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September 22, 2000 

The Honorable Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
Ranking Member 
Senate Finance Committee 
203 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington D.C., 20510 

Dear Senator Moynihan: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your past support of the adoption tax 
credit . Since its creation in 1996, the adoption tax credit has made adoption a more affordable for 
many families and no doubt has served as an incentive for good families to consider adopting a child. 
With 110,000 waiting children, in America alone, we must continue to do all that we can to provide 
support to families willing to adopt children, particularly special needs children .. 

You will remember that the current tax law provides for a tax credit for "adoption related 
expenses"up to $5,000 per adoption ($6,000 in the case of special needs children) However, under 
the law, the definition of expenses is so narrowly defined as to only include those expenses related 
to the adoption itself, such as court fees or home study costs. Therefore, the amount of credit an 
adoptive parent receives is determined by the cost of the act of adoption rather than the anticipated 
additional cost of raising the child. 

As you well know, the cost of an adoption varies dramatically depending on several factors 
such as whether it is public or private, domestic or international, etc. In fact, since adoptions from 
Foster Care are often subsidized, there are little, if any, "adoption related expenses". As a 
result, parents who adopt a child with special needs often do not qualify for this credit despite 
Congress' intent to assist them with the overwhelming expenses associated with adopting such 
a child. 

In addition, the $5,000 tax credit for families who adopt non-special needs children is due 
to expire in December of 2001. This credit has played a role in approximately 75,000 children 
finding homes. Countless times, parents have approached us to tell us how helpful the credit is and 
how grateful they are for the assistance. Allowing this credit to expire would undoubtedly hinder 
the tremendous success we have had in addressing the needs of our waiting children. 

In the final days of the session, we urge you to consider the significant benefits of the 
adoption tax credit. Below I have outlined three options for your consideration. Naturally, I would 



• 

hope you would be able to accommodate them all. However, I acknowledge that you are limited by 
time and budget constraints. I assure you that these any one of these small and relatively inexpensive 
modifications will have a profound impact on the lives of children and families. 

1) Increase the special needs tax credit to $10,000 and "de-link" it from qualified adoption 
expenses. CBO score $300 million over 10 years. 

2) Permanently extend the non-special needs tax credit. Increase the special needs tax credit 
to $10,000 and "de-link" it from qualified adoption expenses. CBO score 2.596 billion over 
10 years. 

3) Increase the special needs tax credit to $10,000 and "de-link" it from qualified adoption 
expenses, permanently extend it for non special needs, adjust the income limitations and 
allow for international special needs. CBO score 5.914 billion over 10. 

With warmest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Mary L. Landrieu 
United States Senator 
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(Congress· of tfjr ~niteb ~tates· 

The Honorable Mary L.mdrieu 
United States Senate 
SH-702 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator·Landrieu: 

JOINT COMMITTEE ONT AXATION 

QlQ:lasf)ing-ron. :W<C 20515-6453 

NOV 15 1999 

This letter responds to your request of October 28, 1999, for a revenue estimate of a 
proposal to expand the adoption credit. Briefly, your proposal would increase the dollar limit of 
the credit to $I 0,000. 

Under present law, the adoption tax credit is a nonrefundable credit against income tax 
liability of up to $5,000 for qualified adoption expenses. In the case of a special needs adoption, 
the maximum credit is $6,000. The credit can be carried forward for a maximum of five taxable 
years, and is not adjusted for inflation. After December 31, 2001, the credit is available only for 
domestic special needs adoptions. Additionally, the credit is phased out for taxpayers with 
modified adjusted gross income ("AG!") in excess of $75,000, and is fully phased out at 
$115,000 of modified AGL For expenses paid or incurred in taxable years before the year the 

adoption becomes final, the credit generally is claimed in the year after the taxable year. 
Expenses paid or incum:d in the year the adoption becomes final or thereafter are claimed in the 
year the expenses are paid or incurred. 

Under your proposal, the adoption credit would be made independent of expenses 
incurred and increased to $I 0,000 for special needs children. The proposal also provides in the 
case of special needs adoptions that expenses paid. or incurred in taxable years before the year the 
adoption becomes final are allowed in the taxable year the adoption becomes final. In estimating 
the effects of your proposal, we have assumed that your proposal would be effective for tax.able 
years beginning after December 31, 2000. We estimate that your proposal would have the 
following effect on Federal fiscal year budget receipts: 

Fiscal Years 
[Millions of Dollars] 

~ 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2000-04 2000-09 

Adopti?n credit 
-8 -28 -30 -33 -36 -39 -41 -42 -43 ·99 -300 expansion .......................... 
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~ongres·s· of rue ~niteb ~tares· 

The Honorable Mary Landrieu 
United States Senate 

JOINT COMMITIEE CN T AXATIOt-.; 

l!:Qlt1Sbing:ton, BC 20515-64:53 

P.03/03 

Page 2 

I hope this information is helpful to you. If we can be of further assistance, please let me 
know. 

