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prime MINtSTEft.pf^EMlER MINI‘oT RE

January 22, 1993
PERgQM^J',

Dear Al,

achievoment?”^^®^^^^^^®”® remarkable

to report pursuant to your letter of CrSggy proposed Windy
region of northern British Columbia. Rivers

he was Canada's Ambassador to the

ialipSSjfJif?-
SK s's:;.ss.s-:.i! s-.ra-?L;“region whiU the .tuay gow forward.

public eonsultation*wlth*ai* lntera*tea'part?es''^^on
elS«’'i}I^Srl.lln''"''^'’®*‘’?' C<>”»ia»ioner made 1? “ 
Clear in briefings on Capitol Hill that vom-

would be most welcome. This orocesn should be given the opportunity to function

International Joint Conmlaalon, la premature.

The Honorable Al Gore, Jr.
America
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Thank you for bringing your concerns to my 
attention. The Government will be watching closely the 
progress of the British Columbia land use study.

Yours sincerely.



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: KATIE MCGINTY

SUBJECT: THE WINDY CRAGGY COPPER MINE PROJECT ON THE TATSHENSHINI 
RIVER.
2-5-93

The Tatshenshini is considered the "most wild" river in 
North America. The river's headwaters are in the Yukon and it 
flows through British Columbia into Glacier Bay, Alaska.

The river supports a spectacular variety of wildlife, 
including the Glacier Grizzly bear, that is found only in this 
area. The river is currently threatened by a proposal by the 
Geddes Mining Company to open the largest open pit copper mine in 
the world on the banks of the Tat in British Columbia, at the 
"Windy Craggy" summit.

Over the past two years. Vice President Gore has played an 
active role in trying to stop the proposed mine. He has written 
to PM Mulroney expressing his concerns about the potential 
environmental impact of the mine. (Acid mine drainage would 
threaten fish species and a plan has not been developed that 
could ensure that toxic tailings could safely be contained. 
Moreover, to operate the mine, a road would have to be cut 
through this pristine area.)

Recent Developments:

On Dec. 14, Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve was 
designated by UNESCO's World Heritage Committee as a World 
Heritage Site. (Vice President Gore issued a statement 
commending this action and expressing his hope that this would 
mean an end to further consideration of the Geddes copper mine). 
Although this is essentially a superficial designation that 
expresses UNESCO's sense that this area is worthy of preservation 
for its beauty and cultural importance, this designation 
potentially affects the Windy Craggy project through obligations 
accorded governments who are signatories to the World Heritage 
Convention of 1972. Article 6 of that convention says that "Each 
States Party to this Convention undertakes not to take any 
deliberate measure which might damage directly or indirectly the 
cultural or natural heritage referred to in Articles 1 and 2 
situated on the territory of other State Parties to this 
Convention".

Moreover, the British Columbia Resources and Environment 
minister recently undertook an assessment of the Geddes copper 
mine project and its potential environmental impacts. The 
Commission on Resources and Environment (CORE) Report on 
Tatshenshini/Alsek Land Use was issued on Jan 20. Among the



findings were:

o International fisheries are at severe risk. U.S. and 
Canadian salmon runs were defined to be at severe risk from 
tailing and acid drainage, if the holding areas for exposed rock 
were disturbed. The report stated, "Exposed tailings left along 
stream and river banks after such a breach would continue to 
generate acidity and metals in solution indefinitely.
Destruction of fish habitat would be essentially permanent."

o Abandonment hazards. The report found that during long term 
abandonment at similar large scale mines, there is often no long 
term monitoring and maintenance of the site. As a result, the 
report concluded that, "It is not at all clear that the proposed 
long term mitigation will occur, as postulated, and the risk of 
acid rock drainage may well increase over time."

o Watershed contamination. During sorting of the copper from 
wastes, the report found a high probability of acid waste 
reaching the Alsek river and leading to "chronic contamination of 
the Frobisher/Alsek watershed".

o Costs versus benefits. The study undertook a benefit/cost 
analysis to assess the economic return to BC of the various land 
use options for the Tat area. The expected return to the 
province from the preservation of the area was $410 million; the 
return of the mining alternative was $360 million.

The conclusion of the report was that "the current mining 
plan poses substantial environmental risks." The Commissioner of 
this report has asked for a six month public comment period, to 
include both US and Canadian government and citizen's input on 
possible options for the BC government.

Your meeting has been receiving a considerable amount of 
press in Canada, much of which has focused on the Tat issue. 
Speculation is high among both the press — especially in Canada 
— and environmental groups over whether the Tat will be 
discussed in today's meeting with Prime Minister Mulroney. I 
understand that Mulroney has been extensively briefed on the Tat 
and may well mention the issue himself. I am attaching a recent 
letter from him on this subject.

Talking Points:

o I understand the complex issues that surround the Windy Craggy 
copper mine proposal. Vice President Gore, our Environmental 
Protection Agency, and the Department of Interior have expressed 
concerns about the potential environmental impacts of the 
proposal.

0 PM Mulroney has been very responsive to those concerns, and I 
certainly appreciate the cooperation of the Canadian government



in this matter.

o Most recently, the BC government issued a report on this 
project and called for a 6 month comment period to begin. They 
have invited our participation in this process.

o I look forward to participating in this process and I will 
ask the Secretary of Interior, the Administrator of the EPA and 
other members of my team to make it a top priority.



TO: The Vice President
FROM: Katie
SUBJECT: Possible Mention of Tatshenshini River in Mulroney Mtg. 
2-4-93

Speculation is high among both the press — especially in 
Canada — and environmental groups over whether the Tat will be 
discussed in tomorrow's meeting with Prime Minister Mulroney. I 
understand that Mulroney has been extensively briefed on the Tat 
and may well mention the issue himself. I am attaching a recent 
letter from him on this subject.

You should know some of the latest details of the Tat. On 
Dec. 14, Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve was designated by 
UNESCO's World Heritage Committee as a World Heritage Site. (You 
issued a statement commending this action and expressing your 
hope that this meant an end to further consideration of the 
Geddes copper mine). Although this is essentially a superficial 
designation that expresses UNESCO's sense that this area is 
worthy of preservation for its beauty and cultural importance, 
this designation potentially affects the Windy Craggy project 
through obligations accorded governments who are signatories to 
the World Heritage Convention of 1972. Article 6 of that 
convention says that "Each States Party to this Convention 
undertakes not to take any deliberate measure which might damage 
directly or indirectly the cultural or natural heritage referred 
to in Articles 1 and 2 situated on the territory of other State 
Parties to this Convention".

