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Michael Cohen 
02 /12 /97 07 :45 :33 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Leanne I. Johnson/WHO/EOP 

cc: 

Subject: Re: General Education form letter | £ 

Excellent job! 



Record Type: Record 

To: Michael Cohen/OPD/EOP 

cc: 

Subject: General Education form letter 

Hi Mike, 

Following is this draft. I've basically revamped our old form letter (it was much more general and 
did not mention the internet or his focus for the 2nd term). The language directly from the State of 
the Union address, the Inaugural address, and his 2/8 Radio address. Please let me know what you 
think. Thanks! 

DRAFT 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts about education in America. 

As we prepare to face the challenges of the next century, our 
commitment to education must remain strong. Ensuring that every 
American has the best education in the world is the number one 
priority of my second term. We must work together to ensure that 
every 8-year-old is able to read; every 12-year-old is able to 
log on to the Internet; every 18-year-old is able to go to 
college; and every adult American is able to keep on learning for 
a lifetime. My 1998 balanced budget proposal commits an 
unprecedented $51 billion to these goals. 

I firmly believe that the purpose of education is to expand 
opportunities and to give our children the tools they need to 
make the most of their God-given potential. That is why my plan 
calls for world-class standards for students, teachers and 
schools, expanding Head Start, rebuilding crumbling schools, 
emphasizing character education, giving parents the power to 
choose the right public school for their children, opening the 
doors of college wider than ever before, and ensuring that 
workers can learn and earn for a lifetime. To give our children 
the best education we must help them to harness the powerful 
forces of technology. Every student, from those in the most 
isolated rural towns to those in the poorest inner-city schools, 
must have the same access to the vast universe of knowledge 
available on the Internet. 

Government must work in partnership with educators, 
administrators, community leaders, and parents to achieve these 
goals. Our success in boosting wages and strengthening our 
nation's economy depends on the skill and education of our 
people. The work we are doing now is a valuable investment in 



the future of our country. 

I appreciate knowing your views as we continue our efforts to 
foster excellence in American education. 



Thank you f o r sharing your thoughts about education i n America. 

I am pleased that our nation's commitment to education has 
stood f i r m . Education i s the key to success i n today's economy, and 
I am glad t h a t my commitment to renewing educational o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
at a l l l e v e l s i s supported i n the f i s c a l 1997 appropriations. 
Congress has restored c r i t i c a l educational programs at a l e v e l that 
i s 15 percent greater than that of f i s c a l 1996. The r e s u l t i s a 
plan f o r f i s c a l 1997 that continues our work to improve education, 
while keeping the d e f i c i t on a downward path. 

Government must work i n partnership w i t h educators, 
administrators, community leaders, and parents to set tough academic 
standards and encourage l i f e l o n g learning f o r a l l Americans. Our 
success i n boosting wages and strengthening our nation's economy 
depends on the s k i l l and education of our people. The work we are 
doing now i s a valuable investment i n the f u t u r e of our country. 

I appreciate knowing your views as we continue our e f f o r t s to 
f o s t e r excellence i n American education. 
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slr/draft/p-324gened.lij 
proposed language for P-324 General Education 
Language approved by f^j(KA d^Aje^ Z-f'*-/'? 7* 
Leanne Johnson 

Thank you f o r sharing your thoughts about education i n America. 

As we prepare t o face the challenges of the next century, our 
commitment t o education must remain strong. Ensuring t h a t every 
American has the best education i n the world i s the number one 
p r i o r i t y of my second term. We must work together t o ensure t h a t 
every (§}-year-old i s able t o read; every @-year-old i s able t o 
log on t o the I n t e r n e t ; every (T^-year-old i s able t o go t o 
c o l l e g e ; and every a d u l t American i s able t o keep on l e a r n i n g f o r 
a l i f e t i m e . My 1998 balanced budget proposal commits an 
unprecedented $51 b i l l i o n t o these goals. 

I f i r m l y b e lieve t h a t the purpose of education i s t o expand 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s and t o give our c h i l d r e n the t o o l s they need t o 
make the most of t h e i r God-given p o t e n t i a l . That i s why my plan 
c a l l s f o r world-class standards f o r students, teachers.and 
schools^ expanding Head S t a r t ' r e b u i l d i n g crumbling schools^* 
"emphasizing character education: g i v i n g parents the power t o 
choose the r i g h t p u b l i c school f o r t h e i r children^' opening the 
doors of college wider than ever before^ and ensuring t h a t 
workers can l e a r n and earn f o r a l i f e t i m e . To give our c h i l d r e n 
_Lhe best educatioruwe must help them t o harness the powerful 
forces of technology. Every student, from those i n the most 
i s o l a t e d r u r a l towns t o those i n the poorest i n n e r - c i t y schools, 
must have the same access t o the vast universe of knowledge 
a v a i l a b l e on the I n t e r n e t . 

Government must work i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h educators, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , community leaders, and parents t o achieve these 
goals. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening our 
nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people. The work we are doing now i s a valuable investment i n 
the f u t u r e of our country. 

I appreciate knowing your views as we continue our e f f o r t s t o 
f o s t e r excellence i n American education. 
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Message 

The f o l l o w i n g P r e s i d e n t i a l L e t t e r i s on HOLD. 

<Pt372.4^- General Education 

The Following P r e s i d e n t i a l L e t t e r i s no longer on HOLD. 

P-514hrc -- Defense Conversion (HRC VERSION) 

The Master Form L e t t e r Index has been UPDATED. 

Post Date: 01/28/1997 
Post Time: 12:19PM 
Expires..: 02/12/1997 
Type : MAIL 
Hold : N 
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Subject: p-324 General Education 
Please put t h i s l e t t e r on hold. 

From.... 
Post Date: 
Post Time 
Expires.. 

LEANNEJ 
01/28/1997 
11:43AM 
02/12/1997 

Type : MAIL Status: R 
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Subject: P-201; P-324; P-343; P-345; P-401 
Message 

The f o l l o w i n g P r e s i d e n t i a l L e t t e r s have been RELEASED: 

-201 -- Pension Funds 
P-324 -- General Education 
P-343 -- POTUS P o s i t i o n re Tobacco/Teenage Smoking 
P-345 -- English as O f f i c i a l Language of U.S. 
P-401 -- Mental Health Coverage 

The Master Form L e t t e r Index has been updated. 
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P-324 GENERAL EDUCATION 

T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 30, 1996 

Mr. John M. Doe 
T i t l e 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 

Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you for sharing your thoughts about education i n 

America. 

I am pleased that our nation's commitment to education has 
stood firm. Education i s the key to success i n today's economy, 
and I am glad that my commitment to renewing educational 
opportunities at a l l levels i s supported i n the f i s c a l 1997 
appropriations. Congress has restored c r i t i c a l educational 
programs at a level that i s 15 percent greater than that of 
f i s c a l 1996. The resu l t i s a plan for f i s c a l 1997 that continues 
our work to improve education, while keeping the d e f i c i t on a 
downward path. 

