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CANADA

PRIME MiNnISTER . PREMIER MINISTRE

January 22, 1993
RERSONAL

Dear al,

Congratulations again on yYour remarkable
achievement.

While he was Canada’s Ambassador to the
United States, Mr. Derek Burney informed Senator Wirth
that the Province of British Columbia has suspended its
review of the proposed mine while a land use study is
undertaken by the British Columbia Resources and
Environment Commissioner., The 6tudy will determine
whether mining is compatible with the wildernesg
character and other land uses in the region. No new
claims or mine developments will be allowed in the
region while the study goes forwarad,

The Commissioner’s mandate includes full
public consultation with all interested parties. on a
recent visit to Washington, the Commigsioner made it
clear in briefings on Capitol Hill that your
contribution would be most welcome. This process
should be given the opportunity to function.
Accordingly, ih\m¥ view any decision on further action
or review, includ ng a possible reference to the
International Joint Commission, is premature.

The Honorable Al Gore, Jr.
Vice-President of the United states of America
Washington, Dc
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Thank you for bringing your concerns to my
attention. The Government will be watching closely the
progress of the British Columbia land use study.

Yours sincerely, .

WWWWW

WVW
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: KATIE MCGINTY

SUBJECT: THE WINDY CRAGGY COPPER MINE PROJECT ON THE TATSHENSHINI
RIVER.
2-5-93

The Tatshenshini is considered the "most wild" river in
North America. The river's headwaters are in the Yukon and it
flows through British Columbia into Glacier Bay, Alaska.

The river supports a spectacular variety of wildlife,
including the Glacier Grizzly bear, that is found only in this
area. The river is currently threatened by a proposal by the
Geddes Mining Company to open the largest open pit copper mine in
the world on the banks of the Tat in British Columbia, at the
"Windy Craggy" summit.

Over the past two years, Vice President Gore has played an
active role in trying to stop the proposed mine. He has written
to PM Mulroney expressing his concerns about the potential
environmental impact of the mine. (Acid mine drainage would
threaten fish species and a plan has not been developed that
could ensure that toxic tailings could safely be contained.
Moreover, to operate the mine, a road would have to be cut
through this pristine area.)

Recent Developments:

On Dec. 14, Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve was
designated by UNESCO's World Heritage Committee as a World
Heritage Site. (Vice President Gore issued a statement
commending this action and expressing his hope that this would
mean an end to further consideration of the Geddes copper mine).
Although this is essentially a superficial designation that
expresses UNESCO's sense that this area is worthy of preservation
for its beauty and cultural importance, this designation
potentially affects the Windy Craggy project through obligations
accorded governments who are signatories to the World Heritage
Convention of 1972. Article 6 of that convention says that "Each
States Party to this Convention undertakes not to take any
deliberate measure which might damage directly or indirectly the
cultural or natural heritage referred to in Articles 1 and 2
situated on the territory of other State Parties to this
Convention”.

Moreover, the British Columbia Resources and Environment
minister recently undertook an assessment of the Geddes copper
mine project and its potential environmental impacts. The
Commission on Resources and Environment (CORE) Report on
Tatshenshini/Alsek Land Use was issued on Jan 20. Among the



findings were:

o) International fisheries are at severe risk. U.S. and
Canadian salmon runs were defined to be at severe risk from
tailing and acid drainage, if the holding areas for exposed rock
were disturbed. The report stated, "Exposed tailings left along
stream and river banks after such a breach would continue to
generate acidity and metals in solution indefinitely.
Destruction of fish habitat would be essentially permanent."”

o} Abandonment hazards. The report found that during long term
abandonment at similar large scale mines, there is often no long
term monitoring and maintenance of the site. As a result, the
report concluded that, "It is not at all clear that the proposed
long term mitigation will occur, as postulated, and the risk of
acid rock drainage may well increase over time."

o) Watershed contamination. During sorting of the copper from
wastes, the report found a high probability of acid waste
reaching the Alsek river and leading to "chronic contamination of
the Frobisher/Alsek watershed”.

o Costs versus benefits. The study undertook a benefit/cost
analysis to assess the economic return to BC of the various land
use options for the Tat area. The expected return to the
province from the preservation of the area was $410 million; the
return of the mining alternative was $360 million.

The conclusion of the report was that "the current mining
plan poses substantial environmental risks." The Commissioner of
this report has asked for a six month public comment period, to
include both US and Canadian government and citizen's input on
possible options for the BC government.

Your meeting has been receiving a considerable amount of
press in Canada, much of which has focused on the Tat issue.
Speculation is high among both the press -- especially in Canada
-- and environmental groups over whether the Tat will be
discussed in today's meeting with Prime Minister Mulroney. I
understand that Mulroney has been extensively briefed on the Tat
and may well mention the issue himself. I am attaching a recent
letter from him on this subject.

Talking Points:

0 I understand the complex issues that surround the Windy Craggy
copper mine proposal. Vice President Gore, our Environmental
Protection Agency, and the Department of Interior have expressed
concerns about the potential environmental impacts of the
proposal.

o PM Mulroney has been very responsive to those concerns, and I
certainly appreciate the cooperation of the Canadian government



in this matter.

o) Most recently, the BC government issued a report on this
project and called for a 6 month comment period to begin. They
have invited our participation in this process.

o] I look forward to participating in this process and I will
ask the Secretary of Interior, the Administrator of the EPA and
other members of my team to make it a top priority.



TO: The Vice President
FROM: Katie

gUBJEgT: Possible Mention of Tatshenshini River in Mulroney Mtg,
-4-9

Speculation is high among both the press -- especially in
Canada -- and environmental groups over whether the Tat will be
discussed in tomorrow's meeting with Prime Minister Mulroney. I
understand that Mulroney has been extensively briefed on the Tat
and may well mention the issue himself. I am attaching a recent
letter from him on this subject.

You should know some of the latest details of the Tat. On
Dec. 14, Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve was designated by
UNESCO's World Heritage Committee as a World Heritage Site. (You
issued a statement commending this action and expressing your
hope that this meant an end to further consideration of the
Geddes copper mine). Although this is essentially a superficial
designation that expresses UNESCO's sense that this area is
worthy of preservation for its beauty and cultural importance,
this designation potentially affects the Windy Craggy project
through obligations accorded governments who are signatories to
the World Heritage Convention of 1972. Article 6 of that
convention says that "Each States Party to this Convention
undertakes not to take any deliberate measure which might damage
directly or indirectly the cultural or natural heritage referred
to in Articles 1 and 2 situated on the territory of other State
Parties to this Convention".

