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States considering bans on same-sex marriage 

[Bill IntroJucedlMs year 

•Bill expected soon 

South. 
Oakola;: 

Nebraskac, 

- ' < ^ AlacifaA 

Hawaii 
1 . ' ' i i . ' .)•. ' . . . .-

ban on Gay marriage 
Measures win partial approval in two states 

• ' '4 '. * :'vv ' • ' ' • : ' :- •' 
-by Lisa Keen . ^ ^ < ' £ ^ Nebraska, New Mexico,. Rhode Island, 

: Nine more state legislatures'Were added South Carolina, arid Tennessee. - ' 
to the list this week of those considering Last week, the Blade reported that such 

' bills to ban same-sex marriages, bringing to bills had been introduced in six states: Alas-
.':;18 the number of states where the Ifettle. j.ka, California, Hawaii, South Dakota, Vir-

over recognition of same-sex marriage^fias''- giriia, and Washington. \" ; : ^. -
materialized. 
, In a move against the trend, a legislatOT in .. ''expected to put the issue before voters in a 
Nebraska introduced a measure to stipulate: seventh state, Oregon, in November.. : 
that a marriage "shall not be void because ^ - A ' bill was introduced in Maine but with^ 
both parties are of the same sex." > : ^ ^ ^ f "ifawn Jan. 24. 1' 

The nine new states where legislators-in- W ̂ Meanwhile, this week, the lower cham-
troduced or announced they would soon in- -bers of two states — California arid South 

.troduce bills to ban same-sex marriage ait:." Dakota — voted to approve their anti-mar-
Alabama, Colorado, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, VM' • Continued on page 25 

• •• . • •y^-^-H. • m. . • " . • • KM^ -'-

In addition to those, a ballot initiative is 



18 slates consider ban on same-sex mamage 
Continued from page I 
riage measures. 

Two votes lost 
In California Wednesday, the Repub­

lican-controlled Assembly voted 41 to 
31 in favor of AB 1982, a bill which 
stipulates that "A marriage contracted 
outside this state between individuals of 
the same gender is not valid in this 
state." The vote was largely along parti­
san lines, with 38 of' the 41 yes votes 
coming from Republicans. 

Ellen McCormick, a spokesperson for 
the state's Gay lobby, LIFE, said ac­
tivists feel they have a chance of defeat­
ing the measure in the Senate. There, 
she noted. Democrats control the major­
ity (21 of 40 votes) and the Senate 
leader. Bill Lockyer, has "stated pub­
licly that he is committed to stopping 

'this bill.'* . . 
"We intend to really work with him 

to make sure that, if this bill makes it 
out of committee," said McCormick, 
"we'll go after every single-senator's 
vote:" 

In South Dakota on Tuesday, the ^ 
House passed its bill to specify that^ 
marriage is "between a man and-a 
woman." The bill was originally;tabled^; 
in a House committee,*but supporters-of Us? 
the measure used a parliamentary proce-*r 
dure to force.it to the flow. The Repub- f 

. Jwtt^oatj^rHduw;then\oted 49 t o ^ 
f p i $ i p a j $ i b v e the legislation. The bill " 
? ¥"now moves to the Senate where Repub­

licans hold a one-vote majority. 
Evan* Wolfson, head of Lambda 

Legal Defense and Education Fund's 
Marriage Project, said yesterday he be­
lieves the bills in California and South 
Dakota can be defeated because the sen­
ates in both states are "stronger" on pro-
Gay issues and because "activists on the 
front lines in both of those states be­
lieve they can mount a good fight." 

"But if people do not now write let­
ters and seek allies," he said, "then we 
will lose those votes." 

Wolfson said he is "not surprised" at • 
the number of bills cropping up tn try to 
br.ii recognition of same-sex maniage. 
He has been traveling around the coun­
try for two years asking Gay activists to 
organize public education and build 

S.F. permits same-sex couples to 'y 

Gays praise bill while religious right assails it as a 'freak thing' 
SAN FRANCISCO — The San 

Francisco Board of Supervisors unani­
mously passed an ordinance Monday 
that will allow the San Francisco 
county clerk to perform wedding cere­
monies and issue certificates of mar- : 
riage to same-sex couples. 

"San Francisco is once again illus­
trating that this is a humane, compas­
sionate, and equal-opportunity city for 
all who live here," Supervisor Carole 
Migden, author of the legislation, told 
reporters. 

The Jan. 29 vote, 9-0, will permit 
same:sex couples who pay a $30 fee. 
to register as domestic partners aind~? 
then pay an additional $35 fee to have 
a civil ceremony performed by the 
city clerk. 

The civil ceremony would be en- -
tirely symbolic and would hold not 
legal weight. Only the state has the-.?; 

arordinance went into effect on Feb.-J 
1991; Since.theny nwre thiuii3,000t. 

In San Francisco, if a couple wants 
to be married in a setting more per­
sonal than City Hall, the ceremony 
can be performed ih a church. Same- -
sex couples would receive the same 
certificate that heterosexuals receive 
in their civil wedding ceremonies. 

The new San Francisco ordinance . 
was condemned in a statement by Lou 
Sheldon pf the Anaheim, Calif.-based 
Traditional Values Coalition. Sheldon r 

is a. supporter of Rep. Pete Knight's 
(R-Palmdale) . bill. AB;' I982, which , 
would block recognition of Gay mar­
riages. Sheldon said the state had a 
"vested interest in man-woman rela­
tionships." He referred to same-sex 
marriage ai "freak thing." 
'. j "It's not unusual that^an^FraiKisc^ 

r<to&tetk*.ftfanJt*;uito?l think% 
./.basically , what you have here is;* dya~ 

\ themVsame-sex, have registered their ivlatMnshiis w i t h / i ^ ^ RaadKol 
• city. .That ordinance gave the participants hospitaljvtsitatiaaflwin'Join MadiMrirWis^ and New Yofk'City who have sim-

.1 u t - n : i i '> ^ ^ ^ • I*'- • u . ^ : t • : i i__ rights .should one fall ill, ' and the option :torshare:a health-Hlar legislation on the books, 
plan, if one of the partners is a city employee. - Sidney Brinkley 

? - • 
.' > 

coalitions in support of legal recognition 
of same-sex marriages. 

Lambda's Marriage Project was 
formed to lay the groundwork for an ex­
pected legal victory in Hawaii. That's 
where three Gay couples Tiled suit for 
marriage licenses, and • the Hawaii 
Supreme Court ruled in 1993 that the 
state cannot deny marriage licenses to 
them unless it can demonstrate some 
compelling governmental need to do so. 
A trial, giving the state an opportunity 
to demonstrate such a need, is scheduled 
for July 15. Wolfson's plan has been to 
have activists educate the public on the 
need for Gay couples to marry so that 
when the coun forces Hawaii to grant 

same-sex marriage licenses, legislatures 
in other states will be less likely to pass 
laws, trying to ban recognition of those 
marriages in their states. 

But clearly state legislatures are not 

hammered out over the next few 
months. 

Wolfson said he attributes the in­
creased number of states considering 
such measures to the. work of "right-

waiting until 1997 when the Hawaii case wing extremists who are going to try to ; j ';i;'--\& 
will probably have wound its way to the shut down public discussion of this issue^jj^^^S' 
finish line. .- before we engage the American peoplet^sj^^f*" 

Last year, three states considered bills " - J . ' - f r 
' to ban recognition of same-sex 
riages — Utah. South Dakota, and "Alas-;; 
ka. Only Utah approved it. - ; ,• -£., 

* This year, 18 states have the issue on to be to keep fighting.T ., .'• 
• their agenda; the bill in Maine was with- ' " • - - • •' *' ^ ^ 

drawn and the bill in Nebraska is tb rec-:'" Rebecca D. Murphey, Wendy Johnion^M 
ognize same-sex marriages. The issue in md Christopher Jones contributed to Mti;^ m 

the remaining 16 states •will likely be report. • < Jr ;t, 

i 1 . 



by Lisa Keen 
With a re­

proach against a:' 
"false god of 
Gay rights" and" 
an ominous sug­
gestion that they 
are ready to use 

. ."aggressive tac­
tics," the reli­
gious right ele­
ments of the Re­
publican Party 
cast a hail of 
stones against 
same-sex mar­
riage Saturday 
night. ; :r-

In a nationally 
tefevised forum 
which attracted a 
throw of support ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ T t o ^ p i ^ s o ^ ^ ^ ' ^ i r a ^ Unked 
from all but one with the collapse of.^two4ittMt-fl^yi' ,v^«' 
of the eight Re- •. . . ; . ^ ' ^ f e ; f - . : . . i ; : v . . . . / / ^ 
publican presidential candidates, the eveiy Republican presidepual candi-
leader of a prominent radical right date except Sen, Richard Lugar en-
group called the debate over recogni- dorsed — either in person or through 
don of same-sex marriages "the most a letter — a resoluopn condemning 
important issue on our docket" and same-sex mamage. "••^ 
announced a campaign to launch a 
concerted effort "in every state" to 
fight them. 

At the "National Campaign to Pro­
tect Marriage Rally," hosted Jby at 
least six national right-wing groups, 

The resolution said: "Whereas mar­
riage is an essential element : in the 
foundation of a healthy society, and 
whereas government has a duty to 
protect that foundation, resolved: the 

Continued on page 25 
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National News 

rr--Republican hopefuls assail same-sex mamage 
' Continued from page I 

state should not legitimize homosexual 
relationships by legalizing same-sex 
'mairiage' but should continue to reserve 
the special sanction of civil marriage for 
one man and one woman as husband and 
wife." 

While all the other candidates, includ­
ing Democratic President Clinton, had al­
ready made statements opposing legal 

I recognition of same-sex marriage, the en-
dorsements Saturday night from Republi­
can front-runner Sen. Bob Dole and for-

, tner Tennessee Gov. Lamar Alexander 
}~; staked out their positions for the firet' 

.',. time. 

.'!:'..• . Gay activists seemed surprised hot so 
much by. the endorsements of the resolu-

,i,,tion as by the degree of hostility ex-
•: pressed against Gay people during the 

televised forum. 
. j Dole, in a letter read to the fonim, said 
« he "fully supports" the resolution and 

added that "it does hot go far enough." 
Dole suggested the resolution "should 
jjiDihote" heterosexual marriage by pro-' 
viding tax incentives to married couples 
and tax credits for those couples who 

. . . ^ l produce children. He said today's "social 
•Ss'^ilb" are "directly linked with the collapse 

of the two-parent family." Dole won 
"' Monday's caucus in Iowa, taking the 
.i^yotes of 26 percent of the people who at-

'•'l^tiended the precinct caucuses across the 
' ? ' v state. ' 

Commentator Patrick Buchanan, who 
came in second with 23 percent of the 
vote, addressed the anti-Gay rally in per-

. son. To an audience estimated at between 
f.T I 2,000 and 3,000 people, he repeated his 

P"; notorious 1992 convention call for a 
"cultural war," this time describing it 
more specifically as a fight against the 
"false god of Gay rights." 

"There is no equal rights." he said, 
'•^^"between what is sanctified by god and 

: ' what is morally wrong." He said any pro-
Gay bill from Congress, that reached him 

•;••«» president would be "dead on arrival 
when it comes to the Oval Office." 

. Two other Republican candidates 
showed up in person to endorse the anti-: 

. Gay resolution: Texas Sen. Phil Gramm 
• ' (who took only nine percent of Monday's 

In the campaign, but not the cabinet 
Pat Buchanan, one of the Republican 

field's most virulently anti-Gay candi­
dates, said Sunday that he would not 
appoint an "out-of-the-closet homosex­
ual" to a position in his cabinet. But a 
few minutes later, he said he has such 
"openly homosexual" people working 
in his campaign. 

Buchanan made his statements in re­
sponse to questions from reporter Tun 
Russert on Meet the Press Feb. I I . 

Specifically, Buchanan said: " I 
doubt if I would appoint someone who 
was ah out-of-the-closet homosexual 
who declared that he believed that ho­
mosexuality was a legitimate lifestyle 
and was engaged in that lifestyle — he 
would not be appointed to a high ap­
pointive position In the Buchanan ad- -

'• ministration." 
Russert pursued. 
"Millions of Americans who happen 

to be Gay," said Russert, "who want to 
participate in the American political 
process — what are they hearing from 
Pat Buchanan today7 'It's OK to par­
ticipate as long as you don't tell people 
you're Gay or act on your Gayness'?" 

"No," said Buchanan. "There are 
many people — there are not many. 
There are several people in my cam-

Pat Buchanan said he has "openly 
homosexual" people working In hU 
campaign. 

paign, supporting me openly, who are 
openly homosexual. Openly. And 
they've been, quote, 'outed,' or what­
ever they call it. And I welcome the 
support of those people. I welcome the 
support of every American; but, I tell 

them this: 'Look, I do not believe that 
is a valid, legitimate, moral lifestyle; 
period, paragraph." 

The Buchanan campaign office 
phones were tied up this week, so the 
Blade was unable to ask the campaign 
to identify these "several people" who 
have already been "outed.". 

David Greer, an official with the na­
tional Gay Republican group, Log 
Cabin Republicans, said his group 
doesn't know who these people are. He 
also noted that Buchanan first made 
this claim last fall during the contro­
versy, over the Log Cabin contribution 
to Bob Dole. 

In another spectacular Iowa irony, 
California Rep. Bob Dornan, who is 
considered perhaps Ihe most hostile of 
the Republican field towards Gay peo­
ple, did not attend Saturday's fonirri 
even though he originally said he would. 
According to unconfirmed reports, Dor­
nan said, in conversations with members 
of People for the American Way in 
Iowa, that he changed his mind. He said 
at first he understood the fomm was a 
"pro-family" event. When he learned it 
was an anti-Gay event, said the reports, 
he decided it was "too hateful." 

—Lisa Keen 

vote and dropped out of the race this 
week) and talk show host Alan Keyes. 
Both men had already staked out posi­
tions opposing recognition of same-sex 
marriage. 

In addition to Dole and Alexander 
(who made an unexpectedly good third 
place showing, wilh 18 percent of the 
vote), publisher Malcolm "Steve" Forbes 
(who made an unexpectedly poor show­
ing in fourth, with 10 percent) sent his 
support in writing. Forbes's letter was 

: • signed by his campaign manager, but, the 
;. Des Moines Register reported Sunday 
• that the Fortes campaign said Forbes has 

•••• •>:•'.: 

"We're sliding toward a repeat of 
Cabin's Rich Tare), "unless the party 
thing to stop It." 

the Houston convention In 1992," said Log 
leadership Is willing to stand up and do some-

signed the resolution. 
California Rep. Bob Dornan (who took 

zero percent of Monday's vote) was not 
mentioned during Saturday's forum and 
did nol attend. However, Dornan, like 
Buchanan, has a well-established record 
of opposing anything pro-Gay, including 
legal recognition of same-sex marriage. 
He reportedly issued a statement of sup-,, 
port for the anti-Gay marriage resolution • 
earlier in the day Saturday. 

Now, the only candidate who has not 
opposed legal recognition for same-sex 
mairiage is Lugar. Though his camp has 
not offered any indication of where he 
does stand, Log Cabin Republicans Exec­
utive Director Rich Tafel applauded 

. Lugar for showing "real integrity by re­
fusing to participate in what was nothing 

. more than a gay-bashing event." 
Tafel, in a statement issued Monday, 

said the forum was a "sign pf danger 
ahead for the Republican party." 

"We're sliding toward a repeat of the 
Houston convention in 1992," said Tafel, 
"unless the party leadership is willing to 
stand up and do something to stop it." 

Many agreed with Tafel's characteri-
;< zation of the Saturday night forum; some 
'.went even further. 

"It was the most insidious attack 
".' against the lives of Gay and Lesbian peo­

ple in the history of presidential politics," 
said Human Rights Campaign spokesper­
son David Smith. 

Bill Crews, a lifelong Republican and 
the openly Gay mayor of Melbourne, 
Iowa, said Saturday's fomm "broke new 
ground for political pandering." 

HRC's Smith, whose organization 
helped organize a counter rally outside. 

watched the "Protect Marriage" fomm in­
side the First Federated Church in Des 
Moines. 

Smith said activists have expected for 
some time that the radical right would ag­
gressively oppose recognition of same-
sex marriage. 

"This," he said, "was a sort of national 
unveiling of the right-wing strategy. It 
was a steamroller we knew was going to 
take place. Now, the evidence is there." 

Jay Sekulow of the American Center 
for Law and Justice told the fomm Satur­
day night that his group considered oppo­
sition to.same-sex marriage as "the most 
important issue on our docket." He said 
his group would launch opposition to 
legal recognition "in every state," and he 
promised the campaign would use "ag­
gressive" tactics, akin to those used by 
Operation Rescue in antiabortion efforts. 
Although he said he didn't mean his re­
marks to be taken as a "threat," Sekulow 
added, nonetheless, that "one never 
knows." 

Saturday's fomm, just two days before 
the Iowa caucuses, was sponsored by six 
national right-wing groups: the Christian 
Coalition, the Traditional Values Coali­
tion, Concerned Women of America, the 
Eagle Fomm, the American Family As­
sociation, and The Report. It was broad­
cast live on C-SPAN. On the stage were 
about a dozen prominent anti-Gay ac­
tivists, including Lou Sheldon, head of 
the Traditional Values Coalition; Will 
Perkins and Kevin Tebedo, who headed 
lhe Colorado for Family Values cam­
paign for the anti-Gay initiative Amend­
ment 2; and Phil Burress who headed an 

Continued on page 27 



National News 

Continued from page 25 
anti-Gay initiative effort in Cincin­
nati. / ^ 

Bill Horn, Midwest regional di­
rector for the anti-Gay publication 
The Report, emceed the forum 
and is executive director of the. 
new "National Campaign to Pro­
tect Marriage." He and others said 
the campaign was triggered by a. 
lawsuit in Hawaii to gain legal 
recognition for same-sex mar­
riage. The lawsuit, filed by three 
Gay couples, is expected to lead 
to legal recognition sometime in 
1997. (A state "district"court tnaP 
in the case, scheduled for July 15, 
has been postponed for technical 
reasons to Aug. 1 of this year.) 

The same-sex marriage fight 
has now materialized in at least 
21 states. Last year, only three 
states considered bills to ban legal 
recognition of same-sex mar­
riages. Of those, only Utah's passed. 
This year, an initiative that would 
ban recognition of same-sex mar-
riage is expected to reach the ballot in 
Oregon in November. In addition to the 
actions in Utah and Oregon, bills to ban, 
or in one state support, recognition of 
same-sex marriage have been introduced 
in legislatures in 19 other states, and'a 
bill is expected soon in Wisconsin. (The 
bills in Virginia and Alaska have been 
killed in committee.) 

Other campaign news 
In other presidential campaign news 

this week: 
• Forbes was widely reported to have 

been upset late last week over an alleged 
anonymous phone campaign which he 
said misrepresented his position on 
Gays in the military. Forbes accused the 
Dole and Buchanan campaigns of dis­
torting his position as being in support 
of the current "don't ask/don't tell" pol­
icy. That policy allows Gays to serve as 
long as they don't engage in sex with a 
person of the same sex and don't identi­
fy themselves as Gay to anyone. Forbes 
said his position is that he would do 
whatever military leaders said he should 
do on the issue. Forbes's campaign 
manager. Bill Dall Col, told the Des 
Moines Register that "Under the current 
military-supported policy, if a homosex­
ual is found, they are immediately dis­
charged. Mr. Forbes supports that posi­
tion." 

Pro-Gay Republican Gov. William Weld of 
Massachusetts endorsed Bob Dole 

• Dole, according to the Des Moines 
Register, was endorsed last month by 
lone Dilley, head of the Iowa Christian 
Coalition. 

. • pro-Gay Republican Gov. William 
Weld of Massachusetts has endorsed 
Dole, as has anti-Gay Republican Gov. 
George Allen of Virginia; 

• Openly Gay Melbourne, Iowa, 
Mayor Bill Crews was one of 10 dele­
gates chosen from his precinct caucus to 
advance to the county caucuses next 
month. The irony, noted Crews, is that 
he wore a pro-Clinton button to the cau­
cus and has no intention of voting Re­
publican in November. 

• turnout to the Republican precinct 
caucuses in Iowa was much smaller than 
expected — only 100,000 instead of the 
130,000 projected. Some political ob­
servers say that may spell problems for 
Republican voter turnout in November, 

• the Christian Coalition said this 
week that it is distributing 22 million 
copies of its voter guides in primary 
states; 

• In an interview with Meet the Press 
Sunday, Buchanan said he would "try to 
outlaw" RU-486, a pill, not yet ap­
proved in the United States, which can 
induce abortion. The pill has also shown 
promise in treating advanced breast can­
cer, a disease which, for a number of 
reasons, some Lesbians are more prone 
to than most women.T 
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Atlanta 

Decision Adds to an Emerging Body of Case Law 
-/? r-r-

oman 

ByJoanBiskupic 
WriiaguataiStafl Writer 

A federal appeals court hi Atlanta has 
ruled that a woman who lost a job offer at the 
Georgia attorney general's offlce because 
she was about to "marry" another woman 
was denied her constitutional rights. 