Government must work i n partnership with educators, 
administrators, community leaders, and parents to set tough 
academic standards and encourage l i f e l o n g learning for a l l 
Americans. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening 
our nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people. The work we are doing now i s a valuable investment i n 
the future of our country. 

I appreciate knowing your views as we continue our e f f o r t s 
to foster excellence i n American education. 

Since re ly , 

(10/30/96) 



P-324 GENERAL EDUCATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE l o j ^ H / ' f k 

WASHINGTON 

October 8, 1996 

Mr. John M. Doe 
T i t l e 
Organization 
Business A d r l 
Business Adr2 

Business C i t y , BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you f o r sharing your thoughts about education i n 

America. 

I am pleased t h a t our nation's commitment t o education has 
stood f i r m . Education i s the key t o success i n today's economy, 
and I am glad t h a t my commitment to renewing educational 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s at a l l l e v e l s i s supported i n the f i s c a l 1997 
ap p r o p r i a t i o n s . Congress has restored c r i t i c a l educational 
programs at a l e v e l t h a t i s 15 percent greater than t h a t of 
f i s c a l 1996. The r e s u l t i s a plan f o r f i s c a l 1997 t h a t continues 
our work t o improve education, while keeping the d e f i c i t on a 
downward path. 

Government must work i n part n e r s h i p w i t h educators, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , community leaders, and parents t o set tough 
academic standards and encourage l i f e l o n g l e a r n i n g f o r a l l 
Americans. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening 
our nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people. The work we are doing now i s a valuable investment i n 
the f u t u r e of our country. 

/-N I appreciate knowing your views astd—1 nnk f-nrwarri t o y o w ^ ' 
Vhelp as we continue our e f f o r t s t o f o s t e r excellence i n American 

education. 

Sincerely, 

(10/8/96) 



E X E C U T I V E O F F I C E OF T H E P R E S I D E N T 

17-Oct-1996 05:51pm 

TO: Leanne I . Johnson 

FROM: Michael Cohen 
Domestic Policy Council 

SUBJECT: RE: General Education Form l e t t e r 

Looks ok t o me. 



E X E C U T I V E O F F I C E OF T H E P R E S I D E N T 

17-Oct-1996 04:49pm 

TO: Michael Cohen 

FROM: Leanne I . Johnson 

P r e s i d e n t i a l Correspondence 

SUBJECT: General Education Form l e t t e r 

Hi Mike, 

Could you please take a look at the f o l l o w i n g language? I t i s f o r our general 
education form l e t t e r which goes out t o regular c o n s t i t u e n t s . I t s already been 
cleared through OMB Ed branch. I'd appreciate any edits/suggestions you might 
have. Thanks! 

******* 

ik you f o r sharing your thoughts about education i n 
America. 

I am pleased t h a t our nation's commitment t o education has 
stood f i r m . Education i s the key t o success i n today's economy, 
and I am glad t h a t my commitment t o renewing educational 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s at a l l l e v e l s i s supported i n the f i s c a l 1997 
app r o p r i a t i o n s . Congress has restored c r i t i c a l educational 
programs at a l e v e l t h a t i s 15 percent greater than t h a t of 
f i s c a l 1996. The r e s u l t i s a plan f o r f i s c a l 1997 t h a t continues 
our work t o improve education, while keeping the d e f i c i t on a 
downward path. 

Government must work i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h educators, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , community leaders, and parents t o set tough 
academic standards and encourage l i f e l o n g l e a r n i n g f o r a l l 
Americans. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening 
our nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people. The work we are doing now i s a valuable investment i n 
the f u t u r e of our country. 

I appreciate knowing your views and look forward t o your 
help as we continue our e f f o r t s t o f o s t e r excellence i n American 

sation. 



Proposed language for p-324 General Education form l e t t e r . 
Approved by L i s a F a i r h a l l (OMB Human Resources Acting Ed. Branch 
Chief) 10/2/96 
u/texts/slr/draft/p-324.1ij j ^ j ^ tf^jtU ^ ' / ^ J T V 

•———£L_ of 
Thank you f o r sharing your thoughts about education i n America. \ 

I am pleased t h a t our nation's commitment t o education has stood 
f i r m . Education i s the key t o success i n today's economy, and I 
am glad t h a t my commitment t o renewing educational o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
at a l l l e v e l s i s supported i n the f i s c a l 1997 appropriations_ :_______ 
Congress has restored c r i t i c a l educational programs at a ^ E i f ^ e i t t T 

-^pe-reent—tncre-a^'e—over—f-irsea-l—1-9-9-6—le-veie . The result is a plan 
for fiscal 1997 that continues our work to improve education, 
while keeping the deficit on a downward path. -nrrrn^rm* 

Government must work i n partnership w i t h educators, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , community leaders, and parents t o set tough 
academic standards and encourage l i f e l o n g l e a r n i n g f o r a l l 
Americans. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening 
our nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people, " ^ u r — w o r k — i s a valuable investment i n the f u t u r e of 
our country. 

I appreciate knowing your views and look forward t o your help as 
we continue our e f f o r t s t o f o s t e r excellence i n American 
education. 



E X E C U T I V E O F F I C E OF T H E P R E S I D E N T 

02-Oct-1996 02:57pm 

TO: 

FROM: 

JOHNSON_L 

Lisa B. F a i r h a l l 

SUBJECT: Re: General Education form language 

Message Creation Date was at 2-OCT-1996 14:55:00 

I t looks b a s i c a l l y okay. A few comments: 

SEcond paragraph, f o u r t h l i n e -- r e f e r t o the FY 1997 a p p r o p r i a t i o n s , not the 
budget. I t was the appropriations b i l l s t h a t were j u s t enacted, t o fund the 
government a c t i v i t i e s . 

And f o r Education, the FY 1997 enacted l e v e l was about $3.5 b i l l i o n above the 
FY 1996 l e v e l -- a 15 percent increase -- (not j u s t "near or above"). 

Let me know i f you have any questions. 



E X E C U T I V E O F F I C E 0 F T H E P R E S I D E N T 

02-Oct -1996 11:14am 

TO: 

FROM: 

Lisa B. F a i r h a l l 

Leanne Johnson 
P r e s i d e n t i a l Correspondence 

SUBJECT: General Education form language 

Hi Lisa, 

Could you review the f o l l o w i n g language. I t i s our General Education form 
l e t t e r and i t had t o be updated t o r e f l e c t the 1997 budget. Thanks so much. 

Thank you f o r sharing your thoughts about education i n America. 

•

pleased 
Educat 

la d t h a t 
at a l l l e v e l s 
has r estored 
above f i s c a l 
t h a t continue 
d e f i c i t on a 

t h a t our nation's commitment t o education has stood 
io n i s the key t o success i n today's economy, and I 
my commitment t o renewing educational o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
i s supported i n the f i s c a l 1997 budget. Congress 

c r i t i c a l educational programs w i t h funding near or 
1996 l e v e l s . The r e s u l t i s a plan f o r f i s c a l 1997 
s our work t o improve education, while keeping the 
downward path. 

