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A mather searches fvr cluesto -

find her missing daughter. A-4

: -gEach side says the
g‘pthcr will capitalize

t%on the state’s ruling

- BYMIXE YURN
P Slw-Bulhwl .

*="You can be an iale voter or

stroagly about the pro-

Astate Constitution that
vlild allow the Legtslature
bnn same-sax toarriage,

can now give as much as
want to support or op-

,Jhn the maasure.
»>The state Campsaign
Mpending yes
terday disclosed that the at-
-sormey general's office has
ed an opinion that the
’Eﬂ 's law limiting contribu-
Mfons to $1,000 to {nfluence
ot questions such as the
e on gay mln'hge ll un-
mmudoml

#.%Phe four-page oplnlon. '

“Yrritten by Depury Artorpey

iGeheral Jon Itomurs, cited

Xwo US. Supreme Court de-
ns

a<in one, the high court
: in 198] that such a
it on political activity is

4aqgutrary to t_ho“!‘lrn A_:_nenq- a

idinit , .
v Officials o!dot;nnm'.hu

<piposed to and n sup
"Eame-sex marriage -ﬁ"&q
A-n't expect to be beneficia-
of the commhlnn . de-

#uBut they insisted that
Nadvemia will

5@ 39vd

osed amendment to the

’Whuo we, ofceurn hope
t.he change will increase our
ability to fund-raise, given
_Hawali's tough econamy, we

“'do not anticipate - that®ef.

fect,” said Jennmr Dies-
IDan, & spokeswoman far the

ltical sction committee '

ve Traditional Marriage-

‘ Dle-nun said t.ho ntumxey'
general’s opinion will make
it easier for Protect Our

Constitution to raise funds

“through their big mdnhnd
donors.” .

Protect Our Ccnnltuuon

s affitiated with the Human

Rights Clm of Wash-
ington, D.C., the nation's

hrxmm'rmhuornmn

Jacue Young campaign
directar of Protect Our Con-

stitution, countered: “It will
probably bring a tsunami of
‘right-wing monsy from the

- Christian. Coalition and
-Jameés Dobaoa’s Pocus on -

‘the Family. We don’t have
that kipd of nstwork. We
'ju:t want a level playing

humanlh.thlcm

' Coalition’s national and Ha-

wail offices went on ths In-
‘tarnet to launch a §1.8 mil
lon fund-raising drive for
an advertising and grass-
roots cam urging “yes”:
'votes for the ballot measure.

Four national organiza-
tions that support legalized
gay marriage have also gonn
‘on the Internet,

raise §1 mlllica t® quash thc

: proponod

ky’s the 11m1t on sas

constitutional
amendment, -

Attorney Dan Foley, who

represents three gay couples . .

that sued the state for the
right 1o marry,

whether the %nnpugm
Spending

own can decids not to cn-
force a. law it belleves is
uncanstitutianal.

*Thé ' Hawal{ Supreme”
Court has ruled that an ad- |
ministrative agency cannot
pass on the constitutionality
of a statuta, That's apparent..
ly what they did,” said Foley,
who was representing Pro-
;c:;t Our Constitution yester-.

But there 'u a positive
elemaat 1o the attorney gen-

. eral’'s opinion, Foley added.

It helps Protect Our Const-
tution because disclosure re-
quirements would still be
retained in the law. That’s
the emence of the group’»

complaint agsinst Hawall
" Family Farum. :

“All we're trying to do is
not to limit speech, but let
the public know who's pay-

-ing for it That's all we're

aaking,” Foley sajd,
Kelly Rosatl, an attorney
who 1s also executive direc

tor of the Hawall Family
FPorum, aaid disclosure is not

required by Hawail Family
Forum because its radio
spots are “educational” and
not “advocacy.”

“Foley’'s argumment is noth-.
Ins more than a red her-
ring,” ' Rosatl said.
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8 Protect Our Constitution, a
local nonprofit political action
committee that opposes the
proposed amendment, has filed
complaints with the state Cam-
paign Spending Commission.

Protect Our Constitution was
joined in the complaints by
Protect Our Constltution/
Human Rights Campaign., a
local political action committee
linked to the Human Rights
Campaign gay and lesbian
organization based in Washing-
ton, D.C.

They complained that the
Christian Coalition, the Hawaii
Christian Coaljtion and the
Hawaii Family Forum failed to
register as political action com-
mittees as they believe js
required by law.