The llth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
said late Wednesday that Robin Joy Shahar 
had a fundamental right under the First 
Amendment to an intimate association with 
another woman and could not be denied a job 
solely on the basis of her choice of marriage 
partner. But the court panel also sent the 
case back to a lower court to see if the state 
could demonstrate a "compelling" govern­
mental interest to override Shahar's rights. 
That is a difficult test to meet, but the state 
said yesterday it would appeal the ruling. 

The suit, which arose in 1991 after Sha­
har announced she was marrying Francine 
Greenfield, adds to an emerging body of case 
law on rights of gay men and women. 

The legal status of gay marriages was not 
the issue. But Ruth Harlow of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, who represented Sha­
har, noted "the court... showed great re­
spect for. a highly personal, primary relation­
ship, even if it is not recognized legaUy." The 
ruling by the llth Circuit, covering Georgia, 
Alabama and Florida, was the first decision 
by an appeals court that gay people have the _ 
same right of intimate association as hetero- Personal hi terms of affection and 
s e x u a l s ' /ment and "inextricably entwined with Sha-

In withdrawing the offer, he said, Tnadiao 
on my part would constitute tadt approval cf 
"this pu/pOrted maniage and jeopanfiae tke 
proper'fiinction of this office." Shahar < 
tualty was hired by the dty attorney's < 
in Atlanta. ; , 

.'. /Perry Michael, executive assistant; 
' cey general, said yesterday,'"We think tfc£ 

Court's derision is dearly erroneous. 14ac: 
/know of any other case that has gone tins 
far" in protecting interests of homosexnals; -

Michael said the state was stiH w n ^ K i 
yesterday whether to ask for a hearing' by 
the full court of appeals for the l i p Circ^ 
or appeal directly to the Supreme Caar£ 
Georgia has no law forbidding; 

. riages, but it does not recoignw them as va? 
id and outlaws sexual relation^ between perf-
pie of the same sex. . ...,. / , . „ >-* 
. Shahar, who married Gmnfield in a syna; 
gogue affiliated with the Recanstnictian& 
movement of Judaism,-aaid yesterday. Tan 
ecstatic. An employer should evaluate aA 
emplpyee based on work experience." • .-f 

The appeals court said Shahar had tieea 
known as Robin Brown until the wedding 
when she ind Greenfield changed tbtir 

' names to Shahar, "which refers to bemg-s 
search of God." :, 

In finding the relationship deserved higif-
est constitutional protection, the appeals 
court said Shahar's "maniage" was hrigBy 

N 3 ^ * 5 : . W j ? ^ w e i ^ g the con-^ tar's exercise of her religious beliefs.' 
stitutional rights of homosexuals and lesbiaiis t . yyj ^ ^ 
in a variety of contexts. The issue has 
in bias complaints such as Shahar's, i 

—_ policy, restricting _. ... 
military, and over local governments' efforts 
to shield gay people from discrimination or 
to make sure they get no special protection. 

The Supreme Court ^expected to rule 
this spring on the constitutionality of a Colo­
rado law that prevents cities from passing 
anti-discrimination ordinances based on sex­
ual orientation. :t#~ y:,:.:>: 

la the Georgia dispute, a three-judge ap­
peals panel said a district court should deter­
mine whether Attorney General Michael J. 
Bowers can show a compelling governmental 
interest that overrides Shahar's ri^rt of as­
sociation, ir ' . • 
•• JThat is the strictest legal test and in this 
case would require the state to prove that 
work in Bowers's office would be disrupted 
or public safety endangered because of Sha­
har's relationship- ;- -^p-

Shahar was a law derk ih the attorney 
general's office in 1990. After she graduated 
from Emory Law School, Bowers offered her 
a full-time job. 

the judges on the panel Join 
C. Godbold, Phyllis A. Kravitch and Lewis ft. 
Morgan, agreed Shahar's right to intimate 

and 
Morgan said the state could prevail onlyjtji 
proved a compelling governmental interest 
Kravitch dissented, saying the governmiSM 
should not have to face such a tough s£s» 
dard. - v,'-. f-^ 

CORRECtlONS 
An artide yesterday in Metro in-

correctly described Delores Kelley as *; 
a Maryland delegate. Sie is a state- t j 
senator. ••••'••'̂ •••''••̂  ^ 
• • • • • •• • •.. • - 'V* 

. Based on information provided by 
the Associated Press, an item in yes- > 
terday's Business section incorrectiy. I * 
reported the coupon interest rate oa>j« 
two-year Treasury notes auctioned>«i 
Wednesday. The rate was 5.25 per-
cent. ' -31 
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Georgia Official Told to Defend Canceling Jcb Offer to Lesbian 
By RONALD SMOTHERS 

c ATLANTA. Dec. 21 — A Federal 
appeals court panel has ordered the 
Attorney General of Georgia to de-

- Jend his withdrawal of a Job offer to a 
desbian who participated in a reli-
rgious "commitment" ceremony with 
her female partner. 

;i The ruling late Wednesday, by a 
3hree-judge panel of the United 
States Court of Appeals for the llth 

JCircuit, ordered the Attorney Gen--
eral, Michael JrBowers, to show why 
the withdrawal was not a violation of 
ihe woman's constitutional rights. 

The ruling reversed a 1993 lower 

court ruling dismissing the claim 
made by the lesbian, Robin Shahar. a 
lawyer who was first offered the Job 
by Mr. Bowers in 1991. It paves the 
way for a possible trial on the issue, 

, one in which the panel said the Attor­
ney General would have to meet the 
difficult test of showing that there 
was a "compelling governmental in­
terest" In withdrawing the Job offer. 

In so doing, the court, would re­
quire the state's top legal officer to 
meet the same "strict scrutiny" 
standard that other Federal courts 
have demanded of sute legislatures 
to Justify the the abridging of some­
one's right to free speech. It is the 

highest level of proof, required in 
cases involving fundamental consti­
tutional rights, and defendants must 
show there was no other less mini-
sive action they could have taken. 

Perry Michael, Executive Assist­
ant Attorney General, said Mr. Bow­
ers was disappointed in the ruling 
and would seek further review nf it, 
either by the full appelate coun or 
the United States Supreme Coun. 

The Attorney General's office had 
argued that hiring Ms. Shahar could 
erroneously signal sute sanction of 
same-sex marriages. Hie offlce also 
maintained that hiring her would 
complicate Its enforcement of sute 

sodomy laws, which the Supreme 
Court has upheld in a case that Mr. 
Bowers successfully argued. 

At the core of the panel's ruling 
was the finding that Ms. Shahar and 
her partner, Fran Greenfeld. had 
"the fundamental right of intimate 
association" free of government in­
tervention under the Constitution, 
lhe court found it significant that the 
two women had signaled their com­
mitment to each other in a "private 
religious ceremony" performed by a 
rabbi of the Reconstructlonist Move­
ment of Judaism. 

"Though the religious-based mar­
riage In which Shahar participated 

was not marriage tn a dvil, legal 
" sense, it was intimate and highly 
personal in the sense of affection, 
commitment and permanence." 
wrote Judge John C Godbold in the 
panel's unanimous decision. "And as 
we have spelled out. It was inextrica­
bly entwined with Shahar's exercise 
of her religious beliefs." 

The other members of the panel 
were Judge Phyllis A. Kravitch and 
Judge Lewis R. Morgan. 

Ms. Shahar said today that she 
was thrilled with the ruling, especial­
ly "the extremely respectful way In 
which they talked about Fran and me 
' and our ceremony." 

Ms. Sliahar, now an assistant dty 
attorney, bad worked - summers 
while In law school In Mr. Bowers's 

office. In her senior year, skonly 
before she graduated sixth la her 
class at Emory University Law 
School. Mr. Bowers offered taer an 
entry level Job in Us office, only to 
withdraw it some months later when 
he learned of her plans to formalue 
here longtime relauonshlp widi as-
other woman In a religious ceremony 
to be held in •w^^'r ytnf^ 

Ruth E. Harlow, asmriatf dbecor 
of the American OvU Liberties 
Union's Lesbian and Gay Rigius 
Project, who represented Ma. Sha­
har. said that the ruling was signifi­
cant because it was one of the first 
cases in which the court was order­
ing "careful coDskteratkn" of the 
constitutional rights of gay i 
lesbians. 

• I ,' 



Atlanta Appeals Court Upholds ̂  
M̂arriage9 Right of Gay Woman-

Decision Adds to an Emerging Body of Case Law 

ByJoanBiskupic 
Wuhiogtoo h i t Sttf Writer 

A federal appeals court in Atlanta has 
ruled that a woman who lost a job offer at the 
Georgia attorney general's office because 
she was about to "many" another woman 
was denied her constitutional rights. 

The llth U.S.. Circuit Court of Appeals 
said late Wednesday that Robin Joy Shahar 
had a fundamental right under the First 
Amendment to an intimate association with 
another woman and could not be denied a job 
solely on the basis of her choice of marriage 
partner. But the court panel also sent the 
case back to a lower court to see if the state 
could demonstrate a "compelling" govern­
mental interest to override Shahar's rights. 
That is a difficult test to meet, but the state 
said yesterday it would appeal the ruling. 

The suit, which arose in 1991 after Sha­
har announced she was marrying Francine 
Greenfield, adds to an emerging body cf case 
law on rights of gay men and women. 

The legal status of gay marriages was not 
the issue. But Ruth Harlow of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, who represented Sha­
har, noted "the court... showed great re­
spect for a highly personal, primary relation­
ship, even if it is not recognized legally." The 
ruling by the llth Circuit, covering Georgia, 
Alabama and Florida, was the first decision 
by an appeals court that gay people have the 
same right of intimate association as hetero­
sexuals. 

Nationwide, judges are weighing the con­
stitutional rights of homosexuals and lesbians 
in a variety of contexts. The issue has arisen 
in bias complaints such as Shahar's, in chal­
lenges to the Pentagon's "don't ask, don't 
tell" policy restricting homosexuals in the 
military, and over local governments' efforts 
to shield gay people from discrimination or 
to make sure they get no special protection. 

The Supreme Court is expected to rule 
this spring on the constitutkHiality of a Colo­
rado law that prevents cities from passing 
flntfc^yci innnflfion F̂̂ HinflTnyft based on sex­
ual orientation. •' 

In the Georgia dispute, a three-judge ap­
peals panel said a district court should deter­
mine whether Attorney General Michael J. 
Bowers can show a compelling governmental 
interest that overrides Shahar's right of as­
sociation. 

That is the strictest legal test and in this 
case would require the state to prove that 
work in Bowers's office would be disrupted 
or public safety endangered because of Sha­
har's relationship. 

Shahar was a law cleric in the attorney 
general's office in 1990. After she graduated 
from Emory Law School, Bowers offered her 

:iS3*»S3K2U-~...'. 

In withdrawing the offer, he said, "Inaction ̂  
(HI my part would constitute tacit approval of- *. 
this purported marriage and jeopardize, m&j 
proper function of this office." Shahar even-. 
tuaOy was hired by the dty attorney's officfc v 
in Atlanta. . "> I 

Perry Michael, executive assistant aftof- ,T 

ney general, said yesterday, "We think.the v 
court's decision is dearly erroneous. I doh;t.; 
know of any other case that has gone this,;, 
far" in protecting interests of homosexuals. 

Michael said the state was still weighing j, 
yesterday whether to ask for a hearing hy^ 
the full court of appeals for the llth Circu^. 
or appeal directly to the Supreme Cdurt,^ 
Georgia has no law forbidding same-sex mar<& 
riages, but it does not recognize them as ysd- > 
id and outlaws sexual relations between peo-^i 
pie of the same sex. . . :/ ^ 

Shahar, who married Greenfield in a SJTKK r 

gogue affiliated with the Reconstructiomsuj 
movement of Judaism, said yesterday, T an* < 
ecstatic An employer should evaluate, .aâ  
employee based on work experience." ' ^ 

The appeals court said Shahar had Ijeeo '̂ 
known as Robin Brown until the weddmjg.v 
when she and Greenfield changed their I 
names to Shahar, "which refers to being m:: 
search of God." , 

In finding the relationship deserved highv? 
est constitutional protection, the appeals.. 
court said Shahar's "marriage" was highly, • 
personal in terms of affection and commit-' 
ment and inextricably entwined with Sha­
har's exercise of her religious beliefs." 

AD three of the judges on the panel, Joiifl 
C. Godbold, Phyllis A. Kravitch and Lewis^| 
Morgan, agreed Shahar's right to intimate^ 
association had been infringed. Godbold 
Morgan said the sitate could prevail onlyjf 5s ! 
proved a compelling governmental interest^ 
Kravitch dissented, saying the government'̂  
should not have to face such a tough stan» ; 
dard. 

CORRECTIONS 
An artide yesterday in Metro in­

correctly described Delores Kelley as 
a Maryland ddegate. She is a state 
senator. 

•4 

Based on information, provided by 
the Associated Press, an item in yes­
terday's Business section incorrectly 
reported the coupon interest rate on 
two-year Treasury notes auctioned 
Wednesday. The rate was 5.25 per­
cent 

.<*d.. 

rat" 

..JK.'.. 
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THE REGULATORS 
Out With the Outdated 

The FTC Sees a Window of Opportunity to Toss Some Rules 
By Cindy Skrzydri 
wasnngtiii n R acm WZSB 

THE REGULATORS. From DI 

Elaine Kollsh is me of the Feder­
al Trade Commtolon's foremost 
authorities OD the rules on the books, 
and she's charging ahead to take 
many of them off the books. 

As acting associate director of the 
OMsioa of Enforcement for the 
FTC's Barean of Consumer 
Protection, Kolish has more than a 
passing famffiaiily with the hundreds 

takes every year—right down to its 
plumbing rule that mandates that 
manufacturers of residential and 
ronniiPH'Ml toPffts And iirî ls 
disclose in their labeling and 
promotions how much water goes 
into every flush. 

(Kolish can recite that ifs 1.6 
gallons per flush, resideiitial; 3.5 
gatyns, commerdal; and 1 gaDon far 
urinals. The nile also cowered gallons 
per minute for shower heads and 
faucets.) 

A doset deaner by nature, die is 
helping direct one of the FTCs 
biggest regulatory housedeaning 
initiatives ever. The FTC hopes to 
repeal 25 percent of its trade 
regulation rules and 25 percent of 
the "guided it issues, legally 
nonbindmg advice to companies to 
keq> them out d trouble with die 
lYinniiUsinn 

Unlike many federal agencies that 
vow to diminatedd rules but never 
quite get around to dcring much, the 
FTC is throwing out with abandon, 
targeting a variety d regulations . 
that ddier have outlived their time 
or have been surpassed by 
tedmology or duplicative state laws. 

"We come to this rule review stuff 
a little hit differently," said EBeeo 
See THE REGULATORS, DS.CoLl 

Hairtagton, associate director for marketing practices in 
die Bureau of CompeUUon. "Everyone here has a strong 
cost-benefit orientation. We've been reviewing rules 

; right along, but we've upped the pace. The goal is tp 
have everything... current, useful and retevanL" 

As 3 step in thst (faroctioiif the commission fflvi& notice 
on Wednesday that it was banishing six rules that at me 
time probably made a lot of sense to the "Leave It to 
Beaver" generation but now seem pretty silly. Out the 
window are rules governing disclosures on sleeping bags, 
tablecloths, extension ladders, binoculars, frosted cocktail 
glasses and fihprglass curtains. 

For example, die frosted cocktail glass rule—formally 
known as the Quick-Freeze Spray Rule—required 
warning that taisuse of the spray could cause death or 
injury. These products are not made anymore, andariy, 
have you seen fiberglass curtains lately? 

Actions such as these can sometimes take years, but 
the FTC moved at warp speed (far a regulator) and had 
the six rules reviewed and eliminated in seven months. 

The commission also decided to automatically sunset 
administrative orders that are more than 20 years dd 
and haven't seen much action lately. The first batch of 
those orders expires Jan. 2, when about 10,000 
directives will disappear into thin air. . 

"If we haven't enforced it, it dies," Kolish said. For 
example, Dura-Hair toternaBonal, a hair replacement 
service, wiD no longer be under orders to give customers 
afl sorts of disclosure rf the pain of surgical hair 
transplanting. 

Under scrutiny are some biggies, such as the franchise 
rule that governs upfront disclosures to prospective 
frandBsees. And after only three years, the FTC is 
revisiting its "green guides," which circumscribe what 
kind d environmental claims companies can make about 
their products. The commisskm recendy held a twoday 
workshop tb determine if new products and daims 
warrant changes in the guides. 

In proposing new rules as wdl as reviewing dd ones, 
the FTC is trying to streamline the process. By using . 
workshops and eliminating bureaucratic steps, the 
agency hopes to come up with rules that are informed 
and current, narrowing disagreements between parties 
before the rule is proposed. "We want the same 
generatian rfpartidpants at the beginning as at the end," 
Harrington sail 

The idea, Harrington said, is to keep ahead d the 
regulatory reform curve. 

Indeed, on the cover page d the FTC's regulatory 
reform report to the White House is a quote from hockey 

great Wayne Gretzky: "I don't skate to where the pock is. 
I skate to where if s going." 

HARK, the Herald Federal Comnuraicatkms 
Coaanissioa sings! 

The FCC staff came up with "Cood Chalnaan Reed 
Hinwlt" sung to the tune d-fiood Mng Weneeslas": 

•Goaf Omrtnm Reed Hundt looked out 
on the TV wasteland. 
Where is thUdren'spngmmmitig? 
Advisors he did ask Sum. 
It is gone, they said to him 
replaced bj'power rangers, 
mutant ninja tur-urties too, 
no more Mister Rogers. 
Bring it back, he said to them 
We have lots of power. 
]f they want reneuhewal 
they must give three hours. 
Out his minions they did go 
toaBofthenetootks. 
You mustdoabetterjob 

- of educating children. 
(A the networks, thty did quake 
skiver, fret and worry.' 
How could they ever compensate 
far programming so boring. 
Then they had a clever thought, 
it would be so-easy. 
Air it in the early mom 
when no one's up and wa-atching. 
Now the Chairman, he feels gnat 
he has served the public. 
And (he networks fed good too, 
they have kept their ratings. 
So do all the chil-ildren, 
they still watch the weird stuff. 
Tke ACLU still feds bad 
about the First Amen-endmenL 

OUT FOR COMMENT: Who says it isn't a good deal 
working for government these days? The General 
Services Administration says it has negotiated 50 
percent discounts on air fares for federal employees (for 
pranplp, Washmgtoo-to-Califaraia round-trip air fares 
on American Alritees out d Dulles Airport are $242) 
and agencies can lease four-door sedans for $136 a 
month, phis 11 cents a mile. Of course, you have to be 
working to get the cheapo rates.... 
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Marriage battle escalates 
Continued from page 1 
cosponsored by at least 15 of his Repub­
lican colleagues, adds a new section to 
the state marriage law to specifically 
prohibit marriages "When the parties are 
persons of the same gender." 
The new language also stipulates that 

"A marriage that is valid in another ju­
risdiction but is prohibited under [the 
Washington marriage law) shall not be 
recognized as a valid maniage in this 
state." 

Those two bills now advance to the 

state senates. TTie Georgia senate has 35 
Democrats and 21 Republicans. The 
Washington senate has 25 Democrats and 
25 Republicans. 

Thus far, bills in three states are con­
sidered dead: Maine (where it was with­
drawn), Alaska, and Virginia. 

In Virginia, a House committee voted 
.22 to 0 not to consider the bill to prohib­
it legal recognition in Virginia of any 
marriage from "another state or country" 

"if the marriage would otherwise be void 
in Virginia.T 
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Pundits of all stripes agree on Gay mamaji 
. . •. '̂ " by Wayne Hoflhian 

It's a rare occurrence indeed when the Village Voice 
and Newsweek find common ground with the Wall 
Street Journal and The Sew Republic. Political journals 
and op-ed pages are built on controversy and discord, so 
it's unusual to find voices from the left to the right and 
everywhere in between nodding in agreement It's more 
unexpected when the issue they're discussing is a Gay 
issue. .*.v v 

That latest shocker conies with the cover story of the 
Jan. 6 issue of The Economist. "Let Them Wed" reads 
the headline on the British political weekly, a favorite of 
well-heeled intellectuals in this country. The article 
makes the case for Gay marriage' with economic and 
philosophical reasons, as well as emotional and religious . 
ones. "For society, the real choice is between homosex­
ual marriage and homosexual alienation," the article 
reads. "No social interest is served by choosing the lat­
ter." - . - . . 

While The Economist has covered Gay issues on oc­
casion, the cover story is nearly revolutionary. 
• "We've never done so with this prominence or com­

prehensiveness," says Bill Emmott, the magazine's edi­
tor. "There is a serious question of equality of a social 
group before the law and social contracts, and I think 
discrimination — in this instance against homosexuals 
— is indefensible. As soon as I had a good article to 
back up that view, I published it." 

Pinning down the magazine's position it) the political 
spectrum isn't easy. Often conservative on defense and 
economic issues. The Economist is sometimes quite 
radical on issues of social policy and legal reform. 

