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Nebraska New Mexrco, Rhode Island

South Carolina, and Tennessee. . ~~ * &

to the list ‘this week of those consrdermg - Last week, the Blade reported that such
* bills to ban same-sex marriages, brmglng to 'bills had been introduced in six states: Alas-
18 the number of states where the battle +ka, California, Hawaii," South Dakota, Vlr-
“over recognition of same- -sex mamages s has - gmla, and Washmgton. (. '
matenahzed ;

that a marriage “shall not be void because * \ bill was introduced in Mame but with- -
- both parties are of the same sex.” LY drawn Jan. 24. . ' '

- The nine new states where' legrslators n- .27 Meanwhile, this week, the lower cham-
troduced or announced they would soon in-- bers of two states — California and South
.troduce bills to ban same-sex mamage are: _Dakota — voted to approve their anti-mar-
Alabama Colorado Georgla Illmors Iowa, T Contmued on page 25
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Continued from page 1
riage measures. :

Two votes lost

In California Wednesday, the Repub-
lican-controlled Assembly voted 41 to
31 in favor of AB 1982, a bill which
stipulates that “A marriage contracted.
outside this state between individuals of
the same gender is not valid in this
state.” The vote was largely along parti-
san lines, with 38 of the 41 yes votes
coming from Republicans.

Ellen McCormick, a spokesperson for
the state’s’ Gay lobby, LIFE, said ac-
tivists feel they have a chance of defeat-
ing the measure in the Senate. There,

. she noted, Democrats control the major-

ity (21 of.40 votes) and_the Senate
leader, Bill Lockyer. has “stated pub-
licly. that he is' committed to stopping
this bill.*

“We intend to- really work wnh hlm
to make sure that, if this bill makes it
out of committee,” said McCormick,
“we’ll go. after every smgle senator’s
vote:”

In ‘South Dakota on Tuesday, the .- |.
House passed its bill to specify- t.hatg“xJ
marriage is “between a ‘man; and—a'- :

woman.” The bill was ongmally itabled

in a House committeeSbiit’ supporters- of i& w—‘ -
the measure used a patliamentary proce:" e

* dure, to force.it:to the floor. The Repub-';
li
.“nppmve the legislation. The bill

licans hold a.one-vote majority.
., EVvans Wolfson, head of Lambda

""Legal Defense and Education Fund’s’

Marriage Project, said yesterday he be-
lieves the bills in California and South
Dakota can be defeated because the sen-
ates in both states are “'stronger™ on pro-
Gay issues and because “activists on the
front lines in both of those states be-
lieve they can mount a good fight.”

“But if people do not now write let-
ters and seck allies,” he said, “then we
will lose those votes.”

Wolfson said he .is not surpnscd" at .
the number of bilis cropping up to iry to .
bin recognition of same-sex mamiage.

He has been wraveling around the coun-

iry for two years asking Gay activists to
organize public education and build -

,Housetheuvotedwtoc

now moves to the Senate where Repub—- s

SAN FRANCISCO — The San
Francnsco Board of Supervisors unani-

county clerk to perform wedding cere-

: nage to same-sex couples.

all who live here,” Supervisor Carole

| Migden, author of the legislation, told

reporters.
The Jan. 29 vote, 9-0, will pen'mt

then pay an additional $35 fee to have
* a civil ceremony performed by the
city clerk.

thonty 0.decide who can be legally

mously passed an ordinance Monday -
that will- allow the San Francisco

"monies and issue certificates of mar-_ :

“San Francisco is once again lllus- .
trating that this is a humane, compas- ~ B2
sionate, and equal-opportunity city for ..

same-sex couples who pay a $30 fee.-
to register as domestic partners and ¥

The civil ceremony would be en- -
. tirely symbolic and would hold no:
legal .weight. Only the state has the:i-

S F permlts same-sex couples to wed’ B
Gays praise bill while rehglous nght assalls it as a ‘freak thing’ - | -

“to be married in a setting more per- -

"Sheldon of the Anaheim, Calif.-based
‘|- "is a.supporter. of Rep. Pete Knight's - | »

would block recognition ‘of Gay mar- -

jcny.mm ordinance gave the pnmclpams hospital mm};"wﬂl*johm Wb.. and New York’ City who have sim-
- rights .should one fall il and the option ito:share a Iuhh"“'llar legislation on the books.
" plan, if one of the partners is a city employee.

bi Doug Hinckie

- ey -

e wean

In San Franmsco if a couple wants -

sonal than City Hall, the ceremony
‘can be performed in a church. Same-- | "
sex couples would receive the same |* .i ’ 3

- certificate that heterosexuals receive | ~: . y
in their civil wedding ceremonies. T

The new San Francisco ordinance .
was condemned in a statement by Lou

T U

Traditional Values Coalition. Sheldon _

'3

(R-Palmdale) :bill, AB.1982, which .
riages. Sheldon said- the state had a
“vested interest in man-woman rela--
tionships.” He referred to same-sex
mamage a “freak thing.” - . .
’s not unusual that“San‘Prané

* = Sidney Brinkley

coalitions in support of legal recognition
of same-sex marriages. .
Lambda’s Marriage Project was

formed to lay the groundwork for an ex-.

pected legal victory in Hawaii. That’s
where three Gay couples filed suit for
marriage licenses, and.the Hawaii
Supreme Court ruled in 1993 that the
state cannot deny marriage licenses to

them unless it can demonstrate some
compelling governmental need to do so. -

_._ka. Only Utah approved it. -
to demonstrate 'such a need, is scheduled -~

A trial, giving the state an opportunity

for July 15. Wolfson's plan has bcen to -
have activists educate the public on the
need for Gay couples to marry so that
when the count forces Hawaii to grant

same-sex marriage licenses, legislatures

.in other states will be less-likely to pass

laws_trying to ban recognition of those

" marriages in their states.

But clearly state legislatures are not
wailing until 1997 when the Hawaii case
will probably have wound its way to the
finish line.

riages — Utah, South Dakota, and“AIas

This year, 18 states have: the issue on
their agenda; the bill in Maine was with--"
drawn and the bill in Nebraska is to rec-:"
" ognize same-sex marriages. The issue in
the remaining 16 states ‘will likely be

-wing extremists who are going to try to
shut down public discussion of this issue
i before we engage the American’ people"
_ Last year, three states consndered bills i
to ban recognition of same-sex- mar-".

10:
rn;' a3, 'n'

hammered "out over the next few
months.

Wolfson said he attnbutes the “in-
creased number of -states considering
such measures to the work of “right- .

init” . .
) “Our goal" “he- saxd “has 103
.eep the discussion openZThére: will- be
‘setbacks and victories, but our goal, has
|o be to keep ﬁghung "v

Rebecca D. Murphey Wendy Johmn,k
_and Christopher Jones mumbu:ed t0. this;’
“report. S P



by Lisa Keen
~With a re- '
-proach agamst a*"
“false god of

Gay rights” and*"
‘an ominous sug-
. -gestion that they
are ready to use -
-“aggressive tac--*
.-tics,” the reli-
gious right ele- =
ments- of the Re-
publican Party
cast- a hail _of
stones against
same-sex mar-
riage Saturday '
night. 5
Ina nauonally ‘
tefevised. - forum -
which attracted a -’
throw of support
from all but one
of the eight Re-
publican presndenual candldates the
leader of a -prominent radical nght

group called the debate over: recogni-:

tion of same-sex marriages “the most

.important issue on our docket” and.
announced a campaign to launch a. )

concerted effort “in every. state”
fight them.

At the “Nauonal Campalgn to Pro-
tect Marriage Rally,” .hosted by at
least six national. right-wing groups,

".every Republican presldenual candi-

date. except' Sen, Richard Lugar en-
‘dorsed — elther in person or through
‘a Ietter —a resoluuo condemnmg
-same-sex marriage. .

“The resolution said: “Whereas mar-
riage- is an essential element in the

" foundation' of 'a healthy Society, and

whereas govemnment has a“duty to
protect that foundaﬂon, resolved: the
Connnued on page 25
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Republican hopefuls assail same-sex marriage

Continued from page |

state should not legitimize homosexual
relationships by legalizing same-sex
‘marriage’ but should continue to reserve
the special sanction of civil marriage for
" one man and one woman as husband and
wife.”

While all the other candidates, includ-
ing Democratic President Clinton, had al-
ready made statements opposmg legal
recognition of same-sex marriage, the en-
dorsements Saturday night from Republi-
can front-ruiinet Sen. Bob Dole and for-
mer Tennessee Gov. Lamar Alexander

.~ staked out their positions for the first’

: '..time

"+ Gay dctivists seemed surprised not so
inuch by the endorsements of the resolu-
tion as by the degree of hostility ex-
- pressed against’ Gay people during the
televised forum.

Dole, in a letter read to the forum, said -

Pat Buchanan, one of the Republican
field's most virulently anti-Gay candi-
dates, said Sunday that he would not
appoint an “out-of-the-closet homosex-
ual” to a position in his cabinet. But a
few minutes later, he said he has such

in his campaign.
Buchanan made his statements in re-

Russert on Meet the Press Feb. 11.
Specifically, Buchanan said: *I
doubt if I would appoint someone who
was an out-of-the-closet homosexual
who declared that he believed that ho-
mosexuality was a legitimate lifestyle
and was engaged in that lifestyle — he

“openty homiosexual” people working

sponse to questions from reporter Tim

In the campalgn, but not the cabinet

“is a valid, legitimate, moral lifestyle;

. doesn't know. who these people are. He
. also noted that Buchanan first made
i this claim last fall during the contro-

them this: ‘Look, I do not believe that

period, paragraph.”

The  Buchanan campaign office
phones were tied up this week, so the
Blade was unable to ask the campaign
to identify these “several people” who
have already been “outed.”

David Greer, an official with the na-
tional Gay Republican group, Log
Cabin Republicans, said his group

versy, over the Log Cabin contribution
to Bob Dole.
In another spectacular lowa irony,

+ he “fully supports™ the resolution and
<" added that “it does not go far enough.”
Dole suggested the resolution “should
promote” heterosexual marriage by pro-’

g California Rep. Bob Doman, who is
S considered perhaps the most hostile of
4 B the Republican field towards Gay peo-

" would not be appointed to a high ap-
_ pointive position in the Buchanan ad- -
: ministration.” N

Russert pursued.

viding tax incentives to married couples
and tax credits for those couples who
,produce children. He said today's “social
yills are “directly linked with the collapse
of the. two-parent family.” Dole won
Monday’s caucus in lowa, taking the
1yotes of 26 percent of the people who at-
nded the precinct caucuses across the
' state.
Commentator Patrick Buchanan, who
came in second with 23 percent of the
vole, addressed the anti-Gay rally in per-

.- son. To an audience estimated at between

2000 and 3,000 people, he repeated his
nolonous I992 convention call for a
“cultural war,” this time describing it
more specifically as a fight against the
“false god of Gay rights.”

“There is no equal rights,” he said, -
f;:"between what is sancuﬁed by god and

“Fivhat is morally wrong.” He said any pro-
Gay bill from Congress that reached him

i.4as president would be “dead on arvival

when it comes to the Oval Office.”
Two other Republican candidates

showed up in person to endorse the anti-:.

.Gay resolution: Texas Sen. Phil Gramm

‘ thing to stop it.”

“Millions of Americans who happen
to be Gay," said Russert, “who want to
participate in the American political
process — what are they hearing from
Pat Buchanan today? ‘It's OK to par-
ticipate as long as you don't tell people
you're Gay or act on your Gayness'?"

“No,” said Buchanan. “There are
many people — there are not many.
There are several people in my cam-

Pat Buchanan said he has “openly
homosexual” people working in his
campaign.

paign, supporting me openty, who are
openly homosexual. Openly. And
they’ve been, quote, ‘outed,’ or what-
ever they call it. And I welcome the
support of those people. 1 welcome the
support of every American; but, I tell

ple, did not attend Saturday's forum
even though he originally said he would.
According to unconfirmed reports, Dor-
nan said, in conversations with members
of People for the American Way in
lowa, that he changed his mind.-He said
at first he understood the forum was a
“pro-family” event. When he leamed it
was an anti-Gay event, said the reports,
he decided it 'was “too hateful.”

—Lisa Keen

vote and dropped out of the race this
week) and talk show host Alan Keyes.
Both men had already staked out posi-
tions opposing recognition of same-sex
marriage.

In addition to Dole and Alexander
(who made an unexpectedly good third
place showing, with 18 percent of the
vote), publisher Malcolm “Steve™ Forbes
(who made an unexpectedly poor show-
ing in fourth, with 10 percent) sent his
support in writing. Forbes's letter was
signed by his campaign manager; but, the

.. Des Moines Register reported Sunday
(who took only riine percent of Monday's .

that the Forbes campaign said Forbes has

Cabin’s Rich Tafel, “unless the party leadership is willing to stand up and do some--

signed the resolution.

California Rep. Bob Doman (who took
zero percent of Monday's vote) was not
mentioned during Saturday's forum and
did not attend. However, Dornan, like
Buchanan, has a well-established record
of opposing anything pro-Gay, including
legal recognition of same-sex marriage.

He reportedly issued a statement of sup-
port for the anti-Gay marriage msolution-‘-‘

carlier in the day Saturday.

Now, the only candidate who has not
opposed legal recognition for same-sex
marriage is Lugar. Though his camp has
not offered any indication of where he
does stand, Log Cabin Republicans Exec-
utive Director Rich Tafel applauded

. Lugar for showing “real integrity by re-

fusing to participate in what was nothing

. more than a gay-bashing event.”

Tafel, in a statement issued Monday,
said the forum was a “sign of danger
ahead for the Republican party.”

“We're sliding toward a repeat of the
Houston convention in 1992,” said Tafel,
“unless the party leadership is willing to

- stand up and do something to stop it.”

Many agreed with Tafel’s characteri-
ition of the Saturday night forum; some

\wem even further.

“It was the most insidious attack

i agamst the lives of Gay and Lesbian peo-

ple in the history of presidential politics,”
said Human Rights Campaign spokesper-

2 son David Smith,

Bill Crews, a lifelong Republican and

E the openly Gay mayor of Melboume,
" lowa, said Saturday's forum “broke new

“We're sliding toward a repeat of the Houston convention in 1992,” sald Log  ground for political pandering.”
HRC’s Smith, whose organization
helped organize a counter rally outside,

watched the “Protect Marriage” forum in-
side the First Federated Church in Des
Moines.

Smith said activists have expected for
some time that the radical right would ag-
gressively oppose recognition of same-
sex marriage.

“This,” he said, “was a sort of national
unveiling of the right-wing strategy. It
was a steamroller we knew was going to
take place. Now, the evidence is there.”

Jay Sekulow of the American Center
for Law and Justice told the forum Satur-
day night that his group considercd oppo-
sition to.same-sex marriage as “the most
important issue on our docket.” He said
his group would launch opposition to
legal recognition “in every state,” and he -
promised the campaign would use “ag-
gressive™ tactics, akin to those used by
Operation Rescue in antiabortion efforts.
Although he said he didn’t mean his re-
marks to be taken as a “threat,” Sekulow
added, nonetheless, that “one never
knows.”

Saturday’s forum, just two days before
the Jowa caucuses, was sponsored by six
national right-wing groups: the Christian
Coalition, the Traditional Values Coali-
tion, Concerned Women of America, the
Eagle Forum, the American Family As-
sociation, and The Report. It was broad-
cast live on C-SPAN. On the stage were
about a dozen prominent anti-Gay ac-
tivists, including Lou Sheldon, hedd of
the Traditional Values Coalition; Will
Perkins and Kevin Tebedo, who headed
the Colorado for Family Values cam-
paign for the anti-Gay initiative Amend-
ment 2; and Phil Burress who headed an

Continued on page 27




Continued Jrom page 25
anti-Gay initiative effort in Cmcm-
nati. 4
_Bill Horn, Midwest reglonal di--
rector for the anti-Gay publication
The Report, emceed the forum
and is executive director of the.
new “National Campaign to Pro-
tect Marriage.” He and others said
the campaign was triggered by a.
lawsuit . in Hawaii to gain legal
recognition for same-sex mar-
riage. The lawsuit, filed by three
Gay couples, is expected to lead
to legal recognition. sometime in
1997. (A state district court trial
in the case, scheduled for July 15,
has been postponed for technical
reasons to Aug. | of this year.)
The same-sex marriage fight
has now materialized in at least
21 states. Last year, only three.
states considered bills to ban legal
recognition of same-sex mar-
riages. Of those, only Utah’s passed.
This year, an initiative that would

7l

ban recogmuon of same-sex mar- -~

riage is expected to reach the bailot in
Oregon in November. In addition to the
actions in Utah and Oregon, bills to ban,

or'in one state support, recognition’ of -
* same-sex marriage have been introduced. - -
in legislatures in 19 other states, and’a -_

bill is expected soon in Wisconsin. (The
bills in Virginia and Alaska have been
killed in committee.)

Other campaign news

In other presidential campaign news
this week:

« Forbes was widely reported to have
been upset late last week over an alleged
anonymous phone campaign which he
said misrepresented his position on
Gays in the military. Forbes accused the
Dole and Buchanan campaigns of dis-
torting his position as being in support
of the current “don’t ask/don’t tell” pol-
icy. That policy allows Gays to serve as
long as they don’t engage in sex with a
person of the same sex and don’t identi-
fy themselves as Gay to anyone. Forbes
said his position is that he would do
whatever military leaders said he should
doon the issue. Forbes's campaign
manager, Bill Dall Col, told the Des
Moines Register that “Under the current
military-supported policy, if a homosex-
ual is found, they are immediately dis-
charged. Mr. Forbes supports that posi-
tion.”