Government must work i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h educators, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , community leaders, and parents t o set tough 
academic standards and encourage l i f e l o n g l e a r n i n g f o r a l l 
Americans. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening 
our nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people. Our work now i s a valuable investment i n the f u t u r e of 
our country. 

I appreciate knowing your views and look forward t o your help as 
we continue our e f f o r t s t o f o s t e r excellence i n American 
education. 

W 



Thank you f o r sharing your thoughts about education i n 
America. 

Our country faced d i f f i c u l t choices i n recent months as we 
worked t o put our f i s c a l house i n order. But our commitment t o 
education has stood f i r m throughout the budget debate. Education 
i s the key t o success i n today's economy, and I am glad t h a t 
Congress re s t o r e d c r i t i c a l educational programs w i t h funding near 
or above f i s c a l 1995 l e v e l s . The r e s u l t i s a plan f o r f i s c a l 
1996 t h a t continues our work t o improve education, while keeping 
the d e f i c i t on a downward path. 

Government must work i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h educators, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , community leaders, and parents t o set tough 
academic standards and encourage l i f e l o n g l e a r n i n g f o r a l l 
Americans. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening 
our nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people. Our work now i s a valuable investment i n the f u t u r e of 
our country. 

I appreciate knowing your views and look forward t o your 
help as we continue our e f f o r t s t o f o s t e r excellence i n American 
education. 
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The f o l l o w i n g P r e s i d e n t i a l L e t t e r i s on HOLD: 

P-324 -- General Education 

The Master Form L e t t e r Index has been updated. 



SCREEN COPY FOR USER GLORIAC PRINTED ON 10:23:31 Oct 01 1996 

Per 

S t a r t Search 

Edited.. 
01/03/96 
05/08/96 
01/05/96 
08/02/94 
04/16/96 
08/09/96 
09/19/96 
07/05/96 
09/05/96 
07/05/96 
01/05/96 
05/10/96 

Owne 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 
shar 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 

Text.Name 
Descriptn 

Envelope. 
Opening.. 
Closing.. 
Enclosure 

Num Pages 
Owner.... 
Access... 
Created.. 
Edited... 
Last Used 
Volume... 
Env/Label 
On Hold.. 
R e s t r i c t . 

Text.Information. 
ma/robo/p/p-324 
GENERAL EDUCATION 

normal.env 
p.xlong.open 
p.basic.close 

g l o r i a c 
GROUP 
05-10-96 
07-05-96 
09-20-96 
1353 
E 
Y 10/01/19 
N 

Subjects 
EDUCATION Education- general 

.Using.Descriptions 

PUT ON HOLD PER TELEPHONE CALL TO LEANNE JOHNSON (FROM MARYLOU MADDOX) TO 
UPDATE RE 97 BUDGET THE PRESIDENT JUST SIGNED. 10/1/96 



SCREEN COPY FOR USER GLORIAC PRINTED ON 08:01:22 J u l 09 1996 

3284 Send. Mail. Message, 

ADAMS 
ALICEP 
AMANDAD 
ANNAW 
ANNIES 

Post Date 
Post Time 
Expires.. 
Type 
Hold 

07/09/1996 
07:58AM 
07/24/1996 
MAIL 
N 

Subject: P-324; P-324b 
Message 

The f o l l o w i n g P r e s i d e n t i a l L e t t e r s have been RELEASED: 

P-324 -- General Education 
P-324b -- Education Plan/Goals 2000 

The Master Form L e t t e r Index has been updated. 



SCREEN COPY FOR USER GLORIAC PRINTED ON 07:49:10 J u l 0 9 19 96 

Per 

S t a r t Search 

Edited.. 
01/05/96 
07/26/94 
09/11/95 
01/05/96 
09/05/95 
01/03/96 
05/08/96 
01/05/96 
08/02/94 
04/16/96 
07/03/96 
07/05/96 

Owne 
g l o r 
mary 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 
g l o r 

Text.Name 
Descriptn 

Envelope. 
Opening.. 
Closing.. 
Enclosure 

Num Pages 
Owner.... 
Access... 
Created.. 
Edited... 
Last Used 
Volume... 
Env/Label 
On Hold.. 
R e s t r i c t . 

Text.Information. 
ma/robo/p/p-3 24 
GENERAL EDUCATION 

normal.env 
p.xlong.open 
p.basic.close 

g l o r i a c 
GROUP 
05-10-96 
07-05-96 

E 
N 
N 

Subjects 
EDUCATION Education- general 

.Using.Descriptions 



Form Letter Trackin 

f;1llPLM Writer Lza^Vno {Jzt^w&r^ j ^ J E 

is s 

LLA Hold/Created 

liiSlisiil 
LLA Assigned 

' iK l l i i l 

(PLM) Referred for Clearance 
illlililllil;!'!! Clearance Rec/Final Sub 

: " 
LLA To Review 

WM JS ]iIteYi^e&iii;;^ 
lilsliSSi 

iNloll;!;: LLA To Mail Analysis 
(MA) HEnfere&i||||||liH^ 

LLA To Director :%•.•:•:-:•>>.•• 
: :_K-;: - : : . ; 

JD/JM Final Director's Approval 
iJjSfiK LLA To Jim for West Wing 

(WW) West Wing Approval ^ 

MH To Mail Analysis for Activiation 

i l l i l 
M l 

(MA) liiKSHHllIlP 

Date Initial 

I Z = I czi 
c ] 1 = 1 
I -h^V 

um m. 
mi 

51 iO 

[ ] 

i i i i - i p i i s p i i ^ 

;;>ii!| 

•l;.\l-:-?i?? 

:i;!i;iss 

111 
::?i::i:l 



P-324 GENERAL EDUCATION 

T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

J u l y 5, 1996 

Mr. John M. Doe 
T i t l e 
Organization 
Business A d r l 
Business Adr2 

Business C i t y , BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 

Thank you f o r sharing your thoughts about education i n 
America. 

Our country faced d i f f i c u l t choices i n recent months as we 
worked t o put our f i s c a l house i n order. But our commitment t o 
education has stood f i r m throughout the budget debate. Education 
i s the key t o success i n today's economy, and I am glad t h a t 
Congress restored c r i t i c a l educational programs w i t h funding near 
or above f i s c a l 1995 l e v e l s . The r e s u l t i s a plan f o r f i s c a l 
1996 t h a t continues our work t o improve education, while keeping 
the d e f i c i t on a downward path. 

Government must work i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h educators, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , community leaders, and parents t o set tough 
academic standards and encourage l i f e l o n g l e a r n i n g f o r a l l 
Americans. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening 
our nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people. Our work now i s a valuable investment i n the f u t u r e of 
our country. 