"We see ourselves as coming from the radical cen­
ter. That's sort of a way of repudiating the left/right 
divide," says Emmott. Gay marriage as an issue also 
repudiates this divide, he says; reader response to the 
cover story has been more negative than positive, but 
ranging in both cases across the political ideologies iii 
no predictable pattern. 
. Other publications that normally line up unabashedly 
on the left or the right are hugging the middle on Gay 
marriage as well, as the issue continues to confound la­
bels. The Village Voice, a left-leaning New York inde­
pendent weekly, ran a point-counterpoint cover story on 
Gay marriages this month, but even the anti-marriage 
piece was the most tepid of rejections, touting the bene­
fits of marriage without official state sanction. 

The voices against Gay marriage from all political an­
gles will be abnormally quiet in this debate, says Village 
Voice executive editor Richard Goldstein, who wrote his 
paper's pro-marriage story. (Goldstein and his lover 
have promised to fly to Hawaii should that state approve 
Gay marriages this spring.) Leftists who oppose Gay 
marriage because they oppose marriage in general, and 
rightists who oppose Gay marriage because they oppose 
Gay rights in general, will both keep low profiles for 
now. 

"The left critique of marriage will be made within the '.speccram of political ideas and legitimized it in some 
community, but when it comes to going on Nighiline. it /way, for the elite at least" '•' " * 
won't be made. When push comes to shove; no Gay ac- .^Sullivan touches on a key issue that may undermine 
tivist is going to stand up and say. you shouldn't be able t̂he apparent consensus in favor of Gay marriage: politi-
to do that," says Goldstein. Political convictions can't - cal journals and opinion pages cater to pundits, intellec-

... , _ strong conservative case for Gay marriage < 
" ' I T ' f ' ^ •!|§|^.iSi.tl>«r,. says^n't mean that the Republican Party will buy his logic 
^11/''"&--*1 >* :^--*~+*-~itr-i i >''•"'^A put Gay maniage in its presidential platform. It 
^ ^ • • h f c » ; = * = - • - — ''̂ i.may be a significant element, but opinion journalism 

is one step too high on the political food chain to de­
termine party agendas and voting patterns. • i r 

"I don't think there's a direct correlation," says Sul­
livan. "I think it's necessary but not sufficient" . V 

There's no guessing what might happen once Gay 
marriage gets picked up by Congress or this year's pres­
idential candidates, but chances are slim that the across-
the-spectrum harmony that has emerged will translate 

-perfectly. I j ^ g : ^ " \ '" • 
J "I've leameti one thing in journalism, and that's that 
you shouldn't predict how politicians will behave," says 
Emmott "I would hope it would proceed relatively gen-' 

'" tly through the political agenda in your county and 
mine. I hesitate to predict however, that it will." 

; . Evan Wolfson, an attorney with Lambda Legal De-
..-' fense and Education Fund, looks at the marriage debate 
, . with a far longer lens, refusing to see it in terms of a sin­

gle election cycle, court case, or political convention. 
"This is a chapter of our movement's history in which 

we 'are beginning to write on page," says Wolfson, who 
.. has advised many journalists as head of Lambda's Mar-
" riage Project. "We have undertaken task number one, to 

reach out to the persuadable middle and ask them to 
think about a subject they haven't ever had to think 
about. When they do, many fair-minded people support 
marriage rights." 

Gold- . 
stein. Libertarian thinking has 
gained a foothold in neoconservative forums, and the ra­
bidly homophobic far right is sitting this one out for the 
time being. 

"They've decided that the louder they are about Gay 
issues, the more demonizing they are, the more margin­
alizing they are," says Goldstein. "So they're reluctant 
to go on the warpath about it" 

One of the first political journals to address the issue 
was The New Republic; Andrew Sullivan wrote about 
the conservative case for Gay marriage in 1989. Now 
the magazine's editor and author of Virtually Normal, 
Sullivan continues to keep Gay marriage debates going 
in conservative circles. Next month he will run yet an­
other major article in favor of Gay marriage, by author 
Jonathan Rauch. 

"The presence of openly Gay journalists in all of 
these places has given this issue an extra nudge," says 
Sullivan. "I also think our endorsing Gay marriage so 
long ago helped make it a little more part of the central 

The reason political writers of different snipes are all 
in agreement on this issue isn't that Gay marriagĉ tands 
above political boundaries, he maintains, but miner that 
it makes sense within different boundaries' for different 
reasons. 

:"There are powerful conservative arguments why we. 
should be permitted to many. There are also powerful 
anti-sexist arguments, civil rights arguments, and family 
arguments. We must make all of those arguments, and 
different arguments will resonate with different people," 
Wolfson says. 

"We need to realize that this public debate is going to 
happen in 1996, and it's not going to happen in Gay cir­
cles. It's going to happen in the mainstream corridors of 
power and communication across this country," says 
Wolfson."This is going to be the Lesbian and Gay issue 
that brings us home for non-Gay people. The question 
is, what .foot are we putting forward into their living 
rooms?" 



e\jav A^encia 

Same-sex marriage looms oh political horizon 
Like it or not, it's coming. Courts are 

ruling on i t Legislatures are grappling 
with it. The mass media is giving it 
front-page, prime-time treatment. The 
next great Gay issue, which will proba­
bly surpass Gays in the military in polit­
ical sturm und drang, is likely to be 
same-sex marriage. 

Hastings Wyman Jr. 
It started in Hawaii in 1993, when 

Ninia Baehr and Genora Dancel applied 
for a marriage license. Since then, the 
issue has been , in and out of courts and 
legislatures. Male couples, applied for 
marriage licenses — unsuccessfully — . 
in Washington, D.C. and Ithaca, N.Y. In 
Georgia, a three-judge federal panel 
ruled in favor of a Lesbian fired from 
the state attorney general's office be- ' 
cause she was marrying another woman. 
The judges ruled that the First Amend­
ment granted her a "fundamental right of 
association." 
. The media reaction to these and simi­

lar cases is hot and getting hotter. In 
Honolulu, newspaper commentaries . 
about same-gender marriage; both pro 
and con, appear almost daily. In the na­
tion's capital, a recent Washington Post 
column by liberal but politically incor­
rect Nat HentofT approvingly quoted an 
American Civil Liberties Union lawyer 
on the Georgia case: "It's the first deci­
sion I know of that recognizes homosex­
ual relations are entitled to constitutional 
protection." On NBC, Candace Gingrich, 
half-sister of you-know-who, performed 
the wedding of Carol and Susan on 
Friends. And it's not just an American 
issue — the cover of the first 1996 issue 
ot Britain's pro-Tory news and business 
magazine. The Economist, featured a 
photograph of a wedding cake lopped by 
two grooms holding hands. 

The media coverage is important be­
cause even if the courts ultimately rec­
ognize homosexual relationships — in', 
marriage or some other form — it is in 
the arena of public opinion that the most 
important battle must be fought. Just as 
allowing Gays in the military couldn't 
be accomplished by a stroke of the pres­
ident's pen, the right of Gay male and 
Lesbian couples to wed will require 
more than even a court decision. If the 
public becomes exercised over the issue, 
with homophobes raging, straight sup- ! 

porters quiet, and Gay men and Les­
bians outnumbered and outgunned, leg­
islative action will threaten any court 
decision. 

Whether this debate —- or, indeed, 
marriage — is good for Gay people is it­
self a subject of discussion among some 
Gays. Opposition among Gays is based;. 

'•• on two main concerns. First, same-sex 
marriage is such an emotionally charged 
issue that promoting it will wave a red 
flag at the homophobes and likely lead , 
to another defeat. Adam Mars-Jones, :-
writing in a recent London Review of-

, Books, argues that Gay marriage (and 
Gays in the military) "would certainly be 
fought every step of the way. Should 
they really represent the whole of the 
agenda for Gay politics?" 

Second, some Gay men and Lesbians 
believe marriage is inappropriate for Gay 
people. Some Gay men aren't sure mar­
riage is a suitable institution for homo- ' 
sexual men, mindful of the less-than-
monogamous habits of many. More fun­
damentally. Mars-Jones notes that the 
late influential French philosopher 
Michel Foucault, a homosexual, rejected 
"the spurious equality of the marriage 
bond" suggesting instead that'straights 
imitate Gays: "By proposing a new rela­
tional right, we will see that non-homo­
sexual ncnnle enn cnrir-H ihrW fc.. 

this view was reflected in the New York­
er's recent review of Carrington, the 
film about the bed- and gender-hopping 
Bloomsbury artist Dora Carrington. The 
movie, wrote reviewer Frances Spald­
ing, "is attracting attention for many 
reasons, not least because the current 
anxiety about the breakdown of tradi­
tional patterns of cohabitation arouses 
fresh interest in her ability to find mean­
ing in a deeply unconventional relation-

, ship." - V . . . 
But as appealing as the Bloomsbury 

~. attachments were, they hardly provide a • 
model for society at large. Carrington 
and her Gay friend/lover Lytton Strachey 

. . % were childless, allowing dtem.freedom'r •; 
f i i : v. , •. '.l''\tt> concentrate on ait and romance rathor? 

• / ' - ': ', v • *.' ': L-/ than the diapers, homework, etc., that 
, changing their own schema of relations^: preoccupy most married couples. (A > \ 

But from a strategic standpoint, we . world without marriages brings to mind '-. 
don't always get to choose the issue. the late Noel Coward's song, "What's . 

. And even if we lose the short-term bat-^% going to happen .to the children, when 
tle over s^e-gender maniages, thede-jS^i| there aren't anŷ  more 'grown-ups?** I n i f ' 
bate goes to the.heart of pur issue with ^ 1 . ' today's crime-ridden cities, we're begin-
society at large — the right to be seen 

.. as ordinary — and the case is worth 
making to further longterm gains. Sub­
stantively, marriage is not irrelevant to 
many Gay people. Longterm relation-, 
ships are as much the rule as the excep-

If the public 
becomes exercised 
over the issue ... 
legislative action 
will threaten any 
court dedshm; 

ning to find out) . 
In the final analysis, the public;—; 

here and abroad — will embrace or re­
ject marriage for Gay people based on j 

: what the straight majority perceives as in 
its interest The Economist editorial, en-

tion among Lesbians. In particular, legal ^ titled "Let them wed," concludes: "Ho-
marriages could provide important pro­
tections for Lesbians with children. And 
long-lasting relationships are not unusu­
al among Gay men — many of my 
friends have been with their partners for 
10 or more years. Gay couples could 
gain from the benefits of legal marriages 
— health insurance, tax breaks, ques­
tions of medical decision-making and 
inheritance, especially important for 
people with AIDS. 

As for the argument that Gay rela­
tionships should provide a model for 
str.•li"^ ,'; - - nm tlir- nti ifr >< .-..,,...1 

mosexuals need emotional and economic 
'̂stability no less than heterosexuals — 
and society surely benefits when they 
have i t . . . For society, the real choice is. 
between homosexual marriage and ho­
mosexual alienation. No social interest is 
served by choosing the latter." , . 

Amen and pass the rice. 

Hastings Wyman Jr.'s column on Gay 
issues in American politics appears 
monthly in the Blade. He has published 
Southern Political Report, a nonpartisan 
r i w r l f t t r r rinr" t<)7M 



Sex change 
marriages /•/ 
legalized ^ ? 

The Singapore govern­
ment announced January 
24 that it will allow peo­
ple who have undergone 
gender reassignment 
surgery to legally marry, 
Reuters reported. 

Current Singapore law 
will be amended to permit 
a person who has "under­
gone a sex-reassignment 
procedure" to be identi­
fied as the "same sex to 
which he/she has been re­
assigned," Reuters quoted 
a government document 
as saying. 

According to Singapore 
television, as reported by 
Reuters, Community De­
velopment Minister Ab­
dullah Tarmugi said the 
proposed amendment 
would note the new gen­
der on individuals' identi­
ty cards rather than their 
birth certificates. 

Within the last 25 
years, more than 500 peo­
ple have undergone sex-
change operations in Sin­
gapore hospitals, accord­
ing to Reuters. 

.-rrrss^g-ss^ 

CAPITOL H I L L UPDATE 
MEMBERlmittee, 

. .. i ' V * : 

with the understanding that 
both would be workiirtg on Wyden's 
behalf. 

- PRO-GAY HOUSE 
.'WINS SENATE RACE: U.S. Rep. 
;Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), a strong sup-

^poner of civil rights for Gays, won a 
narrow victoiy over conservative Re-'^-VliGAY -PARTNER OF HILL 
publican challenger'.Gordon VSmith \STAFFER IS 'APPROVED': Rep. 
January 30 in a race considered a pos- "Nancy Johnson (R-Conn.), chair of 
sible bellwether on how Republicans m die House ethics committee, and Rep. 
and Democrats will do in November. Jim McDermott (D-Wash.), ranking 
Wyden and Smith ran'ih > Ispecial. ;mihbrity member of the committee, 
election called to replace' Sen. Bob * told openly Gay House staffer Jeff 
Packwood (R), who resigned over al- / Coudriet that his relationship with his' 
legations of sexual harassment. v j - ^domestic partner meets the criteria for . 

^ Wyden has been a longtime co-. ^an exemption under a newly enacted 
Sponsor of the House Gay civir rights .".'/rule restricting gifts. The rule, among ' 
bill and has supported efforts to lift other things, requires House members :) 
the ban on Gays in the military. 4 and House staffers from accepting ^ 
.> "By electing Wyden, voters chose a; ? personal gifts" ifrom friends, without " 
senator who is committed to bringing Obtaining permission Vrom-tfie::ethics 

. people together, supporting policies committee each time a gift is received ̂  
that treat Lesbian and Gay people fair- ' 'with a value greater than $250? ^ 
ly, and serving all residents of his . However, the rule allows members 
state," said Daniel Zingale, political di- or staffers to receive an. exemption ' 
.rector of the Human Rights Campaign, from the requirement when, the gifts 
^ : HRC's political action committee .comê from a spouse of personal friend 

who is declared' by; the member or contributed $10,000 to Wyden's cam­
paign, the maximum amount" allowed 
by federal election laws. HRC also 
gave $5,000 to the Oregon Democrat­
ic Party and another $5,000 to the De-

staffer as a,domestic partner. 
Coudriet believes he is the first Gay 

staffer to be granted an exemption on 
the "Gay spouse" exemption. 

' mocratic Senatorial Campaign C o m : ; . ^ ^ ^ ^ » ^ ^ i ^ u " c h l b b a r o Jr. 

1. 

. . u.. : • r .• t r.-

1 1*1 : 

m. 

v / ' ^ i LOS ANGELES, 
2 'Calif. — Two Holly wood 

J .. studios have joined the list 
, . V(bf those that extend bene-
i' 1. £fits to.domestic partners of 
.; • Gay" employees.,' Dream-

;̂  Worics SKG,. with an em-
'-Vployeebase of 500 people, 
, recently began offering 

..: the benefits , and Metro-
k. Goldwyn-Mayer. Inc., H I 

7 which employs 800 people , 
fulltime, began Feb. 1. "v 

, Hollywood Supports, an 
•• organization of leading .S 
: movie industry figures (T* 
; that works to fight dis-

crimination on the basis of "*T-
- HIV status and sexual ori- ^ 
. '- entation, said the move by 
! both companies leaves 

only one movie studio in 
•Hollywood that does not 
offer domestic partner 
benefits. 
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Socarides Richard 

From; qnftws 
To: qnews 
Subject: IMPORTANT - Newsweek article 
Date: Tuesday. December 05 . 1995 3:03PM 

Send your comments on the issue of gay marriage to NEWSWEEK. 

The fol lowing 2 1/2 poge article appears in the latest issue of NEWSWEEK 
(December 1 1 , 1995 - Cover: Oliver Stone's NIXON fi lm). 

Lettors to tho Editor should be cont to : 
NEWSWEEK 
251 W. 57th Street 
New York. N. Y. 10019-1894 
FAX: 212-445-4120 
E-MAIL: letters@newsweek.com 

or: n6wi50a@prodioy.com 

Include your name, address and daytime telephone number. 
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DO YOU, TOM, TAKE HARRY.... 
-MANY GAY COUPLES WANT TO GET MARRIED. BUT EVERY STATE SAYS NO. IS IT TIME 
FOR THE LAW TO CHANGE? 
By Anne Underwood and Bruce Shenit2 

Nine Baehr has concocted elaborate plans for the wedding of her dreams. 
Why not? She's 35 and "crazy in love." She will rent a fabulous estate 

outside Honolulu and String lights in the trftes. The reception will be a 
traditional Hawaiian luau. Breaking tradit ion, Baehr will wear a slinky 
black evening gown dotted wi th sequins. 

There is, however, another tradition to be broken in this fantasy wedding. 
The person Baehr wants to marry is another woman, Genora Dancel, her lover 

since 1 990. But instead of just having some sort of ceremony and the grand 
party, the couple wants something else: a marriage license from the state. 
Baehr and Dancel, along wi th two other gay couples, f irst applied five years 

ago.. After a f ight that has already gone to the Hawoir Supreme Court -
which made a finding in Baehr's favor, but sent the issue back to a lower 
court - legal experts say she may actually get her wish within the next two 
yaare. 

Much more than Baehr's happiness is at stake here, though. No other state 
recognizes homosexual marriages, and opinion polls show that nearly 65 
pgrcent of Americans oppose the idea. But states usually recognize legal 
marriages performed in another jurisdiction, so if Hawaii legalizes same-sex 
weddings. It automatically raises the Issue for the entire country. "We wil l 
be (in Hawaii) f ive minutes after i t 's ratif ied." said New Yorker Christine 
Edwards, who is engaged to Marjorie Hill. Anticipating such a situation, 
Utah's legislature already vgted In March not to recognize out-of-state 
marriages that would not be legal under its own laws. 

In facing the issue, states will have to bear in mind that marriage has 
t w o dimensions: the spiritual one of love and commitment, and the worldly 
one of health plans and inheritance rights. The fight in Hawaii is mostly 
about the paperwork. Baehr and Dancel are already free to take their vows 
bafara any minieter will ing to perform the ceremony, and the change in the 
law they seek would not compel a priest, say, to off iciate. Gay church 
weddings, virtually unheard of before 1968, are now officially sanctioned in 
a few denominations, and quietly taking place in others (although in 
recognition that only the state can ratify a marriage, they are usually 
called something like "blessings of a holy union"). A lot depends, though. 
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on where one lives. Some Episcopol priests are happy to perform gay 
marriages, but a year ago, when Jim Black and Thorn Monnahan sought to get 
married in Seattle's Episcopal Cathedral of St. Mark's, Bishop Vincent Warner 
forbade i t , provoking the couple to ©tog© a 10-day last in tho cathedral. 
The sympathetic bishop told them they were "on the side of the angels," but 

they needed to get the Episcopal House of Bishops on their side as wel l , and 
so far that hasn't happened. 

As for the other aspect of marriage, society has already begun moving, 
although haltingly, toward a recognition of the legal and financial rights of 
gay couples. Amazingly enough, it is big business that is leading the way, 
in the interest of employee morale or, perhaps, elementary fairness. In a 
trend pioneered just four years ago by Lotus Development Corp., more than 200 
American companies now extend at least some spousal benefits to their gay 
employees' partners. These "domestic partnersh p" programs provide for such 
benefits as health and life insurance, as well as leaves for paternity or 
maternity, illness and bereavement. Among the companies are such rock-ribbed 
members of the mainstream as Coors Brewing Co. and the law firm of Covington 
& Burling. Disney recently joined the list - and is now facing a call for 
boycott by the Florida chapter of the American Family Association. 

Gay leaders strongly applaud partnership programs. But many also insist 
thet these programs are weak imitations of tho benefits routinoly afforded 
heterosexual couples. A report commissioned by the Hawaii state legislature 
lists dozens of rights that matrimony confers on heterosexuals but domestic 
partnerships don' t . Among them: spouses can claim a tax deduction for a 
dependent partner and can qualify for payments under their partner's social 
securltv. Bob Stauffer, a heterosexual member of the Hawaiian Commission on 
Sexual Orientation and the Law. says: " I t 's like saying to Rosa Parks, 'We're 
going to put air conditioning in the back of the bus.' All the examples of 
domestic partnership are separate but unequal." 

Horror stories: Many gay couples t ry to duplicate marriage benefits by 
having lawyers wri te wil ls, power of attorney and other legal documents to 
protect property, inheritances and the right to make health-care decisions. 
But horror stories abound, like that of Karen Thompson and Sharon Kowalski, 

t w o lesbians who lived together for four years in Minnesota. A car accident 
in 1983 left Kowalski w i th severe brain injuries. Thompson wanted to care 
for Kowalski at home, but Kowalski's family placed their daughter in a 
nursing home. Only after a bitter nine-and-a-half year legal f ight was 
Thompeon allowed to bring her lover home to St. Cloud, where they continue to 
live together. 

In that light, i f s not surprising that the issue should have arisen at a 
t ime when many gay couples face illness and the possibility of early death. 
Just a few years ago, the situation was different: many gay leaders 

considered marriage an institution somehow alien to gay culture, or a cause 
that would distract from important issues. Now, though, most gay 
organizations endorse legalized marriage. Marriage "is about the legal 
equality of our love for each other," says Andrew Sullivan, editor of The New 
Republic. "I think i t 's as important to us as interracial marriage was to 
African-American civil rights." 