Pro-Gay Republican Gov. William Weld of
: Mnsmchusetts endorsed Bob Dole '

. Dole, accordmg to the Des Moines
Register, was endorsed last month by

Ione Dilley, head of the Iowa Christian

Coalition.
*- pro-Gay . Republlcan Gov. William

‘Weld of Massachusetts has endorsed

Dole, as has anti-Gay Republican Gov.
George Allen of Virginia;

* Openly Gay Melbourne, Iowa,
Mayor Bill Crews was one of 10 dele-
gates chosen from his precinct caucus to
advance to the county caucuses next
month. The irony, noted Crews, is that
he wore a pro-Clinton button to the cau-
cus and has no intention of voting Re-
publican in November.

« turnout to the Republican precinct
caucuses in Iowa was much smaller than
expected — only 100,000 instead of the

- 130,000 projected. Some political ob-

servers say that may spell problems for
Republican voter turnout in November;

» the Christian Coalition said this
week that it is distributing 22 million
copies of its voter guides in primary
states;

* In an interview with Meet the Press
Sunday, Buchanan said he would “try to
outlaw” RU-486, a pill, not yet ap-
proved in the United States, which can
induce abortion. The pill has also shown
promise in treating advanced breast can-
cer, a disease which, for a number of
reasons, some Lesbians are more prone
to than most women.

by Clint Steib
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Afedemlappeansoommmantahés
ruled that 2 woman who lost a job offer at the

" Georgia attorney general’s office because’

she was- about to-“marry” another woman
was denied her constitutional rights. ~ - "

The 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
said late Wednesday that Robin Joy Shahar

Amendment to an’ intimate association with °
another woman and could not be denied a'job:

-solelyonthebamsofherchmceofmamage

partner. But the court panel also sent thé

| case back to a lower court to see if the state |

could demonstrate a. “compelling” govern-
mental interest to override. Shahar’s rights.
That is a difficult test to meet, but thestate
said yesterday it would appeal the ruling. ;.

The suit, whxchamseml.%lafterSha-
har announced she. was marrying Francine

Greenfield, adds to an emerging body of case

lawonnghtsofgaymenandwomen .
The legal status of gay marriages was not

the issue.. But Ruth Harlow of the American -

Civil Liberties Union, who represented Sha-

- har, noted. “the court . . . showed great re-

Court Uphol@g
of Gay'f

S IR

Vornail

- - a--..--.- -t oy« g -

In mthdrawmg the offer, hesald “Inaction
on my part would constitute tacit approval o
"this purported marriage and jeopardize the
‘proper function. of this office.” Shahar ewer-
walkvwashn'edbytheatyattomey'sdiz
in Adanta, .

".;Perry Michael, execuu;e aasistzm anr

sy general, said yesterday, “We think thé
gourt’s decision is clearly erroneous. I dar':

had a fundamental right under.the First / gw of any other case that bas gooe (S

far”mprotecungmterestsdhonnse:m&
‘Michael said the state was still weighirZ

‘yesterday whether to ask for-a | by
* the full court of appeals for the 11th Circa#t
ar appeal directly to the Sup Calii

Georgia has no law forbidding .
_ riages, but it does not recogmz/themasv#
id and outlaws sexual relatxons( between’ par!-
pleofthesamesex. oo

.. Shahar, whomamedGr eldmasyna-
gogue affiliated with. tha Reconstmcnm&
movement of Juda:sm said yesterday, I am
‘ecstatic. An. employer should evaiuate ai
‘employee based on work experience.” -3

TheappealsoourtsmdShaharhadbea R

known as Robin Brown until the wedding
when she dnd Greenfield changed thésr

speaforahxghlypersonal primary relation- +-pames to-Shahar, ‘%vhu:h referstobang‘n

ship, even if it is not recognized legally.” The

" ruling by the 11th Circuit, covering Georgia,

Alabama and Florida, was the first decision -
byanappealscourtthatgaypeoplehavethe

same right of intimate assoaatlon as hetero-
" sexuals,

, Nationwide, ;udges are wexg!ung the con-
" stitutional rights of homosexuals and lesbian§

mavanetyafcantexts.’rhexssuehasanéen
in bias complaints such as Shahar’s, i’chal- .

. lenges to the Pentagon’s “don’t asX, don’t.
-]. “tell” palicy. restricting hom in the
" military, and over local governmeénts’ efforts-
»-§. to shield gay people from dmdmnauon or’
.. to make sure they get no s

‘protection.
The Supreme Court ig‘expected to rule

-} 'thxsspnngontheconsntunonahtyofaColo-
“|. rado law, that prevents cifies from passing’
|’ anti-discrimination ordmanc& based o sex- - B
;|- - ual orientation.

IntheGeorgmdmput'e atiirée-;udgeap-

Hpealspanelsaxdad:stnctcomtshoulddeter

mine whether Attomey General Michael J..

: . 'Bowe:smnsbowaoompelhnsgwermnental :
interest that ovemden Sha!nr’s nght ofas- 1B

+ That i is the sﬁnctat legal test and in thns

-'case .would require the state to prove that
- | . "work in Bowers'’s office would be disrupted
" |- " or public safety endangeted bemuse of Sha- ;
" har’s relationship. -~ :- = .

Shahar was a law c[exk in the attomey
general's office in 1990. After she graduated
from Emory Law School, Bowers offered her
a full-time job.

- search of God.” ' )
- In finding the relatmnslup deserved lng!-
at.constxtutwnal protection, the appeais
coart said Shahar’s “marriage” was highly
nal in terms of affection and comnzié--
ment and “inextricably entwined with Sha-
har’s exercise of her religious beliefs.” - =<
‘All three of the judges on the panel, Jobm

C Godbold, Phyilis A. Kravitch and Lewis R.

‘Morgan, agreed Shahar’s right to intimate

—assoaauon had-been infringed. Godbald and

- Morgan said the state could prevail only g

- proved a compelling govemmenml mu-.tu;
~Kravitch dissented, saying the governmen
<"should not have to face such a tough @

L A

dard e fie Spone N 5 X —_4
NIRRT ...:. St 3 i

CORRECTIONS 3

- An ‘article .yaterda‘ y'in 'Metxii i'ni";
correctly described Delora Ke!ley as'~g

 the Associated Press, an item in yes- ::
_terday’s Business section incorrectly -2
reported the coupon interest rate oa- =

" two-year Treasury notes aucuoned.-m
Wednesday. The rate was 5.25 per-; -s]

cent.
--11
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Georgm Official Told to Defend Canceling Jcb Offer to Lesbtan

By RONALD SMOTHERS

ATLANTA, Dec. 21 — A Federal
appeals court panel has ordered the
Attorney General of Georgia to de-

- ifend his withdrawal of a job offer to a

desbian who participated in a reli- * ney General would have to meet the

gious “‘commitment’’ ceremany with
her female partner.
it The ruling late Wednesday, by a

ahree-judge panel of the United"

- .States Court of Appeals for the 11th

‘1Circuit, ordered the Attormey Gen-*

-eral, Michael J-Bowers, to show why
“the withdrawal was not a violation of
‘the woman's constitutional rights.

The ruling reversed a 1883 lower

court ruling dismissing the claim
made by the lesbian, Robin Shahar, a
lawyer who was first offered the job

- by Mr. Bowers in 1981. It paves the
. way for a passible trial on the issue,

one in which the panel said the Attor-

difficult test of showing that there
was a “‘compelling governmental in-
terest” in withdrawing the job offer.

In so doing, the court would re-

quire the state’s top legal officer to
meet the same ‘‘strict scrutiny”

standard that other Federal courts

" have demanded of state legislatures -

to justify the the abridging of some-

one’s right to free speech. It is the

hlghest level of proof. required in
cases involving fundamental const-
tutional rights, and delendants must

show there was no other less mntru- -

sive action they could have taken.
Perry Michael, Executive Assist-
ant Attorney General, said Mr. Bow-

- ers was disappointed in the ruling

and would seek further rcview of'it,

" either by the full appeilute court or
- .the United States Supreme Cuourt.

The Attorney General's office had

argued that hiring Ms. Shahar could '

erroneously signal state sanction of
same-sex marriages.. The office aiso
maintained that hiring her would
complicate its enforcement of state

sodomy laws, whlch the Supreme

.Court has upheld in a case that Mr.

Bowers success{ully argued.
At the core of the panel's ruling
was the finding that Ms. Shahar and

her partner, Fran Greenfeld, had

“the fundamental right of intimate

association’ free of government in- .
tervention under the Constitution.

The court found it significant that the
two women had signaled their com-

mitment to each other in a “‘private .

religious ceremony” performed by a
rabbdi of the Reoonstructlonlst Move-

‘ment of Judaism.

“Though the religious-based mu-

riage in. which Shahar participated

——

- which they talked about Franand me .
and our ceremony.”

E————

was not marriage in a civil, legal

" sense, it was intimate and highly

personal in the sense of affection,
commitment and permanence,”
wrote Judge John C. Godbold in the

- panel’s unanimous decision. “And as

we have spelled out, it was inextrica-

bly entwined with Shahar’s exercise -

of her religious beliefs.”
The other members of the panel
were Judge Phyllis A. Kravitch and

.Judge Lewis R. Morgan.
Ms. -Shahar said today that she

was thrilled with the ruling, especial-
ly “the extremely respectful way in

Ms. Shahar, nowanasslsumdty

sttorney, had worked . summers:

} ) . .
affice. In her senfor’

'beforeshemduuedslnhhur
class at Emory Unive Law

School, Mr. Bowers offered
entry level job in his office,
withdraw it some months later
he learned of her plans to formalize

here longtime relationship with an-

a%E

- 'other woman in a refigious cerexnony

to be held in another state.
Ruth E. Harlow, aswociate director

while in law school in Mr. Bowers's -




- spectforahlghlypersonal,

_g\--. -
 THE WasHINGTON Post

' "Atlanta Appea]s Court Upholds

 Fuou, Decgen 23, 1995

“‘Marriage’ Right of Gay Woman~ '

Deczszon Adds to an Emergmg Body of Case l.aw e

By Joan Biskupic
o WMMMWM
A federal appmls court in Atlanta has
‘ruled that a woman who lost a job offer at the -
Georgia attorney general’s office because

_ she was about to “marry” anothér woman

was denied her constitutional rights.

The 11th U.S.. Circuit Court of Appeals

- said late Wednesday that Robin Joy Shahar
had a fundamental right under the First
- Amendment to an intimate association with
another woman and could not be denied a job

. solely on the basis of her choice of marriage -

_ partner. But the court panel also sent the
- ‘case back to a lower court to sée if the state

could demonstrate a “compelling® govern- -
. mental interest to override Shahar’s rights.

" ‘That is a difficult test to meet, but the state
- said yesterday it would appeal the ruling.

The suit, which arosé in 1991 after Sha-

_ har announced she was marrying Francine
Greenfield, adds to-an emerging body of case

- law on rights of gay men and women. *
. The legal status of gay marriages was not
- the issue, ButRuthHarlowoftheAmezmn

Civil Liberties Union, who represented Sha- .

har, noted “the court ... showed great re-
primary relation-
ship, evemfltxsnotreoogmzedlegally The
ruling by the 11th Circuit, covering Georgia,

Alabama and Florida, was the first decision -

by.an appeals court that gay people have the
same nght of mtnnate association as hetero-

Natxonmde Judges are weighing the con-

' stitutional rights of homosexuals and lesbians -

in a variety of contexts. The issue has.arisen

" in bias complaints such as Shahar’s, in chal-

lenges to the Pentagon’s “don’t ask, don't
tell” policy restricting homosexuals in the
military, and over local governments’ efforts
to shield gay people from discrimination or

tomakesuretheygetnospeaalprotecuon.
" The Supreme Court is expected to rule

this spring on the constitutionality of a Colo-
rado law that prevents cities from passing

antl-dlsammatmnordmambasedonsex-
ualonentatmn. .
" Inthe Georgia dispute, athree-mdgeap-

" peals panel said a district court should deter-

mine whether Attorney General Michael J.

. Bowers can show a compelling governmental '

interest that overrides-Shahar’s right of : as-
sociation.

Thatnsthesmctestlegal test and in this
case would require the state to prove that

- work in Bowers's office would be disrupted
or public safety endangered because of Sha- -

har’s relationship. .

Shahar was a law clerk in the attomey'
general's office in 1990. After she graduated

from Emory Law School, Bowers offered her

aﬁm‘t@iﬁg&!mmhmm.mm o

- C. Godbold, PhylhsA.KravnchandLewzs-R.-%
- association had been

.Kravitch dissented, saying the governmeant:

Inthhdrawmgtheoﬁer hesald “Inacﬁon,.-.
onmypartwouldeonsumetautapprmaloin.

" this purported marriage and jeopardize the- ;

proper function of this office.” Shahar éven-

'tuallywashn'edbythec:tyattomey'soﬁice{.

in Atlanta. . e

Perry. Michael, exewuveasmstantattor-'
ney general, said yesterday, “We think the', .
courtsdeasmnlsclearlyerroneous I doi’t. :

" know of any other case that has gone this, .,

far” in protecting interests of homosexuals. ::
. Michael said the state was-still weighing ,
yesterday whether to ask for a hearing by,

'theﬁﬂlcomtofappealsforthellthCn'aqg_,

ar appeal directly to the Supreme Courte-
Georgmhasnolzwfcrb:ddmgaame-mmr-,;

_-naga,but:tdoesnotreeognwethemasval- P
mmdouﬂawssemnlmlambetweenpeo-q
- ple of the same sex. . :

Shahar, whomamedGremeldmasyna-
gogue affiliated with the

'Reconstructionists
.movement of Judajsm, saidyesterday,ﬂam(
-ecstatic, An employer -should evaluate an..
_employeebawdonwo:kexpmence.

LA
Jf‘?

The appeals court said Shaharhadbeeq,,,
known as- Robin Brown until the wedding.,
when she and Greenfiéld changed theu' 3
names to Shahar, “whmh refers to bem.g ..
search of God.” .

- In finding the relatmnshxp deserved lndz;‘
est constitutional protection, the appeals .
court said Shahar’s “marriage” was highly..
personal in terms of affection and commit-
ment and “inextricably entwined with. Sha—

‘har’s exercise of her religious beliefs.” .

Alltbreeofthejudgesonthepanel Jolm-‘

3

Morgan, agreed Shahar’s right to intimate:s -
mfrmged.Godboldamt
Morgan said the state could prevail only:i a_if
provedaoompeﬂmggovemmentalmte:est.

%

ﬂ?

shouldnothavetofaoesuehatoughstan-

CORRECTIONS

An article yesterday in Meu'o m-

- " correctly described Delores Kelley as

a Maryland delegate. She is a- state
senator : o

. Based on mfonnatmn prowded by

the Associated Press, an‘item in yes- - ;]
- terday’s Business section incorrectly -
" reported the coupon interest rate on . “s
~ two-year Treasury -notes auctioned ~|*
- ‘Wednesday. The rate was 5.25 per-- {i

cent. '

.ol
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|THE REGULATORS | .
Out Wzth the Outdated

'\ The FTC Se% a W'mdow of Opportumty to Toss Some Rules

!

By Cmdy Skrzycki mmum'rons.m D

. Wusingizo Post S Rreper Harrington, associate directar for marketing practicesin
Elaine Kollsh is one of the Feder-  the Bureau of Competition. “Everyoae here has'a strong
al Trade Commission’s foremost cost-benefit orientation. We've been reviewing rules
authontmontbenﬂaonﬂ:ebooks, ! right along, but we've upped the pace. The goalis to -
. and she’s charging abead totake . .haveeverydmg . current, useful and relevant.” .
manycfﬂ;emoﬁﬂmm - Asastepmﬂaatdnecuon,thecummmongavenome
Asacmgmmqfthe " on Wednesday that it was banishing six rules that at one
Division of Enforcement for the  time probably made a lot of sense to the “Leave It to
FTC’s Bareau of Consumer .* Beaver” generation but now seem pretty silly. Out the
" Protection, Kolish hasmore thana' , window are rules governing disclosures on sleeping bags, .
passing familiarity with the hundreds  tablecloths, extension ladders, binoculars, fmstedoodmﬂ
of regulatary actions the commission ~ glasses and fiberglass curtains.
takes every year—right down toits Formmple,theﬁ'ostedoodmﬂghssnﬂe—fomnlly
plumbing rule that mandates that " known as the Quick-Freeze Spray Rule—required

manufacturers of resilential and *© ~ Warning that tmisuse of the spray could cause death ar
commercial toilets and urinals injury. These products are not made anymore. Similarly,
disclose in their labeling and have you seen fibergiass curtains lately?
promotions how much water goes - - Actions such as these can sometimes take years, but
into every flush. - the FTC moved at warp speed (for a regulator) and had -
(Kolish can recite that it’s 1.6 the six rules reviewed and eliminated in seven months.
gallons per flush, residential; 3.5 The commission also decided to automatically sunset

amnemhl;andlgaﬂmﬁ:r administrative orders that are more than 20 years old
galhns. ‘and haven't seen much action lately. The first batch of
those orders expires Jan. 2, when about 10,000

. directives will disappear into thin air. .

faucets) “If we haven't enfarced it it dies,” Kolish saidFor

Adosetdmnerbymnne,shens :

Joing diect . example, Dura-Rair International, a hair replacement
ammgm service, will no longer be under ardess to give customers
'initiatives ever. The FTC hopesto allsortsofd:scloan’eofthepamofalrgmlhan'
repleSpa'cmtofnsu-ade . Under

Jat percent of . smmnyaxesomeblwﬁ.suchastheﬁmch:se
the ﬁ&zigany . rule that governs up-front disclosures to prospective
nonhinding advice to companies to - franchisees. And after daly three years, the FTC is
keep them out of trouble with the revisiting its “green guides,” which circumscribe what

- commission. Jdind of envirenmental claims companies can make about

 Unlike many federal agencies that their products. The commission recently held a twoday -

" vow to eliminate old rules but never  Workshop to determine if new products and dlaims

around much warrant changes in the guides.
quite get around to doing the In proposing riew rules as well as reviewing cld ones,
targeting a variety of regulations * . theFl‘stu'ymgtostrmmlmethemeyusmg .
thatelﬂm?lnveomhvedthurnme wurkshopsandelnnmanngbmmumucstepsﬂ:e

2y or duplicative state laws. andamm

technology
- o this rule review stuff bdoxethenﬂexspmposed."Wewantthesme
aﬁ;wl:mﬂy,'midmm mdmmatﬂwbemmnsasatthemd,'

See THE KRGULATORS, B3, Cal. 1 mmmmmmmau
Indeed.onthecaverpagedﬂieFTC'sreguhtory

disagreements between parties -

 example, Washington-to-Calif
‘on American Alrlines out of Dulles Airport are $242)

reform report to the White House is a quote fram hockey

— - e ——

grutWayneGretzky“Idm’tshtetowhaeﬂiepudm.
1 skate to where it’s going.” -

lllltl(. the Hem!d Federal I:omuumlaﬁons

-.conmlsshn

sings! :
TheFCCstaﬁmmeupwnh"GoodchﬂmnRoed
HMt,'amgtotheumeof“Goodlﬂnngashs '

: 'GoodaxazmauRaadHundtloabedmd
on the TV toasteland. .
' Whemtsckddmspmgmmmmg?
Adpyisors ke did ask them.
It is gome, they said to him
replaced by power rangers, -
mutant ninja tur-urtles too,
no more Mister Rogers. -
" Bring it back, he said to them. .
We have lots of power.
If they want renewewal
they must give three hours.
- .Out his minions they did go
to all of the networks. .
You must do a betier job
- of educating children.. .
Oh the networks, they did quake
shiver, fret and toorvy. .
How could they ever compensate
Jor programming so boring.