I appreciate knowing your views and look forward t o your 
help as we continue our e f f o r t s t o f o s t e r excellence i n American 
education. 

Sincerely, 

(7/5/96) 



P-324 GENERAL EDUCATION 

T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 10, 1996 

Mr. John M. Doe 
T i t l e 
Organization 
Business A d r l 
Business Adr2 

Business C i t y , BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you f o r sharing your thoughts about education i n 

America. 

Our country faced d i f f i c u l t choices i n recent months as we 
worked t o put our f i s c a l house i n order. But our commitment t o 
education has stood f i r m throughout the budget debate. Education 
i s the key t o success i n today's economy, and I am glad t h a t 
Congress re s t o r e d c r i t i c a l educational programs w i t h funding near 
or above f i s c a l 1995 l e v e l s . The r e s u l t i s a plan f o r f i s c a l 
1996 t h a t continues our work t o improve educations-while keeping 
the d e f i c i t on a downward path. 

Government must work i n part n e r s h i p w i t h educators, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , community leaders, and parents t o set tough 
academic standards and encourage l i f e l o n g l e a r n i n g f o r a l l 
Americans. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening 
our nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people. Our work now i s a valuable investment i n the f u t u r e of 
our country. 

I appreciate knowing your views and look forward t o your 
help as we continue our e f f o r t s t o f o s t e r excellence i n American 
education. 

Sincerely, 

(5/10/96) 



Thank you f o r sharing your thoughts about education i n 
America. 

Our country faces d i f f l e t f l t choices i f l ^ t h e months ah^ati 
we work t o ^ p l i t our f i s c a ^ f i o u s e i n or^jsr . But our comjnifinent 
educatiopr^must stand at r ^ o l u t e l y fi^nT Education 
success i n today'seconomy, and/i s t r o n g l y disag; 
i n Congress who s^ek t o balai^ze the budget by o u t t i n q support f o r 
education and b r a i n i n g i n i t i a t i v e s . 

Government must work i n par t n e r s h i p w i t h educators, 4cuC<ks 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , community leaders, and parents t o set wea?ld-a • J 

^CLc/e>MjC«i*ss^-standards and encourage l i f e l o n g l e a r n i n g f o r a l l 
Americans. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening 
our nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people. Our work now i s a valuable investment i n the f u t u r e of 
our country. 

I appreciate knowing your views and look forward t o your 
help as we continue our e f f o r t s t o f o s t e r excellence i n American 
education. 
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educational programs s ^ ^ s t t w ^ ^ m ^ ^ 
near or above f i s c a l 1995 l e v e l s while keeping the d e f i c i t on a 
downward path. \ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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E X E C U T I V E O F P I C E O F T H E P R E S I D E N T 

29-Apr-l996 04:22pm 

TO: 

FROM: 

Lisa B. F a i r h a l l 

Leanne Johnson 
Presidential Correspondence 

SUBJECT: Form l e t t e r updates 

Hi Lisa, 

I am not sure that you are the person who handles t h i s . Please l e t me know. 
The foll o w i n g are several form l e t t e r s that I think need updating because of 
recent events. They a l l have to do with educational funding. Please make any 
recommendations/changes/deletione/additions. Thanks for your help. 

** + * * + * * * • * * * * * * * * + * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * 

RAL EDUCATION form l e t t e r : 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts about education i n 
America. 

Our country faces d i f f i c u l t choices i n the months ahead as 
we work to put our f i s c a l house i n order. But our commitment to 
education must stand absolutely f i r m . Education i s the key to 
success i n today's economy, and I strongly disagree with those 
in Congress who seek to balance the budget by cu t t i n g support f o r 
education and t r a i n i n g i n i t i a t i v e s . 

Government must work i n partnership with educators, 
administrators, community leaders, and parents to set •weriek-T^l* 
eidee standards and encourage l i f e l o n g learning for a l l ^ 
Americans. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening 
our nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people. Our work now i s a valuable investment i n the future of 
our country. 

I appreciate knowing your views and look forward to your 
help as we continue our e f f o r t s to foster excellence i n American 
education. 

uld replace"the 2nd paragraph with the following: 

Our country has faced d i f f i c u l t choices i n getting i t s f i s c a l house i n order, 
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BvIT our commitment to education rer 
in today'8 economy and I am glad t l 
preserve our investment i n aducati 
educational programs•• - among my hi< 
1995 levels while keeping the d e f i c i t on a downward path. 

ins firm. Education i s the key to success 
at working together we hava been able to 
n. Congress nas restored c r i t i c a l 
st p r i o r i t i e s / t o levels ^pml or above f i s c a l 

r ****** 

oughts about the Impact 

IMPACT AID form l e t t e r 

Thank you for your sharing your 
Aid program. 

Impact Aid i s an important /source of basic education funding 
for many school d i s t r i c t s acrosi the country. While improvements 
were made to the program i n thejreauthorization of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act, they do not go f a r enough toward the 
reform that Secretary of Education Riley and I have proposed. 

The reauthorization continues Impact Aid payments to school 
d i s t r i c t s on behalf of children whose families already pay the 
state and loc a l taxes necessary to finance t h e i r education. This 
action does not r e f l e c t the urgent need to streamline the program 
and to reduce the federal budget d e f i c i t , a top p r i o r i t y for my 

knistration. /.TCfiAidU^ «€ wU-fitr DM ff tptrh iiuKdL-S thAd* * ^6 

Additionally, Congress continued payments to school 
districts from which th; federal government has removed a portion 
"of the taxable property,, The National Performance Review 
recommended the elimination of this aspect of the Impact 
Aid Program, a recommendation I support. Only school districts 
that are truly deprived of substantial revenue as a result of 
federal activity should continue to receive compensation through 
Impact Aid payments on behalf of children whose parents both work 
and live on federal property^;^ *or M l f f f l t« 

I hope you w i l l support my e f f o r t s to improve the management 
and effectiveness of federal education programs. Your 
involvement i s v i t a l as we continue our work to foster excellence 
in education. 

****** 

GOALS 2000 form l e t t e r : 

Thank you for sharing your views. In 1994 I was proud to 

t into law the Goals 2000: Educate America Act. Now, for the 
t time in our nation's history, every child in every school 
ss the country can look forward to meeting a new Amcyican hij^/ CtfodsnttC. 

standard^ |r *m,„,,h i f a ^ , { a ^ ^ J ^ c h fajfeK »vi}f <«Uu*-
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genera 
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Working 

\ 

orm l e t t e r : 0 c !-> « 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts about funding f o r 
1-oan programs. I appreciate your concern about recent 

proposals that threaten to erode f i n a n c i a l aid benefits. 

My Administration i s committed to making college education 
accessible to American students and t h e i r families. Through the 
National and Community Service Act, Pell Grants, work-study and 
competitive grant programs, and the new Federal Direct Student 
Loan Program, we are providing e f f e c t i v e f i n a n c i a l support to 
e l i g i b l e students across the country. 