And that 's probably for a lot of people on the other side of the issue as 
wel l . To religious conservatives, sanctioning gay relationships is another 
attack on American public morality. As Robert Knight, director of cultural 
studies at the Family Research Council, put i t" "Marriage hy definition ^ , 
joins t w o opposite selves together. It is the building block of 
civilization. That 's why we shouldn't be messing wi th i t . " President Bill 
Clinton apparently agrees, but also disagrees. In October White House aide 
George Stephanopoulos told gay and lesbian journalists that Bill Clinton 
didn't support legally recognized gay marriage. But last week Clinton's 
deputy press secretary. Ginny Terzano. said. "The president doesn't think 
that same-sex marriages should be out lawed." 

The issue will be Joined again In Hawaii, where the Supreme Court ruled in 
Baehr's suit that forbidding same-sex marriages constituted sex 
discrimination, violating the state constitution's equal-rights amendment. 
Now a trial court must decide if a "compelling state interest" exists to 

justify the ban. In making its case, the state will argue that children are 
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better off w i th their biological mother and father. Then what about the case 
of Kevin Williams and Timothy Eustance, who were married last April in Christ 
Episcopal Church, in Hackensack, N. J. , after 17 years together? In 1988 the 
couple adopted a 5-week-old HIV positive baby who had been left in a Jersey 
City hospital, followed by an 8-year-old with AIDS, and, five years later, 
the baby's younger brother. The 8-year-old died, but the two younger ones 
(who have converted spontaneously to HIV-negative status) were ring bearorc 
at the wedding. 
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reaches compromise 
on partners law, adoption 

by Lou Chibbaro Jr. 
l'>: VD.C.'s domestic partners law will remain 

. ^Mft- •• - ; - v hibits the 
. ':^M-::;r:::-p: W;]'?1, '"eluding i 

c ' . ' ^ V - - : : ; ; v : 3 : ; • sc 

. on the books, although unfunded, and joint 
./.adoptions by Gay couples will be permitted 
y but significantly restricted under a controver-

sial D.C. appropriations bill passed Wcdncs-
t̂ day by the House of Representatives./ 

Ilhe Senate, was expected to; pass the bill 
^late this-week.:''-
'•̂ '•••arhe''$4.9 •trinioh^D.C. appropriation mea-
v ŝure had been stalled in a House-Senate con-
^ferencei, committee for more than -three 
^ months, largely; because of a dispute between 
^House .members and Senators over a contro-
^versial plan to revamp the D.C. public school 

Wednesday's action by the House brought 
a sigh of relief to Gay activists. The Human 

Campaign, a national Gay political 
and the Capital Area Log Cabin Club, 
based Gay Republican group, had 

waged a two-month lobbying campaign to 
persuade the conference committee to kill or 
weaken language calling for much greater re­
strictions on the city's domestic partners and 
adoption laws. 

The earlier language, which the House 
passed in November, would have completely 
repealed the domestic partners law and would 
have amended the city's adoption statute to 
prohibit all unmarried couples, including Gay 
couples, from adopting children. 

The bill passed by the House Wednesday 
discards the earlier language, a proposal by 
anti-Gay Rep. John Hostettler (R-lnd.), and 
keeps the domestic partners law on the books. 
However, similar to the way Congress has 
handled the domestic partners law since the 
D.C. Council passed it four years ago, the lan­
guage adopted by the House this week pro-

city from spending any money — 
money collected from D.C. taxpay­

ers — to implement the partners law. 
The language also prohibits unmarried cou­

ples, including Gays, from jointly adopting 
children, but it allows one partner to adopt as 
a single parent while allowing the second 
partner to adopt the child later.. 

The version approved this week partially 
rebukes Rep. Jay Dickey (R-Ark.), the con­
servative, anti-Gay House member who led 
efforts to completely ban Gay couples from 
adopting. Dickey said allowing such adop­
tions in (he nation's capital undermined the 
traditional family. 

"In the environment of this Congress, this 
was the best we could get," said Nancy Buer-
meyer, HRC's senior policy advocate. 

Buermeyer and Carl Schmid, president of 
the Capital Area Log Cabin Gub, said an in­
formal coalition of moderate Republicans and 
Democrats played a key role in defeating ef­
forts to retain the more restrictive, anti-Gay 
language cn domestic panners and adoption. 

Schmid credited Sen. James Jeffords (R-

D.C. school board for leading efforts to in­
clude in the appropriations bill a sweeping 
proposal to reform the city's public school 
system. Although D.C. school officials sup­
port some parts of Gunderson's proposals, 
most are bitterly opposed to a provision that 
would provide vouchers, or "grants," to pay 
student tuition for private schools. 

The controversy over the school proposal 
caused the conference committee to deadlock 
for three months. The committee first ap­
proved the compromise language on the do­
mestic partners and adoption issues in De­
cember. But the delays over the education 
flap enabled anti-Gay House members more 
time to press for more restrictive language on 
the domestic partners and adoption issues, a 
development that kept Gay lobbyists in a con­
stant state of alert 

Aides to Jeffords expected the Senale to 
pass the bill late Thursday or Friday. 

The White House has yet to say whether 
President Clinton will sign the D.C. appropri­
ations measure. Sources familiar with the 
White House said the president is leaning to­
ward signing it. 

The adoption controversy began early last 
year when the D.C. Court of Appeals handed 
down a controversial decision declaring that 
D.C.'s adoption statute permitted unmarried 
couples, including Gay couples, to jointly 
adopt children. Gays have long been allowed 

. to adopt as single parents in D.C, and the flap 
over the appeals court decision did not lead to 
efforts to challenge the right of Gays to adopt 
as single parents. 

However, the court ruling prompted Dick­
ey to introduce an amendment to the D.C. ap­
propriations bill seeking to totally ban joint 
adoptions by Gay couples and unmarried het­
erosexual couples. 

The adoption language included in the ap­
propriations bill which the House passed this 
week prohibits Gay couples and unmarried 
heterosexual couples from jointly adopting 
children at the same time. Unlike Dickey's 
version, the new version allows one partner to 
adopt a child as a single parent while allow­
ing the second partner to adopt the child at a 
later date. 

"This is an improvetnent over the earlier 
version, but it's still an attack on Gay and 
Lesbian lamilies," said American University 
law professor Nancy Polikoff, who special­
izes in family law pertaining to Gays. 

The domestic partners language included in 
this week's House-passed appropriations bill 
keeps in place restrictions that Congress has 
adopted during the past three years. It bars the 

• city from allowing partners of D.C. govern­
ment employees to pay to join the employees' 
health insurance plans. It also bars the city 
from spending its money to carry out another 
provision of the domestic partners law — a 
provision allowing same-sex couples or un-

who chaws the Senate Appropriations -married heterosexual couples to pay a fee to 
subcommittee on D.C, and Rep. Steve Gun-
derson (R-Wis.), the only openly Gay Repub­
lican in Congress, with persuading enough 
Republicans on the conference committee to 

years, pro-
led efforts 

the Democrats to kill, and later weaken, 
domestic. partner and adoption restric-

Gunderson, while praised by Gay activists, 
has been sharply attacked by members of the 

the city to register their relationships as do­
mestic partners. 

Gay civil rights attorneys responded to the 
registration restriction in 1993 by devising a 
procedure for registration by mail. At the 
time, city officials said the mail registration 
would not cost the city any money and thus 
would not violate the Cortgressional restric­
tion. Then Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly adopted 
the procedure, and activists say there is no 
reason why it should not continue under this 
year's appropriations bill.T 
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Socarides Richard 

From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

SPECIAL ALERT: 

Channel Q 
qnews 
SPECIAL ALERT: Chicago Tribune 
Thursday, January 25, 1996 8:29AM 

The fol lowing excellent commentary appears today in The Chicago 
of the largest papers in America with over a million readers daily. XWe 
Chicago Tribune welcomes letters to the editor from anyone in tt>e country. 

This is an excellent opportunity to write a letter to the editor on the 
subject. Some suggestions: You might... / f 

- Thank the Tribune for running this c o m m e n t a r y / ' 
- Make additional points of your own on the subject of gay marriage 
- Respond to anti-gay comments made by the^merican Family Association or 

other anti-gay arguments in general / 
- Relate a moving personal story about^your commitment wi th someone you 

would like to marry that will connect wj th readers hearts 
- Send in a letter you have previously writ ten on the subject of gay 

marriage if you are short on time 

No doubt the anti-gay forces afe already sending their letters to the Chicago 
Tribune. While editors do ndt print every letter they receive, they do base 
the final pro and con ratip^on the ratio that they receive, so even a short 
note of support wouldUtfe helpful to the overall total of pro-gay letters. 

Send your letter t p^Vo ice Of The People" along wi th your name, address and 
telephone number for verification purposes (they ask writers to include a 
daytime teleofcone number, although in my experience they do not actually call 
before printing): 

E-MajK Tribletter@AOL.COM 
O R / a x i t t o : 312-222-2598 

THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
Thursday, January 25, 1996 
Source: Stephen Chapman. 
Section: COMMENTARY 

UNSPEAKABLE UNIONS? - THE FLIMSY CASE AGAINST GAY MARRIAGE 
A specter is haunting conservatives: gay marriage. The state of Hawaii is 

moving toward sanctioning homosexual unions, and that prospect has induced 
something approaching apoplexy on the right. Some opponents regard this as 
one of the defining political issues of the day. They want other states to 
refuse to recognize such marriages-a departure from the custom that a 
marriage transacted in one state is accepted by all. 

But why is there such resistance? This is not a zero-sum game. If 
homosexuals win the right to wed, the victory doesn't come at the expense of 
heterosexuals, who will retain all the pleasures, prerogatives and duties 
that come wi th matrimony. 

Much of the opposition stems from religious objections. "We just believe 
it 's plain immoral," said Tim Wildmon, vice president of the American Family 
Association. "It goes against the Holy Scriptures." 

It may come as a revelation to Wildmon that American law and the 10 
Commandments are two different things. We call ourselves a free society 
partly because we permit all sorts of things that "go against the Holy 
Scriptures"-blasphemy, fornication, making graven images, Sabbath-breaking, 
coveting your neighbor's maidservant and more. 

The supposed moral offense that upsets conservatives is sexual relations 
between gays-wh ich is already permitted nearly everywhere. If Americans can 
tolerate gay sex, why not gay marriage? 
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Conservatives, of course, do not willingly tolerate gay sex. But some of 
their thinkers have tried to come up wi th reasons to oppose gay marriage that 
are somewhat more persuasive than invoking Leviticus. The effort only 
demonstrates the emptiness of their cause. What they are engaged in is not 
reasoning but rationalization. 

The primary objection from Christian Action Network president Martin 
Mawyer is that if gays gain the right to wed, "marriage as an institution 
will be rendered meaningless." Society encourages marriage, he says, solely 
because "it is likely to produce a greater good, namely children, who are 
necessary for any society's existence." 

But not everyone who gets married has children, and not everyone who has 
children gets married. We allow unions between people who don' t want children 
and people who can't have children. 

Marriage, conservatives argue, provides a vital framework for raising 
children. But gay couples also raise children-either children one of them 
has produced or children they have adopted. There is no law to stop a lesbian 
mother from bringing up her own son in a household that includes her female 
partner. 

Robert Knight of the Family Research Council says homosexual conduct has 
to be discouraged to preserve traditional marriages, which are precious 
because "the stability they bring to a community benefits all." But allowing 
gay marriage would advance the same interest by discouraging promiscuity and 
encouraging commitment - the opposite of what current policy does. If it 's 
good for society when straight couples settle down in permanent, legally 
sanctioned relationships, why is it bad when gay couples do likewise? 

Because it would set a terrible precedent, according to Amherst College 
professor Hadley Arkes. Next thing you know, he warns, we' l l have to allow 
marriage between men and boys, between fathers and daughters, even between 
multiple partners. Knight goes further, fearing that some men will want to 
marry dogs. 

Here we have passed into outright hallucination. Why does legalizing gay 
marriage lead to man-boy unions, any more than allowing heterosexual marriage 
leads to man-girl unions? Children may not marry for a simple reason that is 
irrelevant to gay marriage: They can't give true consent. 

As for incestuous pairings, they would doubtless remain illegal because 
they undermine a taboo that is crucial to the protection of children and 
because they carry health risks for potential offspring. 

Polygamy? If two women are happy to marry the same man and live together 
in a family, subject to the same strictures as two-partner marriages, there 
is no obvious reason to stop them. But such arrangements would be rare. There 
are lots of unmarried gay couples in America but very few unmarried men 
cohabiting wi th several women. 

These arguments serve mainly to obscure the issue, not illuminate it. 
Conservatives say they abhor gay marriage because they value marriage. The 
truth is they abhor gay marriage because they abhor gays. 

PHOTO: Illustration by David Csicsko. 
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National News la. 

, For the second time in two, 
years, the U.S. Internal Revenue 

. Service has issued a "private let-
. ter ruling" to an employer de­
claring that its employees must 
pay taxes on company health 

,:; benefits for domestic; partners, 
just as. if the benefits were tax­
able income. 1 ,: , :. 

The; IRS^whicH issued the 
ruling Oct 18 to an unidentified 

: law firm, released a copy of the; 
""'.ruling to the-press last week, 

with the name of the firm erased 
from the top of the document. 

In November 1994, the IRS 
. issued a similar ruling to the 

Writers' Guild Industry Health 
i-.'.Fund, a multi-employer fund 

that offers health benefits, in-
• eluding domestic partners bene-

fits, to television and motion states that employer health:Beh- '̂ arid grant*a' tax :ex^^K»^for^ 
-picture writers. However, in the; efits are tax-exempt for spouses employer benefits for domestic.̂  
; case of the, Writers' Guild.. In-/^ of married employees, and the^^partners.̂ .. . ^ ,»4*3*1.?^?^' 
. dustry Health Fund, die IRS said -̂ employees' dependents. Accords;\̂ ^Gay'activiste^Mv^dendmml̂  
the ftmd itself could retain its ing tp the IRS, such benefits;̂  the.current policy as unfairahd^' 

/tax-exempt status as. long as it xmust .be treated as taxable in-{{jdiscriminatory, noting that while^ 
limits its domestic partners ben-;- come for anyone else. In its lat-;;iheterosexual. couples have theigj? 

. efits to 3.4 percent of the value : est ruling, the IRS noted that an ; opuon to marry, Gay couples do|f 
of. the,;total amount̂ of health .̂ employeê . would-;, be .exempt ^ not ^ ;,,.„,.-i-v^fof^f^^^. 
benefits the fund proyides to allMfronviwiying taxes on His or herj|...: iWl&'i&iiUf a ^ i ^ i S ^ I ^ 

" • of its employees. The latter pro^domestic; partners benefits ibnly ŝtisr̂ niiing.japplies .ionly t̂o f̂*-3^ 
. vision does not appl/ito the lawpfif-the domestic,, partner , doiild ̂ company or party ithat ireque 
. firm because, unlike , the guild ; qualify as a legal dependent it But IRS observers say such ^ 

fund, it is a profit-making cor-^.^.The..IRS. also noted that the- mlings provide insight into theyfe 
poration.. ' . .... ..; , > ::vf«ieral tax code allows states to 

The IRS said it based its deci-V'. decide how to define a legal 
sion to tax domestic partners ^ spouse. iThus, if a state recog-

• benefits for the law firm and the 'fnizes same-sex marriage:-or in 
. writers fund on the.:,U.S. tax' 'some other way redefines the 
code and various court rulings legal definition of a spouse, the 
upholding the code. The code IRS would accept that policy 

ERS's position on various 
matters and that such rulings arê f/ 
believed to apply to other com-:M 

•v."'. panics or organizations under^ 
similar circumstances.' 

• -—Lou Chibbaro J r . | | 

i'if. 
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• SAN FRANCISCO—The city's Board of Supervi-
•3 sors unanimously approved a measure that gives gay 

:.' ;:\v couples the right to a symbolic wedding ceremony 
beginning in April. 

. I • The measure must have another reading Monday, 
then becomes law March 21. ' 

The dvil ceremonies would recognize domestic 
'•: ,1 partnerships, but would not be legal marriages. They 

, would only solemnize the rights'the dty has granted 
. V gay couples since its 1991 domestic partnership law. 

V That ordinance gives' domestic partners visitation 
' rights in hospitals and, for dty employees, shared 

;. health plans and bereavement leave when a. partner 
dies. Private employers are not required to grant the 
same benefits. ..' . 

Only couples registered as domestic partners m 
San Francisco would be eligible for the ceremony. At 

; , least 3,000 unmarried couples, most of them gay, al-
: . . • ready have filed for that designation. 

'. .v£v;;S>an' Francisco's efibrtyto recognize:long-tenn ho-̂ . 
'.'V -. mosexual partnerships is it odds with a state effort. 

The state Assembly is scheduled to study a bill today 
- that would prohibit California from reajgnizing same-

sex marriages, whether performed inside the state or 
outside—for example in Hawaii, where gay mar- . 
riages could be legalized next year. 

San Francisco has a large gay population, some­
times estimated at 10 percent Or more of the 
730,000 residents, attracted by the dty and its liber-

; al political bent. — — ^ p 

' •"" " .- . ^ -

y; it /•.''•il": 
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Local News 

Episcopalians mull Gay issues 
Conservative delegates unable to îlute pro-Gay statement 

tive statement approved by the 
House of Bishops which , states 
that heterosexual marriage is the 
only appropriate place for. the ex-

by Wendy Johnson 
The topic of homosexuality 

dominated the lOlst annual con­
vention of the Washington Dio­
cese of the Episcopal Church re­
cently when conservative dele­
gates tried unsuccessfully to 
water-down a pro-Gay. statement 
the diocese approved at its con­
vention last year. 

Delegates debated whether to 
discount "A Statement in Koinon-
ia," a pro-Gay declaration written 
in 1994 by Bishop John Spong of 
Newark, NJ., that was approved 
by a strong majority of delegates 
during last year's convention. 

Koinonia comes from the 
Greek word for "fellowship and 
participation." The Koinonia 
statement has been criticized by 
conservatives for its stance on ho­
mosexuality. The document states ''X\ 
that homosexuality and heterosexuaiity are morally, neu­
tral; that same-sex unions should be recognized and sup­
ported by the church; and, that Gays who set a "whole­
some example" should be ordained in the church. 

Delegates at the lOlst convention ultimately adopted 
three resolutions pertaining to Koinonia, although two 
were slightly contradictory. 

By a wide margin, delegates resolved to affirm 
Koinonia and to "[live] out what it means." Approved by 

pression of sex, was soundly de­
feated. Also defeated was La reso­
lution to affirm the House of Bish­
ops' "Continuing the Dialdgu^ 
which affirms that the church 
teach that heterosexual, monogâ  
mous marriage is the "normative 
context" of sexual intimacy. 
AOther pro and anti-Koinonia 

measures were introduced, but 
they were either dismissed due to 
their similarity to resolutions al­
ready "voted on or because the 

Iff convention ran out of time, 
prompting one longtime attendee 
to comment the Washington Post 

ip John-Spong wrote the pro- ^ ^ c h u r c h t 0 h a v e ^ 
Gay declaration ^ed ^inonia." . ^ ^ ^ s e x u a ] i . 

; -p, yy? " • . :.>v ": .,...''S"ty" than evangelism. 
i''

t" The Washington diocese has long been known for its 
'open-minded congregations and last year became the 

' first Episcopal diocese in the country to affirm Koinonia. 
New York, California, and Newark have since followed. 

"Our diocese took the lead on ordaining black bishops, 
[permitting] divorce, and ordaining women," said John 
Clinton Bradley, co-chair of Integrity, a Gay Episcopal 
group. "These votes mean that our diocese is on record 
as saying that being homosexual is just as good as being 
heterosexual." a slim margin, however, was a resolution to recognize 

Koinonia as a "document to.study"-only, and not. as Although it has a tradition̂ brwelcoming Gays into its 
church doctrine, though the resolution also reaffirms the 
church's acceptance of all people, regardless of sexual 
orientation. 

"They're slightly contradictory, but we're splitting 
hairs here," said Carolyn Feinglass, co-chair of Integri­
ty/Washington, a national Gay Episcopalian organiza­
tion. "The conservative position is a relatively small but 
very vocal minority." 

Also adopted was a resolution to continue to a dia­
logue about human sexuality "prayerfully, [and] with an 
attitude of love and respect." 

A resolution to endorse "An Affirmation," a conserva-

fold, the church has never definitively decided whether 
Gay people, who cannot legally many, should be or­
dained if they are not celibate. Washington Bishop 
Ronald Haines has come under fire for his ordination in 
1991 of Elizabeth Carl, the diocese's first openly Les­
bian priest 

"TTie question is, 'How can you be a wholesome ex­
ample for people when the church says that wholesome 
relationships can only take place in a monogamous, mar­
ried relationship?"' said the Rev. Patricia Thomas, assis- J 
tant to Bishop Haines. "The challenge before the church i 
is 'What is a wholesome lifestyle for the homosexual'?" ' 

f 

J 
The Episcopal Church in the past has had no forrmd 

poUcy on the ordination of Gays and has left the choice 
^ e a c h individual diocese. But that may change now 
that the church is determining ^ ^ ^ . J ^ S S ^ 
mits such a practice. Currently, Bishop^^ r 

facing heresy charges from his church for his 1990 ord 
nation of an openly Gay man. HU, tnal li« been post 
poned while the Episcopal Church debates the issue.T 



waii tables 
gay-marriage bill 
By Claudine Kriss 
USA TODAY 

Hawaii's legislative proposal to legal­
ize same-sex marriages appears to be 
dead for this year, the House Judiciary 
Committee chairman said Wednesday. 