B Then they had  clve thought,

it would be so-easy.

Air it in the early morn -

when no one’s up and wa-alching.
Now the Chairman, he feels great
he has served the public.

And the networks feel good too,
they have kept their ratings.

So do all the chil-ildren,
.they still watch the weird stuff.
The ACLU still feels bad

about the First Amen-endment.

- QUT FOR COMMENT: Who says it isn’t a good deal
wodnngforgovemmentth&edays?'l‘hecenenl
Administration says it has negotiated 50
petmtd:sommtsonaufamforfederalemployees(for .
fornia air fares

and agencies can lease four-door sedans for $136 a
month.ph:slleentsamﬂe.Ofoomse.youhavetobe E

-wodnngtogetthechaporat&.

!




_ and Washmgton Jegislatures . “Gve
~‘whelmmgly appmved bl"S thls week
. to limit legal rec 5

{0

s:ates consnd-

G rrin

ga] recognition of .

iage or limit recogni-
tlon to heterosexual céf'uples have > HOW.
. been" introduced. m at least 18- sta(es
““and Wisconsin is expected to get abill

) : d
House'of Representanyes Wednesday

soon. In addmon a bill in the Nebras-

ka legislature seeks to provide legal*
recognmon to same -sex mamages h

:The. Washmgtnn bill, mtroduced by
Repubhcan Rep. Bill' Thompson and

Conrmued on page 27

Marnage battle escalates

Continued from page |
cosponsored by at least 15 of his Repub-
lican colleagues, adds a new section to
the state mamage law to specifically
prohibit marriages “When the parties are
persons of the same gender.”

The new ]anguage also snpulates that
“A marriage that is valid in another ju-
risdiction but is prohibited under [the
Washington marriage law] shall not be
recognized as a valid mamage m thls
state.”

Those two bills now advance to the

" state senates. The Georgia senate has 35

Democrats and 21 Republicans. The
Washington senate has 25 Democrats and
25 Republicans.

Thus far, bills in three states are con-
sidered dead: Maine (where it was with-
drawn), Alaska, and Virginia.

In Virginia, a House committee voted

.22 to 0 not to consider the bill to prohib-

it legal recognition in’ Virginia of any

marriage from “another state or country” -
.’if the marriage would otherwise be void

in Virginia. W

8 R
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Pund|ts of all ,sln

“The leﬁ cnuque f marrl,age will be '
community, but when it comes to going on Mglulme.

N by Wayne Hoftman | T

It’s a rare occurrence indeed when the Village Voxce
and Newsweek find common ground with the Wall
Street Journal and The New Republic. Political joumnals
and op-ed pages are built on controversy and discord, so
it’s unusual to find voices from the left to the right and
everywhere in between nodding in agreement. It’s more
unexpected when the |ssue they re dlscussmg ls a Gay
issue. gyt

That latest shocker comcs with the cover story of the -
Jan. 6 issue of The Economist. “Let Them Wéd™ reads
the headline on the British politieal weekly, a favorite of
well-heeled intellectuals in this country. The -article
makes the case for Gay marriage’ with economic and
philosophical reasons, as well as emotional and religious .
ones. “For society, the real choice is between homosex-
ual marriage and homosexual alienation,” the article
reads. “No socnal interest is served by choosing the lat-
ter.” _—

While The Economm has covered Gay issues on oc-

casion, the cover story is nearly revolutionary.
- “We’ve never done so with this prominence or com-
prehensiveness,” says Bill Emmott, the magazine’s edi-
tor. “There is a serious question of equality of a social
group before the law and social contracts, and I think
discrimination — in this instance against homosexuals
— is indefensible. As soon as I had a good amcle to
back up that view, I publlshed it.”

Pmnmg down the magazine’s position ig the polmcal :
spectrum isn’t easy. Often conservative on defénse and
economic issues, The Economist is sometimes quite
radical on issues of social policy and legal reform.

“We see oufselves as coming from the radical cen-

ter. That’s sort of a way of repudiating the left/right
divide,” says Emmott. Gay marriage as an issuc also
repudiates this divide, he says; reader response to the
cover story has béen more negative than ‘positive, but
ranging in-both cases across the political ideologies in
no predictable pattern. .
. Other publications that normally line up unabashedly
on the left or the right are hugging the middle on Gay
marriage as well, as the issue continues to confound la-
bels. The Village Voice, a left-leaning New York inde-
pendent weekly, ran a point-counterpoint cover story on -
Gay marriages this month, but even the anti-marriage
.. piece was the most tepid of rejections, touting the bene-
fits of marriage without official state sanction.

The voices against Gay marriage from all political an-
gles will be abnormally quiet in this debate, says Village
Voice executive editor Richard Goldstein, who wrote his
paper’s pro-marriage story. (Goldstein and his lover
have promised to fly to Hawaii should that state approve
Gay marriages this spring.) Leftists who oppose Gay
marriage because they oppose marriage in general, and
rightists who oppose Gay marriage because they oppose
Gay rights m general, will both keep low profiles for
now.

to do that,” says Goldstein. Political convictions can't
" compete with personal desires, and even left-wing mar.

riage opponents are oﬁen perso ivid-

ual 5 stones SO # :

.issues, the more demomzmg they-are, the more margin-
alizing they are,” says Goldstein. “So they're reluctant
to go on the waspath about it.”

One of the first political journals to address the issue
was The New Republic; Andrew Sullivan wrote about

the magazine's editor and author of Virtually Normal,
Sullivan continues to keep Gay marriage debates going
in conservative circles. Next month he will run yet an-
other major article in favor of Gay marriage, by author
Jonathan Rauch.

“The presence of openly Gay joumnalists in all of
these places has given this jssue an extra nudge,” says
Sullivan. “I also think our endorsing Gay marriage so

won't be made. When push comes, toshove, no Gay ac- A
tivist is going to stand up and say you shouldn’t be able-.,

'marnage rights.”

stein. leenanan thmkmg hag e emae iy, s
. gained a foothold in neoconservative forums, and the ra-
bidly homophobic far nght is smmg this one out for the
time being.
“They’ve decided that the louder they are about Gay .

the conservative case for Gay marriage in 1989. Now

long ago helped make it a little more part of the central

N A T P

b spectrum of polmcal ldeas and legmtmzed lt‘ m'sane

el

ay, for the elite at least.”’
ullivan touches on a key issue that may undermme

‘the apparent consensus in favor of Gay marriage: politi-

‘journals and opinion pages cater to pundits, intellec-

‘tuils, and policy wonks, but they don't always reflect
the pulse-of the politicians ‘who claim to represent cer-

tain political philosophies.’ Just because Sullivan can
make a strong conservative case for Gay marriage does-
t mean that the Republlcan Party will buy his logic
and put Gay marriage in its p:esldenual platform. It
may be a significant element, but opinion journalism
.13 one step too high on the political food chain to de-

' :--tenmmpanyagendasandvoungpattems. SR P

“I don’t think there’s a direct correlation,” says Sul-

. llvan “I think ltsnecessa:ybut not sufficient.” _ -3

~There's no guessing what might happen once Gay
marriage gets picked up by. Congress or this year's pres-
idential candidates, but chances are slim that the across-
the-spectrum harmony that ha.s emerged wnll tmnslate
~perfectly. 1

£ “P've leamed one’ thmg in Joumallsm. and that's tlm
" you shouldn’t predict how politicians will behave,” says

. Emmont. “I would hope it would pmceed relatively gen- -

"tly through the political agenda in your ‘county and

mme I hesitate to predict, however, that it will.”
Evan Wolfson, an attomey ‘with Lumbda Legal De-

D _f_ense and Education Fund, looks at the marriage debate
. .-with a far longer lens, refusing to see it in terms of a sin-

gle election cycle, court case, or political convention.
“This is a chapter of our movement s history in which

~~’we are beginning to write on page,” says Wolfson, who
.- has advised many joumnalists as head of Lambda’s Mar-
" riage Project..“We have undertaken task number one, to

reach out to the persuadable middle and ask them to
think about a subject they haven't ever had to think
about. When they do, many falr-mmded people suppon

- The reason polmcal writers of different stripes dre all’

"in agreement on this issue isn’t that Gay marriage stands.

above political boundaries, he maintains, but rather that
it makes sense within different boundaries for different

_reasons.

“There are powerful conservative arguments why we
should be permitted to marry. There are also powerful

*anti-sexist arguments, civil rights arguments, and family

arguments. We must make all of those arguments, and

* different arguments wnll resonate with different people.

Wolfson says.

“We need to realize that this publlc debate is going to
happen in 1996, and it"s not going to happen in Gay cir-
cles. It's going to happen in the mainstream corridors of
power and communication across this country,” says
Wolfson.-“This is going to be the Lesbian and Gay issue
that brings us home for .non-Gay people The question
is, what foot are we puttmg forward into their living
moms""



_ Same-sex marrlage looms on pohtlcal honzon

Like it or not, it’s commg Couns are
ruling on it. Legislatures are grappling
with it. The mass media is giving it
front-page, prime-time treatment. The
next great Gay issue, which will proba-
bly surpass Gays in the mlhtary in polit-
ical sturm und drang, is likely to be .

_same-sex marriage.

Hastings Wyman Jr.

It stwtcd in Hawaii in 1993, when )
- -Ninia Bichr and Genora Dancel applied
for a marriage license. Since then, the
issue has been.in and out of courts and
legislatures. Male couples.applied for
marriage licenses — unsuccessfully — .
in Washington, D.C. and Ithaca, N.Y. In
Georgia, a three-judge federal panel
ruled in favor of a Lesbian fired from
the state attorney general s office be- :
cause she was marrying another woman.

- The media coverage is 1mponant be-

. cause even if the courts ultimately rec-.
- ognize homosexual relationships — in"_ -

marriage or some other form — it is in

- the arena of public opinion that the most
- important battle must be fought. Just as
- allowing Gays in the military couldn’t

be accomplished by a stroke of the pres-

. ident’s pen, the right of Gay male and

Lesbian couples to wed will require
more than even a court decision. If the

- public becomes exercised over.the issue,
with homophobes raging, straight sup- - *

porters quiet, and Gay men and Les-

bians cutnumbered and outgunned, leg-
- islative action will threaten any court

decision.
Whether t.hlS debate —or, mdeed ;
marriage — is good for Gay-people is it-

-self a subjecl of discussion among some
. Gays. Opposmon among Gays is based :-
> on two main concerns. First, same-sex -

If the publie'_

becomes exercised -

‘over the issue ...
legisliative action
will threaten any
court decision.

changmg thelr own schema of relauons ’:'

But from a strategic standpomt we

lhls view was reﬂected in the New York--
er’s recent review of Carrington, the
film about the bed- and gender-hopping

_ Bloomsbury artist Dora Carrington. The

movie, wrote reviewer Frances Spald-
ing, “is attracting attention for many

. reasons, not least because the current
. anxiety about the breakdown of tradi- .

tional patterns of cohabitation arouses
fresh interest in her ability to find mean-

! ing in a deeply unconventlonal relanon-

- ship.”

- But as appeahng as the Bloomsbury

" - - attachments were, they hardly provide a
" model for society at large. Carrington

..~ and her Gay. friend/lover Lytton Snachcy

. were childless, allowing them freedom .

10 concentrate on art and romance rather

' than the diapers, homework, etc., that . L
© preoccupy most married couples. (A
. world without marriages brings to mind :

1

"don’t always getto choose the issue. : -
marriage is such an emotionally charged _ And even if we lose the short-term bat-
issue that promoting it will wave ared . tle over same-gender-marriages, the.d
flag atthe homophobes and likely lead . bate goes to the.heart.of our issue with:
to another defeat. Adam Mars-Jones, -  society at large — the right to be seen ~
writing in a recent London Review of - -~ - . as ordinary — and the case is worth . .

... Books, argues that Gay marriage (and ~ . making to further Jongterm gains.. Sub- - here and abroad — will embrace or m- -

. _Gays in the military) “would certainly be  stantively, marriage is not irrelevant to ject marriage for Gay people based on :

- fought every step of the way. Should - many Gay people. Longterm relation-. B :what the straight majority perceives as in -

. they really represent the whole of the “ships are as much the rule as the excep—.- ¢ its interest. The Economist editorial, en-

_agenda for Gay politics?” tion among Lesbians. In particular, legal “titled “Let them wed,” concludes: “Ho-_

Second, some Gay men and Lesbians marriages could provide important pro- -, +- mosexuals need emotional and economic”

believe marriage is inappropriate for Gay tections for Lesbians with children. And ,;;:’fstability no less than heterosexuals — ’
people. Some Gay men aren’t sure mar-  long-lasting relationships are not unusu- ~ and society surely benefits when they

riage is a suitable institution for homo- * = al among Gay men — many of my have it. ... For society, the real choice is.

sexual men, mindful of the less-than- friends have been with théir partners for-  between homosexual marriage and ho-

monogamous habits of many. More fun- 10 or more years. Gay couples could mosexual alienation. No social interest is
damentally, Mars-Jones notes that the - gain from the benefits of legal marriages -served by choosing the latter.”
late influential French philosopher — health insurance, tax breaks, ques- Amen and pass the rice. -

Michel Foucault, a homosexual, rejected  tions of medical decision-making and .,

*the spurious equality of the marriage inheritance, especially important for

bond,” suggesting instead that straights people with AIDS.-

imitate Gays: “By proposing a new rela- = As for the argument that Gay rela-

tional right, we will see that non-homo- tionships should provide a model for
sexual neonle can enrich their livac by strniohts - - pnat the ather e aeosad

* the late Noel Coward’s song, “What's .

X gomg to happen to the children, when . ..;

there aren’t any more: grown-ups?” Inees -

oday s crime-ridden cities, we're begm- g

ning to-find out.) . R
In the final analysns the pubhc — Y

The judges ruled that the First Amend-
ment granted her a “fundamental right of
association.”

. The media reaction to these and simi-
lar cases is hot and getting hotter. In
Honolulu, newspaper commentaries ..
about same-gender marriage, both pro
and con, appear almost daily. In the na-
tion’s capital, a recent Washington Post-
column by liberal but politically incor-
rect Nat Hentoff approvingly quoted an
American Civil Liberties Union lawyer
on the Georgia case: “It’s the first deci-
sion I know of that recognizes homosex-.
ual relations are entitled to constitutional
protection.” On NBC, Candace Gingrich,
half-sister of you-know-who, performed
the wedding of Carol and Susan on
Friends. And it’s not just an Auerican
tssuc — the cover of the first 1996 issue
of Britain’s pro-Tory news and business
magazine, The Economist, feitured a )
photograph of a wedding cake topped by
two grooms holding hands.
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-Hastings Wyman Jr's column on Gay
issues in American politics appears
- monthly in the Blade. He has published

Southem Political Report, a nonpamsan
veveclattor cinge TO7R
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~The Smgapore govem-
ment announced January

24 that it will allow peo-

ple who have undergone

gender. reassignment
surgery to legally marry,

Reuters reported.