Moreover, the British Columbia Resources and Environment 
minister recently undertook an assessment of the Geddes copper 
mine project and its potential environmental impacts. The 
Commission on Resources and Environment (CORE) Report on 
Tatshenshini/Alsek Land Use was issued on Jan 20. Among the 
findings were:

o International fisheries are at severe risk. U.S. and 
Canadian salmon runs were defined to be at severe risk from 
tailing and acid drainage, if the holding areas for exposed rock 
were disturbed. The report stated, "Exposed tailings left along 
stream and river banks after such a breach would continue to 
generate acidity and metals in solution indefinitely.
Destruction of fish habitat would be essentially permanent."
o Abandonment hazards. The report found that during long term 
abandonment at similar large scale mines, there is often no long 
term monitoring and maintenance of the site. As a result, the 
report concluded that, "It is not at all clear that the proposed 
long term mitigation will occur, as postulated, and the risk of 
acid rock drainage may well increase over time."



o Watershed contamination. During sorting of the copper from 
wastes, the report found a high probability of acid waste 
reaching the Alsek river and leading to "chronic contamination of 
the Frobisher/Alsek watershed".

o Costs versus benefits. The study undertook a benefit/cost 
analysis to assess the economic return to BC of the various land 
use options for the Tat area. The expected return to the 
province from the preservation of the area was $410 million; the 
return of the mining alternative was $360 million.

The conclusion of the report was that "the current mining 
plan poses substantial environmental risks." The Commissioner of 
this report has asked for a six month public comment period, to 
include both US and Canadian government and citizen's input on 
possible options for the BC government.

Environmental groups are VERY concerned with the huge amount 
of press your meeting has been receiving in Canada. They fear 
that if the river is not mentioned in the President's discussion 
with Mulroney, this signals a retreat by Clinton from your 
earlier positions. They would like either you or the President 
to at least mention your continuing concern over the issue. 
Further, they would very much like to see a suggestion of 
bilateral negotiations to designate the Tat/Glacier Bay/Kuane 
National Park in the Yukon as the world's largest wilderness 
area.
Recommendation:

If the Tat does come up in the meeting, you should voice 
your support for the six month public comment period — with the 
understanding that the US is still very concerned over the Tat 
and will fully participate and submit comments on the CORE 
report. A separate statement on this issue at a press conference 
is not advised.
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501 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001

February 3, 1993

Mr. Roy Neel
Special Assistant to the President and 

Chief of Staff to the Vice President 
Office of the Vice President of the United States 
Old Executive Office Building, Room 272 
17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20501

Dear Mr. Neel,

I am pleased to transmit to you the advance text of a 
letter from the Right Honourable Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister of 
Canada, to the Vice President of the United States regarding the 
proposed Windy Craggy mine. The original will follow shortly.

Further to the attached, one additional development has 
occurred which may be of interest. An interim report issued by 
the British Columbia Resources and Environment Commission on 
January 20 reviews the wilderness values and mining potential in 
the concerned area. It analyses the environmental, technical, 
economic and regulatory implications of three land use options 
identified - wilderness preservation, mining and a delayed 
decision. The Commissioner has recommended six months of public 
consultation, to include relevant United States interests, prior 
to the British Columbia Government making a decision on land use 
for the area.

We would be pleased to respond to any additional 
concerns about this issue.

sincerely.

Marc A. Brault 
Charge d'affaires, a.i.
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501 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001

February 3, 1993

Mr. Roy Neel
Special Assistant to the President and 

Chief of Staff to the Vice President 
Office of the Vice President of the United States 
Old Executive Office Building, Room 272 
17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20501

Dear Mr. Neel,

I am pleased to transmit to you the advance text of a 
letter from the Right Honourable Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister of 
Canada, to the Vice President of the United States regarding the 
proposed Windy Craggy mine. The original will follow shortly.

Further to the attached, one additional development has 
occurred which may be of interest. An interim report issued by 
the British Columbia Resources and Environment Commission on 
January 20 reviews the wilderness values and mining potential in 
the concerned area. It analyses the environmental, technical, 
economic and regulatory implications of three land use options 
Identified - wilderness preservation, mining and a delayed 
decision. The Commissioner has recommended six months of public 
consultation, to include relevant United States interests, prior 
to the British Columbia Government making a decision on land use 
for the area.

We would be pleased to respond to any additional 
concerns about this issue.

Yo^s^incerely,

Marc A. Brault 
Charge d'affaires, a.i.
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January 22, 1993 

PERSONAL

Dear Al,

Congratulations again on your remarkable 
achievement.

I write to report pursuant to your letter of 
September 30 expressing concern over the proposed Windv 
craggy copp«r mine in the Alaek Rivers'
region of northern British Columbia.

While he was Canada's Ambassador to the 
United States, Mr. Derek Burney informed Senator Wirth 
that the Province of British Columbia has suspended its 
review of the proposed mine while a land use study is 
undertaken by the British Columbia Resources and 
Environment Commissioner. The study will determine 
whether mining is compatible with the wilderness 
character and other land uses in the region. No new 
claims or mine developments will be allowed in the 
region while the study goes forward.

The Commissioner's mandate includes full 
public consultation with all interested parties. On a 
recent visit to Washington, the Commissioner made it 
clear in briefings on Capitol Hill that your 
contribution would be moat welcome. This process 
should be given the opportunity to function.
Accordingly, in my view any decision on further action 
or review, including a possible reference to the 
International Joint Commission, is premature.

The Honorable Al Gore, Jr.
Vice-President of the United states of America 

Washington, DC
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Thank you for bringing your concerns to my 
attention. The Government will be watching closely the 
progress of the British Columbia land use study.

Yours sincerely.
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501 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001

February 3, 1993

Mr. Roy Neel
Special Assistant to the President and 

Chief of Staff to the Vice President 
Office of the Vice President of the United States 
Old Executive Office Building, Room 272 
17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20501

Dear Mr. Neel,

I am pleased to transmit to you the advance text of a 
letter from the Right Honourable Brian Mulroney, Prime Minister of 
Canada, to the Vice President of the United States regarding the 
proposed Windy Craggy mine. The original will follow shortly.

Further to the attached, one additional development has 
occurred which may be of interest. An interim report issued by 
the British Columbia Resources and Environment Commission on 
January 20 reviews the wilderness values and mining potential in 
the concerned area. It analyses the environmental, technical, 
economic and regulatory implications of three land use options 
identified - wilderness preservation, mining and a delayed 
decision. The Commissioner has recommended six months of public 
consultation, to include relevant United States interests, prior 
to the British Columbia Government making a decision on land use 
for the area.

We would be pleased to respond to any additional 
concerns about this issue.

incerely.

