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December 28, 1992

The Honorable Albert Gore, Jr.
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C, 20150

Fax# (202)=~228-2611

Re: WTI Hazardous Waste Incineration Plant, E. Liverpcol, Ohio

Dear Senator Gore,

I wish to express my concern and strong opposition to your
recent call for a congressional investigation of the WTT plant in
Ohio.

For the past several years WPI's progress has been scrutinized
by many professional organizations ineluding the USEPA and the
United States Congress; none of which have shown any reason fer
concern regarding a possible safety, health or envirommental hazard
resulting from the operation of this facility. I believe you have
been “Blind-sided" by a group of outspoken radicals who pay little
or no attention to fact and probably couldn't point out East
Liverpool, Ohio on a map if they tried. If you would look at the
facts regarding this plant, you would surely have to change your
position on this matter.

Oour great nation is in need of strong yet intelligent
leadership bhased on educated reasoning and compassion for all
people. FoOr years our government has Placed too much value on land-
filling as a solution to the massive production of waste in this
country. As a result, our water table is progreassively being
poisoned and entire communities have been displaced. We cannot
continue to destroy our environment with "Oouick=Fix" solutions to
problems that affect the entire earth. We must control the waste
problem by a well thought out program of recycling,
incineration,land-filling and educating the public as to how we can
reduce our output of waste.

The technology from whence WTI came is by no means new or un-
tried. It has been developed over a long period of time in Europe
because the population to land ratio facilitated the need for it.
It is a technology which has been vastly improved and made safe for
the public. The same company that designed WTI has plants operating
throughout the world and not once has their been a report of
populations being threatened by their operation.

It is time for our government to assume the responsibility of
educating itself and the public about real solutions to our waste
problem rather than hiding behind an "out of sight-out of mind"
philosophy that renders a temporary fix. Most Americans assume
incineration is a huge metal tank billowing thick black smoke into
the atmosphere. I remember seeing this as a child and I think this
is a misconception that has not been addressed properly.
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The Honorable Albert Gore, Jr.
December 28, 1992
Page Two

In conclusion, WII and other plants like it will be a big part
of our country's future in providing a 1livelihood for many
thousands of people as well as helping to solve one of our greatest
challenges of this and the 21st century. Whether or not Greenpeace,
the Sierra Club and other such organizations accept this fact, be
it known that WTI and other plants like it will achieve its goals
through legal means and with great concern for the earth and it's
people, unlike themselves.

Very Truly ¥Yours,

dptirce L

“"Lawrence D, East
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FROM: Julia Bircher, WTI Publi¢ Relatjions
DATE:  _ | (2 (28/97

RE: WTI DAILY CLIPS
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DISTRIBRUTION:

* Blake Marshall, Von Roll, Inc. FAX: (404) 729-0403
* Chuck Waterman, Bricker & Eckler FAX: (614) 227-2390
* Carcl Cookerly, Cookerly & Co. FAX: (404) 816-3037
* Brad Ritter, Paul Werth Assoc. FAX: (614) 224-8509
* Clark S§. Judge FAX: (202) 462-7736
* Fred J, Mutz FAX:; (202) 463-4394
* Frank Tirrell, BASF FAX: (201) 397-4525
w* Matthias Hensel, BASF FAX: (201) 29%5-9774
* Lorey Roggenkamp, CWM FAX: (614) 881-4468
* Clif webb, DuPont FAX: (302) 773-6392
* Michael Dawson FAX: (614) 466-9354
% Patricia Payne FAX: (614) 466-8898
* Suzanne Kircos, U.S. EPA FAX: (312) 353-1155
* Shelby Thurman-Jackson, Ohio EPA = FAX: (614) 644-2229
* Maureen McFalls, CHMR FAX: (412) 826-5552
* Bob Reincke, CWM _ FAX: (708) 572-1891
* Raymond Wayne, EPIC FAX: (509) 754-0506
* Kim Harris, Congressman Traficant FAX: (202) 225-3719
v Pam McElwee, Senator Gore's office FAX: (202) 228-26511
*

Barry Direnfeld, Swidler & Berlin FAX: (202) 944-4296

1250 Saint George Street, P. 0. Box 1026, East Liverpool, Ohio 43920-6026
Telephone (216) 385-7337
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FROM

TO

WHEELING INTELLIGENCER
Wheeling, W.Va,

December 28,

1992

Family Dump

Vice President-elect Al Gore is
best known for his views on the
environment and his penchant for
tegulation. But this may be yet
another case of a politician
telling America, ‘Do as we say,
not as we do."”