Moreover, the British Columbia Resources and Environment
minister recently undertook an assessment of the Geddes copper
mine project and its potential environmental impacts. The
Commission on Resources and Environment (CORE) Report on
Tatshenshini/Alsek Land Use was issued on Jan 20. Among the
findings were:

0 International fisheries are at severe risk. U.S. and
Canadian salmon runs were defined to be at severe risk from
tailing and acid drainage, if the holding areas for exposed rock
were disturbed. The report stated, "Exposed tailings left along
stream and river banks after such a breach would continue to
generate acidity and metals in solution indefinitely.
Destruction of fish habitat would be essentially permanent."

©  Abandonment hazards. The report found that during long term
abandonment at similar large scale mines, there is often no long
term monitoring and maintenance of the site. As a result, the
report concluded that, "It is not at all clear that the proposed
long term mitigation will occur, as postulated, and the risk of
acid rock drainage may well increase over time."



o Watershed contamination. During sorting of the copper from
wastes, the report found a high probability of acid waste
reaching the Alsek river and leading to "chronic contamination of
the Frobisher/Alsek watershed".

o Costs versus benefits. The study undertook a benefit/cost
analysis to assess the economic return to BC of the various land
use options for the Tat area. The expected return to the
province from the preservation of the area was $410 million; the
return of the mining alternative was $360 million.

The conclusion of the report was that "the current mining
plan poses substantial environmental risks." The Commissioner of
this report has asked for a six month public comment period, to
include both US and Canadian government and citizen's input on
possible options for the BC government.

Environmental groups are VERY concerned with the huge amount
of press your meeting has been receiving in Canada. They fear
that if the river is not mentioned in the President's discussion
with Mulroney, this signals a retreat by Clinton from your
earlier positions. They would like either you or the President
to at least mention your continuing concern over the issue.
Further, they would very much like to see a suggestion of
bilateral negotiations to designate the Tat/Glacier Bay/Kuane

National Park in the Yukon as the world's largest wilderness
area.

Recommendation:

If the Tat does come up in the meeting, you should voice
your support for the six month public comment period -- with the
understanding that the US is still very concerned over the Tat
and will fully participate and submit comments on the CORE
report. A separate statement on this issue at a press conference
is not advised.



Tanadtan Tmbassy Ambassade n Janada

501 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20001

February 3, 1993

Mr. Roy Neel
Special Assistant to the President and

Chief of Staff to the Vice President
Office of the Vice President of the United States
0ld Executive Office Buildina, Rcom 272
17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20501

Dear Mr. Neel,

I am pleased to transmit to you the advance text of a
letter from the Right Honourable Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister of
Canada, to the Vice President of the United States regarding the
proposed Windy Craggy mine. The original will follow shortly.

Further to the attached, one additional development has
occurred which may be of interest. An interim report issued by
the British Columbia Resources and Environment Commission on
January 20 reviews the wilderness values and mining potential in
the concerned area. It analyses the environmental, technical,
economic and regulatory implications of three land use options
identified - wilderness preservation, mining and a delayed
decision. The Commissioner has recommended six months of public
consultation, to include relevant United States interests, prior
to the British Columbia Government making a decision on land use
for the area.

We would be pleased to respond to any additional
concerns about this issue.

incerely,

Marc A. Brault
Charge d'affaires, a.i.



Qanadian Tmbassy Ambassade du Canada

501 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.cC. 20001

February 3, 1993

Mr. Roy Neel
Special Assistant to the President and

Chief of Staff to the Vice President
Office of the Vice President of the United States
0ld Executive Office Buildinag, Room 272
17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20501

Dear Mr. Neel,

I am pleased to transmit to you the advance text of a
letter from the Right Honourable Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister of
Canada, to the Vice President of the United States regarding the
proposed Windy Craggy mine. The original will follow shortly.

Further to the attached, one additional development has
occurred which may be of interest. An interim report issued by
the British Columbia Resources and Environment Commission on
January 20 reviews the wilderness values and mining potential in
the concerned area. It analyses the environmental, technical,
economic and regulatory implications of three land use options
identified - wilderness Preservation, mining and a delayed
decision. The Commissioner has recommended six months of public
consultation, to include relevant United States interests, prior
to the British Columbia Government making a decision on land use
for the area.

We would be pleased to respond to any additional
concerns about this .issue.

incerely,

(9oo o

Marc A. Brault
Charge d'affaires, a.i.




GANADA

PRIME MINISTER PREMIER MINIGTRE

January 22, 1993
PEREONAL

Dear al,

Congratulations again on your remarkable
achievemaent.

I write to report pursuant to your letter of
September 30 expressing concern over the proposed Windy
Craggy copper mine in the Alsek Tatshenshlnl Rivers-’
region of northern British Columbia,

While he was Canada’s Ambassador to the
United States, Mr. Derek Burney informed Senator Wirth
that the Province of British Columbia has suspended its
review of the proposed mine while a land use study is
undertaken by the British Columbia Resources and
Environment Commissioner. The study will determine
whether mining is compatible with the wilderness
character and other land uses in the region. No new
claims or mine developments will be allowed in the
region while the study goes forward.

The Commissioner’s mandate includes full
public consultation with all interested parties. On a
recent visit to Washington, the Commissioner made it
clear in briefings on Capitol Hill that your
contribution would be most welcome. This process
should be given the opportunity to function.
Accordingly, in my view any decision on further action
or review, including a possible reference to the
International Joint Commission, is premature.

The Honorable Al Gore, Jr.
Vice=President of the United States of America
Washington, DC



Thank you for bringing your concerns to my
attention. The Government will be watching closely the
progress of the British Columbia land use study.

Yours sincerely,

WWWWW

W*’/«/&W



Ganadian Tmbassy Ambassade du Ganada

501 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20001

February 3, 1993

Mr. Roy Neel ,
Special Assistant to the President and

Chief of Staff to the Vice President
Office of the Vice President of the United States
0ld Executive Office Building, Room 272
17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20501

Dear Mr. Neel,

I am pleased to transmit to you the advance text of a
letter from the Right Honourable Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister of
Canada, to the Vice President of the United States regarding the
proposed Windy Craggy mine. The original will follow shortly.