Sincerely, 

/-;;/ 
Lindy L. Paull 
Chief of Staff 

** TOTAL PAGE.03 ** 
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Q:\FROMHLC\ARMEY.030 H.L.C. 

26s o "'~ ~ wnf- eerr) 
I (1) nny cash payment received before, on, or after the 

2 date of the enactment of this Act by, or made on behalf 

3 of, a person under such settlement, and 

4 (2) any amount which (but for this section) would be 

s includible in gross income by reason of the discharge of in-

6 d1?btedness pursuant to such settlement. 

7 SEC. 717. EXPANSION OF CREDIT FOR ADOPTION EX-
8 PENSES. 

9 (a) INCREASE IX EXPENSES ALLOWABLE FOR ADoP-

10 TION.-Paragraph (1) of section 23(b) (relating to dollar limi· 

11 tation) is amended to read as follows: 

12 "(1) DOLLAR LIMITATI0};.-

13 "(A) IN GENERAL.-The aggregate amount of 

14 qualified adoption expenses which may be taken into 

15 account under subsection (a) for all ta.xable years with 

16 respect to the adoption of a child by the taxpayer shall 

17 not exceed the applicable amount. 

18 "(B) APPLICABLE A.:.'1:0U?i:'T.-For purposes of sub-

19 paragraph (A)-

20 "(i) CHILD WITH SPECIAL NEEDS.-ln the 

21 case of a child with special needs, the applicable 

22 amount for a taxable year shall be the a.mount de-

23 termined in accordance with the following table: 

"For taxable years The applicable 
beginning in: amount is: 

2001 ............................................................................. $8,000 
2002 ............................................................................. $10,000 
2003 and thcrcaftc1· .............. : ...................................... $12,000. 

24 ''(ii) OTHER CHILDREN.-In the case of a 

25 child who is not a child with special needs, the ap-

26 plicable amount for a taxable year shall be the 

27 amount determined in accoi·dancc with the fol-

28 lowing table: 

"For taxable years The applicable 
beginning in: amount is: 

2001 ............................................................................. $6,000 
~002 ............................................................................. $7,000 
2003 ...................... -----------·"''"""""""""·---· .. ···-------·-""'"' $8,000 
2004 ............................................................................. $9,000 
2005 and thcn~ancr .................................................. $10,000.". 
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(b) IXCREASE l;'I; INCOME LBH1'ATION.-Clause (i) of sec-

2 tion 23(b)(2)(A) (relating to income limitation) is amended by 

3 striking "$75,000" and inserting "$150,000". 

4 (e) EXTEKSION OP SUNSET.-Subparagraph (B) of sec-

5 tion 23(d)(2) (relating to eligible child) is amended by striking 

6 "2001" and inserting "2005''. 

7 (d) EFFECTIVE DATE.-The amendments made by this 

8 section shall apply to ta.xable years beginning after December 

9 31, 2000. 

10 SEC. 718. STUDY CONCERNING UNITED STATES INSUR-
11 ANCE COMPANIES WITH CERTAIN OFF· 
12 SHORE REINSURANCE AFFILIATES. 

13 (a) STt.rDY.-The Secretary of the Treasury shall conduct 

14 a study on the e.'<tent to which United States ta..x on investment 

IS income of United States insurance companies is being avoided 

16 through the use of affiliated corporations in Bermuda or other 

17 offshore locations. In conducting such study, the Secretary 

18 shall--

19 (1) address issues concei·ning the application of cur-

20 rent United States ta.'< law in preventing such avoidance, 

21 (2) examine changes to United States ta.x law which 

22 may be needed to prevent such avoidance, and 

23 (3) make such recommendations as the Sec1·etary con-

24 sic.ers appropriate. 

25 (b) SUBlUSSION OF STUDY TO CO~GRESS.-Not later 

26 than December 31, 2001, the Secretary shall submit the study 

27 conclutted under subsection (a), together with reeommendations 

28 thereon, to the Committee on Ways and Means of the House 

29 of Repr·escntatives and the Committee on l''inance of the Scn-

30 ate. 

31 SEC. 719. TREATMENT OF INDIAN TRIBAL GOVERN-
32 MENTS UNDER FEDERAL UNEMPLOYMENT 
33 TAX ACT. 

34 (a) l:\' GENERAL.-Section 3306(c)(7) (defining employ-

35 ment) is amcnded-

36 ( 1) by inserting "or in the employ of an Indian tribe," 

37 afte1· "~cr.;ce perfom1ed in the employ of a State, or any 

38 pi>I itic~\l subdivision thereof,"; anrl 

I 
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AMENDM:ENT NO._ Calendar No. _ 

Purpose: To expand the adoption credit to provide assistance 
to adoptive parents of special needs children, and for 
other purposes. 