- Current Singapore law
“will be amended to permit
a person who has *“under-
gone a sex-reassignment

o PRO GAY HOUSE MEMBER mlttee. wnth the . understandmg that,
WINS SENATE RACE: U.S. Rep. " both. would be workmt on Wyden's /],
“Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), a strong sup- behalf . -l'-‘«l-
Lporter of civil rights for Gays, won'a -“7.'3}:. A '
“narrow victory over conservative Re-: +GAY PARTNER OF HILL N
‘publican challenger _Gordon ’; Smlth . STAFFER IS ‘APPROVED’: Rep. -

* January 30 in a race considered a pos- *Nancy Johnson (R-Conn.), chair of

- gible bellwether on how Republicans. .the House ethics committee, and Rep. -

*and Democrats will do_in November. ! Jlm ‘McDermott (D-Wash.), rankmg

‘Wyden and Smith ran in"a specxal mmonty member of the committee, ', -

election called to replace” Sen. Bob told openly Gay House staffer Jeff e ‘

-Packwood (R), who resigned over al- - Coudnet that his relationship with his ‘ f

legations of sexual harassment. . 1';_' ,_Z.domestlc partner meets the criteria for :]

_~ ‘Wyden_ has been a longtlme £o-_an exemptxon under a newly enacted

procedure™ to be identi-
fied as the “same sex to
which he/she has been re-
assigned,” Reuters quoted
- 'a government document

According to Singapore
television, as reported by
Reuters, Community De-

velopment Minister Ab- |
dullah Tarmugi- said the
- proposed amendment
would note the new gen-
. der on individuals® identi-
‘ ty cards rather than their
+ birth certificates.
2 Within the last 25
.-+ years, more ‘than 500 peo-
ple have undergone sex-
" change operations in Sin-
gapore ‘hospitals, accord-
'.'- ing to Reuters.

' 3LAD€ Z,llq;(g»od‘ 10

*sponsor of the House Gay civil nghts “rulé restricting gifts. The rule, among
-bill and has supported efforts to lift other things, requires House members '
the ban on Gays in the military. .& and House staffers from accepting "7}
i “By electing Wyden, voters chose a: * personal glfts from” friends. without _{ ’
. senator who is committed to bringing *-obtaining ‘permission from* the ‘ethics ".' :
.people together, supporting policies ‘committee each time a gift is recelved

.~ ly, and serving all residents of his _ . However, .the rule allows members
State,” said Daniel Zingale, political di- ‘or staffers to receive an. exemption
rector of the Human Rights Campaign. ' from the requirement when the gifts
*'HRC's political action committee .come from-a spouse or personal friend |
-\ -contributed $10,000 to Wyden’s'cam-  who is declared’ by: the member or
."ff paign, the maximum amount allowed 'staffer as a domestic partner. -
by federal election laws. HRC also *  Coudriet believes he is the first Gay
- gave $5,000 to the Oregon Democrat-  staffer to be grarited an exempuon on
ic Party and anolher $5 000 to the De- the Gay spouse” exemption. S

Calif, — Two Hollywood
studios have joined the Tlist
. -;of those that extend bene-
. fits 10 domestlc _partners of
Gay" employees *Dream-
Works. SKG, with an em-
“ployee base of 500 people,
recently began offering
the benefits and Metro-
4. Goldwyn-Mayer Inc.,
-which employs 800 people
. fulltime, began Feb. 1.
o _ . Hollywood Supports, an
R ~* .l organization of leading
.7 .." movie industry  figures
.. that works to fight dis-
S """ crimination on the basis of
\ - .. - .. HIV status and sexual ori-
T -+ -entation, said the move by \
.. ! both companies leaves %b

2R at y

" "i- only one movie studio in
.| -Hollywood that does not v
¢ -offer domestic’ partner
1 benefits.

s
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that treat Lesbian and Gay people fair- “with a value greater than $250 o
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From: qnews

To: qnews

Subject: IMPORTANT - Newsweek article

Date: Tuesday. Dacember 05. 1995 3:03PM

Send your comments on the issue of gay marriage to NEWSWEEK.

The following 2 1/2 page article appears in the latest iasue of NEWSWEEK
(December 11, 1995 - Cover: Oliver Stone's NIXON film).

Letrters to the Editor should be sant to:
NEWSWEEK
251 W. 57th Street
New York, N. Y. 10019.1894
FAX: 212-445-4120
E-MAIL: letters@newsweek.com
or:  newibDa@pradigy.com

Include your name, address and daytime telephone number.

SOCIETY: FAMILY
Page B2 :
DO YOU, TOM, TAKE HARRY....

-MANY GAY COUPLES WANT TO GET MARRIED. BUT EVERY STATE SAYS NO. IS IT TIME
FOR THE LAW TO CHANGE?

By Anne Underwood and Bruce Shenitz

Nina Baehr has concocted elaborate plans for the wedding of her dreams.
Why not? She's 35 and “"crazy in love.” She will rent a fabulous estate
outside Honolulu and string lights in the trees. The reception will be a
traditional Hawaiian luau. Breaking tradition, Baehr will wear a slinky
black evening gown dotted with sequins.

There is, however, another tradition to be broken in this fantasy wedding.
The person Baehr wants to marry is another woman, Genora Dancel, her lover
since 1990. But instead of just having some sort of ceremony and the grand
party. the couple wants something else: & marriage license from the state.

Baehr and Dancel, along with two other gay couples, first applied five years
ago.. After a fight that has already gone to the Hawait Supreme Court -
which made a finding in Baehr's favor, but sent the issue back to a lower
court - legal experts say she may actually get her wish within the next two
years.

Much more than Baehr's happiness is at stake hera, though. No other state
recognizes homosexual marriages, and opinion polls show that nearly 65
percent of Americans oppose the idea. But states usually recognize legal
marriages performed in another jurisdiction, so if Hawaii legalizes same-sex
weddings, it automatically ralses the issue for the entire country. "We will
be {in Hawaii) five minutes after it's ratifiad." said New Yorker Christine
Edwards, who is engaged to Marjorie Hill. Anticipating such a situation,
Utah's legislature already voted in March not to recognize out-of-state
marriages that would not be legal under its own laws.

In facing the issue, states will have to bear in mind that marriage has
two dimensions: the spiritual one of love and cammitment, and the warldly
one of health plans and inheritance rights. The fight in Hawaii is mostly
about the paperwork. Baehr and Dancel are already free to take their vows
bafora any minister willing to perform the ceremony, and the change in the
law they seek would not compel a priest, say, to officiate. Gay church
weddings, virtually unheard of before 1968, are now officially sanctioned in
a faw danominations, and quietly taking place in others {slthough in
recagnition that only the state can ratify a marriage, they are usually
calied something like “blessings of a holy union”}. A lot depends, though,
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on where one lives. Some Episcopal priestas are hoppy to perform gay
marriages, but a year ago, when Jim Black and Thom Monnahan sought to get
married in Seattle's Episcopal Cathedral of St. Mark's, Bishop Vincent Warner
forbade it, proveoking the couple to stage a 10-day fast in the cathedral.

The sympathetic bishop told them they were "on the side of the angels,” but
they needed to get the Episcopal House of Bishops on their side as well, and
so far that hasn’t happened.

As for the other aspect of marriage, society has already begun maving,
although haltingly, toward a recognition of the jegal and financial rights of
gay couples. Amazingly enough, it is big business that is leading the way,
in the interest of employee morale or, perhaps, elementary fairness. In a
trend pioneered just four years ago by Lotus Development Corp., more than 200
American companiss now extend at least some spousal benefits to their gay
employees' partners. These "domestic partnership” programs provide for such
benefits as health and life insurance, as well as leaves for paternity or
maternity, illness and bereavement. Among the companies are such rock-ribbed
members of the mainstream as Coors Brewing Co. and the law firm of Covington
& Burling. Disney recently joined the list - and is now facing a call for
boycott by the Florida chapter of- the American Family Association.

éay leaders strongly applaud partnership programs. But many also insist
that these programs are weak imitations of the benafits routinely atforded
heterosexual couples. A report commissioned by the Hawaii state legisiature
lists dozens of rights that matrimony confers on heterosexuals but domestic
partnarships don't. Among them: spouses can claim a tax deduction for a
dependent partner and can qualify for payments under their partner’s social
security. Bob Stautfer, a heterosexual member of the Hawallan Commission on
Sexual Orientation and the Law, says: "It's like saying to Rosa Parks, "We're
going to put air conditioning in the back of the bus.’ All the examples of
domestic partnership are separate but unequal.”

Horror stories: Many gay couples try to duplicate marriage benefits by
having lawyers write wills, power of attorney and other legal documents to
protect property, inheritances and the right to make health-care decisions.

But horror stories abound, like that of Karen Thompson and Sharon Kowalski,
two lesbians who lived together for four years in Minnesota. A c¢ar accident
in 1983 left Kowalski with severe brain injuries. Thompaon wanted to care
for Kowalski at home, but Kowalski's family placed their daughter in a
nursing home, Only after a bitter ning-and-a-half year legal fight was
Thompeon ellowad to bring har lovar hama to §t. Cloud, whera thay continue to
live together.

In that light, it's not surprising that the issue should have arisen at a
time when many gay couples face ilinese and the possibility of early death.
Just a few years ago, the situation was different: many gay leaders
considered marrlage an institution somehow alien to gay culture, or a cause
that would distract from impartant issues. Now, though, most gay
organizations endorse legalized marriage. Marriage "is about the legal
equality of our love for each other,” says Andrew Sulllvan, editor of The New
Republic. "1 think it's as important to us as interracial marriage was to
African-American civil rights."

And that's probably for a lot of people on the other side of the issue as
well. To religious conservatives, sanctioning gay relationships is another
attack on American public morality. As Rebert Xnight, director of cultural
studiea at the Family Research Council, put it" "Marriage by definition
joins two opposite salves together. [t is the building block of
civilization. That's why we shouldn't be messing with it." President Bill
Clinton apparently agrees, but also disagrees. In Octobar Whita House aide
George Stephanopoulos told gay and lesbian journalists that Bill Clinton
didn't support legally recognized gay marriage. But last week Clinton's é’__
deputy press secretary, Ginny Terzana, said. "The president doesn't think
that same-sex marriages should be outlawed.” :

The issue wlll be |oined again in Hawall, where the Supreme Court ruled in
Baehr's suit that forbidding same-sex marriages constituted sax
discrimination, violating the state constitution's equal-rights amendment.

Now a trial court must decide if a "compelling state interest” exists to
justify the ban. In making its case, the state will argue that chitdren are
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better off with their bivlogical mother and father. Then what about the case
of Kevin Williams and Timothy Eustance, who were married last April in Christ
Episcopal Church, in Hackensack, N. J., after 17 years together? In 1988 the
couple adopted a 5-week-old HIV positive baby who had been left in a Jersey
City hospital, followed by an 8-year-old with AIDS, and, five years later,

the baby’'s younger brother. The 8-year-old died, but the two younger ones
{who have eonvertad spontaneously to HIV-negative status) wera ring-bearers
at the wedding.
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by Lou Chibbaro Jr. "
-5D.C.’s domesuc partners law will remain
on the books. although unfunded, and joint -
adoptions by Gay couples will be permitted
] but signiﬁcantly restricted under a controver-

- sial D.C. appropriations bill passed Wednes-
¢ day by the House of Representatnves. X

% §The Senate, was expected to pass the bill
latethls week, " S i
] .%"'The $4.9 bllhon D.C. appropnauon mea-
“ {;nsuxe had been stalled in a House-Senate con-
+: ference committee for more than - three
months, largely: because of a dispute between -
House .members and Senators over a contro-
versial plan to. revamp the D C publlc school
system R r.? G5
' Wednesday's action by the House brought
a sigh of relief to Gay activists. The Human
> Rights Campaign, a national Gay political
group, and the Capital Area Log Cabin Club,
a D.C.-based Gay Republican group, had
waged a two-month lobbying campaign to
persuade the conference committee to kill or
weaken language calling for much greater re-
strictions on the city’s domestic partners and
- adoption laws. -
The earlier language, which the House
passed in November, would have completely
repealed the domestic partners law and would
have amended the city’s adoption statute to
prohibit all unmarried couples, including Gay
couples, from adopting children.
The bill passed by the House Wednesday
discards the earlier language, a proposal by
anti-Gay Rep. John Hostettler (R-Ind.), and -
keeps the domestic partners law on the books.
However, similar to the way Congress has
handled the domestic partners law since the
D.C. Council passed it four years ago, the lan-
guage adopted by the House this week pro-
hibits the city from spending any money —
including money collected from D.C. taxpay-
ers — to implement the partners law.
The language also prohibits unmarried cou-
ples, including Gays, from jointly adopting
children, but it allows one partner to adopt as
a single parent while allowing the second
partner to adopt the child later.,
The version approved this week partially
rebukes Rep. Jay Dickey (R-Ark.), the con-
servative, anti-Gay House member who led
efforts to completely ban Gay couples from
adopting. Dickey said allowing such adop-
tions in the nation’s capital undermined the
traditional family.
“In the environment of this Congress, this
was the best we could get,” said Nancy Buer-
meyer, HRC’s senior policy advocate.
- Buermeyer and Carl Schmid, president of

formal coalition of moderate Republicans and
- Democrats played a key role in defeating ef-

anguage cn domestic parmers and adoption.

Schmid credited Sen. James Jeffords (R-
Vi), who chairs the Senate Appropriations
subcommittee on D.C., and Rep. Steve Gun-
derson (R-Wis.), the only openly Gay Repub-
lican in Congress, with persuading enough
. Republicans on the conference committee to
reject the more restrictive language.
-~ Similar to his efforts in past years, pro-
Gay Rep. Julian Dixon (D-Calif.) led efforts
by the Democrats to kill, and later weaken,
the domestic. panner and adoptmn tesmc-
“tions.

Gunderson, while praised by Gay activists,
has been sharply attacked by members of the

-4

the Capital Area Log Cabin Club, said an in-

forts to retain the more restrictive, anti-Gay

————— s

-Hill reaches compromise
1 on partners law, adoption

D.C. school board for leading efforts to in-
clude in the appropriations bill a sweeping
proposal to reform the city's public school
system. Although D.C. school officials sup-
port some parts of Gunderson's proposals,
most are bitterly opposed to a provision that
would provide vouchers, or “grants,” to pay
student tuition for private schools. :

The controversy over the school proposal

- caused the conference committee to deadlock

for three months. The committee first ap-
proved the compromise language on the do-
mestic partners and adoption issues in De-
_cember.” But -the ‘delays over the education
flap enabled anti-Gay House members more

- time to press for more restrictive language on

the domestic partners and adoption issues, a

development that kept Gay lobbyists in a con- -

stant state of alert.”

Aides to Jeffords expected the Senate to
pass the bill late Thursday or Friday.

The White House has yet to say whether

. President Clinton will sign the D.C. appropri-

ations measure. Sources familiar with the
White House said the president is leaning to-
ward signing it.

The adoption controversy began early Iaqt
year when the D.C. Court of Appeals handed
down a controversial decision declaring that
D.C.’s adoption statute permitted unmarried
couples, including Gay couples, to jointly
adopt children. Gays have long been allowed
. to adopt as single parents in D.C., and the flap

" over the appeals court decision did not lead to

efforts to challenge the right of Gays to adept
as single parents.

However, the court ruling prompted Dick-
ey to introduce an amendment to the D.C. ap-
propriations bill seeking to totally ban joint
adoptions by Gay couples and unmarried het-
erosexual couples. '

The adoption language included in the ap-
propriations bill which the House passed this
week prohibits Gay couples and unmarried
heterosexual couples from jointly adopting
children at the same time. Unlike Dickey’s
version, the new version allows one partner to
adopt a child as a single parent while allow-
ing the second partner to adopt the child at a
later date.

“This is an improvement over the earlier
version, but it's still an attack on Cay and
Lesbian fumilies,” said American University
law professor Nancy Polikott, who special-
izes in family law pertaining to Gays.

The domestic partners language included in
this week's House-passed appropriations bill
keeps in place restrictions that Congress has

adopted during the past three years. It bars the -

city from allowing partners of D.C. govern-
ment employees to pay to join the employees’

‘health insurance plans. It also bars the city -

.~from spending its money to carry out another

. provision of the domestic partners law — a

" provision allowing same-sex couples or un-

-married heterosexual couples to pay a fee to
the city to register their relationships as do-
mestic partners. '

Gay civil rights attomeys responded to the
registration restriction in 1993 by devising a
procedure for registration by mail. At the

-time, city officials said the mail registration
would not cost the city any money and thus
" ‘'would not violate the Congressional restric-
tion. Then Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly adopted

the procedure, and activists say there is no -

reason why it should not continue under this
year's appropriations bill.L\y -
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From: Channel Q

To: qnews

Subject: SPECIAL ALERT: Chicago Tribune
Date: Thursday, January 25, 1996 8:29AM

SPECIAL ALERT:

The following excellent commentary appears today in The Chicago Tribdhe, one
of the largest papers in America with over a million readers daily. The
Chicago Tribune welcomes letters to the editor from anyone in the country.

This is an excellent opportunity to write a letter to the editef on the
subject. Some suggestions:  You might...

- Thank the Tribune for running this commentary

- Make additional points of your own on the subject of gay marriage

- Respond to anti-gay comments made by the”American Family Association or
other anti-gay arguments in general

- Relate a moving personal story about ydour commitment with someone you
would like to marry that will connect with readers hearts

- Send in a letter you have previously written on the subject of gay
marriage if you are short on time

e already sending their letters to the Chicago
Tribune. While editors do pdt print every letter they receive, they do base
the final pro and con ratig”on the ratio that they receive, so even a short
note of support would e helpful to the overall total of pro-gay letters.

No doubt the anti-gay forces

daytime telepfone number, although in my experience they do not actually call
before pringng):

E-Majly Tribletter@AOL.COM
ax it to: 312-222-2598

THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Thursday, January 25, 1996
Source: Stephen Chapman.
Section: COMMENTARY
UNSPEAKABLE UNIONS? - THE FLIMSY CASE AGAINST GAY MARRIAGE

A specter is haunting conservatives: gay marriage. The state of Hawaii is
moving toward sanctioning homosexual unions, and that prospect has induced
something approaching apoplexy on the right. Some opponents regard this as
one of the defining political issues of the day. They want other states to
refuse to recognize such marriages--a departure from the custom that a
marriage transacted in one state is accepted by all.