Further to the attached, one additional development has
occurred which may be of interest. An interim report issued by
the British Columbia Resources and Environment Commission on
January 20 reviews the wilderness values and mining potential in
the concerned area. It analyses the environmental, technical,
economic and regulatory implications of three land use options
identified - wilderness preservation, mining and a delayed
decision. The Commissioner has recommended six months of public
consultation, to include relevant United States interests, prior
to the British Columbia Government making a decision on land use
for the area.

We would be pleased to respond to any additional
concerns about this issue.

Al

incerely,

Marc A. Brault
Charge d'affaires, a.i.
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American Regers

BY FAX
! MEMORANDUN
To: Pam McElwée
From: Tom Cassidy
Date: February 2, 1993

Subject: Alsek-Tatshenshini River system

Enclosed is Tatshenshinl Wild’s preliminary extract of material
from the new British Columbia Commission on Resources and
Environment (CORE) Report of Tatshenshini / Alsek Land Use. The
material is devastating to the proposed project.

Note that the risk to fisheries is identified as unavoidable,
permanent. or large-scale salmon habitat destruction once every 12
4 -~ By itself, that prediction indicates probable violations
“Lo ihe Roundary Waters Treaty of 1909 and the World Heritage

Coavention of 19725 .not to mention being contrary to spirit, if

~hot the law of the Pacific Salmon Treaty.

As T mentioned, two copies of the report are on their way to me
and I would be pleased to provide you with one of the reports.

[
If you have any questions about any of these Tatshenshini
matters, please don’t hesitate to give me a ecall. I have
extensive background materials on all elements of the project, as '
well as analyses of the Boundary Waters Treaty’s provisions for
references to the International Joint Commission and a report on
the legal ramifications of World Heritage Site designation.

Have fun.

Post-It™ brand fax transmitnal memo 7671 | # of pages »

“Tam N Elwee P Tom Constd
z AN Whike Houee [™ P\WSQY:\Q% Ké\) ;
ept. Phone # gt_i»z “&\QQ
Fax # L&S%_, ng‘ Fax # 5,\{3_-@'_* >

enclosure

~ 801 PexNsyIvANIA AVE., S.E. i+

Surre 400 P
WasHmngton, DC 20003 _
(202) 547-6900 T
a member of Earth Share.
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Ac1d Rock Dramage (ARD) Hazards
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“ the main risk presentea‘ by the open pir and. underground campzmems
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World Hent_age Conventlon & Glacler Bay Natlonal Park

; T}Je /amer A:sek R:ver ﬁows cbmucfh Gjac;er Bay Na uom} Park w}u }7 m
1992 'was designated a:World Hen:age Site by the. World
of UNESCO, T his deszgnanan potendally affecrs

;,‘Ebe Wmdy Craggy projec: through obligatons p!a

- government. As a signer of the 1572 World. Henca
S subzecc to Ar:rc/e 6 wiucb prowa’es thac

D cember_
Hencage .S}:a C‘ommzrree '
regula:ory approva! of ©
ced on the Canadian
ge Conven_.':on__ Canada s

eac}z .S‘tace Pany ta c}us _ Ccmvem:mn vnder:akes nor to. cake
_ any. deliberage measure which . mighc damage d)recrly or
mdzrecd_y ‘the cm’mral . or na mral heritage referred o in

'__J?._‘__'Arades 1 and 2 s:mared . on. L‘!Je :ernmry af oz:ber .S'tate
'Paraes o dns conVen aon o . . _

/215 prowdes an appormmz.y for argumencs to be made z:har po e na!
enwmnmem'a! risks = for exampls, risks to fish babmar and m;graro:y bears e

associated with the Windy Craggy project may threaten atmibures - of Glacier Bay
Na Dona] Pam, a&us creagng the posszb:/:g/ of breacf} of Amcle 5 (P 83, Vol. I) '
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1L Internatlona] Slgmﬁcance

N ’fn L‘ema aona//y and pmwn c;a/[y s:gmﬁcan ¢ specza/ fear tures in d Ud e

o . '.‘T he Ta rsbenshmz A’zver ranked oné. of dze mp mfdemess rafamr i nvers in
. the world: ne ocher river in Bridgsh Columbia or - Canada prowdes a sum/ar '
o !eng:iz of m!demess e}penence fmm an interiar ro coasr fandscape
»

.ﬂb’zﬂh numbe rs of gﬂzz/y bears suppor:ed b_y an Lmusuaf{y .’usu& babz:ac

3 - ' _:Maunc Fa:rweacher d:'e bfgbest pam: md; dze grea rest mpe:zgra, ‘m rel]ef .
a _;_:L Enasﬁ Co!umb:a and o jd-c.ass moumameermg area

e _ASevera! rare /b]fd and mamma"f spec1es m a&e'- prowncg‘f._._._a'.}jaf 45 of .
FRE Erms!: Co!umbja s 500 rare p!anc speaes ‘ ' o

v A'._Tbe E/ue Jaaer Eear a rare. ca/aud p};ase af ch_ bfaa\' eaf'r,'_m':_}"chfmayg. '
--.__,.'--'.'__onf_yoccurm d;e ’amrA!sekaerarea ';’-" T

__j_ﬁsf:er'es resovrces _ mc/ua'mg sajn*an papalauons dzar supuon "a".'-_
- commercial fishery in. Alaska and are a 'rmca} food . source for che area s .
et bzg}: papu]aucm of crrzm it bears " (Pages 36 & 37 \/01 I) E
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7' /Je CoascMoun rain range dzroucrb wfuch c};e Alsek and T a rs})enshmz rivers

_an tains. cbe Jargest non-pelar icecap in the ww‘/d and. some. of cbe b;ggesr vabey
: faciers in Canada The combinadon’ of the mild " Pacific mﬁuenc ‘and u‘ze glacial

,:}usm rv of the area’ has pmdaced an excepaona!]y d)verse range of .
. biophkysical . conditons.. L_be region conrains:- bab:cars .nor. fazma’
'anym':ere e!se Jn Canada - (P 26 Vol I\ A