IN THE SENATE 0)! TlJE UNITED STATES-106th Cong., 2d Sess. 

(no.) __ _ 

(title)-----------------------

Referred to the Committee on 
-----------~ 

and ordered to be printed 

Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed 

AMENDMENT intended to be proposed by Ms. LANDRIEU 

Viz: 

I At the appropriate place, insert the following: 

2 SEC. __ • EXPANSION OF ADOPTION CREDIT. 

3 (a) IN GENERAL.-Section 23(a)(l) (relating to al-

4 lowance of credit) is amended to read as follows: 

5 "(1) IN GEl\TERAL.-In the case of an indi-

6 vidual, there shall be allowed as a credit against the 

7 tax imposed by this chapter-
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I ''(A) in the case of an adoption of a child 

2 other than a child with special needs, the 

3 amount of the qualified adoption expenses paid 

4 or incuITed by the taxpayer but not to exceed 

5 the applicable amount, and 

6 "(B) in the case of an adoption of a child 

7 with special needs, the applicable amount." 

8 (b) .APPLICABLE .AMOUNT.-Paragraph (1) of section 

9 23(b) i::; amended to read as follows: 

10 "(1) APPLICABLE AMOUNT.-For purposes of 

11 subsection (a)(l)-

12 ''(A) CHILD WITH SPECIAL NEEDS.-ln 

13 the case of a child with special needs, the appli-

14 cable amount for a taxable year shall be the 

15 amount determined in accordance with the fol-

16 lowing table: 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

·~For taxable years The applicable 
beginning in: amount ia: 

2001 ........... .......................................................... ........ $8,000 
2002 ............................................................................. $10,000 
200:~ and thcn'.aftcr ..................................................... $12,000. 

"(B) OTHER CHILDREN.-ln the case of a 

child who is not a child with special needs, the 

applicable amount for a taxable year shall be 

the amount determined in accordance with the 

following table: 

'"'For taxable years The applicable 
beginning in: amount is: 

2001 ............................................................................. $6,000 
2002 ............................................................................. $7,000 

P.05/06 
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200:3 ·-----------··••""""'""'""''""""""""""""""""'""""'"'"''"'"'"" $8,000 
2004 ................. ------·--·--· ........................... ----·-·--·-"''""' $9,000 
2005 and thereafter ..................................................... $10,000.". 

1 (c) YF..AR CREDIT ALI,QWED.-Section 23(a)(2) is 

2 amended by adding at the end the following new flush sen-

3 tence: 

4 ''In the case of the adoption of a child with special 

5 n~~s, the credit allowed under paragraph ( 1) shall 

6 be allowed for the taxable year in which the adoption 

7 be•~omes final." 

8 (d) EFFECTIVE DATE.-The amendments made by 

9 this seetion shall apply to taxable years beginning after 

IO December 31, 2000. 

P.06/06 

** TOTAL PAGE.06 ** 



MARYL. LANDRIEU 
LOUISIANA 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, D.C., 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

October 4, 2000 

As this Congress draws to a close, several important tax relief alternatives have come to the 
forefront for our consideration. Although it is not yet clear whether the legislative calendar will 
allow for any to be addressed independently, there is a strong likelihood that some may be included 
in final negotiations between the Administration and Congress. In an effort to make sure that the 
adoption tax credit remains a priority, I have attempted to educate my fellow members on the need 
for reform of this important credit. 

I know that you understand and support the need for the adoption tax credit to be extended 
and expanded so that it can provide real support for all adoptive families. Through your leadership, 
we have made incredible progress in moving children into permanent families. It is important that 
we continue to strengthen the measures which have made this success possible. I would be hard 
pressed to give any other tax proposal a higher priority. I hope you agree. Any assistance you might 
provide would be greatly appreciated. 

Attached for your review is a summary, a copy of the "Adoption Opportunities Act" which 
addresses this issue, and a letter that I sent to my colleagues on the finance committee, Senators 
Moynihan and Roth. I have also enclosed a summary and a full copy of the recent report issued by 
the Department of Treasury on the use and effectiveness of the current adoption tax credit. Ifl can 
provide you with any other information on the current tax credit or the alternative proposals, please 
let me know. 

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration. 

With warmest personal regards, I am 



ADOPTION OPPORTUNITIES ACT OF 2000 

Background 

In 1996, Congress provided for a $5,000 tax credit ($6,000 for special needs children) to 
assist families with financing the significant cost of adopting a child. Under the 
provisions of the law, qualified adoption expenses include reasonable and necessary 
adoption fees, court costs, attorney fees and other expenses directly related to a legal 
adoption. For adoptions of domestic special needs children, the credit is a permanent 
part of the tax code. However, the tax credit provision as it applies to non- special needs 
children sunsets after December 31, 2001. 

