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RECORD TYPE: FEDERAL (TRP NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: Doug.Case ( Doug.CaseOsdsu.edu@INET@LNGTWY [ UNKNOWN ] ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:24-JUN-1998 01:11:00.00 

SUBJECT: C a l i f o r n i a I n i t i a t i v e Process 

TO: Richard Socarides ( Richard SocaridesOEOP [ UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TO: Stuart D. Rosenstein ( Stuart D. RosensteinOeop [ UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 

INFORMATION BELOW COURTESY OF THE CAPITOL RESOURCE INSTITUTE WEBSITE 

(Note t h a t i n i t i a t i v e s must be c e r t i f i e d by June 25, 1998 t o appear on the 

November 1998 b a l l o t ; t h e r e f o r e , i f the CA DOMA gets enough signatures by 

Sept. 21, 1998, i t w i l l appear on the Primary E l e c t i o n B a l l o t i n 2000) 

The C a l i f o r n i a C o n s t i t u t i o n enables c i t i z e n s t o bypass the L e g i s l a t u r e w i t h 

issues and b r i n g them d i r e c t l y t o the voters through the i n i t i a t i v e 

process. Defined as "the power of the e l e c t o r s t o propose s t a t u t e s and 

amendments to the C o n s t i t u t i o n and t o adopt and r e j e c t them,"l i n i t i a t i v e s 

may appear on the b a l l o t every two years. There are two types of 

i n i t i a t i v e s - s t a t u t o r y r e v i s i o n s and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l amendments. Provisions 

of successful i n i t i a t i v e s become law the day a f t e r the e l e c t i o n , unless a 

measure i t s e l f s t a t e s otherwise. I f there are c o n f l i c t i n g measures on the 

b a l l o t , the p r o v i s i o n s of the i n i t i a t i v e r e c e i v i n g the highest vote count 

p r e v a i l . 

The i n i t i a t i v e process begins w i t h the submission of the i n i t i a t i v e 

proposal to the Attorney General's O f f i c e . A f t e r preparing the o f f i c i a l 

t i t l e and summary of the proposal, the Attorney General's O f f i c e forwards 

i t t o the Secretary of State's O f f i c e t o be cleared f o r c i r c u l a t i o n . At 

t h i s p o i n t i n the process, proponents must o b t a i n the r e q u i r e d number of 

signatures f o r t h e i r i n i t i a t i v e t o appear on the b a l l o t . For s t a t u t o r y 
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r e v i s i o n s , t h a t number i s equal t o f i v e percent of the v o t e r s i n the l a s t 

e l e c t i o n f o r governor. For c o n s t i t u t i o n a l amendments, the number of 

signatures r e q u i r e d i s equal t o e i g h t percent of the votes cast i n the l a s t 

g u b e r n a t o r i a l e l e c t i o n . C u r r e n t l y , t h a t t r a n s l a t e s i n t o 433,269 signatures 

f o r s t a t u t o r y r e v i s i o n s and 693,230 f o r c o n s t i t u t i o n a l amendments. 

Once the signatures are gathered, the i n i t i a t i v e p e t i t i o n i s submitted t o 

county e l e c t i o n o f f i c i a l s f o r the signatures t o be c e r t i f i e d t o the 

Secretary of State's o f f i c e and put before the voters at the next statewide 

e l e c t i o n at l e a s t 131 days a f t e r i t s q u a l i f i c a t i o n . For the June 2, 1998 

b a l l o t , the suggested i n i t i a t i v e q u a l i f i c a t i o n deadline i s January 22, 

1998, and f o r the November 1998 b a l l o t , the suggested deadline i s June 25, 

1998 . 

I n i t i a t i v e proponents should "count the cost" before f i l i n g t h e i r 

i n i t i a t i v e . Signatures are c o l l e c t e d , i n large p a r t , by p a i d gatherers. 

These gatherers are pa i d between 75 cents and $1.50 per signature. The 

p r i c e f l u c t u a t e s depending on the number of i n i t i a t i v e s i n c i r c u l a t i o n and 

r i s e s as deadlines approach. I n a d d i t i o n , those campaigning f o r a "yes" 

vote should be w i l l i n g t o outspend t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n two-to-one. An 

organized constituency also helps. For example, an a n t i - a b o r t i o n i n i t i a t i v e 

would have the support of p r o - l i f e organizations, but a p r o p o s i t i o n dealing 

w i t h divorce reform has no r e a d i l y i d e n t i f i a b l e constituency. F i n a l l y , 

s t a r t i n g out, before any o p p o s i t i o n gets organized, i n i t i a t i v e proponents 

should have a t w o - t h i r d s m a j o r i t y support i n the p o l l s . 