Marc A. Brault 
Charge d'affaires, a.i.
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To: Pam McElwee
From: Tom Cassidy
Date; February 2, 1993
Subject: Alsek-Tatshenshini River system

Enclosed is Tatshenshini wild's preliminary extract of materT¥I 
from the new British Columbia Commission on Resources and 
Environment (CORE) Report of Tatshenshini / Alsek Land Use. The 
material is devastating to the proposed project.

Note that the risk to fisheries is identified as unavoidable 
pe> svxnenc or large-scale salmon habitat destruction once every 12 

By Itself, that prediction indicates probable violations 
oi. tn« Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909 and the World Heritage 
Convention of 1972,.not to mention being contrary to spirit if 
not the law of the Pacific Salmon Treaty.

As I mentioned, two copies of the report are on their way to me 
and I would be pleased to provide you with one of the reports.

[
If you have any questions about any of these Tatshenshini 
matters, please don't hesitate to give me a call. i have 
extensive background materials on all elements of the project, as 
well as analyses of the Boundary Waters Treaty's provisions for 
references to the International Joint Commission and a report on 
the legal ramifications of World Heritage site designation.
Have fun.

enclosure
Post-It"' brand fax iransmitial memo 7671 Loi pages

Prirucfl on rccj-clcd l/apcr.

801 Pennsyivania Ave., S.E. 
Suite 400

Washington, DC 20003 
(202) 547-6900 

(202) 543-6142 (FAX) a member of Earth Share^^
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- Key Findings -
,The ?foUc^j quoiies 'highlight the bindings of . ihe>B.C.;Covernmeni:'s i recently' - 
released CORE Interim Report on the Tarshenshini-Alsek. (Volume One - Report 
and Recommendations; Volume Two' - Appendices) These indicate that the risP 
associated with the proposed transboundary :Windy' Craggy: copper mine project' 

:,are mapr, and .severe, ..and'^that, exceptional .res6urce: and: preservation .values - 
.would TDe.placed'm .jeopardy in panada and the:. U.S. .'should the'poject'^be^'':. 
allowed to proceed by,the B.C. Government. (Note: Bolding of key text ' has been - 
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1: Iiiternationd Rsheries At Severe Risk From Tailings Dams

Tp'lSlP

salmon indicace ‘cJ^ac''&ve!7Cs'Jsading- 'i:o^’
severe:impacts [wouM be expected] once every J2 years. These severe
«z^c£y ,>voi^ a with . ytaiJings dam: ■ failures
indicate a high probabiJity of severe impacts in the watershed that

^oth pa.nB.dian and U.S, fish resources (P 96^ Vol I)

.'• • •,
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'Severe consequences ; on die en'^ronment[are defined as]:.'

■/■. / ''vl.ll hr large-scale habitatdestrucddn^ffk '-'■■■ PI: ll
, .- ' isrhaijri significanxpordon:ofpopuladon■ :'{ ... .::/l: ■

d,1^ I' ■ |.'. ^voidance not possible" (P. 2“6A/oi.:II) -pd:'d;'

assessment process identified 86 potendaJ sources iof 
environmental risk, of which 12 were considered to have poteniiaJJy 
seyere cohseQuences... All 12 were associated with a pd ten dal breach 
pfpie tailings dam.p [y 76, Vol. I) ■I.'

"The(tailings and waste rock impoundmenc-would be designed to store . 'P2d 
[million tonnes of tailings and 100 ■ million tonnes of acid waste, rock under four /
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2. Earthquake Hazards
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cfte area A b»^ registered of: d,e I
y^^ l‘‘rtory^^f die :pl^et Todoy It remaids tbi most seismically ¥ 

acQve zone in Canada ..." / '(P.2d S<29. Vol. I) ' "f ■ ■ 11- 6'::^:vl 1;, :

In terms of both size and frequency of earthquakes, che Windy Crasffv
pares b/£^

3. Acid Rock Drainage (ARD) Hazards

I'4q96 of Che waste rock produced ac che mlnesice would he acid 'i
^^^aang because of ICS exceptjonaljy high sulphide con cent'')
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. a detailed understanding of all relevant processes is probably^

away ' ■ As a result, mining Companies: must 1 
depend on. the. relanvely imperfect understanding now available for '■■ 'did 
prevenaon, prediction and control of ARD.

The potenaai release of contaminated water into the environment is 

^eseatec/ by the open pit and underground components 
of ^e Windy Craggy project A failure of die water, management svstem to 6
coJJect and handle sufficient water moving through the mine could lead to ^ei i
llfnlAu^f of acid-rock drainage (ARD) or metal-laden water,
spilled hydrocarbons, or nutrients from explosives. Ofpardcular concern is acid ^ f 
rock drainage which occurs when sulphides in rock are exposed to the air (for-
example by blasdng) and oxidize, resuldng in the release of low pH drainage ■ 
often high in dissolved heavy metals. ^rama,,e,. .
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.diepossibihiy cha: -, , che system for coUecdn^..
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■r-equipmentfakures, geologic events such as earth quakesdor contaminated wa^ 
escaping through /raca?reJ>oCi<r. '/ :■ (?! 53, yol; 1) 'i

: [The./Tiskv assessm^ ■process., as.,undertaken' for/CORE].: does not includ^
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iv.;- J.;"5ome key componen ts of the project m ust con dhue to perform their 
intended funcdon in perpetuity. In particular, the tailings dams must 
remain perpetually funcdonal ■ in retaining both tailings and water if long. 

, confinement of the tailings and prevention of ARD are^ k to be assured.
Perpetuity is indeed a very long dme ... " (P 2-13, Vol II)
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some key components of the Windy Craggy project, such as the tailings dams, 
must conn'nue to function in perpetuity, it ' ■ is recognized that some predicdons o/ ' 
likelihood must be endrely speculadve. For example the Icngevi'ty of materials". 1 

as concrete is unknown, and biological, climatic, and geological forces may : 
change significandy over dme." (P, 50, Voi I) kb

;.f / "During long term abandonment at mines, there is often no day-to-day \ 
; monitoring and maintenance of mine walls and sump and pump equipment. ;

Because of steep pic walls, slope unraveling will likely occur and 
condnually expose fresh rock to po ten dal oxidadon. As a result, 
there is a higher potendal for problems to develop and condnue for 
some dme during long term abandonment
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: Geddes Resources Limited expects certain natural remedia don events to occur
yry ."which are criacal to long ' term containment, Such as the freezing of pit walls and 

the flooding of the lower pit and the eventual establishment of a glacier in the 
abandoned pit ' The team did not find technical informadon to confirm i 
whether these events will take place as postulated.