The Dilemma 

The cost of an adoption varies dramatically depending on whether it is public or private, 
domestic or international, etc. Private or International adoptions can cost over $20,000 
per child. In contrast, adoptions from foster care are often subsidized and therefore 
parents who choose to adopt a child from foster care or other public agencies incur little, 
if any, "adoption related expenses". As a result, parents adopting a child with special 
needs often do not qualify to receive this credit, despite the sometimes overwhelming 
expenses adopting such a child can mean. 

The Solution 

To further the original intent of the tax credit and encourage families to adopt a waiting 
child, this amendment would 

• Permanently extend the $5,000 tax credit for all domestic non-special needs 
children. 

• Increase the tax credit for special needs children to $10,000 and "de-link" it from 
the amount of qualified adoption expenses incurred. 

• Make credit available to couples whose joint income is less than 161,450 (132,600 
for singles and 14 7 ,050 for heads of households) and amends the income 
limitation to adjust annually for cost of living. 

Estimated Cost 
$ 5.9 Billion over 10 years. 
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Hope for Children Act (Introduced in the House) 

HR 531 lH 

106th CONGRESS 

1st Session 

H. R. 531 

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the amount allowable for qualified adoption 
expenses, to pemrnnently extend the credit for adoption expenses, and to adjust the limitations on such 
credit for inflation. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

February 3, 1999 

Mr. BULEY introduced the following bill; which was refe1Ted to the Committee on Ways and Means 

A BILL 

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the amount allowable for qualified adoption 
expenses, to permanently extend the credit for ad0ption expenses, and to adjust the limitations on such 
credit for inflation. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and /-louse of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the 'Hope for Children Act'. 

SEC. 2. ADOPTION EXPENSES. 

(a) INCREASE IN AMOUNTS ALLOWED-

( I) DOLLAR AMOUNT OF ALLOWED EXPENSES- Paragraph (I) of section 23(b) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to dollar limitation) is amended by striking 
'$5,000' and all that follows and inserting '$10,000.'. 

1012712000 10:54 AM 
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(2) PHASE-OUT LlMITATlON- Clause (i) of section 23(b)(2)(A) of such Code (relating to 
income limitation) is amended by striking '$75,000' and inserting '$150,000'. 

(b) REPEAL OF SUNSET ON CHILDREN WITHOUT SPECIAL NEEDS-

(I) IN GENERAL- Paragraph (2) of section 23(d) of such Code (relating to definition of 
eligible child) is amended to read as follows: 

'(2) ELIGIBLE CHILD- The tern1 'eligible child' means any individual who-­

, (A) has not attained age 18, or 

'(B) is physically or mentally incapable of caring for himself.'. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT- Subsection (d) of section 23 of such Code (relating to 
definitions) is amended by striking paragraph (3). 

(c) ADJUSTMENT OF DOLLAR AND INCOME LIMITATIONS FOR INFLATION- Section 
23 of such Code is amended by redesignating subsection (h) as subsection (i) and by inserting 
alter subsection (g) the following new subsection: 

'(h) ADJUSTMENTS FOR INFLATION- In the case of a taxable year beginning after December 
3 I, 2000, each of the dollar amounts in subsections (b )(1) and (b )(2)(A)(i) shal I be increased by an 
amount equal to--

'( 1) such dollar amount, multiplied by 

'(2) the cost-of-living adjustment detennined under section l(t)(3) for the calendar year in 
which the taxable year begins, detern1ined by substituting 'calendar year 1999' for 'calendar 
year 1992' in subparagraph (B) thereof.'. 

(d) LIMITATION BASED ON AMOUNT OF TAX -

(I) IN GENERAL- Subsection (c) of section 23 of such Code is amended by striking 'the 
limitation imposed by section 26(a) for such taxable year reduced by the sum of the credits 
allowable under this subpart (other than this section and section 1400C)' and inserting 'the 
applicable tax limitation'. 

(2) APPLICABLE TAX LIMITATION- Subsection (d) of section 23 of such Code (as 
amended by subsection (b) of this section) is further amended adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

'(3) APPLICABLE TAX LIMITATION- The tenn 'applicable tax limitation' means the 
sum of--

'(A) the taxpayer's regular tax liability for the taxable year, reduced (but not below 
zero) by the sum of the credits allowed by sections 21, 22, 24 (other than the amount 
of the increase under subsection (d) thereof), 25, and 25A, and 

'(B) the tax imposed by section 55 for such taxable year.'. 