The proposal is being closely 
watched across the USA because a mar­
riage in one state usually must be recog­
nized in all states. . 

Rep. Terrance Tom said his judiciary 
panel decided Tuesday not to report the 
measures to the House for action. But, 
he said, "nothing is completely dead" as 
long as the Legislature is meeting 

The issue comes up again this sum­
mer in the state Supreme Court, which 
ruled in May 1993 that denying mar­
riage licenses to gay couples is unconsti­
tutional unless the state can prove a 
"compelling interest" The state will at­
tempt to do that at a hearing July 15 in a • 
suit by three gay couples who were de­
nied marriage licenses! 

Also killed were bills to create do-. 
mestic partnerships and to give same-
sex couples many of the same rights . 
married couples now enjoy, such as 
government benefits, joint insurance 
policies, the right to make medical deci­
sions for a partner and tax advantages. 

Tom said more study is needed on 
the effect on the state's economy. 

In California, an Assembly commit­
tee Wednesday approved a bill to bar 
recognition of homosexual marriages . 
performed in other states. 

s 5 .$ •§ i « 
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Yeltsin: VVianteto010 

rebuild Chechnya 

WORLD 
Chechens free captives; 
conflict not over yet 

Dozens of hostages seized by Chechen rebels in a 
raid outside their separatist republic this month were 
released Wednesday in an exchange clouded by new 

clashes between rebels and 
Russian troops. The Chechens 
continued to hold 14 Russian 
police officers taken after the 
Jan. 9 raid in neighboring Dage­
stan that touched off a bloody 
siege and escalated the 13-
month-old war. The hostages 
were released after Russian of­
ficials turned over the bodies of 
42 Chechen lighters killed in 
last week's fighting, the Inter­
fax news agency said. President 
Boris Yeltsin, meanwhile, or­
dered the release of |3.4 billion 

to rebuild Chechnya and pay benefits to refugees and 
other victims of the war. About 30,000 people have 
been killed and 300,000 made homeless since Russian 
troops went into Chechnya in December 1994 to put 
down a three-year Independence drive 

FRENCH BOOK BAN: The French are finding 
ways to sneak around a ban on a new book that re­
veals that the late president Francois Mitterrand Ued 
about his health during his entire presidency. Pascal 
Barbraud, manager of Le Web, a cybercafe for com­
puter enthusiasts in the town of Besancon, transcribed 
all 190 pages of The Big Secret into his Internet site 
late Tuesday. By Wednesday, Le Web said at least 
1,000 people an hour were swamping its site on the 
World Wide Web. Most were from France, Belgium, 
Switzerland and Canada. The Internet apparently isnt 
the only access tb the book written by Claude Gubler, 
Mitterrand's physician during most of his 14 yean as 
president A classified ad of the L'Esf RepubUccdn 
newspaper contained this offer. "For I sale: Dr. 
Gubler-s Le Grand Secret." It didnt list a price. 

DEATH SQUAD INDICTMENT: Spain's ex-inte­
rior minister Jose Barrionuevo was indicted by the Su­
preme Court on charges he directed death squads 
against Basque separatists. He is the most senior offi­
cial to be formally accused. Barrionuevo and ex-state 

security chief Rafael Vera are accused of setting up 
GAL, or Anti-Terrorist Liberation Groups, in 1983 to 
combat the armed Basque separatist group, ETA The 
ETA has waged a 28-year campaign for independence 
for Spain's three northern Basque provinces. 

CHINA POLITICS: Chinese President and Com­
munist Party Chief Jiang Zemin issued an impas­
sioned plea to the nation Wednesday for a return to 
socialist orthodoxy and warned against the charms of 
short-term economic gala Jiang's toughly worded ad­
dress attacked deviants from socialist ideology and 
urged a renewed commitment to "spiritual civiliza­
tion," a Chinese watchword for.more left-wing ortho­
doxy. "We must strictly ban the cultural trash poison­
ing the people and social atmosphere," Jiang said. His 
speech appeared to herald a new propaganda barrage 
in support of ideology after several years under the 
banner of socialist economic reform, analysts said. 

TERRORISM LAW: An Israeli human-rights 
group says a proposed law essentially would legalize 
torture by allowing Shin Bet agents to use physical 
force when interrogating terrorism suspects. The pro­
posed law, approved Tuesday by Prime Minister Shi­
mon Peres, would permit agents of the security ser­
vice to use force without prior permission from a min­
isterial committee, as is required now. "It is totally 
unacceptable at the end of the 20th century to have a 
law that basically legalizes torture," said Eitan Felner, 
deputy director of the Israeli rights group BTselem. 

ALSO . . . V S . ARMY Spec Michael New was 
tossed out of the military by a military court in Ger­
many for refusing to wear a United Nations patch and 
cap with his VS. Army uniform. New, 22, of Conroe, 
Texas, said he swore to defend the UJS. Constitution 
and not the U.N. charter. He would not take orders 
that originated with a non-U£. general New is the 
first VS. soldier court-martialed for refusing to wear 
U.N. insignia.... COLOMBIA MAY hold a national 
referendum to decide the fate of President Ernesto 
Samper. Samper's ex-campaign manager and defense 
minister Fernando Botero accused the president of 
knowingly accepting money from the Call drug cartel 
to finance his 1994 election campaign. ... THE 
COUNCIL OF EUROPE, meeting in France, is likely 
to approve Russian membership in the 38-nation 
group on Thursday. The parliamentary assembly of 
the Council, which seeks to promote democracy and 
human rights, held up Russia's 1992 membership ap­
plication for seven months last year.... TANZANIA 
HAS agreed to provide temporary refuge for up to 
12,000 Rwandans fleeing the same ethnic violence in 
Burundi that drove them from their homeland, the 
VK refugee agency said Wednesday. 



juegai gay nnu riage on Hawan s nonzon 
Controversy 
is a certainty 
across USA 
ByCaH Weteer 
Gannett N m Service 

WASHINGTON - n e in t legal 
gay mairiage could take (dace this 
year In Hawaii 

If It happens, according to acttvtets 
on bote sides of the debate. It will 
trigger a national fight about the 
family, gay rights and love Itself. Ev­
ery stale wm have to decide where tt 
stands oo the Question of gny men • 
and lestriam marrytag and 'whether 
to reoopilze Hawaii's mail luges. * 

" I do think fhb win become a huge 
Issue in 1996. It may wen be a key 
Issue tn the presidential campaign," 
says Robert KnlgMoi the Family Re­
search Council, which opposes gay 
roaniages. 

"The ttme for dtanwrtng whether 
to seek the freedom to many has 
passed because we are Ukeiy to win 
it," says gay maniage advocate 
Evan WoUnn, director of the Mar­
riage Project at the Lambda Legal 
Defense and Education Fund. "The 
big question Is going to be Will we be 
able to keep it against the ferocious 
backlash of our enendesT 

The debate b not Just about ab­
stract concepts such as the detnldon 
of a family or the rights of a minor­
ity. I f t abo about mundane matters: 

, taxes, funerals and health benefits. 
Toshav and Phillip Storrs, a gay 

couple in Ithaca, N.Y, understand 
the significance of Hawaii's proposal 
They are trying to buy a house. 
Though they consider themselves 
married, banks treat them as busi-
ness partners. "They see us as two 
different individuals ...' with no fi­
nancial Interest In staying together," 
Toshav Storrs says. 

But the Storrs wool rush off to Ha­
waii "Not unless someone gave us 
the money," says Toshav Storrs, a ho­
tel desk derk. " I need to wait for 
New York to take action, or at least 
somewhere In my region." 

The controversy om- legalizing 
gay marriages comes as gay mar­
riages are becoming a more promi­
nent pert of American culture 

• A Dec 12 episode of TVsRose-
oiwe featured a maniage between 
two men. ABC delayed airing the 

. * A. i . ' 

^/<' 
• t Vv 

Amanjagalnthartadowa ol aocMy: Toshav, Wtand PMp &om o> Waca. MY, said their vowaln a Jewish, 
'oonwntonent ooramon/ h Juia, tut Ihey hope to obtain a bgif mantaQB kuiso. We low each other,' says Toahav. -

show until WO pm, an hour and a 
half after Its usual — more child-
friendly - time of 8 pm Cable TV 
showed a gay marriage In 1994 when 
the HIV-positive Pedro Zamora on 
MTVB The Real World tied the knot 
with his lover, Sean. The Jaa 18 epi­
sode of NBCs Friends wOl show a 
lesbian wedding. 

• An Increasing number of 
churches perform gay maniage cer­
emonies. Toshav and Phillip Storrs 
were married in a Jewish "commit­
ment ceieumny" In June. The Epis­
copal Church is studying gay mar­
riage, and presiding bishop Edroond 
Browning has said he b "sympathet­
ic" to such a move. 

• Some cities allow gay partners 
to register as couples; giving them 
some legal rights. Though not the 
equivalent of marriage, the registry 
provides offldal notice that two peo­
ple are a couple. Palo Alto, Calif, be­
came the latest dty to create a do­

mestic piutiiei registry In Decenh 
ber; Denver and Boulder, Coio, are 
conslderii^tt. 

• A few hundred companies and 
municipalities now —twni benelils 
to gay partners of employees. Those 
companies Include Time Warner, 
Nynex, Wait Disney, Levi Strauss. 
Apple Computer, Lotus Develop­
ment and MicrosbfL 

But domestic partner. regstries 
and employee benefits dont equal 
legal marriages, gay activists Insist 
That's what gays want "Not gay 
marriage. Marriage," says Wolfeon. 

In Hawaii, lepl gay marriages are 
moving forward oo two fronts 

^ A gubernatorial commission has 
recommended that gay couples be 
allowed to many, but the Legislature 
has not changed the law to allow i t 

• The state Supreme Court abb 
has ruled that denying marriage li­
censes to giy couples b unconstitu­
tional unless the state can prove a 

"compelling Interest" Hie stats at­
torney general b preparing tolugpe 
Its case fbr a "compelling Interest" 
before the court In July. 
- Court observers doubt justices will 

buy the argument Most expect that 
after a few more legal maneuvers 
the court will legate mr marriage. 

"There win be a day when lesbian 
and gay people win be allowed to 
many. We're definitely moving tn 
that direction," says David Smith, 
spokesman for the Human Rights 
Campaign, the nation's largest gay 
and lesbian political organization. 

Unless the Hawaiian Supreme 
Court suddenly b hit with a dose of 
reality, they will take the radical step 
of validating homosexual relation­
ships as marriage," says the Family 
Council's Knight "This presents a 
problem for the other 49 states." 

Hb suggestions: States should pass 
laws now to make It clear that mar­
riage b strictly between a man and a 

The benefits that partners could share 
Marriages arent just declara­

tions of love They also bring legal 
and SMwHaj benefits that part­
ners share. Including: 

• Government beoeflb such as 
Sodal Security and Medicare. 

• Joint Insurance policies for 
health, home and automobile 

• Retirement benefits. 
• The right to make medical 

decisions for a partner. 
• Family leave, to care fbr a 

sick partner or child. 
• WrengfukMh benefits. 

• Immigration for a partner 
from another country. 
" • Domestic violence protection 

orders. 
• Joint parental custody. 
• Alimony. 
• Tax advantages. 
• Inheritance rights. 
• Divorce rights. 
• Hospital visitation rights. 
• Confidentiality of conversa­

tions. 
• Right to decide what to do 

with a partner̂  corpse 

And they shouldn't worry 
about wbcther to recoyitiw those Ha-
waUan marriages. 

To groups such as the Family Re-
searcfa CouncM, gaymarriage b "an 
oxymoron, an ideological invention 
designed... toward the goal of gov-
'Ciuiuefitenforced acceptance of ho­
mosexuality," Knight says. 

He cans gay marriages "counter-
felt," saying tnat marriage mut be 

• the Joining of a fWM> and a M , | f u***1 If 
states allow two men or two women 
to many, why stop there? 

"Why not three men? Three wom­
en? A man and a boy?" he says. 

Tim WUdmoo, vice president of 
the American Family Assodatkn, 
says gay people should have the right 
to vote; to work, to be free of vio­
lence — but not to many. "We Just 
believe tfs plain tmmoreL It.goes. 
against the holy Scriptures," he says. 

Both Wildmon and Knight say gay 
marriages could lead to more fpy 
adoptions of children, "which 1 cofr 
rider a deep threat to cUMren-B weB-
being," Knight says. , 

Are other tunnies "going to want 
their chlHren to stay over with John­
ny and Bobbyjor the weekend? To 
be openly exposed to that kind of life­
style, that kind of behavior? I think tt 
could create great tension among a 
tot of American families." 

The Marriage Project's Wolfeon 
says there are only two isues: 
whether gay people should be al­
lowed a rigjit that eveiyuue ebe en­
joys, and whether states can "strip 
their marital status at the border." 

If some states tall to recognize the 
Hawaiian marriages, then "you're 
married or unmarried, depending oo' 
where you're parking that day," 
Wolfeon says. "Is this a country 
where' we have , to get a maniage 
visa stamped every time we cross a 

state border?" 
Wolfeon says the issue b simply 

fairness. "In all 50 states, lesbians 
and gay men ars today denied the 
basic freedom to many," he says. 
"We want the same rights and re­
sponsibilities — and I emphasize re-
spooribintles — that non-gay pwpie 
take for granted." 

There b debate within the gay 
community about pursuing legaliza­
tion of gay marriages. As with the is­
sue of gays in the military, many gay 
men and lesbians think the country 
b not ready — and expect a backlash 
so ferocious that gay rights will end 
up curtailed, not enlarged. 

With Hawaii In mind, Utah passed 
a law this year outlawing same«ex 
marriages. Similar bills were Intro­
duced South Dakota and Alaska. 
. "The signs, let met ten you, are 
ominous," wrote Jim Thomas, a col­
umnist for the News-Telegraph, a 
gay interest tabloid that circulates In 
minols, Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas 
and Tennessee "Some of our activ­
ists have taken on one of the most 
important institutions in our culture, 
parti cularty for conservatives. 

"You heard it here first," he 
wrote "We're going to get creamed." 

WoliSon agrees that the fights in 
each legislature or state court will be 
difficult But the best thing, he says, 
b to trigger a national debate, to 
make Americans start thinking 
about something they've never con­
sidered plausible 

"What I hope wUl happen b Amer­
icans win not dose their minds be­
fore they've begun to bear the taca. 
the real stories of reaHlfe people" 

Those reaMif e people are like To­
shav Storrs, who offers this short ex­
planation for. why he and Phillip 
should be allowed to many: "We 
love each other." 
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Florida has prison beds to spare 
Could rent 
the space to 
other states 
By Gary Fields . . . 
USA TODAY 

At a time when crowding in 
state prisons is so high that 
most states also use local lock­
ups or alternatives like tent cit­
ies, Florida has a welcome 
problem: nearly . 4,400 empty 
prison beds. 

Eight years of early releases 
and unprecedented prison con­
struction have given Florida's 
56 prisons nearly 73,000 beds, 
about 4,300 more than the 
number of state inmates. 

"This is the first time I can 
remember not worrying about 
a population crisis," said Doyle 
Kemp, who manages the in­
mate population for the correc­
tions department. 

State officials are trying to 
decide what to do with the 
space. National prison experts 
say Florida has few, if any, 
states it can look to for advice. 

t 

Mdsistate prisons house more Inmates thart they were 
L;<teslgnea for. At the end erf 1994 the average stafe prteort^1 r i 
^•was operating at between 117% and 129% of its operationaL-
S rated or design capacity. The 10 states with ihe mwtaowdedj 

M , - 4 DC 
• 184% 

_169% 

_J181% ^ ? 

In 1994, state prisons nation­
wide operated at between 
117% and 129% of capacity. As 
of June 30, 1995, state prisons 
had 1,004,608 inmates, up 
83,646 from a year earlier. 
While prison populations 
shrank in Alaska, Arkansas, 
Maine, South Carolina and 

Bf Nk* Onmanrtb. USA TODAY 

Washington, D.C, they grew in 
every other state. 

Crowding was so severe in 
1995 that 22 states and the Dis­
trict of Columbia sent nearly 
49,000 inmates to county and 
local jails. "From the stand­
point of states having extra 
beds, I don't think there are 

many states that have extra 
beds right now," says Bob Han-
nigan, president of the North 
American Association of War­
dens and Superintendents and 
a Kansas Department of Cor­
rections warden. 

In Florida, options for using 
the spare space Include renting 
the cells out to other states or 
renovating several of the older 
prisons, including at least one 
built in 1932. 

Florida's secretary of the 
Department of Corrections, 
Harry Singletary Jr., supports 
the renovation plan, saying the 
surplus of space is "a tempo­
rary situation." 

He says projections show 
that even with the construction 
program, Florida will be 4,000 
beds short by 1999 and 35,000 
beds short by 2005, when the 
state prison population is ex­
pected to hit 120,000. 

"You never know when you 
start leasing out space what 
you're going to get or when 
you're going to need your 
beds," Singletary says. 

The decision to renovate or 
rent will be left up to Gov. Law-
ton Chiles and the Legislature. 

But the idea isn't new. Coun­

ty and local jails have been 
renting cell space to other Ju­
risdictions for years. 
.. In Texas last year, state in­
mates accounted for nearly 
one-third of the 63,000 men 
and women held in 254 county 
jails. The cost was as high as 
140 a day for each state inmate 
kept in a local lockup, com­
pared with about $25 ta a state 
prison. 

When -state inmates are 
transferred out, many local 
jails feel the economic drain. 

"Some county jails are ad­
vertising for inmates," says 
Larry Todd, spokesman for the 
Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice. 

Nine states, including Massa­
chusetts, have sent 2,553 in­
mates to Texas county jails. Ar­
kansas and Hawaii are also in 
the process of sending prison­
ers. 

"It works well for the coun­
ties," Todd says. "Eventually 
our building program will slow 
and we'll have need of those 
county beds, but until that time, 
this Is a very good stopgap 
measure for states who have 
not yet expanded their prison 
system." : 
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The meteoric rise 
500 of AIDS case'sft Nov 1995 

* , " It took eight years > . 
^ for the United States 

tb 10^100,000,AIDS ' f June 1994 
cases, fn six years, 
that number jumped. j 
to 500,000.. r -
^ ^ ~ * "* *~ June. 1993;. 
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AIDS cases now 
number 500,000 

by Lisa Keen 
Half a million people: Enough to populate Denver. 

More than twice the number killed by the hydrogen 

Activists: reopen investigation 
GLOV calls on 
fire department 
to reopen probe 
of Hunter case 

1 -tii-
by Lou Chibbaro Jr. 

Gay activists said they will 
call on D.C. Fire Chief Otis 
Latin today to reopen a Fire 
Department investigation 
into an incident in which a 
firefighter taunted the victim 
of an August 7 car crash 
when he discovered the vic­
tim was a man dressed as a 
woman. 

The activists, who were 
scheduled to meet with Latin 
this afternoon, Dec. 1, said 
the identification two weeks 
ago by The Washington 
Blade of the firefighter who 
called accident victim Ty­
rone "Tyra" Hunter a "bitch" 
meets the criteria set by Latin 
for reopening a Fire Depart­
ment probe into the incident. 

But a fire official under Latin said this week that 
Latin does not consider the Blade report to constitute 
"substantive evidence" in identifying the firefighter and 
that he is not likely to reopen the investigation. 

X r p r p \ / f r ^ n s t v r .r \_/^l- iQir r \ f (~'.r>^^c or»H T o c k i o ^ t . O r . 

Department's claims not 
supported by its memos 

Few inconsistencies 
ess testimony 

Memos to D.C. Fire Chief Otis 
Latin cite few inconsistencies. 

in witr 
jy Lisa Keen 

Two me nos from a D.C. Fire De­
partment nvestigation reveal that 
there were many consistencies and 
only two i ery minor differences in 
the descriptions witnesses gave to 
identify thi fire department employ­
ee who jet red Tyrone Hunter as he 
lay dying ;t the scene of an automo­
bile accide it in August. 

The D C. Fire Department 
claimed at an Aug. 18 press confer­
ence that it could not identify which 
of 16 fir department personnel 

Continued on page 10 

Hunter, 24, a life-long Ei.C. resident, died from in­
juries suffered in the two-cailcrash at 50th and C streets, 
SE. The incident attracted ciywide attention when wit­
nesses from the neighborhooll reported that an unidenti-
r.aA ...^-i e • u ~ r i ; — . . . - i - -



by Lisa Keen 
ion people: Enough to populate Denver, 
/ice the number killed by the hydrogen 
d on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. More than 
e number of people who are members of 
neral Conference. More lhan ten times the 
ncrican soldiers killed in combat in Viet-

many people have been diagnosed with 
the United States. In fact, that's just the 

:al milestone, underscored by the U.S. 
iscase Control and Prevention (CDC) in 
uc of Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Re-

Continued on page 27 

nicm piooe into me inciuem. 
But a fire official under Latin said this week that 

Latin does not consider the Blade report to constitute 
"substantive evidence'" in identifying the firefighter and 
that he is not likely to reopen the investigation. 