Geddes Resources Limited intends to place a plug in the underground portal to 
k:::. control water flow and ini date flooding ...In the past, portal plugs generally / 

have had poor success due to leaks at the plug, leaks through 
Vyi.. enhanced fractures around the plug, and redirecdan of water flow to 

other discharge points. ," (P. 5-5, Vol. II) '
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It is not at all clear that the proposed long term midgadon will 
occur, as postulated, and the risk of acid rock drainage may well 
increase over dme. (P iv.Voi II)
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The Uniced States government effecuvely has a veto Dower nv^r rhic 

P^ecir^cause of the requirements for project licensing in the United

I'jdams."
■■/.■■

The intenaDonal^ implications are of m^oj. significance eiven rh^
^^erted opposiaqn to: yn^^ together with broad-based
Congressional and now Administration opposition. “ (P 5:Voi;I)

■■■:.■>■' J ■ . . • ■■/■.■■
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■■■ \

■

•:.,> •• /^rld ^rit^r GpnvenOon &:|a^ier NationaJ Park

CActo-AjfA’.ifeM./AW^ '«hicbiB. n---- ■ ''

cacJtSacc Party to ciis Convenaoa undertakes not to take
slight damage directly or ;

"■ heritage referred u in
n.^“ ^ ^ s^marerf on the territory of other Stare
yaraes to this convenaon. "

an opportuniv for arguments , to be made that potendaj 'r 
n^ronmen^^ habitat and migratory bears ^ -'::::a^mte^di'^e. Windy Craggy project may threaten attribute/- cfc^ Bay

^^^^onalPary, thus creaang±epossibiJi  ̂of breach (P.63 Voi.I)
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PART m: TATSHENSHIM / ALSEK RESERVATION VALIAS ‘I

1. International Significance
ImernadonaUy andprovindaUy significanc special feamres include:

--i'i

• The Tatshenskmi River, ranked one of;che cop wilderness rafdng rivers in 
^rld; no ocher river in Bridsh Colunibia or provides a similar

of wilderness experience from an incerior CO coasc landscape.
■t1

• - ■

High numbers of gri^y bears, supporcdd by an unusually lush babicac.. • ••- C..\:

iS-

■ * , ■ che highescpoinc with, che greasesc topographic relief.
\..^^:briDsh Columbia,. and_ world-class mountaineering area. .1 ■■

, V :^er^ rare [bird and mamrnalj species ^ the province, ! and 4S'of [ '-A 
BriciSAA Columbia's 600rare plane species.

The Blue Glacier Bear, - a rare , colour phase of the black bear, which may- 
. only occur in.che lower Alsek River area.f.

M*:';

r ^ ■ .fisheries resources, including salmon populadons chat supvorc a 
commercial fishery in Alaska and are a cridcal food . source for ‘the area's 
high populadon of grizzly bears.": \dagei 36Sc37, Voli) H

■ sa
■■■i j’.p

f
W:'-
1/

' i a ■

1:
ft;
'V\h '■['

iSS;^
Which;±e Alsekbhd Tatshehshini'riversi^

.contains the: largestnori-polar icecap in the world .and :Sornedf the biggestyalley-i’h ■ ’
'^^^^‘^^^i^^hoid:ofihemild:: iPadficmhuenbeland'diW^ahcia^^^^^^^^

A 9f - produced an excepdonally diverse range of

f-m.■' A.Ay-

A: A
biophysical condiaons... the region concains 
anywhere else in Canada. " (P. 26. Voi. I) ' habica cs not found

' i'i 'h-'
. - f:A.

■ft'ftO

Tbe\i atshenshini/Alsek area comprises three ecosecdons, including partof ' i the'' ■
■ . Icefield Ranges, 90percent of the Tatshenshini Basin, and the Alsek Ranges ■ There ' 

:::yAcurrently no representadon of any of these - -Aecosecdons'in Bridsh Columbia'si iiA.

3^ Grizzlies
'

The Tacshenshini/Alsek area is one of the last strongholds W a 
thriving grizzly population in North Anierica.:.One of,the best habitats‘for
grizz/ies in B.C and Canada is Tats Creek.:.-, fi.e. the locadon 'of. A: the ordposed 
mine/mill site]". (P.29, Vol.I) ft- :ft ft ' - ft'

ft.

' ■ i.-y.:'ft--

■ft®'
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4. Scenic Features
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" ^ corridor, Faimeacher Mountsin. Tarr
JoJer snd Turnback CanyoR,:have^beoR: ..nDked,as, “Ovcstaiiditig’ rm'che S

••; "-V' '-;•

5. Tourism
•Tho ovoraJI taarism capability clacs for rho Tatshenshini and 
river valleys is very high(P, 35,Voi. ] I'.'r;;;.:;;.:

■?:V.

...................

.. . • ;-. /• ■• •■-••--v4v

RVKT IV: BENEFTT/COST VALUES:
IVeservation Vs. Mining Options

•: - ■• '-'V- • ■•; •■' • ' ’.V

:iv

; : One Of ^he studies concracted;byunderrook'a benefit/cosr Values'

s:sssr;:ssa2s2gss«" ■■•
T,be eiipecosd remrn [to j±e province] from selecting the 

preservaaon alternadve is $410 million^ (P55,VolII)'

“The overall expected value of the mining alternative 
province] is estimated at -$360 million. “ :P. 59,Vc: il) f
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To: Katie McGinty, Pam McElwee
From: Tom Cassidy
Date: February 4, 1993
Subject: Friday's Meeting: End of the Day Update

Rumors fly and it is hardto know what to believe.' If anything.

However, it is my understanding that the Prime Minister has been 
extensively briefed on Tatshenshini. The Prime Minister may well 
raise Tatshenshini himself, and take the position that British 
Columbia is undertaking a thorough review of the proposal, that 
governmental responsibility for the matter rests at the 
Provincial level, and that if the Province decides that mineral 
development is an_appropriate land use for the area, then the 
Federal government will ensure that all international agreements 
will be fully honored.

The problem that remains with this explanation is that every 
governmental review of the fisheries and water quality impacts of 
the project has concluded that severe impacts to US downstream 
resources can be expected, of course, the most recent, not to 
mention extensive analysis of project impacts is the BC CORE 
study, released on January 20. I have previously FAXED to Pam 
the extracts from the CORE report prepared by Tatshenshini Wild 
and Ric Careless. Perhaps the most important fact highlighted in 
that analysis is that unavoidable, permanent or large scale 
habitat destruction of salmon populations can be expected every 
12 years as a result of tailings dam failures. By itself, that 
prediction demonstrates a clear violation of the Boundary Waters 
Treaty, and probable violations of both the Pacific Salmon Treaty 
and World Heritage Convention. The unavoidable reality is that 
the proposed Windy Craggy mine remains "an environmental 
nightmare."

