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Fax for the attention of Mrs. Xarie McGinnity !
|
i
11 February, 1993 I

Dear Mrs McGlnnicy . !
g
\'4 mental risks attach ' be 01) Blocka e

I wish to draw your attention to an aspect of the UN sanctiqns against

Serbia which may have besn overlooked.
. sevaral confroutations hetween Romanian or Bulgarian autherities and

Serbian tugboat Captalns over blockade-rumning on the Danuba.

Serbian tugs, towing barges with of thousands of tong of oil, have managed
te ascape being detained by threatening cto discharge their ﬁargos into the

Danube .

If such a thing were to happen, or if an oil spill were to okcur as a-
result of armed confrontation, this would be an environmental catastroph
At the mouth of the Danube is Europe's - and one of the worlld's - most
iwportant wetland., The Danube Delta is home to hundreds of rhousands of
waterfowl, Including seven specles oificially classified (by IUCN) as
globnlly threatened with extinction. In addition, the delta| supports

thousands of families exploiting traditional fisheries and other wetland
resources,

The UN, the USA and the European Community are increasing pr?ssure on
Romania and Bulgaria to use mllitary force to secure the blo$kade.

I
To avert an environmental disaster, we must urge the US admihistration t

cnsure that before the blockade iz more rigorously enforced,iadeQuate
heasures are in place to cope with any resultant oil emergen Y.

This wust include, as minimum, & contingency plan being agreed with all
concerned to entail; l

having strategically placed stocks of anti-pollution eduipment and

material, located within easy reach of the scene; i
i

*

*

how the equipment is Lo be used; |

w mobillsing expert assistunce on clean-up and prevention; f597

* making all necessary funds available.
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As you may know, there have beepn

all necessary agreements with and between Romania and Rulgeria as
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Furthermore, eofforts should be concentrated on preventing theishipmants Jt
source (eg the Ukralnme). 1f force is uneveldable, this should be used

before ships enter the Danube rilver system.

We are in touch with the Advisory Committee on Gil Follution %t Sea and tghe

R.S5.P.B.
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Buropean Commission over this issue. If you have any querigslplease

contact me or my colleague Kevin Strandring.

Yours sinceraly,
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Laurence Rose
Seulor International Officer
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