“By failing to file, we don't
know who the money is com-
ing from, how they are going
to spend It, how much they're
going to spend, where it's com-
ing from — they could actually
raise more than $1.5 million ..,
yet they're not accountable f
they're not registered,” said
Jackie Young, Protect Our
Constitution ¢ampaign director,

Robert Matsumoto, a lawyer
and spokesman for the Hawaii
Christian Coalition, declined
comment until he sees the
complaint.

Under Hawaii law, politieal
action committees must register
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The AFL- CIO hm its
endorsements of political

candtdatea -6

ne-sex fund ralsmg
Complaint agamst PAC dismissed

By Mxe YUEN
Star-Bulletin

The state Campaign Spending Commis-
sion bas diamissed complaints by gay
acdvist Bill Woods, who claimed that
Save Traditonal Marriage-'88, & Jeading
political action committee opposed to
same-sex marriage, bad broken state law,

The panel yesterday also quashed a
complaint against the recently reorgs-
nized Hawalii affiliate of the conservative
Christian Coalition decause it has since

: registered with the commission.

- But it kept open {ts inquiry into wheth-
er the coalition’s national office in Vir
ginia must register and whether the
Hawaii Famnily Forum is running “advo-
cacy” radio spots that would foree it to
disclose {ts contributors.

The complaints against the Christian
Coalition's offices and Hawail Family
Forum were filed by Protect Qur Conast|-

tution and its atfiliate PAC that is linked '

By MIXE YUEN
Star-Bulletin Lt

In addition to urging a “yes” vots on a
p constitutiona] amendment that
could ban same-sex marriage, the Hawail
Christian Coalition is now also urging iale
voters to approve the convening of a
copstitutional convention

The move puts the coalition even more
at odds with its adversary, the political
actlon committee Protect Our Constitu-
tion, which was organized to oppose both
measures, Iale votars will vote on both

to the H#n.n Rights Campaign of Wash-
the nation’s largest uy-

r!ahu organixation

Woods’ complaints stemmed from a
$100e-permon fund-raiser in November
that Save Traditional Marriage hosted at
which Stephen Covey, the best-selling

self-help Suthor, was {eatured.

The commisxion concluded that Covey
provided voluntary personal services and
was not required 1o register with the
panel ‘ .

-And since the PAC took “corrective
action” by returning $250 of the $1.250 It
had received from Hawail’s Future To
day, which opposes samesex marriage,
there’s no need W proceed agains Ha-
:d.m" Future Today, the cammimion stat

Al issue was an appnmt violation of
the §1,000 contribution limit to noncandi-
date corumitiess, which the attorney gen-
eral’s office has since determined is un-
emlul.nthm

Christian Coalition ‘through pﬁssyfootmg

ballot {ssues Nov. 8,

“In shart, we are going on offense.”
Hawaii Christian Coalition President
Daniel McGivern aaid u:dny; “We wont
be punung. And when we're way ahead,
we'll run up the score We're r.hmuh

‘pussyfooting around ”

McGivern said he is also urging clergy
“to stand up in their pulpits and deo
nounce the evils of homosexuality. Pas-
tors need to show some guts and tell
people how they are personally voting
without telling their flocks how to vote,
fince that's lllegal” -
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Local, outside
groups mobilize
for costly fight

By William Kresnak

Advertiser Capitol Bureau Chief

With Hawaii’'s general elec-
tion still three months away,
the fight over a proposed con-
stitutional amendment that
would allow the L.egislature to
ban same-sex marriage is heat-
ing up.

Earlier predictions that at
least $2 million could be spent
by advocates on either side of
the issue, with much of the
money from the Mainland, may
be accurate. No state campalgn
other than the governor's race
1s expected to be as costly,

And the early indications
that Mainland interest groups
will be involved in the cam-
paign indicate the nation will
be watching the same-sex mar-
riage debate,

On Nov. 3, Hawall voters will
be asked to approve or reject a
change to the state constitution
to make it read: "The l.egisla-
ture shall have the power to
reserve marriage to opposite-
sex couples.”

Legislators decided to put the
issue on the ballot in order to
head off a state Supreme Court
ruling that could legalize same-

*LSNOD N0 1D310dd
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ame-sex
campaign
escalates

——— sex marriage,
ELECTION . A Circuit
Y 4 .- Court judge
ruled the state

P must issue

- s marriage
w licenses o gay
sl and  lesbian
¢ couples. but

the ruling was

put on held
while the matter was appealed
to the state Supreme Court.

The high court has yet to
rule on the issue.