It seems the ‘‘family farm'
where Gore claims 0 have
leamed an appreciation of the
environment is the site of an
open dump, The dump is replete

filiers with waste oil”* and other
undesirable items, reports the
Land Rights News Letter, *

Where's the Superfund team
when you need it?

Not incidentally, Gore had this
10 say in his environmental scare-
tract, “Earth in the Balance':
“Having relied for too long on
the old strategy of ‘out of sight,
out of mind’ we are now running
out of ways to dispose of our

GORE’S OFFICE

P.@2- 182

with “‘old pesticide containers,

wasie in a manner that keeps it
acrosol cans, old tires, used

either out of sigit or mind.”*

EVENING REVIEW
Eaat Liverpool, OH
December 26, 1992

What's progress?

Dear Editor:

[ have been reading in the news-
paper so much about prdgress’ in
Columbiang County, 'Is ‘progress
building a waste incinerator next to
a s¢hool and residential area?

Is progress bringing sludge and
debris from all over the coungry 10
dump in our backyards without
knowing the effects that this will
have on the air we breathe or our
groundwater? B

And finally, is progress takin
homes and productive farmland for
a federal prison? The government
already owns land on which this fa-
cility could be constructed without
.adding a burden to the residents of
Columbiana County. It seems to me
that Columbiana County has be-
come a dumping ground for every-

_thing that no one else wants.

When our officials say we doth
protest too much, I say it is our lives
that depend on it! Maybe the so-
called progressive people in this
community should define what they
mean by progress!

Doris Wolford

Rogers, Chio

TOTAL P.B2
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qhis care today!

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
MARIO J. PALUMBO OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
ATTORNEY GENERAL CHARLESTON 25305
RICHARD L. GOTTLIEB (304) 348-2021
CHIEF DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL November 25, 1992 FAX 348-0140

The Honorable Al Gore
United States Senate

393 Senate Russell Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Gore:

Ashley Schannauer, the Assistant City Solicitor for the City of Pittsburgh, and
| would like to meet with you at your earliest convenience to discuss the Waste
Technologies Industries (WTI) hazardous waste incinerator in East Liverpool, Ohio.
Mr. Schannauer and | have been fighting WTI in court and, in my opinion, the major
problem has been the failure of the U.S. EPA to protect the public health.
Accordingly, | would appreciate hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

I will be in Washington, D.C., the week of December 7, 1992. If that week
is not convenient for you, please let us know when you are available and Ashley and
I will adjust our schedules accordingly. | realize that you are quite busy, and | hope
you can see us. The health and safety of a large number of people in Ohio,
Pennsylvania and West Virginia are at stake.

Very truly yours,

MARIO J. PALUMBO
ATTORNEY GENERAL

MJP/jy

cc: Ashley Schannauer, Esq.
AGOEX
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United States

General Accounting Office !

Washington, D.C. 20548 ‘
i

Office of Congressional Relations ‘

December 9, 1992

The Honorable Albert Gore
United States Senate

Dear Senator Gore: |

We have received your letter of
December 7, 1992, jointly signed by
several of your colleagues, asking
the General Accounting Office to
investigate the process by which the
Environmental Protection Agency
approved the contruction and initial
stages of operation of the WTI
incinerator plant in East Liverpool,
Ohio.

We have forwarded your letter to our
Resources, Community, and Economic
Development Division. Staff from that
Division will contact your office to
discuss this matter further.