Tracey Conaty, co-chair of Gays and Lesbians Op­
posing Violence (GLOV), said her organization faxed a 
letter Nov. 29 to D.C. Mayor Marion Barry asking 
Barn' to direct Latin to reopen the investigation into the 
Hunter incident. 

Johnny Allem, Barry's press spokesperson, said 
Barry will wait for Latin to decide whether or not to re­
open the investigation into the Hunter incident before 
Barry decides whether to take further action. Allem said 
Barry is aware of the controversy over the incident and 
is monitoring the situation. 

Hunter, 24, a life-long IJ.C. resident, died from in­
juries suffered in the two-cai crash at 50th and C streets. 
SE. The incident attracted ci ywide attention when wit­
nesses from the neighborhoo 1 reported that an unidenti­
fied rescue worker from the F ire Department shouted in­
sults at Hunter, who was dre; sed to appear as a woman, 
after discovering that Hunter was a man. Some witness­
es said the rescue worker also suspended treatment on 
Hunter for several minutes. 

Hunter's mother joined Gay 
transgendered peo 
take disciplinary acfion against 

In its Nov. 17 t 
Department sources f; 

advocates for 
Department to 

c worker, 
reported that Fire 
incident identified 

Continued on page 10 

five-year AIDS plan: 
ire do things stand? 
y Sue Fox 

months pouring over 
' project how the AIDS 
Id grow in the District 
Fhey brought in experts 
nal Cancer Institute, the 
br Disease Control and 
e National Institute of 
nfectious Diseases, and 
i centers. Hundreds of 
committees to identify 

elated needs and come 
strategies. They held a 
to insure collaboration 

mnity. 
n the summer of 1992, 

the D.C. Agency for HIV/AIDS re­
leased its long-awaited plan: a hefty 
document more than 250 pages long, 
containing recommendations for cop­
ing with the city's escalating AIDS 
crisis over the next five years. 

The D.C. Comprehensive 
HIV/AIDS Plan included hundreds of 
recommendations for improving med­
ical care, case management, and a host 
of other matters. Much of the publici­
ty surrounding the plan — and the at­
tention of many Gay and AIDS ac­
tivists in the years since — focused on 
recommendations for AIDS education 

Continued on page 6 
Hank Carde was one of the main 
authors of the five-year plan. 

Hawaii panel 
recommends 
Gay marriage 

by Lisa Keen 
For the first time ever, a statewide govern­

mental body has recommended legalizing 
same-sex marriage. The recommendation came 
in Hawaii from a commission appointed by the 
governor and leaders of the state legislature. 

In a 108-page "draft report" issued Nov. 22, 
the Commission on Sexual-Orientation and the 
Law states that there arc a "substantial num­
ber" of "major benefits" to extending marriage 
rights to same-sex couples. 

The commission was created in September 
Continued on page 27 
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Continued from page I 
of this year in response to growing con­
cern by some state legislators about a 
state supreme court ruling that the state 
cannot deny samc-scx marriage licenses 
to couples unless it can demonstrate a 
"compelling" governmental need to deny 
licenses to samc-scx couples. In issuing 
its ruling in May 1993, the Hawaii 
Supreme Court sent the case, Baehr v. 
Lewin, back to the trial court level lo 
give the state a chance to demonstrate its 
reasons for denying licenses to samc-scx 
couples. The trial court was scheduled to 
hear (he stale's case earlier this year, but 
agreed to postpone it until July 1996. 

In making its recommendation, the 
seven-member commission said it be­
lieves the Baehr v. Lewin case brought 
by three samc-scx couples, is "a close 
parallel" to a landmark ruling in Loving 
v. Virginia. In that case, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled in 1967 that "There 
is patently no legitimate overriding pur­
pose" for the state of Virginia to prohib­
it marriage between a white person and a 
person of another race. 

The commission also said it believes 
denying samc-scx couples marriage l i­
censes constitutes a violation of their 
rights, under the U.S. and state constitu-. 
(ions, to equal protection of the law. 

The commission specifically threw out 
an argument made by sonic: that samc-
scx marriage should be barred because 
"it would not lead to procreation." The 
commission said that argument was "in­
valid, inconsistent and discriminatory 

It also dismissed religiously-based ar­
guments, saying that people who have 
religious objections to homosexuality 
can adhere to those beliefs but that those 
beliefs "cannot be imposed by state law 
on others who do not subscribe to such 
beliefs." 

The commission's report will be sub­
mitted formally on Dec. 6 to the state 
legislature, along with its draft bill to 
amend the state marriage law to allow 
samc-scx marriages. But the commission 
noted that it will also provide an alterna­
tive "but more limited solution" — a 
comprehensive domestic partnership law 
which would give same-sex couples 
"most of the rights and obligations of 

marriage without being married." ! 
Dan Foley, an attorney representing] 

the couples filing the lawsuit, said this; 
week that the lawsuit would continue un-j 
less the legislature votes to approvcj 
same-sex marriage. j 

"We'll support domestic partnership,"; 
said Foley, "but not as a substitute for 
marriage." j 

Major benefits j 
One of the commission's tasks was toj 

identify legal and economic benefits fori 
extending marriage rights to samc-scx' 
couples. In doing so, the commission re| 
ported finding more than a dozen "subj 
stantial-quantifiablc" benefits which] 
"have economic values attached to thcmi 
that can be quantified," including: , 

• health insurance benefits 
• retirement benefits 
• income tax rale benefits j 
• estate and transfer tax benefits I 

The commission noted that while! 
samc-scx partners can sometimes "repli­
cate" these benefits through other means, 
the procedures to do so often cany sig-' 
nificant costs. For instance, samc-scx, 
partners can change their names to; 
match, as many heterosexual marricdj 
couples do; but the normal cost of name-, 
change proceedings are about $300.! 
Where a heterosexual married spouse 
can automatically inherit an estate and' 
have custody of dependent children, a 
samc-scx couple has to spend as much as: 
$3,300 to secure legal documents to cs-i 
tablish these same benefits. In sum, the' 
commission estimated that the "basic 
value of a government marriage ccrtifi-j 
cate" is about $6,800. 

The report also noted that the state's 
recognition of a couple's marriage also; 
qualifies them for numerous federal ben-i 
efits, "as many of the Federal benefits-
arc driven by the State defined definition! 
of marriage...." These benefits include! 
such things as Social Security ("Certified' 
married couples receive significant ad-' 
vantages in the nation's Social Security, 
programs," noted the report.), the Retire-! 
ment Equity Act, and (he Disability In­
surance system. J 

A key task of the commission was io; 
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Ks same-sex marriage 

Evan Wolfson, an attorney heading 
up a Marriage Project for Lambda 
Legal Defense and Education Fund, 
said he's "delighted" with the com­
mission's report. 

recommend specific action which the 
state legislature should take on this issue. 
In discussing this responsibility, the 
commission report said the commission 
members considered the possibility of 
recommending a law to recognize do­
mestic partnerships. While it recom­
mended such legislation as "at least rcp-
rescntfing] an incremental step towards 
eventual equal rights," it said domestic 
partnership laws "arc designed for cou­
ples ... who do not want to get married" 
and that such legislation "falls short of 
the protection and commitments inherent 
in marriage and governmental certifica­
tion of marriage." 

Thus far, only two other governmental 
bodies have expressed support for recog­
nition of same-sex marriages, both of 
them this year: the West Hollywood City 
Council and the Ithaca, N.Y., Common 
Council. But neither council's action has 
led to approval for issuing marriage l i­
censes to samc-scx couples. 

Evan Wolfson, an attorney heading up 
a Marriage Project for Lambda Legal 
Defense and Education Fund, said he's 
"delighted" with the commission's re­
port. 

"For the first time at the statewide 

level," said Wolfson, "a body that is of­
ficially not Gay has been asked to con­
sider what the best answer to dealing 
with discrimination against Gay couples 
is, and they have concluded, after 
months of study, that the answer is to 
treat people equally." 

"What's striking," said Wolfson, "is 
that.they have reviewed every argument 
suggesting a possible reason for not 
treating same-sex couples equally and 
concluded that there is no good reason 
— let alone a compelling one — for dis­
criminating." 

The Hawaii Supreme Court said the 
state would have to demonstrate a "com­
pelling" reason in order to justify deny­
ing marriage licenses to samc-scx cou­
ples. Legally speaking, a "compelling" 
reason is one that the court considers an 
extremely important goal and a goal 
which the law achieves in a very precise 
way. 

One argument offered by some people 
opposing same-sex marriages has cen­
tered around a purported state interest in 
promoting "procreation and protection of 
children," noted the commission. The ar­
gument, it said, "is based on the belief 
that being raised by biological parents is 
best for the children of Hawaii...." 

"The obvious question raised" by this 
argument, said the commission, is that 
not all heterosexual couples who get 
married intend to have children, and 
some arc even incapable, biologically, of 
doing so. The commission also noted 
that "in traditional Hawaiian culture a 
great number of children were raised nol 
directly by the biological parents, but in­
stead by the hanai parents [other rela­
tives or friends]." 

" I think it's very hard to argue with 
their methodical analysis and rejection 
for every attempt at justifying" denial of 
same-sex marriage rights, said Wolfson. 

Wolfson agreed that, "whatever the 
legislature docs," the Baehr v. Lewin rul­
ing will still require the state to come up 
with a "compelling" reason to deny 
equal rights in marriage for samc-scx 
couples. . 

"And no one, throughout this entire 
process," said Wolfson, "has come up 
with a compelling reason for discrimi­
nating. " • 

ber more than 500.000 
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urces identify rescue worker 
ln/estigators never got written statement from firefighter who derided accident victim 

by Lou Chibbaro Jr. 
'A D.C. Fire Department official said this week that department 

iivestigators never took written statements from seven of the 
ight firefighters who were the first to arrive on the scene of an 
ugust 7 auto accident when a firefighter taunted and reportedly 

stopped treating a male accident victim because the victim was 
dressed in women's clothes. 

According to Batallion Fire Chief Alvin Carter and Fire De­
partment records, investigators obtained written statements from 
seven of 16 firefighters and paramedics who responded to the 
scene of the accident that took the life of Tyrone "Tyra" Hunter. 
But the records show that only one of those seven statements 
camejiom the contingent of eight firefighters who were on the 
sc^rc when the taunting incident occurred. 

Meanwhile, a Fire Department source said this week that one 

of the firefighters who was not asked to submit a written state­
ment to investigators is the one who cut open the leg of Hunter's 
pants while administering medical treatment. Witnesses from the 
neighborhood of 50th and C streets, SE, where the accident oc­
curred, have said the firefighter who cut open Hunter's pants ap­
peared startled and became belligerent when he observed that 
Hunter, who wore a blouse and make-up, had male genitals. 

At least four witnesses from the neighborhood have told the 
Washington Blade that the firefighter who cut open Hunter's 
pants is the same person who taunted Hunter, called him a 
"bitch," and allegedly stopped treating him. 

The Fire Department source, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, identified the person who cut open Hunter's pants as 
Adrian C. Williams, a firefighter assigned to the D.C. fire station 

Continued on page 8 
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Georgia case 
ponders legal 
definition of 
term 'spouse' 

by Lisa Keen 
For the First time in 13 years, a federal court 

has issued an opinion involving recognition of 
same-sex marriages and this one, while ruling 
against a Gay couple as the others did, sug­
gests federal courts may have to recognize 
same-sex marriages if Hawaii makes them 
legal. 

The judge in this case denied a Gay male 
couple in Atlanta the right to file a joint peti­
tion for bankruptcy. He said federal bankrupt­
cy law makes clear that two people have to be 
legally married in order to file jointly. 

But in his decision, the judge also added his 
opinion that if a state such as Hawaii "recog­
nizes a legal marriage between a same sex cou­
ple, they would qualify" as legally married 
under the federal bankruptcy law. 

The opinion in the case, Bone v. Allen, came 
from David Kahn, Chief Judge of the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the northern Georgia dis­
trict. Kahn has served on the federal bankruptcy 
bench since 1968 and was appointed chief judge 
in 1976 by judges of the federal district court. 

According to a court clerk, Mary Ida Town-
son, attorney for the Gay couple, has indicated 
she intends to appeal the case now to the U.S. 
District Court for the Northern District of 
Georgia. 

Evan Wolfson, who is heading up the Mar­
riage Project for Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, applauded Kahn's opinion' as 
"exciting" but expressed some concern, too. 

"It's exciting because, up until now, there 
have not been many cases addressing how the 
federal government would respond to Lesbians 

Continued on page 23 

A volunteer ladles hot soup into containers. 

Meals on the run 
For Food and Friends, delivering 
hot meals to PWAs is a challenge 

by Wendy Johnson 
Members of last Friday morning's ten-strong volunteer 

"packing team" arrived at Food and Friends as early as 
6:30 a.m., though chefs David Smith and Paul Fuzi had 
been there since 5 a.m., steaming 70 heads of broccoli, 70 
heads of cauliflower, preparing 60 pounds of homemade 
macaroni and cheese, and mixing eight gallons of choco­
late cake batter. 

Continued on page 10 

Budget log 
spells trout 
for Ryan W 

by Kristina 
Campbell 

Take your 
pick: Either the 
Republicans in 
Congress are evil 
because they 
h a v e n ' t yet 
passed a b i l l 
reauthorizing the 
Ryan W h i t e 
CARE Act, or 
President Bi l l 
Clinton is wicked 
because his re­
fusal to sign the 
Republican bud­
get reconciliation 
bill is holding up payments to Ryan WI 
So it goes in the world of Gay spin. 

The Log Cabin Republicans and the I 
Campaign, both reacting this week to th 
shutdown and budget stalemate, stood at c 
other in their interpretations of the situati 
feet on people with AIDS, specifically ii 
the Ryan White CARE Act. 

As of Blade deadline, the federal go 
been shut down for three days because Co: 
president could not agree on a'budget f 
1996, which began Oct. 1. (Interim meas 
keeping the government in operation unti 
of Nov. 14.) 

For the AIDS lobbying comm 
watched part of the GOP bi"" 
icaid proposal that w o - " ' 
block grants to th" 
they fear peer1 , 

Some charge 
Newt Gingrich i 
Ryan White bill 
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LEGAL BRIEFS 
Continued from page 21 
lackers, a federal district court judge ruled against 
him. This month, Lambda Legal Defense and Edu­
cation Fund .filed an appeal to the 7th Circuit U.S. 
Court of Appeals. It is believed to be the first feder­
al appeals case involving anti-Gay violence in a 
public school. 

According to a Lambda press release, Nabozny 
suffered a number of physical and verbal assaults 
for the four years while attending public school in 
Ashland, a small town on the northern border of 
Wisconsin. It said that during one assault, "several 
boys pinned Nabozny to the floor and acted out 
sexual acts on him, with the class looking on." 

The lawsuit charged that by refusing to take ac­
tion against Nabozny's attackers, the school de­
prived him of his constitutional rights to due 
process and equal protection under the law. 

SODOM AND THE SCOUTS: A state judge in 
Trenton, New Jersey, turned to the Bible and "moral 
law" last week to justify his ruling that a Boy Scout 
ban on Gays does not violate a state law prohibiting 
discrimination based on sexual orientation. 

New Jersey is one of only nine states which pro­
hibit such discrimi­
nation. The law took 
effect in January 
1992. 

James Dale, an as­
sistant scoutmaster 
and former Eagle 
Scout, was expelled 
from his position 
with the Boy Scouts 
of Monmouth Coun­
ty in 1990 for being 
Gay, and, with the 
help of Lambda 
Legal Defense and 

Lambda's Evan Wolfson Education Fund, 
said his group would appeal f i l e d s u i t i n J u l y 
the decision. ' 992. 

Case mulls meaning of 'spouse' 
Continued from page 1 
and Gays getting married," said Wolfson. 

In 1976, a federal appeals bench for the 8th Circuit 
U.S. Court of Appeals rejected a Gay veteran's claim 
that the Veteran's Administration should provide educa­
tional benefits for his male lover. And in 1982, a 9th 
Circuit appeals court refused to recognize as legal a 
marriage license issued by a clerk in Boulder, Colo., to 
an American man and his Australian lover. The Aus­
tralian was seeking to immigrate to the U.S. 

Wolfson expressed concern about the Atlanta bank­
ruptcy case, Bone v. Allen, saying the political ground­
work to support a pro-Gay decision in federal court has 
not yet been laid. 

Wolfson has been traveling around the country asking 
Gay activists to organize public education and to build 
coalitions to support legal recognition of same-sex mar­
riages. And, when they ask, said Wolfson, he advises 
activists that, until that groundwork has been laid, they 
should hold off on going into court. 

Wolfson is actively working for Gays to have the 
right to marry, but he is taking a cautionary strategy be­
cause of what happened during the Gays in the military 
debate two years ago. Many believe Gay activists 
dropped the ball in the national military policy debate of 
1993 by trying to get the president to lift the ban on 
Gays before prepping the public to support the idea. 

Wolfson's strategy on marriage, therefore, is to lay 
the groundwork now for one very promising case next 
year — Baehr v. Lewin in Hawaii. In that case, the 
Hawaii Supreme Court ruled in May 1993 that the state 
cannot deny marriage licenses to same-sex couples un­
less it can demonstrate some compelling governmental 
need to do so. A trial, giving the state an opportunity to 
demonstrate such a need, is scheduled for next July. But 
the strength of that preliminary ruling two years ago 
gave Wolfson and other Gay legal activists a great deal 
of hope for winning a critical legal victory on the issue 
in Hawaii within the next year or two. By then, Wolfson 
hopes Gay activists will have been able to educate the 
public on the need for Gay couples to marry. Without 
the public's support, says Wolfson, legislatures in other 
states are likely to pass laws barring legal recognition of 
same-sex couples married in Hawaii. 

they would qualify for relief under [the federal bank­
ruptcy law]. In other words, what is controlling is the 
fact that the parties are legally married. It is not limited 
to legally married husbands and wives. The Court has 
already determined that Congress did not anticipate the 
marriage, legal or otherwise, of a same sex couple. If it 
comes to pass that a state does recognize such mar­
riages, and if Congress wants to limit relief under [the 
bankruptcy law] to married, heterosexual couples, there­
by creating a federal standard for the meaning of 
'spouse' in the Bankruptcy Code," then Congress, he 
said, "may amend" the law. 

Allen and Favre argued that requiring them to be 
legally married violates their constitutional rights to due 
process and equal protection under the law because 
they, unlike heterosexual couples, cannot get a marriage 
license. But Kahn dismissed that argument saying the 
marriage requirement applies equally to all unmarried 
couples, regardless of whether they are same sex or het­
erosexual. 

"In order for the Court to find a constitutional viola­
tion," wrote Kahn, "the Court would have to hold that 
the denial 
of a mar­
riage l i ­
cense to the 
[Gay cou­
ple] by the 
State of 
Georgia is 
unconstitu-
t i o n a l . 
T h i s , in 
essence, is 
what [Allen 
and Favre] 
are asking 
the Court to 
do." 

B u t 
Kahn de­
clined to 
make such 
a ru l ing , 

Matt Coles said he doesn't think the 
bankruptcy case is a "good vehicle 

. _ II « . 
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I l i i l l of Monmouth Coun­
ty in 1990 for being 
Gay, and, with the 
help of Lambda 
Legal Defense and 

Lambda's Evan Wolfson Education Fund, 
aid his group would appeal f i l e d s u i t i n J u l y 
the decision. ' 992. 

hi his Nov. 3 rul­
ing, Superior Court Judge Patrick McGann wrote 
hat it is "unthinkable that in a society where there 
was universal governmental condemnation of the 
ict of sodomy as a crime, that the BSA could or 
would tolerate active homosexuality if discovered 
n any of its members." New Jersey law does not 
prohibit sodomy, however, a fact which McGann 
icknowledged this way: "The criminal law has 
:hanged. The moral law — as to the act of sodomy 
— has not." 

"Sodomy," he wrote, "is derived from the name 
)f the biblical city, Sodom, which, with the nearby 
:ity of Gomorrah, was destroyed by fire and brim-
;tone rained down by the Lord because of the sexu-
il depravity (active homosexuality) of their male in-
labitants." 

Some Biblical scholars would take issue with 
fudge McGann's interpretation of the story of 
Jodom and Gomorrah. What McGann interprets as 
'active homosexuality," some have interpreted as 
nhospitality and others have interpreted as sexual 
/iolence. 

Dale has been involved in scouting since he 
vas eight years old and won numerous honors 
ind merit badges, including the "Order of the 
\.rrow" and, in 1988, an Eagle Scout badge. He 
hen became an assistant scoutmaster, but in 
1990 was kicked out of the Scouts after a local 
icwspaper ran a photo of an event focusing on 
jay teens and Dale was in the picture. 