I am working hard to protect the in-school interest subsidy, 
the Federal TRIO programs, and the many other i n i t i a t i v e s that 
have empowered so many American students. In addition, my 
Administration supports substantial increases i n the maximum Pell 
Grant award and an increase over 1995 levels i n funds available 
for grants, loans, and work-study opportunities. 

As we work to make the dream of a college education a 
r e a l i t y f o r more Americans, I look forward to your continued' 
involvement. 

n • •0. 

1 1 bt>ti 

f"/«/-*' i r ,(' 

A;// (/ 

«osed changes : 

inate 2nd eentenc of 1st paragraph. 

Change 3rd paragraph to say: 



1D:202'395-A8?5 
B EDUCATION 

^^ve eigned H.R. 3019 which eneures that colleges, universities, and 
rocational schools can continue to choose the Federal student loan program 
>ithar the new Federal Direct Student Loan Program or the bank-based guaranteed 
jtvttriet loan program that best serves the needs of their students and ensures 
:hatytheir students have access to the moat flexible student loan repayment 
revisions. 

fhanks for your help with this. I look forward to your response. 

?.S. Who is the OMB person that deals with funding for public broadcasting? 
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E X E C U T I V E O F F I C E O F T H E P R E S I D E N T 

08-May-1996 11:26am 

TO: 

FROM: 

Leanne Johnson 

Lisa B. Fa i r h a l l 
Office of Mgmt and Budget, HRD 

SUBJECT: RE: Form l e t t e r updates 

Sorry i t has taken me so long to get back to you. The ED branch 
has some recommended edits -- can I fax them to you? What i s your 
fax number? 

Thanks. 



E X E C U T I V E O F F I C E O F T H E P R E S I D E N T 

29-Apr-1996 05:27pm 

TO: Leanne Johnson 

FROM: Lisa B. F a i r h a l l 
Office of Mgmt and Budget, HRD 

SUBJECT: RE: Form l e t t e r updates 

The Education branch w i l l take a look at the d r a f t l e t t e r s and get 
back to you i n the next day or so. 

I am sorry - - I don't know who examines the Corporation f o r Public 
Broadcasting. You might want to t r y the Commerce Branch --
5-3025. 
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P-324 -- General Education 
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P-324 GENERAL EDUCATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

J u l y 21, 1995 

Mr. John M. Doe 
T i t l e 
Organization 
Business A d r l 
Business Adr2 

Business C i t y , BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you f o r sharing your thoughts about education i n 

America. 

Our country faces d i f f i c u l t choices i n the months ahead as 
we work t o put our f i s c a l house i n order. But our commitment t o 
education must stand a b s o l u t e l y f i r m . Education i s the key t o 
success i n today's economy, and I s t r o n g l y disagree w i t h those 
i n Congress who seek t o balance the budget by c u t t i n g support f o r 
education and t r a i n i n g i n i t i a t i v e s . 

Government must work i n pa r t n e r s h i p w i t h educators, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , community leaders, and parents t o set world-
class standards and encourage l i f e l o n g l e a r n i n g f o r a l l 
Americans. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening 
our nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people. Our work now i s a valuable investment i n the f u t u r e of 
our country. 

i 

I appreciate knowing your views and look forward t o your 
help as we continue our e f f o r t s to f o s t e r excellence i n American 
education. 

Sincerely, 

(7-20-95) 



P-324 GENERAL EDUCATION 

THE W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

J u l y 20, 1995 ^ 

Mr. John M. Doe 
T i t l e 
Organization 
Business A d r l 
Business Adr2 

Business C i t y , BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you f o r sharing your thoughts about education i n 

America. 

Our country faces d i f f i c u l t choices i n the months ahead as 
we work t o put our f i s c a l house i n order. But our commitment t o 
education must stand a b s o l u t e l y f i r m . Education i s the key t o 
success i n today's economy, and I s t r o n g l y disagree w i t h those 
i n Congress who seek t o balance the budget by c u t t i n g support f o r 
education and t r a i n i n g i n i t i a t i v e s . 

Government must work i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h educators, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , community leaders, and parents t o set world-
class standards and encourage l i f e l o n g l e a r n i n g f o r a l l 
Americans. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening 
our nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people. Our work now i s a valuable investment i n the f u t u r e of 
our country. 

I appreciate knowing your views and look forward t o your 
help as we continue our e f f o r t s t o f o s t e r excellence i n American 
education. 

Sincerely, 

(7-20-95) 



P-324 GENERAL EDUCATION 

J u l y 6 , 1995 

THE W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

0 

Mr. John M. Doe 
T i t l e 
Organization 
Business A d r l 
Business Adr2 

Business C i t y , BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 

Thank you f o r sharing your thoughts about education i n 
AlIierica- f ^ ^ r ^ ^ 

Our country faces d i f f i c u l t chbdces iry^the months ahead as 
we work t o put our f i s c a l house i n order. /But our commitment t o 
education must stand absolutely f i r m , ^gducafeicm i s the key t o 
success i n today's economy, and I s t r o n g l y disagree w i t h those 
i n Congress who seek ^balance the budget by c u t t i n g support f o r 
high--quality ochooj.s/and t r a i n i n g i n i t i a t i v e s . 

Government must work i n pa r t n e r s h i p w i t h educators, 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , community leaders, and parents t o set world-
class standards and encourage l i f e l o n g l e a r n i n g f o r a l l 
Americans. Our success i n boosting wages and strengthening 
our nation's economy depends on the s k i l l and education of our 
people. Our work now i s a valuable investment i n the f u t u r e of 
our country. , 

I appreciate knowing your views and l o 
help ^ i f t - f ostertitto excellence i n American education. 

Sincerely, 

(7/6/95) 



Proposed revision to p-324 
Cleared by Gaynor McCown, DPC 
Julia f. Bator slr/draft/ed.form 

Thank you for -senehi-nef-me your thoughts 
America. 

education in 

Our country faces d i f f i c u l t choices i n the months ahead as we 
work t o put our f i s c a l house i n order. But our commitment to 
education must.stand absolutely f i r m . Education i s the key to 
success i n -tSS-^fe economy^and I strongly disagree with those i n 
Congress who se^k balance the budget by c u t t i n g support for high-
q u a l i t y schools and t r a i n i n g i n i t i a t i v e s . 

^cLovernment (fflŜ )wor]«in partnership with educators, 
"Sdministrators, comimnity leaders, and parents t o set world-
class standards and encourage l i f e l o n g learning f o r ' a l l 
AmericansWo-oan bo-a high growth, higfa-wage nation-on^y-i^-we-, 
rtre-an-edueated, -high=sk-ills nation^- Our work now i s a valuable 
investmenr]r£or-the future of our country. 

I appreciateAyour views and look forward to.your help m 
aehireviny uui mutual g&erir-^f fostering excellence ir^education. 