With a t w o - t h i r d s vote of both houses, the L e g i s l a t u r e may also place 

i n i t i a t i v e s on the b a l l o t f o r c i t i z e n s ' approval or r e j e c t i o n . The 

Le g i s l a t u r e i s precluded from a c t i n g without c i t i z e n approval i n the cases 

of amending the s t a t e C o n s t i t u t i o n , passing bond measures or amending 
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i n i t i a t i v e s already passed by the voters-unless an i n i t i a t i v e contained 

language s t a t i n g t h a t i t could be amended by l e g i s l a t i o n . 

==================== ATTACHMENT 1 ==================== 
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 

TEXT: 
RFC-822-headers: 
Received: from conversion.pmdf.eop.gov by PMDF.E0P.GOV (PMDF V5.1-9 #29131) 
i d <01IYLFCGG99C00H65P@PMDF.EOP.GOV>; Wed, 24 Jun 1998 00:14:10 EDT 

Received: from Storm.EOP.GOV by PMDF.E0P.GOV (PMDF V5.1-9 #29131) 
w i t h ESMTP i d <01IYLFCCK4W000IA3A@PMDF.EOP.GOV>; Wed, 
24 Jun 1998 00:14:01 -0400 (EDT) 

Received: frommail.sdsu.edu ([130.191.25.1]) 
by STORM.EOP.GOV (PMDF V5.1-10 #29131) 
w i t h ESMTP i d <01IYLFBUP46C0022ET@STORM.EOP.G0V>; Wed, 
24 Jun 1998 00:13:35 -0400 (EDT) 

Received: from [130.191.242.121] ([130.191.242.121]) 
by mail.sdsu.edu (8.8.7/8.8.7) w i t h ESMTP i d VAA27172; Tue, 
23 Jun 1998 21:11:51 -0700 (PDT) 

X-Sender: dcase@mail.sdsu.edu 
================== END ATTACHMENT 1 ================== 
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RECORD TYPE: FEDERAL (TRP NOTES MAIL) 

CREATOR: rwockner ( rwocknerOnetcom.com@INET@LNGTWY [ UNKNOWN ] ) 

CREATION DATE/TIME:16-OCT-1998 21:41:00.00 

SUBJECT: NC8330: C a l i f , gov. candidates on gay marriage 

TO: Richard Socarides ( Richard SocaridesOEOP [ UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TO: Stuart D. Rosenstein ( Stuart D. RosensteinOeop [ UNKNOWN ] ) 
READ:UNKNOWN 

TEXT: 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * + * * * + * * + * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* Reprint r i g h t s f o r t h i s copyrighted news a r t i c l e must be obtained * 

* > by you < from the o r i g i n a t i n g news o r g a n i z a t i o n . * 

* + * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ASSOCIATED PRESS, October 16, 1998 

Excerpt from Thursday's g u b e r n a t o r i a l debate between Gray Davis and Dan 

Lungren. 

Lungren: "With respect t o the Defense of Marriage Act, the f a c t of the 

matter i s we would have t h a t act as law today i f i t hadn't been f o r Gray 

Davis' vote. I t was made very, very c l e a r t h a t Pete Wilson would sign an 

absolu t e l y clean Defense of Marriage Act which said simply t h i s : Legal 

marriage i n C a l i f o r n i a i s recognized only between one man and one woman." 

Davis: " I do believe d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n any form i s r e p u l s i v e and 

repugnant, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n a democracy. But as I've said many times 

before, I do not b e l i e v e t h i s s t a t e i s ready f o r gay marriages or same 

gender marriages, and i f someone put a b i l l on my desk today t o sign such 

a measure, I would not sign i t . " ==================== ATTACHMENT 1 
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 0 00:00:00.00 

TEXT: 
RFC-822-headers: 
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Received: from conversion.pmdf.eop.gov by PMDF.E0P.GOV (PMDF V5.1-9 #29131) 
i d <01J31XM1F8WW002P9I@PMDF.EOP.GOV>; F r i , 16 Oct 1998 21:43:55 EDT 

Received: from Storm.E0P.GOV by PMDF.E0P.GOV (PMDF V5.1-9 #2 9131) 
w i t h ESMTP i d <01J31XLZ069C002U05@PMDF.EOP.GOV>; F r i , 
16 Oct 1998 21:43:52 -0400 (EDT) 

Received: fromnetcoml3.netcom.com ([192.100.81.125]) 
by ST0RM.E0P.GOV (PMDF V5.1-12 #29131) 
w i t h ESMTP i d <01J31XL8WZZW002PM6@STORM.EOP.GOV>; F r i , 
16 Oct 1998 21:43:18 -0400 (EDT) 

Received: (from rwocknerOlocalhost) 
bynetcoml3.netcom.com (8.8.5-r-beta/8.8.5/(NETCOM v l . 0 2 ) ) idSAA17591; F r i , 
16 Oct 1998 18:41:22 -0700 (PDT) 

================== END ATTACHMENT 1 ================== 
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