The latest developments in
the debate involve;

8 Hawaii Family Forum, a
nonprofit group "committed to
the preservation and strength-
ening of families in Hawaiji”
launched 60-second radio ads to
“cducate” the public about the
amendment question. Hawail
Family Forum is associated
with James Dobson's Focus on
the Family in Colorado Springs,
Colo.

® The national Christian
Coalition and its affiliate,
Hawaii Christian Coalition,
according to the national
group’s Web site, are trying to
raise $1.5 million to pump into
advertising and grass-roots
efforts.

“. . . If it happens in Hawaii,
gay couples will flock there to
marry and honeymoon — and
then return to their home

Sec Same-sex, Page Al4
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| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES | HB. NC) o

NINETEENTH LEGISLATURE. 1997 CD.]
STATE OF HAWAII - _

A BILL FOR AN ACT

PROPOSING A CONSTiTUTIONBL AMENDMENT RELATING TO

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF BAW.
1 SECTION 1. The purpose of tﬁ}s Act is to propose
2 amendment to article I of the Constitution of the State of
J Hawaii, to clarify that the legislature hag the power to reserve
4 marriage to opposite-sex couples.

5 The legislature finds tbhat the unigue social instifution of
6 marriage involving the legal relationship of matrimony between a

7man and a voman is a protected relationship of fundamental and

8 unequaled imporcance to the State, the nation. and soci ty. The
9 legislature further finds that the question of whether ér not the
10 state should issue marriage licenses to couples of the gamne sex
11 is a fundamental policy issue to be decided by the elected

12 representatives of the people. This constitutional meagure is

13 thus designed to confirm that the legislature has the pawer to

14 regserve marriage to opposite-sex couples and to ensure that the
15 legislature will remain open to the petitions of those o seek a
16 change in the marriage laws, and that such petitioners c be

17 considered on an equal basis with those who oppose a chahge in

18 our current marriage statutes,

zea 3ovd *1SNOD dN0 .LOE]lDHc-i" 88796£.888 £@:81 B8661/82/88



T T "v=+ vy aaqaing a new sectien to be dnciqn*ted and to

3 read as follows-

S fection 23,

‘!!EI1!2!_Sﬂ.ﬂ!!ﬂli&!.!:!.ﬁ!!ﬂlﬁl.
7 SECTION 3. The queation to be printed on the
8 de ag follows:

"MARRIAGR
- ‘ . ]

ballpe shall

9 "Shall the Constitution of the State of Hawaii be gmended to
10 Bpecify that the legislature shal) have the power to reserve
11 ma.:riage. to opposice-gex éowlel?'

12 SECTION 4. New constitutional material is underscqred.

I | SECTION §S. | This amendment ahxl)l take effect upon compliance
l4with arcicle XVII, gection 3,- of the Constitution of thel State of
15Hawaii .

BZ96E.808
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“Shall the
Constitution of the
“State of Hawaii be

amended to specify
that the Leglslature
shall have the powej
to reserve marriage to

Opposite sex
couples?”
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PROTECT OUR

CONSTITUTION

FAX
Date: & / 20 ; o

To: Dulisnne  Po by
From: M,,W%,:P ?zn Dﬁv./ Smi%

C nts: \
omme SONL/\—-’)) \Cﬂf?af o jHeludkr
OuN oo chuere, Mabﬁo[

This message is intendesd only for the use of the individual or entity to which it 1s addressed and may conf
information which is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the r of this
message 18 not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to tje intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissernination, distribution or copying of this communication is ptrictly

prohibited.
If there are any problems receiving this fax, pleasc contact our office as soon as possible. you.
870 Kapahulu Bivd,, Suite 110
Honolulu, HI 96816
Phone: 808/ 739-6263 Fax: 808/ 739-6288
"1SNOD on e o
D 10310d B8B8Z96£.8068 12:TT B8661/02/80




Bishop (Ret) Yoshiaki Fuijitani

ORAGANIZATIONS

African Amarican Association of Hawaii
Afro-American Lawyers Association
Ahupuaa Action Alliance
Alliance for Equal Rights
American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii
American Friends Service Commitiee
Church of the Crossroads-Sacial Action Committee
First Unitarian Church of Honolulu
Hawaii Association of International Buddhists
Hawaii Ecumenical. Coalition
Hawaii Green Party
Mawaii State Commission on the Status of Women
Hawaii Women's Political Caucus
Japanese American Citizens League
League of Women Vaters
Marriage Project-Hawali
Na Loio No Na Kanaka
Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation
Pacific Families Network
Parents Family Friends of Lesbians & Gays
Rainbow Peace Fund
Temple Bet Shalom
University of Hawaii Proféssional Assembty

iMmpiviDUALS

Robi Kahakalau
Jack Law
George Lee
Colbert Matsumoto
Sen. Mike McCartney
Ah Quon McEirath
David McEwan, MD.
Albert Miyasato
Alan Murakami