E X E C U T I V E O F F I C E O F T H E P R E S I D E N T 

29-Jun-1995 10:59ain 

TO: Ju l ia F. Bator 

FROM: Gaynor R. McCown 
Domestic Policy Council 

SUBJECT: LETTER 

Julia: 

Following are some suggestions for the letter: 

Paragraph One 
....But our commitment to education must remain absolutely firm. 
Education i s the key to success in the new economy and I strongly 
disagree with those in Congress who seek to balance the budget by 
cutting support for high-quality schools and training i n i t i a t i v e s . 

Paragraph Two 

My education reform agenda i s founded on the belief that 
government must work in partnership with educators, 
administrators, community leaders and parents to set world-class 
standards and encourage lifelong learning for a l l Americans. We 
can be a high-growth, high-wage nation only i f we aire an educated 
and high-skills nation. An investment in education i s indeed a 
valuable invesment for the future of our country. 

HOPE THIS IS USEFUL!! 

gaynor 



E X E C U T I V E O F F I C E OF T H E P R E S I D E N T 

27-Jun-1995 04:14pill 

TO: Gaynor R. McCown 

FROM: J u l i a F. Bator 
Presidential Correspondence 

SUBJECT: education form l e t t e r 

I am revising our education form l e t t e r to r e f l e c t the President's 
recent emphasis on safeguarding education from Republican cuts. 
This would be the response that goes out to ordinary Americans --
both pro and con education. We have other form l e t t e r s that are 
specific tp Goals 2000, student loan issues, Impact Aid, home 
schooling, etc., but t h i s would be the general EDUCATION 
statement. Let me know what you think. 

****************************************************** 

This i s our old l e t t e r : 

****************************************************************** 

Thank you for sending me your thoughts regarding' education 
i n America. 

We must remain f i r m i n our'commitment t o providing the 
best possible education for a l l who hope to learn and better 
themselves i n l i f e . My education reform package holds our 
students t o high standards and.is founded on the b e l i e f that 
everyone can learn i f we ask enough of them and they put f o r t h 
the e f f o r t . Our governments, our communities, and every parent 
must set world-class standards for every c h i l d in America. 

Education i s essential to our. nation's long-term economic 
development. We can be a high-growth, high-wage nation only 
i f we are a h i g h - s k i l l s nation. Our work now i s a valuable 
investment for the future of our country. 

I appreciate your views and look forward to your help i n 
achieving our mutual goal of fostering excellence i n education. 

***************************************************************** 

This i s our proposed revision: 

***************************************************************** 



Thank you for sending me your thoughts regarding education i n 
America. 

Our country faces d i f f i c u l t choices i n the months ahead as we 
work to put our f i s c a l house i n order. But our commitment to 
education must stand absolutely f i r m . We have a solemn 
obligation to put students' needs f i r s t and to make the essential 
investments that w i l l help them to succeed. I strongly disagree 
with those i n Congress who seek balance the budget by c u t t i n g 
support for high-quality schools and t r a i n i n g i n i t i a t i v e s . 

My education reform package holds our students to high standards 
and i s founded on the b e l i e f that government must work i n 
partnership with educators, administrators, community leaders, 
and parents to set world-class standards f o r every c h i l d and 
encourage l i f e l o n g learning for a l l Americans. We can be a high-
growth, high-wage nation.only i f we are a h i g h - s k i l l s nation. 
Our work now i s a valuable investment f o r the future of our 
country. 

I appreciate your views and look forward to your help i n 
achieving our mutual goal of fostering excellence i n education. 



Thank you for sending me your thoughts regarding education 
in America. 

We must remain firm in our commitment to providing the 
best possible education for a l l who hope to learn and better 
themselves in l i f e . My education reform package holds our 
students to high standards and i s founded on the belief tha:t 
everyone can learn i f we ask enough of them and they put forth 
the effort. Our governments, our communities, and every parent 
must set world-class standards, for every child in America. 

Education i s essential to our nation's long-term economic 
development. We can be a high-growth, high-wage nation only 
i f we are a high-skills nation. Our work now i s a valuable 
investment for the future of our country. 

I appreciate your views and look forward to your help in 
achieving our mutual goal of fostering excellence in education. 
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P-324 GENERAL EDUCATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1993 

Mr. John M. Doe 
Tit l e 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 

Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you for sending me your thoughts regarding education 

in America. 

We must remain firm in our commitment to providing the 
best possible education for a l l who hope to learn and better 
themselves in l i f e . My education reform package holds our 
students to high standards and i s founded on the belief that 
everyone can learn i f we ask enough of them and they put forth 
the effort. Our governments, our communities, and every parent 
must set world-class standards for every child in America. 

Education i s essential to our nation's long-term economic 
development. We can be a high-growth, high-wage nation only 
i f we are a high-skills nation. Our work now i s a valuable 
investment for the future of our country. 

I appreciate your views and look forward to your help in 
achieving our mutual goal of fostering excellence in education. 

Sincerely, 

4 
/8/^3) 



P-324 GENERAL EDUCATION 

A p r i l 1, 1993 

Mr. John M. Doe &o5k'» 5»^,', M K^U^'S ^ \ S j ^ he KtlfJ dc^Ut + sMJ?** # 
T i t l e 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 

Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you for sending me your thoughts regarding education 

i n America. 

We must remain yirm i n our commitment to provide the 
best possible education for a l l who hope to learn and better 
themselves i n l i f e y / My education reform package holds our 
students to high§£| standards and i s founded on the b e l i e f that 
everyone can learn i f we ask enough of them and they put f o r t h 
the e f f o r t . Our governments, our communities, and every parent 
must set world-class standards f o r every c h i l d i n America. 

' Education i s essential to our nation's long-term economic 
development. We canj^ply^be a high-growth, high-wage nation 

£ i f we are a h i g h - s k i l l s nation. T am developing a vioion f o r » 
education i n Amorioa that- M i l l , corvo as a valuable investment 
for the future of our country. <P / 

I appreciate your views and look forward to your help i n ^ 
our mutual goal fostei^excellence i n education. 

Sincerely, 

(4/1/93) 



Thank you for .your kind woi-da of buyyui't. dli& sending me your 

thoughts regarding education i n America. 

We must remain f i r m i n our commitment t o provide the best 

possible education f o r a l l who hope to learn and better 

themselves i n l i f e . My education reform package holds our 
/s ^wscfco e«J J t^ t S&fe 

students t o higher standards and providpg them with the renourcPiR 

n̂eeded—a±onĝ drfeh—afh-edu€ati-Qn~s-trajbeĝ ŷ  

-inorease^'learning." alee .hepe—tg-see the^ establishtttent/lef^' world 

class standards in-raath and scionco. ZcArV tf^*?,/*/ s^mti/c^. 

Education i s essential to our nation's long term economic 

development. We can only be a high-growth, high-wage nation i f 

we are a h i g h - s k i l l s nation. -I-t i s net—a—ques-te-ion-of--I~.-Q-; I-t—i-s-

-a—question—of—eha-l-l-eng-i-ng—students—to—h-ave—vrsxon-, wiTP, 

organization, and ef.f.o,r±..—- (Thia w i l l serve as a valuable 

investment f o r the future of our country. 