2 Blodlversn:y

-_T be Y, arsbensfum/A/sek area compnses c/zree ecosecnons mcz’udmg parr o‘ che.f':‘j
,'_ifc !d Ranges, 90 percent of the Tatshenshini Basm and  the Alsek Ranges. : Tbe :
Is currendly no represemaaan af ¢ any. of chese E'CUSECULJAJS in_Brigsh Co._/ugjbga s_;
frorecreda reas...” " (P: 26 Vol. Do o S L

- 3 anzhes

- Tbe' Tars}:ensblm/AIsek area s, one af cbe }asr saongbo!ds of a
l-'_:_'cbnvmg gnzzly populadon in - Narcb Amenca .One of the besc babz:azs for -

- grizzlies in B.C and Canada is 7' ats L.reex fze dze /ocaaor of J:e vmposed
:"*mme/mw size] " (P.29, VoL1) - o :
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~Tourism -
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?'1-:’"BENEFTT/COST VALUES:
Preservatmn Vs. Mmmg Optmns

A

-_;One of the studles conrracted by CORE underrool' a beneflu’c05t values srud,r o
-assess the économic return to Brmsh Col urhbia of the various; land use opmons for,
the Tatshenshlm-Alsek The conclusxons of thls assessmenc were i

“TJJe expecred remm [m cbe prowncej fmm se]ecung Fhef”-"
presemaan a)remaave is $4}Dm1!han.. rp 55 Vol 1) e
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To: Katie McGinty, Pam McElwee QRESERVATION

From: Tom Cassidy
Date: February 4, 1993
Subject: Friday’s Meeting: End of the Day Update

Rumors fly and it 1s hard to know what to belicve. TF anything.

However, it is my understanding that the Prime Minister has been
extensively briefed on Tatshenshini. The Prime Minister may well
raise Tatshenshini himself, and take the position that British
Columbia is undertaking a thorough review of the proposal, that
governmental responsibility for the matter rests at the
Provincial level, and that if the Province decides that mineral
development is an. appropriate land use for the area, then the
Federal government will ensure that all international agreements
will be fully honored.

The problem that remains with this explanation is that every
governmental review of the fisheries and water quality impacts of
the project has concluded that severe impacts to US downstream
resources can be expected. 0f course, the most recent, not to
mention extensive analysis of project impacts is the BC CORE
study, released on January 20. I have previously FAXED to Pan
the extracts from the CORE report prepared by Tatshenshini wild
and Ric Careless. Perhaps the most important fact highlighted in
that analysis is that unavoidable, permanent or large scale
habitat destruction of salmon populations can be expected every
12 years as a result of tailings dam failures. By itself, that
prediction demonstrates a clear violation of the Boundary Waters
Treaty, and probable violations of both the Pacific Salmon Treaty
and World Heritage Convention. The unavoidable reality is that
the proposed Windy Craggy mine remains "an environmental
nightmare."

Ideally, tomorrow’s meeting presents the Clinton / Gore
administration with an opportunity to initiate a truly historic
process of cooperation between the two nations to create a
landmark international protected area. The world-class values of
this area are increasingly well-known, though we perhaps too
often forget that this is not merely an "issue," the Tatshenshini
is a spectacular and special wild land. The Alsek / Tatshenshini
could become "the world’s largest international wilderness area,"
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the 'world’s largest World Heritage Site," or the "first
international biodiversity reserve." Whatever we may choose to
call it, the first step is for Canada and the United States to
agree that the internationally significant values of this
spectacular region should be protected.

And, finally, on a very personal note, I’'m very excited that
Vice-President Gore has stepped forward on this issue. I
remember when I first learned about this unpronounceable river
over beer and Mexican food at a Juneau restaurant more than three
years ago. Since then, American Rivers has invested significant
resources into preserving the Tatshenshini, including naming it
as one of the "Ten Most Endangered Rivers" each of the past three
years. A key moment in the issue came last April when Senator
Gore announced the introduction of SJR 290 at American Rivers’
Endangered Rivers press conference.

Tomorrow promises to be another key day in our efforts to
preserve the Tatshenshini. We are all fortunate to be involved
in this issue, And I am confident that our efforts will result
in preserving the Tatshenshini. The only question is whether the
process will last years with persistent and unresolved threats to
this spectacular natural area or whether governments can move
forward with a creative vision of a future that will preserve
this magnificent land of glaciers and grizzlies for future
generations.

Thanks for all your efforts. Good luck. Have fun. Call on me
if you need any additional assistance.
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- OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
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From: Peter M. Enticknap
: TATSHENSHINI INTERNATIONAL
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Comments: | WAS ADVISED THE PRESIDENT WILL MEET WITH
MULRONEY ON FRIDAY. CANADIAN PRESS REPORTS TAT ON
AGENDA. OUR CREDIBILITY IS ON THE LINE IF THE ISSUE IS
NOT RAISED. WOULD HELP ENORMOUSLY FOR PERMANENT
PROTECTION IF PRESIDENT EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER
THE ISSUE. CNN TO SHOW TAT FILM WE PRODUCED ON
FRIDAY.

GEDDES RESOURCES LOBBYIST MEETING WITH STATE DEPT.
AND OTHERS FOR SUPPORT. B.C."CORE"REPORT VERY
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mHow a tucked—away corner of B.C. may get on Frlday S Washmgton agenda

)'I'I‘AWA

IVE weeks a&er becommg Vlce-Pm i
dent of the United States, Al Gore'
made his first pronouncement on his*-
field of specialty, the environment. . }
{is target: a proposed Canadian mine in the

rorthwestern corner of British Columbia. -
Mr. Gore was hailing the designation of
5lacier Bay National Park on the Alaskan

anhandle as a“world heritage site. A mo-

nent later, he suggested this designation
hould encourage Canada to designate the
“atshenshini and Alsek nver basins as a wil-

wlerness area...
el

:....r...

=il prospects for a.copper mine at Windy

“raggy mountain, That mine has been pro-

«~'0sed by Geddes Resources, which claims: |
°= he ore body is among the richest anywhere;
> < nough to supply 1 per cent of the wodd 5

PR r»—r‘*m—»_-,-—

< opperneedsfortwodemdc&

> By lmphcatlon such a demgnanon would'

side$ by ‘Alaska; Most Canadians have

";ClubTa

- Wmdy Ciaggywﬂl not be formally on'the _
agenda Friday when Prime Minister Brian

Mutroney meets President Bill Clinton. But
given Mr.. Gore’s. interest in it, and his role

as the administration’s top env1ronmental 10

spokesman, Mr. Mulroney should not be
surprised if the issue comes up.