Lambda's Evan Wolfson said his group would 
ippeal the decision. 

—Lisa Keen 

gave Wolfson and other Gay legal activists a great deal 
of hope for winning a critical legal victory on the issue 
in Hawaii within the next year or two. By then, Wolfson 
hopes Gay activists will have been able to educate the 
public on the need for Gay couples to marry. Without 
the public's support, says Wolfson, legislatures in other 
states are likely to pass laws barring legal recognition of 
same-sex couples married in Hawaii. 

But while Wolfson says he still thinks "it would be 
better if people were not testing this now," he does con­
sider the language in the Atlanta bankruptcy decision to 
be "good." 

In Allen v. Bone, Chief Judge Kahn said that the Gay 
couple, Zachariah Allen and Glen Favre, have a rela­
tionship with "many of the same characteristics of a typ­
ical marriage...." They exchanged vows of commitment 
in a religious marriage ceremony conducted by a Baptist 
minister, they have lived together for more than two 
years, and they accumulated a sizable debt together. 
They tried to file a bankruptcy petition together, too. 
And, under the federal bankruptcy law, an individual 
can file for bankruptcy to cover his or her debt and that 
of "such individual's spouse." 

Kahn noted that the bankruptcy law does not provide 
a definition for the term "spouse." He noted that, in con­
structing the law, members of Congress prepared reports 
which did specify that they were talking about "a wife 
and a husband." But Kahn said he did not find anything 
in those reports "to indicate that Congress ever contem­
plated or anticipated that a same sex couple would at­
tempt to file a joint petition" or that the report language 
"demonstrates that same sex couples are to be exclud­
ed." 

Kahn noted that previous courts have rejected joint 
petitions by a parent and child and by an unmarried het­
erosexual couple. Thus, he said, the key aspect of 
"spouse" "presupposes a marriage." 

In deciding that the term "spouse" in bankruptcy peti­
tions requires legal marriage, Kahn said he is aware 
"that there may come a time when a state does legally 
recognize a marriage between a same sex couple," and 
he specifically cited Hawaii. 

"In the Court's opinion," wrote Kahn, " i f a state rec-
:£iOgni2^ same sex couple. 

Matt Coles said he doesn't think the 
bankruptcy case is a "good vehicle 
for trying to challenge" the law. 

are asking 
the Court to 
do." 

B u t 
Kahn de­
clined to 
make such 
a ru l ing , 
saying that 
there is no 
evidence that Allen and Favre ever tried to get a mar­
riage license in the state of Georgia. And while he de­
clined to rule on whether denial of such a license would 
be constitutional, he did include a footnote pointing out 
a 1986 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that declared Geor­
gia's law prohibiting homosexual sodomy to be consti­
tutional. 

Matt Coles, head of the ACLU's National Lesbian 
and Gay Rights Project, said that while Kahn's decision 
may be "unfair," it is "probably correct that right now 
the bankruptcy code only recognizes two people are 
married if the state they're located in does." He said he 
doesn't think the bankruptcy case is a "good vehicle for 
trying to challenge" that law. 

Allen and Favre's attorney, Townson, said Lambda's 
Wolfson advised her that it would better not to press the 
case as a same-sex marriage case, but she said that her 
clients had already filed their claim by that point and 
that they felt they had no choice. 

"I f they couldn't file jointly," said Townson, "they'd 
each have to file their own cases...pay two attomeys's 
fees, two filing fees, have the debts administered sepa­
rately—it's all very confusing. If it turns out to be a 
major case, fine, but we had two people who needed as­
sistance and they needed it right then." 

Amelia Craig, head of Gay & Lesbian Advocates & 
Defenders which also has a Marriage Project, said she 
disagrees with Kahn's assessment that there is no con­
stitutional violation of equal protection or due process. 

"Our law," she said, "has given special preferences to 
married couples....Our courts have said same gender 
couples are not entitled to be treated the same as mar­
ried spouses, but they deny them the claim to marry. It's 
a Catch 22."T 
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Copyright 1996 The Hearst Corporation 
The San Francisco Examiner 

February 7, 1996, Wednesday, Second Edition 

SECTION: NEWS; Pg. A-1 

LENGTH: 1654 words 

HEADLINE: Hillary Clinton on parenting, politics 

SOURCE". EXAMINER POLITICAL EDITOR 

BYLINE: CARLA MARINUCCI 

BODY: 
As she prepares to visit the city that recently endorsed wedding ceremonies 

for gay couples, Hillary Rodham Clinton says that "children are better off i f 
they have a mother and a father." 

"My preference is that we do a l l we can to strengthen traditional marriages, 
and that the people engaged in parenting children be committed to one another 
and to the child," the f i r s t lady told The Examiner. "We also have to be 
realistic and know there are others who can do a good job, as well, of raising 
children„" 

Clinton would not go so far as to sanction gay marriages, a recent debate in 
the California Assembly, but she acknowledged, "There are people who are able to 
f u l f i l l the functions of child rearing who don't f i t into the traditional 
pattern. Whether they are grandparents or neighbors or unrelated to a child, we 
have to look to see what is best for the child." 

In a wide-ranging telephone interview with The Examiner on Tuesday, Clinton 
also discussed Mayor Brown's proposal to hire young inner-city men to patrol 
Muni, the Assembly's proposed paddling b i l l and the pressures of parenting a 
daughter in the dating years. 

She said President Clinton's subpoena to testify at a t r i a l related to the 
Whitewater land deal wouldn't yield any surprises and commented on whether 
criticism of her high-profile role as f i r s t lady had led to the virtual absence 
from the campaign t r a i l of some Republican challengers' wives, such as that of 
Steve Forbes. 

Clinton's interview with The Examiner came before her v i s i t to San Francisco 
on Thursday during the national tour of her best-selling book, " I t Takes a 
Village." 

The f i r s t lady said she hadn't discussed with Brown, a recent guest at the 
White House, his proposal to ask young men to help reduce crime on Muni buses. 

" I think i t has to be done very sensitively, and the young people need to be 
chosen carefully and trained appropriately," she said, "but i t could be 
something worth exploring." 
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Clinton said she would like to see "acceptable young people, who have the 
right attitudes, given responsibility for helping to patrol streets, watching 
for younger children, supervising playgrounds, having some stake in rebuilding 
their communities." 

Asked about a rash of recent Republican-sponsored legislation regarding 
children, including tougher juvenile sentencing and even paddling in public 
schools, Clinton said, " I think there's a lot of frustration in the country (in 
dealing with) social problems . . . certainly with regard to children's behavior 
and violence. 

"We make a mistake when we invest more in punishment than we do on 
prevention," she said. "We know what works. It's just a question of whether we 
w i l l have the political w i l l , and be willing to invest the resources in having 
enough of the support families need, so they can do the job they should 
themselves." 

Clinton dismissed Gov, Wilson's recent criticism of her book that i t was not 
the "village," but parents, who raised children. 

I t is time to "put aside a l l the rhetoric and the partisanship, to try and 
figure out what we can do together to solve problems" of child welfare, she 
said. Referring to Wilson's efforts to build more prisons, Clinton said, "We 
w i l l never build enough prisons to end our crime problem." 

Campaign roles 

Clinton addressed whether the wives of the Republican presidential 
candidates had stayed out of the campaign spotlight because her high-profile 
role as f i r s t lady has sparked criticism. 

"Maybe it's not as politically smart to be as direct about who you are, and 
what you believe in, but that's how I have always lived my l i f e , and (for me) 
it ' s an appropriate decision," she said. 

"Certainly, Wendy Gramm (wife of Sen. Phil Gramm of Texas) was head of the 
commodities futures commission, and she's on a lot of corporate boards," she 
said. "Libby Dole (wife of Sen. Bob Dole of Kansas) was obviously someone who's 
had her own successful career. A lot of these women have done things on their 
own, as well as with their husbands, and they'll have to decide how they want to 
be presented." 

Clinton responded to a recent Examiner poll showing the president at a 
21/2-year high in approval ratings among California voters, despite Whitewater 
and her testimony before a federal grand jury. 

"The American public is smart," she said. "They're going to sort out these 
partisan charges aimed against us, particularly against me. They're going to 
weigh them carefully, and they're going to conclude there's nothing to them." 

The president, facing a subpoena in a Whitewater-related t r i a l , " w i l l be 
saying what he has said publicly, so there is not going to be any surprise 
there," she said, adding that presidents from Thomas Jefferson to Ronald Reagan 
had been called to testify on legal matters. 
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Asked about Whitewater's effect on her husband's re-election campaign, the 
f i r s t lady said: "Four years ago, we were asked i f we had lost money on this 
failed land deal, and we said we had. And they said prove i t , and we tried to 
prove i t . And they wouldn't believe us because they didn't choose to. Four years 
later, an independent study by the government spent $ 4 million to prove that we 
lost $ 40,000. 

"All of these charges are dry holes, and they w i l l continue to be seen as 
such, and people w i l l sort that out for themselves," she said. 

Clinton acknowledged perceptions the family had profited from its financial 
dealings, but "given the legal fees we've had to incur in order to defend 
ourselves, we are bankrupt," she said. "We kept telling people we don't have 
hidden money. ... We don't even own a house, except the half interest we have 
in the house my mother lives in, to help support her. My husband has his old 
Mustang, and I have my 1986 Oldsmobile. And that's i t . So the idea that anybody 
who knows us would take any of this stuff seriously is just not believable." 

Dating game for Chelsea 

Clinton said she faced not only public pressures, but personal and family 
challenges, in the months ahead. As November looms, the f i r s t lady said she 
would balance her roles as wife, campaigner on the road and, perhaps toughest of 
a l l , parent of a teenager now entering the dating years. 

"My husband and I have always found time, and made i t a priority, to spend 
time with Chelsea, and we continue to do that . . ." she said. "Really, we have 
tried to stay as involved in her l i f e as a teenager would let us. 

"Some days are better than others," she added with a laugh. 

Clinton said she had discussed dating and its challenges with her daughter. 

"Sure, we started talking with her about respecting herself, about taking 
responsibility for herself, when she was a toddler," she said. "She knows what 
our values are. She knows right and wrong, and what appropriate behavior is, and 
is not. And part of what we have done is to spend a lot of time, going back 
years, in preparation for letting loose a l i t t l e . 

"You can't govern every minute of a child's l i f e . You can't be permissive 
and let children fend for themselves. You have to strike a balance between 
giving them direction, making i t clear what's expected and allowing them some 
space to be themselves." 

A bright spot in the months to come, she said, w i l l be her trips to The 
City. "San Francisco is one of my favorite places in the world, and I have a lot 
of good friends there," Clinton said. 

Already, 800 people have bought $ 125 seats, and 1,500 more are demanding 
them, for her April 12 appearance at a fund-raising lunch for Sen. Barbara 
Boxer. 

And Clinton said she expected to return many times during the upcoming 
campaign: " I f I could be assigned San Francisco, I'd take i t . " 
SEE ALSO SIDEBARS (FIRST LADYfS VISIT), (HILLARY CLINTON IN HER OWN WORDS) 
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GRAPHIC: COLOR PHOTO (AP / WILFREDO LEE) 
Caption 1 , Hillary Rodham Clinton w i l l be in The City on Thursday promoting her 
book, " I t Takes a Village." 
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1. The Boston Globe, February 12, 1996, Monday, C i t y E d i t i o n , 
NATIONAL/FOREIGN; Pg. 4, 937 words, Through Iowa's l o o k i n g glass, t h i n g s get 
curiouser; Campaign '96 Michael Rezendes of the Globe s t a f f c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s 
r e p o r t . M a t e r i a l from the Associated Press was also used., By C u r t i s W i l k i e , 
Globe S t a f f , DES MOINES 

2. D a i l y News (New York), February 12, 1996, Monday, News; Pg. 7, 669 words, 
MAD SCRAMBLE IN IOWA BOB'S AHEAD, THE REST BATTLE TO BE HIS RIVAL, By KAREN BALL 
Da i l y News Washington Bureau, With Lars-Erik Nelson 

3. The San Diego Union-Tribune, February 12, 1996, Monday, NEWS; Ed. 1,2,3; 
Pg. A-1, 1120 words, Make-or-break time s t a r t s f o r Republican hopefuls, JOHN 
MARELIUS S t a f f W r i t e r Copley News Service correspondent George 

4. F i n a n c i a l Times, February 12, 1996, Monday, Pg. 3, 648 words, Forbes f a i l s 
t o cheer Iowa's C h r i s t i a n r i g h t , By PATTI WALDMEIR ' 

5. The San Francisco Chronicle, FEBRUARY 12, 1996, MONDAY, FINAL EDITION, 
NEWS; Pg. A l , 1265 words, Right Makes Might i n Iowa Rel i g i o u s conservatives 
hold key t o today's caucuses, Susan Yoachum, David T u l l e r , Chronicle S t a f f W r i t , 
Des Moines 

6. The Gazette (Montreal), February 12, 1996, Monday, FINAL EDITION, WORLD 
REPORT; Pg. Bl / BREAK, 962 words, Forbes c o l l i d e s w i t h r e l i g i o u s r i g h t i n Iowa, 
JULIAN BELTRAME; SOUTHAM NEWSPAPERS; SOUTHAM NEWS, DES. MOINES, Iowa 

7. The Houston Chronicle, February 12, 1996, Monday, 3 STAR E d i t i o n , a; Pg. 2, 
539 words, CAMPAIGN 96; PRESIDENT; Gramm preaching f a m i l y and morals t o l u r e 
Iowa v o t e r s , R.G. RATCLIFFE; S t a f f , DES MOINES, Iowa, E l e c t i o n s P r e s i d e n t i a l 

8. Sacramento Bee, February 12, 1996, METRO FINAL, MAIN NEWS; Pg. A l , 1520 
words, GOP FOES FIRE AWAY IN IOWA, Ken Chavez, Bee C a p i t o l Bureau, DES MOINES, 
Iowa 

9. The WasKington Post, February 12, 1996, Monday, F i n a l E d i t i o n , A SECTION; 
Pg. A08, 1200. words, Republican Contenders Show L i t t l e D i v i s i o n on Fundamental 
Issues, Kevin Merida, Washington Post S t a f f W r i t e r , DES MOINES, Feb. 11 

10. The Washington Post, February 12, 1996, Monday,- F i n a l E d i t i o n , STYLE; Pg. 
B01, 2669 words. Bob Dole's Winter Crop; The Senator Touts His Experience, but 
lowans Aren't Sure That's What They Want, Marc Fisher, Washington Post S t a f f 
W r i t e r , DES MOINES 

11. D a i l y News (New York), February 11, 1996, Sunday, News; Pg. 30, 450 words 
DOLE, FORBES SLING IT, By KAREN BALL D a i l y News Washington Bureau 

12. The D e t r o i t News, February 11, 1996, Sunday, Front;, 474 words, Anti-gay 
marriage r a l l y t u r n s i n t o GOP campaign event i n Iowa, By Deb Price / The D e t r o i t 
News, DES MOINES . 

13. Los Angeles Times, February 11, 1996, Sunday, Home E d i t i o n , Part A; Page 
18; N a t i o n a l Desk, 1109 words, CAMPAIGN '96; IOWA ENDGAME FINDS FORBES ON 
DEFENSIVE; GOP: PUBLISHER IS WEIGHED DOWN BY RUMORS AND ATTACKS. FRONT-RUNNER 
DOLE DENIES ORCHESTRATING NEGATIVE CAMPAIGN AGAINST HIS TOP CHALLENGER IN. MONDAY 
CAUCUSES., By STEPHEN BRAUN and RONALD BROWNSTEIN, TIMES STAFF WRITER, DES 
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MOINES 

14. THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS, February 11, 1996, Sunday, HOME FINAL EDITION, 
NEWS; Pg. IA, 1362 words. Religious r i g h t d i v i d e d i n Iowa; But movement remains 
powerful; many candidates embrace agenda, Carolyn Barta, S t a f f W r i t e r of The 
Dallas Morning News, OTTUMWA, Iowa 

15. THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS, February 11, 1996, Sunday, HOME FINAL EDITION, 
NEWS; Pg. 33A, 970 words, GOP hopefuls t e l l lowans Dole's not the one, Carolyn 
Barta, G. Robert Hillman, S t a f f W r i t e r s of The Dallas Morning News, DES MOINES, 
Iowa 

16. The New York Times, February 11, 1996, Sunday, Late E d i t i o n - F i n a l , 
Section 1; Page 26; Column 1; Nation a l Desk, 1100 words, POLITICS: THE OVERVIEW; 
With the F i e l d Now- Scambled, lowans Prepare t o Vote, By RICHARD L. BERKE, DES 
MOINES, Feb. 10 

17. The D e t r o i t News, February 10, 1996, Saturday, Accent;, 482 words, 
P r e s i d e n t i a l hopefuls promise t o support Iowa r a l l y against same-sex marriages. 
By Deb Price / The D e t r o i t News 

18. The New York Times, February 10, 1996, Saturday, Late E d i t i o n - F i n a l , 
Section 1; Page 1; Column 1; National Desk, 1227 words, POLITICS: THE OVERVIEW; 
Fight f o r Rel i g i o u s Right's Votes Turns B i t t e r , By RICHARD L. BERKE, DES 
MOINES, Feb. 9 

19. The New York Times, February 9, 1996, Friday, Late E d i t i o n - F i n a l , 
Section C; Page 16; Column 5; Weekend Desk , 429 words, Last Chance 

20. The San Francisco Chronicle, FEBRUARY 8, 1996, THURSDAY, FINAL EDITION, 
EDITORIAL; Pg. A22; LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 1225 words, LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

21. Chicago Tribune, February 6, 1996 Tuesday, EVENING UPDATE EDITION, NEWS; 
Pg. 2; ZONE: C; EVENING. People. QUOTES OF THE DAY., 378 words 

22. Los Angeles Times, February 6, 1996, Tuesday, Home E d i t i o n , Part A; Page 
5; Nation a l Desk, 1226 words, CAMPAIGN '96; GOP RIVALS TAKE AIM.AT FORBES; DOLE 
QUESTIONS THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF FLAT TAX. OTHERS ATTACK THE PUBLISHING HEIR 
OVER SOCIAL VIEWS., By STEPHEN BRAUN and HENRY CHU, TIMES STAFF WRITERS, DES 
MOINES 

23. The New York Times, February 6, 1996, Tuesday, Late E d i t i o n - F i n a l , 
Section A; Page 1; Column 4; National Desk, 1473 words, POLITICS; Looking f o r 
Mr. Outside, By R. W. APPLE J r . , LE MARS, Iowa, Feb. 5 

24. USA TODAY, February 6, 1996, Tuesday, FINAL EDITION, NEWS; Pg. 6A, 1164 
words, For Forbes, t h a t ' s then, t h i s i s now // Candidate takes a r i g h t t u r n , 
J u d i Hasson 

25. USA TODAY, February 6, 1996, Tuesday, FINAL EDITION, NEWS; Pg. 9A, 2356 
words, ACROSS THE USA: NEWS FROM EVERY STATE 

26. The Toronto Star, February 6, 1996, Tuesday, FINAL EDITION, EDITORIAL; Pg. 
A14, 238 words, Darts...No Laurels 



PAGE 3 
LEVEL 1 - 8 3 STORIES 

27. The Scotsman, February 5, 1996, Tuesday, Pg. 11, 3360 words. Angry White 
Women are s p o i l i n g the p a r t y game, Michael Pye 

28. The Sun ( B a l t i m o r e ) , February 4, 1996, Sunday, FINAL EDITION, Pg. IA, 1776 
words, Forbes the man s t i l l an unknown; Evasive:As the m u l t i m i l l i o n a r e and f l a t 
t a x advocate moves up i n the p o l l s , v oters t r y i n g t o l e a r n more about h i s 
character f i n d he has l i t t l e t o say., Susan Baer, SUN NATIONAL STAFF 

29. The Washington Post, February 04, 1996, Sunday, F i n a l E d i t i o n , A SECTION; 
Pg. A01, 1039 words, Forbes Adds Social Themes To Modified Iowa Message; 
Inf l u e n c e of Conservative Caucus-Goers F e l t , Thomas B. E d s a l l , Washington Post 
S t a f f W r i t e r , DES MOINES, Feb. 3 

30. The Independent, February 3, 1996, Saturday, INTERNATIONAL; Page 8, 486 
words, Forbes f l i e s i n face of hard r i g h t , RUPERT CORNWELL Washington 

31. THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS, February 2, 1996, Friday, STATE EDITION, NEWS; 
AROUND THE U.S.; Pg. 6A, 636 words, AROUND THE U.S., From Wire Reports 

32. THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS, February 2, 1996, Friday, HOME FINAL EDITION, 
NEWS; AROUND THE U.S.; Pg. 6A, 680 words, AROUND THE U.S., From Wire Reports 

33. Rocky Mountain News, February 2, 1996, Friday, 
NEWS/NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL; Ed. F; Pg. 50A, 520 words, NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFING, 
Rocky Mountain News w i r e services 

34. The Tampa Tribune, February 2, 1996, Friday, FINAL EDITION, Pg. 4, 309 
words, States t r y t o block same-sex unions 

