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MEMORANDUM

TO: GOODY MARSHALL
HOWARD PASTER
TIM KEATING

FROM: KATIE MCGINTY {ZWV///

RE: LONGBEACH FREEWAY REFERRAL

DATE: FEBRUARY 26, 1993

Pursuant to the CEQ regulations implementing the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation (ACHP) has referred to the Council a proposal by the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to provide federal funds
for the completion of the Long Beach Freeway in South Pasadena,
California. ACHP is concerned over what it views as the
significant adverse impacts of the proposal on historic
properties in the area.

ACHP submitted its referral on January 15, 1993. FHWA
submitted its initial response on January 19, 1993, and a
supplemental response on February 18, 1993. The City of South
Pasadena, which opposes the project, submitted material in
support of the ACHP referral and the City of Alhambra, which
supports the project, submitted material supporting FHWA’s
position. The National Trust for Historic Preservation has also
expressed to CEQ its opposition to the project.

This project involves the construction of 6.2 miles of a six
lane freeway to complete a gap in Route 710, the Long Beach
Freeway. At present, vehicles must use surface streets through
the City of Alhambra in order to complete a trip on Route 710.

FHWA filed a final environmental impact statement (EIS) for
the project with EPA on March 2, 1992. The EIS indicates that,
among other things, the project would require the removal or
alteration of 52 historic structures. FHWA has not yet issued a
record of decision for the proposal, deciding instead to convene
a mitigation advisory committee to develop additional mitigation
measures to lessen the adverse impacts of the project on historic
properties.

ACHP believes that FHWA needs to update its inventory of the
historic properties and that it should consider an additional
alternative, the "low build" alternative. FHWA asserts that its
EIS is fully adequate and that it has analyzed all reasonable
alternatives in that document.
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Under the CEQ referral regulations, not later than 25 days
after receipt of the referral and the response, the Council is
authorized to take one of several actions including initiating
discussions with the agencies with the objective of mediating the
dispute, holding public meetings to obtain additional views,
determining that the issue is not appropriate for the Council’s
consideration at the present time, and making a recommendation to
the President for action.

CEQ anticipates holding a meeting with ACHP and FHWA in the
near future and may follow this with a public meeting sometime in
March.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

INFORMATION ONLY
MEMORANDUM

TO: Kathleen McGinty
Deputy Assistant to the President and
Director of the Office of Environmental Policy

FROM: Lucinda Low Swartz
Deputy General Counsel

SUBJECT: Long Beach Freeway Referral

DATE: February 24, 1993

Pursuant to the CEQ regulations implementing the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation (ACHP) has referred to the Council a proposal by the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to provide federal funds
for the completion of the Long Beach Freeway in South Pasadena,
California. ACHP is concerned over what it views as the
significant adverse impacts of the proposal on historic
properties in the area.

ACHP submitted its referral on January 15, 1993. FHWA
submitted its initial response on January 19, 1993, and a
supplemental response on February 18, 1993. The City of South
Pasadena, which opposes the project, submitted material in
support of the ACHP referral and the City of Alhambra, which
supports the project, submitted material supporting FHWA’s
position. The National Trust for Historic Preservation has also
expressed to CEQ its opposition to the project.

This project involves the construction of 6.2 miles of a six
lane freeway to complete a gap in Route 710, the Long Beach
Freeway. At present, vehicles must use surface streets through
the City of Alhambra in order to complete a trip on Route 710.

FHWA filed a final environmental impact statement (EIS) for
the project with EPA on March 2, 1992. The EIS indicates that,
among other things, the project would require the removal or
alteration of 52 historic structures. FHWA has not yet issued a
record of decision for the proposal, deciding instead to convene
a mitigation advisory committee to develop additional mitigation
measures to lessen the adverse impacts of the project on historic
properties.

ACHP believes that FHWA needs to update its inventory of the

historic properties and that it should consider an additional
alternative, the "low build" alternative. FHWA asserts that its
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EIS is fully adequate and that it has analyzed all reasonable
alternatives in that document.

Under the CEQ referral regulations, not later than 25 days
after receipt of the referral and the response, the Council is
authorized to take one of several actions including initiating
discussions with the agencies with the objective of mediating the
dispute, holding public meetings to obtain additional views,
determining that the issue is not appropriate for the Council’s
consideration at the present time, and making a recommendation to
the President for action. See 40 CFR § 1504.3(f).

Based on your presentation to the CEQ staff a few weeks ago,
we are proceeding to handle this referral in the same way we have
handled other referrals. We anticipate holding a meeting with
ACHP and FHWA in the near future, and we may follow this with a
public meeting sometime in March. Should we issue findings and
recommendations, we would expect that these would be signed by a
CEQ staff person, in the absence of any further developments on
the status of CEQ.

I will be preparing a more detailed memorandum on the issues
presented in this referral and will make sure you receive a copy.
In addition, I will let you know when any meetings on this
referral are scheduled. Please let me know if you have any
specific questions or need additional information on the CEQ
referral process. I can be reached at xt 5754.
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