can place 
an order or locate publications that meet your 
needs. 

To order any of the publications listed here, fill out the information below and fax to: 301 -470-1 244 

Please allow approximately two weeks to receive your publication(s). To pay for faster shipping, 
please call Ed Pubs toll free at 1-877-4ED-Pubs (1-877-433-7827)* 

Name:. 

Title: __ 

Organization:. 

Street Address: 

City: 

Daytime Phone: 

State: Zip Code:. 

Order Number Quantity 

• If 877 is not yet available in your area, call 1 -800-USA LEARN (1 800-872-5327) 
TTY/TDD call 1 -800-437-0833 



PARTNERSHIP 

f o r F a m i l y 

i n E d u c a t i o n 

PARTNERSHIP FOR FAMILY INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION 

Partner Registration 

To join and receive your Partnership Promise Certificate, enter the information requested below and 
mail or fax to: Partnership for Family Involvement in Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, 
Washington, DC 20202-8173. Fax: 202-205-9133. 

The registration must include a contact person and phone number in order to be processed. The 
information you provide may be made available by the U.S. Department of Education on the web, 
and, in any event, is subject to the Freedom of Information Act, and will be made available to 
requestors upon request. 

We would like to become a member of the Partnership for Family Involvement in Education. 

We commit to family-friendly practices and will work with others 

to form partnerships that support children's learning. 

Name of Partner group or school: 

Address line 1: 

Address line 2: 

City: State: Zip:. 

Telephone: Fax: 

Contact Information: 

Head of Organization: 

Contact Name: E-mail: 

Is your organization a(n) (Please check one): 

• Family-School Partner DEmployer for Learning 
•Community Organization nReligious Group 

OMB Number: 1860-0505 Expiration Date: 10/31/2001 

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1860-0505. The time required to complete this 
information collection is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data 
resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review the information collection. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy 
the time estimate or suggestions for improving this form, please write to: U.S. Department of Education, Washington, DC 20202-4651. 



• As a Family-School Partner, our school will be welcoming to families; offer challenging courses; create 
safe and drug-free learning environments; organize tutoring and other opportunities to improve student 
learning; and support the inclusion of families in the school decision-making process. 

Our families will monitor student attendance, homework completion and television watching; take time with 
and listen to their children; become acquainted with teachers, administrators and the school staff; read with 
younger children and share a good book with a teen; volunteer in school when possible; and participate in the 
school decision-making process. We pledge to — 

• Share responsibility at school and at home to give students a better education and a good start in life. 
• Promote effective two-way communication between families and schools, by schools reducing 

educational jargon and breaking down cultural and language barriers and by families staying in touch with 
the school. 

• Provide opportunities for families to learn how to help their children succeed in school and for the school 
staff members to work with families. 

• Support family-school efforts to improve student learning by reviewing progress regularly and 
strengthening cooperative actions. 

• As Employers for Learning Partner, we recognize that a strong and vigorous economy, for our 
businesses and our nation, depends upon an educated, skilled, and competent citizenry. Today's students are 
tomorrow's citizens and our long-term investments for the future. We pledge to — 

• Identify a contact person, authorized to explore and develop options for company involvement in our 
family-school-community initiatives. 

• Take action to implement programs. 
• Share best practices after evaluating programs annually. 
• Form partnerships to promote, implement, and improve family-friendly policies and practices. 

*-As a Community-based Organization Partner, we support family-school compacts and affirm the 
importance of family-community involvement in students learning. We pledge to — 

Make safe schools/safe neighborhoods a priority. 
Combat alcohol, drugs, and violence in and around schools and neighborhoods. 
Reinforce parenting skills using community institutions to provide family and literacy training and referral 
services. 
Provide mentoring and homework help programs so that children may be assured of tutoring and guidance 
from knowledgeable and responsible adults. 
Come together to coordinate delivery of services and to eliminate duplication of efforts. 
Help develop and sponsor affordable and quality learning, cultural and recreational activities after school, 
on weekends and during the summer. 
Support school improvement efforts in the local community. 
Support and become informed about school governance issues. 
Encourage schools to be involved in the life of the community, through co-sponsorship of community 
outreach activities of partner organizations. 

As a Religious Communities Partner, we affirm the vital and enduring role of families in the education 
of children. We have always regarded families—and parents in particular-as the primary teachers of children. 
Encouraged by Secretary of Education Richard Riley's concern for all children and his commitment to the 
role of families in educating children, we call upon all people of good will to stand as one with us in support 
of families' participation in children's learning. 
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