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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF rOMMERCe 
The Under Secretary for 
Oceans and Atmosphere
Washington, O.C. 20230 // W/ / ^

2 8 1993

Mr. Philip Cogswell, Jr.
Deputy Editorial Page Editor 
The Oregonian 
1320 S.w. Broadway 
Portland, Oregon 97201-3409

Dear Mr. Cogswell:

I would like to respond to the recent criticism claiming 
that the National Oceanic and Atnospheric Administration's (NOAA) 
decision on the 1993 Pacific whiting allocation favors the at-sea
processors.

The new one-season rule recognizes the reality of a 
declining whiting population and allocates the conservation 
burden equitably between onshore processors based in Oregon and 
offshore processors based in Washington in proportion to their 
actual take of whiting in 1992. Section 301 (a)(4) of the 
Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act states that 
"conservation and management measures shall not discriminate 
between residents of different states" and specifically requires 
allocations that are "fair and equitable to all such fishermen."

As background, it should be noted that the Pacific whiting 
fishery presents management challenges due to the cyclical nature 
of this fishery. Between 1991 and 1993, the harvest quota 
declined by 86,000 metric tons. The 1994 quota is expected to 
drop another 42,000 metric tons, with a reversal of this trend 
anticipated in the next several years.

In 1992, vessels delivering to shore-based processors in 
Oregon used 27 percent of the available quota, or 56,000 metric 
tons. In 1993, the Pacific Fishery Management Council proposed a 
permanent rule that would have allocated 74 percent of the 
available quota to vessels delivering to shore-based processors, 
or 105,000 metric tons, nearly twice the arnoimt of whiting that 
they actually harvested in 1992. Conversely, while the offshore 
processors actually took 153,000 metric tone in 1992, their share 
in 1993 would have dropped from 73 percent to 26 percent of the 
quota, i.e., to 37,000 metric tone.
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Sincerely,

i|^' '=‘:3^<^k/;AeK,

Diana H. Josephson 
Acting Under Secretary 

for Oceans and Atmosphere
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