But why is there such resistance? This is not a zero-sum game. If
homosexuals win the right to wed, the victory doesn't come at the expense of
heterosexuals, who will retain all the pleasures, prerogatives and duties
that come with matrimony.

Much of the opposition stems from religious objections. "We just believe
it's plain immoral," said Tim Wildmon, vice president of the American Family
Association. "It goes against the Holy Scriptures.”

It may come as a revelation to Wildmon that American law and the 10
Commandments are two different things. We call ourselves a free society
partly because we permit all sorts of things that "go against the Holy
Scriptures"--blasphemy, fornication, making graven images, Sabbath-breaking,
coveting your neighbor's maidservant and more.

The supposed moral offense that upsets conservatives is sexual relations
between gays--which is already permitted nearly everywhere. If Americans can
tolerate gay sex, why not gay marriage?
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Conservatives, of course, do not willingly tolerate gay sex. But some of
their thinkers have tried to come up with reasons to oppose gay marriage that
are somewhat more persuasive than invoking Leviticus. The effort only
demonstrates the emptiness of their cause. What they are engaged in is not
reasoning but rationalization.

The primary objection from Christian Action Network president Martin
Mawyer is that if gays gain the right to wed, "marriage as an institution
will be rendered meaningless.” Society encourages marriage, he says, solely
because "it is likely to produce a greater good, namely children, who are
necessary for any society's existence."”

But not everyone who gets married has children, and not everyone who has
children gets married. We allow unions between people who don't want children
and people who can't have children.

Marriage, conservatives argue, provides a vital framework for raising
children. But gay couples also raise children--either children one of them
has produced or children they have adopted. There is no law to stop a lesbian
mother from bringing up her own son in a household that includes her female
partner.

Robert Knight of the Family Research Council says homosexual conduct has
to be discouraged to preserve traditional marriages, which are precious
because "the stability they bring to a community benefits all.” But allowing
gay marriage would advance the same interest by discouraging promiscuity and
encouraging commitment--the opposite of what current policy does. If it's
good for society when straight couples settle down in permanent, legally
sanctioned relationships, why is it bad when gay couples do likewise?

Because it would set a terrible precedent, according to Amherst College
professor Hadley Arkes. Next thing you know, he warns, we'll have to allow
marriage between men and boys, between fathers and daughters, even between
multiple partners. Knight goes further, fearing that some men will want to
marry dogs.

Here we have passed into outright hallucination. Why does legalizing gay
marriage lead to man-boy unions, any more than allowing heterosexual marriage
leads to man-girl unions? Children may not marry for a simple reason that is
irrelevant to gay marriage: They can't give true consent.

As for incestuous pairings, they would doubtless remain illegal because
they undermine a taboo that is crucial to the protection of children and
because they carry health risks for potential offspring.

Polygamy? If two women are happy to marry the same man and live together
in a family, subject to the same strictures as two-partner marriages, there
is no obvious reason to stop them. But such arrangements would be rare. There
are lots of unmarried gay couples in America but very few unmarried men
cohabiting with several women.

These arguments serve mainly to obscure the issue, not illuminate it.
Conservatives say they abhor gay marriage because they value marriage. The
truth is they abhor gay marriage because they abhor gays.

PHOTO: Nlustration by David Csicsko.
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M For the second ume in two
~i| ~years, the U.S. Internal Revenue *

':_ter'mling” to an employer de-
Claring that its’ employees must -
' pay taxes on company .health-

S .;benefits for domestic: partners, .

1, just as.if the beneﬁts were tax- .
" .- ableincome.; .

-} .. The IRS}H whlch lssued the
| . ruling Oct. 18'to an unidentified -
“'law firm, released a copy of the:
ruling to- the; press last week,
“with the name of the firm erased

from the top of the document.
* In November 1994, the RS
_issued a similar ruling to the
- 3| - Writers’ Guild Industry.-Health’"
“;|r:Fund, a multi-employer- fund :
" that offers’ health benefits, in-

" Service has issued a “private let--

+--cluding domestic -partners bene-

. fits, to televnsnon and mouon
- picture writers. However, in the -

case .of the. Wnters Guild_ In-%"

dustry Health Fund, the IRS said &

“the fund .itself could retain its.’

stax-exempt status as long as it
" limits its domestic. partners ben-::
-efits to 3.4 percent of the value :
of the.; total -amount of health

X

. vision does not apply ‘to the law
“firm because, -unlike" thé guild-*
. fund, it is a proﬁt-makmg cor--/
poration. . :

The IRS sald it based its decl

- benefits for the law firm and the
_writers_fund on- the: US tax’'.
“code and- various court rulings
upholding the code. The code

“‘decide how .to define a legal
sion to tax :domestic partners : ,fspouse -Thus, if a state recog- : believed to ~apply to .other com

states that employer health ben- and grant a tax exemptlon fory
" efits are tax-exempt for. spouses employer benefits for domeetx
of married employees. and the::; pannersl PR

" must .be treated as taxable in--
“come for anyone else..In its lat- .i
: est ruling, the IRS noted that an - optton to. marry Gay couples d

employee would be exempt Y Hor

‘the'. domesuc . partner. could
qualify as a légal dependent.
The IRS also noted that the...

. .rulings provide-insight- into.the
féderal tax code allows states to

“IRS’s position -on various tax?
matters and that such rulings are?

‘nizes same-sex marriage:or in ~ panies .or . orgamzauons unde

“some- other way redefines the ; similar circumstances. - .
legal definition of a spouse, the = -
IRS would accept that policy -

&
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San Franclsco Board Backs Gay Weddlngs'

» SAN FRANCISCO—The city’s Board of Supem
sors unanimously approved a measure that gives- gay
couples the right to a symbohc wedding ceremony
beginning in April.

The measure must have anot.her readmg Monday,
then becomes law March 21.

The civil ceremonies would reoogmze domestxc
partnershxps. but would not be legal marriages. They

! would only solemnize the rights'the city has granted
gay couples since its 1991 domestic partnership law.
That ordinance gives domestic partners’ visitation
rights in hospitals and, ‘for city employees shared

- health plans and bereavement leave when a _partner

- dies. Private employers are ‘not requ:red to grant the
‘ same benefits. : L,

*+~ Only couples regxstered as domestxc partn TS in.
San Francisco would be ehglble for the ceremony. At
least 3,000 unmarried couples, most of.them gay, al-.
ready have filed for that (designation, -

~x;9an-Francisco’s effort ta recognize-long-term ho-
mosexual part.nershxps is-4t odds with a state effort.
.The state Assembly is scheduled to study a bill today .
- that would prohibit Califorhia fram recognizing saime-
.-sex marriages, whether performed inside the state or
outside—for examplé in- Hawaii, where gay mar-
nages could be legalized next year. - -

- San Francisco has a large gay popu!at:on. some-
times estimated at-10 percent or more of the .
730,000 residents, attracted by the city and itsliber-

alpolmcalbent. Fr;nmm wP "30‘{“’




by Wendy Johnson

The topic' of homosexuality
dominated the 101st annual con-
vention of the Washington Dio- . §
cese of the Episcopal Church re-™ °
cently when conservative dele-
gates tried unsuccessfully to__
Water-down 2 pro-Ga&?Etément,.,};
the diocese approved at its con-
. vention last year. o

Delegates debated whether-to
discount “A Statement in Koinon-
ia,” a pro-Gay declaration written
in 1994 by Bishop John Spong of
Newark, N.J., that was approved
by a strong majority of delegates
during last year’s convention.

Koinonia comes from . the
Greek word for “fellowship and
participation.” The Koinonia
statement has been criticized by
conservatives for its stance on ho-
mosexuality. The document states
that homosexuality and heterosexuahty are morally neu

tral; that same-sex unions should be recognized and sup- -

ported by the church; and, that Gays who set a “whole-
some example” should be ordained in the church.

Delegates at the 101st convention ultimately adopted
three resolutions pertaining to Koinonia, although two
were slightly contradictory.

By a wide margin, delegates resolved to affirm
Koinonia and to “[live] out what it means.” Approved by
a slim margin, however, was a resolution to recognize
Koinonia as a “document ta.study”._only,-and. not.as .
church doctrine, though the resolution also reaffirms the
church's acceptance of all people, regardless of sexual
orientation.

“They're slightly contradictory, but we’'re splitting
hairs here,” said Carolyn Feinglass, co-chair of Integri-
ty/Washington, a national Gay Episcopalian organiza-
tion. “The conservative position is a relatively small but
very vocal minority.”

Also adopted was a resolution to continue to a dia-
logue about human sexuality “prayerfully, [and] with an
attitude of love and respect.”

A resolution to endorse “An Affirmation,” a conserva-

|

1] ;..;ay

érqix-iu

,. Conservatlve delegates "unable to --d||_ute pro-Gay statement

that heterosexual mamage ‘is the
~only appropriate place for, the ex-
‘pression of sex, was ‘soundly de--
feated, Also defeated was a reso-

ops’ “Contmumg y the D Dlalogu

mous mamage is the “normative
eontext of sexual mtlmacy
Other pro and anti-Koinonia
measures were introduced, but
they were either dismissed due to
I3 their sxmllanty to resolutions al-
6 ready voted on or because the
2 convention ran out of time,
pmmptmg one longtime attendee
to comment the Washington Post

Bishop John' Spong wrote the pro- th P
(;.y dedmﬁ n called “Koinonia.” . that the church seems to have “be-

‘come more occupied with sexuali-
- ty” than evangelism. -

open-mmded congregatxons ‘and last year became the
 first Episcopal diocese in the country to affirm Koinonia.
* New York, California, and Newark have since followed.

“Qur diocese took the lead on ordaining black bishops,
[penmttmg] divorce, and ordaining women,” said John
Clinton Bradley, co-chair of Integrity, a Gay Episcopal
group. “These votes mean that our diocese is on record
as saying that being homosexual is just as good as being
heterosexual.”

.- Although it has a tradition’of ‘welcoming Gays inio iis

fold, the church has never definitively decided whether
Gay people, who cannot legally marry, should be or-
dained if they are not celibate. Washington Bishop
Ronald Haines has come under fire for his ordination in
1991 of Elizabeth Carl, the diocese’s first openly Les-
bian priest. -

“The question is, ‘How can you be a wholesome ex-

"ample for people when the church says that wholesome 4

Jution to affirm the House of Blsh- .

which affirms that the  chuich”
teach that heterosexual monoga-" X

- The Washmgton dlocese has long been known for its

relationships can only take place in a monogamous, mar- §
ried relationship?’” said the Rev. Patricia Thomas, assis- § .

- tant to Bishop Haines. “The challenge before the church
is ‘What is a wholesome lifestyle for the homosexual'?” ;

L e

—

¥

The Episcopal Church i
policy on the
up to each indivi
that the church is determinin

mits such-a practice. Currently,

facing heresy charges from
nation of an cpenly Gay m

poned while the Episcopal Church debates

n the past “has had no formal .
ordination of Gays and has left the choice _.
dual diocese. But that may change now
g whether its doctrine per- - :
Bishop Walter Righter is- . k

his church .
an. His trial has been post-

for his 1990 ordi--

the issue. W

I



~ USA TODAY - THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 1996

doe Ew: sy
ot votOmE SeM

) .m:oﬂx:
-10) Jo -juaunedod euENA
‘a3 Jo sseq plaB( pres ‘3[padu
Al 24} Uasul 0) YoJym uj udA
y3dnous adie| ® pug Jou pIneo
[ouuo0s1ad .[8d1paly asnelaq
-SANUIUE AT ISEI] 18 J0] pake]

' -9p SBM UORINO3X3 SOUMOL

_ '9L61
ul A1aqqos’'e ws._:v I3[ a10)S
B JO JapJnwi ay} Joj. Avpsan]
uonoalul reyya] Aq "I SOUMOL
PJBUORY PoINDOXd BIUBNIA

‘Kes spe1oo uosud “reay
ay ysnoiyy .10ys 2q [ IH
"uaA[3 s1 1004s 0) JAPIO A pue

peay S|y JaAao padeld s| uly)

POOY V JUSWNES IS8] 8 Ixewt

' 0] S3INUIW OM) UIAS pUB JTBYd*

‘e oyt paddens 7195 Suipioy

_a Jo 1o p3| 3q M JOJARL
-Jodunddry

_mvcam uewsayods suonodad

| 2 gpil
2y ks

| =. mwmm
B\ — - I umem
AN ] mm ummm
NG

_ &0 &5 888

e

Pub Pdd ESLES4S4 S48884gE

5§ §oAc BEEE.CES Siaffils
Sgx BRES2a.2ERISF Fuenz8EEZ
@ 2858255 wuo 5.2 B53 ]

®3Y Ass5isizaglas O®Ex_3§cs

mMm dtmamm S8°,¥B 82 ,2EExu
MAV. .wmf..m...s mtm.wnm.mm, MdMeb.emw.m
=39 eziEpogdga: 84285 255
38, SlSagudagap=iipe-ads 008
SR R g R
°8w 8 @ | &3 3w o8
e R L TR
e e PR R P T
(= MMRM. emv_mﬂlm.mmm..u.m i .m.wﬁmTe
i E28 ETE£28372 eHERRS 3
-100 PIES ,/PUNCI QAT 33 PAUG < °9L61 U] PIIBISUIAS 58M K
 -1ouad 19p a1 20u1s V() o

OEB D.—:m 10} Eoﬁ 0—5 On

) ._.8 oﬁ 8? 8} x._d_a oﬁ. ‘
juelq -~ 300y © UaAL3 sem 3y ‘aduvyo
"B [j|M 9UO puUB S131Inq P4 SIP | 3Y) papadaid awyd 5,43]
“H Jaqed-0g’ Inoj | -fed 3d2ujs Inq ‘uop
peo| [[Ia s[epRYjo - IBPINW 6261 U} - -d9fu] [BYIA] YA
" ‘uonnadxs gy aloj
5q soInuUjW AL -
USWISHIBW AP
a3y} Jo sonpuap] oy
PI3IYS (M lem Vv
‘spunoid uosHd uo
,snoyarea B U 13q

s 9861 Ul 91838 Y

- -9p sreaddy ‘9861 uj
8uduuy sAa|req Joj
Ning sem ‘punoJ3d
9A0QB 139) G Joop

-ureqd 8ap e Jinq . den ® sey YoM
S|8JOUJO uosS{id .- ‘smofied- a3yl
_ “LLET U ‘6L61 U uLre} “R_a

UoOpNIAXd Yons isuy - - ‘PIOMSaY) JIdY} uo
$,97€1S 3Y) aq pInoMm. ‘ere]) ‘9J1M plo-18a4
I A3 ayeT es uj <L SIy pue ‘08 ‘uos
Aepug Area penbs uupg e Jo  -uaquie WAqIEDO Supooys ATl
jucJj uj AP 0} PANPAYDS ST ‘9¢ . -8} JO PAJAUCD sem Aafreq
“101ABL, UIqQIY uyof Jasapinut . JJeswpy pasod
-pue sides pYd ‘yei ul -Wwod [jam .an 58y 3Y U

In California, an Assembly commit- .
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WORLD

Chechens free captlves,
conflict not over yet

Dozens of hostages seized by Chechen rebels in a .

raid outside their separatist republic this month were
released Wednesday in an exchange clouded by new
: clashes between rebels and
_Russian -troops. The Chechens
continued to hold 14 Russian
police officers taken after the
. Jan. 9 raid in neighboring Dage-
. stan that touched off a bloody
siege and escalated the 13-
month-old war. The hostages

42 Chechen fighters killed in
last week’s fighting, the Inter-
fax news agency.said. President

. Yeltsin: Wants to
rebuiid Chedmya
dered the release of $3.4 billion

to rebuild Chechnya and pay benefits to refugees and -
other victims of the war. About 30,000 people have
" beenkilledand300000madehomelesssinoeRussian_~"
troopswentmm@echnyalnnecemberlmmp\n';

down a three-year lndependence drlve.

FRENCH BOOK BAN: The French aré finding

_ ways to sneak around a ban on a new book that re-
veals that the late president Francois Mitterrand lled
about his health during his entire presidency. Pascal
Barbraud, manager of Le Web, a cybercafe for com-
puter enthusiasts in the town of Besancon, transcribed
all 190 pages of The Big Secret-into his Internet site

. late Tuesday. By Wednesday, Le Web said at least

1,000 people an hour were swamping its site on the

World Wide Web, Most were from France, Belgium,
Switzerland and Canada. The Internet apparently isn't

the only access to the book written by Claude Gubler, .

Mitterrand’s physician during most of his 14 years as
president. A classified ad of the L'Est

newspaper contained this offer: “For Isale: Dr.
‘Gubler’s Le Grand Secret.” It didn't list a price.

DEATH SQUAD INDICTMENT: Spain's ex-inte-

rior minister Jose Barrionuevo was indicted by the Su-

_preme Court on charges he directed death squads
against Basque separatists. He is the most senior offi-
cial to be formally accused. Barrionuevo and ex-state

- were released after Russian of--
ficials turned over the bodies of -

" Boris Yeltsin, meanwhile, or- -

. UN. insignia. ...
- referendum to decide the fate of President Ernesto
Samper. Sam

- e e e =

security chief Rafael Vera are accused of setung up

GAL, or Anti-Terrorist Liberation Groups, in 1983 to
combat the armed Basque separatist group, ETA. The
ETA has waged a 28-year campaign for independence
for Spain’s three northern Basque provinces.

GHINA POLITICS: Chinese President and Com-
munist Party Chief Jiang Zemin issued an impas-
sioned plea to the nation Wednesday for a return to

. socialist orthodoxy and warned against the charms of
-shortterm economic gain. Jiang's toughly worded ad-

dress attacked deviants from socialist ideology and
urged a renewed commitment to “spiritual civiliza-

tion,” a Chinese watchword for more left-wing ortho- .

doxy. “We must strictly ban the cultural trash poison-
ing the people and social atmosphere,” Jiang said. His
speech appeared to herald a new propaganda barrage

in" support of ideology after several years under the

banner of socialist economic reform, analysts said.