Jackie Young
Al and Jane Nakatani

Rev. Darrow Aiona
Amy Agbayani
Wally and Christine AmOs
Rabbi Barrack
Marilyn Bornhorst
George Chaplin

Ansan Chong Wendy Mow-Taira
Gary Gill Tom Ramsey
Tom Gill Maj. Gen. (Ret) Walter Tagawa

Drusliia Tanaka
Allicyn Hikida Tasaka

Ku'umeaalcha Gomes
Thomas Fujikawa

Susan Ichinose Andrew Winer
Louise Ing Marjorie Zlegler
20 3ovd *1SNOD dND 103103d

Our constitutional rights are what gnite all of us
in Hawaii. They reflect the spirit of jg/oho which

enables us to live together in spite of our
differences.

Now those rights are under attack| Powerful
outside interest groups have c.ome to Hawaii,
They want to pass a Constitutional| Amendment
that would single out one group far different
treatment by giving the legislature the power to
change the Bill of Rights, if passed| it would, for
the first time, take away rights that|people
already possess.

. To everyone who cares about individual

freedom, this is a very dangerous precedent. If
the State Constitution can be amefded 10 deny
the rights of one unpopular group,|who might

be next? The same people who arp supporting

the Constitutional Amendment alsg seek 10
undermine other protections through a
Constitutional Convention that woyld cost up to
$12 million. It could threaten the rights of other
groups such as women, Native Hawaiians and
working people. Many of us still rgnember the
last time our rights were ignored gnd abused

by powerful politicians.

The original drafters of our Constijution got it
right. They enshrined the promise|of equal
protection under the law for all of us. Keep the
promise by voting NO on the Corgtitutional
Amendment on November 3.

88796E/888  1Z:11 B661/6Z/86




VOTE

NO

on the Constitutional
Amendment that gives
power to the legislature
to limit individual rights.

Resolution passed ar the Democratic Party
Couvention:

WHEREAS, The Demacrartic Party supports a
strong Bill of Rights in the Hawaii Constitution tor
its ditizens, and

WHEREAS, The Hawaii Supreme Court is the
tinal arbiter of the Bill of Rights, and

WHERELAS, The Democratic Party opposcs any
attempt to take nyghts away trom citizens that are
gudranteed in the Bift of Right<, and now, thecetare

BE IT RESOIVED by the 1998 Hawaii State
Democratic convention that we ycaftticm our
support tor the protections offered by Anticle ) ot
the Constitution ot 1he State ot Hawaii, and

BE (T FURTHER RESOLVED that we oppose any
constitutional amcendment to take away rights
under Hawaii's Uill ot Rights.

Paid tor by Protect Our Constitution/
Human Rights Campaign
870 Kapahulu Avente #110
Honaluhg, Hawail 96816
lelephong: (808) 739 6263
email: poGaluminet

PROTECT OUR
CONSTITUTION

www. poC-tiawaii.org

"ISNOD N0 LO310ad

~ THE
CONSTITUTION

WAS WRITTEN
TO PROTECT

RIGHTS,
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__doo2/002
TO: Julian Potter, Community Empowerment Board
FROM: Roberta Achtenberg, Esq.
DATE: December 24, 1998
RE: Review of California Marriage Initiative in preparation for a

phone call with Vice President Gore

Earlier this month it was announced that an initiative to block recognition of same-sex
marriages, sponsored by Pete Knight, (R) Palmdale, had qualified for either the March or
November 2000 ballot. It is possible, though unlikely, that Governor Wilson will call a special
election before leaving office. If so, the initiative would be voted on in 1999, guaranteeing that
the civil rights community would have insufficient time to raise money and do the necessary
organizing. ' '

For four years Knight has attempted, unsuccessfully, to pass anti-gay marriage legislation in
the California Assembly. After repeated failures he, in concert with the Capitol Resource
Institute and the Family Research Council, made the decision to use California’s initiative
process. Unfortunately, there is a long history in California of using the initiative process to
scapegoat minority populations. In 1978, the Briggs Initiative, if passed, would have
prohibited lesbians and gay men from being employed as public school teachers. More
recently, Proposition 187 in 1995 cut off health and education benefits to illegal immigrants,
and Proposition 209 in 1997 eliminated state-side affirmative action programs.