Ideally, tomorrow's meeting presents the Clinton / Gore 
administration with an opportunity to initiate a truly historic 
process of cooperation between the two nations to create a 
landmark international protected area. The world-class values of 
this area are increasingly well-known, though we perhaps too 
often forget that this is not merely an "issue," the Tatshenshini 
is a spectacular and special wild land. The Alsek / Tatshenshini 
could become "the world's largest international wilderness area,"
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the "world's largest World Heritage site," or the "first 
international biodiversity reserve." Whatever we may choose to 
call It, the first step is for Canada and the United States to 
agree that the internationally significant values of this 
spectacular region should be protected.
^d, finally, on a very personal note, I'm very excited that 
Vice-President Gore has stepped forward on this issue. I 
remember when I first learned about this unpronounceable river 
over beer and Mexican food at a Juneau restaurant more than three 
years ago. Since then, American Rivers has invested significant 
resources into preserving the Tatshenshini, including naming it 
as one of the "Ten Most Endangered Rivers" each of the past three 
years, a key moment in the issue came last April when Senator 
Gore announced the introduction of SJR 290 at American Rivers' 
Endangered Rivers press conference.

Tomorrow promises to be another key day in our efforts to 
preserve the Tatshenshini. We are all fortunate to be involved 
in this issue. And I am confident that our efforts will result 
in preserving the Tatshenshini. The only question is whether the 
process will last years with persistent and unresolved threats to 
this spectacular natural area or whether governments can move 
forward with a creative vision of a future that will preserve 
this magnificent land of glaciers and grizzlies for future 
generations.

Thanks for all your efforts. Good luck, 
if you need any additional assistance. Have fun. Call on me
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To: KATIE MCGINTY

: OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Phone: (202)456-6614 

Fax: (202) 456-6231

From: Peter M. Enticknap
: TATSHENSHINI INTERNATIONAL 

Phone: 907-766-2240 

Fax: 907-766-2240

Date: 02/03/93 
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Comments; I WAS ADVISED THE PRESIDENT WILL MEET WITH 
MULRONEY ON FRIDAY. CANADIAN PRESS REPORTS TAT ON 

AGENDA. OUR CREDIBILITY IS ON THE LINE IF THE ISSUE IS 

/VOT RAISED. WOULD HELP ENORMOUSLY FOR PERMANENT 

PROTECTION IF PRESIDENT EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER 

THE ISSUE. CNN TO SHOW TAT FILM WE PRODUCED ON 

FRIDAY.
GEDDES RESOURCES LOBBYIST MEETING WITH STATE DEPT. 
AND OTHERS FOR SUPPORT. B.C. "CORE" REPORT VERY
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oLl. How a tiicked-away comer of B»<0« may get bn Friday’s AVasjimgton agenda

'' -.-b riallv "ft,/. frv«m nf Hain« where "the ore northern British Columbia have failet
OTTAWA:
'l^rVE weeks after becoming Vice-I^- 
Lj dent of the United States, A1 Gore 
I ^ made his first pronoimcemrat on his' 
A- field of specialty, the environment. 
Jis target; a ^posed Canadian mine in the 
lorthwestem comer of British Columbia.

Mr. Gore was hailing the designation of 
Jlacier Bay National Park on the Alaskan 
'anhandle as a world heritage site. A mo- 

gjnent later, he suggested this designation 
^hould encourage Canada to designate the 

”atshenshini ^d Alsek river basins as a wil-
i.oiemessarea. ........ . .
” By implication, such a designation would 
!5;ill prosper for a , copper mine at Windy 

-raggy mountaiii. Th<d mine has been pro- 
„iosed by Geddes Resources, which claims; ; 
^ tie ore body is arnong the richest anywhere,-^ 
g nough to supply 1 per cent of the woiiki’s; 
\ opperneedsfortwodecades.
o ■■

Windy'Crj^gy will not be formally on fte 
agenda Friday when Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney meets President Bill Ointcm. But 
given Mr. Gore’s interest in it, and his role 
as the administration’s top environmental 
spokesman, Mr. Mulroney should not be 
surprised if the issue comes up.

; Windy Cr^gy sits in an uninhabited cor- 
rier'of BX., as far from Vancouver and the 
Albertaiiorder as.you can get. Just south of 
Yukooi^ it is almost surrounded on three 
sides' T^: Ala^ Most Canadians have 
never heard of ffie arria, let alone visited it. 
Each year, about , 1,000 rafters head down 
theTatsherishim&ver, and that’s the way a 
Vancouver-based group called Tatshenshini 
WndwaiSsffifi^ttfrernaM if f f f 

With otbulr environmental groups in Can­
ada, and bk1J;S:groups such as the Sierra 
Club, Thtmenshini WHd has tried to pres- 

' sure the federd and provincial governments, 
to keepfrieiSdipristine. U.S. groups now-

n.I-. .'..li*list preservation of the Tatshenshini water­
shed as one of their top three priorities in 
North America (killing James Bay 2 in 
northern Quebec being another).
" A1 Gore is, of course, the environmental­
ists’ champion. Last spring, while stifi a sen­
ator, he co-sponsored a resolution in Con­
gress urging reference of the Windy Crag^ 
development to the Intematiorial Joint 
Commission. If the northwestern comer of 
B.C. were declared wilderness, he claimed, 
it could be combined with Kuane National 
Park in Yukon and the Wrangell-St. Elias 
and Glacier Bay national parks in Alaska to 
create the world’s largest ^deraess park.

The Windy Craggy promoters, however, 
say their development will require only a 
small portion of the land in dispute. They 
daim their road and pipeline can be built 
without damaging the environment And, 
of course, they point to jobs in northern 
B.C.; southern Yukon and Alaska — espe­

cially the town of Haines, Where the ore 
would be transshipped.

The Alaskan government and Alaska’s 
representatives in tihe U.S. Senate and 
House agree with Gedd«. They wjmt de­
velopment to proceed, partly for the poten­
tial benefits and pardy for the precedent of 
developing other mine sites along the 
Alaska panhandle,: " j;

Windy Craggy’s biggest head^he is how 
to dispel of masses of excess rock left be­
hind after the ore is extracted. Exposed to 
oxygen, this rock leaks acid that can wind 
up in rivers, killing fish kilom^es dovm- 
stream. Windy Craggy also sits in a seismic 
area between two major fault systems;

Geddet^ claims it can store the rock, cov-' 
ered by .many feet of water, behind huge res­
training walk. Under water, air can’t get at 
it to start the acid leaching. Doubters, who- 
include NDP MP Jim Fulton (Skeena), 
say similar efforts at another mine in

northern British Columbia have failed.
The B.C. government, caught l^tween 

mining interests and environmentalists, has 
sent the proposal for a year-long land-use 
study. A prelimina^ report outlined the ob­
vious options: a wilderness area, mining, or 
further delay. Chances are the final report 
will steer a middle path, leaving the govern­
ment with the option of declaring the area a 
wildemess zone — and rompensating the 
coBftpany — or authorizing a federal-pro­
vincial environmental assessment '

If B.C. chooses the assessmmt route, it 
win be a five-ringed circus with Ottawa,, 
B.C., the United States, Geddes and the en­
vironmentalists all pitching in. pivpi th^ 
passions involved and the labyrinthine a^ 
sessment procedures in Canada, my guess is 
ffiat Windy Craggy will be fought every step 
oftheway.

