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Fax for the attention of Mrs. Katie McGlnnity 

11 February, 1993

Dear Mrs McGInnicy

Environmental risks attached Ln Danube PHI Blockade

I wish to draw your attention to an aspect of the UN aanctldns against 
Serbla which may have been overlooked. As you may know, there have beeli 
several conpontatlons between Romanian or Bulgarian authorities and 
Serbian tugboat Captains over blockade-running on the Danube.

Serbian tup. towing barges with of thousands of tons of oill have mana 
Danubr^^ detained by threatening to discharge their prgos into

li

ied
he

If such a thing were to happen, or if an oil spill were to oLcur as a 
rpult of ^ped confrontation, this would be an environmental! catastrophe 
p- the mouth of the Danube is Europe’s - and one of the worlb's - most^
"JtZZTl T '‘f thousands 01

C U 7? seven species officially classified (by lUCN) as
tho^sInL'Jrf "n? ptlTiotion. In addition, the delta supports
risourcc^ exploiting traditional fisheries and orher weclan<^

ftlJLlIl'n European Community are increasing pressure on
Romania and Bulgaria to use military force to secure the blockade.

To avert an pvlronmental disaster, we must urge the US admliistration t 
epure that before the blockade is more rigorously enforced adequate 
measures are in place to cope with any resultant oi] emergency.

.ir..d „luh .11

strategically placed stocks of anti-pollution equipment and mateiMal, located within easy reach of the scene; and
!* all npessary agreements with and between Romania and Bulgaria as 

how the equipjnetit: is to be used; puj-garia as

*

raoblliiiing expert assistance On clean-up and preventloj; 

making all necessary funds available.
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Furthennore, efforts should be concentrated on preventing the| shipments 
source (eg the Ukraine). If force la unavoidable, this shoulfl be used 
before ships enter the Danube river system. j

We are in touch with the Advisory Committee on Oil Pollution at Sea and 
European Commlsston over this issue. If you have any queries please 
contact me or my colleague Kevin Strandring.

Yours ainceroly,
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Laurence Rose
Senior International Officer