TERRORISM LAW: An isreeli human-rights -

group says a proposed law essentially would legalize

-torture by allowing Shin Bet agents to use physical
_force when interrogating terrorism suspects. The pro-

posed law, approved Tuesday by Prime Minister Shi-
mon Peres, would permit agents of the security ser-
vice to use force without prior permission from a min-
isterial committee, as is required now. “It is totally
unacceptable at the end of the 20th century to have a
law that basically legalizes torture,” said Eitan Felner,
deputy director of the Israell rights group B'Tselem. -

_Also...Us.ARMYSpec.MichaelNewwas

tossed out of the military by a military court in Ger-.

:many for refusing to wear a United Nations patch and
-cap with his US. Army uniform. New, 22, of Conroe,

Texas, said he swore to defend the US Comtitutmn
and not the UN. charter. He would not take orders
that originated with a non-US. general. New is the
first US. soldier court-martialed for refusing to wear
COLOMBIA MAY hold a national

per's ex-campaign manager and defense -.

- minister Fernando Botero accused the president of -

knowingly accepting money from the Cali drug cartel -
to finance his 1994 election campaign. ... THE
COUNCIL OF EUROPE, meeting in I-Tanee, m likely
to approve Russian ‘membership in the 38-nation
group on Thursday. The parliamentary assembly of
the Council, which seeks to promote democracy and
human rights, held up Russia’s 1992 membership ap-
plication for seven months last year. ... TANZANIA

HAS agreed to provide temporary refuge for up to

12,000 Rwandans fleeing the same ethnic violence in
Burundi that drove them from their homeland, the
U.N. refugee agency said Wednesday.
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» A Dec. 12 episode of TV's Rose-
anne featured a marriage between
two men. ABC ﬁelgyed airing the

» An lncreaslng number of
jurches

gay
emonies. Toshav and Phillip Storrs’
were married in a Jewish “commit-
ment ceremony” in June. The Epis-

ynex, Disney, . Strauss,
- Apple Computer, Lotus Develop-'
. ment and Microsoft. - .

- But domestic

ot P g

legal marriages, gay activists insist.
That's what

what ‘gays want “Not gay
marriage. Marriage,” says Wolfson. )
. In Bawnall, legnl gay marriages are
moving forward on two fronts:
b A gubernatorial commission has -

censes to gay couples Is unconstitu-

" tional unless the state can prove a

y ' problem for the other 49 states.”

His suggestions: States should pass
laws now to make it clear that mar-

. riage Is strictly between a manand a

Marriages mren't just declara-
tions of love. They also bring legal

heaith, home and automobile.
bened

The benefits that partnels could share

‘and financial benefits that part-

& tons.

lmm!gmion lor a partoer
from another country. .
- » Domestic violence protection

b Hospital vlsl(aﬂon rights.
b(hnndenuallty ot conversa- .

» Right to decide what to do |
with a partner's corpse.

_love each other.”

- "mate border?"

Wolhonsaysthelsuelsslmply
faimess. “In all 50 states, lesbians

- and gay men ar> today denled the
_ bagic freedoin to marry,” he says.
““We want the same rights and re-

— and | emphasize re-

. sponsibilities
ho--  sponsibilities — that non-gay people

take for granted.”

There 13 debate within the
community ebout pursuing
tion of gay marriages. As with the is-
sueotglyslnthemllltary many gay

. mmandlesblamthlnkthemnuy

is not ready — and expect a backlash
80 ferocious that gay rights will end

up curtailed, not enlarged. |
*  With Hawall In mind, Utah passed

a law this year outlawing samesex
Similar bills were intro-.

duced in South Dakota and Alaska
*“The signs, let met tell you, are
ouﬂnous,"wmenm‘l‘honms.aeol-
umnist for the News-Telegraph, a

.gay interest tabloid that circulates in
Ilinols, Missouri,

and Tennessee. “Some of.our activ-
ists have taken on one of the most

‘important institutions in our culture,

particulariy for conservatives.

“You heard it bere first” he

wrote, “We're going to get creamed.”
Wolfson agrees that the fights in

- each legisiature or state court will be

difficult. But the best thing, he says,
Is to trigger- a national debate, to
make Americans start thinking
about 80!
sidered plausible. -

“What I hope will happen 18 Amer-
fcans will not close their minds be-
fore they’ve begun to hear the facts,

. the real stories of reallife people.”

Those reallife people are like To-
shav Storrs, who offers this short ex-

planation for why he and Phillip -

should -be allowed to marry: “We

mething they've never con-
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Could rent
the space to
other states

By Gary Fields
USA TODAY

At a time when crowding in

state prisons is so high that
most states also use local lock-
ups or alternatives like tent cit-
jies, Florida has a welcome
problem: nearly 4,400 empty
- prison beds.

Eight years of early releases

and unprecedented prison con- " 3%

struction have given Florida's
56 prisons nearly 73,000 beds,
about 4,300 more than the
number of state inmates,
“This is the first time I can

remember not worrying about™

a popudation crisis,” said Doyle
Kemp, who manages the in-
mate population for the correc-
tions departinent. .

State officials are trying to

decide what to do with the -
space. National prison experts -

say Florida has few, if any,
states it can look to for advice.

'In'1894, state prisons nation-

wide operated at between

117% and 129% of capacity. As

- of June 30, 1995, state prisons

had 1,004,608 inmates, up

83,646 from a year - earlier.’

While prison populations
shrank in Alaska, Arkansas,

Maine, Soqth Carolina and

By Mick Galfianakis, USA TODAY

: Washington, D.C,, they grew in
- every other state.

Crowding was so severe in
1995 that 22 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia sent nearly

. 49,000 inmates to county and

local jails. “From the stand-
point of states having extra
beds, 1 don’t think there are

‘many states that_ have extra

beds right now,” says Bob Han-
nigan, president of the North
American Association of War-

dens and Superintendents and -

a Kansas Department of Cor-
rections warden.

In Florida, options for uslng _

the spare space include renting

- the cells out to other states or
- renovating several of the older

prisons, inciuding at least one

built in 1932,

Florida's secretary of the

- Department of Corrections,

Harry Singletary Jr., supports

: t7] . the renovation plan, saying the -

surplus of space»ls "a tempo-

_ rary situation.”

. He says projections show
that even with the construction
program, Florida will be 4,000
beds short by 1999 and 35,000
beds short by 2005, when the
state prison population is ex-
pected to hit 120,000.
“You never know- when you

.- start leasing out space what

you're going to get or when

you're going to need your

beds,” Singletary says. ..

. The decision to renovate or

rent will be left up to Gov. Law-

ton Chiles and the Legislature.
But the idea isn't new. Coun-

’

ty and local jails have been

- renting cell space to other ju- -

risdictions for years. -
In Texas last year, state in-
mates accounted for nearly

one-third of ‘the 63,000 men

and women held in 254 county
jails. The cost was as high as
$40 a day for each state inmate
kept in a local lockup, com-

' paredwitha_boutmlnasme

prison. .

When state inmates are
transferred out, many local
jails feel the economic drain.

““Some county jails are ad-
vertising for inmates” says

- Larry Todd, spokesman for the .
- Texas Department of Criminal

Justice.

Nine states, including Masa- '

chusetts, have sent 2,553 .in-
mates to Texas county jails. Ar-
kansas and Hawall are also in
the process of sendlng prlson-
ers. -

our building program will slow
and we'll have need of those
county beds, but until that time,
this is a- very good "stopgap
mesasure for states who have

not yet expanded their prison .

system.

“It works well for the coun- .
ties,” Todd says. “Eventually
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AIDS cases now
number 500,000

by Lisa Keen
Half a million pcople: Enough to populate Denver.

More than twice the number killed by the hydrogen
hnmhe Arannard Aan Naoacalli and Hirachirma AMaAara than

Activists: reopen investigation

GLOV calls on
fire department
to reopen probe

of Hunter case

by Lou Chibbaro Jr.

Gay activists said they will
call on D.C. Fire Chief Otis
Latin today to reopen a Fire
Department investigation
into an incident in which a
firefighter taunted the victim
of an August 7 car crash
when he discovered the vic-
tim was a man dressed as a
woman.

The activists, who were
scheduled to meet with Latin
this afternoon, Dec. 1, said
the identification two weeks
ago by The Washington
Blade of the firefighter who
called accident victim Ty-

by Clint Steib

rone “Tyra” Hunter a *bitch” Memos to D.C. Fire Chief Otis  of
Latin cite few inconsistencies.

meels the criteria set by Latin
for reopening a Fire Depart-

Department’s cl
supported by its

not
memeos

Few irjconsistencies
In witrjess testimony

by Lisa Keen

Two mefnos from a D.C. Fire De-
partment {nvestigation reveal that
there were} many consistencies and
only two yery minor differences in
the descriptions witnesses gave to
identify th¢ fire department employ-
ee who jedred Tyrone Hunter as he
lay dying 4t the scene of an automo-
bile accideft in August.

The DIC. Fire Department
claimed at %n Aug. 18 press confer-
ence that itfcould not identify which
16 fir¢ department personnel
Continued on page 10

ment probe into the incident.

But a fire official under Latin said this week that
Latin does not consider the Bladeé report to constitute
“substantive evidence” in identifying the firefighter and

that he is not likely to reopen the investigation.

Trarev (Conatu  cn.rhair Af Mave and T achiane M

Hunter, 24, a life-long I}.C. resident, died from in-
juries suffered in the two-can crash at 50th and C streets,
SE. The incident attracted cywide attention when wit-
nesses from the neighborhoodl reported that an unidenti-

fiod racriin vrarican Fana tloa e TN matann mm e P T R
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by Lisa Keen

ion people: Enough to populate Denver.
7ice the number killed by the hydrogen
d on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. More than
e number of people who are members of
neral Conference. More than ten times the
nerican soldiers killed in combat in Viet-

many pcople have been diagnosed with
the United States. In fact, that’s just the
:al milestone. underscored by the U.S.
iscase Control and Prevention (CDC) in
uc of Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Re-

Continued on page 27

vvv,v'v

MCne prooe 1nto e mcident.

But a fire official under Latin said this week that
Latin does not consider the Bladé report to constitute

Hunter incident.
Johnny Allem,

five-year AIDS plan:
re do things stand?

'y Sue Fox

months pouring over
+ project how the AIDS
Id grow in the District
I'hey brought in experts
nal Cancer Institute, the
‘or Disease Control and
e National Institute of
nfectious Diseases, and
1 centers. Hundreds of
committees to identify
elated needs and come
strategies. They held a
to insure collaboration
wnity.,
n the summer of 1992,

the D.C. Agency for HIV/AIDS re-

leased its long-awaited plan: a hefty
document more than 250 pages long,
containing recommendations for cop-
ing with the city’s escalating AIDS
crisis over the next five years.

The D.C. Comprehensnve
HIV/AIDS Plan included hundreds of
recommendations for improving med-
ical care, case management, and a host
of other matters. Much of the publici-
ty surrounding the plan — and the at-
tention of many Gay and AIDS ac-
tivists in the years since — focused on
recommendations for AIDS education

Continued on page 6

, Barry’'s press spokesperson,
Barry will wait for Latin to decide whether or not to re-
open the investigation into the Hunter incident before
Barry decides whether to take further action. Allem said
Barry is aware of the controversy over the incident and
is monitoring the situation.

“substantive evidence” in identifying the firefighter and
that he is not likely to reopen the investigation.

Tracey Conaty, co-chair of Gays and Lesbians Op-
posing Violence- (GLOV), said her organization faxed a
letier Nov. 29 to D.C. Mayor Marion Barry asking
Barry to direct Latin to reopen the investigation into the

said

Hunter, 24, a life-long I}.C. resident, died from in-
Juries suffered in the two-caffcrash at 50th and C streets.
SE. The incident attracted cifywide attention when wit-
nesses from the neighborhoodl reported that an unidenti-
fied rescue worker ‘rom the Hire Department shouted in-
sults at Hunter, who was dregsed to appear as a woman,
after discovering that Hunter pwas a man. Some witness-
es said the rescue worker al atment on
Hunter for several minutes.

Hunter’s mother joined Gay hctivists angadvocates for
transgendered peope in callinglon the Fig¢ Department to
take dxccnplmary ac 'on against the resflic worker.
lagle reported that Fire
the incident identified
Continued on page 10

Hank Carde was one of the main

authors of the five- )ear plan

Hawaii panel
recommends
Gay marriage

by Lisa Keen
For the first time ever, a statewide govern-
mental body has recommended legalizing
same-sex marriage. The recommendation came
in Hawaii from a commission appointed by the
governor and leaders of the state legislature.
In a 108-page “draft report” issued Nov. 22,
the Commission on Sexual-Orientation and the
Law states that there are a “substantial num-
ber” of “major benefits” to extending marriage
rights to same-sex couples.
The commission was created in September
Conmme(l on page 27

by Clint Steib
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Hawaii commission O

matriage without being married.”

Dan Foley, an attorney representing,
the couples filing the lawsuit, said this,
wecek that the lawsuit wvould continue un-|

Continued from page |

of this year in response to growing con-
cern by some state legisiators about a
state supreme court ruling that the state
cannot deny same-sex marriage licenses
1o couples unless it can demonstrate a
“compelling” governmental nced to deny
licenses to same-sex couples. In issuing
its ruling in May 1993, the Hawaii
Supreme Court sent the casc, Bachr v.
Lewin, back to the trial court level to
give the state a chance to demonstrate its
reasons for denying licenses to same-sex
couples. The trial court was scheduled to
hear the state’s case carlier this year, but
agreed to postpone it until July 1996.

In making its rccommendation, the
seven-member commission said 1t be-
licves the Baehr v. Lewin casc brought
by threc same-sex couples, is “a close
parallel” to a landmark ruling in Loving
v. Virginia. In that casc, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruied in 1967 that “There
is patently no legitimate overriding pur-
pose” for the state of Virginia to prohib-
it marriage between a white person and a
person of another race.

The commission also said it believes
denying samc-sex couples marriage li-
censes constitutes a violation of their
rights, under the U.S. and state constitu-,
tions, to cqual protection of the law.,

The commission specifically threw out
an argument made by some: that same-
sex marriage should be barred becausc
“it would not lcad to procreation.”™ The
commission said that argument was “in-
valid, inconsistent and discriminatory

It also dismissed religiously-based ar-
guments, saying that pcople who have
religious objections (o homosexuality
can adhere to those beliefs but that those
beliefs “cannot be imposed by state law
on others who do not subscribe to such
beliefs.”

The commission’s report will be sub-
mitted formally on Dec. 6 to the state
legislature, along with its draft bill to
amend the state marriage taw to allow
sume-sex marriages. But the commission
noted that it will also provide an alterna-
tive “but morc limited solution™ — a
comprehensive domestic partnership law
which would give same-sex couples
“most of the rights and obligations of

less the legislature votes to approve,

same-sex marriage. }

“We'll support domestic partnership,”;
said Foley, “but not as a substitute for
marriage.”

Major benefits

Onc of the commission’s tasks was to,
identify legal and economic benefits for
cxtending marriage rights to sumc—scxi
couples. In doing so, the commission rc-
ported finding morc than a dozen “sub-
stantial-quantifiable™ benefits  which
“have ecconomic values attached to themy
that can be quantified,” including: |

» health insurance benefits ‘
» retirement benefits

* income tax rate benefits ;
» cstatc and transfer tax benefits |

The commission noted that while
Same-sex partners can sometimes “rcpli-i'
cate” these benefits through other means,
the procedures to do so often carry sig-
nificant costs. For instance, same-sex,
partners can change their names to;
match, as many heterosexual marricd]
couples do; but the normal cost of name-,
change proceedings are  about $300]
Where a ‘heterosexual married spouse
can automatically inherit an estiate and’
have custody of dependent children, a
same-scx couple has to spend as much as;
$3,300 to secure fegal documents to ¢s-
tablish these same benefits. In sum, the!
commission cstimated that the “basic
valuc of a government marriage certifi-,
cate™ is about $6,800. i

The report also noted that the state’s|
recognition of a couple’s marriage also
qualifics them for numerous federal ben-
cfits, “as many of the Federal benefits:
arc driven by the State defined definition!
of marriage....” These benefits include
such things as Social Sccurity (“Cerliﬁcd‘
marricd couples receive significant ad?
vantages in the nation’s Social Sccurity,
programs,” noled the report.), the Retire-
ment Equity Act, and the Disability ln-'
surance syslem.

A Key task of the commission was (0,
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Ks same-sex marriage

Evan Wolfson, an attorney heading
up a Marriage Project for Lambda
Legal Defense and Education Fund,
said he’s “delighted” with the com-
mission’s report.

rccommend specific action which the
- state legislature should take on this issue.
In discussing this responsibility, the
commission report said the commission
members considered the possibility of
reccommending a law to recognize do-
mestic partnerships. While it recom-
mended such legislation as ““at lcast rep-
resent[ing] an incremental step towards
eventual equal rights,” it said domestic
partnership laws “arc designed for cou-
ples ... who do not want to get married”
and that such legislation “falls short of
the protection and commitments inherent
in marriage and governmental certifica-
tion of marriage.”

Thus far, only two other governmental
bodies have expressed support for recog-
nition of same-scx marriages, both of
them this year: the West Hollywood City
Council and the Ithaca, N.Y., Common
Council. But neither council’s action has
led to approval for issuing marriage li-
censes to same-sex couples.