“" Windy Craggy sits in an uninhabited cor-

‘fet of B.C.;as far from Vancouver and the

.Albertaborder as you can get. Just south of -

Yukon; it i almost surrounded on three

never hieard of the area, let alone visited it.
Each year, about 1 GOOraﬁexs head down

the TatshenshmlRwer and that’s the waya -
Vancouver-based group cal]ed Tatshensh1m

Wild Wan# thifgs to remaini -5
With othér.

environmental gmups in Can

ada, and bigUS. goupssucha.sthe&enag _
enshini Wild has’tried to pres- |-
* sure the fede:z.l and provmc:al governments .

Hist preservanon of the Tatshenshini water-
shed as one of their top three priorities in
North America (killing James Bay 2 in
northern Quebecbmng another). . . @

Al Gore is, of course, the environmental-
ists’ champlon. Last spring, while still 2 sen-
ator, he co-sponsored a resolution in Comn- °
gress urging reference of the Windy Craggy

development to the Intemational Joint

Commission. If the northwestern corner of - o
B.C. were declared wilderness, he claimed, .

it. could be combined with Kuane National

Park in Yukon and the Wrangell- St.. Elias -
~ and Glacier Bay national parks in Alaska to.
' create the world’s largest wilderness park.

The Windy Craggy promoters, however,

“say their development will require only a .

~ small portion of the land in dispute. They
claim their road and pipeline can be’ built

without damaging the environment. And, -

of course, they point to jobs in northem

B.C., southem Yukon and Alaska — espe: T

cially the town of Hames where the ore
would be transshipped. .. :
The Alaskan govemment and Alaska’
representatives in the U.S. Senate and
House agree with Geddes. They want de-

velopment to proceed, partly for the poten- -

tial benefits and partly for the precedent of
developing other mine sites’ along the
Alaska panhandle.” .- - :

Wmdy Craggy’s bxggest headache is how

o dispose of masses of excess rock left be-
hind after the ore is extracted. Exposed to

oxygen, this rock leaks acid that can wind-
up m nivers, killing fish kilometres down-.
stream. Wmdy Craggy also sitsina sclsnnc
area between two major fault systems: -

. Geddex claims it can store the rock, cov-—
ered by many feet of water, behind huge res-

|. training walls. Underwater air can’t get at’
it to start the acid leaching. Doubters, who-
. include NDP MP Jim Fulton (Skeena),”

say sxmﬂar eﬂ’orts at anothcr mine in

northern British Columbia have failed.
The B.C. government, caught between
mining interests and environmentalists, has
sent the proposal for a year-long land-use -
study. A preliminary report outlined the ob-
vious options: a wilderness area, mining, or
further delay. Chances are the final report
will steer a middle path, leaving the govern-_
ment with the option of declarmg the areaa -
wilderness zone — and compensating the °.
company — or authorizing a federal -pro-

_ vincial environmental assessment. - K

‘If B.C. chooses the assessment route it
will be a five-ringed circus with Ottawa, -

'B.C., the United States, Geddes and the en- .
vironmentalists all pitching in. Given the

passions involved and the labyrinthine as-
sessment procedures in Canada, my guess is
that Windy Craggy will be fought every step

~ ofthe way.

Who knows? Maybe even Al Gore hlm- _

s selfmxg"hthke to make a submlssxon
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How a tucked-away corner of B.C. may get on Fnday s Washington agenda

O"ITAWA . N
[VE weeks after beooming Yice-Presi-
dent of the United States, Al Gore
made tus firsc an his
field of specialty, the emviroament.

His targer: a proposed Canadian mine ia the

porthwestern corner of British Columbna.

Mr. Gore was hailing the designation of
Glader Hay National Park on the Alaskan
panhandle as 3 world heritage site. A mo-
ment (ater, he suggested this designation
sitould encourage Canada o designate the
Tarshenshini and Alsek river basins a3 2 wil-
deruess area.

By implicanon. such 2 designation would
kill prospects for a copper mine at Windy
Craggy mountain. That mine has been pro-
posed by Geddes Resources, which daiou
the ore body is among the richest anywhere,
enough ta supply | per cent of the world’s
copper needs for two decades,

Windy Craggy will not be formally ou the
agenda Friday when Prime Minister Brian
Mulroaey meets President Bill Qlinton. But

given Mr. Gore's interest in iz, and his rote
ucbeadmmmmons environmental

spokesman, Mr. Mukoncyshouldnmbc

stupmed.tfthewmup.

Craggy sits in an unmhalrited cor-
n:rofB.C. 23 far from Vancouver and the
Alberta bovder as you can get. Just south of
Yukon, it is almost supouaded on dhree
sides by Alaska. Most Canadians have
aever Yeard of the area, let alone visited it
Each vear, about (.000 rafters bead down
the Tashenshini River, and that's the way a
Vancouver-based group called Tatshenshing
Wild waats things to remain.

With other environmental groups in Can-
ada, and big U.S. groups such as the Sicrra
Club, Tatshenshinz Wild has ted to pres-
sare che federal and provinaal

governments
m_knpdleampnsune.US 2roups now

st preservation of the Tacshenshini water-
shed as one of cheir top three prionties @
North America (killing James Bay 2 @
worthem Quebec bewag anodher).

Al Gare is, of course, the cavironmentl-
isty’ champion. Last spring, while stll a sen-
atar, be co-sponsored a resolution i Con-
gress urging reference of the Windy Craggy
development 0 the [aweraatonal : Jouwnt
Commission. [f the northwestern comer of

cially the town of Haines, where the ore
would be transshipped.

The Alasian goverament and Alaska’s
representatives in the U.S. Senate and
House agree with Geddes. They want de-

velopment to proceed, pandy far the poten-
ualbucﬁlsandpa.niymrthepmadmtaf

other mune sices along the
Alasia

panhandle.

Windy Craggy's biggest headache is how
@ dispase of masses of excess rock left be-
hind after the oce is extracted. Exposed
oxygen, this rock teaks acid that can wind
up 11 nvens, kifling fish kilometres down-
stream. Wiady Craggy also sits w4 setsmic
area between two major faclt systems.