Sincerely ycurs,

Linad i»ﬁfﬁk

T. Vincent Griffith
Legislative Attorney
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Greenpeace * 1436 U Street NW » Washington DC 20009 Tel (202 462- 1177
. Tix 89-2359 + Fax (202) 462- 4507

T 3 s T AT E ENV I RONM E N TAL COU N C I L

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Tuesday, December 15, 1992

.CONTAC?‘ Rev. . Dr. John Cheetham, LIVE, 304-387-0786

- Debbie Williams, Save Our County, 216-424-1130
- Scott Sederstrom, Greenpeace, 304-387-1007 '

'TRI-STATE RESIDENTS PRESENT CLINTON/GORE WITH PETITIONS
| | OVER 20 000 SIGNATURES GATHERED OPPOSING W’I‘I

OPPONENTS JAILED IN BID TO PROTECT CHILDREN

' EAST LIVERPOOL, OH. - LITTLE ROCK, AK - In the midst Of the cn-"

going series of trials and. hearings for scores of local residents,

two representatlves of the Tri=State Environmental Council will be
in Little Rock, Arkansas, today to deliver over 20,000 sigriatures’
to President-Elect Bill Clinton and Vice President—Elect ‘Al Gore.
The signatures. and a letter will be delivered by Becky Tobin of
East Liverpool, Ohio, and Beth Knapp of Beaver, Pennsylvanza,_at a .
press conference held at  11:30 p.-m. outside of the Robinson -

. Auditorium on Markham Street in Little Rock where ¢linton and Gore

- are scheduled to attend an environmental meeting, along with ‘the _I

newly named. Admlnlstratcr of the U.s. EPA, Carol Browner.

'-Meanwhlle, in East Liverpool, Ohlo, a press conference w111 be held
- outside the East Liverpool City Hall/Court House to .announce the -

delivery of petitions as well as plans for a parade scheduled for

'-;_January 17, 1992, to thank the Clinton/Gore Administration for

- _'1ntervening in the 12 year battle to stop the WTT incinerator. On:-:
- .. December 7, 1992, ‘Al Gore, following through ‘with a . campaign. -

prcmise, called for a General Accounting Office 1nvestigatlon to'
answer questlons surroundlng the WTI facility : :

~Gcre stated in a news release that issues of safety, legallty of -

the federal permit, ownership of the corporation involved, health
effects of lead and mercury emissions, construction standards, and
faclllty location have been "consistently downplayed or ignored by -
the Environmental . Protection Agency" 'and  that the Clinton/Gore

:Admlnxetratlon "will not issue the permlt needed to. allow test -

burns at the 1nc1nerator." '

- =more=’

RECYCLED PAPER’
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'The press conference in East Liverpool ohio, wzll be held durlng.'”

the lunch . recess of the trials which are ongoing - in ‘the City’s

Munieipal court. The jury trials of eight grandparents and eleven]s R
parents began on Monday, December 14.  The nineteen were arrested - . =~

- at ‘the. WTI facility during the week of November 16, 1992, alonq]j

'f_'W1th over 100 other’ opponents.-

All those, arrested and some bystanders are also faoing c1v11'

“"charges.. ‘Sixteen Ohio Valley residents ~began serving jail;}'
. sentences ordered by Judge Jenklns of Columbiana ‘County Common

'jQPleas Court who had issued an’ injunction for any. protests at the -

. site, . More of the oppcnents will be facing jail time .and fines."
: during the Christmas Holidays.o : . : :

The' petitions: dellvered to Cllnton/Gore Adminlstration were~
sponsored by ‘the: follow1ng Oth Valley organlzatlons.,u -

Save Our County

"-Let’s ‘Improve. Valley Environment .

‘Tri-state Environmental Council.

7'_Pittsburgh Against. Toxic Incineration '
D .Regional Env1ronmental All1ance

"'THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS HAVE PASSED RESOLUTIONS OPPOSING WTI!

'1 State of West Virginia Legislature

Ohio State Medical Association

-;United ‘Automiobile, Aerospace, Aqricultural Implement Workers of“.