I appreciate your views and look forward to your help i n our 

mutual goal t o foster excellence i n education. 

Mike Ortega 
sir/draft/education-supp-views 
March 10, 1993 



Thank you f o r your kind words of support and for sending me your 

thoughts regarding education i n America. 

I am now eager to continue on a national level the commitment to 

provide the best possible education for a l l children wh-ick we 

began i n Arkansa"^ Education i s essential to our nation's long 

term economic development. We can only be a high-growth, high-

wage nation i f we are a h i g h - s k i l l s nation. I w i l l consider your 

thoughts and recommendations i n my work to foster excellence i n 

education. 

Mike Ortega 
slr/draft/education-supp-views 
March 1, 1993 



218 Feb. 17 I Administration of William ]. Clinton, 1993 Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 I Feb. 17 

our transit systems, in high-speed railways, 
and high-tech information systems. And it 
provides the most ambitious environmental 
cleanup in partnership with State and local 
government of our time, to put people to 
work and to preserve the environment for 
our future. 

Standing as we are on the edge of a new 
century, we know that economic growth de­
pends as never before on opening up new 
markets overseas and expanaing the volume 
of world trade. And so, we will insist on fair 
trade rules in international markets as a part 
of a national economic strategy to expand 
trade, including the successful completion of 
the latest round of world trade talks and the 
successful completion of a North American 
Free Trade Agreement, with appropriate 
safeguards for our workers and for the envi­
ronment. 

At the same time—and I say this to you 
in both parties and across America tonight, 
all the people who are listening—it is not 
enough to pass a budget or even to have a 
trade agreement. This world is changing so 
fast that we must have aggressive, targeted 
attempts to create the high-wage jobs of the 
future. That's what all our competitors are 
doing. We must give special attention to 
those critical industries that are going to ex­
plode in the 21st century but that are in trou­
ble in America today, like aerospace. We 
must provide special assistance to areas and 
to workers displaced by cuts in the defense 
budget and by other unavoidable economic 
dislocations. 

And again I will say we must do this to­
gether. I pledge to you that I will do my best 
to see that business and labor and Govern­
ment work together for a change. 

But all of our efforts to strengthen the 
economy will fail—let me say this again; I 
feel so strongly about this—all of our efTorts 
'to strengthen the economy will fail unless we 
also take this yeai\not next year, not 5 years 
from now but t j ^ ^ a r , bold steps to reform 
6UT health c a r e ^ ^ B . 

In 1992, w e ^ ^ ^ 14 percent of our in-
„ „ „ „ i I . I i 

change the present pattern, 50 percent of the 
growth in tne deficit between now and the 
year 2000 will be in health care costs. By 
the year 2000 almost 20 percent of our in­
come will be in health care. Our families will 
never be secure, our businesses will never 
be strong, and our Government will never 
again be fully solvent until we tackle the 
health care crisis. We must do it this year. 

The combination of the rising cost of care 
and the lack of care and the fear of losing 
care are endangering the security and the 
very lives of millions of our people. And they 
are weakening our economy every day. Re­
ducing health care costs can liberate literally 
hundreds of billions of dollars for new invest­
ment in growth and jobs. Bringing health 
costs in line with inflation would do more 
for the private sector in this country than any 
tax cut we could give and any spending pro­
gram we could promote. Reforming health 
care over the long run is critically essential 
to reducing not only our deficit but to ex­
panding investment in America. 

Later this spring, after the First Lady and 
the many good people who are helping her 
all across the country complete their work, 
I will deliver to Congress a comprehensive 
Dlan for health care reform that finally will 
iring costs under control and provide secu­
rity to all of our families, so that no one will 
be denied the coverage they need but so that 
our economic future will not be com­
promised either. We'll have to root out fraud 
and overcharges and make sure that paper­
work no longer chokes your doctor. We'll 
have to maintain the highest American stand­
ards and the right to choose in a system that 
is the world's finest for all those who can 
access it. But first we must make choices. 
We must choose to give the American people 
the quality they demand and deserve with 
a system that will not bankrupt the country 
or further drive more Americans into agony. 

Let me further say that I want to WQJJ 
with all of you on this. I realize this is a 
plicated issue. But we must address it. 
I believe if there is any chance that RepuJT 

W(Jj^. 

;pub-

ing patterns in public or private dollars for 
health care for less and less and less every 
year. We can do better. And I will work to 
do better. 

Perhaps the most fundamental change the 
new direction I propose offers is its focus 
on the future and its investment which I seek 
in our children. Each day we delay really 
making a commitment to our children carries 
a dear cost. Half of the 2-year-olds in this 
countiy today don't receive the immuniza­
tions they need against deadly diseases. Our 
plan will provide them for every eligible 
child. And we know now that we will save 
$10 later for every $1 we spend by eliminat­
ing preventable childhood diseases. That's a 
good investment no matter how you measure 
it. 

I recommend that the women, infants, and 
children's nutrition program be expanded so 
that every expectant mother who needs the 
help gets it. We all know that Head Start, 
a program that prepares children for school, 
is a success story. We all know that it saves 
money, but today it just reaches barely over 
one-third of all the eligible children. Under 
this plan, every eligible child will be able to 
get a head start. This is not just the right 
ththg td do; it is the smart thing to do. For 
every dollar we invest today we'll save $3 to­
morrow. We have to start thinking about to­
morrow. I've heard that somewhere before. 
[Laughter] 

We have to ask more in our schools of our 
students, our teachers, bur principals, our 
parents. Yes, we must give them the re­
sources they need to meet high standards, 
but we must also use the autHority and the 
influence and the funding of the Education 
Department to promote strategies that really 
work in learning. Money alone is not enough. 
We have to do what really works to increase 
learning in our schools. 

We have to recognize that all of our high 
school graduates need some further edu­
cation in order to be competitive in this glob­
al economy. So we have to establish a part-
nership between businesses and education 
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-nderstand ".̂ e isporrance of education zo your future and who are 
"riiiir.q trie classrooms of cur community colleges... Ther-?. are 

# putjlic -officials • from school boards to governors and leer :.s .arcrs 
to members or Congress, and yes, pecstle in this administration in 

/ * Washington who really do care about education, but the fact i s we 
are not doing enough. 

Because I've spent so much of my l i f e over the last decade worlcing 
on education, i wish we had time to talk about every aspect of i t 
today. But today I have to confine myself to ̂h.a.tL.Î Û_52£«L̂ ®̂__,. 
President and the national government could do otherwise we won't 
be out of here until" lunchtime and you' 11 be sorry I came. 

America needs an education president who shows up for class 
everyday, not just once every four years. In the f i r s t 100 days 
of my administration, I ' l l give Congress and the American people a 
real education r^foira package. I ' l l work day and night to get i t 
passed,' unlike our "eurrent'President who often proposes and then 
leaves i t to someone else to dispose or not to act at a l l . 