Geddes daims it can store the rock, cov-
ered by many feet of water, behind huge res-

qaining walls. Under water, air can't gee at -

it to start the acid leaching. Doulsers, who
incdude NDP MP Jim Fulton (Skeena),
sy- amilar efforrs at acother mine i
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northern British Columbia have fziled..

The 8.C. government, caught betwesn
mining mrerests and cavironmentalists, has:
scat the proposal for a year-long land-use
study. A preliminary ceport outlined the ob- -
vious oprLons a €SS area, mining, ar.
funther delday. Chaoces are the Gmal repont
wﬂlmam.lddrzpah.lavmgthcgovm= .
ment with the option of declaring the area a
walderness zone — and compensatung the
company — oc authorizing a federi-pro-
vimcral environmental assessment. ;

If B.C. chooses the assessment route, it.
will be a five-ringsd circus with Ottawa,
B.C., the Urueed States, Geddes and the en-

vironmentakises all pitching in. Given the!

passions (nvolved and the labyninthine as-
sessment inCanida, my guess is
that Windy Craggy will be fought every step
of the way.

Who kno-n’ Maybe even Al Gare him-
sdl’mghmhtomk:asubmm
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To: Katie McGinty, Pam McElwee
From: Tom Cassidy
Date: February 4, 1993

Subject: Friday’s Meeting Between President Clinton and Prime
Minister Mulroney

Enclosed is a copy of a column that appeared on the editorial
page of yesterday’s Globe and Mail, Canada’s leading newspaper,
concerning Vice-President Gore’s views on Windy Craggy and
Friday’s meeting, As I described to Pam yesterday, T have
received several calls from Canadian press seeking additional
information and statements related to Friday’s meeting. I have
not yet received any press clips from today’s Canadian
newspapers, but I am working on that. I know that at least one
story is being prepared for tomorrow’s papters by Canada’s
leading wireservice.

Also, as I described to Pam, purely by coincidence, CNN will rur
an "Earth Matters" segment on Tatshenshini Friday at 9:00 am,
2:00 pm and 8:00 pm. The segment will include separate
interviews with me and the President of Geddes. We are also told
there is strong probability the story will run on Headline News.

We think there is an increasing probability that the media,
particularly in Canada, will focus upon whether the Vice-
President’s commitments to preserve the Alsek / Tatshenshini
River system and Glacier Bay National Park will be raised in
Friday’s meetings. The CNN coverage increases dramaticaily that
possibility.

We have several concerns.

First, we obviously want the Tatshenshini to be raised during the
meeting. We are told by our best sources in the Canadian
government that whether Tatshenshini is raised will indicate the
seriousness with which this issue is viewed by the
Administration. The emerging Canadian press coverage seems to
confirm this. We believe that the meeting Friday affords a
unique and important opportunity for the new Administration
signal its commitment to preserve Glacier Bay National Park : o~
the "environmental nightmare" of Windy Craggy. And, every US .-d
Canadian agency that has reviewed the proposal, including the
recent BC government study, confirms the great risk of
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devastating impact to US resources by the proposed mine.

Last year’s legislative initiatives would have initiated a
process of bilateral negotiation to protect the entire Alsek /
Tatshenshini watershed. Friday’s meeting affords the two
governments the opportunity to continue the Vice-Presidents’s
initiatives and begin these discussions, directed towards the
creation of the largest international wilderness and biodiversity
reserve.

Second, we are concerned that the press. not twist a non-statement
on the Tatshenshini into a conclusion that the Adnministration is
retreating from the Vice-President’s positions and last year'’s
legislative initiative.

Finally, we want to give you a "heads up" that we intend to
contact select press contacts to apprise them that Tatshenshini
may be raised on Friday.

If I can assist you in any way, please do not hesitate to give me
a call. Randy Showstack, our Director of Communications, is also
contacting Marla Romash by memorandum, a copy of which is
enclosed.

enclosures
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During President Clinton’s meeting with Canadian Prime Minister
Mulroney on Friday, we understand that there is a possibility
they may discuss the issue of the enormous and ecologically
destructive copper mine proposed for near the confluence of the
Tatshenshini and Alsek Rivers,

Over the past several days, we have received media inguiries
about the Tatshenshini from CNN and elsewhere. CNN has produced
a story about the Tatshenshini, and plans to air it several times
throughout the day on Friday. Yesterday’s Globe and Mail carried
the story, "How a tucked-away corner of B.C. may get on Friday’s
Washington agenda"; 1 am faxing you a copy of this.

As you are aware, Vice-President Gore appeared with American
Rivers in April 1992 to announce his introduction of a joint
resolution in Congress to protect the Alsek and Tatshenshini
River System from the proposed copper mine. In December 1992, he
issued a statement supporting the UNESCO World Heritage
Committee’s decision to designate Alaska’s Glacier Bay National
Park and Preserve as a World Heritage Site.

American Rivers would like to work with you as this issue
develops over the next few days. We stand ready to provide you,
and the media, with any necessary materials. We also intend to
inform the media that this issue could be discussed during
President Clinton’s meeting with Prime Minister Mulroney.

Tom Cassidy, American Rivers’ General Counsel and expert on
Alaska rivers issues is also faxing a memorandum to Katie ™. linty
and Pam McElwee; a copy of that memo also is being sent tc ;o

T look forward to speaking with you today.
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'BRITISH COLUMBIA COMMISSION
ON RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT (CORE)
REPORT ON TATSHENSHINI / ALSEK LAND USE

- Key Findings -

The following quotes highlight the findings of the B.C. Government's recantly
released CORE Interim Report on the Tatshenshini-Alsek, (Volume One - Report
and Recommendarions; Volume Two - Appendices) These indicate that the risks
associated with the proposed transboundary Windy Craggy copper mine project
are major and severe, and that exceptional resource and preservation values
would be placed in jeopardy in Canada and the U.S. should the project be
allowed to proceed by the B.C. Government. (Nore; Eolding of key text has been
added,)

PART I. RISKS OF PROPOSED WINDY CRAGGY PROJECT

1. International Fisheries At Severe Risk From Tailings Dams

The] esomare of risks of impacts an salmon indicace thar events leading to
| severe Impacts fwould be  expected] once every 12 years. These severe

impacts would ke associared with taiiings dam faifures ..rhey
indicate a high probability of  severe jmpacts in the watershed thac
could affecr both Canadian and U.S, fisk rescurces . (P.98.Val 1)

?