The text of the Knight Initiative is as follows:

“Only marriage between a man and a wornan is valid
or recognized in California.”

. It could be argued that in the November 1998 election, not one member of Congress lost his or
her seat because of opposition to anti-gay or anti-marriage measuxes whereas many anti-gay
candidates lost or had slim margins of victory. It could also be argusd that President Clinton’s
endorsement of DOMA suppressed his numbers among the gay and lesbian constituency in
- the 1996 presidential election -- a constituency which had been key in 1992.

On the other hand, such pro-gay office holders as Senator Barbara Boxer and Governor-Elect
Gray Davis continue to state publicly their support of gay ancl lesbian rights and their

opposition to gay marriage.

NB, Neither Davis nor Boxer has yet taken a position on the Knight Initiative.




PROTECT OUR

CONSTITUTION

KEY MESSAGES

. Constitutional protections that ensure the rights of all people in Hawaii could pe placed in
jeopardy if the constitutional amendment passes. If the constitution can be changed to
deny one group of Hawaii residents a right the Supreme Court say they have, the
constitution can be changed to deny rights to others just as easily.

. The constitutional amendment, if passéd, actually will for the first time in the Jistory of
this country, change a state's bill of nghts to take away a right that the Supreme Court has
determined people have.

o Supporters of the amendment are actually advocating giving the power of the Supreme
Court to interpret the state's constitution to the legislature. In fact, they are actually
attempting to overrule the Supreme Court. If they can successfully overrule a gecision of
the Supreme Court because the decision or the people it benefits are unpopulay, it will set
a dangerous precedent that could impact others.

. The amendment denies the promise of equal protection under our constitution|to all
Hawaii citizens by creating an exception for one group of people.

. The same people who are supporting the constitutional amendment are seeking to
undermine constitutional protections through a constitutional convention. A cénstitutional
convention would cost $12 million and opens up the possibility that the rights pf other
groups could be harmed such as labor, native Hawaiians, women and other groups.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Q: Isn’t same-gender marriage the issue?
A: That’s only part of it. The real issue is that our constitution should provide eqyal
protection to all people in Hawaii and no one should be singled out for discrinﬁnation. The

issue might be marriage today, but who is next?

Q: Isn’t this just a ban on same-gender marriage?

No. This amendment actually gives the legislature the power to decide this constitutional
issue_In fact it is about the legislature trying to overrule the Supreme Court.

Q:  Isn’t it true that the framers of Hawaii’s original constitution never intended thpt same-
gender marriage should be legal when they included protections against discrinjination

2o 3vvd ' *1SNOD ¥N0 10310ad 8B8296E£.8088 Lb:68 B86B61/p1/8@



based on sex?

A:  The original intent of the constitution was to have all Hawaii citizens treated ¢qually and
fairly. The framers of the constitution were very clear that the Supreme Court would
interpret the constitution and not the legislature. The constitutional amendmept is what

violates the intent of the framers by giving the legislature the power to over ryle the
Supreme Court,

Aren’t you hiding behind the constitution in order to make same-gender man'Tge legal?

A: No one hides behinds the constitution. The constitution is there to protect the|rights of all
citizens and that’s what this campaign is about.

Q: Does your group support same-gender marriage?

Some people in our group do and some people don’t, however we are all in agreement
that giving the power of the Supreme Court to interpret the state's constitutiofto the
legislature is wrong and sets a dangerous precedent,

Q:  Isn’t a constitutional convention part of the democratic process and doesn’t it [ensure that
the people have a voice.

A: Not exactly. Even the legislators who voted to place the question on the ballog said there’s
no compelling reason to hold a convention now. A constitutional convention Would be
cost $12 million and be dominated by special interests pursuing special agenday, which
could be harmful to native Hawaiians, labor, women, and other groups.

OTHER GROUPS, OTHER RIGHTS AT RISK

. Labor - collective bargaining, the establishment of the initiative system in Hawk.ii that is
being used in other states to gut labor’s political influence.

. Wormen - a women's right to choose continues to be under assault in the legislature year
after year.

. Native Hawaiians - the Office of Hawaiian Affairs was created by the 1978 Cohstitutional

Convention and could be in jeopardy if a new convention was convened. In addition
gathering rights are a major concern.
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