Fixst» we must implement that portion of the nationaj^ education 
(^gcal^ which c a l l s for the establishment_of_ vorid__class standards 
•TrPnath "and_science "S'lul utlmr' aabyects. Today we have an 
rjaucatl£nai'::::systfem that too often moves people up the ladder 
wnetner they study or not, graduates people whether they know 
anything cr not, and dumps people into the work force whether they 
r.ave the s k i l l s i t takes to succeed or not, and that is wrong. 

i« f. 

We nust develop a meaningful national examination system, not one 
of these so called "norm reference" tests that you give two or 
three years and then every American i s making above the national 
average and the only people who make out are the people who s e l l 
the tests. We need to determine whether our students are meeting 
the standards we set and we shouldn't use the national standards 
and th? national test simply to measure performance. They should 
be used to increase expectations and to give schools incentives 
and structures "to"' improve students performance. 

It is just not true that only our most gifted students can do 
demanding work. Our competitors a l l around the world know that 
effort, notability, makes the biggest difference in educational 
achievement. That i s the real lesson of the outstanding 
achievements achieved in inner c i t y poor -nd rural schuois by 
rsmarkabie teachers. I t i s the lesson of the wonderful movie 
"Stand and Deliver," set here in Los Angeles, in which Edward 
James olmos played Jaimie Escalante whose advanced math students 
at Garfield High School, here in L.A., led the nation in passing 
the advanced placement t e s t s . 

i 

My wife and daughter and I have watched that movie together a lot 
of times. Every -few months my daughter asks me to go rent it 
again. I asked many members of my administration to go and see the 
movie when it came out. And when they would come out of the movie, 
I would say, "What was the lesson of the movie?" And they would / 
say, "That guy is an amazing teacher." I'd say, "No, that's one yJV 
lesson. The real lesson is_jiil__cluid£fiXL>can learn." ' ' 

A l l over this country, when par ants and teachers and 
administrators cliallanga students to do their best, they coma 
through with world c lasa performances, i t i s not a guaqgign or 
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- people send u.s a form letter; that's different. But, I mean, 
people that really write us. So I would encourage you to do 
that. 

The second thing I want to do i s to say that I want 
to encourage you to continue to hole me and everybody else 
accountable and ask the tough questions. I don't think i t was 
a l l that easy for that young man to stand up there and ask the 
question he asked on abortion because he knew he had a different 
position that I did, and I was proud of him for doing that, and I 
think you should be, too. (Applause.) 

And, believe me, none of us have a l l of the answers. 
This i s a new and uncharted time. And I want to encourage you to 
continue to believe in your country and to participate in this. 
Hold our feet to the f i r e , but try to make i t a constructive 
thing. This i s an exciting time for this country and i t ' s sort 
of a make-or-break time, I think, and I'm doing the best I can 
and I think you are, too. And i f we keep doing that, I think the 
chances are we're going to come out okay. 

I think I can say for the other elected o f f i c i a l s 
here, I ' l l be you they're pretty proud of their constituents in 
Ohio after this town meeting. (Applause.) 

Q Mr. President, I'm a 6th grader at Smith Middle 
School, and I'm wondering — do any parts of your education plan 
deal with children my age? 

THE PRESIDENT: Good for you. (Applause.) Okay. 
The answer i s , yes, but most of them don't. And l e t me t e l l you 
why — the answer i s yes, they do. We emphasize more funds and 
more efforts in math and science education, for example. And I 
have asked the Congress to give the Education Department some 
funds that w i l l enable us to target learning strategies in 
elementary and junior high and high school that work, and try to 
get schools to repeat them. 

Do you know that every problem in American education 
has been solved by somebody, somewhere? I mean, th i s i s not like 
looking for a cure for some disease we haven't found a cure for 
yet. What we are not good at in American education i s taking 
what works in one place and putting i t in place another. So the 
two major things i s , we're trying to repeat education strategies 
that have given young people in the sixth grade~great performance 
in some places, we want to try to put them in a l l the schools in 
the country. And, secondly, we're going to make a special effort 
on math and science education. 

Now, l e t me answer the other question. Most of the 
funds that I have recommended in education, most of the effort 
w i l l be going to try to make sure kids get off to an equal start 
in school: ful l y funding the Head Start program, supporting 
schools and their preschool programs, trying to make sure that 
child nutrition and child health care i s good. And then when 
children leave school, trying to make sure that they have a 
vocational program, a job training program, a college program to 
go to. 

Why? Because over 90 percent of the cost of the 
public schools, kindergarten through 12th grade, comes from the 



Thank you for sending me your thoughts regarding education in 

America. 

We must remain firm in our commitment to provide the best 

possible education for a l l who hope to learn and better 

themselves in l i f e . My education reform package holds our 

students to higher standards and provides thorn with the resourcea 
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-inoroaoc Icaiiiin^. I also hope to see the establishment of world 

class standards in math and science. 

Education i s essential to our nation's long term economic 

development. We can only be a high-growth, high-wage nation i f 

we are a high-skills nation. I t i s not a question of I.Q. I t i s 

a question of challenging students to have vision, w i l l , 

organization, and effort. This w i l l serve as a valuable 

investment for the future of our country. 

I appreciate your views and look forward to your help in our 

mutual goal to foster excellence in education. 

Mike Ortega 
s/r/draft/education-views-wosupp 
March 10, 1993 



Thank you f o r sending me your thoughts regarding edu^a^ion i n 

America. 

I am now eager to continue on a national l e v e l the commitment to 

provide the best possible education f o i / a l l children which we 

began i n Arkansas. Education i s essential t o our nation's long 

term economic development. W^c^a/only be a high-growth, high-

wage nation i f we are a high-ski}/ls\nation. I w i l l consider your 

thoughts and recommendations in/my w|prk to foster excellence i n 

education. 

Mike Ortega 
s/r/draft/education-views-wosupp 
March 1, 1993 
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P-a324. GENERAL. EDUCATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1993 

Mr. John M. Doe 
Ti t l e 
Organization 
Business Adrl 
Business Adr2 

Business City, BState BZip-BZip9 

Dear John: 
Thank you for sending me your thoughts regarding education 

in America. 

We must remain firm in our commitment to providing the 
best possible education for a l l who hope to learn and better 
themselves in l i f e . My education reform package holds our 
students to high standards and i s founded on the belief that 
everyone can learn i f we ask enough of them and they put forth 
the effort. Our governments, our communities, and every parent 
must set world-class standards for every child in America. 

Education i s essential to our nation's long-term economic 
development. We can be a high-growth, high-wage nation only 
i f we are a high-skills nation. Our work now i s a valuable 
investment for the future of our country. 

I appreciate your views and look forward to your help in 
achieving our mutual goal of fostering excellence in education. 

Sincerely, 

78/83) 