"Severe consequences cn che environmenc jare defined as -

permanentor larga-scale habitas desgucosn

® lechal co significan: porgon of populadgon

) avordance not possrble” (P, 2-6 Vol ll)
“The risk assessment pProcess Identified 86 potenoal sovrces of
eavironmenial risk, of which 12 were considered to have patendally

severe consequences... Al 12 were associated with a potential breach
of the tailings dam.” (P.76, Vol 1)

"The wmilings and waste rock Impoundmenc would be designed o score
millicn tonnes of wailings and 100 million tonnes of acid wasce rock vnder fou



mewmes of water. The impoundment would be created by the consoructon of two
embankments {350 and 1 50" Aigh in Upper Tars Creek valley, 15 miles east of the
U.S. border]” (P. 59,0l 1)

"A breach of the dams as  a resuis of ejther earthquakes or other reasons (fooding
and erosicn) would cause tarlings and water to flow into Tar and/cr Norsy Cree
and from there inco the Tarshenshini or Alsek River. Eqosed tailings left along
stream and river banks after such a breach would Conagnue (¢ generare acrdicy
and mewls in soludon indefinicelv.  Desmruction of fish habiear would be
essenually permanent..” (P67 Vol )

"Although perpecual warer cover prevens cxidadon of acid-generagng macerial,
given the variety of nacural forces ch araceerizing the projectarea, it would remain
a perpetual hazard in rerms of dam stabiliy  and potenaal for ra ings escaping
through a breach.” (P. 76, Vol 1)

2. Earthquake Hazards

“Historically, the area has registered some of the largesr earthguakes
In the history of the planec Today it remains the mosr selsmically
acove zone in Canada ..."  (P.28 & 29 Vo). 1)

“In terms of boch size and frequency of earthquakes, rthe Wrindy Craggy
vicinity ranks among the most sersmically acove parrs of rhe world "
(P.3-2, Vol 1)

3. Acid Rock Drainage (ARD) Hazards

"40% of the waste rock produced ac the minesite would be acid -
generaung because of its excepcionally high sulphide conrenc” (P. 55,
Vol 1) :

"ARD is an acceleraced form of mecal leaching  from reck. che potental high
metz! concengradons associaced with ARD can be roxie o aguacc and cerresgial
lfe.. a derailed understanding of all relevant processas is probably
decades or even cemcuries aws 3 As a result mining companies must
depend on the relagvely lmperfect underscanding now available fer the
rrevenicn, predicdon and conmol of ARD.

The potendal release of contzaminated warer ine the environment js

the main risk presented by the epen pic and vndergroand components
of the Windy Craggy project. A farlure of the water management sSVstem o
callecr and handie sufficienc wacer moving through the mine could lead o the
release inco the watersheds of acid-rock drainage (ARD) or metal-laden wa cer,
spilled hydrocarbons, or aumiens from explosives. OF pargcular concern Jjs acrd -
rock drainage, which cccurs when suiphides i rock are eYposed to che air (for
example, by blasting) and cxidize, resulang in the release of Jow PH drainage,
often high in dissolved heavy merals.




The [risk assessment] rean identified the possibiiicy thar  che system for collecting
water and pumping it © the porgl! could fail as a resulr of human error,
equipment failures, geologic events such as earch quakes, or contaminaced warer

escaping through fraccured rock.” (P .53, Vol 1)

"[The risk assessment process as undertaken for CORE] does not include
possible demrimencal acdons, such as human errors, char have
occurred duvring accidents with other technologies.® (P.2-2,Vol.11)

4, Abandonment Hazards

"Some key components of the projecr musr congnue ro perform their .
intended funcdon in perpetuicy. In pargcular, the trilings dams must
remain perpetvally funcdonal In remining both tailings and warcer if long
term confinemenc of the waifings and prevengon of ARD are te be assured
Perperuicy is indeed a very long dme ..." (P.2-13, Vol I1)

"As some key componencs of the Windy Craggy project such as the rarlings dams,
must continue o functdon in perpeuiry, it Is recognized thar some predictons of
likelihood musc be enarelv speculacve. For example the lengevicy of maceriais
such as concrece Iis unknovm, and biological,  clima a¢, and geological forces may
change significandly over ame.” (P.50, Vol 1)

“During long rcerm abandonment ac mines, there is oftan no day-ro-day
menitaring and maintenance  of mine walls and sump and pump éguipment
Because of steep prc walls, slope unraveling will Hkely occur and
conanually expose fresk rock to porential cxidadon. As = resulfg
there js & kigher porennmal for problems to develop and corngnue for
some ome during long rerm abandonmenc

Ceddes Rescurces Limired expecrs certain narural remediacon evenrs o coour
whick are crigcal to leng term concainmeny such as the freezing of pic walls and
e flooding of the Jower pit and the eventual esmablishment of a glacier in che
abandoned pit.  The team did not find technical informadon to confirm
whether these evenrs will take place as posrulaced.

Geddes Resources Limired intends to place a plug in the snderground porw! co
conmrol wacer flow and inicate flooding ..In the past  porral plugs generally
have had ppoor success due ro leaks ar the plug, leaks chrovgh
enhanced fracrures around the plug, and redirection of warer ficw ro
other discharge paines, " (P. 5-5, Vel 11)

"It is mor ac all clear thar che proposed long cerm midgation will
occur, &s postulaced, and  the risk of acid rock drainage may well
Increase over ame. (P.iv,Vol. I}




"Regular inspecdon and periodic repair of the dam after abandonmenr would
likely mean thac nercher the Impoundment sire nor the access road for the Haines
Highway cou!d be abandoped as Jong as heavy equipment was needed for these
- masks; and wichour abandonment  neither the site nor the ransportation
carridor would recover rhejr wilderness characrer, " (P.76,Vol. 1)

5. Glacier Waste Rock Dump Hazards

"It [is] most probable rhar some  acid waste could reach the glacler dumps as a
result of improper sorang. Any significanc Quanaty  of acid wasee included n the
dumps, which are approximartely nine kilometers — from the Alsek River, could
generate acid and lead to chropic contaminagon of the Frobisher/Alsek
watershed.” (P.55, Vol [)

6.  Transportation Corridor Problems

"The weam noted thar che follewing esxrerna/ condioons all conaibute ro the
difficuley of building and opera Ong che Tanspormagon corridor.