Evan Wolfson, an attorney heading up
a Marriage Project for Lambda Legal
Defense and Education Fund, said he’s
“delighted™ with the commission’s re-
port.

“For the first time at the statewide

by Kristi K. Gasaway

level,” said Wolfson, “a body that is of-
ficially not Gay has been asked to con-
sider what the best answer to dealing
with discrimination against Gay couples
is, and they have concluded, after
months of study, that the answer is to
treat pcople cqually.”

“What’s striking,” said Wolfson, “is
that they have reviewed cvery argument
suggesting a possible reason for not
treating same-scx couples cqually and
concluded that there is no good reason
—- let alonc a compelling onc — for dis-
criminating.”

The "Hawaii Supreme Court said the
state would have to demonstrate a “com-
pelling” reason in order to justify deny-
ing marriage licenses to same-sex cou-
ples. Legally speaking, a “compelling”
reason is onc that the court considers an
extremely important goal and a goal
which the law achicves in a very precise
way.

Onc argument offered by some pecople
opposing same-scx marriages has cen-
tered around a purported state interest in
promoting “procreation and protection of
children,” noted the commission. The ar-
gument, it said, “is based on the belicf
that being raiscd by biological parents is
best for the childrep of Hawaii....”

“The obvious question raised™ by this
argument, said the commission, is that
not all heterosexual couples who get
marricd intend to have children, and
some are cven incapable, biologically, of
doing so. The commission also noted
that “in traditional Hawaiian culture a
great number of children were raised not
dircctly by the biological parcnts, but in-
stead by the hanai parents [other rela-
tives or friends}.”

I think it’s very hard to arguc with
their mcthodical analysis and rcjection
for cverv attempt at justifying™ denial of
same-sex meriage rights, said Wolfson.

Wolfson agreed that, “whatcver the
legislature does,” the Bachr v. Lewin rul-
ing will still require the state to come up
with a “compelling” rcason to deny
equal rights in marriage for samc-scx
couples.

“And no one, throughout this entire
process,” said Wolfson, “has come up
with a compelling rcason for discrimi-
nating.”"'W

oser more than 500.000




] by Lou Chibbaro Jr. .
A D.C. Fire Department official said this week that department
iflvestigators never took written statements from seven of the
dight firefighters who were the first to arrive on the scene of an
JAugust 7 auto accident when a firefighter taunted and reportedly
§ stopped treating a male accident victim because the victim was
§ dressed in women’s clothes.

According to Batallion Fire Chief Alvin Carter and Fire De-
partment records, investigators obtained written statements from
seven of 16 firefighters and paramedics who responded to the
scene of the accident that took the life of Tyrone “Tyra” Hunter.
. But the records show that only one of those seven statcments
Fire Chief Otis Latimwitnesses gave om the contingent of eight firefighters who were on the

when the taunting incident occurred.

conflicting descriptiorg} of the pgrson . . '
who cut open Hunter’Spants. Meanwhile, a Fire Department source said this week that one

identify rescue worker

Inestigators never got written statement from firefighter who derided accident victim

of the firefighters who was not asked to submit a written state-
ment to investigators is the one who cut open the leg of Hunter’s
pants while administering medical treatment. Witnesses from the
neighborhood of 50th and C streéts, SE, where the accident oc-
curred, have said the firefighter who cut open Hunter’s pants ap-
peared startled and became belligerent when he observed that
Hunter, who wore a blouse and make-up, had male genitals.

At least four witnesses from the neighborhood have told the
Washington Blade that the firefighter who cut open Hunter’s
pants is the same person who taunted Hunter, called him a
“bitch,” and allegedly stopped treating him.

The Fire Department source, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, identified the person who cut open Hunter’s pants as
Adrian C. Williams, a firefighter assigned to the D.C. fire station

' Continued on page 8

Budget logjam
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Georgia case
ponders legal
definition of

term ‘spouse’

by Lisa Keen

For the first time in 13 years, a federal court
has issued an opinion involving recognition of
same-sex marriages and this one, while ruling
against a Gay couple as the others did, sug-
gests federal courts may have to recognize
same-sex marriages if Hawaii makes them
legal.

The judge in this case denied a Gay male
couple in Atlanta the right to file a joint peti-
tion for bankruptcy. He said federal bankrupt-
cy law makes clear that two people have to be
legally married in order to file jointly.

But in his decision, the judge also added his
opinion that if a state such as Hawait “recog-
nizes a legal marriage between a same sex cou-
ple, they would qualify” as legally married
under the federal bankruptcy law.

The opinion in the case, Bone v. Allen, came
from David Kahn, Chief Judge of the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court for the northern Georgia dis-
trict. Kahn has served on the federal bankruptcy
bench since 1968 and was appointed chief judge
in 1976 by judges of the federal district court.

According to a court clerk, Mary Ida Town-
son, attorney for the Gay couple, has indicated
she intends to appeal the case now to the U.S.
District Court for the Northern District of
Georgia.

Evan Wolfson, who is heading up the Mar--
riage Project for Lambda Legal Defense and .

Education Fund, applauded Kahn’s opinion’as

“exciting” but expressed some concemn, too.
“It’s exciting because, up until now, there
have not been many cases addressing how the
federal government would respond 1o Lesbians
Continued on page 23

by Clint Stelb

A voluntcer ladles hot soup mto containers.

Meals on the run

For Food and Friends, delivering
hot meals to PWAs is a challenge

by Wendy Johnson
Members of last Friday morning’s ten-strong volunteer
“packing team” arrived at Food and Friends as early as
6:30 a.m., though chefs David Smith and Paul Fuzi had
been there since 5 a.m., steaming 70 heads of broccoli, 70
heads of cauliflower, preparing 60 pounds of homemade
macaroni and cheese, and mixing eight gallons of choco-
late cake batter.
Continued on page 10

udget log
spells troul
for Ryan W

by Kristina
Campbell

Take your
pick: Either the
Republicans in
Congress are evil
because they
haven’'t yct
passed a bill
reauthorizing the
Ryan White
CARE Act, or
President Bill
Clinton is wicked
because his re-
fusal to sign the
Republican bud-
get reconciliation
bill is holding up payments to Ryan Wi
So it goes in the world of Gay spin.

The Log Cabin Republicans and the 1
Campaign, both reacting this week to th
shutdown and budget stalemate, stood at ¢
other in their interpretations of the situati
fect on people with AIDS, specxf:cally 1l
the Ryan White CARE Act.

As of Blade deadline, the federal go
been shut down for three days because Co:
president could not agree on a budget {
1996, which began Oct. 1. (Interim meas
keeping the government in operatioh unti
of Nov. 14.)

For the AIDS lobbying comm» -~
watched part of the GOP bus .-
icaid proposal that woe+" .~
block grants to the /
they fear peor' .-

Some charge 1
Newt Gingrich
Ryan White bill
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Continued from page 21

tackers, a federal district court judge ruled against
him. This month, Lambda Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund filed an appeal to the 7th Circuit U.S.
Court of Appeals. It is believed to be the first feder-
al appeals case involving anti-Gay violence in a
public school. _ .

According to a Lambda press release, Nabozny
suffered a number of physical and. verbal assaults
for the four years while attending public school in
Ashland, a small town on the northern border of
Wisconsin. It said that during one assault, ‘‘several
boys pinned Nabozny to the floor and acted out
sexual acts on him, with the class looking on.”

The lawsuit charged that by refusing to take ac-
tion against Nabozny's attackers, the school de-
prived him of his constitutional rights to due
process and equal protection under the law.

SODOM AND THE SCOUTS: A state judge in
Trenton, New Jersey, turned to the Bible and “moral
law” last week to justify his ruling that a Boy Scout
ban on Gays does not violate a state law prohibiting
discrimination based on sexual orientation.

New Jersey is one of only nine states which pro-
hibit such discrimi-
nation. The law took
effect in January
1992.

James Dale, an as-
sistant scoutmaster
and former Eagle
Scout, was expelled
from his position
with the Boy Scouts
of Monmouth Coun-
ty in 1990 for being
Gay, and, with the
help of Lambda
Legal Defense and
Education Fund,
filed suit in July
1992.

Lambda’s Evan Wolfson
said his group would appeal
the decision. '

November 17, 1995 - THE WASHINGTON BLADE - 23

Case mulls meaning of ‘spouse’

Continued from page |
and Gays getting married,” said Wolfson.

In 1976, a federal appeals bench for the 8th Circuit
U.S. Court of Appeals rejected a Gay veteran’s claim
that the Veteran’s Administration should provide educa-
tional benefits for his male lover. And in 1982, a 9th
Circuit appeals court refused to recognize as legal a
marriage license issued by a clerk in Boulder, Colo., to
an American man and his Australian lover. The Aus-
tralian was seeking to immigrate to the U.S.

Wolfson expressed concern about the Atlanta bank-
ruptcy case, Bone v. Allen, saying the political ground-
work to support a pro-Gay decision in federal court has
not yet been laid.

Wolfson has been traveling around the country asking
Gay activists to organize public education and to build
coalitions to support legal recognition of same-sex mar-
riages. And, when they ask, said Wolfson, he advises
activists that, until that groundwork has been laid, they
should hold off on going into court.

Wolfson is actively working for Gays to have the
right to marry, but he is taking a cautionary strategy be-
cause of what happened during the Gays in the military
debate two years ago. Many believe Gay activists
dropped the ball in the national military policy debate of
1993 by trying to get the president to lift the ban on
Gays before prepping the public to support the idea.

Wolfson’s strategy on marriage, therefore, is to lay
the groundwork now for one very promising case next
year — Baehr v. Lewin in Hawaii. In that case, the
Hawaii Supreme Court ruled in May 1993 that the state
cannot deny marriage licenses to same-sex couples un-
less it can demonstrate some compelling governmental
need to do so. A trial, giving the state an opportunity to
demonstrate such a need, is scheduled for next July. But
the strength of that preliminary ruling two years ago
gave Wolfson and other Gay legal activists a great deal
of hope for winning a critical legal victory on the issue
in Hawaii within the next year or two. By then, Wolfson
hopes Gay activists will have been able to educate the
public on the need for Gay couples to marry. Without
the public’s support, says Wolfson, legislatures in other
states are likely to pass laws barring legal recognition of
same-sex couples married in Hawaii.

they would qualify for relief under [the federal bank-
ruptcy law]. In other words, what is controlling is the
fact that the parties are legally married. It is not limited
to legally married husbands and wives. The Court has
already determined that Congress did not anticipate the
marriage, legal or otherwise, of a same sex couple. If it
comes to pass that a state does recognize such mar-
riages, and if Congress wants to limit relief under [the
bankruptcy law] to married, heterosexual couples, there-
by creating a federal standard for the meaning of
‘spouse’ in the Bankruptcy Code,” then Congress, he
said, “may amend” the law. :

Allen and Favre argued that requiring them to be
legally married violates their constitutional rights to due
process and equal protection under the law because
they, unlike heterosexual couples, cannot get a marriage
license. But Kahn dismissed that argument saying the
marriage requirement applies equally to all unmarried
couples, regardless of whether they are same sex or het-
erosexual.

“In order for the Court to find a constitutional viola-
tion,” wrote Kahn, “the Court would have to hold that
the denial
of a mar-
riage li-
cense to the
[Gay cou-
ple] by the
State of
Georgia is
unconstitu-
tional.
This, in
essence, IS
what [Allen
and Favre]
are asking
the Court to
do.”

B u t
Kahn de-
clined to
make such
a ruling,

!’il

Matt Coles said he doesn’t think the
bankruptcy case is a “good vehicle
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of Monmouth Coun-
ty in 1990 for being
Gay, and, with the
help of Lambda
Legal Defense and

Lambda’s Evan Wolfson Education Fund,
said his group would appeal  filed suit in July

the decision. 1992.
In his Nov. 3 rul-

ing, Superior Court Judge Patrick McGann wrote
‘hat it is “unthinkable that in a society where there
was universal governmental condemnation of the
ict of sodomy as a crime, that the BSA could or
wvould tolerate active homosexuality if discovered
n any of its members.” New Jersey law does not
rohibit sodomy, however, a fact which McGann
wcknowledged this way: “The criminal law has
‘hanged. The moral law — as to the act of sodomy
— has not.”

“Sodomy,” he wrote, “is derived from the name
»f the biblical city, Sodom, which, with the nearby
rity of Gomorrah, was destroyed by fire and brim-
itone rained down by the Lord because of the sexu-
il depravity (active homosexuality) of their male in-
1abitants.”

Some Biblical scholars would take issue with
ludge McGann’s interpretation of the story of
sodom and Gomorrah. What McGann interprets as
‘active homosexuality,” some have interpreted as
nhospitality and others have interpreted as sexual
/iolence.

Dale has been involved in scouting since he
vas eight years old and won numerous honors
ind merit badges, including the “Order of the
Arrow” and, in 1988, an Eagle Scout badge. He
hen became an assistant scoutmaster, but in
1990 was kicked out of the Scouts after a local
riewspaper ran a photo of an event focusing on
5ay teens and Dale was in the picture.

Lambda’s Evan Wolfson said his group would
ippeal the decision.

- —Lisa Keen
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gave Wo]fson and other Gay legal act1v1sts a great deal
of hope for winning a critical legal victory on the issue
in Hawaii within the next year or two. By then, Wolfson
hopes Gay activists will have been able to educate the
public on the need for Gay couples to marry. Without
the public’s support, says Wolfson, legislatures in other
states are likely to pass laws barring legal recognition of
same-sex couples married in Hawaii.

But while Wolfson says he still thinks “it would be
better if people were not testing this now,” he does con-
sider the language in the Atlanta bankruptcy decision to
be “good.”

In Allen’v. Bone, Chief Judge Kahn said that the Gay
couple, Zachariah Allen and Glen Favre, have a rela-
tionship with “many of the same characteristics of a typ-
ical marriage....” They exchanged vows of commitment
in a religious marriage ceremony conducted by a Baptist
minister, they have lived together for more than two
years, and they accumulated a sizable debt together.
They tried to file a bankruptcy petition together, too.
And, under the federal bankruptcy law, an individual
can file for bankruptcy to cover his or-her debt and that
of “such individual’s spouse.”

Kahn noted that the bankruptcy law does not provide
a definition for the term “spouse.” He noted that, in con-
structing the law, members of Congress prepared reports
which did specify that they were talking about “a wife
and a husband.” But Kahn said he did not find anything
in those reports “to indicate that Congress ever contem-
plated or anticipated that a same sex couple would at-
tempt to file a joint petition” or that the report language
“demonstrates that same sex couples are to be exclud-

ed.”

Kahn noted that previous courts have rejected joint
petitions by a parent and child and by an unmarried het-
erosexual couple. Thus, he said, the key aspect of

“spouse” “presupposes a mamage

In dec1dmg that the term “spouse” in bankruptcy peti-
tions requires legal marriage, Kahn said he is aware
“that there may come a time when a state does legally
recognize a marriage between a same sex couple,” and
he specifically cited Hawaii.

“In the Court’s opinion ” wrote Kahn, “if a state rec-
nizes 'as ]egal mamage between a sameé ‘sex couple,

.-.-:..‘__»......m-.—-. R
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are asking
the Court to
do.”

B u t
Kahn de-
clined to
make such
a ruling,
saying that
there is no
evidence that Allen and Favre ever tried to get a mar-
riage license in the state of Georgia. And while he de-
clined to rule on whether denial of such a license would
be constitutional, he did include a footnote pointing out
a 1986 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that declarcd Geor-
gia’s law prohibiting homosexual sodomy to be consti-
tutional.

Matt Coles, head of the ACLU's National Lesbian
and Gay Rights Project, said that while Kahn’s decision
may be “unfair,” it is “‘probably correct that right now
the bankruptcy code only recognizes two people are
married if the state they’re located in does.” He said he
doesn’t think the bankruptcy case is a “good vehicle for
trying to challenge” that law.

Allen and Favre’s attorney, Townson, said Lambda’s
Wolfson advised her that it would better not to press the
case as a same-sex marriage case, but she said that her
clients had already filed their claim by that point and
that they felt they had no choice.

“If they couldn’t file jointly,” said Townson, “they’d
each have to file their own cases...pay two attorneys’s
fees, two filing fees, have the debts administered sepa-
rately—it’s all very confusing. If it turns out to be a
major case, fine, but we had two people who needed as-
sistance and they needed it right then.”

Amelia Craig, head of Gay & Lesbian Advocates &
Defenders which also has a Marriage Project, said she

Matt Coles said he doesn’t think the
bankruptcy case is a “good vehicle
for trying to challenge” the law.

_disagrees with Kahn's assessment that there is no con-

stitutional violation of equal protection or due process.
“Our law,” she said, “has given special preferences to
married couples....Our courts have sdid same gender
couples are not entitled to be treated the same as mar-
ried spouses, but they deny them the clalm to marry. It’s

“aCatch 22.°VW
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The San Francisco Examiner
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LENGTH: 1654 words
HEADLINE: Hillary Clinton on parenting, politics
SOURCE: EXAMINER POLITICAL EDITOR
BYLINE: CARLA MARINUCCI

BODY:

As she prepares to visit the city that recently endorsed wedding ceremonies
for gay couples, Hillary Rodham Clinton says that "children are better off if
they have a mother and a father.*

"My preference is that we do all we can to strengthen traditional marriages,
and that the people engaged in parenting children be committed to one another
and to the child," the first lady told The Examiner. "We also have to be
realistic and know there are others who can do a good job, as well, of raising
children."

Clinton would not go so far as to sanction gay marriages, a recent debate in
the California Assembly, but she acknowledged, "There are people who are able to
fulfill the functions of child rearing who don't fit into the traditional
pattern. Whether they are grandparents or neighbors or unrelated to a child, we
have to look to see what is best for the child.”