America, Local 1714, Lordstown, Ohio

- -American Federation of Teachers
" Ohio Environmental CounCll

Ohlo Citizen Action

_Pittsburgh City Council

¢ity of Steubenville, Ohio -
- Hancock.County Farm Bureau, West Vlrglnla

United steelworkers .of America, District 23, Local 1190, '

. steubenville, Ohio =
- Ohlio Nurses Association, District Three. -j L
7. Board'of Commissioners of- Beaver. County, Pennsylvania.'u‘

chmunications'Workers of America, Local 4300, Youngstokn, tho'

. Fairview Grange, #446, New Manchester, West Vlrginia

. Jefferson County Medical Society

' ..Ohio State Medical Association

gAlleghany County Board of Comm1551oners Pennsylvania
City Council ‘of Toronto, Ohio

: "Wintersv1lle City Council, ohio = - ” R
.. .United Hancock County Fire Fighters Association, West Virginia R
. City of New Cumberland, West Virginia .=

Hancock CQunty Sherlff's Advisory" Committee, West Vlrginia

, Clty of Welrton, Wést Vlrglnia

o —moref'
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i COuncil of Borough of Ohloville, Pennsylvania ,

" city of Chester, West Virginia

City: of Wheeling, West Virginia: - :
‘Haneaqck .County COmmlss1on, West Vlrgznla; ' .
Hancock County Board of Education, West Vlrglnia

- Garden Club of Ohio, Inec. :

West Virginia Environmental Council

~ '8ierra Club Ohio Chapter -

. The Allegheny Group of the Sierra Club, Pennsylvania '
'The Group Agalnst Smog & Pollution Ohio L .

204

IQLETTER TO PRESIDENT-ELECT CLINTON AND VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT AL GORE

T;.FOLLOWS THIS- PRESS RELEASE.
' Fi#
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"TRI-STATE ENVIRO NVM.E'N TAL € b’U"g.qixln'f‘
:-nécémberils, 1992 o o : o |
' Dga:}Prééi&énf-Elect C1inton &nd-Vice,Pfesidené;E;ect:Gbrgéj-f:

. The organizations from the Ohio Valley listed below wish to express . :
- our sincere appreciation and thanks for your reéquest for a full .°
- investigation by the General Accounting Office (GAO) into the Waste. .
K ‘Tehcnodlogies Industries (WII) hazardous waste incinerator-in East
.. Liverpool, Ohio. As you said in your statement, "the legality.of
~ the federal permit, ownership of the corporation involved, health.
. effects of lead and. mercury emissions, construction standards, and -
- facility. location have consistently been dowhplayed or ignored by -
the Environmental Protection. Agency (EPA)." . We could not agree’

- more. Co

For. twelve. years we, the residénts of Ohio, West Virginia, and
‘Pennsylvahia. have been. battling the preoposal, construction, and
‘possible operation of this Swisg owned facility. As you know, the

- ~.incinerator is located .on'-the Ohio. River, 1,100 feet from an.

- 'elementary school. This issue has become a national focal point of -
‘& .grass -roots movement aimed at halting the expansion of-

“inoinerators and the waste that fuels them:

- .In July. &n- EPA Appeals Board acknowledged irregularities in the .
EPA’s permitting process of this incinerator but cleared the way -
.. for a test burn of waste at the facility. - The week before your
- announcement.of ‘a GAO investigation, WTI announced that they were .
. postponing ‘the completion of their shake down burn until January °
. due. to .stack  fan problems. . But upon learning of the GAO ..
Anvestigation, they revised their plans and said they would resume -

- the shake down burn this week.

. Withjthe;poof hiétory of compliance'at hazardous waste.fhdiﬁeratérS"""

. and outstanding questions regarding the permitting: process at the
- WTI facility, a GAO study is a good first step in documenting the
hialth,&nd?safety threats posed by this facility if it should go on . -

.There are also very serious questions about the siting of the WTI '

- facility. It is on a flood plain of the Ohio River,:over two.
- aquifers which are sources of water for millions of households, its
. proximity to an elementary school and college, 300 feet from the
.. hearest home, in a valley where air inversions (occurr two out of.

-~ every three days) and valley stagnation.can trap toxic emissions.

- . The .stack barely clears the rooftops of many homes up hill from the

facility. IR L o L S L
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+‘While Ohio’s Governor George Voinovich has proposed a moratorium on-
".all new hazardous waste incinerators .in.the state, he has exempted
the WTI facility in East Liverpool from this proposal. ~Yet the -
Governor’s own press release protests the fact that. Ohio already"
has 20 percent of the nation’s capacity  for hazardous waste
incineration and he does not want more out of state waste brought .
in. - WTI’s- 1ncinerator,_w1th the largest capacity in the world on’
the border of West Virginia and Pennsylvanla, would attract huge.
amounts of new waste from other states. :

'The Attorney General of West Virginia is seeking a’ permanent- .