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS-

(A) Subsection (a) of section 26 of such Code (relating to limitation based on amount 
of tax) is amended by inserting '(other than section 23)' after 'allowed by this 
subpart'. 

1012712000 10:54 AM 
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(8) Paragraph (I) of section 53(b) of such Code (relating to minimum tax credit ) is 
amended by inserting 'reduced by the aggregate amount taken into account under 
section 23(d)(3)(8) for all such prior taxable years,' after' 1986,'. 

( e) EFFECTIVE DA TE- The amendments made by this section shall apply to taxable years 
beginning after December 31, 1998. 

SEARCH THIS DOCUMENT GO TO 
Hit Forward New Bills Search 
Hit Back Home Page 

Hit List Best Sections Help 
Doc Contents 

1012712000 10:54 AM 



Report from Treasury Supports Need for Reform 

A recent report issued by the Department of Treasury found the following: 

For Tax year 1998, 45,300 taxpayers received income tax benefits for $297 
million of adoption expenses paid or reimbursed on connection with 50,400 
adoptions. 

Of the total tax benefits issued in 1998: 

• non-foreign, non-special needs adoptions constituted 623 

• International adoptions constituted 283. 

• Special needs adoption only constituted 93. 

Although there were 31,000 special needs adoptions in 1998 yet only 4,700 
(about 153) of which claimed and received tax benefits. 

Benefits by Adoption 
31,400 Non Foreign 

14,300 

4,700 

Conclusion: 

Non Special Needs 

Foreign 
Non Special Needs 

Non Foreign 
Special Needs 

.. According to estimates provided by the National Adoption 
Clearinghouse , costs for a non-foreign public agency adoption, including 
travel costs, range from zero to $2,500. The Clearinghouse reports that 
children placed by public agencies usually have been determined by the 
State to have special needs, and adoption expenses for these children up 
to $2,000 are eligible for reimbursement. Hence, unreimbursed adoption 
expenses for these children are often very low." - Dept. of Treasury Report, 
page 17. 



Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker 

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff. 

This marker identifies the place of a publication. 

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room. 
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Adoption Tax Credit Option Scores by CBO 

Score 1 (Credit included in Taxpayer Relief Act of 1999) 
5,000 flat credit non special needs 
10,000 flat credit special needs 
permanently extend non special needs 

do not adjust caps 
do not include international special needs 

2.596 billion over 10 

Score 2 ( Hope for Children Act) 
- $10,000 adoption tax credit per child for qualified adoption expenses; 
- The adoption tax credit is adjusted yearly for inflation; 
- The adoption tax credit would become permanent law B December 31, 2001 
sunset is repealed for non-special needs adoptions; 
- Full adoption tax credit for all adjusted gross incomes under $150,000. 
For incomes between $150,000 and $190,000, the tax credit will be reduced. 

4.9 billion over 10 

Score 3 
Increase special needs to 10,000 
delink it from expenses 
allow for international special needs to claim special needs credit 

300 million over 10 

Score 4 ( Adoption Opportunities Act ) 
increase special needs to 10,000 
delink it from expenses 
permanently extend it for non special needs 
adjust the income limitations 
allow for international special needs 

5.914 billion over 10 



106TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION S.2456 

II 

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the adoption credit 
to provide assistance to adoptive parents of special needs children, and 
for other purposes. 

IN THE SENArrE OF THE UNITED STATES 

AP1m, 25, 2000 

Ms. LANDKI!m introduced the following Lill; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee 011 Finanee 

A BILL 
rro amend the Internal Hevenue Code of 1986 to expand 

the adoption credit to provide assistance to adoptive par­

ents of special needs children, and for other purposes. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. EXPANSION OF ADOPl'ION CREDIT. 

4 (a) SPECW, NEEDS ADOPTION.-

5 (1) CREDIT AMOUNT.-Paragn1ph (1) of section 

6 23(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relat-

7 ing to allowance of credit) is amended to read as fol-

8 lows: 



2 

1 "(1) IN GENERAL.-In the case of an indi-

2 vidual, there shall be allowed as a credit against the 

3 tax imposed by this chapter-

4 "(A) in the case of a special needs adop-

5 tion, $10,000, or 

6 "(B) in the case of any other adoption, the 

7 amount of the qualified adoption expenses paid 

8 or incurred by the taxpayer.". 

9 (2) YEAR CREDIT ALLOWED.-Section 23(a)(2) 

10 of such Code (relating to year credit allowed) is 

11 amended by adding at the end the following new 

12 flush sentence: 

13 "In the case of a special needs adoption, the credit 

14 allowed under paragraph ( 1) shall be allowed for the 

15 ta."'Cable year in which the adoption becomes final.". 