Who knows? Maybe even A1 Gore him­
self rrii^t like to make a submission.

••
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JEFFREY SIMPSON
How a tucked-away comer of B.C. may get on Friday’s Washington agenda

OTTAWA
*Y^fVE weeks after becoming Vice-Presi- 
U dene of die United States. AJ Gore 
I* made ius first pfonouDoemenr on his 
JL field of spea^, the envirooffieiic. 

His taiger a proposed Canadian miae in the 
sortfawesteni center of British Columbia.

Mr. Core was baiting the designation of 
Glamer Bay Nattonal Park on the Alaskan 
panhandle as a world heritage siie. A aKV 
mem Cater, he suggested this designation 
should encourage Canada to designate the 
Taishenshimand Alsek river basins as a wil- 
deio ess area.

By inplicaaon.suchadesignauan would 
Irill prospects for a cxipper mine at Windy 
Oa^ mountain. That mine has been pro­
posed by Geddes Resources, which daura 
the ore body is among the richest anywhere, 
enough to supply I per cent of the world’s 
copper needs for two decadrs.

Windy Craggy will not be fbimally on the 
agenda Friday when Piitae Ministtr Siian 
Mulroney meets ftesidsnt BiQ dintoa But 
given Mr. Gore’s interest in it, and his rote 
as the adminisiratioa's top environmental 
spokesman. Mr. Mulroney should not be 
surpnsed ifthe tstucoomes up.

Windy Craggy sics in an uninhabited cor­
ner of B.C, as far from Vancouver and the 
Alberta border as you can get Just soudi of 
Ifiiion, 11 is almost sutroonded on three 
sides by Alaska. Most Canadians have 
oevet heard of the area, let alone visted it 
Each year, about 1.000 rafters bead down 
Che latsheiishini River, and that’s the way a 
Vincouver-based group called Tatshenshiru 
Wild wants things to rtaain.

With other environmental groups id Can­
ada, and big US. groups such as the Sierra 
Oub, Tatsfaenshini Wild has tried to pics- 
sore the leileial and provindal goveinnienis 
to keep the area prisime. U.S. groups now

lot preservahoo of the Ihahensbim water­
shed as one of their ^ three pritmties is 
North America (k^g James Bay 1 in 
DOithem Quebec betoganocherl.

AJ Gore is, of course, the enviroomeatal- 
isa'champion. Last spring. whilestiiTa sen­
ator. he to-sponsored a resoltoian in Coo- 
gress urging reference of the Windy Craggy 
devdoptnent to the [oeeniaiiooal Jotni 
Cbrnnussion. IT die notthwestera comer of 
B.C were dedared wilderness, he claimed, 
it could be combined with iCuW National 
Park in Yukon and the Wrangdl-St. Elias 
and Glacier Bay national parks in Alaska to 
create the worfd's Uigest wildemess part.

The Windy Craggy ptomooen, however, 
say their development will requite only a. 
sinail pordon of the land in dispute. They 
rijifn their road and pipdiae can be bsuJi 
ndtbout damaguig the cnvinmnieniL And, 
of course, (hey point to jobs ca omtfaem 
B.C, soo&em Yukon and Alaska —e^

dally the town of Haioes. where the ore 
would be trzssshippcd.

The Alaskan s>vtmcnent and Alaska's 
lepteseatatives in the U.S. Senate and 
House agree with Geddes. They want de­
velopment to proceed, partly lot the poten­
tial benefits and partly tor the pieced^ of 
devdoping other mine sices along the
Alania panhanrfi#

Windy Craggy's biggest headache is bo w 
to dispose of masses of excess rode left be­
hind ato the ore is extiaaed. Exposed to 
oxygen, this rock leaks acid that can wind 
up in liven, idliing fish Idlomeiies down- 
stieam. Wtody Ciaggy also sits ui a seismic 
area between two major fault systems.

G«ideidauiis it can store the rock, cov­
ered by marty feet of water, behind res-
rraming walls. Under water, ait can't get at 
it to son the add leaching. Doubters, who 
indude NDP MP Jim Fnlnm (Skeena), 
ay- wtnilar efiotts at another mme in

northern Brrtisti Columbia have failexL.
The B.C goveniment, caught between 

mining interests and ehviranmentalisis. has. 
sent the- proposal for a yeat-lactg land-use 
study. A prelmtmary report autlined the ob­
vious opnons: a wildemess area, miiung, or. 
further delay. Chances ate the final repon 
will steer a tniddCe path, leaving the govern-. 
matt with the opdon of declaring the area a 
wilderness zone — and corapensating the 
company — or authorizing a federal-pro- 
vindalenviroomencal assessment T

If B C chooses the assessment route, it. 
will be a five-ringed drcus with Ottawa, 
B.C., the Utuied States. Geddes and the en- 
vinnunenulists aU pitching in. Given (he' 
passions involved and the Ubynnthine ns- 
sesstnene procedures in Canada, my guess is 
that Windy Craggy wiU be fought every step 
of (be way.

Who knows? hlaybe even A1 Gore Eitm- 
self might fike ro oaim a submission.
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Katie McGinty, Pam McElwee 
Tom Cassidy 
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Friday's Meeting Between President Clinton and Prime 
Minister Mulroney

Enclosed is a copy of a column that appeared on the editorial 
page of yesterday's Globe and Mail, Canada's leading newspaper, 
concerning Vice-President Gore's views on Windy Craggy and 
Friday's meeting. As I described to Pam yesterday, I have 
received several calls from Canadian press seeking additional 
information and statements related to Friday's meeting. I have 
not yet received any press clips from today's Canadian 
newspapers, but I am working on that. I know that at least one 
story is being prepared for tomorrow's papters by Canada's 
leading wireservice.

Also, as I described to Pam, purely by coincidence, CNN will run 
an "Earth Matters" segment on Tatshenshini Friday at 9:00 am,
2:00 pm and 8:00 pm. The segment will include separate 
interviews with me and the President of Geddes. We are also told 
there is strong probability the story will run on Headline News.

We think there is an increasing probability that the media, 
particularly in Canada, will focus upon whether the Vice- 
President's commitments to preserve the Alsek / Tatshenshini 
River system and Glacier Bay National Park will be raised in 
Friday's meetings. The CNN coverage increases dramatically that 
possibility.