In a wide-ranging telephone interview with The Examiner on Tuesday, Clinton
also discussed Mayor Erown's proposal to hire young inner-city men to patrol
Muri, the Assembly's proposed paddling bill and the pressures of parenting a
daughter in the dating years.

She said President Clinton's subpoena to testify at a trial related to the

Whitewater land deal wouldn't yield any surprises and commented on whether
criticism of her high-profile role as first lady had led to the virtual absence
from the campaign trail of some Republican challengers' wives, such as that of
Steve fForbes.

Clinton's interview with The Examiner came before her visit to San Francisco

on Thursday during the national tour of her best-selling book, “It Takes a
Village."

The first lady said she hadn't discussed with Brown, a recent guest at the
White House, his proposal to ask young men to help reduce crime on Muni buses.

“I think it has to be done very sensitively, and the young people need to be

chosen carefully and trained appropriately,” she said, “but it could be
something worth exploring.”
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Clinton said she would like to see "acceptable young people, who have the

right attitudes, given responsibility for helping to patrol streets, watching
for younger children, supervising playgrounds, having some stake in rebuilding
their communities.”

Asked about a rash of recent Republican-sponsored legislation regarding

children, including tougher juvenile sentencing and even paddling in public
schools, Clinton said, “I think there's a 1ot of frustration in the country (in
dealing with) social problems . . . certainly with regard to children's behavior
and violence.

“We make a mistake when we invest more in punishment than we do on
prevention,” she said. "We know what works. It's just a guestion of whether we
will have the political will, and be willing to invest the resources in having
enpugh of the support families need, so they can do the job they should
themselves."

Clinton dismissed Gov. Wilson's recent criticism of her book that it was not
the "“village," but parents, who raised children.

It is time to "put aside all the rhetoric and the partisanship, to try and

figure out what we can do together to solve problems” of child welfare, she
said. Referring to Wilson's efforts to build more prisons, Clinton said, "We
will never build enough prisons to end our crime problem.’

Campaign roles

Clinton addressed whether the wives of the Republican presidential

candidates had stayed out of the campaign spatlight because her high-profile
role as first lady has sparked criticism.

“Maybe it's not as politically smart to be as direct about who you are, and

what you believe in, but that's how I have always lived my life, and (for me)
it's an appropriate decision,” she said.

“Certainly, Wendy Gramm (wife of Sen. Phil Gramm of Texas) was head of the
commodities futures commission, and she's on a lot of corporate boards," she
said. "Libby Dole (wife of Sen. Bob Dole of Kansas) was obviously someone who's
had her own successful career. A loft of these women have done things on their
own, as well as with their husbands, and they'll have to decide how they want to
be presented."

Clinton responded to a recent Examiner poll showing the president at a
21/2-year high in approval ratings among California voters, despite Whitewater
and her testimony before a federal grand jury.

“The American public is smart,” she said. “They're going to sort out these

partisan charges aimed against us, particularly against me. They're going to
weigh them carefully, and they're going to conclude there's nothing to them."

The president, facing a subpoena in a Whitewater-related trial, "will be

saying what he has said publicly, so there is not going to be any surprise
there," she said, adding that presidents from Thomas Jefferson to Ronald Reagan
had been called to testify on legal matters.
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Asked about Whitewater's sffect on her husband's re-electipon campaign, the
first lady said: "Four years ago, we were asked if we had lost money on this
failed land deal, and we said we had. And they said prove it, and we tried to
prove it. And they wouldn't believe us because they didn't choose to. Four years
later, an independent study by the government spent & 4 million to prove that we
lost % 40,000.

“All of these charges are dry holes, and they will continue to be seen as
such, and people will sort that out for themselves," she said.

Clinton acknowledged perceptions the family had profited from its financial
dealings, but “given the legal fees we've had to incur in order to defend
ourselves, we are bankrupt," she said. "We kept telling people we don't have
hidden money. . . . We don't even own a house, except the half interest we have
in the house my mother lives in, to help support her. My husband has his old
Mustang, and I have my 1986 Oldsmobile. And that's it. So the idea that anybody
who knows us would take any of this stuff seriously is just not believable.”

Dating game for Chelsea

Clinton said she faced not only public pressures, but personal and family

challenges, in the months ahead. As November looms, the first lady said she
would balance her roles as wife, campaigner on the road and, perhaps toughest of
all, parent of a teenager now entering the dating years.

"My husband and I have always found time, and made it a priority, to spend
time with Chelsea, and we continue to do that . . ." she said. “Really, we have
tried to stay as involved in her life as a teenager would let us.

"Some days are better than others,” she added with a laugh.
Clinton said she had discussed dating and its challenges with her daughter.

"Sure, we started talking with her about respecting herself, about taking

responsibility for herself, when she was a toddler,” she said. "She knows what
our values are. She knows right and wrong, and what appropriate behavior is, and
is not. And part of what we have done is to spend a lot of time, going back
years, in preparation for letting loose a little.

“You can't govern every minute of a child's life. You can't be permissive

and let children fend for themselves. You have to strike a balance between
giving them direction, making it clear what's expected and allowing them some
space to be themselves.”

A bright spot in the months to come, she said, will be her trips to The
City. "San Francisco is one of my favorite places in the world, and I have a lot
of good friends there," Clinton said.

Already, 800 people have bought $ 125 seats, and 1,500 more are demanding
them, for her April 12 appearance at a fund-raising lunch for Sen. Barbara
Boxer.

And Clinton said she expected to return many times during the upcoming

campaign: "If I could be assigned San francisco, I'd take it."
SEE ALSO SIDEBARS (FIRST LADY'S VISIT), (HILLARY CLINTON IN HER OWN WORDS)
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Caption 1, Hillary Rodham Clinton will be in The City on Thursday promoting her
book, "It Takes a Village."
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Daily News Washington Bureau, With Lars-Erik Nelson

3. The San Diego Union-Tribune, February 12, 1996, Monday, NEWS; Ed. 1,2,3;
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Iowa :

9. The WasHington Post, February 12, 1996, Monday, Final Edition, A SECTION;
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marriage rally turns into GOP campaign event in Iowa, By Deb Price / The Detroit
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DOLE DENIES. ORCHESTRATING NEGATIVE CAMPAIGN AGAINST HIS TOP CHALLENGER IN MONDAY
CAUCUSES., By STEPHEN BRAUN and RONALD BROWNSTEIN, TIMES STAFF WﬁITER, DES
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MOINES, Feb. 10 .

17. The Detroit News, February 10, 1996, Saturday, Accent;, 482 words, _
Presidential hopefuls promise to support Iowa rally against same-sex marriages,
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36. Chicago Tribune, February 1, 1996 Thﬁraday, EVENING UPDATE EDITION, NEWS;
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NWS; NATION BRIEFS; Pg. 16, 306 words, NAT30011996

40. The Tampa Tribune, January 27, 1996, Saturday, FINAL EDITION, Pg. 14, 1438
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61. The Washington Post, November 12, 1995, Sunday, Final Edition, STYLE; Pgq.
FOl, 4297 words, HOLY HELL; Fred Phelps, Clergyman, Is on a Crusade. It’s Mean
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VIEWPOINTS; LEROY AARRONS; Pg. 15A, 699 words, Gay issues will be factor in ‘96
race, Leroy Aarons

63. The Atlanta Journal and Constitution, October 26, 1995, Thursday, ALL
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The Detroit News

February 10, 1996, Saturday
SECTION: Accent;
LENGTH: 4827 words

HEADLLINE: Presidential hopefuls promise to support Iowa rally against same-sex
marriages

BYLINE: By Deb Price / The Detroit News

RODY:

Just 48 hours before Iowa's Republican presidential caucuses, gay marriage
will explode into a major national political issue tonight in Des Moines at an
anti-gay rally supported by the entire Republican field.

With Hawali poised to become the first state to legalize same-sex marriage

within two years, conservative political groups, including televangelist Pat
Robertson‘s Christian Cpalition, have united in demanding that presidential
candidates publicly pledge their opposition to gay marriage.

All eight Republican contenders have promised to sign such a pledge, and
Steve Forbes has already done so, according to rally organizer Phil Burress.

Tonight's rally at First Federated Church, a nondenominational fundamentalist

Christian church, is intended to throw a national spotlight on opposition to
marriage rights for gay couples.

Candidates Lamar Alexander, Patrick Buchanan, Bob Dornan, Phil Gramm and Alan

Keyes will address the huge rally, says Burress, president of a Cincinnati group
that in 1993 successfully pushed a city referendum outlawing anti-bias
protections for gay men and lesbians.

Front-runner Bob Dole and Richard Lugar have sent their regrets, citing

scheduling conflicts, according to Burress, who added that Forbes is trying to
change his schedule to enable him to attend. President Clinton, who is on record
opposing gay marriage, declined an invitation, Burress said.

The "Marriage Protection Resolution® that the candidates have pledged to sign
concludes, "Resolved, the State should not legitimize homosexual relationships

by legalizing same-sex ‘marriage’ but should continue to reserve the special
sanction of civil marriage for one man and one woman as husband and wife."

Pressure on the Republican candidates will not end with their taking the
pledge.

"Signing it is only the first step. ... We want to make sure they are willing

to go to the mat on protecting the family in the heterosexual capacity," said
the Rev. Lou Sheldon, founder of the Traditional Values Copalition.

Sheldon said he's in the process of helping draft legislation to prevent
legalization of gay marriage by either federalizing marriage laws or amending
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the UJ.5. Constitution.

The 7 p.m. (CST) rally, moderated by actor Charlton Heston and kicking off a

movement called the National Campaign to Protect Marriage, is also supported by
the American Family Association, Colorado for Family Values, Concerned Women for
America, Phyllis Schlafly's Eagle Forum, Focus on the Family and The Report.

A counterrally and candlelight vigil begin outside the church at 5:30 p.m.

“We're going to get fair-minded Iowans of every walk of life to be there and
hold two candles -- one for themselves and one for a person too intimidated to
be out," said Kirk Bragg, spokesman for the sponsoring group, Iowa's chapter of
the National Association of Social Workers.
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Socarldes Richard

A

From: Channel Q

Ta: gnews

Subject: IMPORTANT - USA TODAY

Date: Tuesday, January 02, 1996 8:06AM

SPECIAL ALERT:

Today's {Tuesday, January 2) issue of USA TODAY features a rather long

article on gay marriage. If you have any commaents on this issue, or feel

that any quotes in the following article need rebuttal, letters to the editor

to USA TODAY must be faxed or e-mailed IMMEDIATELY. Letters same- ~-day have
the best chance of publication because they often like to run them the

following day.

Include your name, address, and - very important: your daytime and evening
teleﬁhone numbers for confirmation purposes. Letters which are concise and
to the point have the best chance at publication, and so do letters which

tell a sincera, heartfelt personal story or have strong opinion related 1o

this issue.

USA TODAY is America's widest-read newspaper, with 6 million readers every
day. Even if your letter is nat selected for publication, it will improve

the chances that others on thls topic will be selected by the editors.

Editars salact letters to the editor based on overall response. so dash off

something - anything - if you can.

Send your letter to USA TODAY to: |
FAX:

703-276-5513 e
E:MAIL: E-MAlls-Fditor@usatoday.com
USATODAY

*NATION"
/?uesday, January 2, 1995

LEGAL GAY MARRIAGE ON HAWAII'S HORIZON
By Carl Weiser, Gannett News Service
WASHINGTON The tirst legal gay marrlage could take place this year in
trigger a nauonal ﬁghtout the 13
Every state will have to decide whera it stands on the questlon of gay men

and lesbians marrying and whether to recognize Hawaii's marriages.

"I do think this will become a huge issue in 1996, It may well be a key
issue in the presidential campaign,” says Robert Knight of the Family
Research Council, which opposes gay marriages.

"The time for dlscussmg whether to seek the freedom to marry has passed
because we are likely to win it,” says gay marriage advocate Evan Wolfson,
director of the Marriage Project at the Lambda Legal Defense and Education
Fund. "The big question is going to be: Will we be able to keep it against
the ferocious baecklash of our enemies?”

The debate is not just about abstract concepts such as the definition of a
family or the rights of a minority. It’s also about mundane matters: taxas,
funerals and health benefits.

Toshav and Phillip Storrs, a gay couple in Ithaca, N.Y., understand the
gignificance of Hawaii's proposal. They are trying to buy a house. Though
they consider themselves married, banks treat them as business partners.

“They see us as two different Indlviduals . . . with no financlal interest
in staying together,” Toshav Storrs says,

But the Storrs won't rush off to Hawaii. "Not unless someone gave us the
money,” says Toshav Storrs, a hotel desk clerk. "l need to wait for New York
to take action, or at least somewhere in my region.”

The controversy over legalizing gay marriages comes as gay marriages are
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becoming a more prominent part of American culture:

A Dec. 12 episode of TV's Roseanne featured a marriage between two men.
ABC delayed airing the show until 9:30 p.m., an hour and a half after its
usual - more child-friendly - time of 8 p.m. Cable TV showed a gay marriage
in 1994 when the HIV-positive Pedro Zamora on MTV's The Real World tied the
knot with his lover, Sean. The Jan. 18 episode of NBC's Friends will show a
lesbian wedding. .

An increasing number of churches perform gay marriage ceremonies. Toshav
and Phillip Storrs were married in a Jewish "commitment ceremony” In June.

The Episcopal Church is studying gay marriage, and presiding bishop Edmond
Browning has said he is "sympathetic” to such a move.

Some cities allow gay partners to register as couples, glving them some
legal rights. Though not the equivalent of marriage, the registry provides
official notice that two people are a couple. Palo Alto, Calif., became the
latest city 1o create a domestic partner reglsiry In December; Denver and
Boulder, Colo., are considering it.

A few hundred companies and municipalities now extend benefits to gay
partners of employees. Those companies include Time Warner, Nynex, Walt
Disney. Levi Strauss, Apple Computer, Lotus Development and Microsoft.

But domestic partner registries and employee benefits don't equal legal
marriages, gay activists insist. That's what gays went. “Not gay marriage.
Marriage," says Wolfson. .

In Hawaii, legal gay marriages are moving forward on two fronts: _

A gubernatorial commission has recommended that gay couples be allowed to :
marry, but the Legislature has not changed the law to allow it.

The state Supreme Court also has ruled that denying marriage hcenses to
gay couples is unconstitutional unless the state can prove a "eompelling
interest.” The state attorney general is preparing to argue its case for a h &
"compelling interest” before the court in July. ’

Court obsarvars doubt justices will buy the argument. Most expect that
after a few more legal maneuvers the court will legalize gay marriage.

"There will be a day when lesbian and gay people will be allowed to marry.
Wae're definitaly moving in that direction,* says David Smith, spokesman for
the Human Rights Campaign, the nation's largest gay and lesbian political
organization.

"Unless the Hawaiian Supreme Court suddenly is hit with a dose of reality,
they will take the radical step of validating homosexus! relationships as
marriage,” says the Famlly Councll's Knight. "This presents a problem for the
other 49 states.”

His suggestions: States should pass laws now to make it clear that
marriage is strictly between a man and a woman. And they shouldn't worry
about whether to recognize those Hawaiian marriages.

To groups such as the Family Research Council, gay marriage is "an
oxymoron, on ideological invention designed . . . toward the goal of
government-enforced acceptance of homosexuality,” Knight says.

He calls gay marriages "counterfeit,” saying that marriage must be the
joining of a man and a woman. {f states allow two men or two women to marry,
why stop there?

"Why not three men? Three women? A man and a boy?" he says,

Tim Wildmon, vice president of the American Family Association, says gay
people should have the right to vote, te work, to be free of violence - but
not to marry. "We just believe it's plain Immoral. It goes against the holy
Seriptures,” he says.

Both Wildmon and Knight say gay marriages could lead to more gay adoptions

of children, "which | consider a deap threat to children's well-being."
Knight says.

Are other Tamilies "going to want their children to stay over with Johnny
and Bobby for the weekend? To be openfy exposed to that kind of lifestyle,
that kind of hehavior? | think it could create great tension among a lot of
American families.” .

The Marriage Project's Wolfson says there are only two issues: whether gay
people should be allowed a right that everyone else enjoys, and whether
states can "strip their marital status at tha border.” .
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If some states fail to recognize the Hawaiian marriages, then "you're
married or unmarried, depending on where you're parking that day.” Wolfson
says. "Is this a country where we have to get & marriage visa stamped every
time we cross a state border?”

Wolfson says the issue is simply fairness. "In all 50 states, leshians and
gay men are today denied the basic freedom to marry,” he says. "We want the
same rights and responsibilities - and | emphasize responsibilities - that
nan-gay people take for granted.”

There is debate within the gay community about pursuing legalization of
gay marrieges. As with the issue of gays in the military, many gay men and
lesbians think the country is not ready - and expect a backlash so ferocious
that gay rights will end up curtailed, not enlarged.

With Hawsil in mind, Utah passed a law this year outlawing same-sex \
marriages. Similar bills were introduced in South Dakota and Alaska. \

"The signsg, let met tell you, are ominous,” wrote Jim Thomas, a columnist
for the News-Telegraph, a gay interest tabloid that circulates in lllinois,
Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas and Tennessee. "Some of our activists have taken
on one of the most importang Institutlons In our culture, particularly for
conservatives.

"You heard it here first,” he wrote. "We're going to get creamed.”

Wolfsen agrees that the fights in each legislature or state court will be |
difficult. But the best thing. he says, is to trigger a national debate, to
make Americans start thinking about something they've never considered
plausible.

"What | hope will happen is Americans will not close their minds before
they've begun to hear the facts, the real stories of real-life people.”

Thosec rcol-life people are like Toshav Storras, who offers this short
exglan"ation tor why he and Phillip should be allowed to marry: "We love each
othar.
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