16 (3) DOLLAR LIMITATION.-Section 23(b)(l) of 

17 such Code is amended-

18 (A) by striking "subsection (a)" and m-

19 serting "subsection (a)(l)(B)", and 

20 (B) by striking "($6,000, in the case of a 

21 child with special needs)". 

22 ( 4) DEFINITION OF SPECIAL NEEDS ADOP-

23 TION.-Section 23(cl) of such Code (relating to defi-

24 nitions) is amended by adding at the end the fol-

25 lowing new paragraph: 

•S 2456 IS 
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"(4) SPECIAL NEEDS ADOPTION.-The term 

'special needs adoption' means the final adoption of 

an individual during the taxable year who is an eligi­

ble child and who is a child with special needs.". 

( 5) DEFINITION OF CHILD WITH SPECIAL 

NEEDS.-Section 23(d)(3) of such Code (defining 

child with special needs) is amended to read as fol­

lows: 

"(3) CHILD WITH SPECIAL NEEDS.-The term 

'child with special needs' means any child if a State 

has determined that the child's ethnic background, 

age, membership in a minority or sibling gToups, 

medical condition or physical impairment, or emo­

tional handicap makes some form of adoption assist-

" ance necessary .. 

(b) INCREASE IN INCOME LIMITATIONS.-Section 

17 23(b)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating 

18 to income limitation) is amended-

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

•S 2456 IS 

( 1) in subparagTaph (A)-

(A) by striking "$75,000" and inse1ting 

"$63,550 ($105,950 in the case of a joint re-

turn)", and 

(B) by striking "$40,000" and inserting 

"the applicable amount", and 
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1 (2) by adding at the end the following new sub-

2 paragraph: 

3 "(C) APPJ .. ICABLE AMOUNT.-For purposes 

4 of subparagraph (A), the applicable amount, 

5 with respect to any taxpayer, for the taxable 

6 year shall be an amount equal to the excess 

7 of-

8 "(i) the maximum taxable income 

9 amount for the 31 percent bracket under 

10 the table contained in section 1 relating to 

11 such taxpayer and in effect for the taxable 

12 year, over 

13 "(ii) the dollar amount in effect with 

14 respect to the taxpayer for the taxable year 

15 under subparagraph (A)(i). 

16 "(D) COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT.-

17 "(i) IN GENERAL.-ln the case of a 

18 taxable year beginning after 2001, each 

19 dollar amount under subparagraph (A)(i) 

20 shall be increased by an amount equal to-

21 "(I) such dollar amount, multi-

22 plied by 

23 "(II) the cost-of-living adjust-

24 

25 

•S 2456 IS 

ment determined under section 

l(f )(3) for the calendar year in which 
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5 

6 

5 

the taxable year begins, determined by 

substituting 'calendar year 2000' for 

'calendar year 1992' in subparagraph 

(B) thereof. 

"(ii) ROUNDING RULES.-If any 

amount after adjustment under clause (i) 

7 is not a multiple of $1,000, such amount 

8 shall be rounded to the ne:A"t lower multiple 

9 of $1,000.". 

10 (c) ADOPTION CREDIT MADE PERMANENT.-Sub-

11 clauses (A) and (B) of section 23(d)(2) of the Internal 

12 Revenue Code of 1986 (defining eligible child) are amend-

13 ed to read as follows: 

14 "(A) who has not attained age 18, or 

15 "(B) who is physically or mentally incapa-

16 hie of caring for himself.". 

17 (d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.-

18 (1) Section 23(a)(2) of the Internal Revenue 

19 Code of 1986 is amended by striking "(1)" and in-

20 serting "(l)(B)". 

21 (2) Section 23(h)(3) of such Code is amended 

22 by striking "(a)" each place it appears and inserting 

23 "(a)( 1 )(B )". 

•S 2456 IS 
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1 (e) EFFECTIVE DATE.-The amendments made by 

2 this section shall apply to taxable years beginning after 

3 December 31, 2000. 

0 

•S 2456 IS 



L 

MARY L. LANDRIEU 
LOUISIANA 

hope you would be able to accoliHl&~~il lifS.v~llQtfowledge that you are limited by 
time and budget constraints. I assure ymtthat1!1m.~ooeief.these small and relatively inexpensive 
modifications will have a profound impact on the lives of children and families. 

l) Increase the special needs tax credit to $10,000 and "de-link" it from qualified adoption 
expenses. CBO score $300 million over 10 years. 

2) Permanently extend the non-special needs tax credit. Increase the special needs tax credit 
to $10,000 and "de-link" it from qualified adoption expenses. CBO score 2.596 billion over 
10 years. 

3) Increase the special needs tax credit to $10,000 and "de-link" it from qualified adoption 
expenses, permanently extend it for non special needs, adjust the income limitations and 
allow for international special needs. CBO score 5.914 billion over 10. 