We have several concerns.

First, we obviously want the Tatshenshini to be raised during the 
meeting. We are told by our best sources in the Canadian 
government that whether Tatshenshini is raised will indicate the 
seriousness with which this issue is viewed by the 
Administration. The emerging Canadian press coverage seems to 
confirm this. We believe that the meeting Friday affords a 
unique and important opportunity for the new Administration 
signal its commitment to preserve Glacier Bay National Park : o- 
the "environmental nightmare" of Windy Craggy. And, every US j-d 
Canadian agency that has reviewed the proposal, including the 
recent BC government study, confirms the great risk of

801 Pennsntvania Ave., S.E. 
Sunt 400

Washingrois. DC 20003 
(202) 547-6900 

(202) 543-6142 (FAX) a member of Earth Shares«
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devastating impact to US resources by the proposed mine.

Last year's legislative initiatives would have initiated a 
process of bilateral negotiation to protect the entire Alsek / 
Tatshenshini watershed, Friday's meeting affords the two 
governments the opportunity to continue the Vice-Presidents's 
initiatives and begin these discussions, directed towards the 
creation of the largest international wilderness and biodiversity 
reserve.
Second, we are concerned that the press, not twist a non-statement 
on the Tatshenshini into a conclusion that the Administration is 
retreating from the Vice-President's positions and last year's 
legislative initiative.

Finally, we want to give you a "heads up" that we intend to 
contact select press contacts to apprise them that Tatshenshini 
may be raised on Friday.

If I can assist you in any way, please do not hesitate to give me 
a call. Randy Showstack, our Director of Communications, is also 
contacting Marla Roraash by memorandum, a copy of which is 
enclosed.

enclosures
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BY FAX

TO:
PROM:
re:
DATE:

Marla Romash, Vice-President Gore's office 
Randy -Showstack 
Tatshenshini River 
February 4, 1993

During President Clinton's meeting with Canadian Prime Minister 
Mulroney on Friday, we understand that there is a possibility 
they may discuss the issue of the enormous and ecologically 
destructive copper mine proposed for near the confluence of the 
Tatshenshini and Alsek Rivers.

Over the past several days, we have received media inquiries 
about the Tatshenshini from CNN and elsewhere. CNN has produced 
a story about the Tatshenshini, and plans to air it several times 
throughout the day on Friday. Yesterday's Globe and Mail carried 
the story, "How a tucked-away corner of B.C. may get on Friday's 
Washington agenda"; I am faxing you a copy of this.

As you are aware, Vice-President Gore appeared with American 
Rivers in April 1992 to announce his introduction of a joint 
resolution in Congress to protect the Alsek and Tatshenshini 
River System from the proposed copper mine. In December 1992, he 
issued a statement supporting the UNESCO World Heritage 
Committee's decision to designate Alaska's Glacier Bay National 
Park and Preserve as a World Heritage Site.

American Rivers would like to work with you as this issue 
develops over the next few days. We stand ready to provide you, 
and the media, with any necessary materials, we aJso intend to 
inform the media that this issue could be discussed during 
President Clinton's meeting with Prime Minister Mulroney.

Tom Cassidy, American Rivers' General Counsel and expert on 
Alaska rivers issues is also faxing a memorandum to Katie : i nty 
and Pam McElwee; a copy of that memo also is being sent to yo>i- 
T look forward to .speaking with you today.

FrtnU'.l on rccyck-J

801 I^NNS\XVANL\ AvK.., S.E. 
Senr -iOO

• Washington, D(. 30003 
(202) 547 6000 

(202) 543-6H2 (FAX) a member of Earth Sharsi./
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TATSffENSHINI

January 1993
BRITISH COLUMBIA COMMISSION 

ON RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT (CORE) 
REPORT ONTATSHENSHINT / AI.SF.K T,A?W TTSF

- Key Findings -
The foliow/ing quotes highlight the findings of the B.C. Government's recently 
released CORE Interim Report on the Tatshenshini-Alsek. (Volume One - Report 
and Recommendations: Volume Tv\?o - Appendices) These indicate that the risks 
associated vvith the proposed transboundary Windy Craggy copper mine project 
are major and severe, and that exceptional resource and preservation values 
would be placed in jeopardy in Canada and the U.S. should the project be 
allowed to proceed by the B.C. Government. (Note: Bolding of key text has been 
added.)

P_4i^T I: RISKS OF PROPOSED V^ONDY CRAGGY PROJECT

1. IntematioBal Fisheries At Severe Risk From Tallmgs Dams
"[ThsJ esdmace of risk$ of on saJmon ind^cace Lbac evencs laadincr co
severe impaccs [wouM be expected] once every 12 years. These severe 
impacts would be associated with tailings dam failures ...they 
indicate a high probability of severe impacts in the watershed that 
could affecn both Canadian and US. fish resources ... “ (P. 96, Voi I)

Severe consequences on the en'dronment fare defined as !:

o permanent or large-scale habitat destruction 
lethal to significant portion of pcpuladon 

0 avoidance not possible" (P. 2-6, Voi, 11)

"The risk assessment process identified 86 potendaJ sources of 
environmental risk, of which 12 were considered to have potentially 
severe consequences... All 12 Were associated with a potential breach 
of the tailings dam." (P.76, Voi. I)

"The tailings and waste rock impoundment would be designed to store 
miJJjon tonnes of taihngs and 100 mnlhon tonnes of acid waste rock under four



jnecresofwscer The impoundmenc would be created by che consa-ucnon of cwo

us ZrZlT (P.M, ^ ^
® '’f “■ ■ oiAe^- 'eaw;js (flooding

and eros.on) \Afould cause caihngs and water to fiowinto Tats and/or ,'vW Cre^k
and from there into the Tatshenshfni or Alsek River. Exposed tailings left along 
stream and river banks after such a breach i^uJd condnue to generate acidfty 

and metaJs in solution indefinitely Destruction of fish habitat would be 
essenualiypermanenL.." (P. 67, Voi. I) °

rs“ "S'?", “■* -i-

2. Earthquake Hazards
"in’rhfh,Z/‘ /T ’■egistered some of die largest earthquakes

fcdfe r' teismically
acave zone in Canada ..." (p. 26 & 29, Voi. I)

ferms of both size and frequency of earthquakes, the Windy Craggy 
(P >2 VonTf^ worll^

3. Acid Rock Drainage (ARD) Hazards
^40% of the waste rock produced at the minesite would be acid -
generaang because of its excepdonally high sulphide content" (P. 55,

"ARD^ is an accelerated form of etaJ leaching from rock... the potential high 
metai concentrations associated ^yich ARD can be toxic to aquadc and terrasiial 
life... a detailed understanding of all relevant processes is probably

lining companies mustdepend un th^ rsianvely imperfect understanding now a^vailable for the 
prevenaon, predicaon and control of ARD.