35. The Washington Post, February 02, 1996, Friday, F i n a l E d i t i o n , A SECTION; 
Pg. A12; THE RACE FOR PRESIDENT, 628 words, Forbes Brings Message From the 
Airwaves t o Iowa Roadways, Thomas B. E d s a l l , Washington Post S t a f f W r i t e r , 
COUNCIL BLUFFS, Iowa, Feb. 1 

36. Chicago Tribune, February 1, 1996 Thursday, EVENING UPDATE EDITION, NEWS; 
Pg. 2; ZONE: C; EVENING. People. QUOTES OF THE DAY., 414 words 

37. The New York Times, February 1, 1996, Thursday, Late E d i t i o n - F i n a l , 
Section A; Page 1; Column 5; Nation a l Desk , 1303 words, Oregon's M a i l - I n 
E l e c t i o n Brings Cheer t o Democrats^ By TIMOTHY EGAN , PORTLAND, Ore., Jan. 31 

38. The Tampa Tribune, January 31, 1996, Wednesday, FINAL EDITION, Pg. 10, 
1430 words, LETTERS 

39. Chicago Sun-Times, January 30, 1996, TUESDAY, Late Sports F i n a l E d i t i o n , 
NWS; NATION BRIEFS; Pg. 16, 306 words, NAT30011996 

40. The Tampa Tribune, January 27, 1996, Saturday, FINAL EDITION, Pg. 14, 1438 
words, LETTERS 

41. The Tampa Tribune, January 25, 1996, Thursday, FINAL EDITION, Pg. 12, 1407 
words, LETTERS 

42. The D e t r o i t News, January 19, 1996, Friday, L e t t e r s t o t h e E d i t o r ; , 1123 
words, L e t t e r s t o the E d i t o r 9600032576: 
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43. The San Diego Union-Tribune, January 19, 1996, Friday, OPINION; Ed. 
B-9;Pg. 1,6,7,8 Ed. B-ll;Pg. 2,3,4,5, 1355 words, Same-sex marriages should not 
be based on c h i l d r e n B i l l would prevent s t a t e from accepting same-sex marriage 
P h y s i c i a l signs don't always p o i n t t o a f i g h t i n g cock U.S. Department of 
Education f u l f i l l s a necessary f u n c t i o n B i l b r a y and Ging r i c h are on the same 
wavelength 

44. The Tampa Tribune, January 19, 1996, Friday, FINAL EDITION, Pg. 12, 1405 
words, LETTERS 

45. The Sim ( B a l t i m o r e ) , January 14, 1996, Sunday, FINAL EDITION, Pg. IA, 2234 
words, W i l l j u s t i c e s bar sex bias?; Key case: Feminists and the C l i n t o n 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n hope the Supreme Court w i l l outlaw a l l sexual d i s c r i m i n a t i o n when 
i t r u l e s on a case ch a l l e n g i n g the r i g h t of V i r g i n i a M i l i t a r y I n s t i t u t e t o 
exclude women., Lyle Denniston, SUN NATIONAL STAFF 

46. The Guardian, January 13, 1996, THE GUARDIAN WEEKEND PAGE; Pg. 18, 6640 
words, GURUS OF THE THIRD WAVE; I n the S i x t i e s A l v i n and H e i d i T o f f l e r were 'way 
t o the l e f t of so c i a l i s m ' . Together they wrote Future Shock, the b e s t - s e l l i n g 
book which a c c u r a t e l y p r e d i c t e d the world we l i v e i n now. Today they're p a r t of 
Newt Gingrich's inner c i r c l e . A n d they're s t i l l p r e t t y c e r t a i n of what tomorrow 
w i l l b r i n g , Linda Grant 

47. The Guardian, January 13, 1996, THE GUARDIAN WEEKEND PAGE; Pg. T18, 6640 
words, GURUS OF THE THIRD WAVE; I n the S i x t i e s A l v i n and H e i d i T o f f l e r were 'way 
t o the l e f t o f so c i a l i s m ' . Together they wrote Future Shock, the b e s t - s e l l i n g 
book which acc u r a t e l y p r e d i c t e d the world we l i v e i n now. Today they're p a r t of 
Newt Gingrich's inner c i r c l e . A n d they're s t i l l p r e t t y c e r t a i n of what tomorrow 
w i l l b r i n g , Linda Grant 

48. The Tampa Tribune, January 12, 1996, Friday, FINAL EDITION, Pg. 15, 958 
words. Same-sex marriage looms as the p u b l i c - p o l i c y issue of 1996, MARTIN MAWYER 

49. The San Diego Union-Tribune, January 11, 1996, Thursday, OPINION; Ed. 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8; Pg. B-9, 885 words. Same-sex marriage: an issue f o r 1996, 
MARTIN MAWYER MAWYER i s president of C h r i s t i a n A c t i o n Network, a 

50. St. Louis Post-Dispatch, January 6, 1996, Saturday, FIVE STAR LIFT E d i t i o n 
EDITORIAL; Pg.. 10B, 1369 words, LETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE 

51. St. Petersburg Times, December 26, 1995, Tuesday, C i t y E d i t i o n , NATIONAL; 
Pg. IA, 2032 words. Gay Republicans caught i n no-man's-land of p o l i t i c s , ANNE 
HULL, WASHINGTON 

52. The Baltimore Sun, December 22, 1995, Friday, FINAL EDITION, Pg. 3A, 560 
words, U.S. appeals court r u l e s on same-sex couples' r i g h t s ; C o n s t i t u t i o n 
p r o t e c t s ' i n t i m a t e a s s o c i a t i o n ' , Lyle Denniston, SUN NATIONAL STAFF 

53. The Houston Chronicle, December 22, 1995, Friday, 3 STAR E d i t i o n , a; Pg. 
19, 359 words, Appeals court l i m i t s i n t r u s i o n by sta t e s on gay r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 
LYLE DENNISTON; Baltimore Sun, WASHINGTON 

54. The Boston Herald, December 19, 1995 Tuesday, FIRST EDITION, Pg. 024, 688 
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SECTION: Accent; 

LENGTH: 482 words 

HEADLINE: Presidential hopefuls promise to support Iowa rally against same-sex 
marriages 

BYLINE: By Deb Price / The Detroit News 

BODY: 
Just 48 hours before Iowa's Republican presidential caucuses, gay marriage 

w i l l explode into a major national political issue tonight in Des Moines at an 
anti-gay rally supported by the entire Republican field. 

With Hawaii poised to become the f i r s t state to legalize same-sex marriage 
within two years, conservative political groups, including televangelist Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, have united in demanding that presidential 
candidates publicly pledge their opposition to gay marriage. 

All eight Republican contenders have promised to sign such a pledge, and 
Steve Forbes has already done so, according to rally organizer Phil Burress. 

Tonight's rally at First Federated Church, a nondenominational fundamentalist 
Christian church, is intended to throw a national spotlight on opposition to 
marriage rights for gay couples. 

Candidates Lamar Alexander, Patrick Buchanan, Bob Dornan, Phil Gramm and Alan 
Keyes w i l l address the huge rally, says Burress, president of a Cincinnati group 
that in 1993 successfully pushed a city referendum outlawing anti-bias 
protections for gay men and lesbians. 

Front-runner Bob Dole and Richard Lugar have sent their regrets, citing 
scheduling conflicts, according to Burress, who added that Forbes is trying to 
change his schedule to enable him to attend. President Clinton, who is on record 
opposing gay marriage, declined an invitation, Burress said. 

The "Marriage Protection Resolution" that the candidates have pledged to sign 
concludes, "Resolved, the State should not legitimize homosexual relationships 
by legalizing same-sex 'marriage' but should continue to reserve the special 
sanction of c i v i l marriage for one man and one woman as husband and wife." 

Pressure on the Republican candidates w i l l not end with their taking the 
pledge. 

"Signing i t is only the f i r s t step. ... We want to make sure they are willing 
to go to the mat on protecting the family in the heterosexual capacity," said 
the Rev. Lou Sheldon, founder of the Traditional Values Coalition. 

Sheldon said he's in the process of helping draft legislation to prevent 
legalization of gay marriage by either federalizing marriage laws or amending 
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the U.S.. Constitution. 

The 7 p.m. (CST) rally, moderated by actor Charlton Heston and Kicking off a 
movement called the National Campaign to Protect Marriage, is also supported by 
the American Family Association, Colorado for Family Values, Concerned Women for 
America, Phyllis Schlafly's Eagle Forum, Focus on the Family and The Report. 

A counterrally and candlelight v i g i l begin outside the church at 5".3Q p.m. 

"We're going to get fair-minded lowans of every walk of l i f e to be there and 
hold two candles — one for themselves and one for a person too intimidated to 
be out," said Kirk Bragg, spokesman for the sponsoring group, Iowa's chapter of 
the National Association of Social Workers. 
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. Sex change 
:g#?|viiian1ages % 

^S -̂legalized-
Tte Singapore govern­

ment announced January 
24 that it will allow peo­
ple who have undergone 
gender reassignment 
surgery to legally marry, 
Reuters reported. 

Current Singapore law 
i will be amended to permit 

a person who has "under­
gone a sex-reassignment 
procedure" to be identi­
fied as the "same sex to 
which he/she has been re­
assigned," Reuters quoted 
a government document 
as saying. 

According to Singapore 
television, as reported by 
Reuters, Community De­
velopment Minister Ab­
dullah Tarmugi said the 
proposed amendment 
would note the new gen­
der on individuals' identi­
ty cards rather than their 
birth certificates. 

Within the last 25 
years, more than 500 peo­
ple have undergone sex-
change operations in Sin­
gapore hospitals, accord­
ing to Reuters. 
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^swith, die. uî erstanding?8ial: >dr. PRO-GAY /HOUSE MEMBER^' 
>WINS SENATE RACE: y.S. Rep. 
,;Ron Wyden (D-Ore.V a strong sup-
p̂orter of civil rigJitetoir Gays. w o n - ; a ^ ^ ^ ^ = . . , ^ , ^ 
nairow victory over conservative R e r ^ ^ A Y ^ A R T N E R ^ O F .vHILL 
publican challenger Gordon Smith ^STAFFER IS 'APPROVED': Rep ' 
January 30 in a race considered a pos- 'Nancy Johnson (R-Conn.), chair of . 
pible bellwether on how Republicans , jhe House ethics committee, and Rep. ?> 
Md Democrats will do in November. 3 m McDemott (D-Wash.), ranking ' 
Wyden and Smith ranTtaf 4 special. jmihority member of the committee, > l 

election called to replace Sen. Bob told openly Gay House staffer Jeff 
Packwood (R), who resigned over al-̂ ; Coudriet that his relationship with his 
legations of sexual harassment. „ ; -̂ domestic partner meets the criteria for 

^ Wydeohas been a longtime pov^an exempUon under a newly enacted I 
sponsor of the House Gay civil rights : rule restricting gifts. Ihe rate, among V 
bill and has supported efforts to lift other things, requires House membere :\ 
tfie ban on Gays m the military. v. ̂  and House staffers from accepting i 

By electing Wyden, voters chose a > personal gifts" from" friends without 1 

senator who is committed to bringing Obtaining permission from ̂ tfie ethics 
people together, supporting policies committee each time a gift is received 
that treat Lesbian and Gay people fair- " '" - . « » . . . -
ly, and serving all residents of his 
state," said Daniel Zingale, political di­
rector of the Human Rights Campaign. 
- HRC's political action committee 
contributed $10,000 to Wyden's cam­
paign, the maximum amount allowed 
by federal election laws. HRC also 
gave $5,000 to the Oregon Democrat­
ic Party and another $5,000 to the De-

" with a value greater than $25$ 
. However, the rale allows 'members 
or staffers to receive an'exemption 
from the requirement " when the gifts 
come from a spouse or personal friend 

..who is declared by: the member or 
staffer as a domestic partner. 

Coudriet believes he is the first Gay 
staffer to be granted an exemption on 

-. „ *e "Gay spouse" exemption. 
mocratic Senatonal ..Campaign.. Own-. • ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • • , > - L o u Chibbaro Jr. 

;, ".TTTT-.' 

•v. 

v.,'.-

• 1 WW 

.^.v^t-rLOS ANGELES, 
>̂ ^Califl.-̂ - iWftoliyvTOod 

. ; studios have joined the list 
'• X^pf. AOM Aat exteiicl bene-
livfits to'iomestic partners of 

"i:. ̂  Gay "employes: vXtream- ; 

ppIoyMbase of 500 people, 
• • . v. recently began . offering 

/,.;.{• •.,' the benefits and Metro-
^.V^^.- Goldwyn-Mayer Inc:, ^ 

which employs 800 people i 
fulltime, began Feb. 1. "*j 
Hollywood Supports, an , 
organization of leading ^ 
movie industry figures ft-' 
that works to fight dis- "jT 
crimination on the basis of -V" 
HIV status and sexual ori- ^ 
entadon, said the move by 
both companies leaves 
only one movie studio in 
Hollywood that does not 
offer domestic partner 
benefits. .-vrr 
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S o c a r i d e s R i c h a r d 

From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Channel Q 
qnews 
IMPORTANT - USA TODAY 
Tuesday, January 02 . 1996 8:05AM 

SPECIAL ALERT: 
Today's (Tuesday, January 2) issue of USA TODAY features a rather long 
article on gay marriage. If you have any commenta on this issue, or feel 
that any quotes in the fol lowing article need rebuttal, letters to the editor 
to USA TODAY must be faxed or e-mailed IMMEDIATELY. Letters same-day have 
the best chance of publication because they often like to run them tho 
fol lowing day. 

Include your name, address, and - very important: your daytime and evening 
telephone numbers for confirmation purposes. Letters which are concise and 
to the point have the best chance at publication, and so do letters which 
tell a sincere, heartfelt personal story or have strong opinion related to 
this issue. 

USA TODAY is America's widest-read newspaper, w i th 6 million readers every 
day. Even if your letter is not selected for publication, it will improve 
the chances that others on this topic will be selected by the editors. 
Editors stdect letters to the editor based on overall response, so dash of f 

something - anything - if you can. 

Send your letter to USA TODAY to : 

FAX: 703-276-5513 
E:MAIL: E-M£Urf-£aTtor@usatoday.com 

U S A ^ T - C B A Y 
* NATION" 

/ T u e s d a y , January 2, 1995 
LEGAL GAY MARRIAGE ON HAWAII 'S HORIZON 

JJy Carl Weiser, Gannett News Service 
WASHINGTON - The Tlrst legal gay marriage could take place this year in 

, ^ activists on both tirlfifj • i ^ g ^ v 7 ^ ' ' 
trigger a national f ight about t h ^ Tattn'liyTyiiy riyhis arltTfoVb'ltS'STT. 

Every state wil l have to decide where it stands on the question of gay men 
and lesbians marrying and whether to recognize Hawaii 's marriages. 

"I do think this will become a huge issue in 1996. It may well be a key 
issue in the presidential campaign," says Robert Knight of the Family 
Research Council, which opposes gay marriages. 

"The time for discussing whether to seek the freedom to merry has passed 
because we are likely to win i t ," says gay marriage advocate Evan Wolfson, 
director of the Marriage Project at the Lambda Legal Defense and Education 
Fund. "The big question is going to be: Will we be eble to keep it against 
the ferocious backlash of our enemies?" 

The debate is not just about abstract concepts such as the definition of a 
family or the rights of a minority. It's also about mundane matters: taxes, 
funerals and health benefits. 

Toshav and Phillip Storrs, a gay couple in Ithaca, N.Y., understand the 
significance of Hawaii 's proposal. They are trying to buy a house. Though 
they consider themselves married, banks treat them as business partners. 

"They see us as two different Individuals . . . with no financial Interest 
in staying together," Toshav Storrs says. 

But the Storrs won ' t rush off to Hawaii. "Not unless someone gave us the 
money," says Toshav Storrs, a hotel desk clerk. "I need to wait for New York 
to take act ion, or at least somewhere in my region." 

The controversy over legalizing gay marnages comes as gay marriages are 
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becoming a more prominent part of American culture: 
A DRC. 12 episode of T V s Roseanne featured a marriage between t w o men. 

ABC delayed airing the show until 9:30 p.m., an hour and a half after its 
usual - more child-friendly - time of 8 p.m. Cable TV ohowed a gay marriage 
in 1994 when the HIV-positive Pedro Zamora on MTV's The Real World tied the 
knot wi th his lover, Sean. The Jan. 18 episode of NBC's Friends wil l show a 
lesbian wedding. 

An increasing number of churches perform gay marriage ceremonies. Toshav 
and Phillip Storrs were married in a Jewish "commitment ceremony" in June. 

The Episcopal Church is studying gay marriage, and presiding bishop Edmond 
Browning has said he is "sympathetic" to such a move. 

Some cities allow gay partners to register as couples, giving them some 
legal rights. Though not the equivalent of marriage, the rfiflistrv provides 
official notice that t w o people are a couple. Palo Al to, Calif., became the 
latest city to create a domestic partner registry In December; Denver and 
Boulder, Colo., are considering it. 

A few hundred companies and municipalities now extend benefits to gay 
panners of employees. Those companies include Time Warner, Nynex, Welt 
Disnev. Levi Strauss, Apple Computer, Lotus Development and Microsoft. 

But domestic partner registries and employee benefits don' t equal legal 
marriages, gay activists insist. That's what gays went . "Not gay marriage. 
Marriage," says Wolfson. 

In Hawaii, legal gay marriages are moving forward on t w o fronts: 
A gubernatorial commission has recommended that gay couple© ba allowed to 

marry, but the Legislature has not changed the law to allow it . 
The state Supreme Court also has ruled that denying marriage licenses to 

gay couples is unconstitutional unless tho state can prove a "compelling 
interest." The state attorney general is preparing to argue its case for a i 
"compelling interest" before the court in July. I 

Court observers doubt justices will buy the argument. Most expect that 
after a few more legal maneuvers the court will legalize gay mamage. 

"There will be a day when lesbian and gay people will be allowed to marry. 
We're definitely moving in that direction," says David Smith, spokesman for 
the Human Rights Campaign, the nation's largest gay and lesbian political 
organization. 

"Unless the Hawaiian Supreme Court suddenly is hit w i th a dose of reality, 
they will take the radical step of validating homosexual relationships as 
marriage," says the Family Council's Knight. "This presents a problem for the 
other 49 states." 

His suggestions: States should pass laws now to make it clear that 
marriage is strictly between a man and a woman. And they shouldn't worry 
about whether to recognize those Hawaiian marriages. 

To groups such as the Family Research Council, gay marriage is "an 
oxymoron, an ideological invention designed . . . toward the goal of 
government-enforced acceptance of homosexuality," Knight says. 

He calls gay marriages "counterfeit ," saying that marriage must be the 
joining of a man and a woman. If states allow t w o men or t w o women to marry, 
why stop there? 

"Why not three men? Three women? A man and a boy?" he says. 
Tim Wildmon, vice president of the American Family Association, says gay 

people should have the right to vote, to work, to be free of violence - but 
not to marry. "We just believe i f s plain Immoral. It goes against the holy 
Scriptures," he says. 

Both Wildmon and Knight say gay marriages could lead to more gay adoptions 

of children, "which I consider a deep threat to children's well-being," 
Knight says. 

Are other families "going to want their children to stay over wi th Johnny 
and Bobbv for the weekend? To be openly exposed to that kind of lifestyle, 
that kind of behavior? I think it could create great tension among a lot of 
American families." 

The Marriage Project's Wolfson says there are only t w o issues: whether gay 
people should be allowed a right that everyone else enjoys, and whether 
states can "strip their marital status at the border." 
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If some states fail to recognize the Hawaiian marriages, then "you're 
married or unmarried, depending on where you're parking that day." Wolfson 
says. "Is this a country where we have to get a marriage visa stamped every 
t ime we cross a state border?" 

Wolfson savs the issue is simply fairness. "In all 50 states, lesbians and 
gay men are today denied the basic freedom to marry," he says. "We want the 
same rights and responsibilities - and I emphasize responsibilities - that 
non-gay people take for granted." 

There is debate within the gay community about pursuing legalization of 
gay marrieges. As with the iGcue of gayc in the military, many gay men and 
lesbians think the country is not ready - and expect a backlash so ferocious 
that gay rights will end up curtailed, not enlarged. 

With Hswgii in mind, Utah paeeed a law this year outlawing same-sex \ 
marriages. Similar bills were introduced in South Dakota and Alaska. \ 

"The signs, let met tell you, are ominous," wrote Jim Thomas, a columnist 
for the News-Telegraph, a gay interest tabloid that circulates in Illinois, 
Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas and Tennessee. "Some of our activists have taken 
on one of the most important Institutions In our culture, particularly for 
conservatives. 

"You heard it here first," he wrote. "We're going to get creamed." 
Wolfson agrees that the fights in each legislature or state court will be 1/ 

difficult. But the best thinq. he savs. is to trigger a national debate, to 
make Americans start thinking about something they've never considered 
plausible. 

"What I hope will happen is Americans will not close their minds before 
they've begun to hear the facts, the real stories of real-life people." 

Those rcoHife people are like Toshav Storrs, who offers this short 
explanation for why he and Phillip should be allowed to marry: "We love each 
other." 
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