With warmest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Mary L. Landrieu 
United States Senator 
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District of Columbia rental housing information for landlords, tenants real estate investors and 
property managers 

~OME 
I Your Membership Info I Renew Membership I Lost Usemame & Password I Add URL I URL Search I Add RHOL to Favorites! I 

l_s_e_le_c_t a_s_u_bj_e_ct_A_r_e_a ___ ...... ll_~ . I Select a State I RHOL Member Webs 

Improve your net income and your peace of mind. Join RHOL 

I wish I was as sure of anything as our mayor is of everything. - Larry Lick 

District of Columbia 
Rental Housing Information 

I 
Rental Housing Associations 

~ District Housing Programs 

i ; 11 
.... 

i Housing Subsidy Program Administrators 

I\ District Landlordffenant Law: ,Q:~'.-~Q_Q~~'. §§_4~_-:14_0_UQ_:J227, 
-2501 to -2593 

....._'--"',_. District Lead-Paint Law: DC Law 5-35, Residential property owners with 
children under eight years must keep the premises lead free. Authorizes the Housing Department to 

http://rhol.org/rental/DC.htm 10/4/00 
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order lead abatement within ten days and no more than 30 days. Permits a right of entry to and 
inspection of any residential property where there is reason to believe a lead hazard exists. Requires 
the Department to inform the owner and occupants of any lead hazards discovered. 

Landlord Tenant Law Summary 

• Application Fees: 
• When rent is due: .§ 
• Grace period: not addressed 
• Where rent is due: 
• Notice required to terminate or change month-to-month tenancy: D.C. Code Ann. § 

45-1402, 30 days 
• Notice to increase rent: D.C. Code Ann.§ 45-1402 
• Notice to quit for non-payment: D.C. Code Ann. § 45-2551, 30 days 
• Unconditional Quit Terminations: D.C. Code Ann. § 45-2551 (c), 30 days, Performing an 

illegal act within the rental unit. 
• Time to move out before landlord can file eviction: 30 days 
• Termination for lease violation: D.C. Code Ann. § 45-2551, 30 days 
• Notice to enter: No statute 
• Law prohibiting retaliation: D.C. Code Ann. § 45-2552, six months 
• Statute on Withholding: Javins v. First National Realty Corp., 428 F. 2d 1071 (D.C. Cir 

1970) 
• Statute on Repair and Deduct: No statute 
• Average time to complete eviction: 
• Security Deposit Law: D.C. Code Ann.§ 45-2527 and D.C. Mun. Regs. tit. 14, §§ 308-

31 Ii 
• Maximum Security Deposit: 
• Time allowed to return Security Deposit: 
• Late charges: 

~ Consumer Protection Offices 

Department of Consumer Information and Regulatory Affairs 
614 H Street NW, Room 1120 
Washington, DC 2000 I 
202-727-7170 Fax 202-727-8073 

Tenant Information Publication 

Tenant's Guide to Safe and Decent Housing 

[4] DISTRICT FAIR HOUSING AGENCIES 

Commission on Human Rights 
2000 14th Street NW 
Washington, DC 200009 
202-939-8740 

http :I /rho l.org/rental/DC. htm I 0/4/00 
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Environmental Laws Affecting Rental Housing 

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... , 

It is a good idea to include the following paragraphs: 

NOTICE: The Tenant is hereby advised and understands that the 
personal property of the Tenant is not insured by the Landlord for 
either damage or loss, and the Landlord assumes no liability for any 
such loss. The Tenant is advised that, if insurance coverage is desired by 
the Tenant, the Tenant should inquire of Tenant's insurance agent 
regarding a Renter's Policy of Insurance. 

Beginning September, 1996, landlords are required, by Federal law, 
to provide J_~;!_qQa!nt disclosure information to all present and future tenants. 
Leases or agreements must contain the following Lead Warning Statement: 

Housing built before 1978 may contain lead based paint. Lead from 
paint, paint chips, and dust can pose health hazards if not taken care of 
properly. Lead exposure is especially harmful to young children and 
pregnant women. Before renting pre-1978 housing, landlords must disclose 
the presence of known lead-based paint hazards in the dwelling. Tenants 
must also receive a Federally approved pamphlet on lead poisoning 
prevention. 

RETURN TO THE TOP OF THIS PAGE 

If you need more information, ~gst_yQ~_r_g!JJ!~~l9'1 and watch for an answer 

m:1:m•MM:Jlml Housing Updates llMM!Yiti l@M 
This site is best viewed at 800x600 resolution or higher. 

tl.~rn·~J:l~rn·s he>~JQ__g_f]ar19~_your monitor'.§_r:!'l...§Plution. 