The potential release of contaminated water into the environment is 

frTZ-Z ^y W and underground components
rn^rr / ^ of the watcT managem.ent system to
collect: and ..andie sufficient M-arar moving through the mine could lead to the

acid-rock drainage fARD) or metal-laden v^^ter, 
spilled hydrocarbons or nutrients from explosives. Ofpardcular concern is acid - 
lock drainage which occurs when sulphides in rock are exposed, to the air ffor
example by bjasang) and oxidize, resulting in che release of low pH drainage 
often high in dissolved hea\y metals. ° •'



The [risk assessmanc] ream iderdfied die possibiJiiy diac die syscem for colJecdng 
wacer and pumping iu :o die porta! could fail as a result of human error, 
equipment failures, geologic events such as earth quakes, or contaminated i^vater ’ 
escaping through fractured rock." (P. 53, Vol. 1)

"[The risk assessment process as undertaken for CORE] does not include 
possible detrimental actions, such as human errors, chat have 
occurred during accidents with other technologies." (P. 2-2, Vol. II)

4. Abandonment Hazards
"Some key components of the project must condnue to perform their 
intended funcdon in perpetuity. In pardcular, the tailings dams must 
remain perpetually funcdonal in retaining both tailings and water if long 
term confinement of the tailings and prevendon of ARD are to be assured.
Perpetuity is indeed a very long dnie ..." (P 2-13, Vol. II)

"As some key components of the Windy Craggy project, such as the tailings dams, 
must condnue to funcdon in perpecufy it is recognized that some predicdons of 
likelihood must be endrely speculadve. For example the longevity of materials 
such as concrete is unknovm, and biological dimadc, and geological forces may 
change significandy over dme." (P. 50, Vol. I)

"During long term abandonment at mines, there is often no day-to-day 
monitoring and maintenance of mine walls and sump and pump equipment 
Because of steep pit walls, slope unraveling will likely occur and 
condnnally expose fresh rack to potential oxidation. As a result, 
there is a higher potential for problems to develop and continue for 
some dme during long term abandonment

Geddes Resources Limited expects certain naruraJ remediadon events to occur 
which are cridcal to Jong term containment, such as the freezing of pit walls and 
the flooding of the JoiA’er pit and the eventual establishment of a glacier in the 
abandoned pic The team did not find technical informadon to confirm 
whether these events will take place as postulated.

Geddes .Resources Dmited intends to place a plug in die underground portal to 
control ter flow and ini date flooding ...In the past, portal plugs generally 
have had poor success due to leaks at the plug, leaks through 
enhanced fractures around the plug, and redirecdan of water flow to 
other discharge points. " (P. 5-5, Vol. II)

Tt is not at all clear that the proposed long term midgation will 
occur, as postulated, and the risk of acid rock drainage may well 
increase over dme. (P. iv, Vol. ID



ccvJd bfat;,tT.rfoTL7eZ.^^^
^sk^:^d ^ckour .ba^donmen, 'nctk J Z Z^To7Z
corridor <moJd recover their vdJderoest cherecter "1p 76, Vouf

5. Glacier Waste Rock Dump Hazards

geeerete acid ZdZTZchZc arZZ
lA'acershed" (P. 55, Voi. I) ‘^nnmanan uf che Frobisher/AIsek

6. Transportation Corridor Problems

personnel and eguipmenc co respond co any spills. ^

of brSrZZZi 

eiipecsed seismic acu^iiy so approved

7. Geddes Project Proposal is Unacceptable

suggest chat the correct plan would hiunlikelv Si’ P^°-^ss
approval. A dramatic redLgn would ZelZhZeded. TZvZ



PART H; INTERNATIONAL IMPLICATIONS 

L United States Has Veto

nep,rc.ivedrisi.ofAe^:ie% To^er
over Qcj'd rock dra/>:ao^‘= ard rh^ Jffarrc ^ given concerns

Tie iBce^stional implications are at major significance given she
~ "

2. World Heritage Convention & Glacier Bay National P^k

'aZvtlHZjf'’^ “ Mderrafe* nos so sake
raeasD^e wksci mighs damage direcsty or

Pafw ^ t "£vaK£? o;j cAe serrisory of osher Ssase 
Psraes to this convention. "

This provides an opportunity hr arguments to be made tha^



rAK 1 lu: i ATBHENSHNI / ALSEK PRESERVATION VALUES

1. Internationa] Significance
In irerna a on ally and provin daily sigrjfican c special fea cures include:

'^^^^rness rafdng rivers in
lengch of wilderness expenence from an incerior co coasclandscape.

high numbers of grizzly bears, supporced by an unusually lush habicac..

I jouncFaijwsacher, che highescpoinc wich cbe greacesc copographic relief 
in Bn ash Columbia, and ^'^^rid-class mouncaineering area.

^nn ^ province, ...and 45 ofBrins., Columbia s 600 rare plane species.

The Blue Glacier Bear, a rare colour phase of che black bear, which may 
only occur in che lower Alsek River area.

Fisheries resources, including salmon populadons chac supporc a 
commercial fishery in Alaska and are a cridcal food source for the area's 
high populaaon of grizzly bears." (Pages 36 & 37, Voi,!)

2. Biodiversity

'■The CoascMeunca/n range, chroug.h which che Akek and Taeshenshini rivers flow
cancawsche largescnan-polar icecap w che world and same of che biaaesc vaUev '
hkITI ZFdlF'‘arI fscihe inrivence and che gJadal
hiFdJdi f has prodneed an excepdonally diverse range of
biophysical condioons...cbe region concains habicacs noc ^found 
anywhere else in Canada. " (P, 26, Voi, I)

/
comprises diree ecosecdons, including pare of che 

Icefield Ranges, t^O percenc of che Taeshenshini Basin, and che Alsek Ran^es Ther^

Grizzlies
‘The Tatshenshim/Alsek area is one of the last strongholds of a

...One of che besc habitats for



4. Scenic Features

5. Tourism
"The overall caarism capabili^ class for che Tacshenshini aaJ 
river vsJJeys is 'very high (P.33, Voi. I) A/seh

PART IV: BENEETT/COST VALUES:
Preservation Vs. Mning Options

by CORE undercook a benefit/cosc values scudv to assess the economic return to British Columbia of the various land Z ooTons or 
theTatshenshim-Alsek, The conclusions of this assessment vuere:

• Jhe expecred return [to the province] from selecting the
preserve Don aJcerna Dve is $410 minion." (P.55, Voi. II) ^

« "The overall expected value of the mining alternative [to the 
province] is esamaced a c -$360 million." (p. 59^ Voif lI)