I} Rough Terrain: ".the feam recognized a number of secuons where
grade and slope inscabilicy could creace unlaveurable condigons for baoch
consrucuon and operagon of the read. It js believed thar an average
grade of 8* or ]4% ma .V be ac or close [0, a safe limic (P 4-77, Ve 1)
INE. "The road s designed to a op grade of 12 * cr2l%"] (R $-10 Vi /1)

I} Remote Location: This will place a premium on seff-sufﬁaéncy during
construcoon and operation and wil mean It may be difficulr o marspal
personnel and equipmenc o respond to any spiifs.

11} Seismic Condigons: /n all areas of the corridor, especially in areas of
acave faults, design of bridges and burial of PIDES must accommodate
expected sefsmic acaviey o approved 'worsr case’ imjrs." (P 4-| [, Vol 1)

7. Geddes Project Proposal is Unaceeptable

"The current mining plan poses  substangal emvironmental risks.. Discussione
with [B.C] minisay represencamves for the provincial mining réview process
sugges:c thac the current Plan wowld pe nnitkely to gain provincial
approval. A dramatic redesign would likely be needed. " (P.65,Vol. 1)




PART II: INTERNATIONAL IMPLICATIONS

1. United States Has Veto

“The United Srates government effectvely has a Velo power aver this
Projecr becauvse of the reguirements for Dprojece licensing in the United
States. Taken ac face value, the porendal benefirs to the US seem o be Jow {one
study esagmaced 17 jobs in Haines, Alaska as the  pepefirs accruing o the Uniged
States,) The percerved risks of the project however, are likely high,  given concerns
over acid rock drainage and the effeces of sersmic acavigy on the tailings dams.”
(P.67,Vol. 11)

The Internadonalt implicagons are of major significance given _ the
concerted oppositgon to  mine development, together with broad-based
Congressional and now Administradon epposigon, * (P.5,Vol. 1]

2. World Heritage Convention & Glacier Bay National Park

/292 was designated a Worid Heritage Site by the World Herimge  Site Commirree
of UNESCO. This designadon potengally affeces regulacory approval of
 the Windy Craggy projecr through obligaons bPlaced on the Canadiap
- government. As a sicner of the 1572 World Herimge Conven Zon, Canada is
subject to Ardcle 6, which provides thar

é' The lower Afsek River flows thro ugh Glacier Bay Nagona! Park, which in  December
/

"each Scarte Parcy to chis Convennon vadertakes nor to take

. r‘,ﬁ any deliberate measure whjch might damage directly or

w’ indirectly the cultural or na tural herirage referred ro in

W Articles ! and 2 sitmapced on the territory of crher State
Pardes rto this convention,

This providss an opporeunity for  argumenss o be made that pocengal
environmenral risks - for example, risks to fish habicar and migractory bears -

asseciaced with the Windy Craggy project may threaren aroibures of Glacier Bay
MNacanal Park, thus crea ang the possibilicy of breack of Ardcle 8" (P.82 VoLl




FARL 8L 1TATSHENSHINI / ALSEK PRESERVATION VALUES

1. International Significance
“Internagonally and provin clally significant special Feamures include:

o  The Tarshenshini River, ranked cne of the top wilderness rafung  rivers in
the world: no ocher river jn Brigsh Columbia cr Canada provides a similar
length of wilderness experience frem an i terior to coast /andscape.

o FHigh numbers of grizly bears, supporced by an un usually lush habitac..

o Mount Fairweather, the highest poinc wich  the greatest ropographic relief
in Brigsh Columbia, and werld-class moun faineermng area.

e Several rare [bird and mammal} species ro  the province, ..and 45 of
Brigsh Columbia‘s 600 rare planc species,

@  The Blue Giacier Bear a rare colour phase of the black bear, which may
only occur in the lowsr Alsek River area.

»  Ffisheries resources, including  salmon populadons thar suppor: a
commercial fishery in Alaska and are a critical food source for the area's
Righ populagon of grizzlv bears.” (Pages 36 & 37, Vol 1)

2. Biodiversiiy

“The Coasc Mcuncain range, chrough which the Alsek and Ta eshenshini rivers fHow;
contains the Jargest non-polar icecap in the world and someé of the biggesr valley
giaciers in Canada, The combinagon of the mjld Pacific influence and the glacial
history of che area pas produced an exceptionally diverse range of
blaphiysical condigons... the region contains habieats mor found
anywhiere efse in Canada. " (P. 26 Vo, [

i

"The Tachenshini/Alsek area comprises three ecosecuons, Including parr of  the
lcefield Ranges, S0 percenc of the Tarshenshin Basin, and  che Alsek Ranges. There
Is currenty no representagon of anyv of these cosectons in Brigsh Cofvmbia‘s

proceceed areas...” (P. 26, Vol 1)

3. Grizzlies

"The Tartshenshini/Alsek area is ome of the Jast strongholds of a
thriving grizzly populagon in North America ...One of the best habimx for

grizzlies in B.C. and Canada is Tats Creek.. fle the locagon of the proposed
mme/mill sice] " (P.29, Vol 1) .




4.  Scenic Features

"The Tatshenshini River, Haines Highway corridar, Fairweather  Moun tzin, Tarr
Inlec and Turnback Canyon have been ranked as "Outscanding”  in the BC

Parks special fearures Inventery, Indica gng provincial  or internagonal
significance.” (P.28 Vol.1)

5. Tourism

“The averall rourism capability class for ehe Tarshenshinj and Alsek
river valleys is ‘very high'” (P35, Vol 1}

PART IV: BENEFIT/COST VALUES:
Preservation Vs, Mining Options

One of the studies contracred by CORE undertook a benefit/cost values study o
- assess the economic return to Bricish Columbia of the various  land use options for
the Tatshenshini-Alsek. The conclusions of this assessment were:

s *The expecred rerurn [to the province] from selecong the
preservation alternadve is $410 millien.”  (p 55, %ol. II)

2 “The overall expecred value of the mining a!cengdve fta che
province] is esdmated ac -$360 million.* (P. 59, VoIl 11}