Original content is© 1994-2000 by Corner:.sl_q.ne_Electronlg_S_~J:'liC~§.J,,L.C,. all rights reserved. 
Please read our ~g~I noti<:_e~_,_ Send questions or comments to webmaster, or admini~trC!.tor. 

Permission is granted to use information from our pages in rental housing association 
newsletters or Web sites, with email notification and provided the following notice is 
attached: 

This information was obtained from Rental Housing On Line, the Internet's most comprehensive 
landlord/tenant rental housing site, with information, law, forms, forums, live chat and vacancy 
listing service. Visit RHOL at: hJ1P .. ~//Yt.'V/W.,Itl_c:>l,()rg 

http://rhol.org/rental/DC.htm 10/4/00 
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Most recent revision 12/29/99 
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Security Deposit Law: D.C. Code Ann.§§ 45-2527 and D.C. Mun. Regs. tit. 14, §§§§ 308-

311 i 
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LSAT 2000-2001 Test Date Change Form 1-11 

Use this form to request a test date change. You may only request a change to another test date within the current testing year Oune 2000-
February 2001). However, those who register for the February 2001 test and are unable to take the test may request a change to a date In 
the next processing year. This form must be postmarked by the test date change deadline on the inside front cover of the LSATILSDAS 
Registration and Information Book forms postmarked after the deadline wlll be returned unprocessed. If you are requesting to change your 
test date to an earlier administration, your request must meet the regular registration postmark deadline for that earlier test date. Re­
questing a test date change in time to meet the appropriate postmark deadline will prevent the recording of an absentee notation on 
your file. Test date change requests are subject to space and test material availability and, consequently, cannot be guaranteed. You must 
return your admission ticket with this completed form. 

~L-a-st~N,..,--am-e~(=F-am--,il~y-o-r~S~u-r-n-am-e~)--------------,,,F-ir-st~N,..,--am-e-(-G-iv-e-n~)----------~M-.~1.--------

Date of Birth 
Month/Day/Year 

Social Security/Social Insurance Number 

Street Address or P.O. Box: include apartment number, If applicable 

City State/Province 

D Note: Please check if new address. 

Phone Number 

U.S. Zip/Postal Code Country 

m Previous Test Date: 

--June 12, 2000 -- Oct. 7. 2000 

Saturday Sabbath Observers (see page 4, Saturday Sabbath Observers) 

--Oct. II, 2000 -- Dec. 4. 2000 --Feb. 12. 2001 
--Dec. 2, 2000 -- Feb. 10. 2001 
Check the one test date for which you were registered. 

II ChangeTo: Saturday Sabbath Observer (see page 4, Saturday Sabbath Observers) 

__ June 12, 2000 
--Dec. 2. 2000 
First-choice center 

__ Oct. 7. 2000 
-- Feb. 10, 2001 

__ Oct. 11, 2000 __ Dec. 4. 2000 __ Feb. 12. 2001 

Second-choice center 
number and location ------------- number and location------------------

m Test Date Change Fee: $28 Amount S 

Enclose check or money order In U.S. dollars made payable to LSAC 
OR charge: 0 VISA 0 MasterCard 0 DISCOVER 0 American Express 

VISA/MasterCard/DISCOVER/ AmerlcanExpress account number Exp.Date 
(Month/Year) 

Mail this completed form to: LSAC, Test Date Change Request. Box 2000-T. Newtown, PA 18940-0995 
A. Complete identifying information. 
B. Check the test date for which you were registered. 

Note A candidate who receives a fee 
waiver for the February 200 I LSA T 
cannot transfer the waiver to the next 
processing year. 

C. Check the new test date you are requesting. Indicate first and second test center choices for your new test date. (Refer to the test center 
code list in Appendixes C and D. If the test centers you designate on this form are filled or closed for the desired date. you will be 
assigned to the nearest open center.) 

D. Include a $28 check or money order made payable to LSAC or enter a VISA. MasterCard, DISCOVER. or American Express 
account number and the card's expiration date. Indicate your Social Security number on your check or money order. 

Important Read the following statement. Sign your name and enter the date. If the statement is not signed and dated. delays in processing may result and a reporting 
hold will be placed on your file. Law School Admisslon Council (LSAC) will not process this form if this statement has been modified or altered in any way. 

I authorize LSAC to process the test date change requested above. I certify that I have read the 2000-2001 LSATILSDAS Registration 
and Information Book and am aware that my test date change request will be processed in accordance with published policies. If paying by 
credit card. I warrant that I am authorized to make charges to the account I have identified and authorize LSAC to make the 
appropriate charges. 

Signature Date 

Do not send cash or foreign currency. If no test date and/or test center is indicated, you will be assigned to the next available test date and/or to the 
previously assigned test center. 