' injunction against the operation of the WIT facility and the Ohio .

- . Attorney CGeneral is 1nvest1gat1ng the ownership of the fac111ty.-‘
., Yet, the EPA, in spite of promises of a Msmooth transition" is -

. - &till allowing the facility to proceed toward a test burn. This is

" clearly a slap in the face to0 the residents of the Ohio, West
'-Virginia, Pennsylvania tri-State area and: democracy everywhere..

We- lcok forward to working with your Administratcn on this.-
'-_,Sincerely,;

'Terri Swearingen

Trirstate Environmental COunc1l

Alonzo Spencer
-.Save Our County

.:'_Lisa Tychonev;ch '
' Families Agalnst TOXlC EmlsSLOns

"Carl Uccel;nl | _
.Reqicnal.Envircnmental Alliance

'Scott Sikora .
Steubenville/We1rton Agianst Inc1neratlon

Dorothy Uccelini |
"~ Save Our Valley o

Connie Stein
_ sos ' .

_ Gabriel Amersbach
;”.Pittsburgh Agalnst Tox1c Incineration

'--Jlll Bradley
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.HOPE.

sherrie Wright . '
Q;Let's Improve: Valley Envxronment

¥k TOTAL PAGE.DBAT #x
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. NATTONAL ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORT GAO INVESTIGATION OF WII
o "AS GOOD FIRST STEP" R |

o December 16, 1992, '
?De?fﬂéresideﬁt-Eleét'C1inton and Vice Preéident-Elect'Gbrei"'

The sixteen national organizations listed below wish to express our
sincere appreciation and thanks for your reguest. for a full
investigation by the General Accounting Office (GAO) into the Waste
Technologies Industries (WIT) hazardous waste incinerator in East
‘Liverpool, Ohio.. As you said in your statement, "the legality of
the fedeéral permit,. ownership of the '‘corporation involved, health
.effects. of lead and mercury emissions, construction standards, and
. facility location have consistently been downplayed or ignored by -
‘the. Environmental Protection Ageéncy (EPA)."  We could not agree
nore. - ' - S : B

' For twelve years, the residents of Ohio, West Virginia, and
Pennsylvania have beem battling the proposal, construction, and
possible operation of this Swiss owned facility. As you know, the
. incinerator is located on the Ohio River, 1,100 feet from an
- elementary school. This issue has become a national focal point of
- a grass. roots' movement aimed at halting the expansion: of

;; incinerators and the waste that fuels thenm.

- In July an' EPA Appeals Board acknowledged irregularities. in the
"EPA’s permitting process of this incinerator but cleared the way
for a test burn of waste at the facility. The week before. your
announcement. ‘of a GAO. investigation, WTII anncunced that they were
‘postporiing the completion of their shake down burn until January
..due to stack fan problems. ‘But upon ‘learning of the GAO.
-investigation, .they revised their plans and said they would resume

.f_thesghake'down.hurn-this week.

. With the poor history of compliance at hazardous waste incinératdﬁs,f;'
~* and.outstanding questions regarding the permitting process at the -
~ WTI facility, a GAO study is.a good first step in documenting the

health and safety threats posed by this facility if it should go om
line. o . A o _ - e

" There are also very serious questions about the siting of the WTI -
- facility. It is on a flood plain of the Ohio River, 0ver;§wo-
‘aquifers which.are sources of water for millions of households, 1its
- proximity to an elementary school and college, 300 feet from the
. nearest  home, in a valley where air inversions (occur two.out of
 every three days) and valley stagnation can trap toxic emissions.
' The stack barely clears the rooftops of many homes up hill from the =
facility.: ' I R o '

‘ Whi1e}0hioisVGovérnor'Géere'Voinovich-has prcpqsedja.moratotihm on
all new hazardous waste incinerators in the state, he'has exempted
" the WII facility in East ‘Liverpool from’thig proposalﬁ._Yet"the
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Governor 's own press release protests the fact that oOhio alreadyaj'
has 20 percent of the nation’s capacity for hazardous waste-
: incineration and he does not want more out of state waste brought .
in. WTI’s incinérator, with the largest capacity in the world on =
..the border of West Virginia and Pennsylvania, would attract huqe
}amounts of new waste from other states. : .

-_The Attorney ‘General of West 'Virginia is seeking a permanent.

. -injunction against the operation of the WTI facility. and the Ohio_ :
Attorney General is investigating the ownership of the facility.
‘Yet, the EPA, in spite of promises of a "smooth transition":is-
still allowing the facility to proceed toward a test burn. This is
" clearly a slap in the. face to the residents of the Ohio, West .
'Virqinia, Pennsylvania tri- State area and democracy everywhere.'

" We look forward to working Wlth your Administration on' this andf
".other related issues. :

| Sincerely, -
5Phil'C1app/Ren Broﬁn ;3 S _Carl Casebolt o L
_Clean'water Action_ S 'National Council of Churches" .
Lisa Collaton ' _ Rhona Kisch : ' -
EnVironmental Action ' ' _Natural Resources Defense Council
' Nikki Roy S - paniel J. Weiss
Environmental- Defense Fund- Sierra Club
'.Rick-Hind,- o - | -Carolyn Hartmann : ' .
- Greenpeace S o u. S. ‘Public Interest Research Group
'Marchant Wentworth o Will collette : ; :
.Izaak Walton League of America Western Organization of Resource :
_ ‘Councils ' - '
1Ross Bluestein - L Victor McMahan
_National Toxics Campaiqn ;_Friends of the Earth
Lois ¢ibbs = : B - Jay Feldman - '
Citizens. c1earing House - National Coalition Against
for Hazardous Waste . the Misuse of PestiCides .
*-Richard Regan R S '.-Mick Harrison - '
.. Center for Policy o ,Government Accountability Project
, Alternatives ' ' : :

*% TOTAL PAGE.BB3 *x



Southwest Network for Environmental and Economic Justice

Coardinating Council
Co-Chairs
Robin Cannop
Los Angeles, CA
Richard Mogte
Albuquarque, NM
Odessa Ramirez
Carson City, NV
Rubén Solis
San Antonio, 1X

Members

Arizona:

Rose Marie Augustine
Tucson

Mike Flores
Sells

Francieco Navarelt
Phoeaix

Carletta Talous)
Havasupai Nation

California:
Joséd Bravo
San Dicgo
Pamela Chiavg
Oakland
Lupe Martinez
Fresoo

Colorado:
Mike Maes
Denver

New Mexico:
Lucy Chaley
Bloomfield
Michael Guenero
Albuquerque
Carlos Marentes
Southern NM
Katalina Musjz
Albuquerque

. Nevwdu?

Alyson Murphy
Verdi

William Rosge, St.
Western Shoshone
Nation

Texas:

Susana Alinanza
Austin

Antonjo Diaz
Austin

Patsy Oliver
Texarkana

Youth:
Brenda Castillo
Austin, TX
Nestor Valls
Los Angeles. CA

Mexico:
Maurilio Sinchez
Pachuea

Tijuana

P,0. Box 7399 » Albuquerque, New Mexico 87194 « (505) 242-0416 « FAX (505) 2425609

* * * FAX MEMORANDUM * * * FAXMEMORANDUM * * *

December 15, 1992

Vice-President-Elect Gore
U.S. Senate

393 Russell Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510-4202

Dear Vice-President-Elect Gore:

The Southwest Network for Environmenta! and Economic Justice is a multi-issue,
multi-racial coalition of activists, grassroots and community organizations, native
nations, trade unions and student groups fighting environmental and economic
injustice in six southwestern states and Mexico.

The Southwest Network opposes the startup of the Waste Technologies Industries
toxic incinerator in East Liverpool, Ohio. As activists and community leaders in the
grassroots environmental justice movement for the last two decades, we have seen
this kind of development at the unacceptable cost of community suffering and
environmental degradation.

The Southwest Network also supports your decision and promise to help stop this
incinerator, and hopes that you will continue in your efforts in this direction.

Please contact our regional office in Albuquerque, New Mexico, if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,

WMovr—

Richard Moore
Coordinator



